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Editorial

There has been an increase of 84 to the subscription list
since the last publication of the Newsletters. Our brothers are
getting the message.

My grateful thanks are due to our President, to Colonel
‘Buck’ Buchanan and to Major Peter Hill for all their efforts in
editing material submitted for publication. No
acknowledgement would be complete without a mention of
Mrs. Daphne Hill whose beavering away at potential subscribers
brooks no resistance. To all contributors to this edition, thanks a
lot and sharpen up your pencils for the next one.

The Open Day at the Regimental Museum at Clandon
Park passed off successfully on 22nd September, transforming
itself into a ‘Mini-Reunion’. Talking of reunions, it was good to
see Major Smurthwaite MC, the medical officer of 1 Surreys in
Italy, meeting Cpl Eddie Rolfe for the first time since 1944 when
he treated him for a wound in the neck.

The final message for this newsletter is “GET IN TOUCH
AND KEEP IN TOUCH.” There have been instances recently
of some of our Old Comrades having fallen upon hard times but
lacking the contacts or know-how to communicate with the
Regimentai Association. There is a well-oiled machinery for
getting help quickly to distressed former members of the
Regiment and their dependants but of course the Association
cannot ease the burden if it hasn’t been informed about it.

Les Wilson

President’s Notes

As a wonderful summer unfolded there has been much
nostalgia, taking out of medals, some parading and a lot of
meeting and talking. Nationally pride of place has been given to
Normandy and to Arnhem, but Regimentally too we have had
40th Anniversaries, particularly Cassino, while also there has
been for us too Normandy, and elsewhere Anzio, Kohima, the
Gothic Line, and 42 years on we have as well recalled 2nd East
Surreys and The British Battalion, this sparked by the visit of Mr.
Chye to present us with a copy of his History.

Through all these events besides the pleasure to those with
their own memories in getting together with friends there has
been a theme of pride in our Country, in our Divisions, in our
Regiments and Battalions, but also there have been feelings of
reconciliation and respect for each other, including those who
were our enemies, perhaps best epitomized by that picture of
President Mitterand of France and Chancellar Kohl of Germany
standing together jointly to honour the over 700,000 casualties
sustained by their Nations at Verdun in 1916.

We shall no doubt go on to more anniversaries and
memories over the next years, and then there will be the 50th!
One hopes that through these we as old soldiers can, without
boring our succeeding generations, continue o show what
comradeship and common endeavour did and still can achieve,
and so pass on our pride (0 our SUCCESSOTS.

It has been splendid that through these events, more
visiting to the Museum, together with the dedicated efforts of
our Honorary Secretary, Lieutenant Colonel Les Wilson, that
more members have joined or rejoined the Association. The
Newsletter subscription has been increased by 84 so that our
overall strength is now some 800. Most new Newsletter
subscribers joined the Regimental Association. It would be nice
if we could be more, and | do echo our Secretary’s exhortation
for people to subscribe to the Newsletter so that they are in
touch.
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Having mentioned the Museum I pay tribute to all those
involved there for the continuing most interesting and
beautifully cared for display. The Museum becomes increasingly
a centre for Regimental affairs, and we are very lucky in its
location within the fine National Trust home of Clandon Park.
The worry is that it is still run financially from hand to mouth -
many people have been most generous - however there is a
continuing need for funds, and so a requirement for further
donations, for covenants and, may I suggest, for legacies in order
to ensure the memory of our Regiments.

I shall hope that we will have a good turnout for the
Reunion at the Union Jack Club on 2nd November and for the
Remembrance Day Parades, particularly at Kingston where the
Secretary has arranged for the Association to be restored to its
rightful place and where the Colonel of The Queen’s Regiment,
Brigadier Charles Millman, will be accompanying the Mayor in
taking the salute.

I send my good wishes to everyone for Christmas, and for
health, strength and happiness in 1985.

September 1984 Toby Sewell
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They haven't the discipline today Felicity, you always see the odd one
with his buttons undone!!

