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EDITORIAL

E publish elsewhere the news that His Majesty the Kipg has been
‘; ‘/ graciously pleased to approve of an alliance between the Reglment and the

2nd Battalion (City of Newcastle Regiment) Australian Military Forces.
We welcome this announcement and are delighted to welcome the 2nd Battalion
(City of Newcastle Regiment) as a2 member of the regimental family. In our next
number we hope to publish items of news and interest concerning the Battalion.

% * *

We wish to draw the attention of Officers to the announcement which appears
elsewhere in our columns regarding the change of Honorary Secretary of the

Officers’ Regimental Dinner Club.

3* * *

We are glad to see that the Regimental Museum continues to gain ground and
that the articles of regimental interest collected at the Depot are steadily increasing.
We would again remind our readers that, in ordex: to keep the Museum going, it
is desirable that all those c.onnected.wnh t})e Reglmen} should. take every oppor-
tunity of ascertaining details regarding articles of regimental interest which may
be available, and communicate with the Officer Commanding the Depot regarding
them. It is only by the help and co-operation of everyone that the Museum can
be made really worthy of the Regiment. In this connection we would draw atten-
tion to the extract and illustration from the Illustrated London News of 1877 which
appears in this number. A former member of the Regiment has actually sent in

the paper itself, and we hope that others who come across similar items of interest
in old newspapers will communicate with us, or with the Officer Commanding

the Depot. " = ¥

There are still a large number of copies of the edition of Vol. VII of the
Regimental History available. The History fund is still a good deal in debt, ::}nd
we would ask members of the Regiment to assist us to clear this debt by purchasing
copies. They may be obtained through us or direct from the publishers, Messrs.
Gale and Polden, Ltd., Wellington Works, Aldershot, price gs. 6d. (post free).
We require to sell about 160 copies to clear the fund. May we suggest that all
battalions of the Regiment should purchase a certain number of copies, which might
be used as prizes for various battalion events.

* 3 *

We should like to take this opportunity of expressing our thanks to all those
firms who have so kindly supported the JourNaL from the beginning by inserting
advertisements. It will be understood that these advertisements considerably
lessen the cost of publication. We would ask readers to make a special note of
the names of our advertisers, and, whenever possible, to show their appreciation
of the support given to the JOURNAL by patronizing the firms in question.

* * *

The next number will be published in May, 1930, and all articles, news, etc.,
for publication, should reach us not later than April 15th,
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REGIMENTAL AFFILIATION.

COPY OF A LETTER FROM THE WAR OFFICE.

(No. 092/1950 (A.G. 4,b) dated 25/9/29 to General Sir Charles C. Monro, Bt.,
G.C.B,, G.C.S.1,, G.C.M.G., Colonel of the Regiment : —

“ With reference to your letter dated 26th May, 1929, I am commanded by the
Army Council to inform you that His Majesty the King has been graciously pleased
to approve of an alliance between the 2nd Battalion, Australian Infantry, Australian
Military Forces, and The Queen’s Royal Regiment (West Surrey). A notification

of this alliance will appear in Army Orders in due course.
(Signed) ‘“‘A. E. Wippows.”

1st BATTALION

INCE the last issue of the JournaL we have safely arrived in Malta, sailing

from Hong-Kong in H.M.T. Somersetshire on March 22nd, leaving behind

Cpl. Allen, who is now a sergeant in the Hong-Kong Police Force; Ptes.

Edge and Jenner, who both obtained good civilian employment; and Pte. Nicholson,
who transferred to the 1st Bn. Somerset Light Infantry.

Our thanks are due to all our old friends in Hong-Kong who made our stay
in the Colony so extraordinarily pleasant. We wish them the best of good fortune.
The departure from Holt’s Wharf, Kowloon, was a truly wonderful spectacle. The
ship and wharf were crowded with all classes of the community, as well as the
bands of the 1st Bn. Somerset Light infantry, 2nd Bn. King’s Own Scottish
Borderers, and 3rd Bn. 1s5th Punjab Regiment, as well as the Pipers of the two
last-named regiments.

The last seen of Kowloon was through a cloud of smoke and crackers
procured at no small expense by Feroz Din, our Master Tailor.

The trip to Singapore, where we arrived on March 28th, proved uneventful.
The Battalion was allowed ashore, and we were all very glad to be able to stretch
our legs. We sailed at 12.30 p.m. the same day for Colombo, where we arrived
at 11.30 a.m. on April 3rd. ring this trip we were somewhat alarmed to find
ourselves one evening going round a large circle for about an hour, which was
apparently caused by the partial failure of the electric steering gear.

At Colombo, the Band and Drums beat massed ‘‘ Retreat >’ in front of the
Galle Face Hotel, where a large crowd had assembled. A letter of thanks was
subsequently received from the Chairman of the Council of Colombo.

Leaving Colombo at 3 p.m. on April 4th, we arrived at Port Said at 3 a.m. on
April 18th, where we learned that we were only stopping a few hours. !

At 9 a.m. we cast off our moorings and crawled into the channel, which we
found occupied by a large three-masted native sailing boat, filled with bottles, and,
being unable to go astern owing to engine trouble, we rammed and sank the
unfortunate dhow in the middle of the Fairway. At 10.45 a.m. the channel was
clear, and we again sailed for Malta.

About twenty-four hours out of Port Said the weather became rough for the
first time since leaving Hong-Kong, and the temperature dropped from go degrees
to 53 degrees in thirty-six hours, and for a few days the decks were strangely

empty.
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We finally arrived at Malta, where we were met and played to barracks by out
old friends, the 1st Bn. Devonshire Regiment, at 1 p.m. on April gznd.

Our thanks for an exceedingly pleasant trip are due to the ship’s officers, who
went out of their way to make all ranks as comfortable as possible.

On arrival in Malta, the Battalion was split up as follows: Floriana B;}‘rracks—
Battalion Headquarters, M.G. Company, ‘ D’ Company, and ‘“ H.Q."" Wing.
Fort Ricasoli—"* B’ and ‘““ C” Companies, where we spent a most pleasant
summer, the bathing being ideal. ; —y

April 26th signalled the arrival of H.M.T. Newuralia with the wives and families,
Capt. J. L. S. Boyd, Lieut. V. J. Bradley and 2/Lieuts. Metcalfe, M. F. S
Sydenham-Clarke and J. Sykes-Wright, to all of whom we extend a hearty welcome.

The Band and Drums beat massed ‘“ Retreat ’’ several times, by request, on
the Palace Square, Valletta, before huge crowds consisting of both Europeans
and Maltese. ,

The Glorious First of June was celebrated by a tea party; in the Officers Mess,
to which all available gunnery officers in the Mediterranean Fleet and their wives
were invited, followed by massed ‘‘ Retreat’ on the Battalion Square. The
sergeants also gave a large party for the occasion. )

In the evening the officers dined with the gunnery officers of the Mediterranean
Fleet on the Quarter Deck of H.M.S. Queen Elizabeth, the Flagship, with
Vice-Admiral F. H. Mitchell, C.B., D.S.O., in the chair. All members of the
Battalion dining on board were presented with a cap ribbon of ‘H.M.S. Excellent.

June 3rd, King’s Birthday Parade. The Battalion Trooped the Colour on the
Palace Square, Valletta, opposite the Governor’s Palace, in the presence of His
Excellency The Governor and a large assembly of naval and military officers and
civilians. ~ The parade was most successfully carried out in spite of the very confined
space which necessitated curtailing the Guards. The following officers were on
duty: —In Command: Lieut.-Col. H. C. Ponsonby, D.S.0., O.B.E.; Adjutant :
Capt. G. A. Pilleau, O.B.E. No. 1 Guard: Capt. W. G. R. Beeton, 2/Lieut.
H. G. Duncombe (Colour Escort), z/Lieut. J.  F. Metcalfe (Colour Officer).
No. 2 Guard: Lieut. J. R, K. Ponsford. No. 3 Guard: Lieut. B. E. L. Burton.
No. 4 Guard: Lieut. L. H. Fairtlough. A congratulatory telegram was received
from His Excellency The Governor.

It, is with much regret that we have to record the departure in July, on well-
earned retired pay, of that veteran Capt. and Qmstr. W. Routley, D.C. M. He
has a record to be proud of—35 years’ service in the Regiment (24 years in the
2nd Battalion and 11 years’ service in the 1st Battalion). He served throughout the
South African War, Great War and troubles in Ireland and China. He has always
been a loyal and faithful servant of the Regiment, and we shall all miss the kindly
helping hand of ‘ Old Bob.” We wish him the very best of fortune and good
luck in the future.

On June 18th, Long Service and Good Conduct Medals were presented on
Church Parade to, C.S.M. Watford, Pte. Larkin and Pte. Prentice by Col. J. W. S.
Sewell, C.B., C.M.G., Commanding Troops, Malta.

The Battalion has acquitted itself quite well in most forms of sport, accounts
of which will be found under the appropriate headings.

The Navy have been extremely kind to us, in that parties of all ranks have
been continually taken out on Fleet Exercises in the battleships Barham, Ramillies
and others. Exercises have usually taken the form of general target practice,
firing with 6, 8 and 15-inch guns at H.M.S. Centurion, the latter being entirely
controlled by wireless from a destroyer some miles away. Torpedo and aircraft
attacks have also been witnessed.

CAPTAIN W. ROUTLEY, D.C.M.

THE LATE No. 3929 PTE. THOMAS KNIGHT

Enlisted February 3rd, 1881, discharged to pension July 18th, 1902.

21 years, 164 days (10 years abroad).

Service,

Died at Aldershot, April 30th, 1929,

aged 68. His son is now serving in the 2nd Battalion.
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Another kindly act which was much appreciated was the granting of facilities
to officers to proceed home on leave as indulgence passengers i_n H.M.. Ships.

On August 26th the Battalion was ordered to hold itself in readiness to move
to Palestine. Most officers who were on leave were recalled, much to their
annoyance. If we were ordered.to Palestine, we were to sail in the Aircraft
Carrier Eagle, the Commander of which had drawn up a very fine set of orders,
whereby everyone; knew where he had to go and what he had to do as soon as he
embarked. )

During the period of standing by, an officers’ cricket match was played with
H.M.S. Eagle which, in spite of a most gallant 74 by Lieut.-Col. Boyd, resulted
in a win for our hosts by two wickets. The scores were:—The Queen’s Royal
Regiment, 254; H.M.S. Eagle, 262 for 8 wickets. b

On October 2nd H.M.T. Neuralia arrived with Lieut. and Qmr. W. H. Larkin,
whom we congratulate on his promotion and welcome to the Battalion, and a draft
of 132 non-commissioned officers and men from the 2nd Battalion, to whom we
wish every success.

We have at last moved into St. George’s Barracks, taking over from the
1st Bn. The Devonshire Regiment, who left in the Neuralia on October 3rd for
Quetta. We extend our best wishes to them in their new station, and hope that
we may serve alongside them in the near future.

SERGEANTS’ MESS NOTES.

Queen Anne is dead! The 1st Queen’s are at Malta! Though by now this is
somewhat ancient news, it seems only fair to all the ‘‘rumour spreaders,’’ ‘‘Brewers’
cablegram senders,’”” ‘‘ cousins whose aunts have friends of a son-in-law at the War
Office ”’ and all the other optimists, to say that they were right, and give them the
opportunity of saying yet again, ““ I told you so.”

The journey to Malta, undoubtedly described elsewhere in a very able manner,
was, to us, rather slow—almost as slow as the boat. Space was rather limited,
with the result that at night the smell of the sea did not seem so strong as by day.
This caused a certain amount of migration to other parts of the boat. The warrant
officers were exceedingly kind, and gave up without a murmur (so it is said) a
portion of their deck space. Fortunately no one was hurt in the general rush for
the spot, but the member who got there first and staked his claim became quite
‘“ high-brow.”” He would occasionally condescend to talk over the rail, but even
he had to move when a warrant officer or a nurse wanted to pass. — ey

An attempt was made to turn the place into a tea room, but a slight hitch in
the arrangements caused the idea to be abandoned.

A little excitement was caused soon after leaving Port Said. (No, not the
wreck of the Sampan again.) ;

The wind blew, the ship rolled. The favourites were off—off their food, off
their feet, and wishing to be off the boat. The Hong-Kong Ferry Training could
not stand the strain. For twenty-four hours nothing could rouse them—?’ot even
to sing sw.eetly into their ear, ‘‘ Chong, all the way from Hong-Kong ’’ would
cause a quiver.

We arrived at Malta, and were well prepared for, and only too.plcase.d, to
settle down to an all night fatigue with the baggage—and we were not disappointed.
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The members at Floriana were given a very warm welcome by the members
of the R.A.S.C. Sergeants’ Mess, to whom they were attached until we left for
St. George’s Barracks. Those at Ricasoli were not so fortunate. The place was
unoccupied, and as far from anywhere in Malta as it is possible to get, so they had
to fend for themselves. Although we were unfortunate in some ways in not having
a Mess of our own at Headquarters, the R.A.S.C. did everything possible and
made everyone quite at home. When the families arrived they arranged a very
nice meal, and were only too willing at all times to place the whole of thetr Mess
at our disposal for functions, etc. Naturally, a friendship sprang up between the
two Messes, and this was more materially demonstrated just before we lett, when
they held a social and dance in our honour and presented us with a silver cup. It
was not until after the speeches by S.S.M. Parsons, R.A.5.C., and R.S.M. Osborn
that we realized what really topping fellows we are. The cup is suitably inscribed,
and will become the Mess Shooting Cup.

We celebrated the Glorious First by gathering together from the Fleet all our
naval confreres who were ex-Excellent.” A cricket match was arranged and played
in the afternoon, the result, naturally, being a draw.

In the evening a games tournament was held. (We regret that the results
were inadvertently used as a dance programme.) This was followed by a social
and dance. It was an exceedingly good show, and afterwards everyone was of the
opinion that the celebration should last as long as the original action took.

Our Rifle Club funds are now quite stable, Our Rifle Club members are not, A
team was entered to shoot in the Sergeants’ Match of the Malta Command Small
Arms Meeting. Not only were they entered, but they were sent up on to the firing
point. It was afterwards reported that they did actually fire the ammunition
issued to them. This is surmised to De correct as they handed back empty cases.
We have now arrived at St. George’s, and as we live next to the ranges we hope
to put in a team next year.

The Mess at St. George’s is not everything we would like it to be, but the
excellent bathing and tennis facilities, and the fact that we are once again all
together, point to us having a good time.

We tender our hearty congratulations to Lieut. W. H. Larkin on his
promotion, R.Q.M.S. C. D. Wakeford on his appointment, C.S.M. W. Watford on
his being: awarded the Good Conduct Medal, and Clr.-Sergt. S. H. Sellicks on his
promotion.

Since the last issue of the THE JourNaL we have been able to welcome Sergt.
King, who arrived with the draft, and L../Sergt. Fox, who has been appointed.

CORPORALS’ MESS NOTES.

Owing to the Corporals being divided into two Messes we have been able to do
very little in the way of functions, but now that we are in St. George’s Barracks
we hope to get down to business and make up for lost time.

Since our arrival in Malta we have had only one outing, and a most enjoyable
time was spent by the corporals and their families, visiting interesting places on
the island. (We hope you won’t think by the allusion to families that we are all
married.) At present the majority of members are still in the state of single
blessedness, but there appears to be great competition in the matter. We wonder
who will reach the altar first. Both Messes have played several cricket matches
during the summer, and have managed to hold their own.

Other sports have been restricted owing to grounds not being available.

IsT BATTALION

FLORIANA, MALTA, SHOWING OFFICERS’ MESS.

MAIN GUARD ROOM, PALACE SQUARE, VALETTA.
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Since the last publication the old question of Goopers has cropped up again,
but this time we had a different gas, and no troopers.

The whole trouble was we were placed under orders for Palestine, and while
several members were secretly elated at the idea, we noticed that many were to
be seen practising for the new station by counting their pay. Still, we did not
go; instead we moved to St. George’s Barracks, and from appearance we judge
that we shall have a much better time here than at Floriana.

Since we have been here there have been several changes amongst the
members, and we extend our heartiest congratulations to ‘ Reynard ”’ and
"“ Kosher ”’ on their exaltation. We also congratulate L./Cpls. Peters, Pepper,
Jess, Holdaway and Whittaker on their promotion to Corporal.

SPORTS NOTES.

From Hong-Kong to Malta is 6,000 miles,
And from a sports point of view has not produced many smiles.

Here, instead of sports grounds in abundance, all we have is what Mark Twain
described so aptly as being the * largest heap of stones he had ever seen’’ so,
naturally, playing grounds are conspicuous by their absence. In Floriana all we
had to play on was a macadam parade ground, which was very broken and ran
uphill, while the detachment in Ricasoli were only slightly better off. As someone
else says, the best part of Malta is the water surrounding it, and there we have
had plenty of recreation. The following are summaries of the various branches of
sport in which we have partaken.

