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Editorial
This year as you will all be aware, marks the 325th 

Anniversary of the raising of The Tangier Regiment, later to 
become The Queen’s Royal Regiment.

It is to be hoped that as many of our old comrades and their 
wives will make the journey to mark this very special occasion 
on Putney Heath on the 14th October when the Chief of the 
Defence Staff, Admiral of the Fleet, Sir John Fieldhouse, GCB, 
GBE, will unveil the additional inscriptions on the monument 
which was placed there in 1961.1 know that the President would 
wish as many of us to attend and to parade as an Association, so 
dust off the cobwebs and polish the medals!

This year too, The Glorious First of June falls on a Sunday 
and it is hoped that our attendance at Guildford Cathedral will 
increase yet again. Tea and coffee are available in the Refectory 
from 1030 a.m. and of course the usual bar facilities will operate 
following the service.

Letters from you continue to roll in - I hope you will 
forgive me if at times you have to wait some time for an answer, I 
do try to answer your letters but the days of a large clerical staff at 
Regimental Headquarters have gone! Contrary to popular belief 
amongst my contemporaries we do NOT start at 11 a.m. - open 
the mail - retire for a pint and leave at 2 p.m. to sleep it off!

As you know, I publish letters which are of interest to 
others and where possible, a photo so do please keep the letters 
and ‘snippets’ of interest rolling in. I have received during this 
period several long articles which I am not able to publish in this 
Newsletter but will hold them over for future editions. It goes 
without saying that I always.welcome more articles and photos.

Finally, I should like to thank all members who wrote to 
me, telephoned, or were present at my wife’s funeral for their 
kind messages and support which I do assure you was very much 
appreciated by my family and myself.

Les Wilson

President’s Notes
It seems a long time since I was writing for our last 

N ewsletter in September. Since then a highlight for me has been 
a visit to Gibraltar where I was privileged to see something of our 
1st Battalion. I have written about that elsewhere giving some 
impressions but, in addition to what is said in the article, I 
brought back a strong feeling of how much the present 
Regiment has an interest in the history and activities of its 
forbears. There is too among a number serving now, I believe, a 
genuine wish to be linked with us, the past members, and this 
being the case it may be time for our Association and its 
subsidiary branches to take further steps to offer opportunities 
for, and a welcome to, any who wish to be linked with or j oin us.

The encouragement of this will be to our advantage, as 
inevitably all those who so dedicatedly devote themselves to 
keeping our various Association affairs going, get older, and 
soon must be looking for younger people to take on 
responsibilities. We have indeed the choice for the future, either 
to fade away or to so involve ourselves into The Queen’s 
Regiment that our Association(s) can go smoothly forward 
continuing to provide for our members what is now done so well. 
The overall Association Committee has discussed these matters, 
and at my request subsidiary Associations and groups will be 
considering this, including possibly some further retitling of 
individual Associations, which I believe is desirable. After this

consideration, if favourable, we will be able to publicise 
ourselves more widely within the present Regiment, and 
confirm our wish and willingness to offer association and 
companionship to all ex-soldiers of the Regiment who live in the 
areas we cover, and who have come to the age when this will be 
welcome and useful to them too. In thinking about any advance 
in this way I hope everyone will look forward - I emphasise 
however that it is for each subsidiary Branch to make up its own 
mind - no Association can be effective if coercion is involved - 
but personally I am sure most members will welcome the 
presence of younger members, and their wives, at our gatherings 
and events, where this is suitable and acceptable on both sides, so 
I hope we will be able to move forward.

These past months have besides their pleasures also 
produced their sadnesses, and these have included the loss of 
Brigadier C.D. (‘Nipper’) Armstrong CBE, DSO, MC, a very 
distinguished and highly respected East Surrey. There has also 
been the very sad death of our Secretary’s wife Ella. She was a 
very gallant lady, who during her more than 30 years 
“membership” of the Regiment gave so many people, including 
latterly the children, a very great deal. Because she was such a 
very special person within the Regiment I asked Colonel John 
Davidson to write something about her, and this is included in 
the Newsletter at my request.

We have now the usual busy summer before us - all details 
of events are included elsewhere, and I hope they will be well 
attended and, even more, will be enjoyed by everyone as they 
should be.

Toby Sewell

THE QUEEN’S REGIMENT CHRISTMAS CARD 1986
This year’s card will feature, in full colour, a reproduction 

of a water colour in possession of the Regiment, painted in 1881 
by two brothers, Arthur and Harry Payne. The scene depicts the 
77th Regiment approaching Dover Castle with a Militia unit in 
the background.

The cost which includes matching envelopes is £ 2.00 per 
dozen, available from R.H.Q. The Queen’s Regiment, Howe 
Barracks, Canterbury, Kent. CT1 1JU.
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Date
1 June

12 June
2 July

9 July
13 July
6 September
9 September
9 September

16 September
19 September
27 September
10 October
11 October
14 October
14 October
24 October

7 November

FORECAST OF REGIMENTAL AND QUEEN’S SURREY ASSOCIATION EVENTS
1986

Details of Event
THE GLORIOUS FIRST OF JUNE
Regimental Association Annual Church Service, Guildford Cathedral, 11.00 hours.
2/6th East Surreys Reunion St Valery en Caux.
Memorial Service for the late Brigadier C.A. Armstrong, CBE, DSO, MC. All Saints Parish Church, 
Kingston-upon-Thames. 1100 hours. Details from the Secretary.
Queen’s Royal Surrey Golf Society v. Royal Marines.
The Queen’s Regiment Grand Reunion, Bassingbourn. Details enclosed.
Salerno Reunion - Union Jack Club 1900 hours. Details from S.B. Pratton, MM.
SALERNO DAY
6th (Bermondsey) Queen’s OCA visit to Ghent.
Queen’s Royal Surrey Golf Society Autumn golf meeting - Details to members.
Queen’s Royal Surrey Officer’s Club Ladies Luncheon. Clandon Park. Details to members.
Museum ‘Open Day’ Clandon.
The Queen’s Regiment, Officers Club Cocktail Party, London.
WOs and Sgts Past and Present Dinner Bassingbourn.
325th ANNIVERSARY of the raising of The Tangier Regiment, later The Queen’s Royal Regiment.
6th (Bermondsey) Ladies Night.
The East Surrey Regiment Old Comrades reunion, The Grand Hall, Battersea Town Hall.
Annual All Ranks Reunion, Union Jack Club. Details enclosed.