Stoughton Barracks and Its Lamb

As many will know, the final disposal of Stoughton Barracks,
Guildford, for its first 82 years the Depot of The Queen's Royal
Regiment, is to take place this Autumn. What re-development
might take place is not known at this stage. The Keep and the

| gateway are however, being retained to be preserved as

structures of historic importance, with the Keep available for

| continued office and limited storage occupation — it isat present
the home of the WRAC Recruiting and Liaison Staff, who used

to be with the Ministry of Defence in London.

With the future unclear a number of people over the past years
have voiced concern for The Lamb which stands on top of the
arch, and suggestions have been made for its removal elsewhere.
The situation is that The Lamb has been declared an integral part
of the historic structure and therefore must be maintained in its
position and must not be removed. Practically The Lambisvery
securely bolted down to the arch, and at present too looks strong
and in good condition. Its future therefore seems secure. That it
will remain on top of the gateway is welcomed too by many in
Guildford, and certainly some of the local Stoughton people,
who would have been sad if this evidence of The Regiment's
close connection with Guildford had disappeared.




Date
24 November
S December

8 December

10 February
28 February

2 March

23 March

23 April
4 May

9 May
16 May
2 June

11 June

6 July
9 July
. 14 July

7 September

9 September
14 September

20 September

28 September
10 October
12 October
14 October

1 November
20 December

FORECAST OF REGIMENTAL AND QUEEN’S SURREY ASSOCIATION EVENTS
1984
Details of Event
WO’s & Sgts’ Assn Xmas Draw, TA Centre, Portsmouth Rd., Kingston.

Dedication of Memorial Plaques and short Remembrance Service to Brig R.A. Boxshall and Lt Col G.W.
Kennedy DSO, OBE, MC. 1500 hrs All Saints Church Kingston. Details Canterbury 457411 Ext. 253.

Christmas Reunion 6th (Bermondsey) The Queen’s Royal Regiment, Royal British Legion, Deptford. Details
from: W. Mathews, 53 Dalmeny Ave., Norbury, London SW16

1985
SOBRAON DAY

Annual Reunion Dinper Dance 6th (Bermondsey) The Queen’s Royal Regiment, The Union Jack Club -
1830 hrs. Details from: W. Mathews, 53 Dalmeny Ave., Norbury, London SW16

Queens (Southwark Regtl Dinner (Men Only). Union Jack Club. Details from Branch Sec:
Major J.M.A. Tamplin TD., 10 Hugh Street, London SW1.

Queen’s Surrey’s Regimental Trustees and Assoc Committee Meeting. Clandon Park Guildford. Details to
Members from Hon Sec.

YPRES DAY

Sth O.M.A. The Queen’s Roy:;l Regiment Annual Dinner, The Drill Hall, Sandfield Terrace, Guildford.
Details from: D. Mitchell, 3 Littlefield Way, Guildford, Surrey.

Queen’s Surrey’s Golf Society, Spring Meeting, Richmond. Separately to Members.
ALBUHERA DAY

THE GLORIOUS FIRST OF JUNE
Regimental Association Annual Church Service. Guildford Cathedral, 1100 hrs.

Massed Bands of The Queen’s Division, Beat Retreat, Horse Guards Parade London. Details from RHQ The
Queen’s Regt, Canterbury. Further details in May Newsletter.

Tercentenary The Battle of SEDGEMOOR 1685.
Queen’s Surrey’s Golf Society & Royal Marines, North Hants. Separately to Members.

The QUEEN'S REGIMENT GRAND REUNION, Bassingbourn. Details with May Newsletter and from RHQ
The Queen’s Regiment, Canterbury.

SALERNO Reunion 2/6th Bn The Queen’s Royal Regiment, Union Jack Club. Details from Branch Secretary.
58 Sandford Road, East Ham, London.

SALERNO DAY

Muster of holders The Distinguished Conduct Medal. Review by HRH The Duke of Kent GCMG GCVO ADC.
Service and Reception Windsor Castle. Details from Major J.C. Cowley, DCM 17 Lower Ward, Windsor Castle,
Berks SL4 INJ.

Queen’s Surrey’s Officers’ Club Ladies Luncheon, Clandon Park, Guildford. Details separately to Officers’ Club
Members.

