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Editorial

Editor: Col. H. G. Duncombe

Office: Regimental Headquarters, T.A. Centre,

Portsmouth Road, Kingston-upon-Thames

THE summer of 1963 has been a memorable
* and historic season for the two Territorial
Army Units of the Regiment. On [2th July,
at Woking, they were presented with their
new Colours and on the following day they
received, on behalf of the Regiment, the
Freedom of the Borough of Reigate. Fully
illustrated accounts of these splendid cere-
monies are included in this issue.

In April, Brigadier G. R. P. Roupell and
his wife returned from a tour abroad lasting
nearly nine months; their itinerary included
Canada, Australia, New Zealand, and Hong
Kong. In the course of their tour they
established close contact with our Allied
Regiments and also visited the Ist Battalion.
Brigadier Roupell has very kindly written an
extremely interesting account of their tour
and we are delighted to publish his letter.

After many disappointments and postpone-
ments we are at last able to announce that
our new Regimental Museum is open to
visitors. Our greatest handicap in establishing
the Museum has been the complete lack of
suitable manpower. However, the three
retired officers on the staff at R.H.Q. are now
fully experienced in the crafts of furniture
moving, picture hanging, and exhibit shuffling.
We owe a measure of sincere thanks to Mr.
J. Chenery and Capt. Bob Berrow; the
former for his exquisite signwriting and
skilful carpentry, and the latter for having
devoted most of his weekends for the last
year to the mammoth task of unpacking,
checking, and sorting of exhibits. We include
some notes on the Museum contributed by
the Curator, Major F. J. Reed.

This year has seen an innovation in the
training of our T.A. personnel. A detachment
of the Regiment’'s T.A.E.R., the ** Ever
Readies,” was flown out to Hong Kong to
spend a two weeks’ training period with the
Ist Battalion. The officer commanding the
detachment, Major D. G. Wilson, has
contributed an exceptionally interesting
account of their experiences.

In the ¢ Blitzkreig > in France and Belgium

in the spring and early summer of 1940, the
1/6th Queen’s lost their drums; during the
last year efforts have been made to locate
their present whereabouts or to discover thelrf
fate. The story of the search, and its result
has becn written for us by Capt. A. H. L.GQ-
Clayton. It is both interesting and historical-

With the publication of this issue Volume l_
of the Regimental Journal is complete.
seems to bc the appropriate moment for the
cditor to express his thanks to our readers or
their support, his gratitude to the sub-editors
for their co-operation, and his appreciation
to Mr. D. Levy, of our printers, for his advic®
and assistance.

Honours and Awards

On behalf of all past and present members
of the Regiment we offer sincere congratuld®
tions to the recipients of the following
Honours and Awards announced in the
Birthday Honours List, 1963:

Companion of the Order of the Bath-
Major-General F. J. C. Piggott, C.B~
C.B.E., D.S.O.

Commander of the Order of the British
Empire.
Brigadier M. Forrester, C.B.E,, D.S.0-
M.C.

Officer of the Order of the British Empire:
Lt-Col. J. W. P. Llewellyn, O.B.E.

Officer of the Order of the British Empir®
(Civil Division), Lt-Col. A. J. Sullivan
O.B.E.

TRUCIAL OMAN SCOUTS
RENDEZVOUS LONDON

The Scouts have recently established #
central meeting place in London where pa°
and present members, irrespective of il
can meet over a pint of ale or the like.

The place is “ The Crown situated ":
Brewer Street, London, S.W.l. It is D€
approached from Piccadilly Circus and
just behind the Regents Park Hotel. )

It is thought that Scouts and Tl‘r”“:]
Scouts living in or passing through LO"d”I1
might conveniently use the Crown early ©
Friday evenings or at midday on Saturdays:
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Presentation of Colours

To the 3rd & 4th Battalions The Queen’s Royal Surrey Regiment, T.A.
at Woking on the 12th July, 1963

HE Presentation of New Colours to the

two Territorial Battalions of the Regiment
Marked the final stage in the formation of the
two battalions consequent upon the amal-
&amation of previous units under the 196!
feorganisation of the Territorial Army. The
rd Battalion was formed by the amalgama-
llon_ of the former 565 Light Anti-Aircraft
Regiment, R.A. (part of which had once
been the 4th Queens); the 5th Queens and
the 6th Queens. The 4th Battalion was
formed from the amalgamation of the 6th
Surreys and the 23rd London Regiment.
lhe Battalions first started training together
Carly in 1961, and it was decided that they
should receive their new Colours at the end
of their 1963 annual camp.

The new Colours are similar to those of the
Ist Battalion, with the addition of the
Battle Honours * Festubert, 1915 and

Gaza” and on the Regimental Colour of the
4th Battalion the addition of the Royal
Tank Regiment badge, commemorating that
Part of the history of the 23rd London

egiment when they were a tank regiment.

Her Majesty’s Lieutenant of and in the
County of Surrey, the Right Honourable
The Earl of Munster, P.C., K.B.E., did the

egiment the honour of presenting the new

olours. Preparations for the ceremony be-
8an at the end of 1962, and although they
Involved many conferences and much detailed
Planning, they were enthusiastically taken on
N addition to the normal training commit-
Ments of both battalions.

Full scale rehearsals began as soon as both
battalions arrived at annual camp at the end
of June, and were continued daily throughout
the camp in an atmosphere of ever increasing
Interest and enthusiasm for the parade,
Coupled with anxiety for the weather which
deterjorated as camp progressed. On the
[2th July, after a cloudy and very uncertain
Morning, both battalions moved to Woking
Football Ground, where, by 2 p.m. the
Stands were filling with spectators. At

-10 p.m. the Advance was sounded and the
battalions marched on to the parade, Jed by

Photo by The Surrey Comet

R.S.M. R. L. W_ildgoosc handing the Old Colours to
Ensigns of the 3rd Battalion

their combined Bands and Corps of Drums,
over 70 in number playing “ A Life on the
Ocean Wave.” After the parade had formed
up the Adjutant handed over to the Parade
Commander, the senior of the two Com-
manding Officers, both of whom took post
in front of the Guards. Shortly before
half-past-two the Army Commander, Lt.-
General Sir Roderick McLeod, K.C.B.,
C.B.E, arrived and was received with a
General Salute.

At exactly half-past-two the Lord Lieu-
tenant, accompanied by the Colonel of the
Regiment, and the honorary Colonels of the
two battalions, came on to the Parade
ground and mounted the dais. A Royal
Salute was given, and the Parade Com-
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mander, moving forward to the dais, reported
the parade present and ready for inspection.
After the inspection, the music for which
included “‘ Scipio,” the Lord Lieutenant
returned to the dais, and the Parade Com-
mander gave the word of command ‘“ Troop.”

