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Foreword

By the Colonel of the Regiment

1t was in May 1960 that the first issue of
the Journal of The Queen's Royal Surrey
Regiment made its appearance, carrying
on the example set for it by the two dis-
tinguished Regiments whose amalgamation
it marked. In its short life it has maintained
the old high standards, despite mounting
difficulties and costs.

It now falls to me to write the Foreword
to this, its last issue.

On 3lst December 1966, the Home
Counties Brigade ceases to exist and is
reborn as The Queen’s Regiment. The
reasons for this are set out in an article
which appears on another page, and which
will appear in comparable publications of
our sister Regiments.

It is a major milestone in Regimental, and
Army, history ; but it is worth pointing out
that it is but one more milestone in the
long and continuous unfolding of our
Regimental life. The only thing which is
constant in the Army is change. And if
we do not change with the times, we die.

There were some who, perhaps, viewed
amalgamation in 1959 with foreboding.
But the results proved them wrong, and |
can state without fear of contradiction that
the various units of the Queen’'s Surreys,
whether they be Regular or Territorial, are
second to none in efficiency and morale.
Drawing on this experience it is now for us
to enter into our new life with high spirits
and high confidence. For serving soldiers,
it means ensuring that the unit of the Regi-
ment in which they serve is the best that they
can make it. For those of us, who have
retired, let us give the new Queen’s Regiment
all the support that we can. We in the
Queen's Surreys have valuable experience of
amalgamation to draw on, and we should
make it readily available when opportunity
oceurs.

In conclusion, 1 know that | speak for all
when 1 say that we are indeed fortunate in
joining with such distinguished old Regiments
to form the new Queen’s. At one time or
another most of us, serving or retired, will
have served with or alongside the Buffs, the
Queen’s Own, the Royal Sussex or the
Middlesex, and will have good friends among

them. As this new chapter of our history
begins, it is appropriate to remind ourselves
that while our motto is ‘* Pristinae Virtutls
Memor ', equally appropriate is the motto
of one of those Regiments with whom W€
join—* Quo Fas et Gloria Ducunt ™.

.

—-_———_—.‘—___’-/

Major-General.
Colonel, The Queen’s Royal Surrey Regiment:

Editorial

Editor : Major P. G. E. Hill

Office : Regimental Headquarters, TA Centr6,
Portsmouth Road, Kingston-upon-Thames

This is the last issue of the Journal of
The Queen’s Royal Surrey Regiment which
has been published twice a year during the
seven years of the Regiment's existence. 19
our contributors and friends who have
supported, encouraged and criticized us, W€
say thank you. We should also like 10
thank Mr D. Levy of F. J. Parsons, Ltd, oW
publishers, for all the help and advice he
has given us in the production of our Journal:

Of particular interest in this our ﬁnaI
issue, are the Colonel of the Regiment$
Foreword, an article tracing the developmen®
of The Queen’s Regiment and a summary 9
the history of the Ist Bn The Queen’s Roy#!
Surrey Regiment from 1959 to 1966. }

The Journal of The Queen’s Regiment will
be published monthly by Regimental Head-
quarters, Howe Barracks, Canterbury, Kent.
to whom inquiries should be addressed:
The cost is expected to be £1 per yeah
postage free. The new Journal will catef
for past and present members of the Regimen!
and monthly publication will ensure the
contributions are topical and have news
value. In addition to news from the Regula!
Battalions, the T and AVR 1l Battalion ant
the T and AVR 11l units, the new Journd
will contain news from existing Regimentd
Associations. Secretaries of Old Comrade
Associations are therefore invited to sen
their reports and news items to us at Kingston

for onward transmission to the new Edito”
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at Canterbury.

A good deal of the interest in a Regimental
Journal lies in its news of individuals, anec-
dotes, letters to the Editor and items of
Regimental interest. This we shall en-
deavour to provide by the publication of a
Queen’s Surreys News Letter, under the
auspices of the Queen’s Surreys Regimental
Association. We intend to produce this in
May and November, and invite all our
existing contributors and correspondents to
send us matter for publication by Ist March
and [st September annually. The existing
Journal subscription of 6s/0d a year will be
applied to the News letter for the time being.
Contributions should be sent to :—

Regimental Headquarters
The Queen’s Regiment
(Queen’s Surreys Office)
Portsmouth Road,
Kingston upon Thames, Surrey.
In conclusion, we wish all success to the
Editor of the Journal of The Queen’s Regi-

ment when the new publication goes to
press.

The formation of
The Queen’s Regiment

INTRODUCTION

On the 31st December 1966 the Home
Counties Brigade will become The Queen’s
Regiment. It is important that all members,
both serving and retired, of the new Regiment
fully understand the reasons which led the
Council of Colonels to recommend to the
Army Board that Her Majesty approve the
Proposal to form a Large Regiment.

The basic and current military factors
behind this decision were enumerated in the
broadsheet announcing the formation of the
new regiment, and will be further amplified
in this article. The article will also trace
briefly the evolution of the infantry of the
line from their conception as regiments with
territorial links up to their present status.
By so doing one can view the change to a

arge Regiment in its true historical per-
Spective and not only in the light of con-
temporary military affairs.

Historical Background

During their early history regiments had
no formal territorial links and obtained
their recruits from any county they chose.
It was not until 1782 that regiments were
linked with counties. These alliances were
initially shallow in nature but grew stronger
and were given their true meaning by the
Cardwell Reforms. Under these reforms
several important new concepts evolved.
Regiments formed depots, some amalga-
mated, numerical titles were made subsidiary
and county or regimental titles were adopted.
Although this reorganisation, resulting in
the surrender of numerical titles and changed
insignia, caused indignation and disagreement
at the time, the advantages soon became
apparent. In particular the new organisation
allowed regiments to maintain a battalion
abroad and one at home, thereby producing
greater choice and flexibility in postings.
Territorial bonds were cemented by further
reforms when county militia battalions
became part of their county regiments ; and
at the start of this century affiliated Volun-
teer battalions were also integrated and
organised as the Territorial Force. The
Cardwell system of linked home and over-
seas battalions naturally went into abeyance
during the First World War but afterwards
it functioned satisfactorily until the 1939-
1945 War, when the raising of new battalions
and the crossposting of reinforcements
again made it unworkable.