Queen’s Surrey’s Museum (OPEN DAY) CLANDON PARK, GUILDFORD. 1400-1800 hrs.
Queen’s Surrey’s Golf Society Autumn Meeting, Richmond. Separately to Members.
WOs’ & Sgts’ Past and Present Dinner Bassingbourn. Details in May Newsletter.

Twenty-fifth Anniversary, Formation of The Queen’s Royal Surrey Regiment.

Regimental Association Annual Reunion Union Jack Club - Details in May Newsletter.

THE BRITISH BATTALION DAY.

WO’s & Sgts’ Assoc. meet last Saturday of each month at 1930 hrs, The Drill Hall, Portsmouth Road, Kingston.

S5th Bn Queen’s Royal Regiment Old Members Association

The Annual Reunion Dinner held at Sandfield Drill Hall on
Saturday 19th May, was a great success withan attendance of 160
members having travelled from many parts of the country to be
with their old pals again. Several had never attended this
function before, and it was probably their first meeting with the
lads for over 40 years, and this year being the anniversary of the
D-Day landings, and the Battle of Monte Cassino, made this year
something special.

To start the evening the Band and Drums of The Surrey
Army Cadet Force gave a short, but very impressive display.

Our Chairman, Lt. Col. Foster Herd, was unable to be with
us due to an overseas engagement, but Majar Richard Saunders
stood in for him and welcomed everyone on his behalf, wishing
them allavery enjoyable evening. He also welcomed our guests,
Colonel Toby Sewell and Lt. Col. Les Wilson, President and
Secretary of The Queen’s Surreys Association.

Coldnel Sewell gave a short speech on the Association, the
progress of The Museum, and The Queen’s Regiment. He

thanked the Committee for their kind invitation to Col Wilson
and himself to join such a large gathering.

Major Saunders in a short speech said that after so many
years being with us at the reunion, our grand old warrior Colonel
C R Wigan had had to call it a day, at 95 he felt that it was too
much for him. Thanks were due to The O C ‘A’ Coy for the use
of The Drill Hall, to Major Oldfield of The Surrey ACF who had
been of great assistance, and to Jimmy Patterson. Jack
Homersham, Geoff Regester, and Ron May and most of all

"~ Doug Mitchell who had done all the arranging to make this such
a successful evening.

Many of the Association members joined the large
congregation at the Annual Service at Guildford Cathedral in
June. Members assisted in taking the collection during the
service, followed afterwards by refreshments in the Refectory.

All particulars of The 5th Bn Association can be received
from the Hon. Secretary Doug Mitchell, 3 Little Field Way,
Fairlands, Guildford, Surrey. Worple’n 232043.

RM




6th (Bermondsey) Bn. The Queen’s Royal Regiment

Since the last report we have entertained our friends of “La
Sarcelle A” and in turn have visited them in Ghent, taking in a
visit of Ypres, meeting the Burgermeister and parading at the
Menin Gate for the Ceremony of “Last Post”. Our friends hardly
gave us time to rest and only the fit can survive. Contact was
made with The Royal British Legion, and a group of Polish ex-
Servicemen and a former Sgt. of the Battalion now resident in
Ghent having married the sister of one of the Resistance.

The Association were represented at the Church Service at
Redhill, for the unveiling of the headstone at the grave of Sgt.
Harvey VC.

We have lost several members, some have died, others
through their neglect and not notifying change ofaddress, but we
have recruited (shanghaied!) new members, but the trend is
sadly downwards.

We hope to organise a Christmas Social, also the
Remembrance Sunday Parade and Service with the get-together
afterwards in the Sgts’ Mess of the Royal Marine Reserve.

All in all this Association is still alive and kicking!

WM
GOLF

The Spring Meeting of the Golf Society took place at Sudbrook
Park, Richmond on 3rd May 1984. 24 Membersattended and the
main results were:-

Winners:-
Challenge Cup for best scratch score — Michael Power (82)

Dodgson Cup for best medal score under handicap —
' Maj-Gen. G A White (70)

Heals Memorial Trophy for best Stableford score under
g handicap — Lt.Col. Foster Herd (32 pts)

Veterans Halo Maj-Gen. G A White (37 pts)

At the end of the day the A nnual General Meeting of the Society
took place. This included election of a new President, Brigadier
Michael Clarke having completed his three years. To replace
him Major-General Tony White was elected by acclamation.