The Band and Drums marched across the
front of the four guards in slow time to
*“ Les Huguenots ”’ and then countermarched
in quick time to ‘“ Bonnie Dundee.”

The Escort then left its position on the
right flank of the parade and moved across to
receive the Old Colours. The 10 ensigns,
six from the 3rd Battalion and four from the
4th Battalion, received the Colours from-the
Regimental Sergeant Major, the National
Anthem was played and the Escort, with the
Colours in their care, moved off to the
strains of the ‘* Huntingdonshire Slow
March.” As they entered the ranks of
No. 4 Guard on the left flank, the Parade
Commander brought the parade to the
‘“ Present,” this position being held until the
Escort had regained its place on the right
flank and had also saluted the Colours.

No one can watch the marching off parade
of Old Colours without emotion, and none
present on that day will ever forget the last
appearance on parade of the 10 Colours, the
oldest of which dates back to 1909. On the
command ‘ March off the Old Colours,”
the 10 Ensigns moved forward from the
Escort, and having completed a left form
marched past in line across the front of the
parade in slow time to *‘ Auld Lang Syne.”
As they approached the dais, all 10 Colours
were lowered together and held so that they
hung just clear of the ground, with pikes
parallel to the ground, for 20 paces as they
passed in front of the Lord Lieutenant.

Then they were again raised into the
Colour Belts, a gust of wind blew them clear
of their pikes as if to give the parade and
spectators a last view of them, and then
joined by their Escort, they disappeared from
view.

For a moment the parade, with the New
Colours still cased and looking like great
black rockets, seemed incomplete and almost
empty.

Then two piles of drums were formed, and
colour returned to the scene as the new
Colours, their rich gold embroidery catching

the sunlight, were uncased and laid across the
drums. The parade formed a hollow square
and the Venerable Archdeacon I. D. Neill,
C.B., O.B.E., M.A., Chaplain to the Queen,
Chaplain General to the Forces, came¢
forward with his Assistant Chaplain and the
two Battalion Chaplains, to consecrate the
new Colours. He asked for God’s blessing
upon them. All then said the Lord’s Prayer,
and the Chaplain General then said the
Prayer of the Regiment. After the service
was over, the Lord Lieutenant came forward,
and taking a Colour in turn from each of the
Field Officers who had lifted them from the
drums, presented them to the four waiting
Ensigns. He then returned to a position il
front of the Colours and addressed the parade-
He said the trooping of the Old Colours will
have recalled the memories of the honours
gained by past battalions, and that he knew
the New Colours would inspire the sameé
devotion. He then commanded the battalions
in the name of Her Majesty The Queen, t0
take the Colours into safe keeping. The
Commanding Officer of the 3rd Battalion 11
reply said they would endeavour to be worthy
of the great trust they had received, and of th¢
great traditions handed down to them. The
Commanding Officer of the 4th Battalion
said that the new Colours finalised their
amalgamation and would always represent
their loyalty and devotion to Sovereigh
Country and Regiment.

The New Colours were then marched back
into the space between the two Guards
furnished by their respective Battalions
The parade with the New Colours, then
marched past by Guards in quick time to the
Regimental Marches * Braganza > and * Las$
O’ Gowrie.” The parade back in line oncé
more, an Advance in Review Order was
ordered by the Parade Commander, the Band
playing *“ The British Grenadiers.” A last
Royal Salute was given, the Colours slowly
lowered to the ground, and the Lord Lieu-
tenant left the parade. The Guards then
marched off by battalions to ‘ Braganza,
*“ A Southerly Wind and a Cloudy Sky,” an
“ My Boy Willie.” A historic parade had
ended.

The Battalions were then hosts to a very
large number of guests and spectators at tea-

A. H. Le Q.C.
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Parade State

Commanding Officers of the Battalions
3RD BaTTALION: Lt.-Col. J. W. P. Llewellyn, O.B.E.
4TH BATTALION: Lt.-Col. J. F. Sherrard, T.D.

Officer Commanding the Parade
Lt.-Col. J. W. P. Llewellyn, O.B.E,

Parade Adjutant
Major J. R. Gill

Regimental Sergeants-Major
3RD BATTALION: R.S.M. R. L. Wildgoose

3rd Battalion, The New Colours

4tH BATTALION: R.S.M. F. B. Oram

The Queen’s Colour
Lt. B. M. Sidwell
C/Sgt. T. G. Shuff, C.S.M. F. J. Burrows
; No. 1 Guard
Major R. C. H. Saunders, T.D.
Major D. G. Wilson
Capt. D. A. Robinson
C.S.M. J. B. Homersham

The Regimental Colour
Lt. J. F. A. Pullinger
Sgt. G. L. Evans

No. 2 Guard

Major R. E. C. Brookes, T.D.
Major T. E. Parsonage, T.D.
Capt. J. H. Napier-Ford
Capt. D. H. Miller
C.S.M. H. J. Guest

Lt. H. A. N. Clark
2/Lt. M. Baird

Lt. A. B. Daly

Sgt. M. R. Nason

4th Battalion, The New Colours

The Old Colours
Lt. A. W. Cutcher
Lt. J. C. Stoddart
Lt. P. J. Dorey
Sgt. L. S. Duncan, Sgt. L. C. Ridley

The Regimental Colour
2/Lt. R. M. Arnold
C/Sgt. E. F. Ryder

. No. 2 Guard
Maj.or J. S. D. Wright, T.D.
Major W. E. McConnell, T.D.
Capt. J. W. Ennis, T.D.

Capt. P. R. H. Thompson
C.S.M. H. A. J. Coombe

The Qucen’s Colour
Lt. A. W. Fairhead
C/Sgt. L. M. Wood, M.M., C.S.M. J. Partridge
: No. 1 Guard

Major J. A. R. Mitchell

Major P. Labbett, T.D.

Capt. J. W. Brewster

Capt. C. J. S. Cullum

C.SM. L. H. Jelley

The Old Colours
Lt. G. M. R. G. Sinclair
2/Lt. P. E. Marchant
Sgt. H. A. Goble

Lt. J. B. Harmon
Lt. R. w. Harrington
Sgt. 0. J. Hyman, C/Sgt. A. J. Locke
Bandmasters

3RD BATTALION: W.O.1 F. W. Braddick 4tH BATTALION: W.O.1 A. H. Pearce

Drum Majors

4TH BATTALION:
C/Sgt. H. L. Stuart-Williams, M.B.E.

In attendance and handing over the New Colours
3RD BATTALION

3RD BATTALION:
Sgt. V. St. J. Colley

Major D. B. Pullen, T.D.

Major J. H. S. Burgess
CSM. L. A. Fuller a

C.S.M. W. G. Edwards

] 4TH BATTALION
Major J. H. Johnson, T.D.