After the 1939-1945 War the reduction of
regiments to one battalion, recruiting diffi-
culties and the necessity of reinforcing
battalions according to theatre requirements
led to the introduction of the Group system.
Under this system the seven regiments,
including the Royal Fusiliers, in The Home
Counties were administratively grouped to-
gether. Interposting between regiments was
introduced, and certain recruit training
centralised. This system, never entirely satis-
factory, had by 1951 evolved into the basic
reorganisation of The Home Counties Brigade
with its own headquarters at Canterbury.

Brigade System

In 1957 National Service was abolished
and the then Army Council, in order to
reduce the number of infantry battalions, to
one which could be adequately manned,
ordered certain regiments to amalgamate.
By the end of 1962 the present regimental
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structure of The Home Counties Brigade
had been founded. Four regiments had
been amalgamated and the Royal Fusiliers
transferred to the Fusilier Brigade. In
conjunction with these historic regimental
events fundamental changes occurred in the
functions and organisation of the Brigade.

Financial considerations forced the closing
of individual regimental depots as training
establishments and manpower shortages,
coupled with defence commitments, required
greater flexibility in regulating battalion
strengths than could be effectively achieved
under the Group system. In order to meet
these requirements the Brigade system evolved
as it is today, embodying many of the
functions of a Large Regiment. Each Regi-
ment was allowed to retain a Regimental
Headquarters which continued to provide
the county link and to execute their traditional
regimental functions. Recruits are now

enlisted into The Home Counties Brigade,
trained centrally at the Brigade Depot and
posted to regiments according to operational
and manpower demand. Senior officers and
NCOs are on a common seniority roll and
their promotions, postings and appointments

are considered on a Brigade basis. Recruiting
into the four regiments is directed and
organised by the Brigade Headquarters.
Dress is on a common basis and thc cap
badge is standard.

The Large Regiment Concept

In 1962 the Army Council examined the
existing organisation of the Brigades of
Infantry with a view to creating further
fiexibility to meet the changing needs of
future strategy. They decided that the
Infantry of the Line should be encouraged
to move voluntarily toward the Large
Regiment by a process of evolution. It was
made clear that the adoption of the Large
Regiment concept would in no way make
the regiments concerned more liable to be
selected if subsequent reductions in the
number of infantry Battalions had to be
cffected. When considering this suggestion
the Council of Colonels had to bear in
mind the courses that now face the infantry
as a whole. There appear to be three ;
that the Brigade system should remain as
currently constituted ; that Large Regiments
be formed ; or the formation, in the future,
of a ** Corps of Infantry . This last course
had something to recommend it, providing

could retain thelr
Colonels-in-Chief and  Colonels, their
alliances with other Regiments and their
insignia. However, it was doubtful, if all
these traditional links could be retained, and
moreover the County connections, which have
come to mean much, would be lost. The
reorganisation of the Territorial Army was
an added complication, the problem of the
viability of a one Regular Battalion Regiment
remained, and perhaps more important stitl,
the Depot system would require complete
reorganisation. Therefore in the absence of
any authoritative views and any apparent!
official move towards a Corps of Infantry,
the Council of Colonels considered that this
course eliminated itself.

existing Regiments

The first course, to remain as we are, had
both advantages and disadvantages. Each
Regiment could retain its existing connec-
tions, insignia, alliances etc. Although much
has been done to make the Brigade systen
work, as outlined above, the fact remamne
that the Brigade consisted of four different
Regiments. The Depot was not a tru¢
“ Regimental Home ”, despite the efforts Of
Depot Commanders, and the organisation
of Regimental functions in England was
difficult when the Regular Battalions were
overseas. In view of thesc considerations
the Council of Colonels felt that the creatiof.
of a Large Regiment best fitted the nceds ol
today and also provided, particularly if the
risk of Global war is remote, the best
insurance policy against the future. Th¢
decision was made easier by the fact that all
four existing Regiments recruit much the
same type of man from within the Hom¢
Counties ™.

In conclusion, therefore the following arc

the main reasons for their decisions. First
the fact that although the present Brigad®
system carries out many of the direct
functions of a Large Regiment in sucl
matters as recruit training, common promo-
tion rolls and cross postings, regiments ar¢
only loosely bound by Brigade tics. Secondlys,
that by voluntarily acting upon the wishes 9
the Army Board the reorganisation could b
accomplished in our own time and LOI"l
certain extent on our own terms. Thirdiy,
that the reduction and reorganisation of th®
Territorial Army, with the single ArmY
Volunteer Reserve Battalion for the Hom™
Counties, with one company based in €4¢ !
of the four counties, logically fitted th®
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Large Regiment concept. Fourthly, that
in view of the current uncertainties in defence
policy, it was considered that a Large
Rf:giment would be a more flexible organis-
ation and therefore better positioned to
meet any reductions or expansions that
might become necessary. Fifthly, it would
supply a Regimental Home in the form of a
truly Regimental Depot at Canterbury—a
long felt want. In this way the old Regi-
ments would continue to exist and carry
fqrward their best traditions, whilst com-
bining to form a modern and viable organ-
Isation.

Finally, the Council of Colonels was
assured by the Chief of the General Staff
that it remained the policy of the Army
Board to encourage all Regiments to adopt
the Large Regiment organisation.

The Journal of
The Queen’s Regiment

To coincide with the formation of The
Queen’s Regiment on 31 December 1966 a
new Journal, to replace all existing journals
in the Brigade, will be published, starting
with its first edition in January 1967.

It will be known as * The Journal of
The Queen’s Regiment” and it will be
published monthly at an initial cost of 2/-
per copy, or £l per annum, including
Postage.

One of the Retired Officers on the staff
of the new Regimental Headquarters at
Canterbury—Major Guy Weymouth, has
been appointed editor and he has written as
follows :—-

* * 3

To :—All future members of The Queen’s
Regiment and all past and present
members of the Regiments from which
it will be formed.

From :—The Editor-designate of ¢‘ The
Journal of The Queen’s Regiment.”’

Dear Reader,

As you know, the Council of Colonels of
thc; Regiments now in The Home Counties
Brigade has ruled that, among other changes
which are to come into effect upon the
formation of The Queen’s Regiment on 31
December 1966, a new Journal is to be

produced to replace ‘“ The Journal of The
Queen’s Royal Surrey Regiment”, “Invicta”,
“The Roussillon Gazette ” and * The Die-
Hards .

