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Remainder of Battalion following. January, 1946.
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EDITORIAL

L feel that we owe our readers an apology for ceasing publication on the outbreak of
war, but it was considered impracticable to continue when, for security reasons, it was

not possible to give news of the doings of battalions of the Regiment. On two occasions
during the war, attempts were made to produce a form of news-letter but the Censorship was
so strict as to preclude the circulation of a useful or interesting letter.

In this number we publish a summary of the war services of the eight battalions who were
on active service. The Regiment has been represented in every sphere of operations and might
almost claim to share the gunner motto ““ Ubique.” We hope that these summaries may be
useful when the history of the war comes to be written. In this connection, it is hoped that any-
one having eye-witness accounts, or able to write descriptions from personal knowledge, of inci-
dents which occurred during the innumerable actions in which battalions have taken part will
send them in now to the Colonel of the Regiment at Stoughton Barracks, Guildford, marking
the envelope ¢ Regimental History.” It is of the greatest importance that such accounts should
be written while fresh in the memory so that relevant details are not overlooked. Any such account
sent in will be copied and returned to the sender if desired.

We have received some suggestions as to the form that the Journal should take in the future.
One such suggestion is that the present make-up should be done away with and that, instead,
a Regimental News-Letter should be published at frequent intervals such as every two months
or every quarter. Another is that a smaller Journal shall be published every six months as at
present and that two news-letters a year shall be circulated, one between each issue of the Journal.
A third is that quarterly news-letters shall take the place of the Journal and that once a year a
magazine shall be published, perhaps in the form of a Christmas number. It will be of great
assistance to the Regimental Committee if readers will send in their views on this question. It
is possible that restrictions on paper may, for the time being, prevent a final decision being taken.
Readers’ comments should be addressed to the Editor, at Stoughton Barracks, Guildford.

So far, no news is available as to the future of the Regiment, and some time will probably
elapse before final decisions as to the future organization of the Army can be arrived at. It is
hoped that the Regimental Depot will continue to exist in some form or other so that the Regiment
can have a home.

The Rules of the newly formed Regimental Officers’ Club will be found on another page.
At a recent meeting of the Committee the Hon. Secretary reported a large membership with
many replies to his circular letter still to come in. The Committee decided to try and hold a
Club Dinner this year, either at the end of September or early in October, but felt that it would
not be possible to hold a Reunion in the summer months. Members will receive notice of club
activities in due course.

With this number we take leave of our readers and hand over the duties of Editor. We wish
to thank the numerous contributors and also Battalion Assistant-Editors who, up to the war,
gave us invaluable assistance in producing the Journal. Their ready co-operation made our
task a pleasant one. For our many errors of omission and commission we ask forgiveness. We
feel sure that our successors will receive all the help they require from past and present members
of the Regiment, and that the useful record of the doings of all battalions will be maintained
in the future. It is just over twenty years since the Journal first made its appearance and it is
to be regretted that the continuity of publication was interrupted by the war.

If the Journal is to be retained in its present form, it will be published in November this year-
Contributors and Assistant-Editors are requested to send all news, articles and illustrations to
the Editor not later than 1st October.
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SuMMARY oF WAR SERVICE

Station, 3rd September, 1939 : Allahabad.
T'o North-West Frontier, October, 1940 :

1st Column

Razcol, 7th December, 1940, to 11th January, 1941,
2nd Column

Tocol, 16th June, 1941, to 31st August, 1941,
Returned to India, November, 1941.

To Burma, 23rd August, 1943.
Actions.
29th November, 1943
18th/19th December, 1943
4th/28th February, 1944
12th/25th March, 1944
7th May, 1944
11th/14th May, 1944
22nd/31st May, 1944
25th July/1st August, 1944

Point 206
Point 182

En‘circlement of 7th Indian Division
Point 162

Ist Battle Jail Hill, Kohima.

2nd Battle Jail Hill, Kohima.

Naga Village and Church Knoll, Kohima.
Kohima—Ukhrul Column.

Arakan.

Returned to India, 10th September, 1944. Station: Shilong, Assam.

To Burma, 15th March, 1945.
Actions.
13th April, 1945
17th/22nd April
16th May/17th June

Kyaukpadaung,
Chauk and Yenangyaung (Central Burma Oilfields area),

Zalon Bridgehead, Irrawaddy (Break through of Jap 54th
Division from Arakan.)

Poywa Village.
Sittang Bend.
Letpanthonbin Village.

5th/13th June
Ist July /9th August
27th July

Situation on 15th August, 1945 : Battalion resting at Pegu.

Bangkok, Siam, 4th October, 1945 to date.
19th January, 1946 Provided Guard of Honour of 3 Officers and 102 O.Rg
in honour of Lord Louis Mountbatten’s visit to the
King of Siam.

CoMMANDING OFFICERS.
Lt.-Colonel J. B. Coates, M.C.
Lt.-Colonel H. G. M. Evans
Major J. F. Metcalf
Lt.-Colonel G. S. Grimston o
Lt.-Colonel H. G. Duncombe, D.S.O.

from 3rd September 1939 to September, 194¢.
from September, 1940 to 23rd September, 1943
23rd September, 1943 to 1st October, 1943,
from Ist October, 1943 to 2nd December, 1943
from 2nd December, 1943 to

20th September, 1944,
from 20th September, 1944 to 10th June, 1945,
from 10th June, 1945 to date,

Lt.-Colonel G. S. Grimston
Lt.-Colonel J. R. Terry




I1st BATTALION

BATTALION NEWS

HE Battalion is at present stationed in Bangkok where it arrived on 4th October, 1945.

It would be hard to imagine a better station outside England at the present time. The main

part of us ate living in good quarters, buildings of the main university. There are usually
about two companies away on detachment guarding the docks or other military property.

The Thais have impressed us all by their friendliness and hospitality. Many of the better
class Thais have been educated in England and seem anxious that we should enjoy ourselves as
much as they enjoyed being in England, which must have been a lot.

The main task of the Battalion is finding guards, protecting stores, buildings and messes.
Little continuous training is possible. As a change from the “ fleshpots ” of Bangkok most of
the Battalion has been spending ten days at a seaside camp, which is very popular.

The majority of 7th Indian Division has left Siam, including our own 33rd Brigade. We
are at present attached to another Brigade, but hope to meet the Battalions who fought beside
us throughout the Burma campaign, when we leave Bangkok. There is no definite news of when
this will be, but it will probably be in April or May.

The Battalion is fairly well up to strength, but it is a struggle to find replacements for the
steady stream of key officers and other ranks who disappear with each age group. The new rein-
forcements usually come from all over the country and there is only a very small sprinkling of men
from West Surrey and London among us.

Extracts from a letter dated 24th January, 1946, from Admiral Lord Louis Mountbatten,
Commander-in-Chief, South-East Asia Command, to the Colonel of the Regiment :—

“ T was recently invited by the King of Siam to pay an official visit to Bangkok. I deccided to
have a big Inter-Service Parade in order to put up British prestige within Siam. The King of
Siam inspected the parade and took the march past. In the march past, there were units of the
Royal Navy, 1st Battalion The Queen’s Royal Regiment, 4th/14th Punjab Regiment, 4th/5th
Royal Gurkha Rifles and the Royal Air Force. A special Guard of Honour was also found by
the Queen’s, and the Royal Marine Far Eastern Band headed the march past.

“ I enclose a photograph showing the march past of the Queen’s Guard of Honour in column
of sixes, followed by the Queen’s Detachment in column of threes. The photograph gives little
idea of the tremendous impression which the bearing, turn-out, drill and marching of the Queen’s
Guard of Honour made on all spectators. 'T'hey received a special ovation from the crowd, and
everyone commented on them. Their marching was head and shoulders above the rest of the
parade. :

“I therefore sent the enclosed message to Evans, who commands 7th Indian Division in
Siam, from which you will see that I promised to report to you how splendidly your Regiment
kept up the traditions of the Queen’s.

“ Evans further informs me that the bchaviour of your men on leave in the town has been
exemplary, and has greatly raised the prestige of the British Army in Siam.

“ I hope you, as their Colonel, will accept this small but sincere tribute from me.”
Message from Lord Louis Mountbatten to General Evans :—

“ Where all were so good at the Inter-Service Parade, it would be invidious to make distinc-
tions, but the march past of the Guard of Honour found by The Queen’s Royal Regiment was so
exceptionally smart that I would like you to tell them that I will inform their Colonel and my
late colleague, General Sir George Giffard, what a magnificent show his regiment has put up.”

DEDICATION OF H.M.S. “HOWE”

‘THurspAY, 20TH AucusTt, 1942

ALETTER dated 11th August was sent to the Under Secretary of State for War and read
as follows :

“ 1 am commanded by My Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to acquaint you, for
the information of the Army Council, that the Commanding Officer of H.M.S. Howé at
present nearing completion at Rossyth, has reminded them of the traditional friendship be-
tween the Queen’s l.{oyal.Reglmcnt and His Majesty’s ships bearing that name, and expressed
a desire for its continuation. 2

‘“ As a beginning, we suggest that an early visit should be paid to t i
Officers and N.C.Os. of the Regiment. I am, therefore, to I‘equgst el tlllmz il:;qvbéoaufe\.xlr
will grant facilities for this visit, and make arrangements, if Service conditions permit lﬁf((:)lr

about six Officers and twelve N.C.Os. t
SN o 20rh frugosts 0 go on board at Rossyth on the 19th August, and

A.G. (2), the War Office, sent a co i i i
z;{range, in conjunction with the Oﬂicersp%c?rirtrl;lziicll?rt]zrlg(ihoél(ri;i’ 113:1}11 Ig.afiﬁi.g):sninls:ed’ hiQm al
egiment, for a party to visit H.M.S. Howe as suggested. I SR
A party was finally made up and consisted of the following :—
Colonel G. V. Palmer.
Lieut.-Colonel D. C. G. Dickinson, O.C, 13th I.T.C.
Major Grimston, 15th Battalion Queen’s Royal Regiment.
Major Kingsley, 15th Battalion Queen’s Royal Regiment.
Major Fowler, 13th Battalion Queen’s Royal Regiment.
Mr. Bailey, 13th Battalion Queen’s Royal Regiment.

R.S.M. Tasker, 13th I.T.C., with one Warrant Officer and two S
: o wo Sergeants and f
Warrant Officers or Sergeants from 13th and 15th Battalions gQucen’s RoOIaJI;
Regiment. ‘ , .
This party arrived aboard H.M.S. Howe on Wednesday, 19th August, at about 2000 hrs.

and were recetved by Captain C. H. L. Woodhouse, C.B. Th i
UP on board by the Ship’s Company. ’ : Raie s T

On Thursday, 20th August, the following ceremonies took place.

At 0745 hrs., the Chapel in H.M.S. Howe was dedicated by the Chaplain of the F

( ) .M.S. 1
ev. Crick). This cercmony Coloncl Palmer attended with Capytain Wooghouse. 8l
Later on in the morning, the Ceremony of the Blessing of the Ship and its dedication was

\arried out, again by the Chaplain of the Fleet, assisted by the Rev. Ellison (Chaplain of H.M.S.

%we, and Captain Woodhouse.

The whole Ship’s Company attended ; many of i i i
. ; : y of the workmen actively interested in th
ml‘!”}u of the ship also attended and the party from the Queen’s Royal Regiment. X
I'he form of ceremony was an ancient one, of probably some 500 years’ standing, and was

€xtraodinarily impressive.
The responses and adjurations of the Captain and the Ship’s Company were as follows :
The Captain : * Bless our Ship.”
The Ship’s Company : ** May God the Father bless her.”
The Captain : *“ Bless our Ship.”
The Ship’s Company : *‘ May Jesus Christ bless her.”
The Captain : * Bless our Ship.”
The Ship’s Company : ‘‘ May the Holy Spirit bless her.”
5




DEDICATION OF H.M.S. “ HOWE ”

The Captain : * What do ye fear, seeing that God the Father is with you ? ”’

The Ship’s Company : ‘“ We fear nothing.”

The Captain : ‘* What do ye fear, seeing that God the Son is with you ?’

The Ship’s Company : ‘‘ We fear nothing.”

The Captain : ‘* What do ye fear, seeing that God the Holy Spirit is with you ? *’
The Ship’s Company : ‘‘ We fear nothing.”

This was followed by the Blessing by the Chaplain of the Fleet.

The service ended with the singing of the sailors’ hymn, *“ Eternal Father, Strong to Save,”
followed by ‘ God Save the King.”

The whole was accompanied by the band of the Royal Marines aboard.

After a short space of a quarter of an hour * Stand Easy,” everybody aboard re-assembled
on the Quarterdeck to receive the Lord Provost of Edinburgh and the whole of that City’s Council.

This, in turn, was a striking piece of picturesque ceremony in that he was led aboard by two
halberdiers and his Mace-bearer, and both he and his Bailees were robed in scarlet and ermine.
The Lord Provost himself was wearing the uniform of the Lord Lieutenant of the City of Edin-
burgh. They came bearing the gift of a shield of the arms of the City, which they gave to the Ship
to bear. In return, Captain Woodhouse gave the Lord Provost a shield with the arms of H.M.S.
Howe to place in the City Council Chamber as a token of thanks to the citizens of that City for
their contribution in War Weapons Week, of the money for the building of H.M.S. Howe.

After the speeches were over, the parade was dismissed, the civic party adjourned to be shown
the ship before being entertained to lunch.

At lunch in the Ward-room, there sat down the Ward-room Officers of the ship, Lord Howe,
the Lord and Lady Provost of Edinburgh and their civic party and the Officers of the Queen’s
Royal Regiment.

At the end of the meal, after the toasts to the King had been drunk, Lord Howe rose to wish
good luck to the ship that bore the name of his house and proposed the health of the Ship’s Com-
pany. This toast was seconded by Colonel Palmer, who recalled the association between the
Regiment and the Royal Navy as intimately bound with the name of Howe. The toast was put
forward in the third degree by the Lord Provost of Edinburgh, who added the good wishes,
especially of the citizens of that City, and he called upon the company to rise. Captain Woodhouse
replied to the toast by recalling the glories of the Admiral after whom they were named, the tradi-
tions of the First of June, 1794, and he expressed his gratitude to the citizens of Edinburgh for
their generosity.

After this the civic party went ashore and the detachment of the Queen’s was taken in hand,
severally and collectively, by the various Officers and Warrant Officers of the Ship’s Company to
be shown the mysteries and intricacies of this great man-of-war.

That evening the party split up for home, but the representatives of 15th Queen’s remained
aboard so that they might actually sail once again with the Royal Navy in war.

The Officers of the 13th Queen’s returned by sea to their station at Sheerness on the following
morning, Friday, 21st August, by invitation of Lieut.-Commander Morrison, Commander of
H.M.S. Vanity.

As a token of the good wishes of the Queen’s Royal Regiment to the Royal Navy in general
and H.M.S. Howe in particular, the party took with them a coloured print of the Battle of the
Glorious First of June, 1794, which depicts on the one hand, Earl Howe on the Flagship Queen
Charlotte during the battle ; while, on the other hand, Lieut. Neville of the Queen’s Royal Regi-
ment is seen dying, mortally wounded, being cared for by two of his soldiery.

This picture had been set in a frame with a plaque inscribed *“ To H.M.S. Howe from The
Queen’s, August, 1942.” This was handed over to Captain Woodhouse, who warmly expressed
his thanks to the Regiment for such an appropriate reminder of good relations.

Extracts from a letter from the Officer Commanding H.M.S. *“ Howe ” to the Colonel of the Regiment,
dated 5th June, 1942.

“T have the honour to_be the Captain of H.M.S. Howe and write to tell you that the ship
commissioned on Ist June.

2np BATTALION 7

‘“It was fortunate that it was possible to arrange for the Commissioning Day to be on the
anniversary of the ‘ Glorious First.” I have, myself, served in H.M.S. Excellent for several years
and so has my Second-in-Command so we are well acquainted with the links between The Queen’s
Royal Regiment and that ship. I hope it may be possible for us also to share in some degree
In this happy state of affairs.

#* * #* * *

“T find that the Mess property of this ship includes a large silver bowl inscribed * From 1st
Queen’s to H.M.S. Howe, 1794-1894." It is at present in a safe place with certain other items
which belonged to the last ship bearing the name ‘ Howe ’ and I look forward to the day when we
may have it on board.”

Note.—H.M.S. Howe returned home recently from service in the Pacific and the Colonel
of the Regiment sent a telegram of welcome to the Captain and Ship’s Company.

2ND BATTALION

SUMMARY OF WAR SERVICE

3/9/39 Palestine. In 16th Infantry Brigade, consisti
Ist Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders,

Sept, 1940 16th Brigade move to Western Desert.
4th Indian Division.

ng of 2nd Queen’s, 2nd Leicesters and

Dig positions in Bergush Box. Attached

10/12/40 Capture Sidi Barrani. Push on as far as Bardia. Withdrawn to El Tahag in Nile

Delta. Leave in Cairo.
April, 1940 Combined Operations training at Kabrit on Bitter Lakes.

May, 1941  El Daaba. Amriya. 16th Brigade to Crete. 2nd Queen’s and Brigade Headquarters
last to sail. Sailed from Alexandria on s.s. Glenroy. Badly dive-bombed. Severa]
landing craft damaged. Turn round when within sixty miles of Crete and return
to Alexandria. Sail for Crete a second time; again return when within about
sixty miles. Evacuation already started.

June, 1941 Syria. 2nd Queen’s capture Quneitra, which the Royal Fusiliers were forced to
surrender three days previously. Capture Qatana unopposed. Held up in foothills
;1 Jebbel Mazar range, south-west of Damascus. Large scale attack planned,
2nd :{Jueen s objective, 1634. Information received— believed lightly held. Night
itntac.. BO€S 1In on a two-company front. Proves to be very strongly held. (400
o S']‘l’llr‘;i?lmparly objective.) After fairly heavy fighting both companies forced
of Fagl er. A_rmlstlce declared. .All prisoners returned. Short spell in barracks
“cole Militaire, Homs. 16th Brigade now form part of 70th Divigion.

7 1 1si S
Sept., 1941  70th Division sail in destroyers for Tobruk. Take over garrison from the Australians.

Nov., 1941 2nd Queen’s take part ; i
’ < AXe part in successful break-out of ter and hold i
to enable 8th Army to get through. perimete old open corridor
End Dec. 70th Divisior withdraw
) _ o YD to Delta area to refit. 2nd Queen’s arrive in ¢
- 1)941 i El Quassasin, on Christmas Day. Whole Battalion sent on leave. iy
eb., 19 Leave for Syria, 5th February. In camp near Qatan: I
) 1 L' ary. camp near Qatana. Dig Def .
Delta, El Quassasin, 26tl; February, Draw tropical kit. SrelC RS o
6/3/42 16th Brigade group sail from Suez on New

. A Amsterdam. Objecti 1
Rangoon, which falls to Japs during i 1

VOvape
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14/3/42 Arrive Colombo, Ceylon. Remainder of 70th Division to India. Intensive
Jungle Training.

Feb., 1943  Rejoin 70th Division at Ranchi, India. Training with Valentine tanks.

5/5/43 2nd Queen’s do demonstration exercise with tanks. Ex-‘ Timothy,” watched by
senior officers from all over India and some from Middle East.

13/5/43 Move to Jhingagacha (60 miles north-east of Calcutta). Prepare Brigade Perimeter
Defence. No. 1 Company stationed at Khulna.

28/6/43 Leave for Bangalore.

4/7/43 Arrive Bangalore. 16th Brigade Camp at Y Tank, eleven miles from Bangalore.

One week’s Jungle Training sixty miles south of Bangalore. Take part in 33rd

Corps Exercise * Trump 2 ” (Infantry in co-operation with Tanks).

Sept., 1943  70th Division join special force, General Wingate’s Long Range Penetration Group.
Battalion organized into two columns,

8/10/43 Leave Bangalore.

13/10/43 Arrive Bijawar near Jhansi. Intensive training and drawing up of special equipment
and mules.

Feb., 1944 16th Brigade, with 2nd Queen’s in the lead, march into Burma from Ledo Road.

Mar., 1944 Cross River Chindwin. 22 Column (2nd Queen’s) successful ambush on M.S.20
Banmauk road.

27/3/44 Battle of Indaw commences. Severe damage inflicted on enemy, but eventually
withdraw without capturing town.

April, 1944 Indaw West Airfield captured. All Columns 16th Brigade flown out by May 6th.