Capt. J. W. Francis
R.Q.M.S. G. A. Hurley

0.R.Q.M.S. A. R. Scriven, M.B.E.
Holding the Old Colours
3RD BATTALION
Sgt. J. A. Bryan

4TR BATTALION

Sgt. W. M. Woods Sgt. T. W. R. Quinnell

C/Sgt. F. Hodgin C/Sgt. A. G. Francis
Chaplains on Parade
CONDUCTING THE SERVICE
The Venerable Archdeacon I. D. Neill, C.B., O.B.E., M.A,, Chaplain to the Queen, Chaplain-General to

the Forces

IN ATTENDANCE
The Reverend A. V. Kingston, O.B.E., Q.H.C., Assistant Chaplain-General, Eastern Command
The Reverend D. Landreth, T.D., M.A., C.F. (T.A.), Chaplain to the 4th Battalion
The Reverend R. C. L. Pilgrim, M.A., C.F. (T.A.), Chaplain 1o the 3rd Battalion
r The Reverend C. B. McKenna, O.B.E., T.D., S.C.F. (RC) Eastern Command
he Reverend H. Hughes, C.F. (T.A.), Attached to Headquarters Royal Engineers 44 (HC) Division/ District
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The Trooping of the Old Colours The New Colours

I.’Imlo by The Croydon Advertiser
The New Colours of the 4th Battalion in the March Past

Photo by The Croydon Advertiser

R.S.M. F. B. Oram handing the Old Colours to Ensigns of thc 4th Battalion

Photo by The Croydon Advertise? » Photo by The Surrey Comet
The 10 OId Colours dipped in salute as they march off parade for the last time The Advance in Review Order
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Colour Presentation Parade

The following letter was received by the
Colonel of the Regiment from Mr. R. W. Strong,
managing director of James Walker and Co.
Ltd. Lion Works, Woking.

19th July, 1963.
Dear General Metcalfe,

Thank you for your letter of the 17th July
expressing the thanks of all ranks of the
Queen’s Royal Surrey Regiment for the use
of the Woking Football ground for the
Colour Presentation Parade on the [2th July.

This was most certainly a most memorable
ceremony and both my wife and 1 would
like to thank you and your officers and men
for asking us to be present to witness it.

I was most impressed with the ceremony
and the organisation and effort which had
obviously been put into it, apart altogether
from the excellent execution of the Colour
trooping itself. Still believing, as I do, that
Britain is the greatest country in the world
as regards moral fibre and the basic will and
ability to carry through to the end those
things which we judge to be our duty, and
having been severely shaken by some recent
much publicised events, I must say that the
presentation parade did much to restore my
confidence in the will of our young people
to serve their country and to do their duty.

No damage has been reported to me and
the members of our staflfl who witnessed the
parade and the dress rehearsal were also full
of praise for a very successful event. 1 will
convey your words of gratitude to the
members of our staff who helped you and |
know that they will be very pleased to read
your kind words.

Yours sincerely,

(Signed) R. W. STRONG.

Please make a note of
the date

Final copy for the May 1964
issue should reach the Editor
by Ist March, 1964

Regimental Service
in Guildford Cathedral

TN perfect weather conditions on Sunday,
1 23rd June, 1963, came past and present
members of The Queen’s Royal Surrey
Regiment, together with their families and
friends, to Stag Hill for a Regimental Service
in Guildford Cathedral.

Early on the scene to make the preparations
was R.S.M. R. L. Wildgoose with a party of
P.S.I.s and N.C.O:s from the 3rd and 4th
Battalions (T.A.). The regimental flag was
hoisted on one of the giant flagstaffs in front
of the cathedral and the saluting dais was
placed in position together with a flagstaff
on which was hoisted a small Regimental flag.

The Service, which began at 11.15a.m., was
combined with the morning service in the
cathedral. With the kind permission and
assistance of the Dean of Guildford, The
Right Reverend G. W. Clarkson, M.A., the

(Continued on page 472)

lioto by W. Demnett, 21 Church Road, Guildford

The Colonel of the Regiment taking the salute during
the March Past. Standing by the dais is The Right
Reverend G. W, Clarkson, M.A., Dean of Guildford
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Members of the Regimental Association in the March Past

Photo by W. Dennett, 21 Church Road, Guildford

Photo by W. Dennett, 21 Church Road, Gm‘l()rd
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Order of Service was specially arranged to
suit the Regimental occasion.

The Regimental representatives with their
families numbered more than 500.

Led by the excellent Choir and the powerful
Cathedral organ, the singing of the hymns was
very inspiring.

The Address was given by The Rev.
R. C. L. Pilgrim, M.A., Chaplain, 3rd Bat-
talion The Quecen’s Royal Surrey Regiment
(T.A)). In the course of his Address he said
* Regiments understand better than most
how to make the best of every man, the
stronger supporting the weaker. Such a first-
class unit as this Regiment, formed from two
rival units, The Queen’s Royal Regiment and

the East Surrey Regiment, both with a long
and valorous history, is both a lesson to the
Church and a demonstration of the Church,
especially to you who come here for your
briefing for the work of the world.”

After the Service, about 300 members of the
Regimental Association,commanded by Briga-
dier A. P. Block, C.B., C.B.E., D.S.0O., and
headed by the combined bands of the 3rd and
4th Queen’s Surreys (T.A.), took part in 2
March Past at which the salute was taken by
the Colonel of the Regiment.

It is intended to make this function an
annual event and Sunday, 2lst June, 1964,
has been booked for next year.

The Freedom of Reigate

THE Freedom of the Borough of Reigate
was conferred upon The Queen’s Royal
Surrey Regiment in the following resolution:

*“ That we, the Mayor, Aldermen and
Burgesses of the Borough of Reigate in the
County of Surrey, acting by the Council,
being sensible of the great record and glorious
traditions of The Queen’s Royal Regiment
and The East Surrey Regiment, now forming
The Queen’s Royal Surrey Regiment, and
being desirous of recognising, cementing, and
fostering the close association which is now
and has for so long been enjoyed between the
Borough and the Regiment, do confer upon
The Queen’s Royal Surrey Regiment in
perpetuity, the title, privilege, honour and
distinction of marching through Reigate on
all ceremonial occasions with bayonets fixed,
Colours flying and drums beating.”

It was decided to hold a special parade to
mark the granting of the Freedom on the
13th July, the day following the presentation
of New Colours to the 3rd and 4th Battalions.
The parade was held in Reigate Priory
Grounds, and the two Territorial Battalions
received the Freedom on behalf of the
Regiment. They paraded with their colours,
combined Bands and Corps of Drums, and
four Guards each of 70 volunteers. The
parade commenced at 10.30 a.m. in fine

Photo by Surrey Mirror Serits

Alderman H. G. Daniels, D.L., J.P., Mayor of
Reigate, handing the Scroll to the Colonel of the
Regiment
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The Freedom of Reigate

. " Photo by un('y Mirror Series
The Colour Party waiting to march on to parade i

Imlo by Surrey Mirror Serics
His Worship the Mayor of Reigate about to carry out his inspection of the parade
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Photo by Surrey Mirvor Serles

The Mayor, accompanied by Lt.-Col. J. F. Sherrard, T.D., during the inspection

drizzle. At 11.45, the Mayor of Reigate,
Alderman H. G. Daniels, D.L., J.P., arrived
and inspected the parade, while the Band
played “ Scipio.” All ranks were wearing
No. | Dress with white rifle slings, gloves and
belts. Against the green of the Priory
grounds this made a most impressive spectacle
spoilt only by increasingly heavy drizzle.

