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Editorial
As reported briefly in our November issue, the Regiment 

and particularly the museum, suffered a grievous loss in the 
death of Lt Col H.R.D. Hill, MBE. During his command of 1 
QUEENS in Malaya I was his Signal Sergeant. As a former 
signals officer Colonel Hill was always so interested in all things 
to do with the Signal Platoon. His obituary appears in this issue.

A very successful annual reunion was held last November 
with a record attendance of all ranks, from all our old units. This 
year the reunion is again at The Union Jack Club, why not try 
and encourage another old mate to attend, I am sure he would 
enjoy the evening.

On May 31st our Annual Church Service is once again at 
Guildford Cathedral, it is an ideal opportunity to say a few 
prayers, meet old friends and perhaps visit the museum at 
Clandon in the afternoon.

I have received a number of letters thanking me for the 
Newsletter, this is always nice to hear, but you, the readers are 
the people who make the Newsletter by sending in your articles 
and letters of interest. If you send an article please try and send a 
photo, (with names) as this always makes easier reading. I will 
always try and publish, but sadly sometimes your articles are too 
long. I also like to keep a few ‘snippets’ over for the next editions. 
It is always very good to hear of old comrades keeping in touch 
with each other, but perhaps of more importance finding old 
friends after many years. This is the main purpose of The 
Association and The Newsletter, so do “Keep in Touch” and try 
and encourage more to join.

Finally, a word on benevolence. If you know of any old 
comrade from our old Regiments who is in need of help please 
do contact either one of your branch associations or me, and we 
will do all we can to assist.

Les Wilson
Can you Help?

President’s Notes
My last notes were written before the Association’s parade 

at Putney Heath last October, and I would therefore like to 
record my gratitude for the very fine turn-out of members on 
that day. It is of note too that our parade was distinguished by 7 
DSOs displayed by 5 of our members, and 4 other officers with 
another 6 DSOs might easily have been present. I doubt whether 
any other Regiment could match this.

The passage of another six months regrettably means that 
more members leave our ranks, and these are of course recorded 
elsewhere. I, however, mention here Lieutenant-Colonel Bob 
Hill since he had been Chairman of the Association for 14 years. 
He was also the distinguished Commanding Officer of 
1 Queen’s for most of the time in Malaya, and recently for the last 
three years had been Chairman of our Museum. His sudden 
death was a great shock, and he is much missed.

I am though very pleased, and grateful to them, to 
welcome Colonel Bill McConnell as our new Association 
Chairman and Brigadier Michael Clarke as Chairman for the 
Museum - both have given great service to the Regiment over 
many years, and it is good that they have agreed to continue this 
service for us.

While 1987 will be a quieter year for the Association than 
1986, I hope many more of you will enjoy increased 
companionship and pleasure at the various Association and 
Regimental events during the year. These events are listed by 
our Secretary elsewhere.

Finally, I record again our appreciation to our Honorary 
Secretary. Nothing is too much trouble for him, and he works 
tirelessly on increasing numbers of benevolence cases, on roping 
in more members, and sets the highest standards of dedication - 
we are very very grateful.

‘ Toby Sewell
Benevolence

Mrs. H. Pritchard has written from 2 Blackthorne Road, 
Guildford, on behalf of her brother in Canada. Her brother 
served pre-war with the regular battalions of the Queen’s and he 
is trying to locate some of his old mates. Some names mentioned 
are Harry Drayton, Peter Scott, Ron Smith and a chap named 
SeddihgUAhy information would be appreciated.

NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIPTIONS
1. Subscriptions for this year (1987) Newsletter are now 

overdue. The subscription remains at £ 1.60 per year.
2. No action is required by

a) those who have already paid in advance;
b) members of the Officers Club whose Club 

subscription covers the cost of the Newsletter;
c) those who pay by Bankers Order, but please check 

you are paying the correct amount.
3. If you would like the Newsletter sent to a friend, 

please send his name and address, and enclose £ 1.60 
for a year’s subscription

KEEP IN TOUCH

During 1986 a total of 284 cases were investigated, 229 
grants-in-aid were given and 9 cases carried forward to 1987 for 
various reasons.