It has also been decided that the Journal
will be called ‘ The Journal of The Queen’s
Regiment ’ and that yours truly is to be
the Editor.

Many of you have been subscribing to
your own Regimental Journal for a very
long time and have grown to love it ; indeed
you would be less than human if you did
not feel some sadness at the passing of what
many of us have looked upon as the embodi-
ment of a tangible link with our own particular
comrades.

I am very conscious of this and although 1
naturally look forward to the creative aspect
of the job as editor of a new venture such as
this, 1 shall always strive to present a fully
representative magazine which will include
matters of interest, not only to new members
of the Regiment, but also to all of you who
have faithfully supported your own Journal
in the past.

The scope and style of our new Journal
will evolve in the light of experience, and,
I hope, from collective bargaining between
us, but because I feel it is important that
the Journal should contain items of news
value, [ hope we shall see in its pages up-to-
date accounts of the exploits of all four
Regular battalions, the Regimental Depot
and all our Territorial battalions and ACF
Units.

News of local interest and of the Old
Comrades Associations will appear in the
Journal from contributions sent to me by
the Secretaries of the present Regimental
Headquarters in Surrey, Kent, Sussex and
Middlesex, all of which will remain as County
Offices of The Queen’s Regiment, to ensure
that traditional County links are maintained.

So you see, although the new Journal will
necessarily have more pages than its pre-
decessors, | hope you will find in it a lot
to interest you. Let us hope that you will
say (as fathers are alleged to say when their
boy gets married), ‘“ Ah well dear, we
haven’t lost a son but gained a daughter .

We have gone into the question of costs
as far as we can and | am hoping we shall
be able to keep to a sales price, including
postage of 2/- per copy, or £} per annum
(12 copies) for as long as possible. This
price is, however, liable to increase if costs
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should rise.

Some of you will have been accustomed
to a lower subscription rate for your Regi-
mental Journal, particularly where Journals
have been produced only twice a year.
Remember however, the new Journal will
be a monthly publication and it will thus
keep you more closely in touch with events
concerning both serving and retired members
of the Regiment alike. The small extra
cost therefore should, I think you will agree,
be well worth it.

Our first issue, in January 1967, will be a
bumper number and of considerable historical
interest. If you are serving with one of the
Regular battalions, you can obtain your
copy from the Orderly Room or Company
Office, but for all others who would like to
receive ‘“ The Journal of The Queen’s
Regiment > regularly, PLEASE LET ME
KNOW AS SOON AS POSSIBLE.

Yours sincerely,

(Signed) Guy WEYMOUTH.

Editor’s Note

A meeting of editors of all the four existing
Journals was held in London during October
to discuss with Major Guy Weymouth ways
and means by which we can support the
new Journal.

Subscribers to the Journal of The Queen's
Royal Surrey Regiment need have no fear
about losing touch with news of local
interest. As Major Weymouth says, bulletins
from our Regimental Association and former
Old Comrades Associations and the Army
Cadet Force units will continue to be
published in the new Journal.

Contributors should continue to send
articles to me and I will see that Major
Weymouth receives them for publication.
Contributions should reach me by the Ist of
each month, starting in January 1967.

I would therefore ask you all to support
“The Journal of The Queen's Regiment ™
whole-heartedly right from the start.

Please let Major Weymouth know as
soon as possible if you wish to have ‘‘ The
Journal of The Queen’s Regiment *’ sent to
¥gz7with effect from the first issue in January

His address is : The Editor, The Journal
of The Queen’s Regiment, Howe Barracks,
Canterbury, Kent,

Moss

Bros

COVENT GARDEN, W.C.2
THE COMPLETE MAN’S STORE

Please note our Sam Browne
belts can be broken in
upon request

Open Thursdays till 7p.m.

Nearest station Leicester Square (&

Branches throughout the country

We are official tailors to the Queen’s Royal Surrey Reg

—

simé
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Record of Ist Battalion

The Queen’s Royal Surrey Regiment
October 1959 to December 1966

fhe Battalion was formed by
: i the amalgamation of | Queen’s
and 1 Surreys on l4th October 1959 at Bury
St Edmunds, Suffolk : | Queen’s having
arrived from Iserlohn in Germany two weeks
before the official date of amalgamation.
The new battalion, approximately two thirds
of which were National Servicemen, was
commanded by Lt Col G. A. White, MBE
who up to amalgamation had been com-
manding | Surreys.

On l4th April 1960, Colours
wd were presented to the new
battallon by His Royal Highness Prince
Philip, Duke of Edinburgh. The presentation
was shortly followed by parades in Kingston
upon Thames and Guildford where the
Regiment received the Freedom of both
Boroughs. The affiliations of the Queen’s
and the Surreys to HMS Excellent and the
Royal Marines respectively were continued
by the new battalion.

The Battalion moved to Colchester on
15th May 1960 and were the first occupants
of the new Hyderabad Barracks. Shortly
after arrival the barracks were officially
opened by the Secretary of State for War,
the Right Honourable Christopher Soames,
and a plaque to this effect with the Regiment’s
name inscribed on it is to be found on the
wall at the main entrance. Whilst in
Colchester the Battalion was in 19 [nfantry
Brigade and part of the United Kingdom
Strategic Reserve.

In November 1960, Lt Col M. A. Lowry,
MC assumed command and a week later
a company group sailed in HMT * Dunera ”
to relieve a company of The Royal Highland
Fusnhers at Mukeiras on the Yemen border.

1961 The remainder of the Battalion
f followed in January 1961, also
in HMT “ Dunera ”’ and relieved The Royal
Highland Fusiliers at Waterloo Lines, Khor-
maksar. Apart from the company group
stationed up country, the Battalion’s role
in Aden was mainly one of internal security.
Except for the Kuwait troubles in July 1961,

in which the Battalion assisted from Aden
with the resupply of our forces in Kuwait,
the period passed peacefully. Whilst in
Aden the Battalion celebrated the Regiment's
Tercentenary, and in December 1961, Her
Royal Highness Princess Alexandra of Kent
inspected the Battalion to mark the occasion.
It was during this period that the call up
for National Servicemen was discontinued
and the proportion of Regular soldiers
started to increase.

f 1962 ! In February 1962, the Battalion

ot moved to Hong Kong and
occupled the barracks at Stanley Fort, with
one company at Lyemun overlooking the
entrance to Hong Kong harbour. This
move by sea was one of the last by troopship
the Battalion sailed in HMT * Oxfordshire *
in her one from last voyage. On arrival in
Hong Kong the Battalion took part in the
Annual Queen’s Birthday parade in which
it was the “ Feu de Joie > Battalion, as it
was again in April 1963. In July 1962 it
provided a guard of honour for President
Sukarno of Indonesia.