TENNTS.

In the Malta Command Junior Ranks Tennis League we entered one team of
six players who did rather “well considering that it was the first time we had
attempted anything of this nature. They succeeded in finishing second amongst the
infantry teams entered.

FoorpaLL.

Prior to leaving Hong-Kong we handed over to the Somerset Light Infantry
our fixtures in the 1st and 2nd Divisions of the Hong-Kong Football Association
League, and we were very pleased to hear that they finished level with China
Athletic in the 1st Division. Unfortunately, after three replays, they lost to China
Athletic 2—1 after extra time. The second eleven finished with the third place.

The Hong-Kong Garrison League finished just before we left China, with
“H.Q."” Wing the winners and *“ C ”* Company 3rd, ** B’ Company gth, *“ M.G."
Company 11th and “ D ”’ Company 12th. There were sixteen competing teams.

ATHLETICS.

Our activities in athletics have hardly commenced, as both the Regimental
and Command Sports Meetings take place in November.

Shortly after our arrival, on May 17th, we entered a team for the Command
Cross-Country Race.” Although we did not win the cup, 2/Lieut. Sydenham-Clarke
and L./Cpl. Woollard were well placed. The team was handicapped by lack of
training, due to our recent arrival.

Several teams have entered for *‘ open relay events ” at various sports meetings.
The Battalion was second in the Open Relay in the Mediterranean Fleet Sports.

Our energies are now concentrated on training for the Command Sports,
which are being run on the Inter-Unit Championship basis.
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Rowing.

Rowing this year was not such a success as had been hoped. The B:_ittallor}
was split up throughout the summer, so that it was impossible to get regimenta
crews together; moreover, the Annual Musketry Course debarred some companies
trom taking any active part in the rowing. . P sabl

In addition to this, great difficulties were met with in obtaining suita g
boats. Inter-company racing, therefore, had to be abandoned, and it was decide
to enter crews from ““ M.G.” and ““ C ”’ Companies for the Command Boat Rac.ei
Both crews put in some hard training, and *“ C ”” Company’s crew gave specia
promise, but were unfortunate in being fouled in the first heat. ’

Hopes run high for a good boating season next summer. The Battalion has
bought most of the Devon’s boats, and now possesses two racing boats, a practice
boat for each company, and some spare boats for training beginners.

It is hoped that enthusiasm will increase under such favourable conditions, and
that the Battalion will be well to the fore in the next Command Boat Race.

CRICKET.

The cricket season in Malta is the same as in England. In Malta we play on
matting-on-concrete pitches under a very hot sun and in a most unpleasant glare.
Sometimes there is grass in the outfield, but that generally dies about the end of
June.  We have been unlucky in cricket grounds this season, Floriana parade ground
being our only regular pitch. Our parade ground is on a slope, and is made of
macadam now broken up, so fielding is a somewhat hectic pastime. We were
given, on the average, one and two allotments per week on the garrison ground at
the Marsa. Down at the Marsa one hundred runs per hour is average scoring. The
matting wicket prevents bowlers from ** really doing their stuff,”” with the result
that most matches generally result in a draw. Such has been the case with us.
All we have had is only four results—won two, lost two. ~ =

In the Governor’s Cup we lost to the Royal Artillery by an innings and_several
runs. Al lot depends on the winning of the toss in these matches, as the side that
fields in the fierce glare all day and then goes in to bat of an evening may easily
lose three of its best batsmen for very few runs. . .

In the Soldiers’ Cup, the competition for teams consisting entirely of other
ranks, we drew against the South Staffordshire Regiment, and were finally beaten
on the third day’s play after a very exciting match. :

On the whole we were unlucky in our cricket this year, owing to so many
of our team being in England on leave or on courses.

L./Sergt. Caldicutt and Pte. Keen were our two most consistent batsmen, and
have shown tremendous improvement. Lieut. Burton represented the Army versus
the Navy in both inter-Service fixtures, and was top scorer in both matches.
Besides Lieut. Burton, the following also represented the Army zersus the Navy
in one match:—2/Lieut. Metcalfe, Ptes. Keen and Underdown.

Companies have had many games against the numerous ships of the Fleet, and
much sport has resulted. The Ricasoli detachment had their own ground and,
as a result, had a greater opportunity for playing company matches. Next year we
hope to do much better. We now have a ground of our own, and some room for
putting up a net, and with these opportunities we should go far towards winning
the Governor’s and Soldiers’ Cups.

Water Poro.
The standard of play in the Battalion at the close of the season was remarkably
high, and four good company teams entered for the Command Tournament, three
of these reaching the second round, and one the third round.
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The Battalion side entered for the Inter-Unit Tournament, and in the first
round were drawn at home, the opposition being the 48th Regiment. The game
was played at Ricasoli, and resulted in an easy victory for the Battalion by 13
goals to 1. The advantage was with the winners, who had been able to put in the
maximum amount of practice during the early part of the season, whereas the
48th Regiment, stationed at Imtarfa, had been able to do very little. - ;

The Battalion was again drawn at home in the secopd round, the visitors in
this case being The King’s Own Malta Regiment. : This match proved one of
the best games of the season. Play was of a high standard, and very fast
throughout. The Battalion opened the scoring early in the first ’half, and held
the lead until thirty seconds before the interval, when the King’s Own Malta
Regiment equalized from a scrimmage in the goalmouth. Sooq after play
recommenced the visitors were awarded a free throw for a technical mfnnggment
by one of the defenders, as a result of which they took the lead. Two minutes
later further misfortune befell the Battalion, a misunderstanding bctween the
defenders ending in the ball going through the goal, ghus placing the visitors two
goals ahead. From then onwards the play was dominated by the Battalion, and
the visitors’ goal was subjected to a terriic bombardment. Time and again the
ball struck the crossbar, and finally a fine effort by Pte. Copway resulted in a great
goal. The closing minutes of the game were most exciting, but there was no
further scoring. . e

Result: —1st Bn. The Queen’s Royal Regiment, 2; King’s Own Malta
Regiment, 3. ? e S

The Battalion League was again won by *‘ C >’ Company, with *“ D >’ Company
as very good runners-up. Special congratulations are tendered to C.S.M. Watford.
the Battalion’s veteran right-back, on his great performance in winning the
Command Championship in throwing the water polo ball.

Lire Saving.

During the summer a class was held for the Royal Life Saving Society for the
Proficiency Certificate and Bronze Medallion.

Ten candidates were submitted for examination, and all were successful, and
subsequently qualified for the Award of Merit.

The successful candidates were : —Cpl. Yarwood, L./Cpls. Bunton and Sharpe,
Ptes. Spencer, Palowkar, Peake, Barry, Jayes, Hermitage and A. Thompson.

Cpl. Yarwood was also awarded the Hon. Instructor’s Certificate.

SWIMMING.

We have heard it said that ‘ the Dbest part of Malta is the sea which surrounds
it,” and there is a great deal of truth in this. - 2

This past summer we have had exceptional opportunities of amusing ourselves
aquatically, and we have taken advantage of them. Our one ambition has been
the elimination of the non-swimmer, and we have, to a great extent, succeeded.
Since January last nearly 600 swimming certificates ‘have been issued. There are
three grades of these : —1st Class, 8oo yardg in 25 minutes; 2nd Class, 440 yards in
15 minutes; 3rd Class, 100 yards (time unlimited). J - |

Many are the harrowing scenes we have witnessed in this atter cass,l men
swallowing quite incredible quantities of sea water and others whq sink when almost
within reach of land gargling for help, which is soon forthcoming from members
of our Life Saving: Squad who stand by on these occasions. We even have those
we term non-starters who, as soon as they have left the picquet boat to start
shorewards, disappear from view and have to be hauled on board again.
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There is a question we should like answered : Wherg do those warrant officers
who are non-swimmers carry out their punching up "’ for the 100 yards tests?
No one seems ever to have seen one in the act. A vast crowd turned out one day
on to the bathing beach, as someone seems to have started a rumour that a warrant
officers’ 100 yards test was going to be held. Needless to say they returned
barrackwards disappointed. ]

Perhaps those of them whose bones are not so young as they were like to
secrete themselves in little corners worthy of their age and dignity and safe from
prying eyes—who knows, and, anyway, who blames them? But still, we should
like to know. ] . 1

Some of the non-swimmers have had very hard times trying—in fact, it 1s
known that one has tried eight times up to date and has sunk like a stone each
time, but still perseveres with the rest; and now, what with non-commissioned
officers and men coaching in the shallow end, and officers tottering along the brink
towing a body in a ‘‘cradle,”’ great progress has been made, and all companies
have reduced their non-swimmers’ roll to single figures. Two hundred and twenty-
five 1st Class, 114 2nd Class and 250 3rd Class Certificates have been issued this
year, and we can definitely say we are a good swimming battalion.

On August 8th the Battalion Aquatic Sports were held at the Hay Wharf. The
weather was indeed ideal, as usual. The Royal Engineers organized all the
apparatus most efficiently, consequently everything went off smoothly and quite a
high standard was reached. The Inter-Company Challenge Shield was keenly
contested, ‘“ C”” Company winning it by a narrow margin. Great excitement
prevailed during the Inter-Company Relay, which was to decide the fate of the
Challenge Shield. Comic relief was provided half-way through the programme_by
e}iiforts to walk the greasy pole, only three competitors being successful in reaching
the end.

Lieut.-Col. Boyd, D.S.O., very kindly presented the prizes at the end, so
terminating a very enjoyable afternoon.

The following is a table of the results: —

BATTALION AQUATIC SPORTS. .
Points 1o Count.

Event. 1st. and. 3rd, “HQ" MG. “B" “C” "D/

Half-Mile ... "C" Company .. *“H.Q. Wing ... “B"Company ... 4 2 6
Water Polo ... ... “C"Company .. “D'"Company .. M.G.Company 2 6
Battalion Champion-

ship, 100 Yards ... Pte. Conway, “ B”... Pte.Cole, D" ... Pte. Thompson,“C" 1
High Dive ... ... Pte.Cole," D" ... Pte. Conway, " B"... Pte. Wilson, “ H.Q."

vates' Race ... Pte. Conway, ““B"... Pte. Grove, M.G. ... Pte, Thompson, “C" 1
Caorporals’ Race ... L./Cpl Gray, ' B"... L./Cpl. Barrett, * Cpl. Hooker, “ D **
Spring Board Dive ... Pte Cole, D" ... Pte. Conway, *B"... L./Cpl. Barrett,“ B’
Sergeants' Race ... Sergt. Wyles, M.G. CS.M. WatK:er. H.Q. Sergt, Lee,"D" ...
Tug-of-War ... ... “C" Company ... M.G. Company ... “B" Company
Relay Race ... ... M.G. Company ... “C’' Company ... “D" Company

Totals ...
Enlisted Boys' Race Boy Crouch. Boy Pitt. Boy Deacon.
Open Relay Race ... 1st Devons. R.MA. K.O.M.R.
Greasy Pole ... ... Pte. Dolby. Pte. Walford. Pte. Cole.
Winners of Exhibition Water Polo Match : st Bn. The Devonshire Regiment.

In September the Battalion entered teams for the Command Aquatic Sports, in
the following events:—

200 Yards Free Style Relay.—Team: Pte. Conway, Pte. Cole, Pte. Thompson
and Pte. Jayes. Result: Third place out of seven teams.

Throwing the Polo Ball. —Entries: C.S.M. Watford and Pte. Peake. Result:
Winner, C.S.M. Watford.

200 Yards Variety Race.—Teams: Pte. Paloka and Pte. Spencer (50 yards back-
stroke). Pte. Hermitage and Pte. Conway (50 yards breast-stroke). Result:
Third place out of seven teams.
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Swimming Under Water.—Entries: L./Cpl. Cutmore and Pte. Williams.
Result: Winner, Pte. Williams (56 yards).

400 Yards Free Style Relay.—Team: Pte. Conway, Pte. Cole, Pte. Thompson
and Pte. Jayes. Result: Fourth place out of seven teams.

15-ft. Swallow Dive.—Entries: Pte. Cole and Pte. Conway. Result: Pte. Cole,
second place.

400 Yards Team Race.—Team: L./Cpl. Gray, Pte. Conway, Pte. L.ouden and
Pte. Ball. Result: Third place out of seven teams.

. Hay Wharf was again the scene of activity. The meeting was run on an inter-
unit basis, and the Battalion finished up third out of seven teams. The winners were
the Devonshire Regiment, and the runners-up the R.M.A. Col. Sewell, O.C.
Froops, Malta, at the time, and Mrs. Sewell, were present, the latter presenting
the prizes. In his speech, Col. Sewell congratulated the winners, and said how very
pleased he was to see a regiment which had only just arrived so high up the list—
in fact, only two points behind the Maltese Regiment, who have every advantage
aquatically, having spent all their time by the sea.

We can safely say that our swimming season has been a decided success, and
we very much hope to win the Command Sports next year.

The following were awarded their Swimming Colours for 1929: C.S.M.
Watford, L./Cpl. Cutmore, L./Cpl. S. Gray, Ptes. Ball, Cole, Conway, Jayes,
Hermitage, Louden, Palowkar, Peake, Spencer, A. Thompson and Williams.

WEAPON TRAINING NOTES.

The isolated assertion that ** history repeats itself ”’ may most deservedly be
dubbed a dull platitude, but since military essays are often preceded by some
sententious quotation, perhaps we may be pardoned for using this one to explain
the fact that, though not a few of us left China hoping we had had our last
glimpse, at any rate for some considerable time, of even what is often by courtesy
termed the white side of a marking disc (who said ¢ Lancers ?’’), we had no sooner
set foot in Maltese dust than we again found ourselves behind the butts of our
rifles, and in front of the butts—this time of Pembroke Ranges—and ourselves
once more the butts of any unconsumed portion of the firing point officer’s daily
ration of sarcasm surplus to markers’ requirements despatched per telephone and
recetved perhaps. Each range in this affluent and salubrious W.D. preserve has
1ts own telephone exchange, so that all the butt markers have to do if they are
more tha_n usually shocked at the firing point officer’s explosive expletives is to
switch him through to the Adjutant and Quartermaster Ranges, or the Chief
Range Warden, and gloat. Thus it may sometimes be the case that this is all the
firing point officer can hear them doing.

. . Though we are now only four days from home instead of four weeks, the
highly civilized and luxuriously appointed limousines supplied by the China Motor
Bus C(_)mpany during our sojourn in the celestial ‘‘ heathen ’’ empire are mere
memories, which have given place to what we reluctantly have to admit as horrible
realities in the form of highly incredible vehicles sold to us (we think, for we have
Just opened the bill) by Messrs. (how apt!) Maimyou (and anyone who gets in the
way) Brothers, whose fleet of fast cars appear to be at our disposal as far as the
tfangeé and subsequently at that of the highest bidder the moment our backs are
urned.
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The vehicles in question have to be seen to be pelieved and, even then, one is
left rather incredulous. They require to be sampled to be avoided, shamed by
derisive cheers from the troops to be induced to negotiate many a modest incline,
cleaned to fall to pieces, and dodged by the unwary pedestrian when their
(pedestrians’ and buses’) noses are towards home,

Like all good soldiers, they possess number and name, the latter in large
nted on their exteriors, which are also often embellished with
ueer creations—reproductions, we eventually concluded,
f the more advanced murial artists among the ancient

cave-dwellers, Such racy appellations as * Excelsior,”” ** Bluebird,” ** Gozo Girl "
invite the inveterate gambler to offer odds, while the many dangers encountered
together on the road, and the frequent difficulties shared and overcome together
have engendered in our hearts quite an affection for ‘‘ Lily,”” *‘ Beatrice " and
« Lizzie.”” We had some early misgiving that ‘‘ Notabile,”’ in bold characters

¢“ NOT-An-automoBILE,” and wondered

e an abbreviation fqr
ndidly classified until we identified the name on

uncouth letters pai
crests, cameos and other g

of the worst nightmares o

might prove to b
why the entire fleet was not thus ca
the map of Malta.

tent, counteracted by the comforting display in a small

Though, to a certain ex
frame in the cab of each vehicle of a piece of coloured paper bearing the reassuring

heading ‘* Car License,”” we were at first caused some uneasiness by the
announcement, in black paint on the fore-end of the roof inside some of the buses
“ 14 Inside, 4 Out.” In spite of the condition of the Maltese roads and the
efforts of Georgio Jehu at the wheel, it is not often that as many as four are
ejected on one journey, however, and even when the jockey inadvertently left his
off-fore wheel hanging over a small precipice on leaving the range we still escaped
to pay the bill.
A Scicluna—or two—having mounted the executioner’s box, there is a sound
like a rattle snake that has got loose in a box of ‘‘ empties,” a confused clash
of mangled machinery like a sergeant-major stropping his razor, accompanied by
metallic murmurings and grunts from within the antiquated bonnet—a series of
violent vibrations shakes the elongated bathing machine, the disturbance culminates
in a succession of jerks and bounces, and we are off (in one or more senses)
Nomadic herds of somnambulent goats fling legs, udders and rudders in all
directions, and take refuge on the babe-bespangled doorsteps of buxom ladies
who sit and air their offspring in the clouds of white dust stirred up by the passing

convoy.