A summary of grants paid from our funds is shown below:

The Association, on behalf of The Army Benevolent Fund 
administer 26 cases of ABF Supplementary Allowance, an 
increase of 6 with a further 8 cases under consideration by the 
A.B.F.

Fund No. of Amount 
Cases

The Queen’s Royal Regiment Charitable 103 £ 10587
The East Surrey Regiment Charitable 
The Queen’s Surreys Royal Regiment War

71 £ 7661

Memorial 10 £ 1105
The East Surrey Regiment War Memorial 
The Queen’s Royal Surrey Regiment

8 £ 1176

Charitable 36 £ 5860
Former 1st Bn The Queen’s Royal Regiment

Charitable 1 £ 50

TOTAL 229 £ 26439

/?/'*'FA T



Date
31 May
12 June
8 July

12 July
9 September
26 September
8 October
16 October
17 October
23 October
24 October
30 October

5 November
6 November
8 November
20 December

10 February
13 February
19 March

26 March
23 April
14 May
1 June
5 J une 3W r^
10 or 17 July
9 September

8 or 15 October
28 October
6 November

FORECAST OF REGIMENTAL AND QUEEN’S SURREY ASSOCIATION EVENTS 
1987

Details of Event
The Regimental Annual Church Service, Guildford Cathedral. 1100 hrs.
3 Queen s march through Kingston-upon-Thames (POSTPONED due to General Election - further details later) 
Queen’s Surreys Golf Society versus Royal Marines (North Hants)
(Details to members from Major Shepherd MC.)
The Queen’s Regiment Grand Reunion, Bassingbourn
SALERNO DAY.
Museum ‘Open Day’ Clandon Park, 2-6 p.m.
Queen’s Surrey’s Golf Society Autumn meeting Richmond. (Details to members from Major Shepherd MC) 
The Queen’s Regiment Officers Club Cocktail Party, Banqueting House, London.
WOs and Sgts P^st and Present Dinner, Bassingbourn.
Queen’s Surreys Officers Club Dinner, Simpson’s-in-the-Strand, (Details to members).
6 Queen’s OCA - Dinner Dance.
East Surrey Regiment OCA Annual Reunion, Battersea Town Hall. Details from S J Jupe, 68c Havelock Road, 
Wimbledon, London SW19 8MD.
Field of Remembrance, Westminster Abbey, London.
All Ranks Reunion, Union Jack Club, London (Details with this Newsletter).
Remembrance Day Parades.
THE BRITISH BATTALION DAY.

1988
SOBRAON DAY
6th Bn Queen’s OCA - Dinner Dance.
Queen s Surrey s Regimental Trustees & Association Committee meeting, Clandon Park Details to members 
from Hon. Secretary.
Annual Reunion Dinner, 2/7th Queen’s. Details from Harry Neale (01-693-5074)
YPRES DAY
5 Queen’s OMA Annual Dinner. Details from D. Mitchell (0483 - 232043)
THE GLORIOUS FIRST OF JUNE. .------
Annual Church Service, Canterbury <Sathedral.
The Queen’s Regiment Annual Reunion.
SALERNO DAY
Officers Club Ladies Luncheon.
WOs and Sgts Past & Present Dinner, Bassingbourn. 
East Surrey Regiment OCA Annual Reunion. 
All Ranks Annual Reunion at Union Jack Club.

5 Queen’s OMA
The Remembrance Sunday Service at Holy Trinity, 

Guildford was attended by 30 members of the Old Members 
Association. The march past after the service was led by the 
Band of the Womens Royal Army Corps. It was a pleasure to 
march behind a good band. A wreath was laid in the church by 
Col J.W. Sewell on behalf of the Queens Royal Surrey 
Regimental Association, and Lt Col F.B. Herd laid a wreath at 
the War Memorial on behalf of 5 Queen’s OMA.

In November 40 members of the Cranleigh TA 1939, later 
C Coy, held their dinner at Cranleigh Cricket Club. The guests, 
President Lady William Mullens, MO Mr. Pat Jobson and Rev. 
Castle were welcomed by the Chairman Les May. Jackie Patch 
has taken over as secretary and treasurer from Reg Hubbard 
who after 25 years as secretary has moved to Norfolk.