The Battalion was affiliated to 48 Gurkha
Infantry Brigade in Hong Kong and again
its main role was internal security. But it
was also deployed on border patrols and
in May 1962 was fully engaged in refugee
control on the frontier, when the Chinese
opened the border in an attempt to embarrass
the Colony. During its stay the Battalion
carried out many exercises in the rugged
hills of the New Territories. In September
1962 the Colony was hit by typhoon
‘“ Wanda ™ and the Battalion was committed
in coping with relief. Amongst the
Battalion's sporting achievements in the
Colony was the winning of the Army and
Inter-Services Hockey and Boxing Cham-
plonshlps in both 1962 and 1963.

i 1963 i In May 1963 Lt Col E. G.
i, i Woodman, MC assumed com-
mand of what was by then an all Regular
battalion. A farewell Beating Retreat to
the Colony, attended by His Excellency
The Governor, was given in September 1963
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and the Battalion left Hong Kong by air
at the end of November. After taking
home leave over the Christmas of 1963 it
reformed again at Oxford Barracks, Munster,
Germany, where it relieved the 1st Bn The
King’s Shropshire Light Infantry in 6
Infantry Brigade of 2nd Infantry Division.

On arrival in the
s | British Army of
the Rhine the Battalion took on the role of
an armoured personnel carrier battalion
equipped with armoured one-ton vehicles.
During 1964 and 1965 the Battalion was
re-equipped with the most modern infantry
equipment, including the Vigilant Guided
Anti-Tank weapon, and it was great credit
to the modern Regular infantry soldier that
he mastered his new role with confidence
and professionalism. In June 1965 the
Battalion moved to Canada by air for six
weeks training at Camp Gagetown, New
Brunswick, under 3rd Canadian Infantry
Brigade. The Battalion had a remarkably
successful period of training in Canada
showing itself to be of a very high standard
both operationally and administratively. It
also excelled in sport and convincingly won
the 3rd Canadian Infantry Brigade Dominion
Day inter-unit Sporting Competition. During
this period in Canada the Battalion was also
able to establish contact with our Allied
Canadian Regiments, The Queen’s York
Rangers and The South Alberta Light
Horse.

i 1966 |  In November 1965 Lt Col J. W.
i ek Sewell took over command
and converted the Battalion from wheeled
armoured personnel carriers to the tracked
armoured personnel carriers—the AFV 432—
which arrived during the first half of 1966.
The latter half of 1966 saw the Battalion
exercising in the British Army of the Rhine
fully equipped as a modern Armoured
Personnel Carrier Battalion, fulfilling its
role as part of the North Atlantic Treaty
Organisation Forces in Europe.
* * *

1964 and 1965

Listed below are those who filled some
of the key appointments in the Ist Battalion
from 1959 to 1966 :—

Second-in-Command
1959-1962 Major J. B. C. Palmer, MC
1962-1963 Major J. W. Sewell
1964-1965 Major D. R. Bishop
1965-1966 Major G. Mason

Adjutant
1959-1962 Capt M. N. O'D Pereira
1962-1964 Capt H. M. Hare
1964-1966 Capt T. L. Trotman
1966 Major J. G. W. Davidson

Quartermasters
1959 Major G. C. Forman and
Major J. W. Kemp

1960-1964 Major J. W. Kemp and Lt
D. H. P. Fraser

1964-1966 Major J. W. Kemp and Capt
F. B. Oram

1966 Major J. W. Kemp, MBE,
Capt F. B. Oram, Capt
D. H. P. Fraser

Regimental Sergeant Major
1959-1961 WOI F. B. Oram
1961-1962 WOI P. J. Collman, MBE
1962 WOI P. Floyd
1962-1963 WOI K. Yonwin (Acting)
1963-1966 WOI R. L. Wildgoose
1966 WOI L. B. Wilson

Historical Records

In this, the last issue of the Journal of
The Queen’s Royal Surrey Regiment, W¢
make a special appeal for regimental historical
records for our Regimental Headquarters and
Museum. The following will be especially
welcomed :—

a. Official Regimental Histories,

The Queen’s Royal Regiment—
Volumes | to VII only.

The East Surrey Regiment—Volumes
I and IV only.

Histories of the London Regiments
Service Battalions and Territorial units:

Army Lists, prior to 1920.

Books by Regimental authors on opera-
tions in which the Regiment took part:

Original documents and letters with 2
Regimental interest.

The Regiment will be prepared to defray
cost of postage.

JOURNAL OF THE QUEEN’S ROYAL SURRLY REGIMENT 357

Honours and Awards

On behalf of all past and present members
of the Regiment we offer sincere congratu-
lations to the recipients of the following
appointments announced in the Birthday
Honours List, 1966 :—

Officer of the Order of the British Empire :
Colonel R. S. N. Mans, OBE.

Member of the Order of the British Empire :
Major (QM) J. W. Kemp, MBE.

Our congratulations also go to Major
W. I. H. Faulder on the award of the Terri-
torial Efficiency Decoration.

Items of Interest

Visitors to Regimental Headquarters

Major Handly Geary, VC, and his son,
Commander Neville Geary, Royal Canadian
Navy, paid a surprise visit to RHQ on 2ist
July 1966. Whilst visiting the Rcgimental
Museum, Major Geary was able to show his
son the bayonet which he removed from a
sleeping German during one of his * one-
man > trench raids in 19!5, and also the
cartoon that appeared in the * News of the
World * relating to the incident.

A few weeks after Major Geary's visit,
his old platoon sergeant on Hill 60, Charles
Piper, called at Regimental Headquarters.
Mr. Piper, an extremely active 79, arrived
on a motor cycle and paid a visil to the
Regimental Museum. His service as a
Regular soldier dates back to February
1909. Any old 1st Surreys who would like
to get in touch with Mr. Piper should write
Lo 30 Chester Avenue, Whitton, Twickenham,
Middlesex.