We arrive and disembark. ‘‘The Gozo Girl” j i
six hundred and seven hundred firing points, z:rll(cil }ﬁi?tfr;gncésrszr: pa\rb:dpt;;wiﬁré
dust off our rifles (No, Dust!), uncork our iodine if it is a ** run up. ’* practice, and
wait for the range warden to fold his table napkin and ask if he may ‘‘ get down.”’
He arrives wiping the froth from his ebony moustache. Vendors of grapes and
ate articles calculated to provide the requisite quantity of firing boint litter
report preselt:t,Rand we thml]; V\;le are ready to start.

Pembroke Ranges may be distinguished from the A
fact that a sufficient quantity of earth has been col};:ctelipsfr(:)l;nszgﬁme: enagr(: t;)f’ tge
island we cannot yet have encountered to provide butts. These laé)ed side be
side at intervals along the shore, indicate the most likely places fnpwhich to ﬁn?j,
the respective ranges sefri'ved.

From the remotest firing point, right down to the reddi
is hardly a blade of anything one would recognize as grggs].Sh ’lf‘;%w:ogligt;’rethl?lze
pumice stone with thin sharp edges of worm-eaten appearance. We have a erfeci
counterpart of the townward trend and migration of populations, so marqced in
recent years at home, in the manner in which the Maltese goat frequents, in such

appropri
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MALTA RIFLE MEETING, 1929

‘B’ COMPANY LEWIS GUN TEAM.

WINNERS LEWIS GUN CUP,

L./Cpl. Binder, Pte. Byrne, Pte. Timms, Pte. Chesterton. 3
L./Cpl. Carmen, L./Cpl. Delaney, Lieut. Bradley, L./Cpl. Dimmock, L./Cpl. Halliday.

Back Row:

Front Row :
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large numbers, the streets and doorways of Sliema and Valletta, leaving us to play
the goat on our pumice stone playground at Pembroke.

The transport difficulties described are merely part of the invigorating obstacles
with which one has recently had to contend in the performance of practice shoots
for competitions. During the firing of Annual Courses, companies, etc.,
concerned, have had the advantage of proximity to the ranges, being encamped
thereon for the necessary periods, and it is hoped that, now the Battalion is in
St. George’s Barracks, matters will be easier all round, though, in lieu of the
former “‘Pussyfoot " plaint that we were too near the town, we may soon find
the troops’ customary lordly indulgence in the carozzi* as a mode of transport,
rendering the Battalion perpetually * Pembroke.”

Shooting in Malta is in some respects as good as that in China, for behind each
butts is a preserve of water marked by buoys, and not infrequently invaded by the
Gozo boat as well as other legitimate prey, though connoisseurs of the old school
may prefer the Chinese grass-cutters of Iion Rock.

!As regards the more serious forms of recreation, we have learned, since the last
issue, that the Battalion obtained the following results in the Army Rifle Association
Competitions (Non-Central, Abroad, 1928) fired at Hong-Kong : —

The Queen Victoria Trophy (Series * C*’—nine entries).—Winners, 12th Royal
Lancers; aggregate, 1925.5." Sixth place, 1st Bn. The Queen’s Royal Regiment;
aggregate, 1223.19,

The King George Cup (Series “B”—s55 entries).—Winners, 12th Royal

Lancers; score, 335. Second place, 1st Bn. The Queen’s Royal Regiment;
score, 317. Battalion team received bronze medals.

The First Army Cup (Series *“ B ”—14 entries).—Winners, 2nd Bn. K.O.S.B.;
score, 130; Third place, 1st Bn. The Queen’s Royal Regiment; score, 121. Fifth
place, 1st Bn. The Queen’s Royal Regiment; score, 113.

The Hopton Cup (Series “ B ”—187 entries).—Winners, 2nd Bn. Royal
Warwick Regiment; score, 322. Fiftieth place, 1st Bn. The Queen’s Royal
Kegiment; score, 197.

. The Machine Gun Cup (Series ** B "’—81 entries).—Winners, 2nd Argyll and
Sutherland Highlanders; score, 799. Ninth place, 1st Bn. The Queen’s Royal
Regiment; score, 650. Thirteenth place, 1st Bn. The Queen’s Royal Regiment;
score, 599.

More recentk the Battalion obtained the following results in the Malta
Command Small Arms Meeting, which took place in September : —

Army Individual Championship.—ist, Pte. Wickens:; 7th, Lieut. B. E. L,
Burton; gth, Clr.-Sergt. Handscomb.

All Comers.—4th, Clr.-Sergt. Handscomb; 1oth, Pte. Wickens; 11th, Lieut.
B. E. L. Burton,

Company Match.—1st, Machine Gun Company.

Snapshooting, Gas Defence and Rapid Fire.—3rd, ** H.Q.” Wing.
Vickers Gun Match.—1st, Machine Gun Company.

Lewis Gun Match.—1st, ““ B Company.

Officers’ Match.—Second place (winners, 1st Bn. Devonshire Regiment).

* A species of four-poster *’ 6;1_non-pneumatic w-heel_s, -drawn by an honourable rheumatTc
quﬁdl’upaﬂf Nate —This is merely poetic license, for most Maltese horses are remarkably agile and
well cared for
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Malta Command Challenge Cup.—1st, 1st Bn, The Northamptonshire ‘Regi-
ment, 119} points; 2nd, 1st Bn. The Queen’s Royal Regiment, 84 points. Matches
counting : Falling Plate Competition (in which the M.G. team reached the semi-
finals), Company Match, Snapshooting and Defence, Vickers Match, Lewis
Gun Match, and Revolver Cup. _

The weather took sides against us, and won the toss. It added just an element
of “ chance ” in such matches of skill as the Falling Plate Competition, it having
to be decreed that if the wind overturned one’s plate before a bigger splash than
most en route heralded one’s arrival on the firing point, one was counted out, even
though one might still have one’s head above water. Should a wave come over
the stop-butts, one was also out, and it was the ** fortunes of war."”

As an example of the more studied diversions, it may be sufficient to quote one
extract from the programme—the conditions of Match X :—

Open to 1 Skeleton L.A. Section per Battalion.

Team to consist of Regimental Sergeant-Major and Bandmaster.

On the command * Go’’ from the conducting officer, No. 2 fetches a box of
ammunition from ‘‘the Quartermaster’s.”” No. 1 dashes back to barracks and
signs the Issue and Receipt Book. No. 2 loads the ammunition into magazines.
Targets will be exposed for 30 seconds.

On the appearance of the targets, No. 1 brings the gun into the shoulder and
fumbles for the cocking-handle. The sights are not upright. He gives the pistol
grip a few resounding thumps on alternate sides, and the gun capsizes. No. 2 has
it on its legs again. No. 1 presses the trigger, and is thereupon convinced that he
should have rotated the magazine at some earlier stage of the proceedings. He
just has time to remedy this omission before the targets go down, and to put most
of the contents of a full magazine into the bank before the whistle stops.

No. 1 unloads gun, pulls back the cocking-handle twice, leaps to his feet and
reports ‘° Gun clear.” Markers pull down the target and report target ditto.

Follow the fortunes of Private Percival Punchup.

As the day ebbs, a disconsolate figure with rifle slung wanders wearily on his
homeward way. With the aid of a stump of pencil he is engaged in a little
arithmetical calculation on the back of a card. His ruminations appear to
crystallize into a couple of columns, which might be headed respectively *“ We "’
and * They.” We glance over his shoulder, and by the assistance of the eye we
did remember to keep clear of the bayonet boss, we glean the secret of his *‘ glum-
ness '’ to be as follows: —

By Pool Bull as under: —

Takings £113 0
Less 10 per cent. Meeting Expenses ... £0o 3 ©

EINIONN0
Shares between six winners = §s. to me.

To Ticket (entitling bearer to 5 rounds .303 S.A.A., half
a dozen square yards of firing point, and share of
services as follows: —

Firing Point.
One subaltern (4 hours).
One effective N.C.O. (not ours).
One ineffective and innocuous N.C.O. (ours).
One deflected telephone, and its attendant.
Red Flag.
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Butts. Two subalterns (only one affected). (Still,
only 4 hours, as duties sub-alternately.)
Two disaffected N.C.Os.
Twenty inefficient markers.
The other end of the telephone and a man to
shout, ‘“ Can’t hear you.”
T . Red and white flag) ...
0 Washing 1 suit drill (the writer looks ruefully down at
Jacket and pair of shorts that look as if their
wearer had spent the greater part of the day lying
In a vat of tomato soup) ...
” Wasel;ggl (;:}Langhe underclothes (necessity for this
ine the consist
i A R e
»» Repairs I pr. boots (necessity for this ‘ fair wear and
tear,”” occasion unfair advantage taken by Lieut.
Puttenham Down, as the firer lay with his rotten
= sole aspiring heavenwards) ... £0o 4 o
at tin of blacking couldn’t possibly last till next
pay day now ... £o o 43

Total so far ... £0 6 7%

morni;l;e’ :rfdhﬁd })leen able to scrounge a lift in a bus bringing out the teams that
SR i e had hoped to catch it back. But he had had to wait and draw
Cvongratulat'u money, and there had been that little delay for the receipt of
St Tulion lons in the canteen, and the bus had gone! That meant a carozzi to
Si, 1e1%:_s and bus to Floriana! Good gracious!
Tlve large bottles at a tanner a head ... 2s. 6d
The - Wo Packets of “‘ Scissors ”’ at 3d. os. 6d.
Bl st ri;{l}'i]:rk qyeﬁ St. Andrew’s guard-room said 5.30. Yes, he had missed the
of “C 1oy ullo, Perce, old boy! Going home?”” And there was Hobbs
o 2 2 Ofrrtlgzng;nwgllth ‘}\Iﬁl.)bs dothx‘tchee Queue, and Gosh of “ B,” with a
R : issed t . in i
We !}‘iha\;e e U e ‘ buckshee ’ bus! Never mind! Carozzi!l
| le last chapters of the stor i i i
g ! ters 1 y might borrow their headings fro -
Jergeant's favourite light literature, and be set out as follows g_ m e gl
(Said Private Perci Py g
rivate Percival Punchup, with the rain trickling down his neck.)
Cr.
s. d.
Items due to ‘“ bad luck,” or malice
of markers—1 Pool Bull ... st 5 O
Balance Dr. due to excess of Items

hitherto recorded over that shown
above ... e 12 34

Dr,

Itt;)lg:i tcil‘t)x: to the' .\?’eathﬁrl and/or prone
Items due to ** the Pub.lick * ..
Ot\l;:a: ].tems also due to Poisonous Pa.l.é
Carozzi, St. Andrew's Gua:
to St. Julien's (for ) rd oy
Sliema *“'A ** Bus, St. Julien’s
to Valletta (for s) .
Supper at the “* Poor Fish *' (for 55
Steak and Chips at 1s. (bread

Included) ... 5 o

17 3%

'* Private Punchu i w
T : p to see you, sir; says 'e wants casual payment
1s ‘count won’t stand it. Right tu,rn—’quigk march!”’ = A B
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AN OFFICER’S DIARY OF THE
GREAT WAR, 1914-18

(Continued from page 18, May Number, 1929.)

June 26T To OCTOBER QTH, IQI5.

June 26th.—On this date we moved to Beuvry. I went on ahead of the
Battalion to select the billets, and met Col. Davidson, of the South Staffords, who
was able to tell me all about the accommodation, so I had it fixed up by the time
the Battalion arrived at 2 p.m. 'A French balloon close to the village attracted the
enemy’s fire for three hours during the morning. We had our mess in a conserva-

tory on the main Annequin road.
About this time Lieut. Walsh, R.A.M.C., went to a Field Ambulance, and
Capt. Clausen, R.A.M.C., replaced him as Battalion Medical Officer.

June 27th to July 20th.—Companies went out each day to the vicinity of Pont
Fixe for work from 8 a.m. till § p.m. This work was carried out under I Corps.
On July 4th Col. Wilkins started on leave, but returned as the trains were not
running. He finally went next day, and Lieut. Fowler joined us on the sth inst.
On July 7th the enemy were very persistent in shelling the observation balloon near
Beuvry, but they had no success. We gave a concert the same evening outside
the Field Ambulance.

The people in my billet were very kind, and used to have black coffee ready
for me every evening after dinner. I practised my French on them quite a lot, but
they talked a good deal of patois, e.g., ‘‘ Prennes cailelle, assie t" a terre '’ is what
they used to say for ‘ Take a chair and be seated.” On July 12th Pte. Preston
shot Pte. Stepney with a revolver, by accident, in his billet. Pte. Stepney was
back with us within a week, little the worse, but Pte. Preston was badly wounded
and evacuated on the 13th while on a working party, and a court of enquiry was
therefore unnecessary. Col. Wilkins returned from leave on the 14th, and “‘A"
Company had a boxing show the same evening. On the 16th Lieut. Howells and
four of our men fell into the canal and had a narrow escape from drowning, while
crossing on a raft, On the 18th we received a warning wire that we were shortly to
join the 2nd Division (5th Infantry Brigade) vice the Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers.

July 21st.—Lieut. Armitage and Pte. Parsons were both killed and Lieut.
Goldberg badly wounded (he died forty-eight hours later) from a premature explo-
sion of a hand grenade this morning. They were practising at the time. This was
an unfortunate incident to celebrate the date on which we joined the 2nd Division.
The funerals took place at 5.15 p.m., and the Battalion marched to Bethune
immediately afterwards and billeted in the Tobacco Factory. Our mess was just
opposite the factory. From this date we had left I Corps Troops for good, and
came under the orders of the 5th Infantry Brigade, vice the Inniskillings, who went
into Corps Troops. The sth Infantry Brigade consisted, beside ourselves, of the
2nd Bn. Oxford and Bucks Light Infantry, 2nd Bn. Highland Light Infantry, and
2nd Bn. Worcestershire Regiment. General Corkran was the Brigade Commander
and Major Robinson was Brigade Major, with Blewitt as Staff Captain and
Thackeray the Brigade Machine Gun Officer.

IstT BATTALION

DHOW
SUNK AT PORT SAID ON WAY TO MALTA

H.Q. WING

Winners: Hong Kong Garrison Football League, 1928-29.
Hong Kong Garrison Hockey Cup, 1928-29.
South China Command Diving Cup, 1928.
Battalion Swimming Cup, 1928.
Battalion Football League, 1928-29
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July 22nd to 24th.—On July 22nd the enemy shelled Bethune twice. One
unlucky shell pitched in the yard of the Ecole des Jeune Filles, where the Innis-
killings were just dismissing ‘a parade. It killed 4 and wounded 41 men. On the
23rd we again got shelled twice in Bethune. It was in this town that Sergt.
Botterill, who was the 2nd Battalion Mess Sergeant, made a name for himself as
a French scholar. The story goes that while doing his shopping one morning he
entered a shop to buy eggs. Not knowing what the French was for eggs, he
picked up a turnip and placed it on the floor. He then sat on it, to the astonish-
ment of the shopkeeper, and began to cluck like a hen. He got the eggs all right.

July 25th to 28¢h —On th

e 25th the Battalion paraded at 9.15 a.m. and marched
by platoons to Cl!iflf:hy, where

/ we took over the line from the 2nd Oxford and Bucks
Light Infantry. Coi. Eden was commanding this battalion, and Crosse was their
adjutant. Our frontage extended from the canal to the La Bassée road. (See
Trench Map 360 N.-W.) The first night was quiet and we had only one man killed.
On the 26th Lieut. Colebrooke and one man were killed and two men wounded.
On the 27th Lieut, Cclebrooke and Pte. Hoare were buried at Battalion Head-
quarters. The latter was in a small house called Woburn Abbey, about fifty yards
from the Cambrin—Pont Fixe road (otherwise known as Harley Street). The walls
of the mess were completely covered with pictures of every actress that ever faced
the footlights. On the 28th Lieut. Battiscombe joined the Battalion.

