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EDITORIAL

This edition will be published as many of our readers recall the
events of half a century ago, particularly those members who
were present with The British Expeditionary Force in France,
and Belgium. Many of those were fortunate to be evacuated
from the beaches of Dunkirk, whilst sadly we have many who
were captured and spent long ycars as prisoners-of-war in
enemy hands.

This seems then, an appropriate time to remind you all of the
annual church service to be held this year on the 10th June, as
customary at Guildford Cathedral. The preacher this year will
be The Reverend Jimmy Morrison, the Padre serving with 1
Queen’s.

After the Service and drinks in the Refectory, ALL are invited
to go along to Sandfield Terrace and join 5 Old Members
Association in a finger buffet and swop yarns over a pint. Please
do read the notice inside the Newsletter regarding notifying
numbers attending. Do then make an effort to bring your wife
and try and encourage your mates to attend also.

Once again I have been fortunate to have received many letters
and articles, some as always must be put aside for another
edition, BUT please do keep them coming in, as without them,
this Newsletter would not be as interesting to as many of you
asI am told it is.

There is a short article in this edition written by one of our
“elder citizens” who served in The Grcat War and still attends
many functions. This article was written in 1920 after the author
had returned home.

Details of The Queen’s Regiment Grand Reunion are also in
The Newsletter and once again I hope to see many of you and
your wives at this very popular event.

Les Wilson.

Congratulations To:-

Mrs Freda Kerrick, on her 100th birthday. Mrs Kerrick is the
widow of Brigadier W. Kerrick DSO MC, Royal Engineers and
was the mother of Captain John Kerrick who was killed whilst
serving with 2 Surreys in Malaya. The Association sent its best
wishes to Mrs Kerrick on her birthday.

Major General Fergus & Mrs Ling on their Golden Wedding
on 20th March

Brigadier A F S Ling OBE on his recent promotion.

Major and Mrs Peter Spcaring on their marriage.

W.Petch and his wife on their Golden Wedding on 2nd March
Dave Clemens and his wife on their marriage.

Best Wishes to:-
Colonel Nick Nice, Majors Toby Taylor, Charles Cole, Messrs,

Jack Homersham, T. Kienzle and Tom Lawless, all have been
ill since our last Newsletter was published. Major Charles Cole
suffered a severe stroke and is at present in a small nursing
home in Cornwall. Colonel Nick Nice attended The
Association Committee meeting in March and says he is
improving steadily. To the above our best wishes for a very
speedy return to full health.

PRESIDENT’S NOTES

The commemoration this year of the 50th Anniversary of
Dunkirk, the Battle of Britain, the formation of the Parachute
Regiment and other events which took place in the early days
of World War II, are bound to stir the memories of many
members. Such historic happenings fifty years ago put the
formation of our own former Regiments and their many earlier
battle honours into impressive perspective.

Inevitably there will be sad memories of those who did not
return, but there will also be pride in the service given and
honours gained by our former Regiments throughout the war.
It is good that we are now being reminded of such events.

It is also good that we, whether we served pre-war, durinfg the
war or post-war, remain so close as fellow members of our
Association. I look forward to meeting many of you at
Bassingbourn on Sunday 8th July and continuing to forge even
closer links with our successors in the Queen’s Regiment.

Mike Doyle
‘GAINST FIRE AND PILLAGE’

Deplorable and disgusting though the recent riots in London
may have been, they still do not seem to compare, either in
violence or magnitude, with the Gordon Riots of June 1780.
Then the casualty roll was reported as:- “Killed by association
troops and guards 109, killed by light horse 101, died in
hospitals 75, (wounded) prisoners under care 173". This was
exclusive of numbers (belicved to be very considerable) who
died in the streets or who were buried in the ruins of
demolished buildings.