The Old Contemptibles

The last national parade of the Old
Contemptibles was held in St Paul’s
Cathedral on Sunday, 22nd May, 1966.
The annual national parade is bcing dis-
continued because the effort has become
increasingly difficult for veterans in their
seventies. ln the ranks of the final parade
were Brigadier Roupell, VC and Mr W. H.
Parsons, MBE. We hope we shall see our
old veterans at Regimental functions for
many years to come.

Donations

The Regiment acknowledges with grateful
thanks a donation of £100 from Major
General J. Y. Whitfield, CB, DSO, OBE,

This generous gift from the last Colonel
of The Queen’s Royal Regiment will be used
for specific Regimental purposes at the
discretion of the Colonel of the Regiment.

Glorious First of June—Cyprus

Capt Keith Burnett and Capt Paul Gray
gave a Drinks Party in Limassol on the
evening of Ist June 1966. Major and Mrs.
Ray and Captain and Mrs. Ridger travelled
over sixty miles from Dhekelia SBA to
complete the Queen’s Surreys Party. The
Royal Navy was represented by Commander
Paul House (RNLO Cyprus) and other
officers of the Senior Service from Cyprus
and Malta. Major General R. L. T. Burgess,
CBE, DSO (GOC Cyprus District) and sixty
Army and Royal Air Force officers and their
ladies helped the Royal Navy and officers
of the Regiment to celebrate the Glorious
First of June in fine style. The evening
was concluded by a Regimental Supper
Party.

General Sir Charles Monro

Older members of the Queen’s will be
interested to know that General Sir Charles
Monro’s medals are exhibited in the Indian
Army Room at the Royal Military Academy,
Sandhurst. His full-dress uniform, dress
sword and his saddlecloth are exhibited in
the Regimental Museum at Regimental
Headquarters.

History of The Royal Tank Regiment

Members of the 23rd London Regiment
who served in the 42nd Bn Royal Tank
Regiment, may be interested to hear that
a short history of The Royal Tank Regiment
has recently been written, entitled *“ To the
Green Fields Beyond™.

The book may be obtained from RHQ
The Royal Tank Regiment, | Elverton
Street, London, S.W.l. The cost is 5/-
a copy and all profits go to Regimental
Charities.

* *

The wheel has gone full circle for Colonel
H. G. Duncombe, DSO whose service in
the Army began over 50 years ago. Pre-
parations for the Sunday parade of the
Military Knights in St George's Chapel,
Windsor, include the polishing of no less
than 48 buttons.
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Regimental History

Major R. C. Taylor, who was on the
strength of the Ist Bn The East Surrey
Regiment throughout the whole of the 1939-
45 War, has written an account of the
activities of the Battalion. The narrative is
entitled ** Seven Sunrays—a reference to
the seven Commanding Officers of the Ist
Surreys between 1939 and 1945.

Duplicated copies of * Seven Sunrays’
will be obtainable from Regimental Head-
quarters, probably during 1967. A charge
of a few shillings may have to bc made to
cover production expenses and postage.

Anyone wishing to have a copy of Major
Taylor’s account should apply to Regimental
Headquarters by 31 Jan 67.

* * *®

Older members of the Queen’s will be
interested to hear that Mr and Mrs W. W. M.
Cribbes emigrated on Ist November to join
their family in Australia. *“ Mac” Cribbes
will be remembered as ORQMS both of the
Depot and the 2nd Battalion. We wish
them all health and happiness and a peaceful
retirement ** Down Under’. Their address
will be 20 Grand Road, Frankston, Victloria,
Australia.

* *

Mr J. E. A. Thomas of Combined Service
Publications Ltd who handles the advertising
side of the Regimental Journal, has dis-
closed he is an old member of the Regiment.
As 6138076 Bdsm J. Thomas, he served in
the Band of the 6th Bn The East Surrey
Regiment (TA) from 1924 to 1926. After
service as a Regular in the Royal Engineers,
Mr Thomas served as an Intelligence Officer
in the Royal Air Forcc during the 1939-45
War.

* * *

The Fiftieth Anniversary of the Institution
of the Military Medal was commemorated
by a Parade and a Special service in West-
minster Abbey on 24th July. Among those
who attended were T. E. Lawson and G.
Leader, Queen’s and W. H. Ives and A. W,
McGowan, Surreys.

* * *

Mr E. H. Mandeville (ex 6133967, Sgt, The
East Surrey Regiment) has been admitted to
the Star and Garter Home, Richmond.
Mr Mandeville, who served in the Regiment
from 1907 to 1928, brings the total number of
Regimental representatives at the Star and
Garter to eight.

In this our final issuc of the Qucens$
Surreys Journal it seems appropriate to sen
greetings to two of our oldest and most
distinguished personalities who have been 2
part of our Regimental life for as long as
anyone can rcmember.

General Sir Ivo Vesey, KCB, KBE, CMG,
DSO, who was Colonel of The Queens$
Royal Regiment during thc years of the
1939-45 War, recently celebrated his 90th
birthday. A tribute to the General appcars
elsewhere in this Journal.

Lady Longley, whose husband Major
General Sir John Longley, KCMG, CB,
was Colonel of The East Surrey Regiment
from 1920 to 1939, will be remembered by
many old Surreys for her splendid work for
Regimental Prisoners of War between 1914
and 1918. Lady Longley, also in her
nineties, still takes an active interest in the
affairs of the Regiment, and has been for
many years a benefactor to the East Surreys
Regimental Chapcl at Kingston-upon-
Thames.

% *® w

Mr W. F. Quartermain, who is the Presl-
dent of the Lewisham Branch of the Old
Contemptibles Association, was laid low
by a sudden illness in May. We hear N¢
has made good progress and we hope It
will not be long beforc he is able to resume
his normal activities.

THE EAST SURREY REGIMENT
MEMORIAL CHAPEL

For a number of years Mrs Madge Blunden:
the widow of Major A. C. Blunden of The
East Surrey Regiment, has been embroidering
kneelers for the Kegimental Chapel in Al
Saints Church, Kingston-upon-Thames. 1 he
kneelers are worked in the old Regimenta:
colours of maroon, buff and black and
embroidered with selected Battle Honour$
of the Regiment. Mrs Blunden has pro-
duced no less than fifteen covers, the mos!
recent, * Italy 1943-45 ", being completed 1M
September 1966.