9 November Remembrance Sunday, Parades at Kingston - Guildford - Bermondsey.
20 December BRITISH BATTALION DAY.

1987
10 February SOBRAON DAY
21 March Queen’s Surreys Regimental Trustees and Association Committee meeting. Clandon Park. Details to members 

from Hon. Sec.
23 April YPRES DAY.
24 April East Surrey Officers Dinner, Details from Colonel G.G. Strong.
16 May ALBUHERA DAY
7 June Regimental Association Annual Church Service, Guildford Cathedral, 1100 hours.

12 June Freedom of Kingston March. Details in November Newsletter.
23 October Queen’s Royal Surrey Regiment Officers Club Dinner.

The Monument, Putney Heath
On the 14th October 1986 to mark three and a quarter 

centuries of service to Sovereign and State, the Colonel of The 
Regiment has asked the Chief of the Defence Staff (C.D.S.) 
Admiral of the Fleet Sir John Fieldhouse, GCB, GBE, to unveil 
the additional inscriptions on our Monument on Putney Heath. 
With our links with the Royal Navy and the Royal Marines this is 
most appropriate. The plan is that the C.D.S., accompanied by 
the Colonel of The Regiment, will arrive at the Monument at 
11.30’a.m. and we, the Association, will welcome him with a 
suitable salute before he is asked to carry out the unveiling. The 
C.D.S. will also be invited to inspect the Association 
detachments. Hopefully, therefore, a large turn-out of all ranks 
will parade at the Monument.

So that our parade may be properly organised, the 
President asks those who can come to be at the Monument by 
11.00 a.m. which will mean arriving at the Windmill Carpark on 
Wimbledon Common by 10.45 a.m. - signs will be put out from 
the main Putney to Wimbledon and Merton road.
The Quebec Band of the Queen’s Regiment will be in attendance 
for the parade. Dress for those parading with the Association 
should be lounge suits, or Regimental blazers, with hats (where 
possible) and certainly medals.
Since the site is now surrounded by a natural amphitheatre, 
wives and friends and any not parading can have a good view of 
proceedings, and we hope they will come too - for ladies, 
however, sensible shoes may be required for the 600 yard walk/ 
stroll from the carpark.

Unfortunately, due to very heavy commitments, the regular 
Battalions are unable to assist with the organisation of such an 
event, and the financial cost would have been prohibitive to 
erect marquees and run bars, such as we all remember from the 
past. It is to be hoped that individuals and Branches, will make up 
parties, and either arrange picnic lunches, or retire to a local pub.

Donations
The Trustees wish to record their thanks to the following 

ladies and gentlemen:-
The Executors of the will of Mrs. A. Whittaker; Mrs. M. Gill in 
memory of her husband, Major Reg Gill; Mrs. F. Campbell; 
Mrs. W.V. Glover; Mr. W. Geeves; and Mr. J. Slater in memory 
of his father Private C.E. Slater.

Congratulations
We offer our heartiest congratulations to:- 

Colonel R.W. Acworth on his award of the CBE. 
Colonel & Mrs. H.B.L. Smith who celebrated their Golden 
Wedding anniversary on March 14th 1986, and Mr. & Mrs. A. 
Stanikowski who also celebrated their Golden Wedding on April 
11th 1986. Mr. & Mrs. W.F. Perchard celebrated their Diamond 
Wedding on April 5th 1986.
Bill Warren and Shirley Crowther (widow of CSM Derek 
Crowther, The East Surrey Regiment) who were married on 6th 
December 1985, and Bill Steeles and Claudia Mossotti who were 
married on 29th November 1985.



PILGRIMAGE TO THAILAND
In November 1985, 230 former Far East Prisoners of War 

and war widows took part in a unique pilgrimage to the graves of 
their comrades and husbands who died in Singapore, Thailand 
and Malaysia in the 1939-45 War. Among them was the 
Reverend Henry Babb MBE who had been padre to the 2nd Bn 
The East Surrey Regiment in Malaya in 1940 and early 1941. At, 
the fall of Singapore in February 1942 he became a prisoner of 
war of the Japanese, and during the dark days of captivity Padre 
Babb ministered to our men under conditions of great hardship, 
danger and difficulty. Mr Babb, who conducted Services of 
Remembrance during the Pilgrimage, writes,

T have settled down after the Pilgrimage to Bangkok, 
Kanchanaburi and Chungkai. The journey was well worthwhile 
and I am glad to have seen the wonderful job the War Graves 
Commission have done with the War Cemeteries. I always look 
on Chungkai as being of special interest to me as I started and 
closed the cemetery there. Many prisoners of war made it a 
beautiful place, and it is now a very peaceful, hallowed area.

I must say the media did us proud, for the television 
companies, BBC radio and the better newspapers followed us 
throughout. I would find it difficult to record my feelings during 
the Services of Remembrance at Chungkai and Kanchanaburi 
(the large War Cemetery in Thailand). We were well looked 
after by the RAF, the British business people in Bangkok and the 
Thai representatives wherever we went. Everybody was most 
kind to us.’

Padre Babb hopes to be present at the Drumhead Service 
at Bassingbourn on 13th July this year.

Padre Babb, MBE
REMEMBRANCE 1985
The Field of Remembrance, Westminster Abbey

The President attended the Dedication of the Field on 
Thursday 7th November 1985. He planted Crosses on behalf of 
the Association in the plots of The Queen’s Regiment, The 
Queen’s Royal Surrey Regiment, The Queen’s Royal Regiment, 
The East Surrey Regiment, and those of the 22nd, 23rd, 24th 
London Regiments, later 6th and 7th Queen’s and 6th East 
Surreys, also in that of the 21st London Regiment (The Surrey 
Rifles).

Remembrance Day
At Kingston-Upon-Thames the Association was 

represented by the President who laid a wreath after the Mayor 
at the War Memorial. After the Service in All Saints Parish 
Church the President was invited, by the Mayor, Councillor 
Stepto, to join him and the Parade Commander, Mr. David 
Jacobs DL, who served in the Royal Navy, on the Saluting dais. 
The Association Contingent under the command of Mr. David 
Boorer marched past at the head of the parade, after the Regular 
Services detachment, with great style and elan.

At Guildford Lieutenant-Colonel Foster Herd TD DL 
represented the Association and laid wreaths on the Queen’s 
Royal Regiment Memorial in Holy Trinity Church and at the 
War Memorial in the Castle grounds. 5th Queen’s Old Members 
Association marched past the Mayor’s Saluting Stand in the 
High Street.