Complaints were made in some quarters that the authorities
had not acted with the firmness expected or required of them,
but at lcast the Surrey Regiment of Militia, fighting alongside
rcgular troops of the Queen’s Royal Regiment, responded
nobly to the call to duty on London streets. A writer in the
British Army Dispatch, Press and West End Courier later
commented on how “.....during the Gordon Riots in 1780, when
they who should have protected the state and commonwealth
hesitated, and looked coolly on, the Surrcy Militia cleared with
the bayonet the City and Bridges, and rolling back the flood of
Anarchy and Rebellion, saved the Metropolis of the Empire
from Pillage and Fire”.
R.F.
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FORECAST OF REGIMENTAL AND QUEEN’S SURREY ASSOCIATION EVENTS

Details

THE GLORIOUS FIRST OF JUNE

President’s Reception for Freedom Mayors of Surrey - Clandon Park.

Annual Cricket Match v The Royal Navy - Tidworth.

Annual Church Service, Guildford Cathedral. 1100hrs.

1 Queen’s (with Kohima Band) exercise Freedom of Worthing (Joint parade with HMS Sussex),
followed by Beating Retrcat.

Golf Society v Royal Marines, North Hants Golf Club (by invitation of the Captain).

The Queen’s Regiment Grand Reunion - Bassingbourn. Details enclosed.

SALERNO DAY

Queen’s Surreys Museum Open Day - Clandon.

Golf Socicty. Autumn Mecting. Woking Golf Club.

Qucen’s Surreys Officers’ Club Luncheon, Clandon Park.

The Queen’s Regiment Cocktail Party, Law Society’s Hall.

The Queen’s Regiment, WOs’ and Sgts’ Past and Present Dinner, Depot Quecen’s Division.
Annual Reunion, The East Surrey Regiment, Drill Hall, St. Johns Hill, Clapham Junction.
Queen’s Surreys Reunion, Union Jack Club, London, Details enclosed.

The Field of Remembrance - Westminster. 1100hrs,

Remembrance Day.

THE BRITISH BATTALION DAY

SOBRAON DAY

The Quecen’s Regiment Officers’ Club Dinner. (25th Anniversary of Regiment)
Regimental Association Trustees and Committee Meeting - Clandon Park.
YPRES DAY

ALBUHERA DAY

The Queen’s Surreys Annual Church Service - Guildford Cathedral
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Yel AgpinWe Are Indebted To MajorJ. L. A.

Fowler TD. for giving us the materials onwhich

our newsletter is printed.
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NOT changed!

Ona recent visit to Major Stephen Petzing’s home, the President took this
picture of him "at rest”. Members who knew him will see that his habits have



THE QUEEN’S REGIMENT

The Battalions

The 1st Battalion completed a 4V 2 month tour of duty in N
Ireland at the end of February and returned to Tidworth where
they will be bascd until their move to Minden in early 1991.
Their CO, Lt Col Chris Charter handed over command to Lt
Col Amedee Micville on 6 April. In the 2nd Battalion, Lt Col
Merrick Willis will be succeeded as CO on 8 June by Lt Col
David Wake and the battalion will be posted to Canterbury
from Minden in early 1991. The 3rd Battalion moved from
Aldergrove, after a two year tour there, to Cyprus in March
wherc they are bascd in the Episkopi Sovereign Base Area.
The Sth (Volunteer) Battalion will have a new CO on 2
November when Lt Col Philip Pearce hands over to Lt Col
Chris Argent, a TA officer. The 6th/7th (Volunteer) Battalion
are continuing their Orienteering successes having won overall
the South East District TA Unit Championships in February,
with three individual winners. Finally, the 8th Queen’s Fusiliers
will excrcise the Regiment’s and the Royal Regiment of
Fusiliers’ ‘Privilege’ of marching through the City of London
on 21 May, before a change of CO on 3 August when Lt Col
Nick Brunt hands over to a Qucensman, Lt Col Peter
McLelland.