Mrs Blunden's devoted work forms a
valuable addition to this beautiful 15t8
Century Chapel which is in daily use.
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Continued Search of the Lamb

By BriGapier A. P. BLock, CB, CBE, DSO

Since my article which appeared in Vol.
2, No. 4, of the Journal of November 1965,
I have continued my researches in (wo
directions :—

(a) The Braganza Connection. To establish,
as | hoped, that the Lamb or the Paschal
Lamb was the Crest of Queen Catherine
or the Badge of the House of Braganza.

(b) The Rowe Connection. To connect Lieu-
tenant Colonel Henry Rowe, who com-
manded the Queen’s in 1689, with a
Rowe Family who had the Paschal
Lamb as their crest. For some Regi-
ments in the early days did take their
badge from the armorial bcarings of
one of their early Colonels.

It is my endeavour now to set forth my
findings in both these directions, not only Lo
aid future enthusiasts for Regimental re-
search, but also to contribute an article which
will be of Regimental interest to the final
edition of the Queen’s Surrcys Journal.

The Braganza Connection

In reply to much correspondence | have
had the following authoritative and signi-
ficant replies.

(a) From the Royal Academy Exhibition of
the King's Pictures 1946/47, extract
from description in the catalogue of
Jacob Huysman’s Portrait of Quecn
Catherine :

“The Paschal Lamb was the Queen’s
emblem and is still worn by the 2nd
(Quccen’s) Regimenl.”

From the Public Record Oflice dated
4th August, 1965 :

“ The Paschal Lamb was certainly the
badge of the House of Braganza.”
From the ex-President of St John's
College, Oxford, 23rd November, 1964 :
] believe that Catherinc of Braganza
was also a devotee of St John the
Baptist and that is, | think, why the
Queen’s Regiment has the same badge
as ourselves.”

From the Catholic Truth Society, dated
5th January, 1965 :

“1 have made enquiries (from the
College of Arms) and find that the
emblem of the Lamb was the House
Badge of the House of Braganza ™.

(c) From Symbols and Signs by Arnold
Whittick, published 1960, page 32 :
*“ For example, the Paschal Lamb of the
Qucen’s West Surrey Regiment was the
Crest of Catherine of Braganza, wife of
Charles 11, after whom the Regiment was
named at its foundation in 1661 ™.
Page 203 :

““ It (the Paschal Lamb) was well known
as the Badge of the 2nd Queen’s Surrey
Regiment .

From Walton’s History of the British
Standing Army, [660-1700, published
1894, page 12 :

“It is now the Second or Queen’s
Regiment of Foot and it still retains the
Crest of the Paschal Lamb. This Crest
was a national emblem of Portugal and
appears Lo have been selected as a
compliment of the Queen’s nationality,
and as a suitable insignia for the Regi-
ment bearing her name .

From The Encyclopaedia Britannica
(Eleventh Edition) under Kirke, Percy:
“On the evacuation of Tangier <Kirke’s
Lambs’ (so called from their badge)
returned to England ™.

In (he cases of (a), (b) and (d) | have
challenged the cvidence, saying that this is
just what the Regiment would like to discover.
In every case the answer has been to the
effect that no direct evidence can be produced
without further research, but that the
established tradition has been accepted.
This points to the fact that therc may have
been an established tradition. Perhaps some
future research, aided by a good deal of
fuck, will bc able to produce the answer.
In the case of (e) the author has promised
further research.

But I have discovered three pieces of
circumstantial evidence which are important,
(a) There is a portrait, already rcferred to,

in Windsor Castle of Queen Catherine
by Jacob Huysman with four lambs, two
in the foreground, two in the back-
ground. (This is reproduced in this
article).

Apparently Catherine set the fashion for
Ladies of the Court to be painted with
Jambs within their portraits.
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(b) T have discovered without rcasonable
doubt that St. John the Baptist was the
Patron Saint of King John 1V of Portu-
gal, the first of the Royal Braganza
Line, and fathcr of Qucen Catherine.
He was the fourth John of Braganza
in the dircct line of descent. Wher-
ever St John the Baptist is the Patron
Saint there is to be found, as a Crest or
symbol, the Lamb. (A photograph of
the statue of St John the Baptist extant
in the Chapel of the Braganza Foun-
dation at Vila Vi¢osa in Portugal, is
reproduced in this article.)

In July 1966, Lieutenant Colonel Des-
mond Lang, Royal Artillery, British
Military Attaché in Portugal, visited
the Palace of Guimaraes, fifty kilometres
North-east of Oporto. This was the
property of the Braganza Family. There-
in he found a Pastrana Tapestry sym-
bolising the capture of Tangier by
troops under the command of Don
Joao dc Braganza in 1471, The
mounted troops were carrying lances
the pennants of which were the Cross of
St George, similar to that carried by

Reproduced by gracious permission of Her Majesty The Quectt

the Regimental Paschal Lamb. In an-
other room was a portrait of Catherin¢
of Braganza incorporating what, 10
Portuguese, was described as a Paschal
Lamb. This lamb was in a different
posture from that of the traditionl
Paschal Lamb. | am again indebted
to Colonel Lang for taking the trouble
to follow up my quest. | have asked
him for photographs of these two dis-
coveries with, in addition, an enlarge-
ment of any one figure in the tapestry
which may be of particular interest.
These photographs will not be available
for this issue of the Journal.

This circumstantial evidence seems (O
lead to the influence of Queen Catherine, not
only in giving us the name of * The Queen's
and, for a time after King Charles 1I's deatl,
“The Queen Dowager's Regiment”, bul
also of being responsible directly or indirectly
for our badge. X

I am still in touch with the Vatican-
Through the Bishop of Gibraltar | am en-
quiring into the influence of St John the
Baptist in the old Cathedral in Tangiers
long since destroyed. An armorist of intef-
national repute in Portugal, Marquis de 530
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Payo, suggests that St John the Baptist was
the Patron Saint of that Cathedral. Therc
would, therefore, have been the crest or
symbol of the Lamb or Paschal Lamb in
Tangier between 1662 and 1684.