July '.thh.—“‘/\l 2 p.m. the Oxford and Bucks Light Infantry relieved us in the
front line, and Cai Company remained at Cambrin while two platoons of “ D"’
Company held Cuinchy Support Redoubt, where they relieved the Glasgow High-
landers.  Battalion Headquarters were shelled during the relief, and we had two
men killed and six wounded. The remainder of the Battalion went back to billets
in Annequin (or Annezin, as it was always calleq),

July 30th to August 6th.—Lieut. 1. R . R T
August 1Ist Lieut, Joynson-Hicks, ~ wit Drew joined us on July 31st,

; with 50 ‘men arrived (twenty-second
reinforcement).

We relieved the 2nd Oxford an

d Bucks Ligh fantry in the Cuinchy Sector
by 2 p.m. on August 2nd. The ucks Light Infantry in y

morning report had to be sent into th_e Brigade at
5-30 a.m., and there was always work to be done until long after midnight, so that
one’s nights were considerably curtailed. On August sth the Divisional Com-
mander went round our sector, and we had six casualties the same evening, while
wiring in No Man’s Land.

August 7th.—Our machine gunners were relieved at 10 a.m. and the remainder
of the Battalion at 7 p.m., after which we marched to Vendin-lez-Bethune, which
was reached at 0.30 p.m. On this occasion we had our mess in a small chiteau on
the eastern edge of the village, and 2 number of officers were able to billet in this
building. Our casualties to-day were three killed and eight wounded.

August 8th to 17th.—I handed over the work of Adjutant to Godfrey this
morning, and rode into Bethune with Clausen at 1 p-m. We caught a motor bus
to FOUQ'_"‘"""' where we entrained for Boulogne. Reached Boulogne again on
the evening of August 16th and travelled up by night to Bethune. We found the
Battalion at Ie Quesnoy (east of Bethune) where the accommodation was rather

limited. Godfrey wag delighted at the’ prospect of handing over Adjutant
once more,

August 18th ang 191) - —Lieut. Stutfield went to the Base to-day. On the 1g9th
we had four men killed and two wounded while on a working party. ILord
Kitchener motored through the village this afternoon.

August 20th—A draft of 25 men joined to-day (twenty-third reinforcement).
c
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At 2 p.m. the Battalion marched, by platoons, to Givenchy (see Trench Map 36¢
N.W.), where we took over from the 2nd Oxford and Bucks. The trenches were
very close together, and we got through 400 grenades on the first night, strafing
the enemy’s post.

August 215t to 23rd.—On the 21st we had to clear our front line for two hours
to enable our artillery to fire on the German front line. Their artillery retaliated
from 2.30 p.m. to 4.30 p.m. on Scottish Trench, where we had no troops. The
same procedure and the same retaliation took place on the 22nd inst. We also had
a test S.0.S. at 9 p.m. and got the artillery barrage down in half a minute, which
was quite satisfactory. Lieut. Allen was invalided home on August 22nd. On the
23rd we heard a rumour that the Russians had sunk one German super-Dread-
nought, two cruisers and seven destroyers, so we wrote this information out in
German and heaved it into their front trench in a bottle. We had two men killed
and five wounded to-day. Brooke discovered two of our men pouring a canteenful
of tea on to a German dud trench-mortar bomb which had fallen into our lines.
They were under the impression that it could not go off after this treatment, and
heaved it out of the trench subsequently with perfect equanimity. About this time
we were frequently picking up unexploded German hand grenades which had heen
filled with sawdust by some enterprising German firm.

August 24th.—We were relieved by the 2nd Oxford and Bucks at 11.30 a.m.
and returned to Le Quesnoy.

August 25th to 27th.—On the 26th inst. “A” Company were on working
party all day. The remainder of the Battalion was engaged in repairing the local
defences of the village.

August 28th.—The battalion moved to the Cemetery area in Bethune and we
had our Headquarters once more in the moated Chateau. One man of ours was
accidentally drowned in the baths this evening.

August 29th to September 2nd.—On the 29th we had Church Parade at the
Bethune Theatre. The Battalion had it to themselves and practically filled it, as
we were once more at war strength. In the afternoon I had tea ywth the 2nd
Battalion and saw Longbourne, M. G. Heath and R. L. Heath. On September 1st
the Battalion gave a concert in the theatre and we had a record house, taking
141 francs for charity.

September 3rd to 6th.—We marched up to Windy Corner (near Givenchy) and
relieved the Bedfords in the trenches by 5.30 p.m. During this tour in the line,
there was very heavy weather over our gas cylinders which had to be installed, for
the first time, in our front-line trenches. It was, naturally, to be a surprise, and
the utmost secrecy was to be maintained, so they were always referred to as
““ Rodgers.” On the 6th, owing to the enemy’s tunnelling, we were compelled to
blow up one of our mines at short notice: this destroyed their shaft successfully.
The whole of No Man’s Land was now honeycombed with mines and counter-
mines. In the evening the 2nd Oxford and Bucks relieved us at 7 p.m., and we
returned to Le Quesnoy.

September 7th.—On this date we had a conference of Company Commanders,
to discuss the forthcoming attack.

September 8th to 10th.—On the 8th we relieved the 2nd Oxford and Bucks, at
Givenchy, by § p.m. On the oth inst. Lieuts. Drew and Eltham, with three men,
were wounded by the premature explosion of a grenade. On the 10th the 2nd
Oxford and Bucks relieved us once more, and we returned to L.e Quesnoy. The
same evening a mine exploded under the 2nd Highland Light Infantry and did

considerable damage.
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September 11th to 13th.—The 11th and 12th i i
) " were spent in preparing for th
;t;::gl; g.tt Gl;l/enchy. On the 13th the Battalion assembled at (I;org Bri%lge ang
ed to the Cemetery area at Bethune, where we took up our old Headquarters.

September 14th to 16th.—Olliver came to dine with us on the 14th, as he was

then billeted in the Tob F joi
o 2y reinforcerflfe;(t)). actory. On the 15th a draft of 18 men joined us

September 17th and 18th.—The Battalion
vk S5l | . ! paraded at 3 p.m. on the 17th and
1(:::]\";'\['.1 ]}? 2kSeqt-or, between Givenchy and the canal. This sector incluZied t?]e
; an's Duck Bill. We had one killed and five wounded this evening.

September 19th to 215t.—We were relieved at 6.30 p.m. on the 19th inst., and

marched to billets near E icki
i llets ssars. On th ‘ i
drowned in the canal. R e e ek i e

- ;S‘eé&fr:rni:;‘:p zé*:fi‘.;glux;nartil(ljeryffbomé)ardment commenced to-day at daybreak.
< pP-IN. The 3att ove o] a i iti i
Battalion Headquarters was in Hilders il(edtoouobkt. o R e

- thbeeg;;c;nlfgé}ﬁg;ddillgiﬁt ?;t?acrlx(t was postponed, and we were accordingly relieved
We had two men wounded ang si;ykaimflesdpt.gj&;;d reached Le Quesnoy at 7.30 p.m.
September 24th.—T'he (.'.()mm:mding Officer held a conference in the Officers’

Mess during the mornin : : ' ;
the BattalioiiSred thg,zifédi_ﬁ[gtﬁlxznl]eda\;lrilg behind all surplus articles of kit, etc.,

land Light Infantry closed dpiriy ght Infantry in B 2 Sector. The High-

and Bucks on our left in B 3 Sector_R I Sector, on our right, and the 2nd Oxford

j ; GIVENCHY (BaTTLE oF Loos).

eptember 25th,—A¢t ¢

at 67 am. The 3rd Infa‘rJ1-t3£z “Bn‘ (::r 8as was released, and the advance began
to commence befere ih Y. d!‘!.-&’\.\.(' attack, in which we took part, was timed
gt sae e “fwrfimrll_gj er of the Loos attack. Our role was to attract
ol T A gossTiie by a semblance of great strength. We penetrated
b HETSE 1l 5rd Ipl)_{'lf ‘me and remained there for two hours, being the last
b % v iy p‘{-ettv,]T.[Ed-dF- to withdraw in face of overwhelming numbers.
Bunbury Foster ln;'uqfl;;l: P\_I-ici_:i“if_tri]l’-r;;llbhuw. Howell and Plant were all killed;
#his we Ibst 120 fion kiiled .an.ci‘z"66ﬁwo{m]d£§1w and Brooke were wounded. Beside

September 26th —Thj .

ey \I:Iherp "; '_,?f_}:[-”‘ Th,l.sh?om”},g Pte. Burch and I had a difference of opinion
vaundiifis Tike. o w‘”‘_ Innie = was going to fall. We had just been right
s e et derth returning towards the support line in a communication
“ Minnie "’ -("U.mirlx rd-the %ntw s warning whistle, which meant that there was a
see the ** Minnie g over. Lveryone used to look up on this signal, as one could
Pt Pl .coming down. On this occasion we both saw it, and Burch
“ ‘t's coming right here.”” He started to run t ds th t li I
the other hand, judged from i j Fba s s ok R
il e sapors o Y m 1ts trajectory that it was going to land between us
Weight wes thf ¢, and started to go forward. We collided, and fortunately my
the * Minmie " greater and carried Burch and myself round the traverse just as

Yinnie © exploded where we would have been if he had had his way. The

2nd Highland L .
ad N ai)c:ut 91gIr)}.1xt'n-Intantry took over our front again to-day, and we reached

‘itfrfc"fsteg’;btilr 2zltlh.—The Battalion was turned out at 4 p.m. to line the local
again at 7 p.mt? village, but it turned out to be nothing and we were all dismissed
c2
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September 28th.—We marched to Beuvry and took over our old billets, with
the mess in the conservatory.

Loos.

September 29th.—The Battalion marched up the line at 1.45 p.m. and took
over from the 1oth Highland Light Infantry (gth Division) south of La Bassce
road and immediately opposite the Hohenzollern Redoubt (see Trench Map 36¢c
N.W.). Hundreds of Scotsmen were lying out in No Man’s Land here, having
been gassed by our own gas during the advance. The relief was a trifle chaotic,
as our predecessors were raw and had had a trying time.

September 3oth.—Weeding was badly wounded through the arm at 4.30 a.m.
this morning while superintending the filling in of a large grave. I got a message
at Battalion Headquarters and went up to meet him. He was extraordinarily
plucky and we walked down the whole way, holding the broken arm with the other
and chatting away all the time. The 2nd Battalion were next but one to us on the
right, and both the Heaths were killed to-day. We were relieved this evening and
returned to Beuvry very late. Crighton and Harland joined to-day.

October 1st.—Marched to Vermelles (Lens 11 Map) in the afternoon. The
companies were all accommodated in trenches east of this village, and Headquarters
were in a redoubt on the main road to Loos. Lieut. Faulkner joined us this
evening. There was tremendous traffic through Vermelles, as this was the only
main artery for the Loos salient. We passed the remnants of the 2nd Battalion on
the march and saw Furze and Ross. J. R. Walpole joined this evening.

October 2nd to 4th.—On the 2nd we remained in reserve and had no fighting.
On the 3rd we were relieved by the 3rd Guards Brigade at 10 a.m. It was the
first time we had seen the Guards Division in action, and they made a very fine
show advancing to the attack through us. We marched to Bethune, on relief, and
were billeted in the Tobacco Factory. Lieuts. Skeet and Perfect joined this
evening with a draft of 100 men (twenty-fifth reinforcement).

October 25th.—The Battalion marched to Avelette (near Hinges) and settled
into billets.

October 6th to gth.—On the 6th H. C. Williams, Grey and Abercrombie joined
the Battalion. On the 8th we had to stand-to from 3 p.m. to II p.m., owing to a
German attack on the Irish Guards, which the latter repulsed.

(To be continued.)

WORK FOR DISCHARGED SOLDIERS.

During September, 157 soldiers completed courses of instruction at the Army
Vocational Training Centres at Hounslow, Aldershot and Chisledon, and 115
obtained immediate employment on leaving the Colours. In addition to overseas
settlement, the courses include carpentry, plastering, painting, bricklaying, boot
repairing, motor mechanism, positions of trust, private service and a dozen other

occupations.
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2nd BATTALION

. HEdsummer 1s .thq period in which the Army carries out its collective training,

I and we have again beeq most fortunate in the weather. Financial stringency
traininprevemedl us from taking part in manceuvres on a large scale, though the
by g was no less strenuous on that account, for our experience is that the larger

e orceshertl)glaged the less we are called upon to exert ourselves. We are still
;eorgklgnuc 'the i“i strength, and the imagination is taxed to the utmost when
e i gt_w1 ds eleton forces. Our poet tells a very true tale of the high state of

agmation demanded from a non-commissioned officer who finds himself in
command of an imaginary platoon.

\'i:[tid{}”H‘ -ﬁﬂsmuEwas freely interspersed \yith cricket matches, which included our
et ot b 5 xcellent, when a most enjoyable match took place. This year our
. or?e o the'a so lsem' a jolly party to Dove‘r, and the Corporals entertained them
great style af 1]r tS}11) erlldld dances. The Glorious First of June was celebrated in
Héld"in HML A 'CL: plzices. We are now preparing to take part in a Tattoo to be
e T hxc;’ ent during July 1st, 1930, when they celebrate the hundredth

! T y of the formation of the Gunnery School. The programme promises
a nr§1§;1c asshslégw, and we feel greatly, honoured in being asked to assist at it.
~ duri?l 5tth inque Ports Bn. The Royal Sussex Regiment spent a fortnight with
g §riene sumdmer, and we amalgamated with them for training. It was a
g gr' cte and a very pleasant one—both battalions benefited very much by

= p blmen , and we hope that' the good work will continue. We feel sure that
nothing but good can come of this close liaison with the Territorial Army, and we
greatly hope that a Territorial Battalion of The Queen’s Royal Regiment will train
with us next year. .T‘he 4th and sth Territorial Battalions of the Regiment carried
out their annual training at Shorncliffe, and we saw a good deal of them, but not
nearly enough, as we were hard at work at the same time.

The 19th Light Battery from Norwich, which is affiliated to our Brigade,
spent some months with us, and we greatly enjoyed having them. They taught us
much, and we were extremely sorry when they left us. We exchanged officers
with this battery, Lieut. Combe, of The Queen’s, changing over with Capt.
Filleul, of the Light Battery, for six months. These exchanges are of great value
to both units, and an excellent liaison with our close support weapon was estab-
lished. We hope we shall be fortunate enough to have Major Bagnall and his

little pets *’ with us again next year.

1 The hlgher authorities have of late been urging young officers to leave their

units for a time and go out and get experience in the great world; as a result,
there has been a great exodus from the Battalion this autumn.
d Major Denton has gone to take up the Adjutancy of the Inns of Court;
Lapt_. Foster is_ taking up the Adjutancy of the sth Bn. The Queen’s Royal
Regiment at Guildford; and Lieuts. Combe, Kelly and Wood have departed to try
the plea.sures and excitements of service on the West Coast.

Major Basset has returned to us from the Staff at Gibraltar, Capt. Howells
from East Africa, Capt. Bathgate and Lieut. Wright from the West Coast.

Lieut. R. A. Dawson has joined us from Sandhurst. He is the son of Brig.-
f:xgglerlzzl R. Dawson, C.B., who commanded the 2nd Battalion at Colchester and
ribraltar.

We congratulate Lieut. Grimston on having been selected to play cricket for
Sussex and the Army.
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We also congratulate Capt. Ivor Hughes on obtaining a private pilot’s flying
licence. Capt. Hughes spent some of his ‘‘ spare time *’ at the Staff College this
summer in learning to fly. I think this must be the first civil licence obtained by an
officer in the Regiment. It is certainly a great triumph when one realizes how
intensive the training at the Staff College is in these days, and how short is the
‘‘ spare time.”’

The Battalion is just about to move to Connaught Barracks, on the Eastern
Heights of Dover—a great improvement on our present quarters. Those of us
who are keen on drill are greatly looking forward to the move, for there we will
find a real parade ground, a pleasant change from the narrow, sloping cliff-top
that goes by the name of a parade ground at the Grand Shaft Barracks.

Recent successes at courses of instruction include: L./Sergt. (now Sergt.) J.
Welsh, who obtained ‘‘ Distinguished "’ at the Small Arms School, Hythe; and
I../Cpl. F. Hope, who received an excellent report at the Physical Training
School, Aldershot, and was recommended to attend the !Advanced Course.

In September we sent a strong draft to the 1st Battalion at Malta, and with
them went two old friends in Sergt. King and Cpl. Sims. We wish them the best

of luck.

SERGEANTS’ MESS NOTES.

By the time this appears in print we expect to be comfortably settled in our
new home at Connaught Barracks, where we hope to accomplish great things,
especially in regard to sport. Here, at Grand Shaft Barracks, we have practically
no playing fields, whilst at Connaught they abound.

As usual, we have had several dances during the last six months, where
everyone present enjoyed themselves to the utmost.

The visit of the sth Battalion was the occasion for greetings and renewals
of friendships with old chums, and an excellent ‘‘ smoker ’ was arranged by the
Entertainment Committee. In return, we visited them at Shorncliffe, and it is
difficult to say which of the two evenings was the best. On both occasions some
very good vocal items were rendered by members of both Messes.