Deputy Colonels

Early this ycar one of our four Deputy Colonels of the
Regiment left UK for overseas and another returned - Brig
Mike Constantine CBE moved to Hong Kong to become
Deputy Commander and Chief of Staff and Brig Bob Acworth
CBE was appointed Chief of Staff at HQ South East District.

Regimental Headquarters

Maj Hugh Tennent and Maj Dick Waite who have worked in
Regimental Headquarters respectively for 10 and 11 years will
retire in Junc. They will be succeeded by Maj Joec O’Gorman
Wwho started in the Middlesex Regiment and Maj Bill Marshall
who was originally in the Buffs. Maj Bill Marshall, together
with Maj Ian Jones who has returned for a second tour as
Regimental Careers Officer, will be much involved in
recruiting which is again recciving the highest priority in the
Regiment.

£ 63,000 For Charity

Last year the Regiment raised or assisted in raising no less than
£63,000 for good causes. The 2nd Battalion donated £11,000 to
the Acorn Trusl for the Handicapped, the 3rd Battalion £6,600
for the Royal National Life boat Institution and 8th Queen’s
Fusiliers £3,800 for the St George’s Hospital Scanner Appeal.
The 6th/7th (Volunteer) Battalion, in conjunction with the
Reed Business Publishing Group raised £30,000 for the Queen
Elizabeth Foundation for the Disabled. In addition, smaller
sums were accumulated by all battalions for a wide variety of
charities.

The Flying Dragons

For the second successive year the Regimental Free Fall Team,
the ‘Flying Dragons’, did their Team Training in California in
February. This season they are again sponsorcd by Danepak.
They will be giving over fifty breathtaking displays before
thousands of spectators at shows, fctes and other functions
throughout the UK, as well as running a programme of onc day
parachuting courses at Bassingbourn. There are a few dates
still available in their programme for future booking.

1ST BATTALION THE QUEENS REGIMENT

Thisis PTC’s first article for the Newslettcr. On a personal note
I wish Ovid the best of luck in his next posting and hopc that
he has recovered from his Rottweiler bite from the strcets of
West Belfast!

West Belfast has dominated the 1st Battalion’s life over the last
four months, both in training and during deployment. At the

time of writing this article the Battalion is over half way through
a highly successful tour.

For those members who have served in the Province many
times over the years, the following locations of Queensmen
may revive old memories:

Tangier Company at Girdwood

Holland Company at North Howard Street Mill

Kirkes Company at Fort Whiterock

Members of the Battalion were also based at Musgrave Park
Hospital, the Divis Mountain Key Point and various
Observation Posts.

The names of areas have not changed though the standard of
housing has improved dramatically since the Battalion was first
deployed to the Province 9 tours ago. The sophistication of
equipment has also improved as can be seen by the
accompanying photograph. The soldier shown is wearing an
Improved Northern Ireland Body Armour (INIBA) vest under
his combat jackct and the new design helmet and attached
visor. He is carrying the new SA80 Individual Weapon, asecure
HF radio and specialist bomb detection equipment.

It is not possible to go into any operational dctail in this article,
however, the role of the soldier has changed over the last 20
yearsin NorthernIreland, as police primacy has taken over and
every soldier is in support of the RUC defeating terrorism.

The terrorist has also become more sophisticated. There are
less “Cowboy” shoots compared with the 70s and most
incidents are carefully planned. The current main threat is the
Command Wire Improvised Explosive device (CWIED). The
Battalion has had a number of CWIED attacks during the tour.
They normally consist of a relatively small charge of explosive
connected to a firing point by a thin wire sometimes only 20mm
long. They are designed to catch out a soldier on foot patrol
and tend to be within hard republican areas. Another weapon
uscd is an Improvised Anti Army Grenade (IAAG). This is a
home madc grenade about 2 foot long with a shaped charge of
exElosivc inside which is thrown at or dropped on military
vehicles. The threat still exists from a shoot and also from proxy
bomb or mortar attack.