Michael Power continues as Captain, and Basil Crutchfield as
Hon. Secretary for yet another year.

Annual Match v Royal Marines G.S.

This was played at North Hants Golf Club, Fleet on 11th July
with the Royal Marines as hosts. The following played for the
Society (in Foursomes Order): Maj-Gen. Tony White, Michael
Power, Col. John Davidson, Major John Sutton, Capt. John
Clark, Maj. Vic Sheppard, Col. Toby Sewell, Maj. Basil
Crutchfield. The Marines led 2%: to 1Y after the morning
Foursomes, but the Regiment came back in the Singles to halve
:jhe overall Match 6pts each. As usual it was a most enjoyable
ay.

RESULTS

AM. Foursomes
QUEENS SURREYS
Maj-Gen W hite

M. Power

Col. Davidson

Major Sutton

Capt. J. Clark
Major V. Sheppard
Col. Sewell
Crutchfield

ROYAL MARINES

Major Bodenham
Capt. Gordon

M. Trotman
Col Harris

C. Bates

Capt. Hunt

Lt. Col. Tweed Major
C. Dyer

PM Singles

Maj-Gen. White
Col. Davidson
Major Sutton

M. Power

Col. Sewell

Major Sheppard
Major Crutchfield
Capt. Clark

Lt. Col Tweed
Major Bodenham
Capt. Hunt

C. Bates

M. Trotman

C. Dyer

Capt. Gordon
Col. Harris

(=)} '—"—‘O‘N{-—‘O'—‘O

Museum Notes

Following the very successful presentation this year of the
Battles of Cassino, the scene for 1985 is to be ‘The War in the Far
East’ in which the st and 2nd Bn, The Queen’s Royal Regiment
and the 2nd Bn The East Surrey Regiment took part. Mrs.
Daphne Hill is already collecting material and she would be very
grateful for the loan (or gift) of anything which you still may have
in your possession; of particular interest are photographs, maps
and diaries, and first hand accounts of actions in which you took
part, or preserved in letters written home at the time.

Photographs loaned are being expertly re-photographed by
Major C.F. Cole MBE to whom we are most grateful. The
originals will be returned and the copies, after being displayed in
1985, will be retained in photograph albums as we have done for
Salerno and will do for Cassino.

The Cassino display was enhanced in early September by a
framed painting of the night crossing of the River Rapido by 1/
6th Bn The East Surrey Regiment in the fourth and final battle.
The picture was painted by Major C.W. Deayton-Groom MBE
who kindly presented it to the museum; the painting givesa very
realistic impression of this most difficult of military operations.

Major Deayton-Groom has already produced the
excellent pictorial maps for the Cassino display and again we
wish to record our grateful thanks to him.

A museum ‘Open Day’ was held on Saturday 22nd
September and judging by the large number of old comrades
who came, it was a success. It provided not only an opportunity
to see the museum itself, but it proved a very good reunion. Next
year’s Open Day will be Saturday 28th September, 1985.

Following an appeal to retiring members of the Regiment
living within reasonable distance of Clandon Park, Major H.
Crabtree, Major A.V.A. Cummins TD, Capt. A.C.L. White TD
(and Mrs. White) and Mr. D. James volunteered to help us
during busy weekends when the House is opento the public. We
are most grateful to them. With so many of the public visiting the
museum, particularly at Bank Holidays, it is essential for security
to have at least two supervising during opening hours. We need
more names on our books for this important task and if you can
offer one or more weekends in the future, please let the Curator
know.

A windfall came to us this year in the form of a grant made
by the Territorial Trustees. As a result of this grant, four new
wall mounted display cases are now being constructed for
medals, badges, buttons and similar artefacts; in addition when
the House closes for the winter, a tiled carpet to match the other
three rooms will be laid in the Archives Room. We wish to thank
Colonel W.E. McConnell TD and the Territorial Trustees for
these most generous gifts which will enhance the Museum.

