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Editorial
This will be my third attempt at producing your 

N ewsletter, and I should like to thank all those who have written 
to me expressing their appreciation and thanks. For my part I am 
very grateful to those who write articles, but perhaps more 
important, those readers who write in with their personal 
anecdotes and memories which can be published for the 
enjoyment of all our readers.

Whilst on the subject of letters, PLEASE when you write 
in do write as legibly as possible, and when sending in your 
subscriptions please do say who you are! Since the last issue I 
have received three subs in the form of Postal Orders, with 
rather terse notes “please credit my account”!!! Sadly my crystal 
ball was worn out at the end of my service, and so it is rather 
difficult to credit the correct account.

Still on the subject of subscriptions, the Regimental 
Committee decided not to raise the charges for the Newsletter 
for 1985. To those of you who owe for this year please forward 
your payment now. Postal charges are very expensive, and to 
those of you who live abroad and want your Newsletter sent by 
Air Mail, please include the extra postage with your remittance.

An argument has been rumbling for some time over who is 
the oldest soldier in the Regiment. It would appear to have been 
Private William McKay aged 98 years, whose death is reported in 
this issue, however I understand that there may be other 
contenders for the title so please do let me know.

With this issue is a specimen page of The Queen’s Royal 
Surrey Regiment History written by Captain J.P. Riley. Captain 
Riley undertook this task as a labour of love, and has produced a 
first class history of the Regiment from 1959 through the years 
when The Queen’s Regiment came into being and up to 1970. It 
covers not only the military and political changes from 1959­
1970 but also set's the history of our Regiment during this period 
of unrest and uncertainty.

Due to the costs of printing today, the History will only be 
published if sufficient numbers express their interest in 
purchasing a copy. Please DO NOT send in any money now, but 
if you require a copy complete the form and return it to me as 
soon as possible.

Finally, I look forward to seeing as many of you as possible 
at the Cathedral on June 2nd and the various Reunions 
throughout the year.

Les Wilson

Benevolence
During the period 1 January to 31 December 1984, the 

Secretary dealt with 180 cases requiring assistance. The sum of 
£ 16,400, including grants from the Army Benevolent Fund, was 
disbursed from the Associations Charitable Funds on assisting 
members of the Regiment of their dependants

Anyone who knows of an ex-member of the Regiment 
who needs help or assistance is asked to contact the Regimental 
Secretary. All requests for assistance are treated in confidence.

Donations:
The Trustees wish to record their thanks to the following 

ladies and gentlemen for their generous donations - Miss E. 
Morris, Messrs G.A. Hardie, H.C. Russell, S.J. Lewis-Wheatley. 
Mr. S.J. Wood, whose death is reported in this newsletter left a 
sum of money “to his old Regiment”.

President’s Notes
During the Winter Association activities continue mainly 

through the various Branch events, and it has been a privilege for 
me to have been invited to a number of these. It has been 
inspiring to see how strongly these individual Associations keep 
together those who have served with particular Battalions. It was 
also very nice to find the Association’s Main Reunion in 
November increasingly used as a gathering place for groups from 
Battalions, particularly last November 1st Queen’s and 2nd 
Surreys. This keeping together is also well served by the letters 
which I and the Secretary receive — all these are very welcome: 
stories, memories, and vignettes from the past are important, as 
well as being of great interest, and where suitable they should be 
and will be preserved in the Regimental Archives at Clandon.

Mention of Clandon again leads me to pay tribute to all 
those at the Museum, who under Colonel Hill’s leadership have 
worked long hours during the Winter to improve things even 
more. I also record a special “thank you” to the- many who 
responded so generously to the Appeal to enable us to purchase 
for the Museum the sets of medals belonging to Brigadier 
General Mathew Lannowe, Major R. Wynn, and L/Sgt W.H.M. 
Osborn.