This year sces the 1st Battalion in its normal conventional
training cycle as part of the United Kingdom Mobile Force
based in Tidworth.

Climbing back into our Saxon vehicles will seem a far cry from
the streets of West Belfast.
PTC.







Major John Tamplin ‘holding court’

Museun Notes

The winter closcd scason has scen the transformation of onc
of the rooms of the museum formerly the Archives room, into
a multi- purpose facility for committec mcctings and storage
of archives, a grcatly improved medals display and an cxcellent
new shop front.

Our leasc restricts us to sclling “regimentalia”, and while items
carrying regimental insignia have a steady although limited
appcal, books about aspeccts of regimental history arc an
important altraction, espccially during the first ycar or two of

their appearance. In that respect Brigadier Geoffrey Curtis’s
excellent book ‘Salerno Remembered’ has been a major earner
and we continue to be most gratcful to him and the Association
for allowing us to reap the profits from his long hours of work
and style of writing which has attracted much praise. Do please
encourage your friends and aquaintances to apply to the
Curator for a copy only 9.45 including postage and a bargain
at the price. The next book duc is about our regimental
forbears in India where there was almost continual regimental
service from 1825 until 1947, a remarkable record.

Enclosures with this cdition of the ncwsletter reflect other
aspects of our continual cfforts to maintain interest in the
museum. Onc seeks to complete the remarkable record of
commanding officers which has been compiled by Lieutenant
Colonel Anson Squirc, and the other invites personal
rcminiscences about China which are being compiled by Mrs
Daphne Hill in preparation for a futurc special theme display
dcpicting our regiment’s service in that country. And the
expansion of thec World War Two section, continue to attract
much attention. There is so much detail in them that they are
well worth at least a sccond visit.

The museum opened for the 1990 season on 1st April. We
observe thc same opening hours as the National Trust which
are every altcrnoon except Thursdays and Fridays from 1.30 to
6pm. Richard Ford, our curator, is assisted by John Woodroff
as our archivist who is endlessly painstaking in answcring
wrilten cnquirics, by Captain Graham Wenn, our Treasurer,
and by a ncw assistant curator, Mrs Penny Jamcs. Mrs Jean
Ann Stock’s departure alter ten years of splendid service - ever
sincc the muscum opencd at Clandon - has been a matter of
great regret. She will be much missed, but we are fortunate to
have Mrs James with us.

Now that we arc open there is a nced for volunteers to help
with visitors to the muscum at weekends and on Bank Holidays
in ordcr to assist our pcrmancnt staff at busy timcs and to
enable them to take the occasional weekend off during the
summcr. Richard Ford would be very glad to hear from anyone
preparcd to help.

MIJAC

Mrs. Jean-Anne Stock

When our Museum had to move from Kingston to Clandon
Park a new assistant to the Curator had to bc found. Whilc
traditionally assistants in military muscums have generally
been found from local “old” soldiers this was not a possibility
at Clandon, and so Mrs. Jean-Annc Stock camc to join us. Her
background had little connection with the Army or military
affairs, and indecd she had been working at a high management
level in the London world of couture. However she wanted a
job nearcr home giving hcr a little morc time and so, perhaps
to mutual surprisc on both sides she found herself the Museum
Kceper and a very key person. After 10 years of direct service
to the Regiment she has now retired much to our loss.

Throughout her time Mrs. Stock contributcd much flair and
good sense and her touch has bcen invaluable in the detailed
layout of displays. From the beginning she sct herself to
become interested and knowledgeable about the histories of
the Regiments, and she has always given a welcome of much
charm to cvery visitor so that many have gone away with
interest enhanced and many have come back again. She will be
much missed, but she will continuc to give of her help and time
as a member of thc Committee, while in 1989 shc was also
clected a Lady Associatc Member of the Association.