21/5/44 In camp at Bidau (twenty-three miles south of Bangalore). Whole Battalion on
leave.

Sept., 1944 2nd Queen’s join 23rd Infantry Brigade.

Oct., 1944 Move to Orchaa near Jhansi. Intensive training for further campaign in Burma
in January, which eventually does not materialize.

May, 1945 Special Force disbanded. Move to Ranchi area.

June, 1945  2nd Queen’s join 29th Brigade, 36th Division, at Uruli seventeen miles from Poona.
Further campaign impracticable owing to repatriation situation. Still at Uruli
when Jap war finishes.

CASUALTIES
Casualties during the whole war were light. 5 Officers only were killed.

Li1st oF CoOMMANDING OFFICERS

From 3 September, 1939 to February, 1940,
From February, 1940 to June, 1940.

From June, 1940 to February, 1942,

From February, 1942 to April, 1942,

From April, 1942 to October, 1943.

From October, 1943 to December, 1943.
From December, 1943 to April, 1944,
From April, 1944 to November, 1944.
From November, 1944 to date.

Lt.-Col. Ross

Lt.-Col. Haggard
Lt.-Col. Oxley-Boyle, D.S.O.
Lt.-Col. Barrow (acting)

Lt.-Col. Phillips

Lt.-Col. Duncomb, D.S.O.
Lt.-Col. Metcalf i)
Lt.-Col. Close, D.S.O.
Lt.-Col. Du Vallon, D.S.O., M.C.

AwWARDS FOR GALLANTRY
D.S.0,, 2 {one with bar); M.C.,1; D.C.M., 1; M.M,, 1.

[Reprinted from * The Surrey Times and Express’’ by kind permission of the Editor.]

GUILDFORD HONOURS “THE QUEEN’S ”

A MEeMORABLE CEREMONY—29TH SEPTEMBER, 1945

was enacted on the Sports Ground amid glorious weather on Saturday, when the borough
conferred its highest honour on the Queen’s Royal Regiment, the senior English regiment of
the Line.

A Scroll of Rights, granting to the regiment the privilege of marching through the town
with bayonets fixed, Colours flying and bands playing, was presented by the Mayor (Alderman
Wykeham Price) to General Sir George Giffard, the Colonel of the Regiment. Men from Burma,
Berlin and Trieste were among the veterans on parade. Each battalion of the Regiment was rep-
resented. There were men of H.M.S. Excellent standing on the right of the parade recalling the
traditional association with the Royal Navy since June 1st, 1794, and men of the Home Guard
and large contingents of cadets associated with the Regiment were present.

. First event on the programme was the inspection of the parade under the command of
Lieut.-Colonel A. C. W. Upton by General Sir George Giﬁarg, which was preceded by the
General S_alutf:. Promptly at 11 a.m. the Lord Lieutenant of Surrey (Sir Malcolm Fraser) arrived
accompanied by General Sir Walter Kirke. As he faced the parade the Royal Salute was given
and the band of the Ist Battalion played the National Anthem,

The Mayor's Chaplain (Canon E. G. Southam) conducted the short service, and the lesson
was read by the Rev. E. W. Gedge, a liberated prisoner of war. Included in the service was the
spe.rml prayer of the Queen's Royal Regiment, an act of remembrance for fallen comrades, during
which the band of H.M.S. Excellent played Walford Davies’ *“ Solemn Melody,” and Kipling’s
_ Recessional” was sung, the Queen’s band accompanying, and a choir of teachers, conducted by
Mr. Crossley Clitheroe, leading the singing.

Before handing over the scroll, the Mayor addressed the parade. He said it was one of the
greatest davs Guildford had ever known, and the presentation of the Scroll of Rights to the Regi-
Ment was the carrying out of a long-cherished wish. There was no doubt that Guildford had been
Eﬂgg}:lous of its pride and affection for the Queen’s for very many years. For generations they had

2 aore a depot of the Regiment, and the many thousands who had visited the Cathedral Church of

the Holy Trinity had seen there the magnificent regimental memorial with its over 30 battle honours,

NEVER before has Guildford witnessed a military spectacle of such dignity as that which

NATION IS THE ARMY

1€ Mayor called to mind the raising of the Regiment in the middle of the seventeenth

gf,gstlr{s(f)o;e‘;:;-‘ia‘t';rl“:mulu‘lx apparently then a troublesome place as it is to-day, and also an
of that (odc NN qut lLi..(j](L)rlouS First of June, when the Queen’s acted as marines. Because
Bistory,”” Cofmt N th;z !i:"]".“' to see a d(_etachment (_)f H.M.S. Excellent with them. ‘“ That is
the nation was fi0 T B.L\rqil r‘andlﬂthmgs were different then. The Army was the Army and
therecan beno o *. Ut to-day the Army is the nation and the nation is the Army. I think

h : -y abow of doubt that many hundreds of hearts in Guildford in the last five or sjx
years have missed a beat when news of some kind leaked through of what the Queen’s were doing.”

T .- 20y
e war\'r:1 ;";'g;‘é’l% t;:c(i:milllis ;;\';Is hl?w the Mayor described the.achievementls of the regiment in
and BelJium with. the. sl OrfSDlP enumerated the Regiment’s record, which started in France
T o %vould L f of Dunkirk. After a period of preparation came Alamein, which
wh y o4 urning point of the war. Then followed the march across Africa
hen the Queen’s became part of the Desert Rats and the actions at Bl denitie oo e
;\lrr-‘d?'.lﬁﬂ?ﬁnl?af .I‘)“Cg 21{50 Irecﬁll?d the Bl:irma campaign, the Queen’s fighting in the swamps of
wall, L oing aown o onima, g . . o " I
B ¢ s oint of the war In Buriia) and the action at Jail Hill, which might be regarded as a

9




10 GUILDFORD HONOURS THE ‘“ QUEEN’S”

Lastly, the Mayor mentioned the Normandy landing, the fight for Caen and the final event,
which took place three weeks ago—the triumphant victory march through Berlin headed by the
Desert Rats, and at the head of the Desert Rats were the Colours of the Queen’s Royal Regiment.

The Scroll, which was read by the Town Clerk, took the form of the resolution passed by
the Council on September 26th, 1944. In handing the Scroll to General Sir George Giffard, the
Mayor said : ““ In conferring an honour upon you we are very sensitive that we are conferring
a very great honour upon ourselves.”

QUEEN MARY’S REGRET

General Sir George Giffard expressed the regret of Queen Mary, the Colonel-in-Chief of
the Regiment, that she could not be present. The previous Tuesday he was summoned to Marl-
borough House for Queen Mary to hear the final arrangements and she gave him a message to
the Regiment. ‘‘ She told me to say to the Regiment that she sends grectings to all ranks on parade,
and to all those who from force of circumstances could not be here, and to express her admiration
for the courage, endurance and the skill of all battalions in the past six years of war. She further
sends her best wishes to all ranks for the future wherever they may serve. She was careful to point
out to me that she was wearing on that day the badge of the Regiment, which was presented to her
as a brooch some two or three years ago.”

Since 1881, when the Regiment was first associated with the county of Surrey and the words

‘ West Surrcy "’ incorporated in the title of the Regiment, the ties which had bound the Regiment
with the Borough of Guildford had grown closer and closer and culminated that day in that great
ceremony. It was indeed a great honour to the Regiment coming from a borough which could
trace its line of Mayors back to 1412.

General Giffard, in a résumé of the war history of the Regiment, said the 1st Battalion had
been in India on the Frontier and subsequently at Arakan. The 2nd Battalion were in the Western
Desert, the Siege of Tobruk, India and finally into Central Burma with Wingate’s Chindits.
The 131st Brigade—the 1st/5th, 1st/6th and 1st/7th Battalions—were in France and Belgium,
Alamein, Sicily, Italy, Normandy and finally Berlin.

The 169th Brigade of the 56th Division, composed of the 2nd/5th, 2nd/6th and 2nd/7th

Quecen’s, started in Persia on what must have been one of the longest marches into battle, for they ¥

motored 3,500 miles, arriving one evening and going into battle the next day at 9 a.m. They went
to Sicily, Italy and were now in Trieste.

After a welcome to H.M.S. Excellent, General Giffard said it was a great pleasure and honour
to have the Home Guard with them, many of whom in their younger days served in the Regiment.
They had also the cadets, the rising generation to whom they passed the tradition and with whom
was the future. He thanked the Mayor and Guildford for their most cherished gift and called for
three cheers for the Mayor, Corporation and Borough of Guildford.

SceENEs IN HIGH STREET

Long before noon the pavements on either side of High Strcet were packed as far as the eye
could see from the focal point of the Guildhall. Gay strings of bunting and flags splashed the route
with joyous colour, while, below, little children clutched Union Jacks.

One saw the badge of the Regiment worn proudly on many a breast, with here and there a
sad-cyed yet rightfully proud woman with the ribbons of an absent warrior. A limping French
soldier passed, two nasal-tongued Americans sought vantage points for the snapshots that would
thrill the folk way back home, a group of Canadians, a bush-hatted 14th Army man and a fresh-
faced English nursing sister discussed the occasion together.

On the Guildhall balcony laurels and flowers set off the inscribed tribute, “ Thank you,
Queen’s.”” 'The first real touch of pageantry came when the Mayor, scarlet-robed, set off in his car
for the Sports Ground ceremony.

Faintly came the notes of the band of the 1st Battalion. Then, headed by two stalwart mili-
tary policemen, round the bend they marched and along the sanded stone sets of the hill. To
a rush of clapping, the band, led by Bandmaster C. H. Brooks, and stirring the pulses with the
Queen’s own quick-step march, *“ Braganza,” turned in under Tuns Gate and counter-marched
to face the Guildhall before halting to play the procession through.

GUILDFORD HONOURS “ THE QUEEN’S” 11

Blue uniforms and a gleam of bayonets heralded the H.M.S. Excellent detachment, and as
the officer in charge gave the “ Eyes right ” and dropped his sword to the salute, the Mayor
Litted his black peaked hat with white-gloved hand. The sailors’ welcome was warm, but what
enthusjasm stung the hands as the colours of the 2nd Battalion of the Queen’s, those honourably
dulled glories of gold and red and blue, were borne past !

Then, with a soldierly dignity that had consciousness of victorious achievement, came the
men of the 1st Battalion. Here were no show-soldiers, but seasoned fighters, as more than their
medal ribbons betokened. The deadly utility of the shortened bayonets on their rifles was in itself
a chastening reminder of the grim fields in which these veterans had carned the honour. and in-
finitely more than that honour, which the town was according them. ‘

These passed in their ceremonial array of double sections of threes, to be succeeded by de-
tachment after detachment, the colours of the 1st/6th and 1st/7th Battalions, blue-uniformed

lf;}f]:le((_lzxdets, the band of H.M.S. Excellent and two cadet bands dividing the progress of martial
aki.

THE LUNCHEON

Nearly two hundred guests under the chairmanship of the Mayor attended a luncheon in
the Borough Hall, where tasteful floral decorations included laurels picked out in coloured lights

on the panelled walls and an inscription, ** Guildford is d of ’
. L th ]
stage, upon which the band of the 1st Battalion played. i i e

The following telegram from H.M. Queen Mar i
. : | .M. y was read by the Mayor : * As Colonel-
rr.x'-f‘._fnef of f‘]\ﬁ_Queen s Royal Regiment, I wish to express my grateful appregliation of the l?o(;xrzilr
\!\[n;l “-;\ out ‘;'};T }uhh 1s d'omg to my regiment to-day. I rejoice at this further proof of the affection
and esteem vy J i
7 }{_” tch have always existed between the people of Guildford and the men of the Queen’s,
To this message the Mayor had drafted the following reply : —

o I];“{ l.I'. M. ;)J'Ill'l‘II Ma}ry,—-ln humbly expressing our thanks to your Majesty’s gracious message
: ;'a d beg to be allowed to say that your Majesty’s words will serve to increase our admiration
or the Regiment, which has been so much enhanced by its glorious service in the war now mercj

tully ended. —Wykeham Price, Mayor.”” ' i

1k l_iilh‘ W(:rshi_p said it was a happy chance that that was the first gathering in that hall since
en;lmtl ar gathering just eighteen months ago, when they had the great pleasure and honour of
carr?:, :!n'-rl‘lglEaH_xepiresentanve contingent of the 1st/Sth Queen’s. About a hundred of all ranks
2 L=uildiord to receive such expressions of gratitu i i
ol ey p gratitude and honour as it was then possible to
. hi.s\\}i:'“-: ]til-n’k the salute on that occasion he had two predominant thoughts. One was that never
o hmm”L”l»I“”l}t‘ seen a Iw'i';d_v of men more on top of the world. In vulgar parlance, they had
2 1e High Street.” " Had they only known, it was given to them. The second thought

was that it was know . lusi

A48 known pretty conclusively that D-Da H

of e ely y was near. He regretted to say that no

th;{tec}‘::;lendgflm at‘ Guildford that day ever came back. 1 . i
1 b lat that day’ i i i

of infinitely closer re]]I day’s celebrations would not be a merely passing affair, but the cementing

tioned that NI exammln.in; t|l.:m ever before existed between borough and regiment. He men.
pie of those relations, the Mayor and Corporation now had the great pleasure

that, when proceeding j

b 210 state to church and on other 1 1

i & - reat civic occasions, theirs was the u
o ! g preceded by officers of the Queen’s from the %epot. s

He wanted that occasion
borough really got together, b
Guildford would have additio
the taking of service in one fo

and civilian guests, he proposed the toast of the health of the Qu

to go down in history as the moment when the Regiment and the

€cause the obvious result was that in the future the young men of
nal reasan tg gegard as th

] the proudest thing they could possibly d
Im or another with the Queen's. On behalf of the Boroupgh Cog,ncﬁ

een’s Royal Regiment.

GENERAL’S 'T'RIBUTE TO TERRIERS

v t'f{e%]‘)ondmg, lGeneral er George Giffard said the bulk of the work done in the war was done
el .e.I er?smu Army—those who in peace time had spent many hours and days in training
sclves for the defence of this country. As the war went on, and with the coming of conscription

’
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the regular officers, W.0Os., N.C.Os. and men gradually disappeared from the units, partly to the
staff and partly to instruction. It was true that the traditions of discipline and duty passed on by
the regulars had made possible all the things that had been done, but they could not get away from
the fact that a great part of the fighting had been done by the young soldier and young officer
who had come in during the past six years. The Regiment owed a great debt for all that those men
had done.

They would hold together in the future as a body, not only within the Regiment, but between
the Regiment and Guildford. The ties would be maintained and kept even closer. They had a
great job in this country to settle down now that the war was over, and it was for the Army and the
civilian population to pull together in order that they could make the country the place they all
hoped it would be. That day should be a landmark in their progress towards cementing the Regi-
ment’s ties with the city of Guildford.

At his call, the toast of * The Mayor and Corporation and people of Guildford ”’ was drunk.
Sir George then read a telegram ‘‘ from an old school-fellow of mine,” which read : ‘‘ Regret
exceedingly cannot attend historical occasion 29th. Congratulations all members Royal Regiment,
especially as regards 5th Battalion.—Spens, Chief Justice of India ” (who, said Sir George, was
once captain and adjutant of the 1st/5th Battalion).

The Mayor kicked off at a football match between the Regiment and H.M.S. Excellent on
the Sports Ground. A large crowd saw the Qucen’s victorious by six goals to two in an excellent
game.

Forty members of 2nd/4th Queen’s Old Comrades Association attended the ceremony and
had an excellent view of the procession from near the Guildhall.

IsT/5TH BATTALION

SUMMARY oF WAR SERVICES

Station, 3rd September, 1939, Guildford. To France, 31st March, 1940.
Battles and Actions.
Escaut Canal 16th/21st May, 1940 Strazeele 27th/28th May, 1940

Withdrawal from Dunkirk, 30th/31st May, 1940. Re-formed at Port Meadow Camp, Oxford, on
6th June, 1940.

To Middle East. Embarked at Clydeside, 24th May, 1942 ; disembarked Suez, 21st July, 1942.
Actions.
Munassib 30th September, 1942 Alamein 23rd October, 1942

Joined 7th Armoured Division (The Desert Rats) on 30th October, 1942, followed the chase with
minor skirmishes at Tobruk, Benghazi, El Agheila, Wadi Zem Zem, Tripoli, Zuara.

Actions.

Medenine 6th March, 1943 Tunis
Mareth 21st/27th March, 1943

Followed Wadi Akarit, Sfax, Enfidaville. Back to Homs for rest and refit.
To Italy. Landed at Salerno, “ D’’ Day plus 1, 16th September, 1943.
Battles and Actions.
Battipaglia 18th September, 1943
Rclieved our sister Battalion, the 2nd/5th Queen’s, 19th September, 1943.

Aversa ... October, 1943 Crossed the Volturno
Saint Maria La River 16th October,
Fossa ... 6th October, 1943 Mondragone 31st October,

6th May, 1943
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Withdrawn to Imperial Strategical Reserve. Rest on the Sorrento Peninsula and await ship for
England.

To England for re-grouping. Landed Greenock, Sth January, 1944. Proceeded to Hunstanton

(Norfolk).
Landed in Normany, “ D *’ Day plus 2 (8th June, 1944).

Actions and Battles with B.L.A.

Villers Bocage  13th June, 1944 Crossed River
Livry ... Seine
Beauvoire Far Crossed River

Ecovigny Somme 2nd September, 1944
Hamars 7th August, 1944 Crossed La Bassée

Livarot 20th August, 1944 Canal ... 4th September, 1944
Lisieux 22nd August, 1944 Ghent 6th September, 1944
Dornhock 22nd October, 1944
Followedllz));“l’)attle for Tilburg and the south bank of the Maas Wehr, Germany, 7th December
Battle of Roer Ahaus
" I'riangle” 13th/29th January, 1945 |
Crossed R. Rhine f REbiE

at Xanten 27th March, 1945
Crossed Dortmund—Ems Canal two miles south of Bremen, 9th April, 1945.
Fallingbostel ~ 16th April, 1945
Stalag 11B liberated by the Battalion, 19th April, 1945.
Closed upon Hamburg, River Elbe.

Situation when Armistice with Germany signed : Haslohn. Surrender delegation for city

of H rg thr g r lines t ril, 1945 e occupied Hamburg uno osed on
burg came through our lines, 29th April, 1945. W P g pposed
3rd l“.ay, and presged on toward Den rk til 6t M - 1 ; S

A '1(')4~q‘mg British Infantry unit in march through Berlin on Allied Victory Parade, 7th Septem-

31st August, 1944
1st August, 1944

31st March, 1945
4th April, 1945

List oF CoOMMANDING OFFICERS.

Lt.-Colonel G. V. Palmer (Queen’s) 3rd October, 1939—3rd Au
it 0 , — gust, 1941
ﬁi-gﬁi‘;?i L. C East. D.S.0. (Queen's) 4th August, 1941—11th March, 1943
Lt--Colonzl il Leslie 12th March, 1943—6th August, 1943
¥l hen b rington, D.S.0., O.B.E. 7th August, 1943—27th January, 1944
e Lé:ce s 1st February, 1944—10th March, 1944
L Cabaa BOX h(Quecn s) 11th March, 1944—4th July, 1944
Lt-Colonel 1% .Frs ;vorth, D.S.0. 5th  July, 1944—8th August, 1944
Major W, L. joh'nsoﬁeﬁ,'[’d‘ DS.0, = .. 26th August, 1944—11th June, 1945
Lt.-Colonel H. G. Drnrs: (Queen’s) 12th June, 1945—2nd August, 1945

- - Juncombe, D.S.0. (Queen’s) 3rd August, 1945—to date.

AWARDS FOR GALLANTRY.

2-8-0..°5 5 ML Gl R ST V1., 15 s B E. VT 1 2 Cric 88 Gulite, 5 i Avvleritnd

Silver Star, 1.
BERLIN, 1945.

quartered in a tiny town called Bad Segeberg, on the North
s from Lubeck. We had been there perhaps a week, settling

German plain, some thirty mile

l down for a long period of occu
) i ]

ad heen selected to provide the occupying troops for the British sector of Berlin,

It seemed fitting enough that the ™ D Z
b g he esert Rats ” should be chosen for the job, for they had
€en born fighting—back in the dark days of 1939—and had been fighting ever Jsince.orIt s?émzd

J UNE, 1945, found the Battalion

pation duties, when the news came through that the Division
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fitting, too, that the 1st/5th Queen’s should be with them in this crowning glory, for we had, after
all, slogged with the *“ Rats ’ from the bloody sands of El Alamein through Tunisia, Italy, France,
Belgium, Holland, and across Western Germany to the Danish frontier. Nevertheless, the news
was a surprise received with as much excitement as pride.