We look forward to seeing all our old members at our 
Annual Dinner on 16 May at Sandfield Terrace, and at the 
Regimental Service at Guildford Cathedral on Sunday 31 May.

Further information about 5 Queens OMA events can be 
obtained from Doug Mitchell, 3 Little Field Way, Fairlands, 
Guildford. (0483) 232043.

CAN YOU HELP?
B. N eville, who served with The 1st Bn The Queen’s Royal 

Surrey Regiment is trying to contact his old mates. Neville 
served in the Signal Platoon in Germany, U.K. and Hong-Kong. 
His address is 53 Zeus Lane, Purbrook, Portsmouth PO7 8AQ.

M.J. Healy is asking for news of his old comrades who served 
with him in C. Company 2/6th Queen’s, before his transfer to 
l/6th Queen’s. Any reader who can help please write to Mr. 
Healy, 46 Walton Street, Southport, 4215, Queensland, Australia.

ANNUAL REUNION 1986

Top: Lt Col Bill Peet, Sid Waldron and Bill Elkins. 
Bottom: Brigadier Geoffrey Curtis and Colonel John Kealy.
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THE QUETTA EARTHQUAKE 1935

The 1st Battalion, The Queen’s Royal Regiment was 
stationed at Quetta in north west India (now in Pakistan) in May 
'1935 when the city was struck by probably the worst earthquake 
in India’s history. Most of the Battalion was out on training at the 
time, but immediately returned to undertake rescue and 
recovery. The Battalion was under the command of Lieutenant 
Colonel H.C.E. Hull, DSO, who subsequently received a 
Certificate from the Viceroy of India recording: “.... the thanks 
of the Government of India (to the Battalion)... for their share 
in the work of rescue and succour, which saved so many lives and 
mitigated so much suffering ....” Two soldiers of the Battalion 
L/Cpl G. Henshaw and Pte A. Brook were awarded the Empire 
Gallantry Medal (EGM), which medal was later converted to 
the George Cross by command of King George VI.

Colonel L.C. East, DSO, OBE, who was an officer of the 
Battalion at the time has written the following personal 
reminiscence.

An earthquake is an Act of God that, mercifully, does not 
appear to be one of the tribulations from which the British isles 
suffers. Those Britons who have travelled abroad for duty, for 
compassion or for any other reason may know what utter chaos 
is caused.

Quetta was one of the main military stations of the Indian 
Empire positioned to protect the British Raj from incursions by 
the wild, and often hostile, tribesmen living in the hills of 
Baluchistan. It lies on a plateau, surrounded practically entirely 
by hills with the main line of approach through the Bolan Pass 
from India, now Pakistan.

The earthquake struck at a few minutes after three on the 
morning of 31st May 1935. There were several shocks 
afterwards, some of them severe, but the main shock lasted for 
some twenty-five seconds and during those few seconds from 
15,00 to 20,000 people lost their lives.

That night, the Battalion and an Indian Battalion were out 
on the Plain to the North of Quetta taking part in an inter­
Battalion exercise. I was acting as an Umpire and as such was 
comfortably dozing in the back of a car which, to my 
astonishment, suddenly started to rock violently. In my dozey 
state, my first thought was that the car was running away 
backwards, the brakes having failed for some extraordinary 
reason: then, that my brother officers were taking the Mickey 
out of that favoured creature, the Umpire. On getting out of the 
car I found everyone looking towards Quetta, from which there 
were a few lights flickering and from whence there sounded a 
curious rumbling. As soon as it was possible, the exercise was 
abandoned and both Battalions marched back some twenty 
miles to their respective lines. Our Commanding Officer 
despatched officers to the City to find out what had happened. 
There was little doubt. The first casualty that one of these 
officers encountered was the Garrison Supply Depot, which 
contained all the reserve non-perishable rations for the Garrison, 
both British and Indian, and some of the perishable rations 
which were about to be issued.