Mrs. Stock has been replaced by Mrs. Penny James who is
much welcomed in her place, and who is already doing a fine
job for thc Muscum.

JWS.







piquet, which may have thinned out first, had to carecr down
the hill as fast as it could go. Withdrawal was the really
dangerous time, espccially if it was %clling late, as the Pathans
may have been lying up close by all the day. A casualty in a
piquet that was not out of range by the time the Pathans
reached the top could causc untold trouble.

There were two punitive columns in which 1 Queens took part.
The first left Razmak on 7th Deccember 1940, when a lashkar
of several hundred was bent on mischicf a few miles from
Razmak. We were fairly new to the job and fortunatcly were
not scnt to take a large feature called Pakkalita Sar, which was
allotted to an expcricnced Punjabi battalion. When thcy were
In position we could hear some shots, and we passed safely
underncath. Our task for the day was protecting the campsite
at Taudi China, a mile or two ahead. When the Punjabis started
to withdraw it was obvious that the lashkar was opposing thcm
strongly. Early casualtics mecant retaking the feature. The
Pathans managed to get between piquets and reserves.
Mountain artillery and machinc guns did not dcter them. The
Commanding Officer and other British officers were killed or
wounded. The day wore on and and another Indian battalion
wasscent up to help the withdrawal. At nightfall the engagement
was still hotly in progress and confuscd soldicrs madc for the
camp and werc overtaken by the cnemy. I think some seventy
werc killed and many more were woundcd.

Indian mountain artillery and crew sct up and ready to firc.

For most of us this was thc first time we had hcard shots fired
In anger. [ was commanding D Coy and when we reached
Tauda China the company was ordered to take a fcature
ncarby, a steep hill with two or three piquet positions and
coverced with evergreen trces mostly holly. We took up our
positions safely and sangars were built at great specd as you
can imagine. We had a scction out in front and and our
tquipment was outside the sangar. It was nearly finished when
Tac-Dum’,(Pathan bullets were known as ‘Tac-Dums’ from
the crack of the bullet going-with luck- past, followed by the
dceper noise from the firing of the rifle) a bullet whistled past,
and then a few more. But no attack materialised. We brought
In our cquipment, but it was getting dark and I think we
received no food that night, so subsistcd on haversack rations,
spending a cold, uncomfortable and slecpless night, but with
no further sniping. But from Pakkalita Sar came the sounds of
battle raging II:EH’ into the night.

Incidentally there was another cxcitement from that camp
piquet. We were still at Tauda China (which mcans Hot
Springs), at Christmas when it snowed. At 0001 on Christmas
morning, Verey lights were sent up from the piquet. Everyone
down below stood to and got ready to put down covering fire,
when the piquet’s lamp spelled Happy Christinas, from Lt.
‘Oscar’ Palmer who was 1n charge there. He took over the
animal transport a littlc later.
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A view of the camp at Tauda China. Note the mules and vchicles.

We stayed at Tauda China for several weeks while the
’Political’ negotiated with tribal chiefs who were ordered to
surrender a large number of rifles and to have watch towers in
villages that had provided men for the lashkar destroycd. Some
of the destruction was done from the air in the shape of a
bombecr that came staggering ovcr, releascd its load and flew
back to basc rather faster. Incidentally we had other air
support when necded -Hawker Harts, Audaxes and Wapitis,-
which could circle over a piquet’s position when there was
danger, ready to machine-gun, and bomb the opposition. Very
comforting they were, though sadly an unlucky shot from a
Pathan brought onc down.

The other major column was to rclicve a Scouts’ post at Datta
Khel, which involved a journey of well over 50 miles cach way.
The road was to a large cxtent piquetted for us as far as where
we turned off from the Bannu road. Then we went through low
lying malarial country and this was before mepacrine or
paludrine werc in usc, so we only had the suppressive quinine.
The result was that pcople caught malaria in large numbers,
but after we left Razmak some ten per cent of the battalion
suffercd from relapsces at any onc time, so that, through no fault
of ours, we werce unfit for action when the Japs invaded Burma.
Later of course 1 Quecns had every bit of its share in the
campaign. An intcresting featurc of the malaria scourge was
that whisky drinkcrs seemcd to be immune, so several scnior
officers escaped it.