With the approach of Summer I hope that we shall have 
another season when many people will have the opportunity to 
see each other at the various Association events. The first of 
these is again the Annual Church Service at Guildford Cathedral 
on Sunday 2nd June, at which we shall once more have the 
pleasure of hearing Archdeacon Peter Mallett preach. I have also 
specially invited the Surrey Army Cadet Force to attend, and 
this the County Cadet Commandant, Colonel Peter Tween, has 
agreed. I hope we can give them a good welcome as they are the 
future for the Army and our Regiment in Surrey, and some of 
them may hopefully serve later as Regular or Territorial Army 
soldiers.

Finally I mention one special personality: the first full lady 
member of the Association. At the recent Association 
Committee Meetings it gave great pleasure when all members 
unanimously elected Mrs Daphne Hill a full Honorary Member J 
of the Association: no one could be more worthy of this. Many I 
will know how Mrs Hill has dedicated herself to the Regiment “ 
both in connection with the Museum and in making contact and 
keeping in touch with so many members of the Regiment. Her 
interest is indefatigable, and she undoubtedly knows more about 
the histories of all Battalions of the Regiment in the Second 
World War than anyone else. She also incidentally served herself 
for some years in the A.T.S. and the W.R.A.C. - her first 
introduction to the Queen’s was under Colonel L.C. EAST - and 
she is a Maj or in her own right. I welcome her very much as one 
of our members.

Toby Sewell

NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIPTIONS
1. Subscriptions for 1985 Newsletter are to remain at £ 1.60.
2. No action is required by:

a. those who have paid in advance.
b. members of the Officer’s Club whose Club 
subscription covers the cost of the Newsletter.
c. those who pay by Bankers Order, BUT please check 
that your order’s are amended where necessary to 
cover the cost.
DONT DELAY - PAY TODAY!



Date

?2 June
11 June

6 July
9 July

14 July

7 September
9 September

14 September

20 September

28 September
10 October
12 October

1 November
10 November
17 November

20 December

10 February
22 March

FORECAST OF REGIMENTAL AND QUEEN’S SURREY ASSOCIATION EVENTS
1985

Details of Event
THE GLORIOUS FIRST OF JUNE
Regimental Association Annual Church Service. Guildford Cathedral, 1100 hrs.
Massed Bands of The Queen’s Division, Beat Retreat, Horse Guards Parade London. Details from RHQ The 
Queen’s Regt, Canterbury. See Newsletter.
Tercentenary The Battle of SEDGEMOOR 1685.
Queen’s Surrey’s Golf Society & Royal Marines, North Hants. Separately to Members.
The QUEEN’S REGIMENT GRAND REUNION, Bassingbourn. Details enclosed with Newsletter and from 
RHQ The Queen’s Regiment, Canterbury.
SALERNO Reunion 2/6th Bn The Queen’s Royal Regiment, Union Jack Club. Details from Branch Secretary.
SALERNO DAY
Muster of holders The Distinguished Conduct Medal. Review by HRH The Duke of Kent GCMG GCVO ADC. 
Service and Reception Windsor Castle. Details from Major J.C. Cowley, DCM 17 Lower Ward Windsor Castle 
Berks SL4 1NJ.
Queen’s Surrey’s Officers’ Club Ladies Luncheon, Clandon Park, Guildford. Details separately to Officers’ Club 
Members.
Queen’s Surrey’s Museum (OPEN DAY) CLANDON PARK, GUILDFORD. 1400-1800 hrs.
Queen’s Surrey’s Golf Society Autumn Meeting, Richmond. Separately to Members.
WOs’ & Sgts’ Past and Present Dinner Bassingbourn. Details with Newsletter.
Regimental Association Reunion, Union Jack Club, 1830-2345. Details enclosed with this Newsletter.
Remembrance Sunday, Services, Wreath laying, Kennington S.E., Kingston-Upon-Thames, GUILDFORD.
2/4th Queen’s (1914-1918) Shrine Service of Rembrance and Dedication. Croydon Parish Church 3 pm followed 
by A.G.M. Further details from H. Mann, MBE, 22 Woodland Way, Shirley, Croydon.
THE BRITISH BATTALION DAY.
WO’s & Sgts’ Assoc, meet last Saturday of each month at 1930 hrs, The Drill Hall, Portsmouth Road, Kingston.