We had two days to prepare for the move. Never in the history of the Regiment has there
been such a frantic and enthusiastic wielding of paint-brushes and scrubbing of equipment.
Even the Quartermaster was infected with the general spirit, and issued new suits of battledress
with such careless abandon that we began to doubt his sanity.

On the appointed day, at the appointed time (incredible though that may seem to those ac-
quainted with the vagaries of military movement), we started on the three-hundred-mile road
journey. We paused a few days in Brunswick—impatient days those—while the last administrative
arrangements were being made, and finally found ourselves at the gates of the great capital. We
drove into the city on the afternoon of the 4th July, prepared for almost anything. What we in
fact found was a goggling civilian population lining the devastated streets, not hostile, inclined
even to be openly friendly ; and mingling among them many Russian soldiers, saluting, waving
and evidently more well disposed toward us than we had supposed they would be.

The Gross Halle barracks, Spandau, were destined to be our quarters for the next fouf
months, We grumbled a little at first, for previously we had been living in houses requisitione
from the Germans, complete with furniture. But we soon learnt better, for these were very
nearly the only large group of intact buildings in the whole of the British sector, and probably in the
whole of Berlin.

The devastation of the city was very considerable. There was scarcely a building with it8
roof intact. Rubble still lay in the side streets, and in the early summer sun the sweet stench of
decaying human flesh rose from the gaunt skeletons of the houses. The trees in the Tiergarted
had been bared of all green by the shells the Russians had poured on to it. The Reichstag stood
grey and forebidding, a red flag flying from the torn roof ; while in the shadow of its scarred walls
the infamous black market flourished.

The people of Berlin seemed dazed. They had two aims in their lives—to get enough food
to keep themselves alive, and to get in enough fuel to keep them alive during the winter.

The housing problem was desperate. Overcrowding was so serious that vast cpidemics wer€
feared. The water was polluted with waste from the smashed sewers, and all troops were forbidden
to drink it. Gas was on for a few hours on Sunday only. Electricity was rationed to 500 watts
per house per day. There was no postal system in operation. There were queues for everything:
People brought their own stools, and appeared to wait from early morning to late at night outside

the same shop, for the shops only opened when there was food to sell. We even watched a largé)

queue wait for two hours to buy a newspaper !

We would sometimes try to get the people’s views on the war and the general situation, with
little result. No one would admit to any connection with the Nazi party, nor admit that they ha
wished for, or participated in, the war. Nor would anyone make any comment on their defeat:
“ Germany is ‘ kaputt’” (finished) was all one could get out of them. Well, certainly Berlif
seemed to be ““ kaputt.” How we wished we could show some of the women at home this city of
the dead and despairing ! Those who cried *“ Revenge "’ should find revenge enough in the spec
tacle of well-dressed, apparently respectable people hovering round a group of soldiers in ordef
to pick up the cigarctte ends as they were thrown away into the gutter.

We had hoped to learn something of the Red Army and the Russian people while in Berlif

”»

but were to a large extent disappointed in this. Of course, one saw Russians walking about. 'Th¢:

hospitality of our N.A.A.F.I. clubs was extended to them, and at the * Winston” it was not
unusual to see them sitting at a table, eating and drinking with our own troops. But the languag®
difficulty was tremendous. Some of them were able to speak a little German, but up to then we had
found neither the time nor the inclination to learn the language. The Tommy, as most of us know
can usually converse with a foreigner without knowing a word of the other’s language, but th®
language of signs does not take one very far into the deep character of the Russian. Russia and the
Russians remain a closed book to us unless we care to base opinion on pure surmise.

Once settled down to life in Berlin, it was not unpleasant. We set to work on our barracks:
and in time reduced the sandy waste of the immediate surround to the careful order of garden®
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The central heating system, suffering some damage and general neglect, was repaired in readiness
for the harsh winter. The place began to take on an almost homely atmosphere.

One must allow the Germans credit for being able to build fine barracks. The materials
and workmanship may not always have been of the finest quality, but in general conception and
design they were well advanced. Grosse Halle was actually designed as a rest or nursing home for
workers of the Todt organization, and was therefore even better than the standard barracks which
are evident everywhere in Germany. In each group of three large two-storeyed buildings (such a
group housced some hundred and fifty men comfortably) there was a well-cquipped and spacious
cookhouse with steam and electric cooking appliances of the latest type, a large dining-hall, and
a room evidently designed as a cinema. Each individual building had in the basement its’ own
toilet accommodation, a room for washing clothes, a drying room, and a shower bath large enough
to accommodate twenty men at a time. The barrack rooms were large, but partitioned off to allow
the maximum amount of privacy. Such conditions could hardly be described as ‘“ rough.”

Quite a large proportion of our time was spent on the concrete Drill Square, getting the
‘“ Edges knocked off ”’ again, and in keeping our eyes in on the improvised rifle range,. The after-
noons were devqted almost exclusively to sport—cricket, football, hockey, basketball, athletics
swimming, tennis—everyone played something. ) :

In Berlin there was no problem of evening entertainment. A three-tonner bus service
was run to the city centre, some twenty minutes’ drive, and on most evenings there was a mass
exodus from the camp. The Welfare Services had set up no less than eight other ranks’ clubs
and two oﬂicct.'s’ clubs. There were three E.N.S.A. cinemas, and an E.N.S.A. theatre. In addition.
we were permitted to attend the civilian shows, although these were few since there were not many
suitable buildings left standing. y

But perhaps the greatest feature of the entertainment programme was the series of Sunday
afternoon concerts given by the Berlin Philharmonic Orchestra and the German State Opera
and Ballet. One wondered how Leo Borchard could conduct so vigorously, how Liselotte Koster
and Jockel Stahl could dance with such precision and verve, on their 1,500 calories per day. But
the fact remains that their performances would have drawn generous applause from the.most
critical of London audiences.

To supplement the entertainment diet it was possible to spend an evening in a German beer
cellar—selected cafés had been placed in bounds since fraternization had become legalized by Army
order. However, the beer was poor stuff, and any other form of refreshment a prohibitive price
in spite of our favourable rate of exchange (40 marks to the pound sterling). And so, save for the
sake of curiosity, few ventured forth to such places.

Generally speaking, our attitude in dealing with the civilian population was one of firm
tolerance. After our interest in the Berliner’s outlook on life had been satisfied by the discovery
that he was too dazed to have much opinion on any subject, fraternization became a sport for the
unscrupulous and we had little to do with the people.

However, the Germans, although they traditionally feared the strong arm of any uniformed
authority, were willing to try anything once. The Intelligence Office, where the greying 1.0
reigned as  Commandant ” for the purpose of civilian enquiries, was besieged night and da
by Huns requesting travel permits, petrol, motor tyres, jobs in the camp, food, and even drinky
We were not slow in pointing out to them that the British Army was not a benevolent institutior;
run for their exclusive benefit!

It is curious that such incidents, although commonplace, did not arise from any desire to
annoy or to interfere with the British administration. Rather were they evidence of that dazed
condition which is the first sign of starvation, and of the degradation of a once proud people who
were prepared to stoop so low as to beg from their conquerors.

As time went by the condition of the Berliners gradually improved. It became possible to issue
them with just enough rations to sustain life—a little over half the standard British civilian ration—
but it will be a long, long time before Berlin again rises to be a proud city.

The climax of our stay was the Victory Parade before Mr. Churchill. For us it was in fact
the climax of the whole war. That short march past up the Charlottenburger Chaussé:: beforé
the man who had led the whole nation to victory epitomized within us the memories of that long
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and bitter struggle. It represented the moment of the miracle accomplished. Here was the fruition
of the sweat, blood, toil and tears of the incomparable faith of a united nation.

The Tiergarten reverberated to the rousing strains of ¢ Braganza.” On the crowded, flag-
bedecked saluting base stood the Prime Minister, Field-Marshal Montgomery at his right hand,
saluting as each company passed by in their deep, steady ranks and in perfect unison, their bayonets
glinting and the colours proudly flying in the morning’s summer sun.

When the last infantry unit had passed, and the tanks and guns had rumbled serenely by in
their mass formation, Churchill is stated to have said : ‘“ This is the day of which I have dreamed
these last six years. Now I can die a happy man.”

And so we felt that our task, too, was done. We could leave Berlin without regret for the quiet
retirement of winter occupation duties in the Ruhr, but with the knowledge that we had written
the last line of yet another page of that history always called to mind in ‘‘ Pristinz virtutis memor.”’

* * * »* *

Extract from a Letter from the Brigadier Commanding 138th (Queen’s) Infantry Brigade addressed
to Lieut.-General Ivor Hughes. Written in Italy and dated November, 1943,

‘“ As you probably know, we are now in Italy. We are having a much easier time as the troops
and their officers are now very well experienced and do quite fantastic jobs with extraordinarily
few casualties. The three Battalion Commanders are remarkably good. Of course, the Brigade
looks upon itself as the élite infantry of the Army. Their morale is amazing and their saluting
in the middle of battle, a sight to be seen—not, of course, calling parties to attention, but indi-
viduals salute from pride and with beaming smiles on their faces. Their tasks have been by no
means easy and we have had two days off in thirty . . . You have no idea what marvellous material
it is. .. Therc have been moments when sister battalions* have made physical contact covering
the whole battle front—a good thought and one which should be recorded in the Regimental
History in due course.”

Note—'T'he 138th Infantry Brigade is composed of :

1st/5th Battalion Queen’s—C.O. (July, 1943). Lt.-Colonel Leslie, Cameron Highlanders.
1st/6th Battalion Queen's—C.O. (July, 1943). Lt.-Colonel Thickness, R. Ulster Rifles.
1st/7th Battalion Queen’s—C.O. (July, 1943). Lt.-Colonel Gordon, Green Howards.

Extract from a letter from a Corps Commander, 8th Army, Tunisia, addressed to Lieut.-General
1. T. P. Hughes, Commanding — Corps, 8th Army, March, 1943.

“ You will be delighted to hear that your old Queen’s Brigadet has done magnificently.

The Brigade led the whole advance from Tripoli up to the Mareth Line and had many en-
counters with German rear-guards.

A few days ago Rommel lashed out at the 8th Army and the brunt of his attack fell upon the
Queen’s Brigade.

The three Queen’s Battalions, particularly the 7th, without any wire or mines, ‘saw off’ the
attack of two Panzer Divisions. On the front of the 7th Queen’s there were 27 ¢ dead ’ German
tanks . . . Everybody agrees that it was a most magnificent performance.”

* Presumably refers to 2nd/5th, 2nd/6th, and 2nd/7th Battalions.

+ Note—The Queen’s Brigade referred to consists of the 1st/5th, 1st/6th and 1st/7th Battalions of
The Queen’s Royal Regiment. Up till and including the Battle of Alamein (October, 1942), the Brigade formed
part of the Division under the command of General Hughes. It was subsequently converted to a motorized
brigade and transferred to another Corps.
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GENERAL MONTGOMERY, C.-in-C. BRITISH WESTERN EXPEDITIONARY FORCE,
INSPECTING 1st/7th BATTALION ON 17th FEBRUARY, 1944.

SERGT. ANDREWS, D.C.M., AND HIS ANTI-TANK GUN TEAM, Ist/7th BATTALION.

Employees of U.K. Inspection Board of Canada presented a brass plate to this gun in com-
memoration of the fact that it was the gun which had destroyed most enemy tanks in the
North African Campaign.

RULES OF THE OFFICERS’ CLUB

THE QUEEN’S ROYAL REGIMENT
(Adopted at a meeting of the Officers’ Regimental Dinner Club, held on 22nd October, 1945 )

1. The Club shall be called the *“ Officers’ Club, The Queen’s Royal Regiment.”

2. The objects of the Club are :—
B T ol e o€ st o e picrm ks e
o e e .ttt Bl
_ Museum, adding to 1t a? oppor}tll‘lnlityhOHSrsl' y ma’mtammg a Regimental
(@ To ma, gl fnd o i the Colon of e Reiment e et charge

. from any other source.
. Membership of the Club shall be open, without election, to all off i
SN SN S ) cers holding. or w
have held‘, Regular, Reserve, Territorial Service Commissions, 1914-1918 War or Wnar"I::-r,T-1 Purra P.\ ho
t;ll.mmxssnons in the Regiment. Officers of other Corps or Regiments who have served with ﬁ;iy
10ns of the Regiment on service may be oﬂ”ereq membership by resolution of the Committae.
rcers who are not qualified for full memb_e!rshlp under the above conditions may be elected
Oono M - B 3 -
membr:rrs}t Members by the Committee provided that they are proposed and seconded by full
4. The affairs of the Club shall be managed by a Committee com
_ ; L posed of the C
Lhe Regiment as Chairman, a Deputy Chairman and Honorary Secretary, both to bz nr?rlw?ir:.e,,lt Odf
Y the Colonel of the Regiment, one member nominated by each Regular, Territorial an_d_-wt- r
€Ivice Battalion and the Depot, two Regqlar retired Officers and one retired Territorial Off a
t0 be nominated by the Colonel of the Regiment. cer
. 5. The Annual General Meeting of the Club shall be held on the same day as the A
?f”mw' At this meeting the accounts of the Club, duly audited, shall be Presente:iiyt;e ;)x]‘tc;fz.r:]r;:lm!
ethe Club activities for the ensuing twelve months shall be drawn up and the ’Committee shI:IT
Nominated.
di 6. The Committee shall meet twice annually and at such other times as the Chairman shall
: Irect, Five shall form a quorl}m. Any two Imembers of the Committee may request theué‘}:m;“ 'an
a(t) Convene a meeting to ccons1d§r anyfparttﬁcular matter which has arisen, The Committee r;z;;
any ¢ i -Committees for the ma ek L
Purp()),s:-l_me appoint Sub-Co nagement of the Club activities or for any other
7. The Annual Subscription to the Club shall be one pound (£1) bl e Fara it
[‘apker’s Order) on_1st January cach year. The following amounts will tlr;t’j-v:lIo‘;a(tze‘zil ?rl g, by
Me€mber’s subscription to the various funds :— om each
Annual Dinner, 5/-; Annual Reumon., 2/6 ; Journal, 5/-; Museum, 5/-; G.P. Fund. 2/6
8. Members of the Club shall be entitled to the following privileges :— ' LT
(a) To attend the Annual Club Dinner. ’
(b) 'To attend, and bring guests to, the Annual Afternoon Reunion at the I
(c) To be supplied with a copy of each number of the Regimental Journal,
(d) To see the Regémenza; Mgsfl;l)m at any time. ’
Note.—Members attending (a) an will be required to pay the cost of ti
the Committee. SN 4 ickets as fixed by
. 9. Any member whose subscription is six months in arrear may be d . o
his privilegas as a member un tl such time as the arrears are paid Oﬂ.ay e debarred from exercising

10. The Hon. Secretary shall be responsible for maintaining a register of memher ind thej
. ers eir

deresseS, for the collection of subscriptions, for making all payments in connection wit}
lub’s activities, for keeping the accounts and presenting them, duly audited. ar the\\xgngﬁ
?

Gencral Meeting.
= 17




18 Ist/6tH BATTALION

11. No alteration shall be made to these rules except at the Annual General Meeting of
at a General Meeting specially convened for the purpose. Notices of such alterations, duly
proposed and seconded, shall be circulated to all members at least seven days before the date
of such meeting.

IsT/6TH BATTALION

SuMMARY OF WAR SERVICE
Station, 3rd September, 1939—Bermondsey. To France, April, 1940,

Battles and Actions.
Escaut Canal, May, 1940. Dunkirk, May, 1940.

Re-formed at Oxford, June, 1940. To Middle East, 25th May, 1942.

Battles and Actions.
Munassib Depression September, 1942 Tripoli
Alamein October, 1942 Zuara
El Ageila December, 1942
Tarhuna and Castel

Benito January, 1943

January,
February,
Medenine March,
Mareth March,
Djebibina April,
Tunis May,

To Italy, September, 1943.

Salerno September, 1943 San Andrea
Scafati Mondragone

To England for Training, January, 1944.

Landed in Normandy ¢ D " Day plus 2 (8th June, 1944).

Briquessard June, 1944 Ghent
Caen Sector July, 1944 Albert Canal September,
Aunay Sur Odon August, 1944 Dinther October,
Le Plessis Grimault August, 1944 S. Hertogenbosch October,
Livarot August, 1944 Thorne November,
Lisieux August, 1944 Wessem November,
River Seine and
Somme August, 1944

Returned to England 16th December, 1944.

List oF COMMANDING OFFICERS.

September, 1939 to November, 1939,
. P. Hughes, C.B,, D.S.0., M.C. November, 1939 to October, 1940.
Pickering T October, 1940 to January, 1942.
Willis ... January, 1942 to February, 1942.

. Gibbs, D.S.0. .. February, 1942 to October, 1942.
October, 1942 to December, 1942.
December, 1942 to February, 1943.
February, 1943 to July, 1943.

July, 1943 to June, 1944.
June, 1944 to December, 1945.
December, 1945.

AWARDS FOR GALLANTRY.
D.S.0.,5; Bar,1; M.C,,11; D.C.M,, 1; M.M,, 11; B.EM,, 1.

October,
November,

September,

. R. Darnell, T.D.

=

A
Sewell, M.B.E.

A. Kaulbach
Thicknesse ...
orrester, D.S.0., M.C.

. H. Mason, D.S.O.

. V. Close, D.S.0.

TREYZ R

T
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L
P
!
N
M. F
H
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SHORT HISTORY OF THE BATTALION DURING WORLD WAR, 1939-1945

HEN war broke out, the Battalion mobilized at its Headquarters in Jamaica Road. Ber-

erondsey, and very shortly moved down to Yeovil, Somerset, for training and prepara-
tion for going overseas to France.