H.R.D.H.
Decorations and Medals

Additions this year to the Decorations and Medals in The
Queen’s Surreys Museum at Clandon are those of:-
Brigadier-General F.J. Pink, CB., CMG., DSO.,

late The Queen’s Royal Regiment.
Brigadier R.A. Boxshall

late The East Surrey Regiment.
Lt. Col. G.W. Kennedy, DSO., OBE., MC,,

late The East Surrey Regiment.
C/Sgt. F.G. Ashby, MM,
late The Queen’s Royal Regiment.
late The Queen’s Royal Regiment.
late The Queen’s Royal Regiment.
late The East Surrey Regiment.
late The Queen’s Royal Regiment.
Pte. K.J. Gibson, late The East Surrey Regiment.
C/Sgt. R. Ellis The Queen’s Royal Regiment, (T.A.)

It will be remembered that Colonel Hugh W. Pearse, DSO.
was the author of Volume 1 and co-author of Volume Il of The
History of The East Surrey Regiment. His daughter, Miss
Dulcibella Wodehouse Pearse, who died in April this year, has,
in her Will, presented his medals to The Queen’s Royal Surrey
Regiment: they are the DSO., Afghanistan Medal, 1878-80,
Queen’s South Africa Medal 1899-1902, and King’s South Africa
Medal 1901-02.

Colonel Pearse’s medals are mounted in a splendid case,
with the medals of other members of the family - Admiral
Richard Pearse (includes a very rare Polar medal), Commander

Sgt. W.J. White,
L/Sgt. G.E. Ward,
Pte. S. Stone, MM.,
Pte. J.R. Cox,
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Charles Pearse, RN., Captain Hugh Armin Pearse, MC. The
bequest was that all the family medals should go to The Queen’s
Royal Surrey Regiment and it has been agreed that this fine
family collection should remain complete and be displayed in

our Museum. (“The Medal Man”)

THE QUEEN'S REGIMENT
“All three regular battalions are still serving overseas
although two future moves are already forecast for the 1st Bn
and the 2nd Bn, and one for the 3rd Bn. The 1st Bnleaves Omagh
for Gibraltar in Jan 85 and will then move to Tidworth in Jan 87.
The 2nd Bn also leaves N. Ireland at the end of Nov 84 for
Oakington and is then scheduled to move to Minden in Aug 86.
The 3rd Bn leaves Fallingbostel to return to the ‘Home of the
Regiment’, Canterbury in Jan 86.

As part of the Governments enhancement of the TA, the
Regiment will have a third TA battalion in 1986. This is to be
entitled the ‘8th Volunteer Battalion, The Queen’s Fusiliers
(City of London)’ asit will incorporate an existing RRF company
at Balham. The Bn HQ will be at Clapham and all sub-units are to
be located in the London area.

A notable event at Regimental Headquarters was the
retirement of Maj Guy Weymouth MBE, on 1 Aug, after 17
years service at Canterbury. His successor as Deputy
Regimental Secretary is Lt Col John White.

The Grand Reunion at Bassingbourn on 15 Jul 84 was a
great success and much enjoyed by almost 2,000 former and
serving members of the Regiment who attended it, many
accompanied by their wives.

Massed Bands of The Queen’s Division will perform on
Horse Guards in Jun 85. The Queen’s Regiment *night’ will be

,_//;f')Tue 11 Jun, when Mrs. Margaret Thatcher has kindly consented

to take the salute.

WO'’s & Sgt’s Past & Present Dinner 1984

The ‘great big Regiment’ was much in evidence this year
for this ever increasing popular event in the Associations
calendar. 210 members sat down to dinner, which was twice as
many as last year. Our Chairman, Colonel J C Holman OBE,
Deputy Colonel of The Regiment, was most impressed with the
whole event and said as much in his after dinner speech. The
arrangements made on our behalf were really first class, one
cannot emphasise too strongly the debt we owe to WO2 D T
Irving-James and his team for the thoughts and effort which had
gone into making this such a successful and happy weekend.

John Kershaw, an in-pensioner from the Royal Hospital
Chelsea, kept saying what a wonderful spirit these ‘youngsters’
showed (mind you he is 70 years young). But the spirit was there
and the comradeship too, which came to the fore when the old
founder Regiments marches were played culminating in
‘Soldiers Of The Queen’ which made more noise than the four
older marches put together! - The ‘Great Big Regiment’ indeed.
The guest of honour this year was our Regimental Secretary,
Colonel J W Francis and thoughts are, that next year, our
Colonel Commandant (an old Queensman) may be able to
attend.