After the inspection the Mayor and the
Colonel of the Regiment returned to the
covered stand where the members of the
Borough Council and guests were seated.
Mr. Heber Davies, the Town Clerk, read the
Borough Council minutes conferring the
Freedom. The Mayor’s speech of welcome,
however, was almost inaudible against the
sound of the ever increasing rainfall. The
Colonel of the Regiment signed the Roll of
the Honorary Freemen of the Borough and
received from the Mayor the Scroll recording
the Freedom. He then ordered the troops to
march off, as the rain had by that time

reached the volume of a very heavy tropiqﬂI
downpour. The parade marched off, with
the Band playing, despite the difficulties, tO
the cover of the trees along Bell Strect.
Here they sheltered and sang popular songs
including ** Singing in the Rain,” until the
buses could reassemble to return them tO
Crookham. The march through the Borough
had unfortunately to be cancelled.

At a Civic Luncheon, at which representa-
tives of all ranks of both Battalions were
present, Alderman Daniels proposed a Toast
to the Regiment, congratulating the troops
on their steadiness on parade and expressing
his regret that the march through the Borough
could not take place. The Colonel of the
Regiment replied, thanking the Borough
warmly for their hospitality and most loyal
support in the past. Messages of greeting
were exchanged with the Ist Battalion, If
Hong Kong.
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A Letter from

Brigadier G. R. P. Roupell, V.C., C.B., D.L.

TO THE EDITOR, THE REGIMENTAL JOURNAL

"THE Colonel of the Regiment has asked me

to write an account of a tour which
Mrs. Roupell and | started last August and
finished in April. | am only too pleased to
do so because the contacts [ made with
members of the Regiment and of our Allied
Regiments may be of interest to your readers.

We left Manchester early in August in a
freighter, sailed down the Manchester Ship
Canal (surely one of the dirtiest and most
evil smelling waterways in the world) and
reached the Irish Sea near Liverpool. From
there we sailed round the south coast of
Ireland passing Kinsale which for me
revived pleasant memories of my early days
in the Regiment; it was there that in 1912 1
joined the Ist Surreys as a Second Lieutenant,
did my time on the square and eventually,
with considerable pride, took over my first
command, No. 4 Platoon of ““ A’ Company.

It was about this time that the establish-
ment of Infantry Battalions was reduced from
eight to four rifle companies. “ A " Company
amalgamated with *“ E” Company and that
brought me into my first contact with
Nobby (A.C.) Clark who became C.S.M. of
the new company and a very good one too.
Nobby has worked his way up from Private
to full Colonel, has been awarded the
D.S.0. and the M.C. and now lives in well
earned retirement in Folkestone: his efficiency
kindness and enthusiasm made a deep
impression on me as a young officer as it
must have done on many other members of
the Regiment.

| have not the space to digress otherwise I
should like to have told you about Mr.
Dorsett, now chairman of the W.O. and
Sergeants Association, Mr. Butler and other
members of the old Ist Battalion in Kinsale
who still regularly attend our reunions.

Our voyage across the Atlantic was
uneventful; there were only 10 other
passengers on board and two unauthorised
travellers, a pair of carrier pigeons which,
blown off course, came on board, very tired,
when we were two days out from Ireland and
sat about on deck, usually near the galley,
until we reached Canada.

We landed at St. John, New Brunswick,
where we were shown the famous * Reversing
Falls.”” At low tide the St. John River pours
into the harbour down a waterfall of 50 feet;
as the tide rises the height of the fall is
gradually reduced until, at high tide, the sea
is actually flowing up the river!

I had served in Canada from 1929 to 31
and now much enjoyed making contact with
a number of old friends as we made our way
across the Dominion. We spent two or
three weeks in New Brunswick and Nova
Scotia and then went on to Kingston,
Ontario. The Royal Military College is
there, somewhat changed since my day as
it now accepts cadets for all the three
services, and also the Canadian Staff College
where Col. Rowley Mans was on the
Directing Staff. He and his wife kindly put
us up during our stay, which we much
enjoyed and we were very pleased to hear a
few weeks ago that Rowley is now going to
command a battalion in Africa.

The Commandant of the R.M.C. gave a
party for my wife and myse!f to which he
invited a number of officers and professors
who had been at the college with me 33
years before, a very pleasant occasion with
lots of “ do you remember?

| had left Canada with a profound admira-
tion for the Canadian soldier and a delightful
impression of the country as a whole and it
was good to be back again.

While at Kingston we took the opportunity
of visiting Fort Henry, close to the College,
which was built in 1812 as a defence against
the Americans; it is now an historic site with
an interesting museum. During the summer
undergraduates enrol in a special Corps,
wear the uniform of the period (1812) and
give displays of the old drill and gun-laying.
Those of you who went to Earls Court
recently will have admired their performance
at the Royal Tournament where a detachment
of the Fort Henry Guard gave a display
similar to what one sees at Kingston, Ontario.

Our next visit was to Major Handley
Geary an old friend of the first World War
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who won the V.C. on Hill 60 in April 1915
whilst serving with the Ist Surreys. We
spent a fortnight with Handley and his wife
at their summer cottage on Soyer Lake
bathing, boating and admiring the maple tree
foliage which was just beginning to change
colour, a remarkable sight; the weather was
hot enough for us to enjoy bathing in the
lake several times a day and most of our
meals were taken in the open air.

From there we caught what was called a
bus but what corresponds in this country to a
luxury coach, to Toronto where we spent
several days seeing the local sights and visiting
the Niagra Falls; my wife and | had both seen
them before but they never fail to impress one
with their size and the enormous volume of
water which pours over the falls day after day,
year in year out. They are of course har-
nessed to some extent and the electricity
generated there is supplied, | believe at a very
cheap rate, to places hundreds of miles away.

While in Toronto we had the pleasure of
meeting Lt.-Col. Johnston the newly ap-
pointed Commanding Officer of The York
Rangers (lst American) one of our Allied
Regiments and got some news of his Bat-
talion. 1 understand that, like us, they have
their recruiting problems and that a con-
siderable part of their training is now devoted
to civil defence.