South Waziristan Scouts Fort. This force was commandcd by British Officers
who spoke Pushto flucntly. Note the fortificd towers placed in stratcgic
positions, these were manned by troops who would live in them for a week at
atime.

For the last three or four days to Datta Khcl we had to do our
own piquetting as thc column advanced. It was midsummcr
and lEc hills were much biggerthan the ones around Razmak.
Companies rather than platoons were sent Lo occupy features.
We would leave camp soon after dawn. If we were unlucky we
occupicd a hill near camp while the column passed by, come
down il and have to climb anothcr onc later in the day. All this
on a water bottle and a chagul (canvas water holder) to last the
day. I have ncver been fitter in my life. But I can still visualisc
the arrival at thc ncw camp, waiting while the company had tea,
going to the mess for anothcer, rcturning to the lines for foot
and rifle inspection with a cup of tca at supper time and then
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topping up with whatever liquid tasted best in the mess.

Isupposc that we spent at least three weeks at Datta Khel. The
besiegers not surprisingly had made themselves and their
cannon scarce as we approached. While we were there, there
were various tasks to do, such as preparing a road with pick
andshovel before the Monster (a bulldozer) came and finished
it. We also made our presence known in thc surrounding
country. Maps were rather vague and I remember having to
take my company up a featurc, but what looked simplc from
down below nceded a bigger force than I had and in
consequence we were spread out over a large arca. Luckily
there was no opposition on that day. Later, when the Political
Agent had ordered destruction of towers and other penaltics,
we protected the Gunners who did a fine shoot on (o their
targets.

This village was bombed as the inhabitants were party to the troubles in the
valley.

Eventually it was time to return to Razmak, a march without
great incident until we were marching up to the pass leading
to the Razmak plain. Two lorrics overtook us, filled with -
sailors. ‘Get out your —- oars and row’ was the cockney
srecting. This was a party from H.M.S. Kelvin, that had been
%adly damaged off Crete and had limped into Bombay. Repair
had taken longer than expected, so the Captain sent a signal to
Their Lordships - did it go by sea? - asking pcrmission to send
a party to various parts of India. By the timc the answer came
back refusing permission, some 50 sailors were in Kashmir.

A Hawker Hart, this aircraft replaced the Westland Wapiti. The Hart was a
two scater day bomber and was used during the Razcol Operation to bomb
villages and Pathan fighting positions.

To celebrate our rcturn and entertain the Royal Navy an open
air show was laid on a couple of nights latcr. Gymnastics,
singing and dancing, according to the customs of Brilish,
Indians and Gurkhas were in full swing, when ‘Tac - Dum’ and
‘Buckshee Bill' opcned up. The soldicrs with stiff upper lip
stayed on their forms. The sailors went to ground, presenting
an cqually good target. Another shot or two and prudence
prevailed. The lights were turned off and all went bacﬂ to clubs
and messes.
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And so our year in Razmak camc to an end. No one claimed
to have secn the legendary woman who was supposced to have
got into ’the largest Monastery in the world”. We came to
Ambala with pridc in a job well done, confirmed in the reports
of the Higher Command We had cnjoycd close comradeship
with soldicrs of other arms and races, which was not achicved
in other stations. Sadly we had to Icave four or five of our
comrades bchind, victims of snipers’ bullets, which was the
price that no onc on the fronticr could avoid paying.

I am surc that ‘Darky’ Duncan, who wrote of an incident at
Tauda China in a recent newsletter, is not the only person
whose mind gocs back from time to time to the days we spent
on the North West Fronticr of India.

ARCM.