1986
SOBRAON DAY.
Queen’s Surrey’s Regimental Trustees and Association Committee meetings. Clandon Park, Guildford. Details to 
Members from Hon. Sec.

Congratulations.
We offer our congratulations to:-

Mrs J.M.A. Mayo on the award of the MBE for service to Army 
families. Mrs Mayo is better known to readers of SOLDIER by 
her nom de plume of Ann Armstrong. She was previously 
known to members of The East Surrey Regiment as Jacqueline 
Armstrong, daughter of Brigadier C.D. Armstrong, CBE, DSO, 
MC.
Colonel Denis Sweasey, late East Surrey’s and County Cadet 
Commandant, Surrey A.C.F. on the award of the OBE in the 
New Year Honours.
Northern Ireland Awards.

W e are delighted to record the following awards for service 
in N. Ireland.
Lt. Col. P.V. Panton Late CO 1 Queens - OBE
Lt. Col. M.R.I. Constantine CO 2 Queens - OBE
Lt. Col. D.A. Beveridge, MBE CO 3 Queens - Mention in 

Despatches
Major P.R.P. Swanson (son of Major Paul Swanson) - MBE 

We record our congratulations on these honours, which 
mark the Regiment’s special distinction of having all three. 
Regular Battalions in Northern Ireland together in 1984.

REMEMBRANCE DAY 1984
The Association as usual took part in the Civic 

Remembrance Day Ceremonies at Guildford and Kingston- 
Upon-Thames. At Kingston the Association had been returned 
to its rightful place at the War Memorial and in the subsequent 
March Past. The Colonel of the Regiment, Brigadier H.C.

Millman, OBE was present and accompanied the Mayor of the 
Royal Borough on the Saluting Base. At Guildford the President, 
as is customary, laid wreaths after Her Worship the Mayor at the 
Queen’s Royal Regiment Memorial in Holy Trinity and at the 
Borough War Memorial in the Castle Grounds. Lieutenant 
Colonel F.B. Herd led the 5 Queen’s OMA contingent and also 
laid a wreath at the Borough Memorial.

Prior to Remembrance Day the President of the 
Association planted crosses in the Regimental plots at the Field 
of Remembrance outside Westminster Abbey - the plots being 
those of the Queen’s Regiment, the Queen’s Royal Surrey 
Regiment, the Queen’s Royal Regiment, the East Surrey 
Regiment and the 21st, 22nd, 23rd and 24th Bns The London 
Regiment. -

The East Surrey Regiment O.C.A. Reunion
The 10th annual reunion of The East Surrey Regiment (All 

Ranks - All Battalions) will be held at Battersea Town Hall on 
Friday 18th October 1985, opening 6.30 p.m., Tickets £3 per 
head. Following the death of Secretary John Bedford, the 
Trustees are having some difficulty in obtaining the 
Associations records and correspondence. Your Committee 
have worked very hard to find a site as near as possible to our old 
“home” which is now under demolition. Battersea Town Hall is 
10 minutes walk away.

Will all East Surreys interested please contact Chairman 
John Solomon, 85 Castleton Road, Mottingham, SE9 4BZ, Tel. 
01-857 0717, or Treasurer Stan Jupe, 68c, Havelock Road, 
Wimbledon, SW19 8HD, Tel. 01-543 1747, in order that we can 
update our mailing list.