From Toronto we went on by plane, in a
jet airliner as far as Winnipeg and then in a
small plane on what is called the  Milk
Run ’-—as the plane comes down at various
little towns and villages on its way across the
prairie. This latter flight was particularly
attractive because we flew low all the way and
got a good view of the country-side which in
this part of the world is divided up into square
sectors and from the air looks like an enor-
mous chessboard.

On arrival at Medicine Hat we received a
great welcome from our Allied Regiment The
South Alberta Light Horse. Lt.-Col. Ray,
the Commanding Officer, met us at the airport
and that evening Mrs. Roupell and I attended
a special guest night in the Officers’ Mess at
the Patterson Armouries. It was a great
occasion for us both and we had the pleasure
of meeting all the officers and their wives.

At the end of dinner Col. Ray made some
nice remarks about the Alliance and said
how pleased they always were to see members
of the Queen’s Surreys in Medicine Hat;
Col. Mans and Major Pepperall had already
paid them visits and he hoped that other

members of the Regiment would follow suit.
In my reply | told them about our regimental
customs and said how delighted we should be
to entertain any of their officers and their
wives when they came to England, qualifying
my remarks with the hope that they would not
all come at the same time. A very delightful
evening: my only regret was that after dinner
1 failed to hit the nose of the antelope whose
head hung on the wall over the mantlepiece
in the ante-room when 1 was placed about
10 ft. away, given an unopeted bottle of
champagne and told to hit it with the cork.
The prize for hitting the antelope’s nose
was the bottle of champagne but such was the
hospitality of our hosts that I in no way
suffered as a result of my bad marksmanship-
The following evening we were again en-
tertained in the Officers’ Mess and paid a visit
to the Sergeants’ Mess where a ball was in
progress. The R.S.M. very kindly presented
us with a copper tray and a set of coasters, all
bearing their regimental crest. The previous
night the officers had given to my wife a very
attractive regimental brooch of the S.A.L.H.
and to me a handsome Alberta plate de-
corated with a map of the Province and the
Regimental crest; delightful souvenirs of 2
memorable occasion. )
Col. Ray has done a fine job in raising the
Regiment from Squadron to Regimental
status and now has the honour of command-
ing what is acknowledged to be one of the
most efficient units in the country. This
alliance has a particular interest for me be-
cause it was first authorised during my term
of duty in Canada 33 years ago, the connec-
tion being that both Regiments, The East
Surreys and the South Alberta Regiment had
the same number, the 31st Regiment of Foot.
During the remainder of our stay in
Medicine Hat we were well looked after and
entertained by members of the Regiment at
lunch, tea and dinner and even at one€
splendid breakfast which, appropriately
enough after a rather late guest night.
started off with a *“John Collins” ! We
carried away the most happy memories of our
Allied Regiment and are most grateful for
their kindness and hospitality.

After a short stay at Calgary we moved on
through the Rocky Mountains, where one
sees some of the most beautiful and majestiC
scenery in the world, to British Columbia.
In Vancouver we contacted Major Basil
Favelle, a late member of the Regiment, who
kindly put us up for a few days: when he
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left the Regiment he settled out there and is
now Secretary to one of the Branches of the
Canadian Legion. 1 had a letter and a
’phone call from Mr. (late Sgt.) Thomas
Connolly but unfortunately we were unable to
meet; he sounded in good form and sent his
regards to old friends in the Regiment.

And so on by freighter to Hong Kong
where we spent three happy weeks with my
son and his family. We found lst Battalion
in good heart and, as usual, doing well in the
sporting world. A day or two after we
arrived we watched the Battalion hockey
team beat the Gurkha Rifles and in so doing
win the championship of the Colony; the
Queen’s Surreys had a good side which played
well together and they thoroughly deserved
their win. We also watched some enter-
taining games of rugger against visiting ships
of the Royal Navy in one of which Capt. Tim
Rogerson after a magnificent run down the
field almost scored a try but at the last
moment crashed into the goal post which he
found rather harder than his head; he came
out of hospital some days later, we hope none
the worse for his dashing display.

The Remembrance Sunday parade gave us
the opportunity of seeing the Battalion on
parade and they put up a fine performance,
as one would expect. Members of the
Sergeants’ Mess kindly invited us into their
Mess on two or three occasions, including a
cheerful party after the 5th November
firework display and | was pleased to renew a
number of old acquaintances and to meet the
new members.

While in Hong Kong we found, besides the
st Battalion. a number of other people
connected with the Regiment; Col. J. A. H.
Saunders now the manager of the Hong Kong
and Shanghai Bank served with the Ist
Surreys in North Africa where he gained the
M.C. when, with two sergeants, he charged
with the bayonet an enemy M.S. post. He
was later transferred to the Lancashire
Fusiliers where he won the D.S.O. for
gallantry in the field.

Miss Eileen Woods will be remembered by
members of the Ist Surreys who served in
Hong Kong between 1923-26. She and her
sister both of whom sang remarkably well
used to entertain the troops with concerts
and were very popular. Miss Woods still has
the most happy recollections of those days
and asked to be remembered to any of her
old friends who still survive.

1 metJC.S.M. Crowther at the Happy

Valley Race Course during one of the
meetings; he is now serving with the Royal
Hong Kong Defence Force and, | understand,
finds time to do a good job of work with the
Hong Kong Defence Force in between race
meetings.

Another old Surrey in Hong Kong was
Major Dickinson who with 29 years service
claims to be one of the oldest serving members
of the Regiment; some of you may remember
him as a sergeant in 2nd Battalion in Malaya;
he is now Staff Captain at Command H.Q.
but proposes to retire soon and return to
England. Col. T. MacD. Baker’s son John
is also out there; he did his National Service
with the Surreys and will be remembered for,
amongst other things, the number of runs
he made for the Regiment; he is still making
a lot of runs, for the Hong Kong Cricket
Club now and it was good to see him again.

Our time in Hong Kong passed very
pleasantly and all too quickly with bathing,
picnics in the new territories, visits to the
Officers’ Mess etc., and in mid-November we
left for Australia. The freighter in which we
travelled called at a number of small ports in
North Borneo to pick up logs; these were
mostly teak and weighed from eight to ten
tons apiece and it was no mean feat to pick
them out of the water, swing them inboard
and settle them into the hold especially when,
as often happened, the length of the log was
greater than the opening to the hold. Having
filled the hold the natives then piled the
logs on deck and although we were very low
in the water we had a reassuring feeling that
we could not sink.