At the beginning of the training season we were visited by the sth Cinque
Ports Bn. The Royal Sussex Regiment, who were attached to us for a fortnight.
During this period we made many friends, and spent some very enjoyable evenings.

The 19th IField Battery, R.A., has been with us nearly all the summer, and
although they are experts in regard to cannons and balls, we just managed to
beat them by a small margin in a farewell billiards match. Besides this, we gave
them a farewell dance, which was strongly attended by members of both units. We
were sorry when the time came for them to go, as they had been with us so long
that they seemed part of us. We wish them the best of luck.

Another notable guest was Cpl. Bernat (the Channel swimmer), of the Austrian
Army. We feel rather honoured to think that the War Office should select our
Mess to entertain a soldier of a foreign Army.

We take this opportunity of congratulating R.S.M. Waspe, C.S.M. Hankin
and S./Sergt. Smith on the occasion of their marriage, and wish them every success
in their great adventure. We also congratulate the C.5.M. Smiths, P. G. and C. H.
ot their promotion to R.S.M.

For the first time a party of married members, accompanied by their families,
attended the Old Comrades’ Garden Party. Although very late in arriving, owing
:_o the long distance and a breakdown, everyone of the party had a very pleasant
ime.
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THE BOYS
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We offer a hearty welcome to the Mess to all members from the 1st Battalion,
the Depot, and on promotion, and, at the same time, good luck to those who have
proceeded to join the 1st Battalion and the Depot.

CORPORALS’ ROOM NOTES.

We find ourselves a very varied company now, divided into two groups—the
old hands with experience of service overseas, and the budding Field Marshal with
less than two years’ service. The latter are very keen, and do quite well in their
work, but we feel they have yet to learn to appreciate the comradeship of a
corporals’ room and the members thereof. We older members would like to see
more of them, and we look forward to the new barracks at Connaught, where
we hope the effect of being a good distance away from the town will get them
to spend their spare time with us, in order that we may talk things over with them.
They in turn will, we hope, be educated in many ways.

On the Glorious First of [l)une we had as our guests the representatives of
H.M.S. Excellent. We were able to give them a very nice dance in the Garrison
Gymnasium, which they appreciated very much.

At Lydden Spout this year we had a much better time, owing to the fact that
we were able to have a comfortable room of our own. The N.A.A.F.I. have
erected a building for the men and corporals when using the camp.

We had the Cinque Ports Bn. The Royal Sussex Regiment attached to us (a
Territorial unit), We trust we gave them the correct impression of how a
corporals’ room should be run.

We also had as our guests, for Brigade Training, the 19th Light Battery, R.A.
A fine lot of fellows indeed; we were sorry when the time came for us to hid them
farewell. We could do nothing more than arrange a social evening in the shape
ot a billiards tournament and smoking concert.

_Among many jokes one heard during manceuvres was the one that our
Acting Cook-Sergeant (who is a member of the corporals) ‘“ ‘Had done very well,
and was worth his salt,”

The time has now come when we ought to settle down and get things working
much better. Most of those due for discharge have gone, and the ‘‘ time ex”’
during the next period are few. Our casualties will be those being promoted to
the Sergeants’ Mess. To those who have left us recently we wish the very best
of good fortune, and to those who are joining our ranks from the drafts as they
arrive from the Depot, we give a very hearty welcome.

THE BOYS’ CLUB.

“To do nothing is to do something definitely wrong,” is a motto which we
think was applicable to the Boys’ Club in not sending * copy”’ for publication.
We hope the following will receive the kindest consideration of the Editor, with a
view to publication in the next issue. : .

The first and most important of our many events was perhaps the Reglme_ntal
Dinner. In order that the money could be spent to its best advantage, we decided
at a boys’ meeting to start on the journey early and see some of the sights of
London before the dinner was to start. A glorious day, and a delightful journey
by charabanc from Dover, with a half-way halt for refreshments, found us in
London about 1.30 p.m., we having started at 9.30 a.m. Some of our members
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visited their homes; the remainder, with Lieut. Chitty and Capt. Girling, ‘went
over to the Zoo. ‘‘Roll Call’’ found us ‘ present and correct,”” and none had
been detained. Here we had tea, which did not suffice. The Union Jack Club then
provided a substantial meal. While here looking round, we came across a tablet
in memory of Capt. Wilkinson, of The Queen’s, who was the first comptroller of
the Club. *‘ Tempus fugit’’—so off we had to go to Knightsbridge, arriving
there just a little early for dinner. The scene presented there is one that, once
seen, is never forgotten. One begins at once to realize the great ‘‘ brother-
hood ”’ of a regiment—the ‘‘ brotherhood ’’ that is always felt on the return of
our comrades to civil life. = The arrival of the dinner proved the maxim that
‘‘ one cannot eat and talk too.”” It was easy to see that those who are older than
us look forward to the one day of the year when they will see and talk to their
old comrades. If it were not for the thoughts of the long journey back to Dover
we would have stayed longer. As it was, leaving London at 11 p.m. did not get
us back until 3.30 a.m. on the Sunday. Needless to say, we slept well.

We have had to bid farewell to several of the boys who have left us to join
the 1st Battalion. The first to leave us were Boys Fairs, Critcher and Blanchard.
Our social on this occasion was in the shape of a whist drive and dance, with the
usual arrangements for the refreshing of the ‘‘inner man.” Our music was
provided by gramophones kindly lent by Mrs. Chitty and R.S.M. Waspe, and later
the boys did their very best with their band instruments. Although the time may
not have been in accordance with Kneller Hall, we were able to put up quite a
good dance, despite the groans of the Corporals near-by. We heard no
complaints, so presume all was in order. To conclude, we had supper, after which
the senior boy wished the departing boys bon voyage.

Our next farewell party was to Boys Wray and Pankhurst, who were leaving
for the 1st Battalion. Entertainments for this evening were similar to those we
have had before, and went off with the usual swing. The manageress of the
N.A.A.F.I. (who is very fond of us) was instrumental in providing lemonade and
apples; these little acts of kindness are appreciated by us all. The evening closed
with cocoa and apple-pie-supper, at 10 p.m., we then going on our way rejoicing
to bed. The morning saw us plodding down to the station at about 4 a.m., with
instruments. As the Band and Drums were away on leave, it became our duty to
bid farewell to the draft leaving that morning to join the Ist Battalion; we
considered it a great honour to be allowed to do this. This was all very quietly
arranged by Lieut. Chitty (Officer i/c Boys), and was a surprise to the remainder
of the Battalion when they saw us there. The draft showed their appreciation by
loud cheering, and the Commanding Officer and officers congratulated us and
remarked on the wonderful spirit which brought it all about. We feel very proud
at having done this, although our band numbered only fourteen. Our items
consisted of popular marches during entraining, concluding with ‘ Auld Lang
Syne ’’ as the train steamed out.

We have established a friendship between the boys of the 2nd Battalion and
the boys of the 1st Cadet Bn. The Queen’s Royal Regiment. Two of our boys
were invited to the reunion dinner of their Battalion at Chelsea. Boys Jenner
and Keeling were the fortunate ones selected to represent us there.

The guest of honour at the dinner was Field-Marshal Sir C. W. Jacob,
G.C.B.,, K.C.S.1., K.C.M.G., who spent the earlier part of his career with the
2nd Bn. The Queen’s Royal Regiment. It was their first annual dinner, at which
fifty were present. An orchestra played during the dinner, and toasts followed in
the usual manner. Sir Claud laid stress on the winning of the Kitchener Cup by
the 1st Battalion in India in 1go5, and the Naval Crown honour which is shared
by us and the Worcestershire Regiment. R.S.M. Granger made a suitable reply.
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After a while the party broke up, our two boys staying for i i
Granger, the organize)xl- of the dl;nner. i T o A B
Apart from military friends, we have made friends with outside civilian clubs
in Dover. We have also been fortunate in being asked to entertain the Wolf
Cubs from Croydon. On the day arranged by Lieut. Chitty, the Cubs arrived in
barracks at about 2 p.m. Under the able direction of C.S.M. Hankin, they were
shown all the places of interest in the forts surrounding the barracks. This tour
sharpened our appetites, and a substantial meal was served in the dining hall.
Having entertained them, they left us with a very good impression of the
Army, many remarking that they were better looked after in the Army than they
were outside. A few days later found us entertaining the elder boys of the Pack,
W;hm we arranged a cricket match. Batting first, we were able to put up a score
of 92, despite the fact that they had two good bowlers. The Pack went in and
scored 42 for four wickets, when rain stopped the game. Next to follow was tea,
.};ftefr hwhlch we took them to the range and fired against them. We managed to
eat them, t}?e scores being 98 and 85. We next went off to the Corporals’ Room,
and with théir kind permission used their billiard table. We only just managed to
win ‘:‘a\t billiards, the scores being 225 and 215. i -
n extract from the Crovdon Times i i i
that\s\-}/}is hospitality was appreciated. O e i
e are now settling down to getting a football team going.
playe_d,fwn matches, namely, wersus t%e Bedfs. and Hg(;rtsgBosso 518;11.(’1 "Zﬁehasvf
Martin’s Scouts. Each match found our opponents one goal better than us.

We have just received the draw for the Boys’ A
of the 1st Bn. Seaforth Highlanders. o et L RS EE R R

We enclose a photograph of the boys.
CROYDON WOLF CUBS AT DOVER.

(‘..h:r.},lf ](\»:’Olydtir_l _Y:trfz‘es contains a very appreciative account of the Croydon Wolf
Sl ~over irom * Hem.” It was the 8th Croydon (Christ Church) Wolf Cub
rack, 8o boys of which camped at River on Mr, H. Rhodes’ farm. A long list of the
imleresting outings that the Pack enjoyed at Dover is given, including the Castle
and a trip to Boulogne. The account goes on to say:—

" In the barracks at Dover we leave some real friends—the boys of the
2nd Battalion The Queen’s Royal Regiment, by kind permission of the Commanding
Officer, gave us two excellent treats—one to the younger members of the Pack.
['he other treat was for the elder boys, who were entertained in a splendid manner
and enjoyed a cricket match, which had to be left unfinished owing to rain.”

. The article ﬁni_shes up: *“ To the good folk of River and Dover we pay our
Egr?]l;tf. Of real gratitude and say with heartiness, * Roll on 1930 and another Dover

CRICKET—1i1929.

The results of the season’s‘play have been rather disappointing, but only on
three occasions did we have a full team.

We must congratulate Bandmaster Fleckney on being at the top of the batting
averages. He has batted consistently well throughout the season, not only in
regimental cricket, but in garrison matches as well. Lieut. Newell, Pte. Archer,
Bandmasten Fleckney and Sergt. Garrod have all bowled well. The annual match
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against H.M.S. Excellent was played at Whale Island. The hospitality was great,
and the result of the match was very exciting.
Lieut. Grimston played for Sussex and the Army during the summer.

A summary of regimental matches follows: —

Matches played 21, won 9, lost 10, drawn 2.

May 8th.—v. Forkestone C.C., at Folkestone. The Queen’s, 65 (Girling 23)
and 137 (Fleckney 5o, Block 30); Folkestone, 100 (Garrod 5 for 42) and 107 for 6.
Lost by 4 wickets.

May 11th.—v. Duke oF York’s R.M.S., at Duke of York’s R.M.S. The
Queen’s, 275 (Block 91, Fleckney 82, Jones 55); Duke of York’s R.M.S., 72
(Shuldham-Legh 4 for 32). Won by 203 runs.

May 1sth.—w. 137H/18TH Hussars, at Shorncliffe. 13th/18th Hussars, 58
(Garrod 5 for 26); The Queen’s, 63 for one (Fleckney s1). Won by 9 wickets.

May 25th.—v. 28D BN. THE BEDFORDSHIRE AND HERTFORDSHIRE REGIMENT, at
Guston. The Queen’s, 160 (Fleckney 81); The Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire
Regiment, 68 (Garrod 4 for 33). Won by 92 runs.

May 29th.—v. 1st BN. Tue SearorTH HIGHLANDERs, at Guston. Seaforth
Highlanders, 98; The Queen’s, 65 (Olliver 22, Fleckney 21). I.ost by 33 runs.

May 31st-June 1st.—w. H.M.S. ‘° EXCELLENT,”” at Whale Island. H.M.S.
Excellent, 170 (Garrod 5 for 26) and 104 (Garrod 6 for 28); The Queen’s, 135
(Basset 29) and 133 (Grimston 63 not out, Fleckney 36). Lost by 6 runs.

H.M.S. “ EXCELLENT.”

Comdr. W. Agnew, b Garrod... 24 c Basset b Garrod
Comdr. W. H. Medd, c Grimston b Basset 6 b Garrod ...
S.-Lieut. Johnson, b Garrod ™ 32 ¢ Philpot b Basset

Lieut.-Comdr. Garnons Williams, ¢ Philpot b Basset ... 17

S.-Lieut. F. A. Villiers, b Shuldham-Legh 5 Ibw, b Garrod
S.-Lieut. Saunt, not out 36 b Garrod 5
Rev. W. H. Goudge, b Block 12 ¢ Upton b Garrod
P.O. Hobbs, b Basset 5 b Garrod ...
S.-Lieut. McNichol, Ibw, b Garrod ? ¢ Grimston b Block
S.-Lieut. Head, c Olliver b Garrod o c Block b Basset
C.P.O. Hornett, ¢ Upton b Garrod 4 not out 5
Extras ... 22 Extras

-

w >
OCNON OO0 O

Total ... . 170 Total

e

-
(=]
ES

THE QUEEN's RovaL REGIMENT.

Lieut. H. W. Newell, lbw, b Villiers 12 c Agnew b Hobbs
B.M. J. R. Fleckney, c Johnson b Agnew 13 c Goudge b Villiers
Lieut. A. P. Block, c Head b Agnew 7 ¢ McNichol b Agne:
Lieut. G. S. Grimston, ¢ Garnons Williams b Agnew ... 12 not out
Capt. G. K. Olliver, c Johnson b Agnew ... 23 b Agnew ...
Capt. A. C, Upton, ¢ McNichol b Villiers ... o ¢ Garnons Williams, b
Villiers
Major R. A. M. Basset, c Hornett b Hobbs 29 c Johnson b Agnew
Capt. M. Shuldham-Legh, b Agnew o ¢ Medd b Agnew ...
Capt. R. H. Philpot, Ibw b Agnew 19 c Goudge b Agnew
Major M. W. H. Pain, not out 16 b Villiers
Sergt. Garrod, b Agnew 3 c and b Villiers
Extras oo6 5oo s £o0 I Extras

w
N

(o}
O m

-
NO~N>-=®

Total ... 135 Total

]
(2
w

28D BATTALION

“ D™ COMPANY CROSSING A RIVER IN A BOAT IMPROVISED FROM A
HALF-LIMBER DURING A COMPANY MARCH.
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THE QUEEN'S BOWLING.

15¢ Innings. 2nd Innings. :
Overs. Maidens. Runs. Wickets, Overs. Maidens. Runs. Wickets.

Block ... i Goa 10 26 I 2'3 o 23
Basset ... o278 71 3 9 42
Garrod ... 3 oba e 26 5 11 28
Shuldham-Legh .. 8 23 I 1 4
Grimston N: 4 4 [}

Agnew ... e 24°2
Hobbs .., 15
Villiers ... ) 9

63 7 20 56 5
35 I 10 40 A

H.M.S. “ EXCELLENT ' BOWLING.
2
1
I 36 15 35 4

June sth.—». Dover C.C., at Crabble. The Queen’s, 237 for 2 (Block 88,
Fleckney 108). Rain stopped play.

June 12th.—», CEnTUury C.C. at Folkestone. The Queen’s, 113; Century C.C,,
05 (Block 4 for 35). Won by 48 runs.

June 15th.—v. Herne Bay CoLLkck, at Herne Bay. Herne Bay College, 132;
The Queen’s, 117 (Grimston 42, Fleckney 38). Lost by 15 runs.

June 20th.—». Bexmmi C.C., at Crabble. The Queen’s, 214 (Fleckney 78,
Newell 56, Swanwick 2g); Bexhill, 100 (Block 6 for 26). Won by 114 runs.

June 22nd.—v. Duke or Yorx's R.M.S,, at Duke of York’s R.M.S. Duke of
York’s RM.S., 78 (Fleckney 5 for g); The Queen’s, 64. Lost by 14 runs.

July 4th.—2. HernE Bay CoLLEGE, at Crabble. Herne Bay College, 164 for 6
declared; The Queen’s, 108. Lost by 56 runs.