S.J.J.
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Museum Notes
Between 20th October and 13thNovember, 1984 there was 

a special display in the Heritage Room of the Kingston-upon- 
Thames public library, celebrating the 40th Anniversary of the 
granting of the Freedom of the Royal Borough to The East 
Surrey Regiment. The display of artifacts and material mainly 
came from the Museum at Clandon Park but three very fine ' 
figures of modern day members of The Queens Regiment in 
different forms of dress, came from the Queens Museum at 
Canterbury thus providing a link for the public between the old 
regiment and its successor today. All of this was assembled at 
Kingston and set up in one day thanks to some welcome military 
muscle assistance and a lot of hard work by Lt. Col. Les Wilson, 
Mrs. Daphne Hill, Mrs. Jean-Anne Stock and Mr. John 
Woodroff and the great help of Mrs. Marion Hinton, the Curator 
of the Kingston Museum and Mrs. Anne Baker, the Antiquities 
Officer. We enjoyed a reception given by the Mayor of Kingston 
at which Colonel John Francis, on behalf of the Colonel of the 
Queens Regiment, replied to the address of welcome by the 
Mayor, while Colonel Toby Sewell, President of the Regimental 
Association was also present.

Back at Clandon Park the winter work was put back a bit by 
the Kingston display, but it did leave the floor of Room 4 clear 
for a new tiled carpet to be laid, provided by a most generous 
grant from the Territorial Trustees; this has greatly enhanced 
the look of the room.

In this room new medal cases constructed by Major Sidney 
Hill are already filled with medals renovated and cleaned by a 
working party of NADFAS ladies who meet under Mrs. Jean- 
Anne Stock every week. Meanwhile Mrs. Daphne Hill has been 
busily getting in material for the “War in the Far East” special 
display for 1985 season; she is most grateful to those who have 
responded and would .still appreciate further information, 
photographs, maps and equipment, particularly since the 
Display will now continue for 1986 as well.

There has been a considerable improvement in the overall 
medal display under the direction of Lt Col. Tony Hannaford. 
Apart from the medal cases mentioned above, another large case 
was constructed and is now mounted in Room 3; all these cases 
being paid for out of the grant from the Territorial Trustees. 
These new cases are already filled with medals; in addition a 
j ewellers cabinet was purchased and arrived in ‘kit form’, and has 
now been modified and successfully reconstructed in Room 4.

The Museum Committee wish to thank those who have 
taken out Deeds of Covenant in support of the Museum. As the 
position now stands, after the recovery of income tax, these 
Deeds of Covenant will yield a gross income of about £ 330 per 
year for the Museum. Prior to this we relied almost entirely on 
donations given by members of the Regiment and collecting 
boxes in the Museum into which the public put mainly small 
coins.

THE QUEENS REGIMENT

Regular Battalions
The 1st Battalion moved from Omagh to Gibraltar in January 
and will return to Tidworth in January 1987. The 2nd Battalion 
left Londonderry for Oakington last November and move to 
Minden in August next year following a tour in the Falkland 
Islands from November this year until March 1986. The 3rd 
Battalion will return from Fallingbostel to Canterbury in 
January next year and are scheduled for duty in Belize from 
April to October 1986.

TA Battalions
As regards the TA, a Home Service Company has now been 
added to the establishment of each of our volunteer battalions 
and planning is going ahead for the formation of the 8th Battalion 
The Queen’s Fusiliers (City of London) in 1986.

Civic Honours
Work is now proceeding in preparation for the Freedom 
Marches between 21 and 25 May in Lewes, Ashford, Hove, and 
Eastbourne and the ceremony granting the Freedom of the 
Borough of Tonbridge and Malling to The Queen’s Regiment on 
23 May. This will be the first civic honour to be awarded directly

The Mayor of Kingston, Councillor David Weston 
assists Mrs. George Roupellt0 cut ^,e anniversaiy cake, 

Heritage T7hTrefK7ngstoh~lj/>on Thames, November 7th, 1984.

Clandon Park re-opened on 2nd April; the Museum is 
open from 2 p.m. to 6 p.m. on all days when the ‘house’ is open. 
To remind you, if you only wish to see the Museum and not the 
‘house’, you must produce evidence that you are a serving or 
retired member of the regiment or a member of the Old 
Comrades Association; you will then be admitted without 
paying the ‘house’ entrance charge.