On 2nd April, 1940, the Battalion landed in France and move
Mazieres near Le Mans. It then moved forward to Oissy and from
In threc days to Steenwerck. When the invasion of the Low Countr
the Battalion took up defensive positions on the Escaut Canal, hol
44th Division. They held off the German attack for about two da
casualties, until ordered to withdraw to Strazeele, where they agaj i iti
They stayed here for about two days until ordered to withdrg’w ggz?nt(:ngt%l?iilf{egrS:c‘; igg:t[i(;?;'

which they did on 30th May, 1940, a Iz i :
_”:{;r ”h”_n y dic y » a large proportion of them being taken aboard H.M. Destrover

The Commanding Officer, Lieut.-Colonel (now Lj
! ) . leut.-General) I, T, P,
the D.S.0O. ; 2/Lieut. J. Cox (Carrier Officer), Capt. A. R. Treno;: (* 5
Worke were awarded the M.C.; and Sergt. Horwood of “ R » C s
for estaping :ivnthapt. A. R. Trench after havine hee
commissioned and it was announced i t ]
e il B ced in 1944 that he
After re-forming at Oxford in Tune, 1940 i
June, , the Battal i i
thﬁ coast of England,' and after a short stay at Pantef; ‘h-:‘l:ar; ﬁg::g ttg goosfgnéals?;?,cdefendmg
Wwhere it was alternatively on coastal defence and mohil. reserve to counteract any possibleorg;lg;xfr;

ncy Marshes, Faversham, Ramsgate, Dover,
OblllZed ;{u;{i

d to a concentration area at
Fhere made a 75-mile march
les took place in May, 1940,
ding part of the front of the
ys, although suffering heavy

L T, ighes was awarded

B " Company) and 2/Lieut.
Company was awarded the D.C.M.
n taken prisoner. Sergt. Horwood later was
had won the V.C. in Burma, but had been

4 n for service overseas.
’ , : of Licut.-Colonel D. L. A. Gibl

zflt Glasgow on H.-M.T. Strathallan (sunk later in the year off the north coast of Afric:)’ :rrllzlbar'l;eg

or an unknown de§tmatlon. The convoy called in at Frectown and Cape T . h e

news had becn received of the fall of Tobruk and i k-

it Was not s 1q1 . .
was the Western Desert. The Battalion landed at ot sueprising thit our findl destination

. Port Tewfik i : e
at Khatatba for acclimatization, After a few weeks’ stay there in July, 1942, and went to a camp

_i'_“-“'lhull in a minefield “ box ” at Alam Barrani, from which the
VIEW ol _[l'-’-' repulse of Rommel’s attack at the end of Aupust
into action. P

In Septembe r, 1942, the Battalion had its first taste .. 5
zey hke' Together With the 1st/7th Q'lt't'H’S. an attack O\ftWhl?:tlnll)tosillt:loLnﬁ\ltx?rf!affte lf:]ilfl}llef('jeserr
(:‘\E;.iilihnlu-\]:_lil*_f ‘”‘l'l_-.:\I1li[Jc_i.'w:t'-l]\..]I]Il_'}lll'p:aﬁ'i'.I[]. which was considered an illl}‘flr'l.;rat $actical [l-‘iur“-.__["']ll‘lll;-
i,”;[-n‘u‘.Il.,‘{-.hlh:;; \I\]i.]'!‘..;lt;]“: ;;I.I._H :Iu:}n. ;;n.sl was pre ._-t-(h.,_.[ by a heavy artillery concentration and a
f e o .”‘r ‘l‘t1 .:...1.t.|] r-..m advanced., The ”]‘_li"'{.!\'t' was reached and the ground was held
C.S.M. “i!r;nlla.r\i }.1- | i,\.‘.r\(.h .u? ai.u-llmu and mortaring which caused considerable casualties.
e L -( -ompany (who died of wounds) and L./Cpl. R. Cole, stretcher-
Battalion was then r(-lievcdo:;l%an.y.?‘ Iwere b?th awarded the M.M. for their gallantry there. The
o Bl » aiter one further spell in the line, prepared itself for the Battle

The 131st Infantry Brigade's t

: _ ask was to help to gap tw inefield
e i fantr gade’s : 0 gap two enemy minefields on the southern
breakmtlf]v i thhe Ilsne: just north of the prominent Himeimat feature, and thus allow our tanks to
: through. During the night of 23rd October, and the on
lo.rrl?e(}l) u]; reaay to go into action, but was not called
with the Ist Battalion the Rifle Brigade a : ' i

nd armour of the 7th Armoured Divisior

through the first minefield and were established in between the two minefields. R d

In the afternoon of 24th Octeber, the Battalion received orders to make a night attack

with 1st/5th Queen’s to reach the far sid ft i
e GEI A o ol Banks theotl side of the second minefield and allow the R.E. to gap the

The attack went in before midnight behind a very heavy barrage
objective, driving out elzments of the Italian Iole '

the Battalion moved to a defensive
y were able to get a fine grandstand
1942, without actually being called

lilt_\' of the 24th, the |:;i1l.l_|'i-||1 was
upon. In the meantime the 1st/7th Queen’s

and the Battalion reached
ym their positions and taking

their A :
olgore Division fr
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prisoners, not without having suffered themselves from casualties caused not only by enemy
shelling and small arms fire, but also by anti-personnel mines strewn liberally in the minefield
through which they passed.

The Sappers successfully gapped the minefield, but so heavy was the anti-tank fire brought
to bear on these gaps, in spite of the darkness, that the tanks were unable to get through. When
dawn came, the Battalion was out in the * blue " with no supporting weapons at all and little or
no cover, so rocky and bare was the ground. All through that day the enemy shelling and mortar-
ing was intense, and had their armour attacked, they could not have failed to annihilate the Bat-
talion. As it was, very heavy casualties were incurred, and the C.O. and Adjutant, together with
their Battalion Headquarters and ‘‘ D ”” Company were taken prisoner. At last light the remains
of the Battalion withdrew just in time to avoid complete destruction by a large enemy counter-
attacking force which was even then advancing. Of the four Rifle Companies and Battalion
Headquarters that went in to the attack, only four Officers and eighty other ranks came out.
Major Wilson, ‘“ A” Company, was awarded the D.S.0., the I.O., 2/Lieut. R. G. Pearce, the
M.C., and M.M.s were won by Cpl. Hewson, *“ B”” Company, and Pte. Cook, stretcher bearer
attached “ D ” Company.

Reinforcements were quickly received, but a few days later, it was heard that the 44th Di-
vision had been broken up and the 131st Brigade had been attached to the 7th Armoured Division
as a Lorried Infantry Brigade. In early November, the necessary transport was received, and that
evening, the Battalion moved up along congested tracks towards the front. The break-through
occurred a day or two after this and the 22nd Armoured Brigade was in the van of the chase, nobly
and often vainly pursued by 131st Brigade, in their new role, as happened particularly in the early
days when they were very inexperienced in desert navigation.

The Brigade was not called upon to deploy fully until it reached Tobruk, which it entered
on 14th November, the enemy having left the previous night. The Battalion stayed there for
some days, partly to assist in getting the port working by unloading ships, but mainly through
administrative reasons.

In early December, the Battalion moved forward to Benghazi and continued their temporary
task of stevedores there until they were needed for other purposes.

On 12th December, the advance restarted and the 131st Infantry Brigade was once again
with the 7th Armoured Division. On 15th December, the Battalion attacked by night positions
which the enemy held west of El Agheila and from which they had held up the Armoured Brigade.
The attack went well, but the encmy were heard withdrawing and they just got clear before the
objective was reached.

The Battalion spent Christmas in a position just west of Marble Arch, and in spite of the short-
ness of supplies, a good effort was made to provide a good dinner for all ranks. The following day
a move was made to Wadi Tamet facing a defensive line which the enemy held from Buerat to
the south covering Tripoli. There the Battalion stayed until the necessary supplies had been
brought forward to make the attack to capture Tripoli feasible.

On 14th January, 1943, the attack began against the enemy positions covering the Wadi
Zem Zern, the Battalion having the task of covering the northern flank of the Armoured Brigade
as they thrust through the enemy positions. After a battle lasting all day, the enemy withdrew
during the night and was pursued through Beni Ulid to Tarhuna, where he made a stand at the
end of Tarhuna Pass covering the entrance into the Tripoli plain. As the Armoured Brigade
could not get forward, the Battalion put in a night attack involving an approach march ovef
mountainous country of some ten miles, only to find that the enemy withdrew once again just as
the Battalion reached their objective. By first light, the Armoured Brigade had passed throughy
only to be held up by an anti-tank ditch and enclosed country at Castel Benito ; once again the
Battalion was sent for and, arriving at their concentration area at last light, immediately put in
another night attack, this time with their objective five miles away. Once again the enemy were
heard withdrawing just as the Battalion reached the village, but this time a small skirmish took
place between the enemy rear party and the battle patrol which was leading the Battalion. AS
soon as the town was reported clear, the 11th Hussars went through the Battalion and on int0
Tripoli, which they entered just before first light.
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& Owing to administrative difficulties, the Queen’s Brigade alone was sent forward to push
€ enemy back to the borders of Tunisia, and this they did almost entirely on foot, fighting their
Wway forward and capturing in turn Zavia, Sabraiha, Zuara, and Pisida, where they, were held u
Y the salt marshes there. After a short dclay to enable the armour to rejoin the infantry, the saI}:
Marshes were crossed near El Assa and the encmy strongpoints at Ben Gardane, Metameur and
Medenine were quickly captured. j

By this time the 8th Army was up against the outskirts of the Mareth Line, so no further
attempts were made to do anything except consolidate the positions won and await reinforce-
ments.

~ The high ground overlooking Medenine, known as the Tadjeras, was a great tactical gai
which the enemy had been surprised into losing, and it was essential for us to hold before (b
tack on the Marcth Line could take place. It was no surprise that the enemy put in a det ot at(i
attack on 6th March with no less than thrce Panzer Divisions, the 10th, 15th and 21st 7] g
The first attack came in just after first Iy : .
Guards Brigade to the south, who knocked o
Battalion front, and in spite of heavy defens
aged to get a few tanks in between the
were halted and made to withdraw,

ght and was mainly concentrated against the 201st
ut twelve tanks. This diverted the attack on to the
ive artillery fire he pressed home his attack and man-
Battalion and 2nd Scots Guards on their left, but these

L 1 orning at leas
1st/6th!t;r:du; qtrl/l;:t:]n‘ ;m_:a_‘l.u.bl. ast one hundred enemy tanks attacked the Queen’s front, held by
Bt I an}ill en’s but they were held and driven off by heavy artillery fire and accurate
The e nct }'1‘ : op.-yhsucceeded In over-running one platoon position on the Battalion front
SR Wh gain in the afternoon with tanks and infantry but this was again broken up b :
sy ire. L n nightfall came, the line was unbroken ; during the night further heav f:)ony
& fg mr;s}r; artillery were brought down in front of our positions and when morning che i;
' lefltmfro;,tyatﬁt‘fw.l‘ i;;:;!]:;c};a(;iultllt”“i(lt off aﬁd Il;ac_l wéth%rawn into the hills to his previous positions
-fivy d- anks on the Brigade front, of which th jori i .
oF RN o SSECOY » of which the majority were in front
: attle of Medenine only lasted t i
wenty-f
enemy dear and made the Battle of Mareth possible. t A R el
Before the Battle of Mare i
Ny e pe te em-my(l) arcth started, the Battalion moved continuously from position to posi-

: line and had a very unpleasant and i i i
the day and moving most nights to fresh pzl)sitigns. g seiic b AL o

Afre e are
ter the Mareth Line had been breached, the Battalion advanced through the Wadi Akarit

past Gabes, Sfax and Sousse, and
In a night attack ta cg ' flan
a high feature knawn, a
Impossible to bring n
lamein and withdre
After movi ) ]
Divis, Na08 4t|ﬂgl:]'r.“;}rl‘erl-;nﬁqawlle front, as a great surprise, the whole of the 7th Armoured
30 A g gtae g f.-\_\.-‘l}”“-’{s-lor-l were suddenly switched to the 1st Army front on the night of
0tk Apil, 1945, ' ew n.;.\r".\ ¢re spent at Le Krib, and on 5th May the Divisions moved forward
objectives, the 22nd Armm o III{;I.attaCk began and after the 4th Indian Division had taken their
e had..r.e;;‘h.:r;g:de poured through followed by 131st Brigade. By the night
o oth che S Hnd fached y’_‘ Cyprlen' and the 1st/6th Queen’s were at Djebel Achon, a
north of St. Cyprien, whilst the moue pushed on down it T ke, whieh shey ot e
that evening,

#rmour pushed on down into Tunis, which they finally entered

finally took up positions at Djebibi i

i ] : jebibina. Here the Battalion put
:r.;‘_l P;-. ]H;mk of The 4th Indian Division, who were in their turn attack?ng
8 Djebel Garci. "T'he attack was only partially successful and, as it was found

P supporting weapons, the Battalion i i i
profited by its previous experie
W t0 a more favourable position. f ¥ e aad

Although there were
LRt %ueen’s had n‘;fgﬁtrmﬁ days bv.‘u:_-v it could be said that the war in Africa was over.
4 er task to perform, and after a short stay near Tunis moved 1\\"

their transpor | !
L 4llspOort, over a pen
3 period of four days, to an arca on the coast of the Mediterranean near

I« 3 . y
'ms, where they stayed for many months

I'he next few months were spent refitting

attent:- 2 o and training fi s inv: ATty : .
“nton was paid to perfecting battle drj ing for the invasion of Italy, in which special

lls and co-operation with tanks,
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ITALY

The Battalion took no part in the Sicily campaign, but at the end of August moved to an
area just outside Tripoli preparatory to the invasion of Italy. Whereas the Rifle Companies were
not scheduled to arrive until ten to twelve days after the first invasion troops at Salerno, the ad-
ministrative part of the Battalion were landed some days before, and so critical was the general
situation at that time that they were mobilized as fighting troops and given positions to defend.
Then the Rifle Companies landed about 18th September, just when the worst of the crisis
was over, and were called upon to do very little except hold positions on the perimeter.

After the 46th and 56th Infantry Divisions had fully cleared Salerno and the high ground
to the north as far as the pass overlooking the Naples plain, which took several days, the Queen’s
Brigade were passed through to exploit. After passing through Nocera and experiencing for the
first time the enthusiasm of the local population, the leading company came to the town of Scafati,
where they were held up by an anti-tank gun and infantry covering the bridge over the river,
which it was vitally important to capture intact. The leading company quickly discovered a small
wooden bridge a little farther upstream, crossed the river and came upon the German rear party
from behind, killing or capturing the lot. The charges were removed from the bridge and two
further companies and a troop of tanks moved across and took up positions to cover it. Further
progress was impossible owing to a German counter-attack both with infantry and tanks from
the north and the west, which was beaten off by nightfall. A very anxious night was spent, not
made any more pleasant by continuous thunder and lightning. When morning came an early
recce. revealed that the Germans had abandoned hope of recapturing the bridge and had with-
drawn. Major W. L. Johnson, ‘“ A” Company, was awarded the M.C. and Sergt. Coles, *“B”
Company the M.M. for this action. Early that morning, armour passed through to the west to
capture Naples whilst 131st Brigade was directed north to the east of Vesuvius. By that evening
the Battalion had reached Passanti, by the next day they had advanced to Tzecijno in the face of
heavy shelling and mortaring from the enemy rear party, and by the following evening had cap-
tured Somma Vesuviana, where they formed a base whilst the armour passed through into the
more open country beyond.

The remainder of the advance up to the River Volturno was achieved mainly by the Armoured
Brigade, with the Infantry Brigade lending them support when necessary.

Then came a lull whilst preparations were made for the crossing of the river, which was a
very considerable obstacle. The crossing on the Divisional Front, which was considered a sub-
sidiary one, was carried out by 1st/5th Queen’s and 1st/7th Queen’s, and after they had gained a
very limited bridgehead around Brezza, 1st/6th Queen’s were passed through them north-west
towards San Andrea. Progress was very difficult owing to the open nature of the ground, but the
enemy was slowly pushed back by the aggressive patrols sent out by the Battalion. Capt. P. Kime
was awarded an M.C. for his leading of the Battle Patrol in these patrols. Finally entry was made
into San Andrea and the Battalion took up positions there in a completely isolated salient. In
spite of heavy shelling and one raid by a large German patrol, the Battalion held on to the positions
until relieved.

This time they were drawn right out of the line for a rest. "This was rudely shaken two days
later when the Battalion was again ordered to move up to the line, this time on the coastal sector.
After an all-night drive, they were in position just after first light and the advance started soon
after. The enemy were driven out of Mondragone, and the foot of the hills to the north of it was
reached by nightfall. The following day the Battalion scaled the heights of Mt. Massico and Mt.
Cicola and pushed the enemy back into the Garigliano plain. The Battalion was relieved and with-
drew to a concentration area at Mondragone. It was here on 5th November, 1943, that the Bat-
talion was given two items of good news; first, that the Commanding Officer Lieut.-Colonel
M. Forrester, had been awarded the D.S.O.; and, secondly, that the Division was returning to
England.

The Battalion in due course withdrew to a rest area at Vico Equense on the Sorrento Penin-
sula until they embarked at Naples on the Dutch boat Boissevain just before Christmas. The jour-
ney was uneventful, and the Battalion landed at Glasgow just after New Year, 1944.

Thus ended a short but completely successful campaign in Italy.
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ENGLAND

The Battalion’s new station was to be King’s Lynn, in Norfolk, and after disembarkation
leave it settled down to refit and train for the coming invasion of Europe, which was, of course. the
reason for it being brought back to England. .

Early in May, 1944, the Battalion moved to a concentration area in Brentwood, Es
they stayed in a Staging Camp and vehicles were waterproofed. There they stayed l,mtilS (:4)?}1“]’2:31?
when they embarked at Tilbury and after a short wait off Southend, sailed through the Straité

of Dover and then over to Normandy, where the Battalion disembarked on 8th and 9th June and
concentrated north of Bayeux. ol

FRANCE

A couple of days were given for getting fu i
o -2 alzmon noryth i Ti%ly i Segu_l“es-g lly prepared, and on 12th June the Battalion first
Before nightfall word came that 11th Hussars had foun
farther to the west, and 131st Brigade was therefore relieve
through that gap. i
g o i g ;
s los?ﬁ:}?g(l)rﬁil:}\'l‘.! .““d _\zm.-lln:li Brigade (4th C.L.Y.) reached Villers Bocage, with 1st/5th
: ) s close I»ehmq, when they came upon a complete Panzer Division movi
to the line and the Armoured Regiment suffered severe losses, making it necessary to w itluh'-ul\fltg‘ s
this salient. On the night of 14th June they withdrew through 1st/fith l:[u-l-{.'; A5 Tedh TI”m
established at a village called Briquessard, an important |'u‘1r1h function. i Gl
very exposed salient, being exposed on the east, south and \‘n'a‘-} o hie
line of communication back to the north. In ad : %
and glk};nerican armies. An attack was therefore
1CT¢ was

d a soft spot in the enemy defences
d that night to support the armour

I'he Battalion was in a
and having only a very tenuous

dition, this was the junction between the British
ck expected.
et : ““1]"\- I\.]tll'r}'] -.u!nl'n_\' by the enemy on the 15th, but the first attack, supported by
anks, came n at frst hght on 16th. Each company front was tes i ' i -
g : | C any f as tested in turn, but held firm, and
lllllelil_ttacl;)petered out by early '.It[l.']']l.uun_ _l h‘(' rest of the day was quict except for mortaring 'u::l
she IXg, ut several enemy patrols tried to infiltrate during the night without success it
e .n.(,:ve? more determ_m:_-.l attack was put in by the enemy on the afternoon of the 17th and
e tmnk( li‘:_'l ed in penetrating the Battalion lines, but any further progress was held up by M.M.G
H L & . e a ’ r lae : 11 | C 0 = 'z vk
o wa‘s” "Iif .. and finally by last hight, all positions had been retaken and the enemy beaten back
Do lt.;llnl:llt'kl that two. Hau?hons of enemy attacked and their casualties were very heavy.
Woodgto tE::—lgo};tt}:hi B?ff;illtl;]l withdrew according to plan to a less exposed position in Briquessarci
. having ac wh : i i
O Nl 1\;/_[ achieved what they were ordered to do. For this action the Commanding
X5 i olone . Forrester, was awarded a bar to his D.S.0O.
Retms Subiec\t:;l 1::1:\1{}:;: Jtll_\-}, 1944, the Battalign held the forward edge of Briquessard Wood,
COnSTAT S fefigt l.-lm‘ s nel]_mg and mortaring, vyhlch caused many casualties, carrying out
OffdeL. severelgv w(;. .n?vr:ng Irn|m-nt small skirmishes with the enemy. The Commanding
h Pektox . ; Y
of the Battaligy 1 takerrl; ed i) a s !|ell .andlng on his B.lttallop Headquarters, and the command
The"Batialtih oAt r”c‘)lvt:rh‘ )[‘hl‘r: Second-m-Command, Lieut.-Colonel J. H. Mason.
previonsly ORI Tulv-{fm;v;' ;t K Into reserve, for the first time since landing three weeks
Soliers. July ~attalion moved into the Caen area and was in action at Giberville,
The Battalion was then swite yack } i
abioakothrough) BAGER SoEd ack to the Caumont area, where it was hoped to achieve
night attack on 2nd/3rd Augoo iin gress had lu-vnl made, the Battalion was ordered to make a
towards Aunay Sur Odon, Phe m'r;h:(er to gain Point 188 and permit the armour to pass through
q c 1 1
tankt destroyed,  Diring thehreags Tx was successful, the enemy being driven off and an enemy
ETorosstronts ho Held bR O g;r:; Pl.f of the night, several enemy trucks trying to pass through
( ! alion were i i i
Wihen inowning cdme Hevpmidia i e ff\:éctn.l\i.rcipted and their occupants killed or captured.
from high arotnd HEAFyitL ) © forward companies were overlooked on both flanks
N y enemy. ‘There was very heavy shelling and i
N the early afternoon two attack ; The firss SRR g e

r S were put in by the The first

& enemy. The first was re

lanSkpartlal.ly successful, th_e whole of one company and gal-r of another b pulsed, but the second
8 and infantry, the anti-tan g

" : ! ; vemg overrun by enemy
EUns supporting the Battalion having been put out of action.

]lL'I_i }
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The leading companies withdrew to more favourable positions and, with the help of artillery
and a squadron of tanks, the enemy attack was halted. That night the Battalion withdrew.

After receiving reinforcements to cover the losses suffered on 3rd August, the Battalion moved
to Mount Pincon on 8th August and occupied the village of Le Plessis Grimault, which had just
been captured from the enemy, and helped to clear up pockets of them left behind. The following
day the Battalion was switched to a new axis, and after reaching its objective at La Fresnée, in
spite of heavy shelling, it was relieved that night and sent back for a rest ; the first non-operational
position since the Battalion landed.