July 8th—v. Tue Burrs Deror, at Canterbury. The Queen’s, 146 (Basset
30); The Buffs, 249 for 6. Lost by 4 wickets and' 103 runs.

o JWly 24th.—y, Dover C.C., at Guston. -Dover C.C., 116 (Basset 4 for 46):
The Queen’s, 64. Lost by 52 runs.

July 25th.—». FoLkesrone C.C., at Crabble. Folkestone, 245 for 5 declared:
The Queen’s, 247 (Fleckney 144, Shuldham-Legh 53). Won by 2 runs.

August 3rd.—y. OLp PHAROSIANS, at Crabble. Old Pharosians, 129 (Basset
9 for 45); The Queen’s, 130 for 6 (Newell 52, Fleckney 49). Won by 4 wickets.

August 17th.—y. OLp PHarosians, at Guston. Old Pharosians, 110; The
Queen’s, 116 for 2 (Fleckney 80). Won by 8 wickets.

August 23rd.—v, Strearram C.C., at Guston. Streatham, 271 for 5 declared;
The Queen’s, 61. Lost by 210 runs.

August 28th.—v. Guarps Derpor, at Guston. Guards Depot, 188 for 6
declared; The Queen’s, 56. Lost by 132 runs.

August 31st.—2. GooDNESTONE PARK, at Goodnestone. The Queen’s, 189 for 7
declared (Fleckney 61, Basset 56): Goodnestone Park, 106 (Basset 6 for 45).
Won by 83,

September 12th,—z. Dover GARRISON, at Crabble. Dover Garrison, 252 for 6
declared (Archer 2 for 6); The Queen’s, 223 for 4 (Fleckney 121 not out). Drawn.
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BATTING AVERAGES, 1929.
Highest Not
Innings. Runs.  Score. Out.  Averag,,

B.M. J. R. Fleckney ... - ST G 1087 144 1 60’40

Lieut. G. S. Grimston s 7 181 63* 2 36720

Lieut. A. P. Block

Major R. A. M. Basset, M.C.

Capt. G. K. Olliver, M.C.
L./Cpl. Jones ...
Lieut. H. W. Newell
Capt. M. Shuldham-Legh

13
9
12
8
16
16

301
150
166

83
190
185

91
56
41
55*
56
53

23°'15
18:75
15°09
13'83
13°57
I1'56

Capt. F. E. B. Girling, M.C. - 46 23
Lieut. F. J. Davis ... . . 41
Capt. J. V. Filleul, R.A. ... an 74
Lieut. L. C. East - 32
Clr.-Sergt. Swanwick oas e 81
Sergt. Garrod : : ol bt ool 84
Bdsn. Norton : X 16
Capt. R. C. Wilson A ! 25

11°50
10°25
922
8'00
675
560
4°00
312

NW O =N MORNNNMQ

i 'I‘.I.ot ou't...
BOWLING AVERAGES, 1929

Oveys. Maidens. Runs. Wickets. Averag,,
Lieut. H. W. Newell . : 8 1 29 3 9°66
Pte. Archer ... fop b AL X 58 6 9'66
B.M. J. R. Fleckney ‘ 61 16 190 16 11-88
Sergt. Garrod ire 225°1 36 646 53 12°18
Lieut. J. V. Filleul, R.A. ... o . 395 6 123 8 15°37
Lieut. A. P. Block ... v . 57 26 455 26 17°50
Major R. A. M. Basset, M.C. . 7 196 34 592 33 17°90
Lieut. G. S. Grimston ; .. 50 10 145 7 20°70
Capt. M. Shuldham-Legh ... : § ... 98 1I 360 13 27°70

COMPANY CRICKET.
The draw of the Inter-Company Competition was as follows:—
First Round.—"A” Company v. “ H.Q.” Wing; Band ». *“B” Company;
“C” (M.G.) Company ». “ D’ Company, and Drums a bye.

Second Round.—‘A’’ Company ». Band; “ D "’ Company ». Drums.

The Band and Drums were in the final. The Band are to be congratulated on
winning the cup.

A summary of the results of matches is given below:—

First Rounb.
“A” Company v. ““ H.Q.” Wing.
o H.Q.” Wing; SO (Cribbes I4); “lj\” Company, 78 (Sadgrove, 34)' “A"
Company won by 28 runs.
Band v. *“ B Company.

Band, 71 (Carpenter 17); “ B’ Company, 33 (Wilson, 11). Band won by
8 runs.
J “C” (M.G.) Company v. ““ D’ Company.
“ D * Company won by 8 runs.
SECOND ROUND.
‘A’ Company v. Band.

“A’” Company, 78 (Lieut. Davis 43, Pte. Brown 20); Band, 209 for 3 wickets
(Fleckney 87, Capt. Olliver 83 not out). Band won by 7 wickets and 131 runs.
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“D?"” Company v. Drums.
Drums won by 7 runs. e

FinaL.
Band v. Drums.

Band, 120 (Fleckne Capt. Olli : i 2
% A y 57, Cap iver 25); Drums, 74 (Lieut. East 28 not out).

BRIGADE INTER-COMPANY COMPETITION.

" H.Q.” Wing must be congratulated on winning the cup. Each battalion

in the station entered their best company for th iti
e Bl S e Wi%g.y or the competition. Band and Drums

GARRISON CRICKET.

The foliowing officers and other ranks played for the Garrison: Major Basset,

C: X Niver 1 s
G;};;on iver, Lieut. Block, Lieut. Newell, Bandmaster Fleckney and Sergt.

Major Basset is to be con
averages, with an average of 1

gratulated upon being top of the Garrison bowling

: 2. He took 39 wickets in five matches for 468 runs.
Capt. Olliver was top of the Garrison batting averages, with an average of455.

The following is a summary of the Garrison matches: —

July 15th and 16th.—Dover Garriso I =
T A ) N ©. INcOGNITE.—Drawn. (Fleckney 76,

July 17th and 18th.—Dover Garrison z. East KENT RAMBLERS.—D
(Olliver 60, Fleckney 24, Basset 6 wickets for 65, Block 2 wickets forR36.) =

July 19th and 20th.—DovEr GARRISON 7. FREE ForeEsTERS.—Won b i
. . — vy 9 wickets.
(Olliver 143 not out, Fleckney g4, Basset 9 wickets for 119, Block 2 for 38.)

August 27th and 28th.—Dover GARRISON v. SHORNCLIFFE GARR
1gU . . 1soN.—Won
by an innings and 47 runs. (Fleckney 53, Olliver 47, Basset 12 wickets for 89.)

September 7th.—Dover Garrison v. Dover.—Won b
_ [ ; . . y 221 runs. (Fleckne
05, Olhiver 48, Newell not out 23, Basset 6 wickets for 27.) ; J

FOOTBALL.

I.‘.here is nothjng, so far, to mention about football except that we are starting
off vyxth an experimental team, six of last year’s team having left the Colours and
Jervis having gone to the 1st Battalion, where we hope he will be a success.

We have entered the following competitions: —

Army Cup (versus Depot, Royal Engineers, in first round).
Boys’ Army Cup (versus 1st Seaforth Highlanders).
Folkestone and District League.

Kent Amateur League.

Dover Charity Cup.

Canterbury Charity Cup.
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BOXING NOTES.

The Battalion Boxing Championships took place on May 27th and 29th, and
provided some good fighting; some of it was scientific and all of it in the right
Allison, Farrell, Lockwood, Hills, and, amongst others, “‘ the boys”
showed us that Mr. Norton’s services have not been wasted—their performances
being well above the average. It was obvious, too, that the Depot Staff, particy-
narly Sergt.-Instr. Gordon (A.P.T.S.) has helped us considerably by giving all
recruits a good grounding before they leave. The Championships this year were
run on the following lines: Boxers were divided into two classes, “A’” and ‘B
A" class contained boxers above the average, and the silver challenge belts were
awarded the winners of weights in this class. The winners of Class ‘“ B’ were
awarded silver cups, and if they desired they could challenge the winners of the
particular weight in Class “A" if he thought he had the chance of securing the
belt. Plucky boxers were also awarded small cups.

This season we hope to hold a novices’ competition, and inter-company and
the Battalion championship competitions. There is a great dearth of heavy and
very light-weight boxers, which severely handicaps us in trying to build a team, so
we hope that more enthusiasts will turn up at the gymnasium for instruction, and
if they bear in mind that ‘‘ you never know what you can do until you try,"" there
is no reason why we should not be able to compete in team competitions in the near

future.
Details of the Battalion Championships are given herewith: —

spirit.

First NIGHT.

Contest No. 1 (Feather-weights, Class * B '").—Pte. Dawes v. Pte. Gough.

Dawes proved himself the better man after a very sharp contest, which gave
the opening night a very good start; the loser being congratulated by the referee
for the good fight he put up.

Contest No. 2.—Pte. Simmonds v. Pte. Pattenden.
Simmonds won on points after quite a good fight.

Contest No. 3.—Pte. Wheeler v. Pte. Ferrari.
Ferrari was by far the better man, and he proved this by sending Wheeler out
for the count in the second round after 35 seconds.

Contest No. 4.—Pte. Brettall v. Pte. Nicholas.
Brettall showed very good style, the referee stopping the fight in the first
round, Brettall being the winner.

Contest No. 5.—Pte. Hooper v. Pte. Kingshott.

Hooper sent Kingshott to the floor in the first round. Kingshott recovered
in time and finished the fight, putting up a good show, but he was below Hooper’s

standard.

Contest No. 6.—Boy Henwood v. Pte. Jones.
Henwood was knocked out after 35 seconds by a straight left from Jones.

Contest No. 7.—Pte. Russel v. L./Cpl. Holloway.
A good fight, Russel winning on points.
Contest No. 8 (Light-weights (ist Series), Class ‘‘ B"’).—Pte. Noah v. Boy

Smith. 2
An excellent fight, Noah winning on points.
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Contest No. 9.—Pte. Gale v. Pte. North.
A good fight, North winning on points.

Contest No. 10.—Pte. Humphries v. Hinchley.

Hinchley fought a A
o otihonta veryggood‘;i;{e_game fight, but was not good enough for Humphries,

Contest No. 11.—Pte. Lumpkin v. Pte. Lock.

Lock put up a very good i
’ ; sh . i
MY wheton onyp%intS. ow, but was at a disadvantage, being shorter than

Ic;ontest No. 12 (Boys’ Competition).—Boy Cue v. Boy Saunders.
ere the referee congratulated both boys, Saunders winning on points.

Contest No. 13.—Boy Herbert v. Boy Cousins.
A good fight, Cousins being the victor.

Contest No. 14. (Class ““A,” Welter-weights.)

Lockwoon« el
ockwood being the only entry, got a walk-over. A special contest between

Lockwood and Hil 1 g 3
Sentie Gant resulted in a win on points for the former. A hard and

Contest No. ] o : 3
Pt Sadgrove‘,) 15. {(Semi-Finals, Middle-weights, Class *“ B ’"y.—Pte. Ambler v.

Very good fight, Sadgrove winning on points.
Contest No. 16. (Welter-wei ]
_ . 16, -weights, 2nd S =
Riordan gained a walk-over., 7 g Aot 135 S AU
Contest No. 17.—Pte. Hooper v. Childs.
A good fight, Hooper winning on points.
]C;_onﬁteir(; No. 18.—Pte. Jones v. Pte. Binfield.
infield was knock i
unable to resume thgcseign(:iu:olx?n(ti}.le first round and saved by the gong, but was
}C)‘;)ntgttfyo. 19.—Pte. Russel v. Pte. Robinson.
€. Robinson showed very good style, after a hard fight winning on points.

SeEcoNp NIGHT.
Contest No. 1.—Boy Henwood v. Smith.
An excellent fight. Both showed good style, Smith proving himself the winner.
C?ntest No. 2.—Pte. Farrell v. Hill.
Hill was knocked out after 20 seconds fighting.

Contest No. 3.—Pte. Jervis v. Pte. Sinnamon.

Both boxers showed de inati i
1 term
nghts of the evening. Jervis wcl)rrlftlon’ Sl R

Cont.est No. 4.—Pte. Gilliman v. Pte. Sheppard.
A fair fight, Gilliman getting the verdict.
Contest No. 5.—Pte. Riordan v. Hooper.

A very good fight, Riordan winning on points.
Contest No. 6.—Pte. Jones v. Pte. Robinson.
A fair fight, Jones winning.
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Contest No. 7.—Pte. Noah v. Pte. North.
A good fight, North being the victor.

Contest No. 8. —Pte. Humphries v. Pte. Lumpkin.

A very good fight, Lumpkin being laid out with a straight left from
Humphries.

Contest No. 9.—Boy Saunders v. Boy Cousins.

Cousins knocked out in the first round.

Contest No. 10.—Pte. Dawes v. Simmonds.

Simmonds won on points after a good fight.

Contest No. 11.—Pte. Ferrari v. Pte. Brettall.

Again Ferrari proved himself the better man, Brettall being a little below his
opponent’s standard.

Contest No. 12.—Boy Smith v. Boy Jenner.

A very good fight, Smith being the winner.

Contest No. 13.—Boy Wray v. Boy Burt.

A good fight, Burt winning on points.

Contest No. 14.—Pte. Jervis v. L./Cpl. Allison.

An excellent fight, Jervis showing any amount of pluck, but the fight had to
be stopped by the referee after Jervis had been put down five or six times.

Contest No. 15.—Pte. Riordan v. Pte. Jones.

A very good fight, lasting three rounds, Riordan winning in great style.

Contest No. 16.—Pte. Humphries v. North.

North knocked out in the first round.

Contest No. 17.—Pte. Simmonds v. Ferrari.
Simmonds again put up a good fight, but Ferrari proved himself the better man.
Contest No. 18.—Boy Smith v. Boy Burt.
Burt was knocked out after 25 seconds.
SpeciaL CONTESTS.
Boy F. Keeling v. Boy Iuvates.
A very good fight, F. Keeling winning on points.
Boy D. Keeling v. Boy Newbold.
Another very good fight, D. Keeling proving himself the winner.
Cpl. Connor (1st Seaforths) v. Pte. Maxwell (2nd Bedfords).
A good contest, Cpl. Connor winning fairly comfortably on points.

WINNERS OF THE BATTALION BOxING CHALLENGE BELTS.
Heavy-weights.—Pte. T. Jones (walk-over).
Light Heavy-weights.—L./Cpl. D. Giltinan,

Middle-weights.—L./Cpl. J. Farrell.
W elter-weights.—Dmr. W. Lockwood.

Light-weights.—L./Cpl. E. Allison.
Feather-weights.—Pte. A. Ferrari.
Bantam-weights. —Nil.
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EXTRACT FROM COMPANY ORDERS:— L./Sergt. Jones will
represent No. 4 Platoon.”

It was a day in August that the messengers were sent

T'o spread the news that Thanet was making war on Kent.

The League had done its best, sir, but we knew it was to be,

For the Battalion had been ordered to parade at half-past three.

It was do or die that day, sir, they took no count of loss,

IFor the Company had been ordered to parade as strong as poss.

The men were all alert, sir, we paraded pretty soon,

When the Sergeant-Major says to me, ‘““ You're No. 4 Platoon,
We've six in No. 1" says he, * and eight in No. 3,

The rest of "em’s imaginary ’tis as casy as can be.

Just make believe you’ve got ’em, your’s not to reason why.”

" That's all right, Sergeant-Major,” 1 quickly makes reply,

So I stood myself at ease, sir, and began to call the roll.

You'll bée surprised to hear, sir, we were present to a soul;

Then I ups and fixes bayonets and walks round myself a bit,

And gave myself a caution ’cause my cquipment didn’t fit;

1 gave my neck a wrench, sir, of a very painful sort,

By looking down me rifle when my arms were at the port;

But you can’t let them things worry when you’re marching as to wars,
So I gives myself the order * to move to the right in fours *’;
An’ so we marched off proudly, prepared to meet our fate,

I was the first man thro’ to open and the last to shut the gate,
In our march thro' Dover town, sir, we came to little harm,
But the fun began in earnest in the area about Coombe Farm:
It was there that I was detailed for a death or glory role,

To take the platoon at night, sir, out on recce. patrol.

(You'll note the abbreviation, I don’t much like its look,

Tho’ ’'m quite sure it’s right, sir, I checked it in the book.)

The first thing that I did, sir, was to make myself a scout,

To go in front of myself, sir, in case the foe was about;

Then the scout must have support, sir, it says so in I.T.,

So the leading section follows, and that again was me.

Then, being up-to-date, sir, I could not ignore my flank,

S0 1 took a section there, sir, also my anti-tank.

Then the guns must go into action, so I load myself with these,

But being a full lance-sergeant I could carry' the lot with ease.

We started off together, not a single word was spoke,

But this wasn’t really necessary as I was the only bloke;

We’'d hardly gone a mile, sir, when T made myself the runner,

And told myself that I myself was engaged by a hostile gunner.