Following the successful Museum “At Home” Day held in 
September 1984, another such Day is scheduled for Saturday 
28th September 1985. We are also delighted that the Officers 
Club Ladies Luncheon is to take place at Clandon on Friday 20th 
September, when the Museum will be open following the lunch.

HRDH

to the Regiment since its formation in 1966 and will thus be a 
great occasion.
Beating Retreat on Horse Guards
Another important event will be the Beating Retreat by the 
Massed Bands of The Queen’s Division on Horse Guards Parade 
on Tuesday 11 June at 6.30 p.m., when the Prime Minister will 
take the salute. All Regimental Associations have details of how 
to obtain tickets and we are hoping for a very large attendance by 
all sections of the regimental family.

Grand Reunion
We are also hoping for a very large turn-out at the Grand 
Reunion at Bassingbourn on Sunday 14 July. This will follow the 
usual popular and successful pattern and, again, all Associations 
have received details of this special day.

Free Fall Parachute Display Team
The Regiment is fortunate in having among its members the 
Army Free Fall Parachute Champion and is currently training a 
Free Fall Display Team. It is planned that the team should start 
to give performances in 1986, subject to a suitable sponsor being 
found.
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5th Bn Queen’s Royal Regiment Old Members Association
The Association will be holding their annual Reunion 

Dinner on the 18th May at Sandfield Drill Hall, Guildford, and 
will be looking forward to another good attendance. The 
Association welcomes any past members of The Queen’s Royal 
Regiment who would like to attend and renew old 
acquaintances. Each year there are a few new faces who come 
along and meet old friends who they have not met in most cases 
for over 40 years.

On the 2nd June we will be well represented at the annual 
Queen’s Surreys Association Cathedral Service at Guildford. 
This has become something of a reunion for all members of both 
Regiments, where after the service we adj ourn to The Refectory 
for light refreshments and to reminisce and tell the usual old 
soldier’s yarns. (

We were very pleased to be associateiin^ving a donation 
towards the purchase of the late Major^objWynns medals, 
including the DCM which he won as a Cartier Platoon Sgt with 
the Battalion in 1940. His was the first DCM to be awarded 
during the Second World War.

Once again the Cranleigh contingent of C Company (1939) 
held their reunion Dinner at the Cricket Pavilion in October, 
forty five members and guests attended this very enjoyable 
function, organised by the Secretary Reg Hubbard. Guest of 
honour was Lady Mullens president of the Cranleigh Company, 
also Reverend Castle who was the Battalion Padre throughout 
the war, had travelled down from Essex to be with the members.

All information regarding the Old Members Association 
can be received from the Hon. Secretary, Mr. Douglas Mitchell, 
3 Little Field Way, Fairlands, Guildford, Surrey. GU3 3JE. 
Phone Worplesdon: 232043 (STD 0483).

5 O.MA DINNER 19th MA Y 1984
In this picture are H. Carter, R. Bacon, G. Gershin, S. Blay, 

F. Walker, B. Dinnage, K. Scott and C. Campbell

5 O.M.A. DINNER I9th MA Y 1984 
Doug Mitchell, Secretary; Ron May, Treasurer; 
Geoff Regester, H. Beadle and J. Homersham

The Queens (Southark) Regimental Association
Once again we assembled in the Union Jack Club for our 

Annual Dinner on 2nd March with our President Lt. Col. Bill 
Griffiths D.S.O., M.C., in the Chair for the 24th time.

We were most pleasantly surprised to have with us, for the 
first time since the war, Mr. Tony Worrall, M.C., our battle 
patrol commander of many exploits and also Major John 
McArthur. Happily Major-General D.S. Gordon, C.B., C.B.E., 
D.S.O., could also attend.

Mr. Reg Hayward M.M., proposed the toast “Absent 
Comrades” in a most fitting manner.