The Rowe Connection

I am in touch with (wo Rowe families,
one of whom changed its name to Fisher-
Rowe at the end of the nineteenth century.
(The two armorial bearings are reproduced
in this article). It will be seen that there
are plenty of Paschal Lambs here which
could have been taken as our Badge.

The Rowe family cannot trace their line
back beyond 1713 which is only a generation
away from our Henry Rowe. The Fisher-
Rowe’s family tree goes back to 1540. 1
have examined this. Unfortunately there
is no Henry in this tree until 1758, nor any
Army connection at the end of the seventeenth
century. So this line of research, though
most interesting, has led to no definite
conclusion.

The Armorial Bearings of the Rowe Family

The Armorial Bearings of the Fisher Rowe Family

Both families come from the West Country.
The Rowes are mentioned in Parish Registers
in the area of Probus in Cornwall, and
Lamerton in Devon. The Fisher-Rowes
moved from Shobrooke, near Crediton in
Devon, to Thorncombe, near Guildford in
Surrey, about the middle of the eighteenth
century.

Conclusion as in 1966

It will be seen therefore that | am still
doing research in both these directions and
may at some future date contribute a further
article to the Journal of The Queen’s Regi-
ment.

1 am, of course, leaving to the Regiment
all my correspondence both in Regimental
research and in my investigation of the use
of the Paschal Lamb as an emblem world-
wide. | hope that some Regimental His-
torian of the future will continue and
complete where | have perforce to end.
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The Battle of the Somme

This year is the 50th anniversary of the
Battle of the Somme, one of the most bitter
and costly battles ever fought by the British
Army. The battle lasted four and a half
months, and the casualties on both sides
amounted to some 1,200,000 men. The
German Army suffered a severe moral and
physical reverse from which it never fully

recovered.

The opening day, Ist July 1916, will be
remembered by every survivor. After a
heavy and continuous bombardment lasting
seven days, the attack was launched by 13
divisions on a 15-mile frontage astride the
Albert-Bapaume road.

The following battalions of the Regiment
took part in the Battle of the Somme—
Queen’s, Ist, 2nd, 6th, 7th, 8th, [0th and
I1th Battalions ; Surreys, Ist, 7th, 8th,
oth and 12th Battalions.

The 50th anniversary of the Battle of the
Somme was observed by ceremonies an
services of remembrance at Thiepval and
in the surrounding district. The Regiment
was represented by a detachment from the
Ist Battalion under Major J. H. S. Burgess,
MBE and by Brigadier G. H. W. Goode,
CBE, DSO representing the Colonel of the
Regiment. We are indebted to Brigadier
Goode for the following account of the
ceremonies :—

50th Anniversary of the Battle of the Somme

The ceremonies to commemorate the
Battle of the Somme took place between the
30th June and 3rd July 1966 near Albert in
France. There were four separate cere-
monies :—

30th June The Canadian Ceremony at

pm Newfoundland Park, Bcaumont
Hamel followed by a Retreat
and the illumination of the
Memorial at dusk.

Ist July The Northern Ireland Cere-
am mony at the Ulster Tower at
Thiepval.

Ist July  The British Ceremony at the
pm British Memorial at Thiepval.

2nd July A French Ceremony at Albert.

3rd July  Further French ceremonies at
Peronne and Rancourt.

Although the British Army was represented
at all the ceremonies their major participation
was, of course, at the ceremonies at Thiepval
on the Ist July and at the Canadian cere-
monies of the previous evening.

Canadian Ceremony

The Canadian Memorial is a life sized
bronze statue of a Caribou standing on a
rocky mound and backed by a sky line of

Canadian pine trees. The surrounding park
has been laid out amidst shell holes and
trenches, which, although now covered by 2
carpet of green grass, still clearly reveal the
position of the defences and the tasks of the
attacker. Here there were guards of honour
provided by the British (1 Inniskillings),
Canadian and French Armies and, after a
short service of remembrance, wreaths were
laid by the British Minister (Army), the
Canadijan Minister of Veterans Affairs, the
Premier of Newfoundland and Labrador,
the French Ministre des Anciens Com-
battants et Victimes de Guerre and by Field
Marshal Earl Alexander.

The second half of the ceremony, wh.ich
took place as darkness fell, was most 1m-
pressive. After a description had been given
of the gallant part played by the Newfound-
land Regiment on the first day of the Battle
of the Somme in 1916, when their on€
battalion lost 26 officers and nearly 700 men,
the Memorial was flood-lit and there standing
in front were some thirty of the survivors of
the attack on that very position. They had
come back to their old battle ground mainly
from Canada and Newfoundland, but someé
had been gathered together from as far
afield as Australia and Rhodesia. It 1S
intended that this Memorial to Canadian
and Newfoundland soldiers will now be
illuminated every night in perpetuity.
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Northern Ireland Ceremony

The Ulster Memorial is an imposing stonc
built tower similar to another in County
Down. It commemorates particularly the
sacrifices of the 36th (Ulster) Division who
achieved success on that very spot on the
Ist July 1916, when the two leading brigades
crossed the enemy trenches on a half mile
frontage capturing a strongly defended
German position and penetrated a mile
inside the enemy’s line. Appropriately the
Inniskilling Fusiliers who, with the Irish
Rifles, led this attack and who subsequently
had to withdraw from the exposed position
they created for themselves, on this occasion
provided a Guard of Honour for the ceremony.
Here again wreaths were laid by representa-
tives of the various countries, headed by the
Prime Minister of Northern Ireland, and by
members of the Northern Irish regiments and
Old Comrades Associations. There was a
strong contingent of veterans from Northern
Ireland who had come over for the ceremony.

British Ceremony

The British Memorial which is in the form
of a Gateway, was designed by Sir Edwin
Lutyens and was unveiled by HRH The Prince
of Wales in 1932. It bears the names of
73,000 officers and men of the land forces
of the United Kingdom and South Africa
who fell between July 1915 and 20th March
1918 and who have no known grave ; the
majority of these whose names are inscribed
fell in the Battle of the Somme. Names are
shown by regiments and those of the Queen’s,
the East Surreys and the 21st, 22nd and 24th
County of London Regiments are in
hundreds.