Our Secretary, Lieutenant-Colonel L.M. Wilson MBE 
attended the Service at Hinton Parish Church, Near Maidstone, 
Kent, where the refurbished grave of Lieutenant-Colonel A.D. 
Borton VC was rededicated, and laid wreaths on behalf ofThe 
Association and The Queen’s Regiment.

A 23rd London Regiment Cap Badge
Mr Chye of Kampar, Malaya, who has written the story of 

the British Battalion in the Malayan campaign, recalls that he 
was given a cap badge by a soldier of the 2nd Bn The East Surrey 
Regiment in 1941. The photograph sent by Mr Chye shows quite 
clearly that the badge is that of the 23rd London Regiment, and 
the inference is that the donor served at some time in the 23rd 
London Regiment.

The only member of the 2nd Bn The East Surrey Regiment 
known to have served in the 23rd London was Major R.A. 
Chidson, who was Adj utant before the War, but, of course, there 
were PSIs. Can any reader suggest who might have given Mr 
Chye his 23rd London cap badge?

Reception
The President ofThe Association held a Reception at the 

Regimental Museum at Clandon Park on Friday 18th April for 
the Mayors and Mayoresses of the Regiment’s Freedom 
Boroughs in Surrey to enable them to meet the Colonel ofThe 
Regiment and have a private viewing of the Museum.

The Mayors of the Royal Borough of Kingston-upon- 
Thames, Councillor Frank Steptoe, of Guildford, Councillor 
Jack Patrick JP, and of Reigate and Banstead, Councillor Mrs. 
Kathleen Waters, together with their Mayoresses, their 
Deputies and their Chief Executives attended. On arrival the 
guests were received by the President and Mrs Sewell and were 
introduced to the Colonel of The Regiment. Amongst other 
guests were Colonel J.C. Holman, Colonel and Mrs. R.W. 
Acworth, Colonel and Mrs. J.W. Francis, Lieutenant-Colonel 
C.M. Joint, and Mrs. Rachel Roupell. The Chairman of the 
Museum Trustees, Lieutenant-Colonel H.R.D. Hill and 
members of the Museum Committee and staff were also present 
acting as hosts and showed the chief guests round the Museum.

The Colonel of the Regiment, President of the Association with the Mayors of 
Kingston upon Thames, Guildford and Reigate and Banstead.

(Continued from Page II)
All is quiet again and we are pulling out. the pack feels light 

and that heavy PIAT fits well in the groove on the shoulder. No 
problems, am feeling great. I look at my mate in front. He has a 
spring in his step -1 guess it’s the thought of a brew-up. Sev en Jap 
trucks had entered our ambush. From one of these we were 
given a tin of meat and some rupees. To this day I would not 
hazard a guess as to what that meat was. All 1 know is that if the 
Japs could eat that, they were capable of anything. Compared to 
that, Soya Links were a delicacy, and I do believe they were made 
of sawdust. Incidentally, the rupees were worthless as well!

Stan (‘Buster’) Brown, 6103161
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5 Queen’s Royal Regiment OMA
As I write these notes preparations are in full swing for our 

Annual Dinner to be held this year on Saturday 17 May at the 
Drill Hall, Sandfield Terrace. Each year our numbers seem to 
increase, and more old friends appear to support the event. 
However, I should like to see a few more of our officers 
attending, and also some of the younger serving T.A. and ex­
regular soldiers - for without the support of the latter our 
Association will eventually die, which would be unthinkable for 
a Regiment with such an unrivalled tradition as ours in the past.

The Regimental Church Service at Guildford Cathedral 
coincides with the Glorious First (1 June), and I am sure will, as 
usual, be well supported by the members of our association and 
their families. The service starts at 11.00 a.m. and all members 
past and present are welcome. After the service the usual 
arrangements have been made for an informal meeting in the 
Refectory where old acquaintances can be renewed over an 
informal drink.

If you want any further information about either of the 
above events please don’t hesitate to contact Doug Mitchell, our 
Hon. Sec.

Now to events that have happened since the last 
newsletter:

In October 40 members and guests attended the Cranleigh 
Reunion Dinner; this was the 1939 Cranleigh Coy later to 
become C Coy. Lady William Mullens presided and Mr. Pat 
Jobson, the Bn MO in 1939 also attended. Reg Hubbard made all 
the arrangements for a most enjoyable evening.

There was a good turn out of Association members at the 
Remembrance Day Service at Holy Trinity Church, Guildford. 
Lt Col Foster Herd laid wreaths at the Church and War 
Memorial on behalf of the Queens Royal Surrey Regimental 
Association. Major Richard Saunders laid the wreath on behalf 
of 5 Queens OMA, and led the contingent in the march past. The 
salute was taken by the Mayor of Guildford, Councillor Jack 
Patrick.
Since the last newsletter we sadly hav e to report the deaths of the 
following members:

Cecil Turner (Ginger), 5th Bn Queens Royal Reg. 1939/45, 
MT Section. Cecil died on 16 October and his cremation took 
place at Woking on the 23rd October. He was a regular attender 
at our OMA functions, and had been the Chairman of the 
Woking Branch of the Dunkirk Veterans Association for the 
past fifteen years.

Perry Philip, 5th Bn Queens Royal Regt. Perry died at his 
home near Woking in January this year. He was a regular 
attender at OMA functions.

Finally if you are an ex-member of any of our former, or a 
serving member of any of the present Bns. of our Regiment, who 
would like to attend an OMA function please contact: 
Doug Mitchell, 3 Littlefields Way, Fairlands, Guildford, GU3 
3JE. Tel. Guildford 232043. 5 Queens OMA will welcome your 
support.
6th (Bermondsey) Bn The Queen’s Royal Regiment.

Since the last issue we have kept on the go, a good 
Christmas Social with the aid of the Deptford Branch of The 
Royal British Legion. After Christmas, in spite of the weather, 
there was a successful Reunion Dinner/Dance in February. 
Here we were breaking new ground by going to Dulwich. Time 
passes quickly when making arrangements for the visit of our 
Belgian friends in May. A full programme has been drawn up 
with a Dinner/Dance at the Union Jack Club on the 9th May and 
on the Saturday we are taking them to see The Cutty Sark, The 
Greenwich Naval Museum, The Wolfe Memorial and finally 
The Thames Barrier, finishing the day at the 300 Club of the 
Royal Marines Reserve (City of London) at the Drill Hall, Old 
Jamaica Road. To help finance these activities we organise two 
Draws based on the Grand National and The November 
Handicap but we could do with selling a lot more tickets.