Our Guest of Honour was Colonel “Toby” Sewell who had 
served with distinction with 2/7th Queens in Italy in 1943 and 
was therefore on common ground with the majority of the 64 
members present, who had been with the l/7th Queens. When 
proposing the toast of “The Regiment” he gave us a splendid 
speech on the Queens/Surreys Association and activities of the 
present Queens Battalions and made us feel very proud of their 
achievements.

David Smith organized the raffle assisted by John Ledwick 
and C.S.M. Pat Paisley. Happily some bottles went to desperate 
cases! and our funds benefitted by the generosity of members.

Our Chelsea Pensioner C.S.M. “Viv” Edwards was in 
sparkling form, despite his disability, entertaining us with two of 
his best stories, which had us rolling off our chairs.

A “get well” card was signed by those present, to much 
respected Paddy McCourt, unfortunately in hospital.

The thoroughly enjoyable.evening reached a climax when 
our hard working Hon. Sec., Major John Tamplin, received a 
well deserved tribute and Presentation from Mr. Joe Rowe, 
M.M., on behalf of the Committee.

In addition to attending at Bassingbourn on 14 July, on 
Armistice Sunday we will form up at 1015 hrs in Braganza Street, 
Kennington, to march to the Service in St. Mary’s. All Queens in 
the area and former members of the unit, in particular, will be 
welcomed.

6th (Bermondsey) Bn The Queen’s Royal Regiment OCA
Since the November issue we have been plodding along, 

losing members and finding some replacements so we remain 
more or less at the same strength.

Christmas saw a successful Social held, thanks to the 
Deptford branch of The Royal British Legion. In February the 
Reunion Dinner/Dance was successful as a Social but as a 
Reunion it left a lot to be desired.

We are joining The Royal British Legion for the 40th 
Anniversary of VE Day and look forward to the arrival in May of 
our friends from Ghent and have a full programme lined up for 
them. The Association will be represented on the 11th June oh 
the Horse Guards for the Beating Retreat.

A coach has been arranged for Bassingbourn and we hope 
to see some old faces at our Ladies Night Dinner/Dance on the 
26th October at the Union Jack Club.

Finally there will be a Christmas Social again but matters 
are not beyond the talking stage yet.

To sum up we are still alive but would like to see some new 
(old) faces, we know they exist!

DO YOU REMEMBER?

SUN WAI CAMP- CHINA 
Sent in by Jock A Iford

4



The Colours of the Second or Queen’s Royal Regiment 
1661 - 1959

Introduction
' The Colours of The Queen’s Royal Regiment are of interest for 

several reasons; first because of the antiquity of the Regiment 
and the amount of source material available; secondly because 
of various unique distinctions borne upon them and thirdly ■ 
because of the existence of a third Colour of the Regiment. 
This series of short articles traces the History of the Colours 
from 1661 to 1959. Later articles will cover the History of the 3rd 
Colour, the Colours of the Vplunteers and lastly the Colours of 
the Regiment’s successors, The Queen’s Royal Surrey Regiment 
and The Queen’s Regiment.

Tangier 166,2 - 1684
Although the Regiment undoubtedly carried Colours in Tangier 
there are no contemporary accounts or warrants which describe 
them. Stoop’s painting of The Review of the Army at Tangier 
(now in the National Army Museum) does, however, show 
Colours which correspond with those described in Brooks’ 
General and Complete List, Military etc. published in London 
1684, and in Colours and Standards of The British Army Tempora 
James II.
These Colours in general follow the pattern of those borne 
during the Civil War period and are described as “a red cross 
bordered white and rays as the admirals on a green field with 
their Majesty’s royal cypher in the centre”. (See Figure 1) : see 
illustration.

Thirdly, the Captains’ or Company Colours followed the design 
of the Lieutenant Colonel’s Colour except for a distinguishing 
numeral in the top sinister canton. Each Colour had the cypher 
in the centre.
It is not known at what date, where or by whom (if at all) the 
Tangier Colours or the 1686 Colours were presented, although 
the 1686 Colours were certainly carried in Ireland during William 
Ill’s campaign there.