The Depot was practically flat with all the stores an easy 
target for any light fingered looter. The Guard were not really in 
a condition to take any positive action. This situation was soon 
put right by a fresh Guard and a supply of tents.

THE OFFICERS. QUETTA, 1935
Back Row: 2/Lt. A.R.C. Mott, Lt. D.G. Loch, Lt. C.D.H. Parsons, Lt. B.E.L. Burton, 2/Lt. J.R. Terry. 

Lt.Jjf.F.S. Sydenham-Clarke.
Middle Row: Lt. M.V. Fletcher, Lt. U.S. Kelly, Lt. H.G. Duncombe. Lt. J. Sykes-Wright, Capt. J.F.K. Ponsford. 

Lt. L.C. East, Lt. J.A.R. Freeland, Lt. P.R. Terry, Lt. E.T.R. Jenyps, Lt. W.H. Larkin. Lt. R.P. Mangles. . 
Front Row: Capt. N.A. Willis, Capt. D.E. Bathgate. Major L.L. Welman, M.C.. Major F.J. Jebens, M.C., 

Lt.Col. H.C.E. Hull. D.S.O.. Capt. R.F.C. Oxley-Boyle, M.C.. Major J.B. Coates. M.C.. Capt. H.G.M. Evans, 
Major B.C. Haggard.

A part of the cordon wire round the City.
The next few days were spent in digging dead bodies out of 

the mass of ruined mud buildings. The troops were magnificent; 
they were most of them young and the stench was appalling, 
while pulling or digging in the debris, following the clue of an 
exposed hand or foot was a real test of guts. N o one who has not 
been in an Eastern city knows what the everyday atmosphere 
and stink is like; human and animal garbage and excreta, refuse 
of every description and rotting vegetation abound with few, if 
any, drains and clouds of flies thrown in for good measure. When 
to all this the foul odour of putrefying flesh is added, the stomach 
really revolts. In the hot sun, putrefaction sets in immediately 
after death. As soon as possible, first aid dressings were issued for 
use as gas masks.

I have already mentioned the several earthquake shocks 
that happened. On the second day, when the next most severe 
shock occurred, I was marching with a body of troops into the 
city. The reaction of the troops was immediate - it might have 
been in accordance with the Training Manual - they took cover 
in the nearest ditch, which luckily did not open up. The mules, 
carrying certain supplies, stood four square with their legs 
stretched out stiff and rigid. My own first thought was “but I 
didn’t have anything to drink this morning”! I also, like a mule, 
stood stock still and lucky that I did for an enormous chasm had 
opened up a few feet in front of me.

After four days the City was closed except for patrols. The 
Battalion had provided security guards and patrols during the 
rescue operations. Looting had started almost at first light on 
31st May. News spreads like wildfire in the East and tribesmen 
and predators from the surrounding villages soon gathered to see 
what they could collect. These guards and patrols were not too 
unpleasant in the daylight but at night they were frightening in 
the extreme.

You did not know what was around you or close to you. 
The City was soon completely surrounded by a high barbed wire 
barricade. Inside this there was a deadly silence, broken by a 
slight whimpering and the snarls of packs of wild, savage and 
half-starved Pariah dogs digging to gorge themselves on the dead 
flesh. On the other side were the dark hills, standing out faintly 
against the sky; there was no moon. One knew that the hills were 
filled with dark and swarthy tribesmen ready to rush down and 
stick into you a long, razor sharp knife. A rifle was their most 
prized form of loot.

Again, the men were magnificent. It is on occasions like 
this that the real worth of the British soldier stands out. While the 
men were thus occupied their wives gathered to help the 
overworked nursing staff in the hospitals and refugee camp. 
Some of these women had never seen anything worse than a cut 
finger; now no menial task was beneath them and no vivid 
imagination is required to picture what these tasks were.

When our duties of guarding the City were over and we had 
time to reconsider events, we all of us remembered the sort of 
sultry, oppressive silence on the evening of 30th May, as if a 
thunderstorm was brewing. Very few of our personal Indian 
retainers seemed to be about and there was a complete absence 
of birds; there was certainly very little sound of the former and 
absolutely none of the latter. We all felt and thought the same, so 
it cannot have been entirely imagination.