In Sydney we had a delightful welcome
from our Allied Regiment, The Royal New
South Wales Regiment. As our readers are
aware both the City of Newcastle Regiment
and 17th/18th Battalion The North Shore
Regiment are now, with other units, amalga-
mated under the above title. Col. Pike and
Lt.-Col. Mackell came to meet us at the
airport; the former had command of the
17th/18th Infantry Battalion and now com-
mands the new Regiment; the latter is an old
friend who still remembers attending one of
our regimental dinners at Claridges some
years ago; he got home about 2.30 a.m. the
following morning but this was entirely due
to misleading instructions from the staff of
the Underground railway and the hospitality
of the Regiment had no bearing on the
matter at all, or so Col. Mackell would like
us to think.
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A few days later Mrs. Roupell and | were
entertained to a dinner party at the United
Services Club attended by a number of
retired officers of the Regiment and a few of
the serving officers with their wives, another
pleasant occasion for my wife and myself.
At the end of dinner Col. Pike and General
Cameron said how pleased they were that
H.M. The Queen had approved the alliance
between the Queen’s Royal Surrey Regiment
and the New South Wales Regiment. On
behalf of General Metcalfe | told them how
delighted we were to have them as an allied
regiment and so maintain our old connection
with members of The City of Newcastle
Regiment and |7th/I8th North Shore Regi-
ment and expressed the hope that when any
of them come to England they would make
themselves known to us personally and to our
Regimental H.Q. Since then we have already
had the pleasure of entertaining Col. Johnston
and hope that more of them will come later.

One of the many interesting people we met
that evening was Capt. Nobbs who, though
totally blinded in the First World War, has
completely overcome his disability and
carries on as if he had normal sight. [ had
met him when he visited the Regimental
Depot at Kingston in 1932 as a representative
of the 17th/18th Fort Battalion, and during
this last war he was appointed chairman of
the committee to look after blinded men of
the three services on their return to Australia.
He and his committee have done splendid
work in organising the training and re-
establishment of these men in civil life and
amongst other things they have arranged for
a number of them, totally blinded. to play
cricket! Capt. Nobbs gave me a little book
he had written about the work of his com-
mittee which is of great interest: if anyone
would care to apply for it | should be happy
to send it on loan.

During our stay in Sydney members of The
Royal New South Wales Regiment did all
they could to make our visit a pleasant one
and we are most grateful for their hospitality
and sight-seeing drives. We were taken to
see various well-known bathing beaches
where surf-riding is a popular sport and we
saw a remarkable display by one of the many
“ life-guard ” teams, voluntary organisations
for safeguarding the bathers.

From Australia we flew to New Zealand
where, thanks to Mr. Bays who had given me
his address, [ was able to meet another old
2nd Battalion man Mr. W. S. Jones. He and

his wife live in a small country town called
Shannon where they both play a prominent
part in ex-service and local welfare
organisations.

Mr. Jones enlisted in The East Surrey
Regiment as long ago as 1904, he served for
17 years in the British Army, including the
Great War in which he was Mentioned in
Despatches for gallantry in the Middle East
campaigns and then went out to New
Zealand. When the last war broke out he
joined up again and served for another 3
years before going into what he might well
consider to be honourable retirement; a fine
example of service by one who still remembers
with pride his early days in the Regiment.

From New Zealand through the Panama
Canal to Trinidad, in the West Indies where
we stayed with my cousin in Fort George;
in his garden he still has some old cannons,
marked George 1l and George 111, which
helped to defend Port of Spain in the early
days of our colonisation. When my cousin
first took over the property he thought that
it would be nice to have some of the old can-
non balls around the guns so he offered a
small reward for each ball found in that
neighbourhood. The local inhabitants en-
tered enthusiastically into this game, carried
up armfuls of cannon balls every morning,
removed most of them that night and re-
appeared with more armfuls the next day-.
My cousin soon found that although large
supplies arrived daily his piles of cannon balls
grew no bigger and the game was called off.

And so, in our last freighter, back to
England.

It has been a wonderful tour the pleasure
of which has been greatly enhanced by the
opportunity of meeting so many men con-
nected with The Queen’s Royal Surrey
Regiment.

G. R. P. ROUPELL.

8TH BATTALION THE QUEEN’S ROYAL
REGIMENT 1914/1918

To celebrate the SOth anniversary of the
formation of the Battalion the date for next
year's reunion dinner will be changed from
May (Cup Final Saturday) to the 12th
September, 1964 and on this special occasion
the wives of members will be invited.

Full details will be sent later but meanwhile
will all members interested please write to
G. F. Steadman, 14 Wynchgate, Southgate,
London, N.14, (Hon. Secretary).

Colours in the Making

The Colours :

&
are those which were presented to the 3rd and 4th Battalions (T.A.) on 12th July, 1963

Embroider&ss&c at work on the new Colours in the workroom of Messrs. Hobson ’and Sons.
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| st Battalion

The Queen’s Royal Surrey Regiment

Commanding Officer
2IC o i
Adjutant ;
Quartermaster ..
R.S.M.

ANOTHER six months has gone by and
now the thoughts of the Battalion and
many of its activities are orientated to the
move home, leave over Christmas, and the
subsequent move to Germany, where the
Battalion is due to join 6th Infantry Brigade
at Munster. Now that troopships are no
longer in service all these moves are to be
done by air, the main body leaving Hong
Kong in a series of aircraft over the period
20th to 30th November and moving on
Germany during the period 13th—17th
January, 1964. Regrettably, the days of the
arrival and departure of Battalions with a

band playing on the quayside and the
Regimental flag flying from the masthead are
over, and therefore, too, the days of formal
welcomes and farewells on board ship. The
modern way will certainly be swifter, but
whether it will be better we shall not be able

Lt.-Col. E. G. Woodman, M.C.
Major J. W. Scwell

Capt. H. M. Hare

Major J. W. Kemp

W.O.I R. L. Wildgoose

to say until everyone and all our stores are
safely together again in Munster.

Looking back over the past six months, it
seems to have been a time of only a few big
events, but many small events, and members
of the Battalion have been busy in many
fields. We started the period with the final
exercise of the Hong Kong Training Year,
when for the first five days of March the
Battalion operated as enemy to the complete
strength of 48 Gurkha Brigade Group in the
*“ Colony Exercise” set by Headquarters
Land Forces. This entailed operation over a
wide front and an eventual falling back to
hold a part of the *“ Gin Drinkers Line " in
the hills above Kowloon, where the British
and Indian Battalions of the Hong Kong
Garrison first stood against the invading
Japanese Divisions in December 1941. The
final morning of the exercise saw hordes of

3 o wj o
Arrival of the new Commander British Forces

Air Commodore J. N. Whitworth, C.B., D.S.0., A.O.C., inspecting the Guard of Honour during his return call

on the C.B.F. The Officer commanding the Guard of Honour is Major D. Abbott
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Arrival of the new Commander British Forces, March, 1963
Lt.-Gen. R. W, Craddock, C.B., C.B.E., D.S.O. inspecting the Band

Gurkhas pouring over our positions regard-
less of umpires and general orders to expend
blank ammunition, and the training season
came to an end in a blaze of unavailing
musketry and thunderflash explosions. “ A ”
Company however, one must report, were
still inviolate on Golden Hill, although their
Company Headquarters area had been
shared for some considerable time by a
Gurkha Platoon, whose Commander had
been told to get to the top of the hill, and
who refused to accept all directions that he
had accomplished the impossible.