The Reign of Queen Anne
In 1703 as a result, so Davis says in his History of the Second 
Queens 1887, of valour at the defence of Tongres the Regiment 
became Royal and should therefore have changed its Colour, 
both of facings and colours, to blue. That it did not is proof of its 
pride of belonging to the old Queen, since the “Royal” distinction 
was extremely rare at that time. The green Colour was retained 
by the Regiment until 1768.
The Colours themselves were altered at this time since from 
1688 Infantry Regiments began to be reorganised into 3 
divisions: 2 of Musket and 1 of Pike. Each division held a stand of 
Colours as it could operate independently. This practice, which 
was general on the continent and had been the model used by 
Gustavas Adolphus and Turenne, persisted until the 
introduction of the bayonet during the reign of Queen Anne. 
The Colours, therefore, were first reduced from 10 to 3, and then 
when pikes disappeared, to 2, with the exception of the Queen’s.

The background colour of green is simply explained. In the 
Stuart era, the Colour associated with the personage of the King 
was blue, of the Queen green and of The Duke of York yellow. 
The Tangier Regiment therefore, having been raised to garrison 
part of the Queen’s dowry, would naturally take for their Colour 
that of the Queen.
At this time it was the custom of Regiments of Foot to carry a 
total of ten Colours - one each for the Colonel, Lieutenant 
Colonel and Major (who all Commanded Companies) and seven 
other Company Colours of the same design as that of the 
Lieutenant Colonel but with a distinguishing numeral denoting 
the Company. Thus 10 Colours.
The Reign of King James II
A Royal Warrant of James II dated August 1686 authorises the 
payment of £ 206 5s 6d for 10 Colours for the Queen’s. As the 
Regiment had 10 Companies in 1686 it is clear that the practice of 
the earlier reign has been continued. It is likely that these 
Colours are copies of those carried in Tangier rather than new 
designs, since the warrant makes no reference to any new sealed 
pattern. ■
These 10 Colours (see Fig 2) were: See illustration
First, the Colonel’s Colour. This was green with the cypher of 
Queen Catherine in the centre surmounted by a crown. Other 
Regiments would here have the Arms of their Colonel but the 
Queen’s had the special distinction of displaying the cypher of 
their Royal Patron.
Secondly, the Lieutenant Colonel’s Colour. This was again a 
green ground, but bearing a red cross bordered white with the 
admirals rays at each corner. One Major’s Colour was the same 
except for the addition of a white or gold blaze in the top sinister 
canton.

The Early Hanoverian Period 1714 to 1768
For reasons unknown, the Queen’s had maintained three 
Colours after the disappearance of pikes - more will be said of 
this in a later article on the 3rd Colour - until in 1750 when the 
Regiment was in Ireland this was reduced to two. A description 
of the Colours at this time (1750) is given by the then Ensign 
Donkin (later Major General) in Donkin’s Military Collections 
1777 thus:

“1st. The Union throughout and in the centre the 
Royal Arms.

“2nd. The Union throughout, and in the centre the 
Queen’s cypher.

“3rd. (A Regimental Sheet) of sea-green colour, 
which was the original facings of the regiment, 
and in the centre the Colonel’s arms.

It would appear likely from this that the First and Second 
Colours were new Colours replacing those of 1686 (although 
there is no information on when or where these were presented) 
since by this time “The Union” referred to took in the cross of St 
Andrew on a blue ground, displacing the old green. Also, Donkin 
says that the Royal Arms were in the centre of the first colour 
and not, as in 1686, the cypher. It is, however, quite likely that the 
3rd Colour is the old Colonel’s Colour of 1686.
After the 3rd Colour was removed in 1750 by General Fowke, 
then Colonel of the Regiment, the two remaining “Unions” 
continued in use until the following year when a Royal Warrant 
of 1st July 1751 authorised two new Colours for the regiment. 
These, for the first time, displayed The Lamb and were in service 
until 1768. They are shown as Fig. 3.

Fig- 3

5