I doubled back to myself, sir, T was mighty hard to find,

You see I'd left myself, sir, some hundred yards behind.

We were just about to engage ’em, when at my watch I chanzed to look;
My god, it was half-past one, sir, and I was Company Cook;

“Gun-fire ”’ was due at two, sir, so to the transport lines I flew.

What happened to the rest of myself, sir, I’m afraid I never knew;

I thought I'd done pretty well, sir, but T suppose I musn’t hoast,

For next morning I was for Orders for deserting of me post.

Winner of ffafta Command Jfficers”

Company Rifle Match), Sergt. Martin, L./Cpl. Woollard, L./Cpl. de Ver Verinne.

Shepheard, Howard, L./Cpl. Watling, Ptes. Turner, Manning, Nash, Bird.

Ptes. MacShera, Clark Kennet, Browning, \\_'ilk_insnn.y _
Gower, Blunden, Porter, Leahy, Chapman, Kerridge. Cross.

Ist BATTALION ke 2
M.G. COY., WINNERS, COMPANY RIFLE AND VICKERS M.G. MATCHES, MALTA RIFLE MEETING, 192

Ptes.

4th Row (left to right) :
Ptes. Liveril. Warner,
G. Vesey (Team Captain,

3rd Row (left to right) :

nd Row (left to right):
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WITH THE 2nd BATTALION, 1877-1890

(Continued from page 67, May Number, 1929.)

FTER eighteen months’ sojourn in the hills, the Battalion was in fine fettle
A for its long march. The malarial fever contracted in Peshawar had almost

disappeared, whilst khud-climbing and outdoor exercise had developed a
high standard of physical efficiency.

Married families preceded the Battalion to Umballa by bullock-train, and
thence by rail to Cawnpore, under command of Lieut.-Col. Holt.

At Umballa we parted with a contingent of time-expired men, among them
our Russian Orderly Room Sergeant—Clr.-Sergt. C. Phillips. The vacancy was
filled by the absorption of Sergt.-Instr. of Musketry R. H. Hughes, who became
Orderly Room Sergeant with the rank of Quartermaster-Sergeant. Sergt.
Heveran was appointed Colour-Sergeant of ‘D"’ Company, vice Watts, reverted.

At Umballa, we began to experience trouble with our transport, a considerable
portion of which consisted of bullock hackeries. After a dry season, much rain
had fallen in the Punjab and Upper India, and the bile-wallahs resented being
withdrawn from their villages at a time when ploughing operations were most
necessary. The result was that many drivers, with their bullocks, disappeared,
leaving the loaded hackeries on the camp ground, and although with difficulty
others were impressed by the Police and the Commissariat Department, a very
strict watch had to be kept to avoid further desertions.

The route from Umballa to Delhi was through most delightful fertile
country. Large umbrageous trees bordered the wide road on both sides; troops
of chattering monkeys watched with apparent interest the passing of troops, and
flocks of parrots, pigeons and other birds of gorgeous plumage flitted in and out of
the overhead foliage. Game of every description was abundant; it was quite
common to find a herd of deer peacefully grazing on the outskirts of the camping
ground until startled by the strains of the approaching band.

A few marches from Umballa we passed through the now deserted pre-mutiny
cantonment of Kurnal, with its ruined bungalows and old Native Lines. It is
interesting to note that the church at Kurnal was taken down after the Mutiny
and re-erected at Umballa.

Approaching Dethi, the road ran for miles through the remains of the ancient
cities, and, crossing the Ridge with its famous monument, we camped on the Rifle
Range about a mile from the Fort.

A halt from Friday until Monday gave all ranks an opportunity of visiting the
citv, its famous monuments, palaces and mosques.

“’ A hattery of Garrison Artillery and four companies of a battalion of the Suffolk
Regiment were stationed in the Fort. The sergeants were hospitably entertained
in the Sergeants’ Mess of the Suffolks, and were shown all the many points of
interest in the Fort, including the famous Cashmere Gate. At this time a portion
of the Dewan-i-Khas, the Hall of Audience of the old Mogul Emperors, was
being used as a coffee-shop and canteen! Sunday gave us an opportunity of
roaming through the Chandni Chowk and visiting the Jumna Musjid,
Humayon’s Tomb, the Kutab Minar and other monuments and relics of
bygone days.

[Leaving Delhi, we had to cross the Jumna by a two-tiered bridge, the upper
tier carrying the railway, the lower the roadway. The transport, mainly bullock
hackeries and camels, had, as usual, preceded the Battalion, and, when half had
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crossed the bridge, a train passing overhead startled the animals and caused almost
endless chaos and confusion. [Loads were thrown in every direction, and in several
instances hackeries overturned.

The main body of the Battalion managed to cross the bridge, and, leaving a
reinforced baggage guard, went on to its camp ground.

Shortly after leaving Delhi the route left the Grand Trunk road and for several
days we lost touch with the railway, post and telegraph. Supplies were plentiful,
eggs obtainable at one anna (a penny) a dozen, and chickens two annas
(twopence) each.

The remainder of the march was uneventful, and on December 4th we reached
Cawnpore, being met first by Capt. E. Q. F. Hamilton, who was joining the
Battalion on promotion, and shortly afterwards by the band and pipers of the
2nd Bn. Scottish Rifles, which battalion we were relieving and which had moved
into camp so that the barracks were ready for our occupation.

The barracks were large, airy, double-storied, double-verandahed buildings,
each block holding a company. They stood in echelon on the edge of an extensive
maidan or dpen plain, which served as the Brigade parade ground, and which later
became a racecourse,

On the opposite side of the barracks, separated by a wide road, was the
regimental parade ground, regimental gardens, the site’ of Wheeler's Entrench-
ments and the Memorial Church.

In addition to the infantry battalion, the garrison consisted of a battery of
Field Artillery, a regiment of Native Infantry and one of Native Cavalry. The
2nd Scottish Rifles were in camp prior to marching to Chaubattia and Shahjahanpur,
and the day after our arrival the 2nd Bn. King's Liverpool Regiment marched ih,
en route by march and rail to Fort William, Calcutta. Both these battalions were
detained for a few days at Cawnpore for a reason explained hereafter.

The proceedings and sentence of the Court-Martial on Rawlinson had been
conﬁnnctﬁ and, though awaiting promulgation, it was generally known that he
was to be hanged.

Orders were issued that the three infantry battalions
maidan at 9 a.m. on Monday, December Sth,
mounted men of R.A.

As the morning sun slowly dispelled the mist, the three battalions, each in
quarter column, took up position on the maidan, forming three sides of a square
and facing inwards. The 2nd King’s were on the right, 2nd The Queen's in the
centre, and 2nd Scottish Rifles on the left. The fourth side of the square was
occupied by an ominous erection which had been put up the evening before.

fardly were the troops in position when the strains of the Dead March
heralded the approach of the fateful procession. Headed by the band, the coffin
on a flat-bottomed bullock cart, the prisoner with his arms pinioned, accompanied
by the Chaplain on one side and the undertaker on the other, and escorted by twelve
files from his own company, slowly moved into position on the fourth side of the
square, facing inwards. Between the beats of the drum the voice of the Chaplain
could be heard slowly reciting passages from the burial service.

The procession halted—3 dead silence—then: Pay attention to the
Proceedings of a General Court-Martial.’’ ,

The Brigade Major, in clear sonorous tones, read the charges, finding, and
sentence, followed by the confirmation and Viceroy’s warrant. )

On a given signal, Rawlinson briskly moved up the few steps leading to the
platform, about five feet from the ground, between the two uprights, and while
one of the native executioners pinioned his feet, exclaimed: ** Good-bye, I hope
this will be a lesson to you all, especially to men of my company.”’ Another

D2

would parade on the
the maidan to be kept clear by
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native hastily adjusted the white cap, and, jumping from the platform, the latter
gave way. A few quivers of the rope, and Rawlinson, so far as haman justice was

concerned, had expiated his crime. . .
The battalions marched past the scaffold in quarter column, each in turn
and then to quarters.

receiving the order ‘* Eyes right,”” and _
Before the troops reached their lines, the body was cu

removed on the bullock cart to the Cemetery, where it was
unconsecrated corner.

Within an honr, the scaffold was removed and
ble experience beyond the inevitable
1 routine duties, etc., were resumed.
large railway and manufacturing centre, also an
extensive civil station, consequently all ranks soon found many friends among the
civil population. Duties were light, and cricket and outdoor games, which had
languished for want of space during our stay in the hills, again came to the fore.
Inter-company cricket matches were resumed, and, for men of sporting proclivities,
small game was abundant within easy distance. The sergeants resumed their
monthly dances, and our first cold season in Cawnpore was 2 particularly

pleasant one.

The Regimental
Directorship of Bandmaster Rogan
Marian,”” was produced for several nights
characters were taken by Lieut, W. S. Burrell and Mrs.
was one of real merit.

In company with civilian friends, parties from the Sergeants’
good sport in mugger (alligator) shooting.

The usual procedure was to engage a large boat or flat-hottomed barge and
send it up the river, generally to Bithoor, about fifteen miles up, some days before-
hand, as the boat had to be towed or poled against the current Then on

supply of provisions,

Saturday evening the party of at least six, with ampie

proceeded by road in two-decker gharries drawn by camels. Arriving at Bithoor,
land before starting.

the party embarked, shooting anything in the way of game on :
As the sun rose the boat floated gently down the river with the current. 'Alligators
were visible in the distance, lying like black lags on the sandy banks. The alligator
lies with his head up the bank, and to return to the water has to turn round, to do
which he must use his fore-legs.

The boat would drift to within eighty or
largest would then be selected and a volley
the fore-legs and prevent the reptile returning to the river.

keeping well without

At once the boatmen would run the boat ashore, and, v
jaws of the alligator, who

the range of the lashing tail, place a bamboo pole in the T, |
immediately closed his mouth, when a loop of rope would be slipped over his jaws
and pulled tight, Then with the aid of poles he would be turned on to his back,
and moochies with cold chisels and hammers would open the stomach to examine
the contents, afterwards removing the skin, leaving the head intact. The skin,
with the head attached, would be fastened to the stern of the boat and the voyage
continued—vultures swooping down on the carcase soon left nothing but the
skeleton. It was generally arranged that the party returned to Cawnpore during
the Sunday night or early on the following morning, so as to be ready for duty on
Monday. On one occasion a party consisting of warrant and senior non-commis-
sioned ~officers had enjoyed their day’s sport, and. as usual on Sunday night,
turned in for a rest, leaving one of the party to keep watch. On this Em.-;minu
the Schoolmaster had been deiegated to take charge, but, overcome either by
fatigue or liquid refreshment, he, too, slept. The hoatmen followed, and, when one

t down, coffined and
interred in an

nothing remained of the
ing’ d 1, which duall
morning’s remarka epression, which gradually
wore off as norma e di
Cawnpore was, and still is, a

Dramatic Club recommenced operations, and under the
a burlesque, entitled ™ Robin Hood and Maid
to crowded houses. The two principal
Boddam ; the performance

Mess enjoyed

a hundred yards of the quarry. The
fired at the shoulder, so as to injure

T
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of the party woke at da
ybreak, he found that i i
boat was aground on a sand-spit some ten mzzlte;n?rt'graw? hocfmbemng st e

Unfortunatel p
Uni ately, three of the part i i
By e el party were witnesses required i i
e lrI:.ld‘ -f-:).I;.-.nl as!s%ml)llng at 1T a.m. Their mq:llledictit(:)nsgl(;,:l3 f};/édgnﬁe %t
il s ’at !=agr1§l;:](k- ez}x)rty. However, all hands hustled the boatme:'l: oo(i
= < et ct; shortly after.II a.m., where instructions awaited T}:
g e i i rough%ho ? Court-Martial just as they were, and unshavene
s s o oting kit they gave their evidence eventually returning
Lt eir de}l]mquency anathematised by the A’djutant s i
- 1gators shot measured %
ST Bl ired over twenty-two i
Gmmmmp;tt Iﬁra;‘ngsreco(rid for the district. The Sk)i,n andff}::::tacllnv:flrslgctll;, Snd “the
number of years it hSnZ’nonst?l(idwlfgl); iFa::}:orgcand e avreess S w}ll-:re afto;h;
SEL n e r ’ . . c
11)(13-\.\‘("\:1-JH some small metal bangles and co gsan.t_s L Y T
s d;n_ug,:;tor. pper coins recovered from the maw of
varly in 1885 a draft i
v t under Lieut. Estridge arrj i
_,Ear]. CiLaséﬁow and R. M. Edwards joined on %rst ap];‘),((:i(iltrfrftce)rl;rt1 i e
The ﬁl‘!-.t?,:z yotfnsgmllzT‘evr oif_}SISS two cases of cholera occurred in “p» €
L ey et a x sergedant, serving under the name of Egerton, h ?im'p;'my.
evident that he w;r;.mu ‘hsmtilrt’ gOOdJO'Oking aEct aentlemanly add}e : Jomed
i R exfreméi above the ordinary recruit in education and tss'. " He
oA Te B g y reticent as to his antecedents. Tak station. He
e, e “)1(|:r1e the same evening. The other case PteenWto oy
i nrty Bl OOfmIEi?ryitxlaca;gdtlts bungalow, and was for a.shoiit{ir?ertigg?;gﬁ
bl S R g quarters. No other cases occurring, the company
A search of Egerton’s ki .
T o S el e S s kit gave no clue to relati i
girba;\;l hgorc;oelrrrixtlro;tt‘;lgeapt purchased a silver cigarag::es }?era:ianmllz' Rt
a company of the %Viltiurwf?rd's' ) A Majgr HCdr:rSttnind Tono-
e COmc dpsmers at Barrackpore. The handing B okt
Speted: A VOUChermfan ing Officers, with the colour—sergeantsg (;)'ver i
S e vou! }s or stores. Clr.-Sergt. Milne took the cijr adjourned to
R ‘FuSiIie;Ss 1g;z)zgiz‘1,?rllté atr}lld placed them on the table. eT‘i)lgac:HiC(i?.ofth}tl};
L b the case, asked for inf i i
25 o r;fdt.hglsl the crest was his own and the monog:rztllr?)tl%? s
i et iy 'm:fnnl":"m'““ had disappeared after ;tf:r;ilz;r “quarrel,
o FOht B0 g his full name, and his fami thi i ere:
a smTI T!un[! : h.hti.roftller recognized his éigar case :ilrrlmtl}}llekcnii&&c;g:lcgesoé x 'vl;fh:lere-
¢ adven i e
flourished in the egrlyt}rﬁor}rll?r:gr;ﬁéh?; t}(]:urtallegj e b, 40 ncr?cl.(et
Musllcettrgr practices were carried out in t;ee:;;};ng;o‘zl}ﬁréfarades T e
Y ) .
o~ India? c(o:?:ggtélt_lgtn fcngblls) Excellency the Commander-in-Chief’s prize, open to
Commander-in-Chief and Rus’)oo Z:cljr:il:d lﬁrl;)sxtr; t}r]eceiving Sy presented, e
. . - e ° 1
1nd1V£)duurzilrl]§r17;(;.1 given by a Commander-in-Chief fgrr]tz?)rrﬁ;e{ft?g'n bl AT
‘ e summer civilian friends organi i icni
1mpr_cl>)mptu dances, while the sergeants continue%mt]}lf;d moohrihght B R s
Lo o8 it doorernsing a0 ot s ir monthly dances, whenever
e Aok ot canvas over the tennis court as a
In August : i
o eﬁecf Pt?oé}ll::kihoooftngch’l’se occurred in the Battalion, fortunately without
teragler, i@ altelt'a stro’ng avérsionct(z)mg:trily' a m}gn of low mentality and violent
going punishment for assaulting a native wa\i,f:x: in tehlease(fif A
e coffee-shop, he waited until
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after ‘“Lights Out,”’ when only a dim light was maintained in the room. Taking his
rifie from the rack and ammunition from his pouch, he knelt by his cot and aimed
at a punkah coolie through the open doorway. The click of the closing breech
aroused a man sleeping opposite, who, without hesitation, jumped from his bed
and on to Clarke’s back. This upset his aim and saved the life of the coolie. The
whole room was roused, and fortunately the colour-sergeant appeared on the scene
as the excited men had Clarke by the arms and legs and were ahout to throw him
over the verandah. Clarke was eventually handed over to civil power, tried at the
High Court, Allahabad, for attempted murder, and sentenced to three years’
rigorous imprisonment.

Early in September a case of cholera occurred in ‘“H" Company. One
Sunday morning Pte. Bignell was taken to hospital, and died the same evening.
After church, < H* Company, under command of Lieut. Robson, was ordered
into camp on the maidan and the barracks vacated. The wife and child of Pte.
Ross, of *“ H ' Company, also died of cholera on the Sunday, and all three were
buried early on the Monday morning.