After the intensive field training that had
been completed since Christmas everyone
was glad to get back to a steadier life at
Stanley and Lyemun. But after a short
period of getting rid of the exercise dust, the
main part of the Battalion was soon fully
engaged on rehearsals and preparations for
the Queen's Birthday Parade which took
place on 26th April. The Battalion again had
the duty of parading to receive His Excellency
The Governor, and symbolically Her Majesty,
and then firing the * Feu de Joie.”” For this
four guards and the Colours paraded under
the Commanding Officer, while a mechanised
column under Capt. S. T. W. Anderson took
part in the march past. Once more the
Battalion received high praise for its drill,
bearing, and turnout, but this as always was
only achieved by the hard work put into the

preparations by all ranks. As the rehearsal
programme again included a number of
early morning parades in Kowloon, involving
getting up at 3 a.m. at Stanley, there was a
good deal of relief when it was all over.

This period before the Queen’s Birthday
Parade also saw in chronological order a
full guard of honour being provided under
the command of Major D. Abbott for the
arrival of the new Commander British
Forces, Lt.-General R. W. (now Sir Richard)
Craddock ; the change over of ** A” Com-
pany to Stanley and " B Company to
Lyemun; a Battalion 1.S. exercise followed by
a Garrison one, and the visit of the ™ Ever
Readies.”” This last, which may be reported
elsewhere from the T.A. angle, was from our
point of view an exciting regimental ex-
perience and the enthusiasm and willingness
to learn of the whole detachment was most
impressive. The Infantry Detachment for
Hong Kong was under the command of
Major D. G. Wilson of the 3rd Battalion.
with Capt. D. A. Robinson also of the 3rd
Battalion as his assistant, and consisted
entirely of men of our two T.A. Battalions,
to whom were added four members of the
A.C.C., one of whom, Sgt. Hiles, had served
in Hong Kong with the Somerset Light
Infantry as far back as 1928. After a two-day
journey out by R.A.F. Britannia the detach-
ment arrived on the afternoon of Friday,
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Relations with Stanley Village Kaiphong
Lt.-Col. M. A. Lowry, M.C., speaking at the Kaiphong Tin Hau Festival Dinner

19th April and left us again to return to
England and civilian life on Monday, 29th
April. There was no time available for
any preliminary acclimatisation and we put
the detachment straight to work, and in
spite of the hottest weather of the year up
to then—temperatures in the 80’s—all came
through with only a few minor cases of
sickness. This was greatly to their credit.
Unfortunately, during the stay of the detach-
ment the main body of the Battalion was
fully engaged on the final rehearsals for the
Queen’s Birthday Parade so we were unable
to integrate them into an exercise at Battalion
level, and their training therefore fell in the
main to the care of Training Company,
under Major J. G. F. Naumann and C/Sgt.
Lea. In fact this was Training Company’s
final task as a separate entity, as after this
on Major Naumann’s departure and C/Sgt.
Lea’s transfer to the M.T., ** B> Company
at Lyemun took over the Training Company
tasks. However, even though there could not
be an exercise at Battalion level the pro-
gramme for the detachment was busy enough
with two days of weapon training, a day on
I.S., an assault landing exercise on Lan Tao
Island and two days out on one of Training
Company’s own special exercises over Calf’s
Head and the Buffalo Hills, in the Sai Kung
Peninsula. In 10 days anyway we felt that
all saw a considerable amount of the Colony
and in aggregate climbed a good many
thousands of feet, and if any of them come
again to the Ist Battalion in the next year or

so we feel they will be relieved like us that
Europe is, in general, a good deal flatter than
Hong Kong. One certainly hopes that
opportunities will occur again for similar
joint training exercises to be carried out, as
there can be no doubt that for both sides
many valuable lessons can be learnt and
regimentally it is all to the good that relations
between the Battalions of the Regiment can

Relations with Stanley Village Kaiphong
Lt.-Col. M. A. Lowry, M.C.,, with Mr. Cheung Shul
Ting, Chairman of the Kaiphong, after presenting a

shield from the Battalion, April 1963
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be cemented through joint experiences sharcd
together.

With the Queen’s Birthday Parade over and
the T.A. detachment returned to England we
were able and ready at last to get down to the
individual training season, which in Hong
Kong comes in the summer. But before we
started on this we had that major item in a
Battalion’s life when one says farewell to one
Commanding Officer and welcomes another.
Lt.-Col. M. A. Lowry, M.C. assumed
Command of the Battalion at Colchester in
November 1960 and took it to Aden for the
Tercentenary Year and then on to Hong
Kong in 1962 before leaving us on 7th May
this year. Throughout his tour of Command
he worked selflessly and continuously for the
good name of the Battalion and the Regiment,
and the high reputation the Battalion gained
first in Aden and then in Hong Kong rested
a great deal on his personal endeavours,
example, and attention to detail. Besides all
he did in the purely military sphere he found
time to represent the Battalion at just about
every sport at some stage of his command,
including turning out at full back for the
Rugger side on one occasion last winter—
the first time he had played for 16 years. He
also found time to get married, and it was
sad when the time came for he and Mrs.
Lowry, to leave us. We wish them both
very well, and hope that they are happily
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settled at the School of Infantry, Warminster,
and enjoying a not so busy time as they had
with the Battalion.

To replace Col. Lowry we welcomed
Lt.-Col. E. G. Woodman, M.C. on joining
the Regiment from The Queen’s Own Buffs,
and he was joined by Mrs. Woodman a week
later. The new colonel immediately confirmed
the plans for individual training, which were
largely based on the likely role of the Battalion
in Germany. It is understood that the
Battalion will be A.P.C. equipped there, and
therefore the main emphasis throughout the
summer has been on driver training and
signal training, which has included regular
out of hours training for all officers, Warrant
Officers and Sergeants. We have also started
learning the German language afresh, offi-
cially under Capt. M. E. Girling and
voluntarily under Mrs. Bennett, the wife of
Cpl. Bennett, ** H.Q.” Company. The annual
round of improving weapon training, range
shooting and classification, and doing the
individual physical efficiency tests, both on
land and in the water, has of course also
figured prominently in training programmes.
We have also dealt with the usual Hong
Kong tasks of forces guards and penetration
patrols, while in May we entered two teams
for the *‘ Round the Colony Race.” These
teams were found by “ H.Q.” Company
under Capt. S. T. W. Anderson and “ A”

The Queen’s Birthday Parade, 26th April, 1963
The Battalion marching off parade
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Company under 2/Lt. C. M. Howard. The
race this year called for more varied military
skills than last year, and although again the
top places in the race result were filled by
Gurkhas, both teams competed with credit
and, but for a map reading error by one of
the section, the ‘“ H.Q.” Company team
would have come well up the results table.
As another varying interest in July, 2/Lts.
J. A. Winterfeld and D. M. Tucker took off
the Battalion Junk and some canoes with 10
men of *“ C” Company to explore the very
under-populated north-east coast of the
colony, which can only be reached from the
sea or by foot. Then to finish with the’
training aspects of life August brought the
annual inter-Platoon I.S. competition won
by No. I Platoon of ** H.Q.” Company, and
then a full turnout of the Battalion for a
defence and patrolling exercise in the Lo
Wu training area of the new territories. We
seemed to have chosen two of the hottest
and most humid days of the summer for this,
and for some it well lived up to its exercise
name of *“ Summer Trial.”