Already plans are being discussed for our visit to The 
Queen’s Regiment Reunion at Bassingbourn and for our 
reciprocal visit in September to Ghent, we will be represented at 
the Church Service at Guildford.

One of our members will be taking part in the London 
Marathon, having run in all the previous races, we usually 
sponsor him for further funds.

Fred Walker made a video of The Queen’s Division 
Massed Bands on Horse Guards parade which is at present with a

firm considering making copies. We are looking forward to 
seeing it.

“Membership has stabilised, some 1939/40 erapeople have 
come to light and eagerly joined us. Finally, amongst our 
members is a survivor of the 24th County of London Regiment 
(The Queen’s) who will be 96 in June, having served in the 
Regiment 1909-13. Is he by chance the oldest member alive 
today? The writer is very interested as the gentleman in question 
happens to be his Father who also celebrates his 71st Wedding 
Anniversary on the 4th April 1986.” WCM
The Queen’s (Southwark) Association

The Annual Re-Union Dinner was held on Saturday 1st 
March 1986 in the Gascoigne Room, Union Jack Club and 
unfortunately, due to the atrocious wintry weather, sickness and 
age, only 55 members could attend. However, intrepid long 
distance travellers included a Vice President of the Association, 
Frank Wilkins and Horace Lott came from Northampton, Larry 
Uren from Cornwall, Sgts Vic Rachel and Jack Burton from 
Leeds, CSM Frank Bohm from Skegness and Major General 
D.S. Gordon, CB, CBE, DSO, from Oldham, Major Ken Jessup 
from Seaford, Major Jack Sheehan, MC, RAMC, from 
Leicester, Major E.G. Sandys from Boxted, with the President, 
Lt. Col W.D. Griffiths, DSO, MC, from Hove, who was in the 
Chair.

It was a most convivial evening with an excellent meal and 
some very good speeches, notably from Sgt Paddy McCourt who 
proposed the Toast of Absent Comrades, and Major Stuart 
Playfoot, MC, the Guest of Honour; he served with l/7th Bn 
The Queens as a Company Commander every mile of the way 
from Alamein to Tunis and with the 2/6th Queens in Northern 
Italy where he was awarded a well deserved MC.

Amongst the guests was CSM Viv Edwards from the Royal 
Hospital Chelsea, very mobile on two sticks and a credit to the 
Queens, who entertained with the aid of a blackboard and chalk 
and as usual, had us laughing our heads off.

Major John Tamplin, TD, our hard working Hon. 
Secretary, made all the arrangements and we were greatly 
indebted to him.
Warrant Officers & Sergeants Association

The Christmas Draw was held at the Drill Hall, Portsmouth 
Road, Kingston-upon-Thames on Saturday 30th November 
1985, and once again a splendid evening was had by all. There 
were 140 festive prizes and most members appeared to have 
been lucky. A Christmas Cake, made by Pat Warner, especially 
for the draw, was won by Jack Chaffer. The success of the draw 
was due to the hard work of Bill Warren, who receives our 
sincere thanks. Our congratulations and thanks are also due to 
the ladies for the excellent buffet.

At the end of the draw, a Christmas Cake made and 
presented by ‘Dusty’ Miller and his wife, was auctioned, and the 
proceeds combined with a whip round realised £ 150 which has 
been donated to Research into Leukaemia in Children.

Our appreciation was expressed to ‘Dusty’ and Mrs Miller 
and all who contributed towards this magnificent gesture. The 
lucky recipient of the cake was Ted Boddy.

The A.G.M. will be held at the Drill Hall, Portsmouth 
Road, Kingston-upon-Thames on Saturday 31st May 1986 
commencing at 6.30 p.m. Ladies and guests are cordially invited 
to the Buffet, followed by a social evening.

During the A.G.M., normally of about one hours duration, 
your ladies.and guests will be entertained in the Club Room. 
There will be no charge made for this event, but it would be 
appreciated if you can let the Secretary know (a) if you are 
attending and (b) how many guests. This is to make sure that we 
get enough food in.
Good news of our Vice-Chairman Bill Warren. Wedding bells in 
fact. The marriage took place at Hounslow Registry Office on 
Friday 6th December 1985 between Bill and Shirley Crowther. 
Shirley was so well known to us as the wife of the late C.S.M. 
Derek Crowther and we were delighted to receive this news. We 
heartily congratulate Bill and Shirley as this couldn’t have 
happened to two nicer people, and we hope that all good fortune 
attends them.

News has been received from member Alec Bromige who 
is now living in Milton Keynes. Ill health dogged Alec for quite a 
long time, but now that is behind him we hope that he will 
surface occasionally at regimental do’s.
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78 DIVISION BATTLEAXE CLUB RETURNS TO TUNISIA

In 1985 some members of the 78 Division
Battleaxe Club returned to visit their old 
haunts in Tunisia. All those going, excepting, 
of course, the wives, were the originals who 
landed in Algeria in 1942. Of those from the
Home Counties there was Bill Baynes and 
myself from the Surreys, two from the Buffs 

and one from the Royal West Kents.
Although assured by the travel agency that all our trips 

were feasible, our coach driver just shook his head when he saw 
the extent of the first drive. We quickly recast our route, and 
soon we were heading for Tunis and once in the suburbs, turned 
left on to the road to Medj ezel Bab. As soon as that sign was seen, 
one could detect a distinct awakening of interest; soon more 
familiar names appeared and suddenly we stopped outside 
Massicault Cemetery. Moving among the headstones, I found 
the names of Lt Cecil, Capt R. Lindsay, and the name of a fellow 
signaller, Bill Baacke. Most of the Surrey casualties were dated 
26th February 1943, which was the date when ‘D’ Coy was 
overwhelmed at Fort McGregor in the Goubellat Plain. We 
moved on and soon on our right, we could see the long 
whaleback of Longstop Hill, and behind that, the higher hills 
with Dj ebel A ng coming to mind. We crossed the famous bridge 
at Medjez - possibly the first Bailey bridge of the campaign to be 
built was built here.

We moved on through the wide plain and started to climb 
the hills towards Beja. Signposts to Ksar Mezouar appeared - all 
familiar names to 1 Surreys - and then suddenly there was 
‘Mortar Hill’ well remembered by Bill Baynes, and then the 
green signpost pointing to Oued Zarga Cemetery. This was a 1 >/2 
mile track to the cemetery, for since our days there, a huge 
reservoir has been built, hence the road diversion.