It is remarkable how a fatal case or two of cholera affects a body of men
living together. Some few regard it philosophically and carry on as usual, others
fly to drink at every possible opportunity, while a very large number give way to
funk and depression. This is, I believe, largely due to inactivity and the want of
occupation consequent on climate. In this particular instance it was difficult to
rouse the men to cricket, quoits, leap-frog, anything at all to keep them moving
and avoid brooding inaction. i

Late in the month sudden orders were received for the Battalion to proceed
by rail to Calcutta, with detachments at Dum-Dum and Barrackpore, in relief of
the 2nd Bn. The King’s Regiment and 1st Bn. Royal Welch Fusiliers, ordered to
Burmah. The married families and a small depot were to remain at Cawnpore.

“A,)” “ B, “C” and ‘“D” Companies moved the next day; “ E 2
«“ G” and *“ H’”' Companies the day following. Lieut. Estridge, who was on the
sick list suffering from a broken leg, was left in command of the Depot.

(To be continued.)

ROYAL UNITED SERVICE INSTITUTION

MEMBERSHIP.

FFICERS are reminded that they can jon the Royal United Service Institution
any time after October ist in the current year, and will not be called upon
for a further subscription until January 1st, 1931.

TERMS.

Annual Members.—Entrance, £2 2s.; subscription, £1 5s.
Life Members.—(a) £20, payable in one sum; or
(b) £21, payable in four instalments of five guineas, the first
on joining, the others on January Ist of each succeeding
year.

SpecIAL FACILITIES FOR JUNIOR OFFICERS.

Commissioned officers of three years or less seniority, midshipmen and cadets
are now admitted without entrance fee, but membership takes eftect trom
January 1st.
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(Reprinted from the 1LLUSTRATED LoNvoN News of Saturday, August gth, 1877, by courlesy of the Editor)

DEPARTURE FROM ALDERSHOT AND EMBARKATION AT PORTSMOUTH
ON THE EUPHRATES EN ROUTE TO MALTA

THE JOURNAL OF THE QUEEN’S ROYAL REGIMENT

TROOPS FOR THE MEDITERRANEAN.

(Reprinted from the ** [llustrated London News’' of Saturday, August 4th, 1877,
by kind permission of the Editor.)

HE illustrations on our front page show the 2nd Bn. The Queen’s Royal
Regiment leaving Aldershot, on Thursday week, and going on
board the transport ship Euphrates at the Watering Island Jetty in

Portsmouth Dockyard. This battalion numbered 24 officers, 36 sergeants, and 835
rank and file, with seven horses. The men were mostly very young, but had a
soldierly appearance. They were in heavy marching order, and each man carried
the new pattern valise, mess-can, water-bottle, greatcoat, and haversack, with the
Martini-Henry rifle, and side-arms; but the shako was left behind, and a light
Glengarry cap worn instead, to be replaced by a pith helmet at Malta. The troops
marched from the factory gate through the dockyard in fours, but without any
music of the band, which had been found to distract the dockyard labourers from
their work. An hour or two later came a detachment of the 104th Regiment, from
the Curragh, part of which embarked in the Euphrates; and the same vessel had
already received, on the previous day, about 500 men of the 64th, the 108th, and the
27th Regiments. These troops did not, like the 2nd Regiment, carry their own
kits and rifles on board the ship. 1At seven in the evening, when all the detachments
had come on board, the Euphrates was towed from the jetty, amidst the cheers of
assembled spectators, the band playing and troops cheering on her deck. These
forces are to join the headquarters of the 27th and g8th Regiments, forming the
garrison of Malta. The transport ship Crocodile also takes out from Portsmouth
some drafts from the toqth Regiment (at the Curragh), the 79th Highland
Regiment (from Fort George), and the 78th and 71st Regiments (from Edinburgh).
These arrived at Portsmouth and embarked in the Crocodile the same evening. The
Malabar, the Jumna, and the Serapis will convey other detachments of troops.

The strength of the garrison at Malta about ten years ago, before the reduction
of our military establishments in the colonies, was eight batteries of artillery, with
an aggregate strength of 805 non-commissioned officers and men: two companies
of Royal Engineers, numbering 178; six hattalions of infantry, 4,232 strong; and
the Malta Fencible Artillery, 591; the whole garrison numbering 5,854 non-
commissioned officers and men. The establishment of the present garrison,
including officers, is 5,008, viz.: Artillery, seven batteries, 1,022; Engineers, two
companies, 198; infantry, five battalions, 3,440; and the Malta Fencible Artiller),’,
371. The additions now being made consist of the 2nd Battalions of The 2nd Queen’s
and the 13th Light Infantry, each 9oz of all ranks, or 1,804 altogether, with
draughts as follows: 195 to the 27th Regiment, 288 to the 42nd, 245 to the 71Ist,
239 to the 98th, and 231 to the 101st, making the total reinforcements 3,002, and
bringing the strength of the garrison up to 8,100 of all ranks.

REGIMENTAL DINNER CLUB

(OFFICERS)

We are asked to announce that Brig.-General W. Glasgow, C.M.G., has
handed over the duties of Honorary Secretary of the Regimental Dinner Club
(Officers) to Col. R. G. Clarke, CM.G.,, D.S.O. Col. Clarke’'s address is:
Barham House, Barham, Canterbury, Kent.
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4th BATTALION

Headquarters: The Barracks, Mitcham Road, Croydon.
Honorary Colonel: Col. J. M. Newnham, O.B.E.
Commanding Officer: Lieut.-Col. B. L. Evans, T.D.

ther ranks, but have

i f all ranks. We had actually topped 400 o

l;:érégtf;’,llgo; nz; fewer than six to the lRegulqr Az:}:)y. 1If&;)er;e (}iasl;sssti}:;g;c]);c'i

i not lost, but it is so difficult to view these lo !

\\r;vew t:siycg;c;;ole ourselves with the fact that soldiering with us makes a ?;mtboert}?é

meenmso keen on the life that they hanker after more of it and transfer |

lar ‘Army.

Regl\l)\}?l;' are )s’hortly losing Sergt. A. E. Walrner, oge 91;1 (])11'1rrn I:ﬁrgzlaclé:rslg StI?Itz
i ing the 2nd Battalion, and wish hi .

Instructors, who is returning to 1 ilfin Wf e s ey i

has done very good work with us, was always w g ; the,numerous 2w

i ks. He has contributed in no small degree to ! el
wulct:}cleg;:asrac?f the Battalion, and whether it was a 100 yards s.prmt.lt_)rt; a six-mile
iross—country run on a soggy day, he turned up at the finish—still smiling.

i for Oxford

ome 2/Lieut. V. P. Brown—a very fine athlete who ran y
Uni\y;/riitv;e;(r:ld who/has already helped us greatly in our competitions—and 2/Lieut.
P. Wightman, late of the Sherborne O.T.C. , oo s

The prize distribution this year was perhaps the best we g%’:tta(leior'l v
exceptionally well attended, and we have again to thank the 2n athelion,and,the
Depot for supporting us. The outstanding feature in the ‘progd s sase th
display by the Army School of Physical Training, stage manag}:led seyen jeut Lo
G. N. Dyer, D.S.0. We venture to say that few of the au'dlen%ev a Siilis ke of
its equal, and it is generally hoped we shall see them again. debareco1 the -
to Col. Dyer for a fine performance. The prizes were presente . ); s Lox
Roundway, C.M.G., D.S.O., M.V.O., commanding Surrey Infantry gade.
Dancing concluded the evening. .

The next event of note was the Sports Meeting on June’l‘izn%aigl)ifoitafgg 21};
Capt. H. E. E. Ault, which produced some good running. . t;t e
the Inter-Battalion Relay Races in competitions open to errtl't?ons g L
Home Counties Division and the London District. The competi :

) i t (Capt. H. G. M.
Yards Relay.—1, 4th Bn. The Queen s Royal Regiment | 3
Eva:goLieut. (now Capt.) H. E. E. Ault, 2/Lieut. A. R. C. Stiby, and 2/Lieut.
J. R. Majof); 2, Surrey and Sussex Yeomanry.

’ i Lieut. (now Capt.)
ds Relay.—1, 4th Bn. The Queen’s Royal Regiment (
H é?oE}.,lqul-t, 2/Lieut. A. R. C. Stiby, 2/Lieut. J. R. Major, and Sergt. A. E.
W'arner); 2, 47th (London) Div. R.A.M.C. . ' Capt)
One-Mile Relay.—1, 4th Bn. The Queen’s Royal Regiment (Lleut(.i (go;v c pH
H. E. E. Ault, 2/Lieut. A. IS{ C. Stiby, 2/Lieut. J. R. Major, an pl. C. H.
‘ome): 2, sth Bn. The East urrey Regiment.
Cro?r?)fhi, i%)dividual events mention must be made of Dmr. W%}errzitz;l}_iarvzgitv:oig
the One-Mile Battalion Race, the One-Mile Invitation (open tql errd ey LA
the Home Counties and the London Districts), the Half-Mile anYards ey
Battalion Races. 'Also of Cpl. Crome, who won the Battalion 440 ds,
his very fine performance in the Relay.

S INCE the last issue we have increased a little in numbers, our strength to date
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The prizes were presented by Major-General H. R. Peclg, C:By C.M.G.,
D.S.0., Commanding 44th (Home Counties) Division.

After the sports, there was a well-attended dance in the Drill Hall,

Camp was at Shorncliffe from July 28th to August 11th, and we had the
misfortune to strike the only really bad patch of weather during the whole summer.
We had our usua! luck in marching in—the weather, which had been perfect up to
and including the morning of July 28th, broke, and heavy rain set in. It always
does when we march in, and we should be quite disappointed if it did not. Soon,
however, it gave place to a gale. and during the night the orderly-room tent and a
large mess tent came down, doing a certain amount of damage. During the earlier
part of the time the orderly-room tent made rather a habit of it, and in the end we

left it—transferring what remained of the personnel and material to less exposed
quarters.

We were able to get through much useful training, and it is pleasant to record
that we seem to begin each successive camp where we left off the previous vear—
in other words, training can be more progressive, as past lessons are remembered
and one does not have to commence all over again. In spite of the weather it was
a good and enjoyable camp.

We were visited by the General Officer
Command, Major-General H, R. Peck. C.B, CM.G. DS.O. (Commanding 44th
(Home Counties) Division), Col. the Lord Ashcombe, C.B.. T.D., and Col. the
Hon, A. Broderick, T.D., among others, As usual, the Q" side was very
satisfactory throughout, and we understand that the medical authorities were
almost reduced to politeness when they saw the cleanliness and general arrange-
ments of the cookhouse, for in one of those weak moments which most of us have

at one time or another, the A.D.M.S. was hear
remarks.

We were very happy to make the acquaintance of Capt. N. R. Raine, of the
Queen’s Rangers, who spent a day or two with us in camp.  We hope he will carry
away happy recollections of our meeting,

As usual, the Cadre provided by the Regiment was excellent, and the results
to us very satisfactory.

Commanding-in-Chief, Eastern

The usual Sports were held on August 6th, and we again won the Cup for
athletic events and the Aggregate Cup for militar

y and athletic events. We were,
however, closely followed by the 6th Rn. The East Surrey Regiment, but one point
behind us.

Thanks to excellent performances by Capt. H. E. E, Ault, 2/Lieuts. Stiby
and Brown, and Sergt. Warner, we won the 400 Yards, 880 Yards, and One-Mile
Relays easily. In the Mile Team Race our complete team led the field, to win

easily. The team was 2/Lieut. Brown, Dmr. Waterman, Pte. Parrett, and Pte
Broome. Pte. Broome also won the Recruits’ Mile.

The military events were disappointing to us, but, if the lesson is learned, the
results should do us good.

The transport events, which we have looked upon as our own preserve, went
againgt us—the Offcers’ Chargers for the first time since the event was started.
We were second, but in the Transport Turn-out we were last. Our Transport
Section must remember that these events are not judged upon the resul't of a few
hours’ work before the inspection. Saddlery and harness is judged upon its general
condition—not only polish—and excellence of condition entails work, and much of
it, throughout the year. In the rest of the military events we were a place higher
In each than a year ago.

We had 21 officers and 282 other ranks in camp.
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On August 3Ist we competed at the Sports Meeting organized by the 4th
Bn. The Royal Sussex Regiment, and Lieut.-Col. J. R. Warren, M.C., O.B.E.,
T.D., had presented a Challenge Cup for a triangular match among the reputed
three best athletic Territorial battalions. Our chief opponents were the redoubt-
able London Irish Rifles, with at least one intetnational runner and a very good
all-round team, while we (we almost put ‘‘as usual’’) were forced to take the field
with a depleted team—two good sprinters being absent. We were second, with
16 points to the London Irish Rifles’ 21, the 4th Royal Sussex being third with
seven points. Results were as follows : —

880 Vards Relay.—1, 1.ondon Irish Rifles (Cpl. Gray, Cpl. Wickham, C.Q.M.S.
Allen, and Rfmn. Dulson); 2, 4th Bn. The Queen’s Royal Regiment; 3, 4th Bn.
The Royal Sussex Regiment. Won by three yards.

440 Vards Relay.—1, London Irish Rifles; 2, 4th Bn. The Queen’s Royal
Regiment. Won by two yards.

.One-Mi{e Relay.—1, 4th Bn. The Queen’s Royal Regiment (Cpl. Crome,
2/Lieut. Stiby, Sergt. Warner, and 2/Lieut. Brown); 2, London Irish Rifles.
Won by 12 yards.

Two-Miles Relay.—1, ath Bn. The Queen’s Royal Regiment (Dmr. Waterman,
Pte,-l Burton, Cpl. Crome, and 2/Lieut. Brown); 2, London Irish Rifles. Won
easily.

We VeLE seconq in the High Jump, Long Jump, and Putting the Shot.

Particular mention must be made of the magnificent running of 2/Lieut. Ve
Brown, who ran in all four relays and won the Long Jump; 2/Lieut. Stiby, who
ran in three relays and won the High Jump; and Cpl. Crome, who ran a magnifi-
cent quarter and threw the weight with ability.

We will win it next year, but to make certain, officers and other ranks must put
the Battalion first, even though it may be inconvenient. In this way only can full
success be attained.

¢ hCrxcket has not been very successful. We played six games, but only won two
of them.

Battalion, 42; East Surrey Ironworks, 93.

Battalion, 87; East Surrey Ironworks, 21I.

Battalion, 53; 4th Bn. The Royal Sussex Regiment, 150 for 4.

Battalion, 30; Commercial Assurance Company, 49.

Battalion, 92; Davis Theatre, 75. 1

We were also beaten by the 6th Bn. The East Surrey Regiment.

Two .en)oyal)‘]e' games were played between Officers and Sergeants, the first
resulting in a decisive win for the Sergeants and the second in an exciting win for
the Officers by one run. We feel the Officers owe a debt of gratitude to the
Sergeants, who very sportingly did not look at their watches, for we believe the
winning hit was made after the time arranged for drawing stumps. Scores:—

June 1st.

_ Officers—Capt. Bryer, 6; 2/Lieut. Phillimore, 5; Capt. Evans, o; 2/Lieut,
Wightman, 1; 2/Lieut. Brown, 13; Major Papworth, 2; Lieut. Osbaldeston, o;
%ﬂpti Ault, 2; Capt. Wallerstein, 3; 2/Lieut. Ault, o; Lieut. Giggins, 1; Extras, 19;

otal, 52.

Sergeants. —Sergt. Wilkins, 9; Sergt. Knights, 8; Clr.-Sergt. Townsend, 17;
O.R.S. Willerton, 29; RSM Hart, 43; Sergt. Skinner, I; C.S.M. Friend, 5;
Sergt. Warner, 7; Sergt. Simmons, o; C.S.M. Hall, 15; C.S.M. Fenner, 6; Extras,
16; Total, 156.
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June 23rd.
Officers, 131; Sergeants, 130.

We hadfive representatives in the annual match in camp, The Queen’s Royal
Regiment ». The East Surrey Regiment, who did not disgrace themselves and
enabied a certain officer to improve his financial position by §s. as the result of a
financial transaction on the aggregate number of runs scored by them. There
appeared to be as much interest in this side issue as in the score of the side, and
public opinion was heavily against the said officer, particularly when it was
observed that he was able to influence the result by umpiring. 2z/Lieut. Wightman
made 21 and 2/Lieut. Brown took five wickets.

The Prize Meeting was held at the rifle range, Woldingham, on August 24th
and 25th and August 31st and September Ist, and to compensate for its behaviour
in camp the weather for the first time on record was fine throughout. The principal

events resulted as follows : —
Watney Cup (marching and shooting).—“ H.Q.” Wing.
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