E A Phillips & Son

Among recent visitors to the Regimental Museum were
Mr. Ernest Phillips and his son, Leonard, both of whom servedin
the 2nd Bn The East Surrey Regiment. The former enlisted in
January 1914. He was too young for service overseas until March
1915 when he joined the 2nd Battalion in France. At the defence
of the Hohenzollern Redoubt when Lieut Fleming-Sandes won
the Victoria Cross, Pte Phillips and two others kept the officer
supplied with primed bombs. Mr. Ernest Phillips, who will be 90
on New Year’'s Day, 1985, is amazingly active. He has now
emigrated to Canada to be with his son, Leonard.

Leonard Phillips was also a Regular soldier. He was a
drummer in the 2nd Brttalion in Malaya and was a prisoner of
war of the Japanese for 3/2years. Afterthe War, he transferred to
the RASC, and was commissioned in 1963. He emigrated to
Canada and served in the Seaforth Highlanders of Canada in the
rank of captain. His autobiography, entitled “The Drummer
Boy’, has recently been published in the United States.
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SERGEANT JACK HARVEY ¥.¢€.

@astiedaess 1/22nd Battalion (County of London) Regiment

The Queen’s

Sergeant Harvey won his Victoria Cross asa Private soldier when
serving in France, north of Peronne on 2nd September 1918. He
destroyed a machine gun post which was holding up his
Company and then rushed a dug-out compelling 37 of the enemy
to surrender. He died at the early age of 48 in 1940 and was buried
at Redstone Cemetery, Redhill. '

As part of his research in the VC’s of The Regiment, Lt.
Col. Les Wilson discovered that Sergeant Harvey’s decoration
and medals had come into the possession by purchase of Mr.
N.C. McCrery, who is a policeman in Nottingham and who is a
recognised and respected medal collector. At the same time Mr.
McCrery during his investigations into the history of Sergeant
Harvey had found that the grave at Redhill was unmarked.

Resulting from this, the Association decided that this sad
situation must be remedied and a Headstone, of
Commonwealth War Graves Commission type, has been placed
on the grave on 2nd September 1984. The Service, which
received national publicity in both the Press and the BBC, was
conducted by the Reverend Douglas Walker RA ChD, Chaplain
to 5 Queen’s.

Amongst those present were Mrs. N.F.A. Harvey and her
son, Sergeant Harvey’s grandson, and other relations, the Mayor
of Reigate & Banstead, the Mayor and Mayoress of Southwark,
Captain P.J. Gardner VC MC late R. Tanks representing the VC
and GC Association, Colonel C.H. Nice TD DL representing the
6th Queen’s the successors of 22nd London Regiment, The
Queen’s and Major JMA Tamplin representing 7th Queen’s the
successors of 24th London Regiment, The Queen’s. Mr. N.C.
McCrery together with his father and brother were also present.
The President of the Association read the Lesson at the Service
and laid a wreath, as did Colonel J.W. Francis, representing The
Queen’s Regiment.

After the Service light refreshments were taken at the
Royal British Legion, Redhill.

The Queen’s in Syria, 1941

Readers of the article ‘Upon joining the Aussies’ in the
November 1983 News Letter will be interested to hear that the
writer, Captain Mountjoy, has obtained the French view of the
operations from the War Diaries of the Vichy French Forces,
Southern Command, Syria. The French, who counter-attacked
Jabel Mazar with the equivalent of a brigade of Colonial troops,
reached a point S0 metres from the summit by nightfall. The
report states, ‘Hardly any progress was made with the operation
for the recapture of the Jebel during the night, owing to the
uncertainty of our units as to the exact situation, the tiredness of
our troops, the nature of the ground and the cold.’

The French Intelligence were quite convinced they were
up against a heavily armed British commando unit, whereas it
was a platoon of the Queen’s only 14 strong!

What was not mentioned in the original account was that
Sgt. Mountjoy, the platoon commander, was awarded the
Military Medal for his gallant leadership in a very sticky
operation,







