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Editorial

The period since our last Newsletter has been a particularly
busy one for me. It has however had the bonus of me meeting so
many of our members and their families at various functions.

A large number supported The Queen’s Regiment at the
opening of the new Museum at Dover Castle and the Grand
Reunion at Bassingbourn brought an even higher turnout than
ever before. The Freedom March through Kingston-upon-
Thames and our Clandon Open Day at the Museum were all
mini-reunions which gave much pleasure to our members.

The march through Kingston-upon-Thames was, I know,
marred for some because it had not been possible to arrange any
central meeting place where members and their families could
get together for a drink. Sadly, apart from our museum, there is
now no permanent Association location in Surrey. Efforts were
made to enable members to use The Field Ambulance Mess at
the Drill Hall in Portsmouth Road, but, on this occasion, they
were involved in an exercise and could not assist us. I mention
this, as I know from talking to members how disappointed they
were in not being able to have a proper ‘get together’.

During this period the 3rd Battalion The Queen’s
Regiment, commanded by Lt Col R.M. McGhie, has been
awarded the Wilkinson Sword of Peace for their outstanding
work in assisting the civilian population of Belize during their
recent unaccompanied tour. This achievement brings great
credit to the battalion and the Regiment.

The 1st Battalion, commanded by Lt Col M.J. Ball, has
now returned to Tidworth from yet another tour in Ulster, this
time in South Armagh. It was a particularly testing and hard time
for them and great credit is due to all ranks for their very
successful tour. It remains a sobering thought that the Ist
Battalion were first deployed in Londonderry in 1969 and, like
their regular sister battalions of the Regiment and many other
units of the British Army, they have carried out emergency tours
of four months and resident tours of two years since then, overa
period of eighteen years.

Benevolence is still on the increase but, if you know of a
comrade or a dependant who needs help, do let us know and we
will do our best to help.

All the best to you for Christmas 1987 and a prosperous

1988.
Les Wilson

Number 42
November 1987

Regimental Headquarters
The Queen's Regiment
Howe Barracks
Canterbury

Kent

CT1 1JU

President’s Notes

These notes are written on coming back from Kingston
upon Thames where the 3rd Battalion of our Regiment under
the command of Lieutenant Colonel R.M. McGhie has
exercised the Freedom first conferred on the East Surrey
Regiment and transferred on through the Queen’s Royal Surrey
Regiment to the Queen’s Regiment today. It was excellently
done in front of a good turnout of our members, as well as many
of the general public.

For me it was nostalgic since I was privileged to lead the 1st
Battalion and a Detachment of the 6th(T) Battalion when the
Freedom was last exercised having then been transferred to the
Queen’s Regiment. However looking back on that event it is not
all nostalgia because there were problems when due to the
priorities of the Superintendent of Police it seemed that our
marching troops might have to give way to the odd double-
decker bus whose progress - “Hold very tight, please” - could not
be delayed.

The funny side of things has always been important to the
British Army, and it is good to know that this goes on, exampled
by the Ist Battalion again publishing “Braganza” during their
tour in the most intense area in Ireland - South Armagh. We can
all take pride and pleasure in this, as we can in the wonderful
good humour and cheerfulness of our oldest soldiers, a number
of whom I have had the delight of meeting this year: some,
Private Wilfred Luff DCM of Ist Queen’s 1916-1918 of
Haslemere, Clarrie Jarman of Woking who lost a leg as a result of
wounds received with 7th Queen’s during the attack on the first
day of the Somme, and Sergeant Ernest Turner, MM of Ist
Queen’s too who came to Bassingbourn.

I would like to pay tribute to two others who gave much to
the Regiment and our Association - John Solomon, who was a
Sergeant with Ist East Surreys during the last War, to whom
many East Surreys owe a lot for the work and dedication he gave
to the Chairmanship of the Association of members of the
Surreys - and to Lieutenant R.A.U. Jennings, for many years
President of the 2nd/4th Queen’s Association whose service
with the Regiment was very short, but who lived a life as a
distinguished schoolmaster in which his time with 2nd/4th in
1918 was always remembered with great pride.

My very good wishes to all members for Christmas and for

the next year to come.
Toby Sewell

Annual Church Service




20 December

10 February
13 February
4 March
19 March

26 March
23 April
5 May
14 May
16 May
28/29 May
1 June
5 June
15 June

FORECAST OF REGIMENTAL AND QUEEN'S SURREY ASSOCIATION EVENTS

1987
THE BRITISH BATTALION DAY Details
SOBRAON DAY 1988
6th Bn Queen’s OCA - Dinner Dance
Queen’s Regiment Officers’ Club Dinner - Duke of York’s HQ

Queen’s Surreys Regimental Trustees & Association Meeting - Clandon Park.
Details to Members from Hon Sec.