The story of this last summer has however,
contained one major trial for everyone, in
the shape of the Hong Kong water situation.
This really hit the colony in the first weeks of
May when with the non-arrival of the expected
rains a desperate situation was declared. The
colony then had only about 25 more days of
water available even at reduced rates of
consumption, and drastic measures had to be
improvised. Since then, along with all of the
colony, except for parts of the new territories,
we have had fresh water available for only
four hours in every four days. This naturally,
particularly in a hot and humid climate,
adds considerably to the difficulties of life
and the thought of being able to turn on
taps and have a bath again looms fairly
large in the attractions of the end of the
overseas tour. The water shortage has
however, produced a number of ingenious
improvisations to alleviate the situation,
notably the daily full employment of a
three-tonner to shift sea water up to the
Barracks: this was instituted by the Adjutant,
and received considerable press coverage as
the first of similar schemes in the colony, and
whenever it rains every use is made of small
private dams and buckets to catch all available
rain water.

During the summer in Hong Kong com-
petitive sports in the main are not prominent;
however, mention must be made of the fine

athletics performance by the Battalion team
in May when it took both the Garrison and
Land Forces titles by a good margin, and
also set up a new Land Forces record in the
120 yards hurdles shuttle relay. This success
was largely due to the enthusiasm and
leadership of Lt. A. F. S. Ling and we must
also congratulate him on being chosen by
the Hong Kong A.A.A. as the colony athlete
of the year. This was a well deserved honour.
Also in the athletic field Capt. T. C. Rogerson
has stimulated considerable interest in Tet-
rathlon (Pentathlon without the riding event)
and after a recent and most successful
inter-Company event, which was won after
hard competition by “C” Company, we€
hope to do well with two teams entering In
the Land Forces event early in October.

Swimming, unfortunately, as a competitive
sport has been much curtailed as, due to the
water situation, pools as such have been
closed for most of the summer. However,
with their recent re-opening both our
swimming and water polo teams have been
got together, and in spite of the lack of
practice have put up some creditable per-
formances.

In the water, too, Sgt. Taylor, R.A.P.C.
has introduced a number of people to under-
water swimming, while full use has been
made of the Battalion speed boat for water
ski-ing throughout the summer.

Socially, too, the water situation has put 4
brake on some activities, particularly as due
to this and the Berneo situation, visits by the
Navy to Hong Kong have been very limited.
We have only seen H.M.S. Lincoln, .Ollf
affiliated ship, once, and no Royal Marincs
Commando has been given the opportunity
to come. The small local Navy however,
helped us to celebrate “ The Glorious First
of June,” when, besides the usual Officers
and Sergeants’ Mess functions, we again had
a successful summer fair, which raised £40
for regimental charities.

The * Glorious First of June > this year
was also notable for the publication 0
the first edition of a new Battalion monthly
newspaper ‘* Braganza.” The editor of this
is strictly anonymous, and the relationship
between it and the cditor’s other daily
publication of Part 1 Orders is not noticeably
noticeable. The editor is anyway to be
congratulated on the success of this venture,
and his ability to put the pressure on potentia
contributors. )

Reverting to the social side, it has been nice
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to see something during the past six months
of the Ist Battalion The Royal Leicestcrshire
Regiment, inheritors with us of the traditions
of the British Battalion. They came out on
an emergency move in March, but have
unfortunately been stuck away in a corner of
the new territories throughout their stay.

As final points we should also record that
Major D. R. Bishop has been away from
the Battalion for three months, as he had to
be nominated for a staff job in Borneo for
the period April to June. We, as well as his
family, were glad to have him safely back in
July. We have also just welcomed R.S.M.
R. L. Wildgoose back to the Battalion to
relieve C.S.M. Yonwin, who has com-
petently and effectively acted as R.S.M.
during the period January to August this
year.

Deaths

It is with deep regret that we record the
following:—Pte. Roy Adamson, Signal
Platoon, *“ H.Q.” Company. On 10th July,
1963, as a result of an accident during
training in the new territories. Adamson had
been a member of the Battalion since 1961.

Alan Peter Hicks, aged 5} years, son of
Pte. G. Hicks, “ H.Q.” Company. On
27th August, 1963 as a result of a swimming
accident,

“A” COMPANY

Major D. R. Bishop
Capt. B. D. S. Burton
Lt. J. M. B. Westing
Lt. A. F. S. Ling

2/Lt. C. M. Howard
C.S.M. LR o .. W.0.2 B. Dunkeld
C.QMSS. C/Sgt. R. Riley

Early in the New Year, during a N.A.A.F.].
break, a small and rather furtive group of
officers and men of * A  Company gathered
on the football pitch at Lyemun, and began
pacing distances and assembling something
looking like part of an aircraft fuselage with
an R.A.F. roundel attached. The remainder
of the Company suspiciously downed their
cups of tea and took up well-camouflaged
positions to assess what new devilries were
being cooked up to test their initiative.
Within 10 minutes word had reached Stanley
Fort that toxopholy had broken out in
“A” Company. Only the quick action of
an orderly room clerk, armed with dictionary
and hence the explanation * bow and arrow
shooting,” prevented the management sending

Officer Commanding
21C .. e ..
Platoon Commanders
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off a team of doctors to deal with the out-
break.

Pte. Jones, an experienced hand, who
would have been at home at Agincourt,
led the way with three well placed arrows.
He was followed by Lt. David Hutt, fresh
from his Support Weapons course. He was
appointed Company Archery Officer for
being rash enough to mention that he had
once read a book about Robin Hood. His
three arrows disturbed the air in the approxi-
mate area of the target but left it unmarked.
The Company Commander, too, had
obviously been reading about Robin Hood
for, before firing his first arrow, he murmured,
* Where this arrow falls, there bury me.”
Since the arrow fell at his feet the grave-
diggers would not have had far to walk. His
second arrow nearly brought down a Boeing
707, the third would have got a derisory red
flag from the butts on a rifle range.

The present state of affairs is that a
Company committee is examining the organi-
sational and administrative problems involved
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