On the 16th August, the Battalion was off again in support of the Armoured Brigade, having

been given the task of capturing Lisieux. In succession the Battalion captured Boissy, St. Mar- |

guerite des Loges and, after a hold=up for a day or two here, occupied Liverot on the 20th. Here
the Battalion was counter-attacked by enemy infantry, supported by tanks, but after losing a
little ground, the attack was beaten off. On 24th August, Lisieux was captured and it became
obvious that the enemy were retreating fast to the River Seine, leaving behind substantial rear-
guards. A steady advance continued clearing all pockets of resistance on the way, and on the 31st,
the Battalion crossed the Seine.

The Somme was crossed the following day and the speed of the advance was increased.
On 4th September each Rifle Company was put under command of an Armoured Regiment,
with the objective as Ghent in Belgium. Very swift progress was made, and after a short parley
with the Germans on the night of 5th/6th September, demanding their surrender, the city was
entered on the following morning, the Germans having withdrawn. By this time lines of com-
munication were very stretched and even cut by wandering parties of enemy, some of whom were
still very much on the offensive but the majority were looking for someone to whom to surrender.

On 9th September, an attack was made to cross the canal north of Ghent and clear the factory

area there. A small bridgehead was made over the canal, using a small railway bridge and in spite
of very heavy shelling by the enemy the whole area was cleared by midday the following day,
a large number of prisoners being taken.

After a short rest the Battalion then took part in the operation to try and link up with the
airborne troops dropped at Arnhem. The road between St. Oedemode and Veghel was cut by
the enemy and had to be reopened to allow supplies to get through. This was done. Thereafter
came a long and tedious spell of defensive warfare around Heeswijk and Dinther, involving con-
stant patrolling and offensive prodding of the enemy positions, lasting until 22nd October, when
an attack was made to drive the enemy from S. Hertogenbosch.

The Battalion advanced steadily, and by the 24th the objective had been achieved with very
little loss and a considerable number of prisoners taken.

The Commanding Officer was awarded the D.S.O. at this time.

This task finished, the Battalion was switched to join the Armoured Brigade in the clearing
of the remainder of the ground south of the Maas farther to the west, which task was slow but
thorough, and was completed as far as the Battalion was concerned by 8th November, when the
Battalion moved to new positions near Roermond. The Battalion took up positions near Thorn
and cleared the village of Wessem, which had been occupied by the enemy. The Battalion held
these positions and carried out constant patrolling until relieved on 29th November.

It was then that the Battalion was informed that it would be leaving the 7th Armoured Division
and that a nucleus of about a hundred Officers and N.C.Os. would return to England with 50th
(N) Division as a training cadre.

After moving to Ypres to join the new Division and posting away the majority of the Battalion
to other units, the remainder embarked in early December, and were stationed at Helmsley, York-
shire.

Here for three months, till March, the Battalion carried out the conversion of former R.A.
and R.A.5.C. personnel to infantry in a ten weeks’ course. After the European war was over,
the conversion courses ceased and the Battalion acted as a training Battalion, finding drafts for
overseas, until November, 1945, when orders were received for the Battalion to mobilize again
for service in the Middle East. Owing to the steady demobilization, the Battalion was almost
completely re-formed. Lieut.-Colonel T. V. Close, D.S.0., was appointed to command.

The Battalion embarked again on 23rd December, at Liverpool on H.M.T. Orion.

“COMRADES IN WAR—AND PEACE?”

Reprinted from The Army Quarterly, April, 1944.

By Major R. A. C. RADCLIFFE.

WAS serving in the Middle East—Mesopotamia as it was then called—when the last war

ended. The Battalion in which I was serving had been overseas for several years, and as the

casualties for the last two years had been comparatively slight, we were very much of a familv
party. Although of course, we—both officers and men—had discussed the end of the war, and
our return to Blighty and civvy street many thousands of times, most of us had, I am sure, failed
to appreciate in its full significance one of the inevitable factors of demobilization.

We, the officers, had not realized that when we said good-bye to one of our men, far more
likely than not it would be the last time that we should ever see him, and the men in their turn
had I am sure failed to grasp the finality of the farewell salute and handshake, and mutual good
wishes. Sometimes not even those. One would be away for the day on some duty, and on return
De told that Frivate X had been wired for suddenly and had gone. And it wae Private X whao had
saved one's life one day perhaps, or shared with one some particularly unpleasant adventure
It seemed impossible that it could happen just like that. That these men with whom one had
shared so much, and whom one loved so much.
|1I|-_ And VEL 580 It was and so 1t 15 like ly to be
be of any help to make it different. .

Of course, at the time, we did not realize that we were not going to meet again. I rzmember
that I took down a number of my men'’s addresses, and promised faithfully that I would come and
look them up in their home towns. But I only kept my promise in the ong instance of my faithful
batmlan, and then it took me a day’s travelling to achieve a not very satisfactorv to either side
meeting of two hours. The trouble in my case was that I lived in the south of England, and the
men, for the most part, in the industrial towns of Lancashire, and the East and West of Kipling
are scarcely farther apart from one another. I just never had the time—and possibly after mv
experience with my batman I had not the inclination either—to keep those other promises, |
expect things happened much the same way with the other officers in the Battalion.

Of course, | did meet a few of the men again at occasional battalion reunions or Old Com-

» . d
ra};les dinners, .!'nt only a very few, and more often than not the ones who came were not those
whom one particularly wanted to sec.

could suddenly vanish completely out of one's

again unless anything written in this article can

In any case, those reunj i i i
5 cunions, particularly after the industrial slum
than pleasure, I always felt. Fev By

Presumably unable to afford the

gave one far more pain
ver men came each year to them, of course the absentees were
expenses of the journey and the dinner, or had pawned their
$ 'c’if those Whg dicji come too often told their own tale. Was it
) ord, one wondered, to stand these men drinks, and talk of the
good old t‘g":gsv:\ilshher:hwe had re'a!!y shared difficulties and dangers together—and at the end of
n ong il ';1': got_)d luck, and leave them to thp hard anxieties and poverties of thejr

them some real help, to S;:m‘;“:h’y they were of better things. One wanted desperately to give
was one able to find any Dmm;"t-i-’-- one really did care,anq had not forgotten and only very rarcly

Well ! that was after (o -l:l“means of putting one’s wishes into practice.”

War,years witheiepan (ol :ast war, and we are all determm_ed that th_e mistakes of those post-
that this fime o0 s deriin & ;t 'O_Vmen.t]shall not be repeated again after this war. We all hope, too,
e o it tons will be realized, but whether they are or not, or whether they
y partially, the comradeship in thig yar between officers and men and the unit esprit de

corps must be made full use of in the nn : w n
. post-war years and not just thrown away and w. d like
last time. They. are too valuable for that, . asted li

Let no one imagine that the (
associations can do everything that
they cannot.

good suit, ‘while the pinched face

friendship or 5 mockery of the w

sovernment or industry or the authorities of the charitable
Tequires to be done, because with the best will in the world,
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If the Government and industry between them find every returning soldier a job, and if the
various authorities and charitable associations do all they can to set him up with a house and home
again, the returning soldier may still lack one most important thing which, if provided, may make
just the difference between the success or failure of all the other official and non-official efforts
on his behalf—I mean a friend who knows him and understands his point of view. The readjust-

ment to civil life, both to the conditions of industry, and to home life will be for very many
men a difficult and disturbing process.

In their work there will be for the majority the change from open air to indoor life, the absence
of Army comradeship and team spirit and the feeling of working together for an all-important
cause, and, finally, once again there will be the Friday pay packet and the haunting feeling of
insecurity.

In their home life, the problem of settling down happily will probably be no less acute. A
man cannot live a soldier’s life for a number of years, and then return and pick up the threads
of domestic life just as if nothing had happened to him or to his family in his absence. While
he has been inevitably changing under the influence of new ties and new surroundings, it is more
than probable that his wife or his family have also been altering in many ways too, and the business
of mutual readjustment will not be very easily accomplished, even where the separation of war
has caused no actual estrangement. In many families, father and children will be strangers to
one another, and in the case of a large number of war marriages, the same will almost be true
of husband and wife. One cannot help wondering too, how the returning soldier will ever get
used to home life in the slum areas of our big industrial towns.

Of course, it is quite possible for an officer to take the view that economic necessity will compel
the men to accept and make the best of the jobs they are given, and that the force of circumstances
will in the same way compel them into happy family union again, and that, therefore, there is
nothing that need be done ; but such a view is neither imaginative nor sympathetic, and will, I
know, be repugnant to the many thousands of officers in the Army who, having shared the com-
radeship of war with their men, will be anxious to make that comradeship a real thing in peace
time, and not just the artificial sham of annual reunions and Old Comrades’ dinners.

It is for those thousands of officers, and for the many thousands of their men who will need
as never before their officers’ help, encouragement and counsel that I am writing this article,
as I believe that something really worth while can be organized, if steps are taken now to make
the necessary plans. 'This is what I suggest should be done.

A scheme should be organized on a regimental basis in every unit with the following two
objects in view :—

(1) To keep as many officers and men of the unit as possible in regular touch with one another
on their return to civil life.

(2) To ensure that as many men as possible shall have an “ officer friend ”” within reach of
their home, to whom they can turn for advice and help in case of need.

The officers will, therefore, form the framework of the scheme, as it will be their job to be

both the officer friend to the men in their region and to arrange for periodical reunions of the men
for whom they are responsible.

The success or failure of the scheme will clearly depend to a very large extent on the distribu-
tion of the officers and men throughout the country with regard to their home towns. Clearly
if all the officers live in the south, and all the men in the north, the scheme will be quite impossible
to work, but I think that there is not much likelihood of that contingency occurring in many units
to-day.

Conversely, the scheme is, of course, very simple to work if all the officers and men are drawn
from the same part of the country, but I think that situation is also exceptional to-day.

In most units, one finds officers and men from all parts of the country, and it seems reasonablé
to suppose that a regional framework is a possibility, more especially if, as seems advisable fof
many reasons, Warrant Officers and some of the senior N.C.Os. are reckoned as officers for the

purpose of the scheme. How large a region any officer should be responsible for would, of course,
depend on factors such as:
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(a) The type of region. For example, an officer living in a large industrial town like Leeds
or Nottingham, or a provincial centre like Durham, which are easily accessible from
all the neighbouring areas, could be responsible for a bigger region than, say, an
officer living in Barrow-in-Furness, Cromer or Sherborne.

(6) The location of the men to be included in the region.

(¢) The capability of the officer concerned.

but it seems reasonable to suggest that a model region might cover anything within a circum-
ference of twenty to thirty miles, or within one to two hours’ journey by train or bus to put it
differently. A journey of that length should be quite within the means both in time and mone
of a man occasionally when in need of funds or friendship. y

Where necessary other men, farther away from the centre, would have to be included in the
region, but it islunlikely that they would benefit from the scheme to the same extent.

Of course, it is probably not going to be possible to cover anything like all the men in the unit
in the regional scheme, even when extended beyond the desirable limit, and other methods will
then I?:u'v to I?t' used. Suppose, for instance, a soldier comes from ilg-ll-g-f.-,r.i or its \'il'mn; and
there 18 no officer—1 use the term to mrlm!:_- all those warrant officers and sergeants

scheme—in the battalion living within fifty or one

ol gestion 1s that the organizer of the scheme
some officer knows of someone

- difs “ officer "
acting in that capacity for the purpose of the

hmjn[r--d miles of the place, my sugg hould tl t
and hind out if i 1 i sl ierly Eitan
|-',: d J.J. ril e in that region who will act as the soldier’s friend.
.111 instance, the battalion may well have been stationed near Hereford at one time, and someone
wi .remembelj the.name of the Army Welfare Officer there, or some kind donor, of local hos-
pltalit};, .wh(;), if written to, will gladly take on the job. Or perhaps some officer will have a per
sonal frie It is dj e 1 5
1end of whom good use could be made. Tt is difficult to imagine anyone not willing

to do this small service for 4y
mall service for ( 1er if they were asked. Such outlying cases will not
0 - - " - 1 ¥ . ; !
portunity of any local reunions, but they will at any rate have a friend in

a discharged sold
of course, have the (4]
case of need.

! That briefly explains the regional scheme which, in m
o) mT_owr} Reglmen_tal Old ( nrnr.n_h-ﬁ Association, is the only really practical and useful basis
on which any Old Comrades \ssociation can be founded. 1

I am, of course, aware that some of the best regimental associations of regular regi
) ; tohe ment
gci)rrll; scc;rrr:eyvhfl: an }:he ]I.ﬂr.'h which T have indicated, decentralizing from a head ogﬂice, an% I feesl
RS, f(?:nth at [ff 2y |“-UU|L1 agree with my contention. But they need no advice from me, and
ot kg forr;md @t | am writing. Tam tEmkmg of the countless units in this war which have
theix OWn-Centraf regimental associations at home to help them. Such units may be able to form
fersapiss 118 sssnrmti)r)n, cither now or aft.er the war, if they wish to do so and can find asuitable
land—those pla. r may be able to link up with some larger association when they return to Eng-
. S€ plans can be left to a later date, but the regional orpanizati h b
w, &l Feady for the TR ) g ganization scheme must be prepared
If that 1S not done

n demobilization starts,

and meliey o dim’nth(: unit will be caught unawares, as m

of Germany when & é;)gpt-le'!]]ior ever before anything has been done about them. The defeat
we know, by some degn-.‘-‘n\:]ifi very probably come suddenly as in 1918. It will be followed,as
in units, and for thege eva‘l'n];fmobll.lzatlon, and by an inevitable shifting about of personnel

The quéestoREN A 'IM units should be fully prepared in advance.

the scheme, some money Wi“mhl 'e)SCrl.L'mr is, (?f course, of great importance, as, however modest
at any rate to start witt. aud melrccllmred for it. If it is dec1de(.l to have no cent.ral association,
only e neccssary ol diyMEREALE ;ilr.mf-] no attempt to give financial help to hardship cases, it will
trative expenses of postage. ete 'l organizer a comparatively small sum to pay the adminis-
self-supporting with regard to s ® get the thing started, and after that each region should be
empowered to relieve hardship c acnv;‘m-_\ et the other hand, regional organizers are to be
o Mg e toz;)S:T then, C!l.;:.lrly, they must be given the money to do so, and
trative expenses will be required, ormed to link the regions together, further funds for adminis-
l'o decide this point, the

all the officers and men in or
Warrant officers and sergeant

y opinion founded on some experience

y own unit was after the last war,

| ,IIT.11]H|L idea of the s heme will obviously have to be explained to
0 see if they want it, The officers, and with them the selected

s . :
» should be consulted first. as without their willing co-operation
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the scheme could not function. If the idea proves acceptable to both officers and men then the
question of raising the necessary money, whatever type of scheme is decided on, should present
no insuperable difficulty. Those desiring to participate should be asked to start subscribing at
once, and, at the final settlement of P.R.I. Funds, a proportion of money could be fairly allo-
cated to the funds of the Association.

‘Two further practical steps could be taken now :-

(1) The appointment of an oflicer to organize the scheme in the unit.

(2) The allocation by this organizer of officers and men to their regions.

i Each officer should be given a list with addresses of the men in his region for whom
he is responsible—each man should be given on a stiff card the name and address of
the officer responsible for his region.

I can myself see a hundred and one difliculties about my suggestions. Nevertheless, I believe
them to be worth attempting, and I hope some units will make the attempt, remembering that
difficultics are but opportunities to those who have courage, vision and determination.

IsT/7TH BATTALION

SuMMARY OF WAR SERVICES

Station, 3rd September, 1939 : Greenwich (Area). To France, 1st April, 1940.
Battles and Actions.
La Bassée Canal (Area). Withdrawal to Dunkirk.
Withdrawal from Dunkirk.
Re-formed at Doncaster on approx. August, 1940. Thence Coastal Defence, Kent.
To Middle East, 21st May, 1942.

Actions and Battles.
Munassib September, 1942 Castel Benito
El Alamein October, 1942 Zuara
T'obruk November, 1942 El Assa February,
Barce November, 1942 Ben Gardane February,
Benghazi November, 1942 Medenine March,
El’'Agheila December, 1942 Gabes March,
Nofilia December, 1942 Djebel Fadeloun  April,
Sirte December, 1942 Medjez-El-Bab May,
Tarhuna January, 1943 Tunis May,

To Italy, September, 1943.
Battles and Actions.
Salerno September, 1943
Vesuvius (Area) October, 1943
To England for training, January, 1944.
Hunstanton, Norfolk. Transferrcd to Concentration Area, Brentwood, Essex, awaiting
“ D ” Day. ;
Landed in Normandy, ¢ D Day plus two (June, 1944). Landed at Le Hamel.
Battles and Actions.
Villers Bocage June, 1944 La Vallee August,
Bourguebus July, 1944 Lisieux August,
Advance into Belgium, September.
Oudenarde.

Garvere.
St. Nicholas.

January,
January,

November,
November, 1943

River Volturno
Mondragone
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Subsequent advance :

Beveran Waes (small

village near

Antwerp) 10th September
Eindhoven (Holland) 23rd September
St. Oedenrode 29th September Huesden
Middlerode October, 1944 Kessenich
Loon-Op-Zand October, 1944 Thorn
Panheel Lock November, 1944

Returned to England, December, 1944.
List oF CoMMANDING OFFICERS.

from September, 1939 to February, 1940.
from February, 1940 to June, 1941,

from June, 1941 to October, 1942,

from October, 1942 to March, 1943.
from March, 1943 to June, 1944.

from June, 1944 to December, 1944,
from December, 1944 up to present date.

Osterhout
Waalwyjk

October,
October,
November,
November,
November,

Lt.-Col. P. Adams, T.D. ...

Lt.-Col. G. A. Pilleau, M.C.

Lt.-Col. R. M. Burton
Lt.-Col. R. H. Senior, D.S.0., T.D.
Lt.-Col. D. S. Gordon, D.S.0. ...
Lt.-Col. W. D. Griffiths, D.S.0., M.C.
Lt.-Col. H. G. Veasey, D.S.O. "

AWARDS FOR GALLANTRY.
D.5.0., 4; Bars, 2; M.C,, 15 ; D.C.M., 3; M.M,, 24,

DECEMBER, 1944 —NoVEMBER, 1945,

THE Battalion flought its last action at Beegden (Holland). It was then brought out of the
active zone and reorganized with a view to taking up its new task—traini inf

in the United Kingdom. Only a limited number gf Officers, W.Os. l:rllrzlg(g‘?gls.o l;cei{lr:lr::;
to form th? nucl.-'-us of a new Battalion. In all, 12 Officers, 7 W.Os. and 101 O.Rs came back
The Battalion arrived at Yeadon Camp, Yorkshire, on 16th December, 1944, under tl.le co acd-
of Lieut.-Colonel W. D. Griffiths, D.S.0., M.C. ’ ’ e
Yeadon Camp itself could only accommodate Headquarters and three companies. It was

efore necessar ke i i
) JFC necessary to take over another hutted camp, this being situated near
six miles from Battalion Headquarters. ' i Yo

Courlsm 24th lp)ecerpber, Lieut.-Colonel Griffiths proceeded on leave prior to attending a Staff
e. The Battalion was then taken over by Lieut.-Colonel H. G. Veasey, D.S.0., who had

I't'\_‘(:l}:‘i}. returned from an E.A. Command.

x nevsi a(l)ilf%f had now started in earnest with a new intake of 720 trainees. By this time a number
Major J. A ‘;—{S ;12-IN.C.OS. had increased the original numbers of the old 1st/7th Battalion.
to take up = z;nnnir-\ti?g Ilad Ibeen posted as second-m-co_mmand but left the Battalion in May
by Major S. W ‘Peet,"Mr‘l(,‘fis nstructor at the R.M.C., Kingston, Ontario, his place being taken

ther

The inclement ;
bt e boreni: CIESF\:Z:I); colddwegther on the Yorkshire moors was indeed a test in hardening,
ing was mrcel *uLly and, with the generous allotment of ammunition, much useful train-

Although ** Queen's " |
r s YV name o i ; :
and recently, owing to numer ime, the Battalion has been made up of a variety of regiments,

nerous drafts Wi , Y
our ranks. In one way and amoth » a new influx of Python and Prisoners of War have joined

¥ entis{ of the Brliti_sh Kb l;ave pases:e ,dlthr:x(;ﬁlé;l }::I I;:r:n:]k:' representatives from most of the regi-
egimental Sports took place on 1gt Ju s b ) Y E )
The Battalio : 1 28t June with “ F ” Company winning the Athletic Shield.
meetings. F?l ::iirdo;;e d‘iﬁg L::llath'le?\cil, naving won the Brigade Athletic Shield twice out of three
Divisional Sports \’-]u-iin' k'qyl l?» e, the greatest number of prize winners at the 50th (N.)
Athletic .\lw-tilu'. at :\]']vlili]tll‘ P\'\' : 't“.'i‘.l ;I.ml '\‘H:ur' 1""}“}' being selected for the Inter-Command
pogy H""'L’l‘j" -md.‘ i oy ; e .l \ave played a certain amount, of cricket, football, both Rugeer
LCLT, & with regard to the latter, we have quite a useful side, BEE
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On 15th September, we were very pleased to welcome our Colonel, General Sir George
Giffard, G.C.B., D.S.0., A.D.C., who paid us a visit.