Annual Reunion Dinner, 2/7th Queen’s. Details from Harry Neal - (01-693-5074)
YPRES DAY

Golf Society Spring Meeting at Richmond. Details from Maj F.V. Sheppard MC
5 Queen’s OMA Annual Dinner. Details from D. Mitchell (0483-232043)
ALBUHERA DAY

‘Glorious First’ Cricket Match v HMS Nelson, Portsmouth

THE GLORIOUS FIRST OF JUNE

Annual Church Service, Guildford Cathedral. 1100 for 1115 Service

Freedom March - Guildford - further details in May NL

16 June
6 July
10 July
9 September
6 October
15 October
28 October
4 November

November Remembrance Day Parade

Freedom March - Reigate & Banstead - further details in May NL

Golf Society v Royal Marines GS at Northants Golf Club. Details from Maj F.V. Sheppard MC
The Queen’s Regiment Annual Reunion - Bassingbourn

SALERNO DAY - Officers’ Club Ladies Luncheon, Clandon Park

Golf Society Autumn Meeting at Richmond Golf Club. Details from Maj F.V. Sheppard MC
WOs’ and Sgts’ Past & Present Dinner - Bassingbourn

The East Surrey Regiment All Ranks Reunion

The Queen’s Royal Surrey Regiment All Ranks Reunion at Union Jack Club
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CONGRATULATIONS
To Colonel and Mrs. John Kealy on their Golden Wedding.
To Captain and Mrs. Charles Wilder on their Golden Wedding.

To Brigadier R.W. Acworth, CBE, on his promotion to
Brigadier.

To Lt Col A.F.S. Ling, MBE, on his forthcoming promotion to
Colonel.

European Sighting - The Lamb and Flag

Having read the detailed article on the Regimental Colours
in your May issue of the Newsletter I thought that readers might
be interested in the following story:-

My wife Kay and [ were invited to a wedding in Frieburg in
Southern Germany in early June of this year. It was, need I add,
an exhausting but very enjoyable weekend.

On the day of the ceremony which took place in the
comparatively new (1952 pattern) church which was of Martin
Luther faith, I was standing on the steps attempting to recover
from the previous night’s activities at a “Wein Fest”. I looked
upwards for help and inspiration and saw to my delight a circular
stained glass window which depicted a Lamb and Flag exactly in
the format and colour we all know so well.

Trying to confirm the origins of the window was difficult.
My previous fluent command of the german language honed
over years of service in Iserlohn, Lemgo and Werl had been
clouded by UK life and exposure over four years to Gulf Arabic.

Questjons relating to origins and indeed significance were
met by blank looks. As to the original Church and the reason for
a new build or why a rebuild had been acquired, I made no

progress. As we might have been party to its destruction I
decided not to pursue the matter. Atthis stage in the proceedings
we were formed up and marched into the church, subsequent
attempts to prise information were lost in a haze of Wine,
Gateaux and Achutzels.

There is obviously a thread somewhere, perhaps some
reader can throw some light on an intriguing sighting.

RAJ

Annual Reunion - Bassingbourn

Bill Warren, Jack Chaffer & I/P Sam Dickason




) THE QUEEN’S REGIMENT

5" 1661
‘Regular Battalions

The 1st Battalion have recently completed a 4 month tour in
Northern Ireland and, on their return to Tidworth, Lt Col Mike
Ball handed over command to Lt Col Chris Charter. The 2nd
Battalion, based in Minden, West Germany, under Lt Col Peter
Cook, trained in Canada in August. The 3rd Battalion,
commanded by Lt Col Bob McGhie, completed their 4 month
operational tour in Northern Ireland in June and returned to
Canterbury, but move back to freland as a ‘resident battalion’ in

January 1988.

TA Battalions

The 5th (Volunteer) Battalion, under Lt Col Charles Joint, have
taken part in exercises in Germany and Scotland, won the South
East District Catering Competition and provided the guards for
the Grand Reunion at Bassingbourn in July. The 6th/7th
(Volunteer) Battalion, commanded by a TA officer, Lt Col R E
Lowans TD, provided a Guard of Honour for HRH Princess
Margaret when she opened the Tynewald Parliament on the Isle
of Man in July. The new 8th (Volunteer) Battalion, The Queen’s
Fusiliers, which is under Maj P A Gwilliam, had their TA Centre
at St John’s Hill, Clapham, opened by HRH The Duke of Kent in
July and is now recruiting hard.

Museum in Dover Castle

One of the highlights of the year was the opening of the new
Regimental Museum in Dover Castle by the Lord Lieutenant of
Kent on 16 May 1987 (Albuhera Day). HM Queen Elizabeth The
Queen Mothersubsequently visited the museum, in her capacity
of Lord Warden of the Cinque Ports, on 19th July and was
received by the Colonel of the Regiment and Lt Col Les Wilson.
All members of our Regimental Association may obtain free
entry to the castle to visit the museum on showing their

Association Membership Card.