Two days later we were on the Medjez road once more, 
this time to hold our Remembrance Service at the huge 
Cemetery there, in the shadow of Longstop. The War Graves 
Commission had made the Register available for us, and so, after 
laying the wreath on behalf of the Club at the foot of the Cross of 
Sacrifice, I started to look for the headstone of my ‘best man’, 
Ron Wilkins. There are many Surreys here and I spotted the 
names of Lt Col Wilberforce DSO (the Sureys CO) and the 
MTO, Lt Crampton, killed at Tebourba, on 27th November 
1942, less than three weeks after landing.

We moved on to Beja for lunch before leaving for Sidi Nsir. 
The cemetery at Beja is right in the town, with buildings on 
either side. We noticed a headstone to a member of the RAF 
who had been awarded the VC. This was surprising to us, 
because ! think most of the 1st Army thought for most of the 
campaign, that the RAF was non-existent; but seeing all those 
RAF graves made us think differently. We were soon on the 
road to Sidi N sir and the wide valley of‘Hunt’s Gap’ soon opened 
up; in fact it was a far better road than the one passing Green Hill. 
Memories of ‘Gert and Daisy’ were recalled of the two 
Messerschmidts regularly patrolling each day along the valley. I 
suppose the rusty railway could have been a guide. We passed 
the ‘Binnacles’ and gradually the road fell down a slight slope, 
with Sidi Nsir station before us. On the right a gravelly road 
climbs over the hills to Tebourba, and (if my memory does not 
play me false,) I think a track led off there, to ‘B’ Company’s 
positions, and the OP on Hill 609, which commanded a 
magnificent view towards Mateur and Tunis. I remembered that 
the American ‘Long Toms’ lay up in a farm behind us but they 
were unpredictable, although the Yankees were very friendly, 
individually. 1 think, we, brought up in the traditions of the 
British Army discipline, found their familiarity a little unusual. 
But one day, they were gone.......

The coach pulled up on the road above the station, 
although memory seemed to say that a road, or at least a track, 
came to the front of the station. Forty years ago, the railway had 
been in use, but now it has not seen an engine for many a year. 
The place is now a granary with storks nesting in the roof. The 
name sign has disappeared. Forty years ago, every night we used 
to lay a ring of ‘75’ mines around Battalion Headquarters, but 
there weren’t many smiles when carrying a stock of mines one 
night, one slid out of my hands on to the railway track.

With photographs taken, we move on and descending 
through the narrow pass, we appreciated that the Germans could 
not have had too pleasant a time keeping their troops supplied.

On the far left, up in the hills, we could see the Arab village which 
we had searched under the leadership of Sgt Ted Cunningham 
but it had been an exhausting climb to it.

I think when we were in Sidi Nsir in 1943, we felt very 
isolated, and with such a valley widening out towards Beja, we 
sensed it would be difficult to defend. Soon after we left, this 
proved to be true, but that is not our story.

We made our way through Mateur, a not particularly 
entrancing town, and then home to Hammamet.

Our last trip started out in a fine drizzle, taking the road to 
El Aroussa and Bou Arada. We then struck north for the 
Goubellat Plain. The drizzle had now turned into heavy rain and 
the hills were covered in cloud. We tried to make out Stuka 
Ridge and Grandstand, before running close to Djebel Djaffa, 
well known to the 1st as well as the l/6th Battalions of the 
Surreys. Torrential rain, not unknown to 1st Army campaigners, 
made it impossible to sight Fort McGregor where ‘D’ Coy 
suffered so much. An hour later we were passing Medjez station 
(the scene of many hard fought battles) and saw the sign to 
Toutkabeur. On a fine day it would have been possible to get 
there, but we were experiencing the Tunisian mud we knew so 
well, those years ago. The road on to Tebourba was absolutely 
flooded now, and on our left, Longstop and the foothills were 
visible very occasionally through the clouds. Our road was 
almost impassable, but we pushed through and amazingly we 
stopped on the same level crossing where the Surreys had made 
the acquaintance of Tiger tanks in 1942. The wooded spare 
ground where BHQ had been was there just the same, as was the 
old barn where we set up the Signal Exchange. Ahead lay the hill, 
Pt 186, which ‘A’ Coy had occupied and which! would have liked 
to have climbed, if conditions had been more favourable.

We moved on, and Bill Baynes, fellow Surrey, pointed out 
the cavalry barracks in El Bathan, and the various places ‘B’ Coy, 
to which he was attached, had manned. ‘Chips’ Carpenter, who 
was a sick man and he, both Regulars, were taken prisoner of war 
here. (On the capitulation of the Italians, Bill escaped from his 
POW camp, and eventually made his way into Switzerland. His is 
an enthralling story and he should put it into writing for the 
archives).

We moved on to Carthage, visiting the American 
Cemetery where all the American dead are buried. By the 
entrance, the memorial of the N orth African campaign is set out 
in tablet form, and the British are given every credit when they 
were fighting side by side with the Americans. Unlike the British 
cemeteries, there is a small Chapel where one can worship and 
pray. This finished our official visits, but we saw something of 
the territory of the l/6th Battalion when we toured Cape Bon.

All together a good trip, but I think we all secretly wish we 
could have had adequate transport to take us up into the hills 
from Medj ez to see Longstop, or Toukabeur, or Dj ebel Ang, and 
all those Arab villages, the names of which were on everyone’s 
lips, forty years ago.

HER

‘The writer of this article is Mr. H.E. Ralph who served in the 
Signal Platoon of the 1st Bn The East Surrey Regiment until 
wounded at Cassino in 1944. EddieRolph, who is now the Treasurer 
of 78 Division Battleaxe Club, would be pleased to hear from any 
old Surreys who would like to renew friendships. His address is 
55 Brighton Road, Coulsdon, Surrey. CR3 2BE.’

Signa/ Platoon, Tunis 1943
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® THE QUEEN’S REGIMENT

The Colonel of the Regiment
We are pleased to report that Brigadier Charles Millman, 

the Colonel of the Regiment, returned to his duties for the 
Regiment and the Army Benevolent Fund in early March. He 
received many messages of best wishes after he was taken ill at 
Christmas, and following a period of convalescence, his first 
official Regimental function was to preside at the Officers’ Club 
Dinner in the Duke of York’s HQ, Chelsea, on 21 March.

The Regular Battalions
The 1st Battalion is now well into the second year of its tour 

in Gibraltar and returns to Tidworth in January 1987. The 2nd 
Battalion returned in early March to Oakington after an 
interesting tour in the Falkland Islands and moves to Minden in 
August. The 3rd Battalion which returned from BAOR to Howe 
Barracks, Canterbury, in January, left in April for an 
unaccompanied posting in Belize until October.