A detachment of 15 Officers and 100 O.Rs. proceeded to Guildford on 28th September to
take part in the Ceremony of the Presentation of the Scroll by the Borough of Guildford. This
was indeed a most welcome break and was much appreciated by all ranks, for in addition to at-
tending the Parade and partaking of the lavish hospitality of the Depot, it gave many an opportunity
of visiting their homes during the week-end.

Recently the Battalion has been called upon to carry out agricultural work, and about two
hundred men proceeded to Scunthorpe, Lincs, under command of Major E. G. Sandys, for potato
picking. This was quite a popular pastime despite the bad weather. However, great assistance
was given to the farmers.

We have just concluded our Thanksgiving Week with very good results. The target for saving
was £500, but the Battalion saved £1,640 15s. 6d. During the week, four dances, a midnight
matinee, a concert, shooting match and a military exhibition were all staged with a view to stepping
up the savings. Great credit is due to Capt. P. N. P. Plunkett and his Committee, with the willing
assistance of the A.T.S. and civilian helpers, in achieving such good results. :

During the period under review the following Certificates for Mention in Despatches have

been presented :—
Major E. G. Sandys.
6082824 R.S.M. J. Groves (M.M.)
5504854 C./Sergt. N. Smith.
6093238 Cpl. E. Bussey (Ist and 2nd).
6089725 Cpl. A. McDougall (M.M.), (3rd and 4th).
5951678 L./Cpl. L. Drury.
6096879 Pte. S. Hiscock.

We are now starting to lose many of our old members on release from the service and our
loss is indeed great, but we must face the inevitable and wish them the best of luck on their return
to civil life.

SERGEANTS’ MESS NOTES

The main Mess is situated at Yeadon, with a detachment Mess at Ferncliffe Camp, Calverley,
both of which are very comfortable.

We are lucky in having C.Q.M.S. V. Rachel and Sergt. D. Borman, whose artistic talents
have been put to good use in beautifying the Mess with cartoons and drawings.

The life in the Mess has been greatly brightened by holding a series of social evenings at
which Officers have attended.

Three dances have been organized since our arrival, and all were well attended, in particular
our “ VE ” Ball, which was a crowning success.

We were very sorry to losec some of our oldest members on release from the Service, in par-
ticular Q.M.S. ““ Froggy " French, who has served so long in the Regiment. A special farewell
party was organized to bid him good-bye, the Commanding Officer attending.

It has been the custom in the Mess to present shields, suitably inscribed, to departing mem-
bers.

Another old member we were so very sorry to lose was C.Q.M.S. ““ Sully ” J. Sullivan. He
had served for twenty years with the Battalion, and had been with it throughout the whole of the
war.

We still have with us, however, the oldest existing member of the Battalion, C.Q.M.S.
‘“ Ernie ”’ Shears, who already holds three bars to his T.A. decoration, and it is a matter of con-
jecture what happens when he qualifies for his fourth !

We are very pleased to welcome other serving members of the Regiment who are quartered
in the area, such as C.S.M. V. Edwards, who has been such a useful asset on our social evenings-

Among recent arrivals, that *‘ old soldier  C.S.M. C. Huskinson, and R.Q.M.S. H. Bowman,
have joined our ranks.
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Although “ Queen’s ”’ by name, several of our members come from various regiments and
the A.A. Command, and with this combination we produced a football team on VE ” Day
against the Officers. 'The Officers were leading 1—0 until a smoke barrage placed by some irres
sible persons descended upon us. We now know that this can be applicable to international games
as experienced recently in the match Moscow Dynamos v. Arsenal, but we thought of it first ! |

All members were delighted to welcome our Colonel, General Sir G. Gj S
A.D.C., who visited both I\%Iesses during his tour of the Battalion. B e D s

It gave the Mess great pleasure in entertainin
to our rcturn to the United Kingdom. They vis
were : R.Q.M.S. G. New, C.S.M. ]J. Bromige,
C.Q.M.S. H. Fluke and Sergt. Lancaster,
old members and ourselves, as we held a
great success.

The following members attended an Investiture at Buckin i
gham Palace, held in Tnlv: R § n
J. Groves, M.M. ; C.S.M. J. Thomas, M.M. ; Sergt. R. Andrew, D.C.M. : Serot. T Allen \r\l
Sergt. P. Ring, M..\I., and Sergt. H. Puncher, M.M. A suitable party was held after the Investi.
ture in close proximity to the Palace to celebrate the occasion. %y v .
We are indeed a happy Mess, but re
members must take place.

We wish them all the very best of luck.

pon-

g some of our old members who left us previons
ited us during a week-end in September. They
C.S.M. R. A_ Bremer, C.Q.M.S. H. E. Flond
M.M. The week-end was certainly a tonic for both the
grand dance in the Yeadon Drill Hall, which proved a

ifter the Investi-

alize that gradually the inevitable departure of so many

THE ANTI-TANK ACTION AT THE
BATTLE OF MEDENINE
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One troop (1st/7th Queen’s No. 2 Troop) 6-pdrs., were sited to cover “ A” Company’s |

wadi (approximately two hundred yards wide) and one troop (lst/7th Queen’s No. 1 Troop
2-pdrs., in depth in a similar role. The two troops of 216th and 260th Anti-tank Batteries were
positioned in “ B’ Company’s area and in depth on the right and centre of the Battalion position.

On the night 5th/6th March, 1943, our patrols had heard much movement, and at 0600hrs.
6th March enemy shelling commenced. This appeared to be directed at gun areas, but many
shells fell in the Battalion area. The first report of any enemy movement was of 15th Infantry at
0645 hrs., and this was quickly followed by a strong force of German tanks (Marks I1I, III Special,
IV, and IV Special) advancing up the track towards A ”’ Company’s positions.

The tanks came in the sights of No. 5 gun (commanded by Sergt. Andrews), who, knowing
the anti-tank layout to be mutually supporting, allowed the first four tanks to proceed along the
track. The fifth and sixth tanks were engaged and direct hits stopped them and the crews ** baled
out.” Fire was then directed on the leading tanks with successful results and other tanks—about
twelve in number—swung east and south and some went into hull-down positions in a wadi on

the immediate flank of “ A’ Company and were able to bring both anti-tank and machine-gun}

fire across the Battalion area, whilst they themselves were partly defiladed from our anti-tank
guns.

encounter the parapct of Sergt. Andrews’ gun was smashed and he ordered the crew to take cover
whilst he continued to load and fire the gun himself. He disabled two tanks which at the time
caused a grave threat to ‘““‘A” Company’s positions and prevented the enemy from entering the wadi.

The remaining tanks, having been driven east and south by the effective anti-tank fire, later
entered the smaller wadi on the left of the main wadi and were immediately engaged by No. 7
gun (Sergt. Crangles) and No. 8 gun (Sergt. Vincent). The first tank was disabled at a range of
500 yds., and shortly afterwards No. 8 gun was put out of action. Both anti-tank armour-
piercing shot and small arms anti-personnel fire were directed on No. 7 gun, but Sergt. Crangles
continued to engage the tanks, and the Bren gunner kept up a high rate of fire which prevented
the tank commanders from obtaining full observation from their targets, until the gun shield was
riddled in over twenty places and a direct hit on the recuperator put the gun out of action.

It was around 1430 hrs., that both the 69th Medium and 146th Field Regiments were brought
down on one of the D.F. tasks (M.90), and this concentration, together with our own anti-tank
fire, was so effective that after seeing the fate of the leading tanks the remainder of the force with-
drew and made no further advance.

After No. 7 gun had been put out of action, Sergt. Crangles and his crew fixed bayonets, and
three tanks approached the protecting infantry (a platoon of 1st/6th Queen’s) and took them prison-
ers and shortly afterwards * winkled out ** Sergt. Crangles and his crew and took them prisoners
of war. In all fourteen tanks were knocked out in the wadi cover by No. 7 gun.

On the morning of 7th March, 1943, twenty-seven German tanks were found on the Battalion
front which later in the day were destroyed by the R.E. The tanks were 12 Mark IV Special,
12 Mark III Special, 3 Mark III.

It is not possible to say how all these tanks were put out of action, but a considerable number
were accounted for by the anti-tank guns of 1st/7th Queen’s and the remainder by artillery fire,
which was instituted by the battery in direct support.

From this action the lesson that resolute infantry, well dug in, with well-sited positions and
supported only by their own anti-tank guns well sited, can repel a tank attack, was confirmed.

The Anti-tank Platoon was formed in August, 1942, shortly after the Battalion landed in
Egypt with two troops, each four 2-pdr. guns. In January, 1943, a troop of four 6-pdrs. was
substituted for a troop of four 2-pdrs., and in April, 1943, the Platoon was completely equipped
with 6-pdr. guns—the change-over and subsequent re-training having almost literally taken placé
while the Battalion was on the move. Capt. E. G. Sandys commanded the Platoon during the
African and Italian campaigns, and Lieut. L. H. Cockroft—killed in action with his troop in Italy
in September, 1943—commanded No. 2 Troop during the successful action at Medenine.

Sergt. Andrews and Sergt. Crangles were both awarded the Distinguished Conduct Medal
for their courageous actions in this battle.

Sergt. Andrews took up the challenge, but the targets presented were small, and during this .

REPORT OF THE REGIMENTAL WAR
WELFARE COMMITTEE, 1939—]945

HE Comgnittee was formed in September, 1939, by the Colonel of the Regiment, General
Sir Ivo Vesey, K.C.B., K.B.E., C.M.G., D.S.0., for the purpose of providing ‘colle‘cti o
and distributing knitted garments, books, games, etc., for all battalions of the Regi .
and .of being responsible for all matters connected with the welfare of units of the Regi G
service. The Committee consisted of representatives of all battalions under the Pr 2 gnent =1
the Colonel of the Regiment and with Colonel G. N. Dyer as Chairman. When G Ly
relinquished the Colonelcy of the Regiment in 1945, his successor in that a b
Sir George Giffard, G.C.B., D.S.0., assumed the Presidency <to;
to Army Bervice, Mrs. R. E. Pickering took over the dmiéq' of Chairman | :
Depot in November, 1940, she was succeeded by the Rev. J. E VV( I:;::Ro ’hénac ?-‘n 1eaV_mg e
ber, 1941, when Colonel Dyer took over again, S Btk 1 57
The Committee of the Regimental Old Comrades Association was kind enough to place

the services of the Association Secretary, Maj ! 1l

: Associs Se ary, Major C, J. M. Elliott, D.C. 1

the dlgposal of_' the War Welfare Committee, and Major Epl,.'m: ac’teni i lgggr;nd clerl‘(l:a_l“staff at
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of the O.C.A., and later by Major F. Was j Enantl: iy Py gl ¥
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in addition to numerous individual

£100
£1,500
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£526
£1,628

£2,235
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and other organizations éZZO
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Knitted Comforts.—As a demand for warm garments was anticipated, an early start was
made in obtaining wool, organizing knitting parties and asking individuals to knit various types
of woollen things such as scarves, pullovers, balaclava helmets, socks, mittens, gloves, gum-
boot stockings, etc. An initial issue was kindly made by the Lord-Lieutenant’s Fund and as
money became available regular supplies were purchased through the good offices of the Personal
Service League. During the war years, twenty-six knitting parties and 313 individuals worked
for and gave gifts to the Regiment.

Her Majesty Queen Mary personally knitted 106 scarves as gifts for the officers of her regi-
ment and also kindly provided 432 articles from her working party at Badminton.

Up to 31st December, 1945, the Committee had received 93,102 articles and had issued
91,679. The details of the issues are as follows :—

1st Battalion 973 13th Battalion ... 2,321
2nd . 2,973 14th |, 2,832
4th (D12 8 AVAL 1,989 15th SF 4,221
1st/Sth W s g G 20
1st/6th .. A= el SN 3 H.Q. 169th Brigade ... ... 254
1st/7th ,, 4,987 Army Comforts Depot ... eo1111,820
2nd/5th 8,382 County Comforts Depot 3,789
2nd/6th ,, 5,643 Royal Navy (H.M.S. Howe) and
2nd/7th ,, 8,291 Merchant Navy 537
11th . 1,035 Prisoners of War 9,127
12th - . 112 Lost in Transit (enemy action) 800

Books, Papers, Cigarettes, Games, etc.—In the early days of the war, residents in the Regi-
mental area kindly sent in large numbers of books, papers, games, gramophones, records, playing
cards, etc., and these were distributed to battalions in training or on guard duties.

Later on, the Committee sent several consignments of books to Battalions on service and
twenty-seven lots of 140 books each were despatched.

Unfortunately, the restrictions on purchase precluded the Committee from complying with
requests for sports equipment and kit. A limited quantity was, however, made available by the
courtesy of the Officer Commanding Depot Party ; the Daily Sketch War Relief Fund also very
kindly made an issue of jerseys, shorts and stockings. All that were obtained were issued to
Battalions.

Since operations ceased a regular supply of daily and weekly papers has been sent to all
Battalions overseas and will be continued until they return to England.

Parcels of cigarettes were sent to Battalions on service and a total of forty-seven consignments
of 10,000 cigarettes each has been forwarded to date.

Prisoners of War.—It was not possible to send food and uniform to prisoners of war, the
former bcing sent by the Red Cross and St. John and the latter for other ranks being issued by
the War Office to the Red Cross in bulk for despatch to the different camps. Two donations o
£100 each were sent to the Red Cross towards the cost of food parcels.

Gifts of cigarettes (200 per man) were sent by the Committee at regular intervals to every
known prisoner of war, and the total number of parcels sent was 4,820. It is satisfactory to record
that the majority appear to have received the cigarettes safely.

In order to assist relatives in making up the quarterly next of kin parcels for prisoners of
war, the Committee made 251 grants, totalling £256.

When cases began to occur in which relatives of prisoners were unable or unwilling to send
the quarterly next of kin parcels a scheme of adoption was organized by Mrs. George Dyer an
was successful in ensuring that such parcels were sent. When hostilities ceased, one hundre
prisoners of war had been adopted by seventy-one adopters, the majority of whom generously
bore the expense of the parcels. 525 parcels were sent off under this scheme, though it is regrette
that in some cases those for whom they were intended never received them. The Committee thank8
these ladies and gentlemen ‘‘ adopters ”’ for the help they gave in making the scheme a succes?
and for the time and trouble they expended in preparing and sending the parcels. In order t¢
provide shirts for these parcels, flannel was bought in bulk and cut out and made up by severd

WAR WELFARE COMMITTEE REPORT

35

Cioll:):i:{]gfby a working party organized by Mrs. E. A. Rose, wife of Colonel E. A. Rose, Honorary
9,127,

2nd/7th Battalion. The total of garments of all types issued to prisoners of war was

In a few s

. pecial cases, grants to alleviate hardship were made to the relatives of prisoners
of war.

"The total number of prisoners of war reported to the Committee was 2,118 - of ¢ hese, eight
Wwere reported as having died or being missing as prisoners, 1,941 are known to have besn fe ).f ee:r}
[_eavmg 159 still to be accounted for. Enquiries in regard to the latter are still being m3: }I‘ ”dT-‘l
1s hoped that eventually it may be possible to ascertain what \ i el

has happened to them.
A letter of welcome and offer of help in difficulties w 1 e

: as sent by the Committee
of the Regiment, to every known repatriated prisone Al
were dealt with.

r, and as a result, 1,450 requests for advice
Conclusion.—Without the help of numerous indivic

tions, the Committee would not have heen ab

thanks to all the ladies and gentlemen who he
and units :—

luals and by a large number of organiza-
le to carry on. The Co

Iped individually and

mmittee expresses its sircere
to the following organizations

The Director of Voluntary Organizations.

I'he Lord-Lieutenant’s Fund, County of
Surrey.

The Mayor of Guildford’s Fund for the
Forces.

The Pe‘rs.onal Service League.

"The British Red Cross and St. John Organiza-
tion.

The Ypres League.

The Sol_die_rs’, Sailors’ and Airmen’s Families
Association.

The ““ Daily Sketch ” War R 1i i
;I;Ik:e British Laiar. ar Relief Fund. Hz;s(lccarilgf;e Entertainment and Dramatic
ury “ ier »’ i ist W
tee.y Salute the Soldier ”” Week Commit- a?ptlst ’VVO{/neln’s League.
te omen i i
]F);irl'll?llesy]zi(i‘sé Welfare Committqe. ) Wokinsg, E‘rlilrrrlxtlz;y asrfgwgfm%terl(g; lld&c;(r;i_.
e ._-:.Ralm:berley Urb;m Plstrlct Coun- plesdon, Westbor(;ugh Witley Thur’sley
e ute the Soldier ” Week Com- WCove, Woodham, and ’Stoke N’ewington. '
<Rl ; I, omen’s Institutes at Witley, Worpl
I it Salute the Soldjer Week ”’ Com- Pirbright, Rydes Hill, Colgharboug eslfilg;l:
S o 1 ] , sell and S ’
F;i’;l‘e‘;,‘ll)"zn;tlgi Nblen s Conservative Club. Holmbat?ry Stt(.ml\g[};tr(;n.(}roup.
Guildford C“-“I‘*‘ll‘l'-ttin- S Redhill and Reigate Depot.
Marshalswick Lane Circle. o £0d at‘number oF pritelyjpeabiced g
parties,

Old Contemptibles Association,

Pirbright Brotherhood.

Guildford Rotary Club.

Messrs. Smalpiece and Merriman.

l'aylor Woodrow Comforts Fund.

Ist, 2nd, 4th, 7th, 58th Surrey Battalions
Home Guard. ’

6th Battalion War Welfare Committee.

7th Battalion War Welfare Committee.

Witley Motor-Cycle Club.

Woking War Hospital Staff.

A Regimental We,
a are Workers Badee i
;EZ E:Sges errf: 1ssued to all those wn.-ki%u ‘:Tis tﬁiSlI%
Thgeés a gift and generously paid for them
¢ Committee’s activities w; - - it i
tunds remaining to the Reg:frsx‘e:t':l shortly come to an end and it is proposed to hand over the

1s used Primarily for the benefit of ax LComrades Association with a suggestion that the money

-prisoners of war.
A summary of the Accounts, wh;

Sheet are attached.

ned, and as long as they were obtainable
egiment. Many workers refused to accept

ch have been audited regularly every quarter, and a Balance

Sth January, 1946,

F. Wasp, Major, Secret
» etary. G. N. Dver, CoLONEL, Chairman.
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The close of the war has brought to an end the need for the work of the Regimental War
Welfare Committee, and it is my pleasant task to thank all those who during the six long years
of war devoted their time, energy and skill so unselfishly to working for the welfare of our bat-
talions and prisoners of war and have given so generously to the funds.

The report gives the details of what has been done and the record is a very fine one. I knoW
how greatly the gifts have been appreciated by the recipients of the many parcels of clothing,
books, cigarettes, etc., and I am sure they will wish me to express their grateful thanks to all the
workers and subscribers.

When all have done so much it is invidious to select individuals for special mention, but
I cannot let this occasion pass without expressing on behalf of all ranks of the Regiment theif
deep gratitude to Colonel Dyer for all that he has done. He was Chairman of the Committeés
when the fund was started in 1939 and, except for a brief period when he was recalled to the Army; &
he has been Chairman throughout the war. To his wisdom and untiring energy the success of thé
War Welfare work for the Regiment is due.

GEORGE J. GIFFARD, GENERAL,
7th January, 1946. Colonel, The Queen’s Royal Regiments

THE QUEEN’S ROYAL REGIMENT WAR WELFARE COMMITTEE.

STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS FROM INCEPTION IN 1939 10 31sT DECEMBER, 1945. THE MAYOR OF GUILDFORD (ALDERM

] GUILDF ALDERMAN WYKFEH
E&SE IN HIGH STREET ON 30th SEPTEMI!EB\ hllill-:%\m :
§ WALTER KIRKE, SIR MALCOLM FRASER | D

GIFFARD

RICE] AT THE SALUTING
ACCOMPANIED BY GENERAL
(LORD LIEUTENANT) AND GENERAL

RECEIPTS. A 5-mad onlyl yastiind. EXPENDITURE.
By Donations, H.M. To Wool Purchases ’

Queen Mary LA 100 ) Shirting Material ... L
Officers, Retired Cigarettes for Battalions overseas ...

Officers and Fami- Cigarettes for P.O.W.

lies w428 1061195 LONIF] Books for Battalions overseas d
Battalions and Units 1,449 13 5 Stationery Wallets, etc., Battalions
Loan from Old Com- overseas ...

rades Association 400 0 0 Welfare Workers’ Badges ...

9

—

b L r
CO=UNEONN VHO NLWOoOSW

Other Independent Grants for P.O.W. N/K Parcels
Organizations ... 526 15 Compassionate Grants to P.O.W.
Other Organizations 1,628 18 2 Dependants
=R LT Donations to other Organizations ...
Sale of Writing Wallets ... R OO 7H L 6 Cost of Cupboards
Welfare Workers’ Badges ... it b R Carriage of Comforts Goods, etc. ...
Prisoner of War Shirts 2N 2086 Printing and Office Stationery
Refunds, N/K Parcels X 6 8 10 Telephone Charges e

=

—

Dividends, 3 per cent. Defence Laundry Charges
: 2io gl

Bonds ... o 612 7 Cheque Books

Interest, P.O.S. Bank Tot 3 Postage

Packing Material .

Cap Badges for PO.W. ..

Newspapers for DBattalions over-
seas t% 5946

3 per cent. Defence Bonds ... 400

Deposits in P.O.S. Bank ... o LY24

bbb
oo n

—
—

O H O

\

ToraL EXPENDITURE £5,239 11
, Balances at 31st December, 1945:—
Lloyds Bank ... £696 14 5
Cash 8811 4
- 700 3
__—--"/

TotAL £5,939 14 10 Toraw £5,939 14 18
_—
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THE DETACHMENT [
ACHMENT FROM H.M.S. “ EXCELLENT
* *EXCELLENT '* MARCHING PAST DOWN GU
1 ” ILDF
HIGH STREET, 30th SEPTEMBER, 1945, i
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THE MAYOR OF GUILDFORD PRESENTING THE ‘‘ SCROLL OF RIGHTS '’ TO THE
COLONEL OF THE REGIMENT, 30th SEPTEMBER, 1945.

THE COLONEL OF THE REGIMENT, GENERAL SIR GEORGE GIFFARD, BEING
RECEIVED WITH THE GENERAL SALUTE ON ARRIVING ON PARADE
on 30th SEPTEMBER, 1943.

2Np/5tH BATTALION
BALANCE SHEET AT 3lsr DECEMBER, 1945

SSETS.
A ; £ S, o LIABILI]IES. £ s d
y Cash a ar n hand aad 700 I'o O.C A. Loan 4 . (;
By ( h at Bank and in a LA, ‘e 00 0

»» 3 per cent. Defence Bond
»» Deposits in P.O.S. Ban;: s... 4(2)2 ,»» Balance due to Fund ! G G) )

ToraL £1,124 124 9
TAL £ TotaL £1,124 9 7

—_—

Guildford, i
7th January, 1946, . WASPEéex:tjng;

2ND/5TH BATTALION

" ‘ APRIL, 1939—8T1H May, 1945
! I IE Battalion was formed out of the 5th Battalion in April, 1939, in accordance with th
i <y €

G. N. DYER, CoLONEL,
Chairman,

policy of doubling the Territorial Army. It landed i ith i
. ; n France with its si 1
b k21;1’51/6th and 2nd/7th—on 24th April, 1940, as part of the 12th Divisio;s sAlsﬂt:: mﬁt?‘!mns—
2093 -through at Sedan, the Battalion fought an action north of the Somme r;ear Abb e‘lixerman
o dsurvxvors embarked at Cherbgurg on 7th June and the Battalion was re.ﬂf(')rmed 'evxc - Ehe
d:' . At the end of the month it moved to South-Eastern Command, when the ]l3‘;i lclim oo
& srlgnated 169th Brigade in 56th (London) Division. 2nd/5th, 2nd/6th and ‘2n" /7th Bg'a o
an‘;;r\'ﬁl together in this Bripade and Division up to thc'pr(";cnl time o
e Division landed in Iraqin November, 1942, and staved 1intil : i
" . 3 9 ) 14 X th %] “ IV1E l H
(‘)x:lfnzf;le(tiec:X th'fi 31,822-mll§ J;)urney to Enfidaville in under five weeks: ()F:‘gt:z%i:l\l’?::a:rétifl}::g
ad April, , and the next day the Battalion was in the lin Af‘ t fri
]?I‘l"render it trained for the invasion of Italy and landed in the initial w:ve mt:’alttz]rfu?](;:tt];x oy
-.-:E of 9th Septem_ber. The actual landing was almost unopposed, but the ;.-n-cm ut in re morn;
8t1ﬁ'lt§r-atttactl)(s wllth armour and the Battalion had 173 casualties in the first t{ﬁlr?ty houffsp eatﬁt
e o } 4 . & 4 7 . :
Brigade.p ember the situation had eased ; next day it was relieved by 1st/5th Queen’s of 1315{
With a company of 2nd/6th Queen’s i
‘ a o y of / *en’s, the Battalion then captured the 3.000 fi 3
dz;lt 111':“] its first experience of mountain warfare. The Napleg III’;;:n J\'tuj‘r;‘t)(:v“().p‘}e[rlm;gtclbm"}::
Crosa'lon in the Brigade in turn led the pursuit to Capua on the right of 10th Corps Afterez:}cya
a"ISllr_lg of the V olturnq, contact was made with 131st Brigade and for a short time the ;ix Queen’s
h-e:d 11(_"15 were advancing together. The next major battle was the assault on Mount C"amti.n 3
itterc 1;11():i up the mountain side was arduous, the weather conditions severe and the ﬁghtir;o'
T ‘d nd/5th Queen's captured the famous features Pip, Squeak and Wilfred, on 3rd Decemb g
o ayshlate.r the enemy finally put up the white flag on the monastery. o
ériéli?lrfo ea;:(light (if 1’/('ith Ju:1|115|:')',_ 1944, the Battalion took part in the assault crossing of the
captured its objectives in the hills beyond, A i i
g cag) . ject yond, month later it moved t
anzcl;z; sle\?v(iifh‘gil;;:l :tt r%mamed until X&fth March. 'The whole Division had had severe c:séll]t?i::s)
| ‘Il 16 Egypt to rest. After reeeiving many reinforceme
rnlkr—y, the Battalion returned to Italy at the hc]:ir:“n::;n:':f ijtl:n-ﬂrcunwtﬂ. P 3 Rol
crtl;er thﬁ o(;xtsxd_c :.;;'ust o{ the (i_(J’thic Line had been broken, 56th Division was passed through
o fmI:I;{+ ;a }xl‘etlrc. to hill positions in depth which dominated the coast road, and the B%;t-'
i t}?i‘s";;rtj ofj se\]rziei)ta;:les !for (t:apf(l)l(}){ 8emxl;1ano, Croce, the Ceriano Ridge and Savignano
_ —Ist September to 10t ctober, 1944— s '
k‘“eds_and 18 officers and 262 other ranks were wour:ded. D i e
s tl;:ptfek?z rest followed. The Battalion spent the winter fighting on the Lamone and Senio
one Sataek Both had }‘ugh bunds, and on occasions on the Senio the British were dug in on
b oot a bund, the Germans on the other. A prodigious total of grenades was expended -
A e begmn_mg of gade was withdrawn to train on Lake Trasimina for a
i lous operation at the start of the final advance across the Lombardy Plains. Using Rnfal. =
In this theatre as Fantails, the Queen’s Brigade landed on the edge of Lake Eotlll]-l'_l'l..‘;fisl;
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behind the enemy’s main positions on the 11th April, 1945. It then drove west and took part in
the battles for the Argenta Gap. The Po was crossed without opposition on the morning of 26th
April, the Adige forty-eight hours later. By this time the enemy was disorganized and only small
pockets of resistance were met. 2nd/5th Queen’s, in mortar carriers and captured vehicles driven
by partisans, raced the New Zealanders to Venice, reaching it on 29th April. Next day, the Bat-
talion marched through the narrow paved streets and over the many bridges to establish itself
in a barracks in the centre of the city. Rations and baggage were ferried up the Grand Canal,
later assigned as the Brigade axis. It was a pleasant place in which to hear of the capitulation
of Italy. In all the Battalion had received 1,189 casualties in the Italian campaign.

9tH MaY—30TH NOVEMBER, 1945

On the day on which the war in Europe ended, the Battalion moved from Venice to the small
village of Ruda near Udine, and that night the cheering of the crowds outside Buckingham Palace
could be heard over a loud-speaker in the courtyard of Battalion Headquarters. From this time
the Battalion has been occupied with the political troubles in Venezia Guilia.

The brigade celebrated the 1st June with a cricket match against the Navy on the Battalion
ground, and with a féte in the surrounding fields which were gay with bunting lent by shipping
companies in Trieste. In June, we moved farther east, and in the late summer the Battalion was
billeted in small villages on the Morgan Line, ten miles east of Trieste. We moved into a barracks
in the city itself on 4th December.

Welfare facilities are now good. There are two cinemas, an opera house, a music-hall, 3
N.A.A.F.I. restaurant, and officers’ and sergeants’ clubs. Unit dances are held frequently and the
Battalion has its own dance band. A generous supply of English newspapers, sent out by the
Regimental War Welfare Committee, was much appreciated. Sport has played a large part sincé
the war ended. The Battalion gained only third place in the Brigade Athletic Meeting in the
summer, but led in the track events. Sergeant D. Brabben went on to win the 800 metres in the
Corps meeting in 2 mins. 6.8 secs. A great deal of cricket was played in the summer, and the
Battalion reached the final of the divisional knock-out competition, where it was defeated by 44th
Recce. Regiment. They also beat us in the semi-final of the divisional football competition:
Soccer leagues at battalion and company levels have been running throughout the winter. In the
divisional cross-country run the Battalion was second to 2nd/6th Queen’s, Sergt. Brabben being
the first man home. Owing to release and Python the personnel in the Battalion are still changing
almost as rapidly as in the war. The following original Territorial members were still serving
in the unit in the autumn : Major H. F. Bott, M.C.; R.S.M. J. W. Dunkley, M.M.; C.S.M-
A. Steadman ; C.S.M. R. E. Mears; C.Q.M.S. J. A. Dallen; Sergt. E. Bryder ; Sergt. J. A
Neal; Sergt. F. Osman; Sergt. F. Straughan; Cpl. E. Strudwick; Cpl. L. Watson; Pte.
S. Bevan ; Pte. W. Castleton ; Pte. F. Creeper ; Pte. R. Philps; and Pte. H. Preston.

COMMANDING OFFICERS

Lt.-Col. A. F. F. Young, O.B.E. August, 1939—4th May, 1942
Lt.-Col. J. Y. Whitfield, D.S.0., O.B.E. ... *5th May, 1942—22nd Jan., 1944
Lt.-Col. F. A. H. Ling, D.S.0. - 23rd Jan., 1944—24th Nov., 1944
Lt.-Col. P. C. Hinde, D.S.O. 25th Nov., 1944—14th June,1943
Lt.-Col. B. C. Pincombe, M.C. 15th June, 1945—18th Aug. 194
Lt.-Col. L. S. Sheldon 19th Aug., 1945—

The following decorations were won by officers and other ranks whilst serving with th¢

battalion :

D.S.Os. 3
D.C.Ms. 5
M. Ms. 0 23
American Bronze Star 1
Russian Order of the Red Star ... 1

® ].t.-Colonel Whitfield was away commanding the_Brigade prior to this date; Lt.-Colonel Ling com’
manded the Battalion during the crossing of the Garigliano on 17th January, 1944.

2ND/6TH BATTALION

SUMMARY OF WaRr SERVICEs,

Station, 3rd September, 1939 : Caterham. To France, 23rd April, 1940

Battles and Actions.
: Abbeville (Withdrawal from the Somme).
Withdrawal from Cherbourg, 8th June, 1940.

To Persia and Iraq, October, 1942 (Kirkuk).

Moved by road to Enfidaville, Distance : 3321 miles

Campaign in North Africa.
Battles and Actions.
Enfidaville,

To Italy, 9th September, 1943,
Battles and Actions.

Ly andi g (Mnr]lt'n'nl".inrl Airfiel
River VolturnO (Pt 180, Calvi Vecchi

d, Point 210, Mount Stell
Ko Voliumo A e

Ill Ver Garl lla[l() Crossir lg S Il() l )a‘ ]I Illan().
g ’
Anzio ... ( )

January,
Feb./Mar.,
April/May,
September,
December,
December,
April,

tV'is |(Dalmatian.Islanci.s)
sothie Line (Mt, Cappella. Cee
Ry oe 1] .] lla, Gemmano, Croce

River Senio
Comacchio, Adige, Argenta, River .I-’.o, Velnlice

Situati isti
tion when Armistice with Germany signed : Venijce-—

. Ceriano, Savignano)

—Occupation.

List oF CoMMANDING OFFICERs.
Lt.-Colonel E. F, Bolton, D.S.O
tt.-Colonel H. E. Wilson, O.B.E..
Lt.-Colonel J. B. H. Kealy, D.S.0. ...

£.-Colonel A. J.
I,[._Cologﬂ & ]{/[,Rjg,n%}‘]:;{(’)rl)ﬁ.g”alnv{d% .. November, 1943—January, 1945
Colon . E Riopaion, M.C. an Q,ErE _kn;;fr¥b451945—APril, 1945
(now Brigadier). il i e

Lt.,~-Colope] &
¢l St. Ma St
time. ur Sheil, D.8.0., took over Battalion after the Garigliano crossing for a short

September, 1939—]July, 1942
]ulx, 1942—April, 1943
April, 1943—November, 1943

Killed

In action : Lt.-Cal

- onel H. E. L
(With D. of Ws) e E. Wilson, O.B.E. (Enfidaville) ; Lt.-Colonel St. Maur Sheil

D.S,O,, e AWARDS FOR GALLANTRY.
H L& ; D.CM,, 5 ; M.M,, 27 ; U.S. Star (Silver), 1.
* Lt.-Col i
olonel Richardson, D.5.0., O.B.E., is now Brigadier Richardson (169th Briga
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HE Battalion landed on the Salerno beach-head two years ago. This was the beginning
of our part in the Italian Campaign. To-day the Battalion is in Trieste and for the first
time since the Adolf Hitler Barracks, Forli, it is concentrated in one building.

With the other two Queen’s Battalions in 169th Brigade we are called upon to man check
posts on the Morgan Line. This is the military boundary laid down until the future of Trieste
and the province of Venezia Giuilia is settled at the Peace Conference, and divides Allied occupied
territory from Jugoslav.

Within the Battalion the switch over from war to peace has been accomplished and pre-
viously untapped talent is coming to light. A Battalion School is running well with courses on
Plumbing, Carpentry, Art, Italian, Shorthand, Bookkeeping and Commercial English. All this
for the benefit, chiefly of those shortly to be released.

Our own printing press, “ The Dog Press,” is much in demand throughout the Division and
is kept going at top pressure with orders. In between it manages to produce a Battalion newspaper.

There is a big variety of sport now running. Soccer, Rugby, Boxing, Rowing and Cross
Country Running teams are going well. We have a training house at Plezzo (near the Austrian
border). Sending teams to train there has already shown good dividends. At the moment of writing,
the Battalion Soccer team is top of the league.

Despite summer weather sufficiently warm to warrant K.D., we are told that we may expect
a fierce gale here in the winter, which goes under the name of the *“ Bora.” When the gale is known
to be approaching, sirens send out a warning. Certain streets in Trieste have hand rails on the
side for the benefit of those who are caught out. So far we have not experienced this wind, but
the weather has put on some imposing dress rehearsals of late.

The Italians are also full of stories of terrific snowfalls and bitter weather generally. But
we can take a winter in Trieste. We think it may not be as trying as wintering on the summit of
Monte Camino, or quite as uncomfortable and slushy as December on the Senio river.

2ND/7TH BATTALION

SuMMARY OF WAR SERVICE.

Stationed on 3rd September, 1939, at Woolwich and subsequently at East Grinstead and Hastings.
Moved to France on 20th April, 1940. Rearguard actions fought at Saleux and Abbeville followed
by withdrawal from Blain, on 6th June, 1940, via Cherbourg.

Re-formed at Newcastle on 8th June, 1940.

June, 1940—August, 1942 : Stationed at Faversham, Hythe, Lyminge, Ipswich, Southend and
Sudbury.

Sailed from Liverpool on 24th August, 1942, on Johan Van Olden Bahnevelt.
October, 1942 : Short stay at Malabar Camp, Bombay.

November, 1942: Up the Persian Gulf to Shaiba Camp and under canvas at Kirkuk for five
months.

25th March—24th April, 1943 : 3,000 miles in thirty days to Enfidaville via Baghdad, Palestine,
Cairo, Western Desert, Benghazi and Tripoli.

25th April—13th May, 1943 : Took over from the Guards at Enfidaville.
May—September, 1943 : The Capitulation, P.O.W. Guards and assault landing training.
9th September, 1943 : Salerno, Faiano, Ogliar, Monte Stella, Caserta.

5th October—15th October, 1943 : Rest and reorganize at Caserta Palace.
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SRt MO from March, 1940, to May, 1942,

Lt.-Col. A. P. Block C.B.E. D
Lt.-Col. D. C. Baynes, D.S.O.. 1§4Oc Fom oy I CeEchue
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s D.ESCRIPTION OF PRESENT SITUATION.
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REGIMENTAL OLD COMRADES
ASSOCIATION

TWENTY-FIFTH ANNUAL REPORT, 1945

THE Committee presents herewith the Annual Report and audited Abstract of Accounts

for the year ended 31st December, 1945 :—

Membership.—The Committee record with much pleasure the amalgamation with this '

Association of the 22nd London Regiment (The Queen’s) now 6th Battalion The Queen’s Royal
Regiment, O.C.A., and offer a hearty welcome to all its members.

As a result of the help given by the Officers Commanding Battalions and the War Office,
membership of both the Association and the All Ranks Dinner Club has substantially increased.
Annual Subscribers are now 287 Officers and Honorary Subscribers and 534 Other Ranks to
the Association. Annual Subscribers to the Dinner Club are 295 Officers and 534 Other Ranks.

Life Members.—Life Membership has also increased, the numbers of Life Members. of the
Association now being 16 Officers and 1,323 Other Ranks, and Life Members of Dinner Club,
8 Officers and 151 Other Ranks.

Home Guard.—Home Guard Members of the Association now amount to 37 Annual Sub-
scribers and 26 Life Members.

Employment and Resettlement.—The Committee has been working in close collaboration
with the Ministry of Labour and the Regular Forces Employment Association and placing$
amounted to 34.

A very large number of N.C.Os. and men who have been released have resumed their pre-
war employment and many have sought their own situations with success.

Fifty-four Employers have kindly offered to give preference to ex-soldiers of the Regiment,
but the lack of skilled tradesmen has prevented the acceptance of all offers made.

Many excellent situations in private service are offered, but applicants for these have been
few.

The Committee has agreed to collaborate with the British Legion in that Organization’s
Small Business Loans Scheme.

Loans.—Eight Advances have been made in 1945, some for resettlement and some in special
circumstances.

Charitable Fund.—Calls upon the Fund again showed an increase, 229 applications having
been dealt with and 191 grants authorized.

In view of this increase and further calls during the Resettlement period, the Committeé
applied to the Army Benevolent Fund, and a donation of £400 in two instalments has been received:

General Sir G. J. Giffard, G.C.B., D.S.0., Colonel of the Regiment, also made a personi_l1
appeal and the Committee record with much pleasure and' gratitude, that the response to this
has been most generous. T'he lst, 1st/Sth, 1st/6th, 1st/7th, 2nd/5th, 2nd/6th, 2nd/7th, 30th

Battalions, 13th Holding Battalion and the 6th Battalion War Welfare Committee all gave sub-
stantial donations. Among the private donors were Mrs. Wilson, £200 in memory of Lieut.”
Colonel H. E. Wilson (2nd/6th Battalion) and Miss Smith, £100 in memory of Lieut.-Colonél
H. W. Smith, D.S5.0. (retired).