On the nights when we were not on duty we slept outside 
our bungalows; these were still standing but were badly cracked 
and could not be used or entered except for rapid visits. It was 
bitterly cold with a wind from the East that might have come 
straight off Mount Everest. We of course had to sleep in our 
clothes in case of sudden emergency and most of us had
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revolvers under our pillows. I remember thinking - “do I shoot if 
anything moves, will it be a friend, a cut-throat or merely my 
imagination?”

Many enquiries poured in from all over India as soon as the 
enormity of the situation was known, but visitors were 
discouraged and readily understood that their presence would be 
more hinderance than help. A few V.I.P.’s did however appear, 
probably for necessary reasons, and the Battalion had to provide 
one Guard of Honour at the station. For the third time, I wish to 
pay tribute to our soldiers. These young men might have been on 
parade for Guard Duty at Buckingham Palace; their turnout, 
marching, drill and steadiness were first class. They rose to the 
occasion though standing as they did on a cracked station year, 
surrounded by tumbledown buildings and knowing that they 
would shortly return to a by no means ideal existence. It may be 
mentioned that the single line railway, though damaged by the 
earthquake, had stood the shock well and was soon repaired and 
fit for use.

A sentry watching the cordon wire.

This short word picture has attempted to show what an 
earthquake was like to one who was present. It does not really 
portray the grief, tribulation and desolation that was caused. It 
has attempted to show what a small part of the British Army, 
male and female, did for one of the peoples governed by the 
British Raj. Doubtless the soldier of today would act in the 
same way, should occasion arise. It makes one realise how lucky 
one is to live in the British Isles where the worst disasters appear 
to be caused by floods or our own manmade follies. ^^

6th (Bermondsey) Bn. The Queen’s Royal Regiment O.C.A.
A very successful Christmas Social was held aboard 

H.M.S. Belfast on the last weekend of November. This was a 
well attended function.

The annual Dinner/Dance held at the Union Jack Club in 
February was also a successful and well attended night. 
Although we would like to have seen more members attend.

At the end of May we will be entertaining our friends from 
Belgium. A full programme of events has been laid on for their 
benefit.

On July 12th it is the intention of 6th Queen’s to run a 
coach from Bermondsey to Bassingbourn for the Grand 
reunion. Details will be available from the Secretary. 01-8210028 
after 1900 hrs except Sundays).

The Ladies night Dinner this year will be at the Union Jack 
Club Waterloo on Saturday October 24th.

JTB 
2/7th Battalion, The Queen’s Royal Regiment

Under the presiding hand of Brigadier Maurice 
MacWilliam, 61 ex-members of the Battalion held their 41st 
Annual Reunion Dinner at the “Barley Mow”. Horseferry Road, 
SW1, on Saturday 28th March 1987. As always, we stood after 
the meal to remember “Absent Comrades”, both from wartime 
and those by name more recently deceased. Snippets from 
messages of apology were read out and good wishes for recovery 
sent to our ailing members - anno domini also seems to be 
having a wider effect, as the years pass.

However, a fit-looking Harry Neale, our secretary, had 
been as persistent as ever in gathering us together so that 
conviviality and good fellowship could follow its traditional 
course for the evening, the customary raffle towards Battalion 
funds had generous support from members with a popular win, 
drawn by ‘Mac’, for Gus Leaney on leave at this time from 
Zimbabwe.

Should all circumstances be right for the occasion, we shall 
meet once again on Saturday 26th March 1988, and if - and only if 
- you are still in touch with Harry Neale (01-693 5074), the full 
details will reach you early next February.

A.G.S.

Ray Sunderland, "Toddy”, Ted Law, Ron Velvick and others 
in Jubilant mood.

CAN YOU HELP?
Were you with the 2/6th Queen’s at Anzio on the 22nd February. 
Did you know Cpl Albert David Mallinder (Bert)? Any 
information would be greatly appreciated by his daughter. He 
was posted missing after being wounded whilst out on patrol on 
the above date. Please forward any details through the Secretary 
at RHQ The Queen’s, Canterbury.

George Robinson 4