New TA Battalion
Our third TA Battalion was formally established on 1 April. 

It is titled the 8th (Volunteer) Battalion The Queen’s Fusiliers 
(City of London) and is composed of both QUEENS and RRF 
companies. Battalion HQ is at St John’s Hill and company 
locations are to be at Edgware, Balham and Camberwell. The CO 
has not yet been nominated but the Training Major is Major Pat 
Gwilliam.

Illustrated History of The Regiment
The new illustrated history of The Queen’s Regiment 

which tells the story of all our forbear regiments and is 
generously illustrated with pictures in full colour has now been 
published and is available for sale at Regimental Headquarters, 
price £ 1.25 which includes postage. The history is also available 
at the Museum price £ 1. The text was written by Major Jock 
Haswell and the booklet was ‘masterminded’ by Lt Col Les 
Wilson who has received many congratulations on its 
production. It is now regarded as the best of its kind and it will 
doubtless soon be copied by other regiments.

Dover Castle Museum Appeal
An appeal for £ 75,000 was launched on 26 April to pay for 

the move of the Regimental Museum from Howe Barracks, 
Canterbury, and its setting up in Dover Castle. It is hoped that 
the museum will be officially opened in its new location on 16 
May 1987 (Albuhera Day).

‘The Flying Dragons’
The Regimental Free Fall Tearn now has a sponsor which 

will support it financially for the next three years. Parachutes, 
jump suits and other equipment have been purchased in 
regimental colours and the Team started giving displays in April, 
following a one month training period in Germany.

Benevolence 1985
During 1985 a total of 212 cases were investigated, 164 

grants in aid were given, and 11 cases were carried forward into 
1986 for various reasons.

The Association now administers 20 cases of 
Supplementary Benefit on behalf of The Army Benevolent 
Fund, an increase of 4 with a further 3 cases under consideration 
by the ABF.

A total sum of £ 24,758 was paid out in grants-in-aid. The 
Army Benevolent Fund made grants to our Charitable Funds of 
£ 7,375. With the aid of SSAFA, The Royal British Legion and 
The Forces Help Society we have been able to assist those of our 
comrades who needed assistance including three members who 
have been purchased new electric wheelchairs.

Museum Notes
In January Sotheby’s mounted a ‘Loan Exhibition of 

Paintingsand Works of Art’ in aid of the Royal National Lifeboat 
Institute at their galleries in Bond Street. We loaned the 
travelling desk used by Admiral Earl Howe in HMS Queen 
Charlotte at the Battle of the Glorious 1st of June 1794. The desk 
was well displayed in sight of an oil painting of the death of 
Captain Neville, The Queen’s Royal Regiment, on the main 
deck of the Queen Charlotte during the battle, and the gorget 
which he wore was in a nearby display case.

The catalogue produced by Sotheby’s was well illustrated, 
much in colour and full of historic interest on the exhibits. A 
copy is held in the Museum.

Recently, thanks to the help of the Army Museums Ogilby 
Trust, we purchased at Christies, a water colour map depicting 
the movement of 131 Queens Brigade in their advance into the 
Low Countries in 1940 and their ultimate withdrawal to 
Dunkirk. The map covers from south of Amiens to Courtrai 
north of Lille. It is of historic interest and it will hang in Room 3.

Because of the work involved in assembling all the 
material for our Far East display, this special feature will 
continue into 1986. For those who have not seen it, it chronicles 
the history of the 1st and 2nd Battalions The Queen’s Royal 
Regiment and The 2nd Bn The East Surrey Regiment in the Far 
East during World War Two.

For 1987 and 1988 the subject for the special display will be 
the Territorial Army. In this we wish to illustrate and record the 
peacetime service of the TA and to bring out what it was that 
brought men together for voluntary military training after their 
day’s work was done and in some cases, to forego their annual 
holiday from their civilian firms.

Mrs Daphne Hill is already collecting photographs, 
documents, items of uniform, pictures etc which will illustrate 
aspects of peacetime service and a booklet will be produced 
which will describe what it was like to be a soldier in the TA. If 
you can give or loan anything or write an account of particular 
happenings, would you please send it to Mrs Daphne Hill, c/o 
The Museum, Clandon Park, Guildford, Surrey GU4 7RQ. 
Whatever you send will be well cared for and returned later to 
you if you wish it back. We particularly want TA brass shoulder 
titles both Queen’s Royal Regiment and East Surrey Regiment.

Quite apart from the excellent work being carried out in 
the Museum by a conservation group of ladies of NADFAS 
restoring our large collection of photograph albums and books, 
we have just received a generous cheque from the Shalford 
Decorative and Fine Arts Society (a branch of NADFAS) to 
enable us to complete our restoration work. This generous gift 
will be used for the restoration of our four Ackerman prints and 
the large oil painting of Sergeant Lynch in the Volunteer case in 
Room 1.

The Museum Open Day for 1986 will be on Saturday 27th 
September. The Museum and Clandon Park open at 2pm and 
close at 6pm. Those wishing to have lunch at the restaurant are 
advised to reserve a table in good time (telephone Guildford 
222502); alternatively the Black Bull, about 150 yards south of 
the entrance gate to the park provides a very good ‘pub lunch’. 
Tea is available in the restaurant from 3.30pm.

Lastly, we suffered a great loss through the death of Lieut 
Colonel P.C. Kimmerling TD in September 1985. Although 
there was an excellent obituary in the November 1985 
Newsletter, on behalf of the Trustees of the Museum, I would 
like to add how much we will miss his wise guidance. Peter was a 
Trustee frqm the beginning and has contributed enormously in 
many ways to the development of the Museum over the past 
seven years. Lieut Colonel B.A. Hannaford has been elected a 
Trustee in his place.

URDU

Can you help?
The Secretary has received several letters concerning 

Spaniards who served in the Queen’s Royal Regiment during the 
second world war. A book is being written and any reader who 
remembers these men, or perhaps still has contact is asked to 
contact the Secretary. One Spaniard who served with the l/5th 
swam the River Volturno on the night of the 8th October 1943 
and brought back vital information concerning the enemy 
positions.
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20th BATTALION THE QUEEN’S ROYAL REGIMENT

“... My next posting was to a parachute battalion, the 60th 
Queen’s, once more commanded by Colonel Coats and 
officered by the nucleus of the ski battalion. But this, again, 
was soon disbanded because, we were told, there were no 
parachutes. The RAF - not unreasonably - needed all 
there were ...”