'The North Africa Fund mentioned in the Annual Report for 1944 has now been disbursed:

Certain changes occurred in investments owing to the exchange of some of the stocks held
by the United Services Trustee on behalf of the Association,

Dinner Club.—In view of the expected closing down of the War Welfare Committee, sub-
scriptions ceased to be diverted to that Committee. :

"I'he Committees are meeting with great difficulty in arranging a Dinner for 1946, owing t¢
restrictions on accommodation and rationing. An announcement will be made as early as possibler

Disabled Personnel and Local Representatives.—It is very desirable that all men who havé
left the Regiment and are scattered throughout the country should feel that they have a clos®
personal touch with the Regiment. It is intended, therefore, to start a scheme under which repré

42

OLD COMRADES ASSOCIATION 43

iSter_lta}:ives should be established in centres throughout the country. These representatives wonld
1s hoped, be Officers or Other Ranks who would volunteer to undertake such duties as : o
(a) Contact all disabled men of the Regiment in their area and keep the Secrétarv of

the ASSOCiatiOll lnformed Of their addreSSeS a]ld any (liﬂi(:][ ties W t
. 3
hlch thev mlgh

(6) Contact ex-members of the Regiment in their area and
oy Oﬂ;nform tclile Secretary of the Association.
A list o cers and Other Ranks who illi :
e BRI S who would be willing to undertake this work would be
Secretary.—Major F. Waspe assumed the duti
| ties of Secretary from 13th
Conclusion.—In conclusion, the Committee desires on he}m}llf of all Rgn{inzals?tsﬁd present

to express its gratitude to all those who h i i
: : ave shown a k i i ;
genin it il L el yobccriptinbeas Hoharst) Membl‘r-lily interest in the Regiment by their

.[‘]]l' |H'| b} l_li.\,'r"'“ i|\- the S § % o >
other l(t."_;ilmi-ml'.[l \h‘w}r'w}::.;;];ﬁ[l,:\ .i\r-”:'-‘ [}A"-' 2.5.&A.F.A., the British Legion, the C.0.8 ind
: A R wvestigating, reporting 1 collaborati i A Al
to them. has ap: P B I ing on and collaborating in cases referre
Th I8 again Ir_ruiu d valuable and their co-operation is greatly '!ppr'tui-uu;‘l i
€ services of the Association ar o e i -clated.
= . Association are at the disposal of all servi
personnel of the Regiment E X * disposal of all serving members and ex-service
: y Wherever th el
touch.” 8 ¢r they may be, and all are earnestly requested to “ Keep in

Subscriptions for 1¢ 111
P s for 1946 sho . T ]
. . 3. I . 6 sh uld be sent to The ¢ ecretary. ‘The Q ,s — i

nrade Assoma"”“\ Stoughton Barrac ks, Guildford “1'I|1'|."-\'. e

T™h :
'he Committee appeals to all members to keep their subscriptions up to date.
R. H. PurLrot, Major, Hon. Treasurer.
é}. \;VA(S;PE, Major, Secretary.
- J. GIFFARD, GENERAL, Chairman
INCOM { ’ , :
E AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUN I'S ror THE YeaR ENDED 31sT DECEMBER, 1945
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BALANCE SHEET AT 31st DECEMBER, 1945

LIABILITIES. ASSETS.
S b e A Gl
L1FE MEMBERS ASSOCIATION | By Lloyds Bank, Ltd.—
To Balance at 31st Decem- | Association Accounts 605
ber, 1944 ... sae Hdle 00 Charitable Fund Ac-
Add subscriptions re- counts L2675

ceiyed duringil945" 24326/17. 10 , Al Ranks Dinner
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diture, 1945

CHARITABLE FunD
To Balance at 31st Decem-
ber, 1944 ... ...15620 18
Add gain on ex-
change of Stocks 167 3
Add surplus of In-
come over Expen-
diture, 1945 . 1993 4 2
ALL Ranks DiNNErR CLuB
GENERAL ACCOUNT
To Balance at 31st Decem-
ber, 1944 ...
Add surplus of In-~
come over Expen-
diture, 1945

648 16 6

O, «Jgis

INVESTMENT RESERVE, CHA-
RITABLE Funp o

7781

739
151

Market value at 31st
December, 1945,
£16,881 17s. 2d.).
, Al Ranks Dinner
Club :—£600 3 per
cent. Defence Bonds
cost at 31st Decem-
ber, 1944 _..
(Held by Associa-
tion).
,, Advances :—
Balance at 31st De-
cember, 1944
Add advances during
1945

Less repaid during
1945 4

Total £19,478

S0 1
98 10 0

103 10 O
3010 O

0

Total £19,478 11 7

*Australia 5 per cent. 1945/75 £2259 4 11
[..C.C. 4} per cent. 1945/85 L2518 12 © 4
Ulster Loans 44 per cent. 1945/75  £500 0 0

AUDITORS’ CERTIFICATE
We have examined the above Balance Sheet. We have obtained all the information and explanations wé
have required. In our opinion such Balance Sheet is properly drawn up so as to exhibit a true and correct view 0f
the state of the affairs of the Association and is in accordance with the Books and Vouchers of the Association

and the information and explanations given to us.
(Signed) KELLER SNOW & CO., Auditors.
Dated this 8th Day of February, 1946. Incorporated Accountants:

GUILDFORD.

A
PLATOON OF 2nd BATTALION MARCHING PAST AT BOMBAY




A BATTALION OF THE REGIMENT MARCHING INTO TOBRUK, NOVEMBER, 1942.
(Presumably a Battalion of 131 Brigade.)

2nd BATTALION COLOUR PARTY MARCHING DOWN GUILDFORD HIGH STREET
30th September, 1945.

9
COLONELS OF THE QUEEN’S ROYAL
REGIMENT
... 1661-1663  Resigned.
1663-1664  Killed at Tangier.
1664-1668  Resigned.
1668-1675  Died at Tangier.
1675-1680  Resigned.
1680-1680  Died of wounds, Tangier,
1682-1691  Died at Brussels.
Colone] W. Selwyn ! 1691-1701  Exchanged to 22nd Foort.

Lieut.-General Sir H. Bellasis, K.T. ... 1701-1702  Dismissed by C.M.

s Barl of Pertmiore .. 1703-1710  Retired by sale,
< eneral The Earl o i 1710-1741  Died in Command.

Colone] pj i

Colone] Tllelircg,wllférke g’ 1741-1755  Transferred to 14th Foot,

Colone] Hon. ]. Fitz-William ... ... 1755-1760 Transferred to Irish Horse. '

"/!ajol'-Genera] Sir C. Montague, K.B. ... 1760-1777  Died in Command.

Colone] D. Jones S 177771798 Died in Command.
'2jor-General RIS tewart 1793-1794 Died in Command.

-“ajor-Genera] J. Coates 1794-1822 Died in Command.

MajOr-General S‘ir H. Torrens, K.C.B. ... 1822-1828 Died in Command.

general Rt. Hon. Sir W. Keppel, G.C.B. 1828-1834  Died in Command.

"IFllr.J'}eneral Rt. Hon. Sir . Kempt, G.C.B,,

ijhe Earl of Peterborough
I‘ he Earl of Teviot .
Colonel H. Norwood ...
Jhe Earl of Middieton
I'he Earl of Inchiquin

ﬁlr Palmes-Fairborne
Colone] Piercy Kirke

M .C.H. 'y ... 1834-1846 Transferred to 1st Foot,
ajor-G ' Itoun, K.C.B., G.C.H. 1846-1853  Died in Command.
ajor.G:::::ll éi(r)r}j. %aolzuﬁ.C.B. ... 1853-1856  Died in Command.

» =401, General Sir J. H. Schoedde, K.C.B. 1856-1857  Transferred to 35th Foot.

Major-General Sir J. Spink, K.H. ... 1857-1877  Died in Command,

I-‘?eUt.-General C. A. Edwards, C.B. ... 1877-1877  Transferred to 18th Foort,

Lieyt.. ; .C.B. 1877-1891 Died in Command.
!on.t LiGeiT-réleE:;:l{ F?Ia%]t\l})\%lkli(ngm 1891-1893 Transferred to Oxford L.I,
yoneral Sir G, Selby-Smyth, K.C.M.G. 1893-1896  Died in Command.
--00. Lieut.-General G. G. C. Stapylton 1896-1902 T{ans.ferred to D.C.L.I.
Seneral Sir T. Kelly-Kenny, G.C.B.,, G.C.V.O. 1902-1914 Died in Command.
Lieut.-General Sir E. O. F. Hamilton, K.C.B.  1914-1920  Resigned.
€neral Sir C. C. Monro, Bt., G.C.B., G.C.S.I,,
G.CM.G., AD.C. ..
Major-General Sir W. D. Bird, K.B.E., C.B.,
CM.G., D.S.0. . L
Her Majesty Queen Mary was appointed Coloncl-in-Chief of th
General Sir Ivo L. B, Vesey, K.C.B., K.B.E,, X
C.M.G_’ D.S.0. ... 1939-1945  Resigned.
General Sir George J. Giffard, G.C.B., D.S.0.  1945-

ARMY, NAVY, MARINES AND AIR FORCE PROVIDENT SOCIETY.

Established-in 1889 to provide Annuities for the widows (or Orphan Children) of its Members,

" cers holding permanent Commissions 1n the Royal Navy, Army, Royal Marines, Royal

Air Force znd Royal Indian Navy are eligible for membership provided they are under 50 years
“age; also Officers of the Royal Air Force must not be' under 30 years.

Under the present Rules an Officer may take up either one, two, three or four Membershipg

Aid an annuity of £2 10s. for each Membership (£10 for four Memberships) is payable when the

xembership has been held for six years. The annuity increases after'cach subsequent year up

to A Maximum of £13 for each Membership (£52 for four Mem.bcrshlps). If death takes place

bcrore the Membership has been held for six years the contnbunc_mg are refunded'to the widow

ororphan children. The annuzl contribution for each Membership is £2 plus a disparity fee of

S 6d. fo h he wife is younger than the Member.'
Y u lrpeaariiczf::stagc;vform yof agplication can be obtained from the Secretary, « Burnside,”
atel]

€ley, Camberley, Surrey.

1920-1929  Died in Command.

1929-1939 Completed tenure of command,
e Regiment on 11th May, 1937,




HELEN PEIRCE MEMORIAL FUND

THE HELEN PEIRCE MEMORIAL FUND.

To the Editor. 21st February, 1946.

DEAR SIR,

We shall be grateful if you can find space to publish, in your next issue, this letter, and also
the enclosed tribute to the late Miss Helen Peirce, O.B.E., which appeared recently in the Aldershot
News following the announcement of her death, which took place on 23rd August in a nursing home
in Surrey.

We are well aware that there can be few still serving who remember the life-long work of
this remarkable woman amongst soldiers, itrespective of rank, in Ireland, at Tidworth, and in
Aldershot, yet we feel sure that there are many past members of your Regiment who will recall

with gratitude her devoted services to them and their comrades, and who might like to show their =

appreciation of the many acts of kindness they received at her hands during their soldiering
days by making a small contribution to the Fund we are raising to perpetuate her memory.

As to the form the Memorial will take, no decision can be come to until the result of the appeal,
which will remain open until 1st July, is known, but everything will be done to make it of practica
value to the men of to-day and of the future. The Committee, which has been formed to deal
with the matter, will then meet and the result of its decisions, together with a complete list of
subscribers to the Fund, will be made known to you.

All donations, however small, should be sent direct to the Hon. Treasurer,  Helen Peirce
Fund,” c/o Messrs. Glyn Mills, Kirkland House, Whitehall, S.W.1, who have kindly consented
to act as Bankers to the appeal.

We are, Sir,
Your obedient servants,
*R. J. Kentish (Brig.-Gen. and Hon. Sec.).

Harry W. Blackburne (Dean of Bristol).
Eva Maguire (Miss Sandes’s Homes).

*Neville G. Cameron (Maj.-Gen. and Vice-
Chairman).
*William G. S. Dobbie (Lieut.-General and
Chairman).
Gerald F. Ellison (Lieut.-General).
Lilian A. Ellison.

John McNee (Corporal).

*]. Gordon Ramsay (Lieut.-Colonel).
*G. J. Scovell (Lieut.-Colonel and Hon-
Treasurer):
A. E. Wentworth-Harman (Lzeut.-General). ~Arthur Smith (Lieut.-General).
James A. Hartigan (Lieut.-General). Monica Smith (O.C.U.).
*Members of the Committee.

Reprinted from ‘‘ Aldershot News,” 21st September, 1945.

A FRIEND OF SOLDIERS.
A TRIBUTE

We have just received from Brig.-General Reginald J. Kentish the following tribute to the
memory of Helen Peirce, O.B.E.:.—

“On the 23rd of August, after a long illness, bravely and patiently borne, there passe"I
peaccfully away in a nursing home not far from her beloved Aldershot, a woman who, for ove?
fifty years, had devoted herself to the welfare and well-being of the soldier, and whose good deed?
and countless acts of kindness to all ranks, irrespective of creed, colour or class, will be remem*
bered for many years to come. |

“ The woman of whom I write was Helen Peirce, O.B.E., whose remains were cremated 1*
the Crematorium at Woking on the 27th ult., in the presence of a few of her most intimate friends
amongst whom were the Hon. Lady Arthur Smith, wife of Lieut.-General Sir Arthur Smitlh
G.0.C. in Persia and Iraq, Licut.-Colonel A. Victor Olphert and Mrs. Olphert, Captain Kno**
Patterson, Mrs. Arthur Crook and a few others.
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~ Born of Irish parents just over seventy-six years ago, Helen Peirce i
}Vlli:v:u- .\(:my through Miss Sandes, of Miss Sandes’s Solgiérs’ Home fame,ﬁ:(ftwcl-?:;: gl;le::)&t(?:]:
e m.lk.LAreferencg below, and coming into close touch with the men as she did, and feeling
her lif‘-(y 'II neec'lkm_‘ tiu-lPr[p and advice of women like herself, led to her decisi(,)n to devote
e ]\'/-[H tirely to their welfare, and no words of mine can tell how fully she attained her obi
. Ty first meeting with Helen Peirce dates back to 1905. i fif SR st
In Dublin with m ' he 1 i o Just on LY years ago, when serving
Ballaghl Boyi s )i/tr:’g;?e:;’dtsgll st Brll(. RoyalhIrlsh hFusﬂlers (the old 87th, or ‘ The Faugh.a:
- — 1IS—known throu 1 2
Rr/lld my battalion had just moved out to Kilbride, g v;t]; vjtlrllt?};)nd Iblvev:lf sAcgtllti?lntthat ‘t}s? fame
ountains, some twenty-odd miles from Dublin, to which each battalion ofrzhe D b[t? 1c_klow
went in turn to fire its annual course and do its company training. It was, as I hm,: ..l'nd .
wild, blea_k spot, tucked right away in the mountains without a house sho;; or si mefl' lizattas,
\g;g}élr; miles; conse?uientlyht_he men just hated the place, and there wasn’t a n%:now;ll;ql;f:l.”'”
118 course and done raining g i ' vin
back Lo I)Il]‘]i[l ElL’iIirl. & I-.”L”I-” bl heartlly glad When he found himself @] his ‘\‘15

“ But grim and cheerless as the life of the me i t i
B ] erl : s n was in that wild spot, it woul
o e powers At b s bt for Helen Peiee who,somchow r o, bad managed
we f d her « ; I. - , 'I_” = ol Ilm._'i the rmy huts, and i as i 1S ‘ i
.I.I.{.” _untuIJ:\Ifll‘.l.lll,[hr:.t TI,I]“.ll ,II\H‘\..I!, I'i;l."l|\' l'[l..w'l_'lll'ﬂ.l'l_[. having turned it into a }{mlr[! (:; I' \1"1-[.I-I.I,I,T,‘}.”!III' {‘Fll:”;
;m-,il cak ~”< te.,, wi ,il‘-l.ll\-]\.lllj“ “1. ._'Ill{'l" could go and be sure of a real welcome and the best rpl'.l:--i
rr ]'I f.. % .h 1 she dispensed all day and every day, uatil her supplies were exhausted X
d, I'm afraid they often were, such was the demand of the men for a hot dri ¥
to eat up in that cold, bleak camp. a hot drink and something

LU ¢ T } . Lxse . :

But there was something of even greater value that
dispensed—something which, 1 rem mber her telling me
was that wonderful smile of hers, which. once seen, was
wonderful smile ever | I h

Duntvmar V [e

Peircy ' (as the men used to eall her)
one day, cost her nothing ! And that
never forgotten, for it was the most

uch, then, were the circumstances ol our first meeting

lioktaas ¢ . with h -
slightest fear of contradiction, that although the men : er, and I can say, without

gled'when thev were o : just hated.Kilbride, and were alwavs
Was leaving behing nihtr;:v&gscelé CaD g, tl:ierehwasI just one thing they didn’t like and that
e Ay etrcy,” and what I am saying of the men of i
10W can be said of the men of every other repi i & N of my regiment
e ment :
Ty a ‘],efy wonderful woman, . 5 ik i o she Rty SoaeE for she
ut 2 )
o Shc”w;t :vc.fsn 1| for long‘ that our men found themselves parted from her, for feeling, I think
and topk. n}.l. to be more in the ¢ centre of things * she moved to Aldershot a year or two later,
Ways, sho l'l:I)la er abode in the grounds of the Cambridge Hospital, where again, with her persuasivrr
ieUt--Gene[--nrglqd S{qm'g;-'{w to get the * powers that be '—in this case, Major-General (and nov(:
Lady E“ison‘ll))‘ ir G, .‘...xson: then M.G.A., the Aldershot Command who, with his wife, n
more spacjoy. ecanlle two of ‘ Peircy’s’ closest friends—to give her a hut, a fine big and ,muocvl\:
S one ¢ 0 . . ] 1
We moved § ne than the one she had in Kilbride—and here we found her again when, in 1908
B [ ’

rom Dyhlj .
ors 3 1n to Aldershot, and, needless to say, our men were delighted.

leaving the .\lL.Jl.'I'.?hC:t, :I.lldl subsequently in the Queen’s Hotel, to which she m :
e remain:;m?:w. idge Hospital, Helen Peirce had full scope for her g’reat gifts, and for soovri: ;ef;z
soldier, sogie. Tying on her splendid work amongst the patients, and being a friend to ever
advice, and o s wife, nurse or member of the R.A.M.C. staff who came to her for her hel an";
asking her adv;:ne, after telling this great-hearted woman what his (or her) troubles wercp anzi
the fovia ice, ever left her presence without a feeling of comfort, cheerfulness and hoﬁe for

the

o I{l'lc
alifieg et Ilrf li.rc‘e\:"was a really remarkable woman, and, in the writer’s opinion, in every wav
L d to rank with those other two great friends of the sailor and soldier, v1z., Miss Agnes
“y Pt

estoq and Miss Sandes. b
05 t‘hle}rhg'reat work. ,
, +hus tribute, I fear, falls far sh i
Standip, ibute, , talls far short of what a tribute to a woman of H irce’
“her s%)l?jlil;htp S should‘be, but I trust that what I have written about her amflﬁr:rlrﬁlrce = o’
rs—and particularly do I refer to the soldiers of the old Regular Army h

oth now long since passed away, but still remembered by some of ys

\H!]lrr]“-.,-;[
those * Old
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ground-
iend.
> others, who knew and saw 1 > of her in her later d than I did, and ti
1st, will send you further tributes to h \
* But whether ti do or not, I feel that I shall be voicing
who knew her in the days of which I write, when I :
ial of her i ng worl r and on behalf of the British soldier

in the main Garrison Church in the Aldershot Command, o

“ Thus will the name of Helen Peir

EDITORIAL NOTES

f_-_,'el“f.-":}}‘ .-I.‘I:I,‘ j;’b-;_,,

Battalion

(&) Training, M

Jattalion Games and Sports. In this connection it is

important Battalion ches should be given, mentioning 1
: r good bowl 3

each match.

(d) Sergeants’ Mess

i.f'} {:“.W'[M*Tﬁl:i

ould be written on one side of paper on
ential.
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