This was the major ceremony of the
programme and besides the British, Canadian
and French Guards of Honour, therc were
detachments from those regiments whose
predecessors took part in the Battle. The
Queen’s Royal Surrey Regiment party con-
sisted of Major J. H. S. Burgess, MBE and
nine NCOs and men from the Ist Battalion
in Germany. They, with the other detach-
ments lined the steps of the Memorial leading
up to the centre plinth. There wreaths were
laid by British, French and Canadian
Ministers, the Australian, South African,
New Zealand and British Ambassadors,
the Prime Minister of N. lIreland and the
Premier of Newfoundland. Field Marshal
Earl Alexander laid a wreath on behalf of
the British Army as a whole, and then further

wreaths were laid by the representatives of
the Corps, Regiments and other organi-
sations. Brigadier Goode, representing the
Colonel of the Regiment, laid a wreath on
behalf of all members past and present of
The Queen’s Royal Surrey Regiment.

A large crowd witnessed the ceremony
and included a party of holders of the
Victoria Cross and a small contingent of
Chelsea pensioners. Various British Legion
detachments made up an impressive parade
of ex-Servicemen ; their Standards appro-
priately stationed alongside those of the
French Veterans.

French Ceremonies

These took the form of a Review of
Troops and a March Past after wreath laying
in Albert and of ceremonies at Peronne and
Rancourt. Although the British Army was
represenled on these occasions they were
essentially French functions.

* *

*

The impression gained from attending
thesc ceremonies was a lasting one. The
list of names on the Memorials and the
forests of headstones (o be seen in the
numerous cemeteries scatlered around the
countryside brought home forcibly the enor-
mous sacrifices which were made in a very
small part of France. The Thiepval Memorial
commemorates those without known graves
whilst in the cemetery behind it are many
headstones bearing regimental badges (those
of the Queen’s or of the Surreys in many
cases) and names, but frequently just the
simple inscription “ A soldier of the Great
War.” Nearby cemeteries, particularly that
next to the little village of Ovillers, which
can be seen from the Albert-Cambrai road,
are crowded with the graves of former
members of the Regiment. Farther afield
at Longueval, Flers and Montauban, there
must be many more, but therc wius no
opportunity to visit them.

Looking over the ground even to-day one
can visualise the problems and dangers of
advancing up open slopes towards ridges
which are always enfiladed by others ; there
is small wonder that the enemy machine
guns reaped such a devastating harvest of
casualties. The later infantry methods of
fire and movement and the use of cover
would be difficult enough to employ in this
rolling country ; but the mass attacks then
employed are quite incomprehensible to
those who did not fight in the 1914-18 War,
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A visit to the Somme battlefield can but
bring home vividly the scale of human
sacrifice which was made in a vain effort to
break the deadlock of trench warfare and to
drive the enemy into retreat.

The ceremonies this July in 1966 brought
together many of the survivors of the battle
with the serving soldiers of to-day and
enabled all to recall and appreciate the
valour of their fallen comrades or forbears
and to repeat together

““WE WILL REMEMBER THEM.”

The VC and GC Association

The Victoria Cross and George Cross
Association was formed in 1956 under the
Chairmanship of Brigadier the Rt Hon Sir
John Smyth, who still holds that appoint-
ment.

Reunions are held in London every two
years and on these biannual occasions
holders of these two decorations assemble
from all parts of the world. The majority
are naturally from the United Kingdom, but
members also come from Canada, Australia,
New Zealand, India, Pakistan and other
places.

His old friends will be interested to hear
that Handly Geary came over with the
Canadian contingent, partly to attend the
Reunion and partly to see his two sons ;
one in the Royal Canadian Navy and the
other in the Canadian Army, both of whom
were in England at that time on exchange
from Canada.

On the first day of the Reunion, the
proceedings took the form of a Service of
Remembrance and Re-Dedication at St
Martin-in-the-Fields followed by tea at the
Royal Commonwealth Society and then a
visit to the Royal Tournament.

One of the most entertaining sights at the
Tournament was to watch the inscrutable
little face of a small boy, five years old, who
had flown over from Nepal a few days before.
His father, L Cpl Rambahadur Limbu,
VC of the 10th Gurkha Rifles, had received
his decoration from HM The Queen the day
before and this was the first occasion on
which his son had left his native village.

On the second day of the Reunion the
General Meeting was held, followed by the
Biannual Dinner at the Cafe Royal. Brig-
adier Roupell and Major Geary were present
on these occasions.

General Sir Ivo Vesey

On 11th August 1966, General Sir Ivo
Vesey, KCB, KBE, CMG, DSO, Colonel of
The Queen’s Royal Regiment from 1939-45,
celebrated his 90th Birthday. So far as
our records shew, he is the oldest surviving
member of the Regiment, and is certainly the
oldest ex-Colonel. He was sent a telegram
and a case of champagne on his birthday,
from all ranks, past and present, of his
Regiment. He sent the Colonel of the
Regiment the following letter :—

: Gosfield Hall,

Halstead, Essex.
: 13th August 1966.
My dear Piggott,

1 have been much moved by the recognition
I have received from you and other members
of The Queen’s Royal Surrey Regiment on
the occasion of the anniversary of my
birthday.

1 shall be grateful if you will convey to all
those concerned, my very sincere thanks for
their telegram of greeting, and for the very
handsome present of wine, which they have
sent me.

[ am collecting a party of about thirty ‘Of
my friends to drink to the future prosperity
of the Regiment and to the health and
happiness of all its members.

Yours very sincerely,
(Sd) Ivo L. B. Vesey.”

General Piggott visited General Vesey at
the time, and found him in great form.
He was particularly interested to learn about
the formation of the Large Regiment, The
Queen’s Regiment. At a second visit It
October, General Vesey gave us his General
Officer’s sword and his Regimental sword :
the latter he pointed out, had actually been
sharpened on mobilization for the South
African War. He said that perhaps the neW
Regimental HQ and Depot at Canterbury
might like them ; and General Piggott
promised that they would be offered to
Canterbury, as General Vesey suggested.

He has also recorded on tape four talks
that he has given recently on “ Memories of
43 years in the Army”. His voice 1§
remarkably clear, and what he says 18
remarkably interesting. The tape will be
a unique addition to the Regimental
records.
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Drums of the Ist Queen’s, 1917

The Drums of the Ist Bn The Queen’s Royal West Surrcy Regiment, taken at Picquigny, Somme, 1917

Top : F. Hill, Jackson
Back Row : Forrest, C<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>