F. Spencer Chapman
“The Jungle is Neutral”

This passage from Chapman had puzzled me for some time 
since I knew that apart from the Young Soldiers’ battalions, the 
highest numbered Queen’s battalion during the Second World 
War was the 15th. There is no trace of anything higher in the 
Archives.

As background, Chapman had j oined the 5th Scots Guards 
in early 1940. This was a specialist ski battalion which was being 
trained to fight in Finland against the Russians. He was j oined by 
volunteers from all branches of the Army and Navy, including 
several friends with whom he had been involved in Polar 
Exploration during the 1930s: J.M. Scott, Quintin Riley and 
Martin Lindsay.

The ski battalion (commanded by Lieutenant Colonel J.S. 
Coats MC Coldstream Guards) was disbanded in May 1940 
when the Finns sued for peace. Most of the skiers were posted to 
a new battalion, again under Coats, who incidentally is the 
Officer who led the Coats Mission, whose role was the protection 
of the Royal family in the event of a German Invasion. Chapman 
was among those posted into the battalion, along with Martin 
Lindsay who will appear again in this story.

This new battalion was entitled “20th Queen’s”. There is no 
clear reason why it was allotted to The Queen’s, any more than 
why its predecessor should have been 5th Scots Guards. 
Chapman is certainly wrong over the numbering of the battalion, 
but his account may have been written solely from memory 
without the benefit of documents to refresh it, so there would 
appear never to have been a “60th Queen’s”. This is odd as 
Chapman was always a most accurate recorder of events.

As to the Parachute role, the generally accepted starting 
date for the history of Parachute forces in the British Army is 
Churchill’s memo of 22nd June 1940, in which he directed that at 
least 5000 of such forces should be trained. There was already in 
existence a Central Landing School at Ringway, which had 
opened on 21st June 1940 - however the 20th Queen’s would pre­
date this.

It is known that the first unit to be involved in parachuting 
was No 2 Commando which made its first descents on 21st July 
1940. Chapman did not belong to this unit, but Martin Lindsay 
was a member of the Staff at Ringway.

There is no evidence that there was any withdrawal of 
parachutes for use by the RAF, since all training-type parachutes 
had been replaced early in the War by American “Statichutes” 
better suited to parachute operations.

It is known also that 20th Queen’s, containing as it did a 
number of ski-trained personnel, was kept on standby to go to 
Norway but once the decision to withdraw had been made, the 
battalion was disbanded on 3 June 1940. No War Diary of any 
kind survives.

There is, however, a further appearance of the 20th 
Queen’s later in the War, this time definitely connected with the 
Parachute role. In the Autumn of 1941 it was decided to raise a 
Parachute brigade from troops in India. The first battalion - 151 
(P) Bn - was raised from volunteers from some 23 British 
Infantry Battalions in that theatre and its Commanding Officer 
was Lieutenant Colonel Martin Lindsay, who had been in the 
20th Queen’s in 1940. In October 1942 it was decided to send the 
battalion to the Middle East and in order to disguise its 
movement it was given the title 20th Queen’s. The unit War 
Diary of 30th October 1942 records that:

“... Battalion Special Instructions issued. The name of the 
Battalion was changed from 151 (P) Bn to 20th Queen’s 
Regt for the period of the move, for security reasons.” 
Possibly Lindsay chose this title to connect with the earlier 

incarnation of the 20th Queen’s and to give credence to the title. 
This circumstantial evidence does point to the earlier 20th 
Queen’s having been earmarked for the Parachute role.

All obvious signs of 151 Bn’s Parachute status were 
removed and on its arrival in the Middle East, the battalion was 
again redesignated 156 Parachute Battalion. The title 20th

Queen’s then disappeared and was not used again. Asa matter of 
interest I reproduce the Battalion Special Instructions 
mentioned earlier, which did not, it appears, fool anyone.

Special Orders

This Bn is no longer the 151 Parachute Bn, and will not be 
so, until told otherwise. The name of this Bn from the time of 
leaving Delhi Cantt Station, is the 20th Bn The Queen’s Royal 
Regiment (West Surrey) (2nd of Foot).
Colonel-in-Chief Queen Mary
Colonel General Veasey.
FORMATION
The Bn has just been formed in India July 1st 1942, in Delhi, 
from Offrs and ORs from all other Infantry Bns in India. They 
have not volunteered, but have been posted to this Bn.
The Bn is organised as an Infantry Bn and its special role is an A/ 
Tk Bn.
(2 pdr A/Tk guns are now operated by Special Inf Bns).

TRAINING
No training in A/Tk gunnery has been done due chiefly to lack of 
equpt in India, (about which we are all rather browned off).
The training up to date has been purely Infantry training i.e. 
forming the Bn and getting it to work together, and training it 
into a first class infantry unit so it can fight in an alternative role. 
The training in A/Tk gunnery will be done at our destination 
where we will also get the equpt.

INSTRUCTIONS
1. Coy Commanders will lecture at once to all men of their Coys 
on this narrative and will ensure by constant practice and 
questioning that all ranks are fully conversant with their new 
name and history. If Coys possess men from The Queen’s Regt 
they will be very useful in lecturing the men on Regimental 
Customs or habits such as Regimental March or popular songs 
etc.

2. The following points will be drilled into all ranks; so that 
nothing comes to notice showing we are really a Parachute Bn. 
a) There will be NO Parachute talk at all, whether about pay, 
jumping, refusals or aeroplanes.
b) Knives fighting will be put into universal kit bags which are in 
the hold.
c) No parachute exercises on PT parade.
d) No one will shout parachute slogans such as “Action Stations” 
or 1-2-3-4 Arms.
e) Men tattooed with parachute wings will always wear shirts, or 
trousers if the tattoo is on the leg, on PT parades, games or 
sunbathing.
f) A.Bs 64 Pt 1 & 11 will be kept safe and will only be shown to 
Officers and NCOs of this Bn. A.B 64s contain information ref 
A.L.S. training and Parachute pay. Remember A.B 64s are 
SECURITY DOCUMENTS.
g) In the event of any man meeting someone from his old unit, 
who knows he joined a Parachute Bn, he will have to swallow his 
pride and say he got R.T.U. and sent to the Reinforcement 
Camp, Doolali, from where he was posted to the 20th Queen’s.
h) Owing to the date of joining men must not show a knowledge 
of Delhi before July 1942 unless they happened to have been in 
the Dukes or some other Regt which has been stationed there in 
the past.
i) It must be impressed on all ranks that no mention of the 
changing name must be made in Delhi or elsewhere before the 
train leaves Delhi Cantt Station.