Eric Stenning, who many Queens Surreys will remember,
talking to H.M. The Queen Mother on her visit to the museum.
Myr Stenning is the museum attendant.

Wilkinson Sword of Peace

The 3rd Battalion had the great honour of being awarded the
Wilkinson Sword of Peace this year for their work for the civilian
community of Belize during their tour there in 1986. The Sword
was presented by the Lord Lieutenant of Kent at a ceremony in
Canterbury in September. This is the first time a battalion of the
Regiment has received this distinction.

Freedom Parades

In June a contingent from the 3rd Battalion exercised the
Regiment’s Freedom of the London Borough of Barnet and the
City of Chichester and received, on behalf of the Regiment, the
new Freedom of Ashford, Kent. In September they exercised
our Freedom of the Royal Borough of Kingston-upon-Thames.
During this ceremony the silver bugles, originally presented to
the East Surrey Regiment, were represented to The Queen’s
Regiment by Colonel W E McConnell TD. The same month, a

contingent from the 6th/7th (Volunteer) Battalion paraded
through Brighton, another of our ‘Freedom Boroughs’. In 1988,
acontingent from the Ist Battalion will exercise our Freedoms of
Guildford (15 June), Reigate and Banstead (16 June), Ramsgate
(17 June) and Maidstone (18 June), while the 6th/7th
(Volunteer) Battalion will parade through Worthing on 1
October.

ASSOCIATION EVENTS
Visit to 1st Battalion, The Queen’s Regiment

Lieutenant Colonel Mike Ball, commanding the Battalion,
asked the President, Trustees and Members of the Main
Committee to visit the 1st Battalion at Mooltan Barracks prior to
their Northern Ireland tour. The visit took place on 30th April.
Eight of us were able to go on a fascinating and most interesting
visit, during which we were made very welcome, and were
assured of the present Regiment’s concern for us and pride in the
traditions and history they have inherited and now represent.

The visit started with a briefing of the Commanding officer
on the organisation of the Battalion, their pre-Northern Ireland
traming and their role and activities once in Ireland, some
requiring very high levels of expertise. We then visited some
training, which included an introduction to, and firing of, the
new SA 80 rifle. The WOs and Sgts welcomed us to their Mess,
and we had a delightful buffet lunch in the Officers’ Mess. It was
a very stimulating visit and we were most grateful to everyone
concerned in the Battalion for making time for us in an
extremely busy period. .

Opening of the Queen’s Regiment’'s Museum

A good representation was present for the official opening
by the Lord Lieutenant of Kent of the new Museum at Dover
Castle on 16th May - Albuhera Day. Everyone involved is to be
congratulated on a wonderful addition to the portrayal of the
Regiment’s history and tradition. In particular, our Secretary,
who amongst his many other tasks is Curator of the Museum and
therefore responsible for just about everything. Major Jock
Haswell has provided and written most of the historical detail.
We are proud that the Museum contains a number of our
important artifacts, including some of the most distinguished
sets of medals, including those of Lieutenant Colonel A.D.
Borton VC, DSO and Lieutenant A.J. Fleming-Sandes VC.

Annual Service, Guildford Cathedral

The annual service took place on Sunday 31st May. A very
large turnout of members and their wives were again present and
included the Colonel of the Regiment, Mayor, Generals M.
Forrester, D.L. Lloyd Owen, R.S.N. Mans and M.F. Reynolds.
The service was conducted, due to the interregnum of Deans, by
the Precentor, Canon Adrian Leak. The Reverend Douglas
Walker, CF, TA, Chaplain to Sth Battalion The Queen'’s
Regiment, gave the Address and the President, as usual, read the
Lesson.

The Queen’s Regiment Reunion - Bassingbourn

The largest turnout of the Association so far attended the
Reunion at Bassingbourn. The Association contingent on
parade for the Drumhead Service was commanded by the
President and marched past after the Queen’s Regiment
Association detachment, in which a number of our members
marched. It was very good to have Sergeant Ernest Turner, MM
(DOB 6 November 1898) with us from Huntingdon, where he
lives. It was a very nice, friendly day, blessed with sunshine and
warmth in a not so good summer.

Opening of Headquarters,
8th Battalion The Queen’s Fusiliers TA

The President and Chairman and a number of others were
invited to be present at the official reopening of the TA Centre at
St John’s Hill, Clapham, by Major General H.R.H. The Duke of
K ent. This ceremony took place with style in the forecourt ofthe
Drill Hall on 15th July 1987. The Battalion has its Headquarters
and Headquarter Company at St John’s Hill and a Company at
Flodden Road, Camberwell. It very much re-establishes our
presence in the old Queens and East Surrey areas in South
London and we wish the Battalion all possible success.