FINALLY
All ranks must swallow their pride and not admit that they are in 
such an elite corps as a Parachute Bn or the 151 at all. And in 
order to finish the War sooner they must tell all those who 
question them that they are only in an A/Tk Bn.

It is not known if any Officers or Soldiers of The Queen’s 
actually served in the “20th Battalion” in either 1940 or 1942, or 
were connected with it in any way. If anyone reading this article 
can throw any more light on the matter, the author would be glad 
to hear from them.
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Although this unit is not strictly a part of our Regimental 
History, it is offered as an interesting sidelight on the Second 
World War.

J.P.R.
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The Somaliland Camel Corps
In the gardens between the Embankment and Temple 

underground stations is one of the most attractive monuments 
in the whole of London.

It is an oblong block of stone surmounted by the figure of a 
soldier mounted on a camel. This is the monument to The 
Camel Corps. On the sides of the stone are engraved the names 
of British soldiers who lost their lives while serving with the 
Corps.

The Queen’s Regiment has an association with this small 
but elite force.

On 11 August 1940 Captain E.C.T. Wilson of The East 
Surrey Regiment won the Victoria Cross during a battle against 
Italian forces while serving in the Somaliland Camel Corps. The 
Corps were holding a position at Tug Argan in Somaliland and 
the Somali machine guns were causing so much havoc that the 
Italians brought a pack battery into action against them scoring 
two direct hits and severely wounding Captain Wilson. He kept 
his post in action until it was over-run four days later and he was 
taken prisoner. It was thought that he had been killed and he was 
awarded a posthumous V.C. However, he was later released and 
subsequently served with the Kings African Rifles in Burma.

Who were The Camel Corps, this force of Somali troops 
commanded by British Officers?

The Corps had been raised in June 1912 to protect British 
Somaliland and many British officers applied to serve with the 
corps and so get the chance of some action against Mohammed 
bin Abdulla Hassan who was known for cruelty and aspirations 
to become the Mahdi of Somaliland and was called by the British 
the Mad Mullah. Between 1900 and 1904 the British mounted 
four expeditions against the Mullah. Many of the troops in these 
campaigns were from The King’s African Rifles, Sikhs, 
Punjabi’s and British regiments.

In June 1912 after pressure from the British Commissioner 
the Government authorised the formation of a Camel 
Constabulary to protect the coastal settlements of Somaliland 
and the caravan routes up to a 50 mile radius from the coast. The 
force was to be civilian and not military and it was limited to the 
number of weapons it had. Most of the Somali recruits had 
served previously in the King’s African Rifles. Three British 
officers were in charge of the unit.

The Mullah was steadily gaining control of the interior of 
the country and had constructed a series of P.C. Wren ‘Beau 
Gueste’ type forts.

On 9 August 1913 a Camel Constabulary force of 75 men 
became engaged with 2,000 Dervishes. In a five hour battle the 
British leader and 35 men were killed and 395 Dervishes were left 
for dead when they withdrew.

After further Dervish attacks the British Government 
decided to organise the Camel force on military lines and it 
became known as the Somaliland Camel Corps. Among their 
first British officers were two who later distinguished themselves 
in other fields of action. Captain H.L. Ismay of the 21 Cavalry 
Indian Army later to become General Lord Ismay and Captain 
A. Carton de Wiart to become Lieutenant General Sir Adrian 
Carton de Wiart V.C. It was in an action in November 1914 
against the Mad Mullah’s forces that de Wiart was wounded in 
the face which resulted in the loss of one eye. He was evacuated 
back to Britain and subsequently won a VC in France in 1916.

In 1915 The Camel Corps consisted of 3 Camel Companies 
(one Indian and two Somali), one Pony company and 400-strong 
volunteers from the Indian Army.

The last campaign against the Mad Mullah was led by 
Ismay in January 1920 and in this instance the RAF were 
involved. Bombs were dropped on the Mullah’s forces from an 
RAF aircraft. His forces were harried for weeks after and in 
November 1920 the Mad Mullah died. For over 21 years 
Somaliland had been in turmoil and it has been estimated that 
2,000,000 lives had been lost.

In 1920 the Inspector General for the King’s African Rifles 
was made responsible for the Camel Corps. During the following 
year short battles were fought against tribes that raided the 
caravan route to Ethiopia.

In 1927 it was proposed that the Camel Corps should be 
mechanised. This was opposed by many of the officers of the 
corps. However in 1929 the mechanisation plans were put into 
operation to replace some of the faithful camels.

When war broke out in 1939 the strength of The Camel 
Corps was 14 British Officers, 400 askaris, and 150 reservists. It 
consisted of 2 Camel companies which included 2 pony troops 
and one mechanised rifle company mounted in trucks. The 
strength of the Corps was increased in January 1940 and the 
enemy became the Italians. It was in the campaign of August 
1940 that Captain Wilson won his VC.

Many fierce battles were fought in the Somaliland 
campaign and the allied forces were evacuated from the country 
by the Royal and Australian Navies, having been subj ected to an 
overwhelming opposition. Within 8 months the British were 
back in Somaliland and a main line of communication was 
established for the British forces in Abyssinia.

The Camel Corps was reformed and it was intended to 
convert them to an armoured car regiment for service overseas 
and two battalions were formed into the King’s African Rifles.

The conversion to a mechanised armoured unit was an 
unfortunate move. The Somalis who are Moslems are a very 
proud people and very aware of their status and position. They 
considered their status to be that of Indian troops and not 
African.

The result was that on the night of 5/6 June 1944 when the 
regiment was due to move to Southern Rhodesia for training the 
Camel Corps mutinied. The reason for this according to the area 
District Commissioner was that the askaris felt that when they 
reached Southern Rhodesia they would not be accorded their 
proper status and rights as Moslems and they would be degraded.

After a court of Inquiry a recommendation was made for 
the disbandment of the Somaliland Camel Corps and this was 
done on 30 September 1944, and the name removed from The 
Army List after 30 years of honourable service.

So ended one of the most colourful Army units ever raised. 
Most of their service was spent in fighting and the courage of the 
men was shown in the battles against the Mad Mullah and later 
against the Italians in World War II.

The British Officers who served with The Camel Corps can 
be proud of their excellent record.

RR

The Royal Hospital, Chelsea.

Christmas 1985, seen with the Secretary are:-
S. Bulley, J.W. Dodd, KJ. Brown, J.A. Kershaw, L.F. Law and V.G. Edwards
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