Editors note. The photos are from an album presented to the museum by Major
George Dibley who at the time was Cpl G. Dibley of C. Coy. 1 Queens. Cpl Dibley
transferred to the Royal Signals and retired from the Regular Anny in 1963. Ic
served a further ten years with the T.A.V.R.

CHUNGKALI 1943-1990

In the article cntitled Museum Notcs on page 6 of the
November 1989 issuc of the QRSR Association Newslcttcr,
mention was made of the sct of photographs, taken by Mr. L.
H.Jclley, of the head-stones on the graves of the four 2nd East
Surreys executed by the Japancse ncar Chungkai on February
41943. Ptes EJ Cleaver, J Croker, N M Dorval & C Richardson
had been re- captured after escaping from Tha Makhan
prisoncr of war camp. (Dorval was a Canadian who had
enlisted in Shanghai).

At the time the prisoners at Tha Makhan (km 55) had been
engaged in the construction of a stcel railway bridge of cleven
spans over the River Kwai Yai (or Mac Klong) near the town
of Kanchanaburi. This bridge was completed in May 1943. A
woodcn railway bridge a hundred yards downstream had
already been in operation for three months. It was retained for
alternative cmergency usc. Across the river the track had been
pushed rapidly northward towards Burma alongsidc the left
bank of the River Kwai Noi. The camp located at ncarby
Chungkai (km 57) was later converted into a “hospital” base
camp. Presently it is the site of Chungkai Imperial War
Cemelcry.

Railway cutting near Chungkai at (K.m 58.)










‘PUTTY MEDAL’ - Derogatory colloquialism suggesting that
a decoration has been earned cheaply.

‘RACE CARD?’ - -the morning sick report

‘RAINBOW’ - post Armistice recruits or reinforcements(ie
arriving after the storm had passed)

‘Sawmill’ - the operating theatre of a hospital

‘THEY’VE OPENED ANOTHER TIN’ - used in a
derogatory sense by seasoned campaigners to describe a
newly-arrived officer or draft.

‘UNDERTAKER'’S SQUAD’ - stretcher bearers.

‘VC MIXTURE ' - sardonic term for the rum ration issued in
cold weather before an attack.

‘VIN BLANK’ - white wine.
‘VIN BLANK ANGLAIS’ - whisky!
‘WAD SCOFFER’ - bun addict, hence teetotaller.

These are examples of phrases introduced by those incredibly
brave men who suffered the dangers and the hardship of life
In the trenches during the First World War. Most have passed
nto disuse although as recently as 1948 when I joined as a
young sprog butter was still ‘muckin’ and gravy ‘gippo’.

Perhaps the final paragraph should be reserved for an extract
from the section of the book entitled ‘CASUALTIES’ and I
quote:

“The toll of the war in human life, counting in both combatants
and non-combatants, is thus graphically set forth by another
American statistician. He pictures the vast host of fallen
passing a given spot, ten abreast, day and night. To pass the
spotit would he says, take the British dead ten days, the French
dead eleven days , the Russian dead five wecks. All the Allied
fallen would take two and a half months; the enemy dead six
weeks; and a column of all the killed in the War four Months”

GOLF SOCIETY

The autumn meeting of the Golf Society was held at the
Woking Golf Club on Thursday 5 October 1989, our first visit
to lhl§ course. 17 members attended and were all delighted to
be joined at Lunch by the Colonel of the Regiment, Major
General Mike Reynolds.

The results of the Competition were as follows:
Captain J. A. Clark 61 net
Major P.T. Carroll 71 net

Autumn Bowl :
Glasgow Greys Cup:

Heales Memorial

Trophy : Colonel J. G. W. Davidson 40 points

Veterans Halo: Captain J. A. Clark 45 points

John Clark also retaincd the Petri Plate with a combined score
for the Spring and Autumn Meetings of 136, just one strike
ahead of John Davidson.

The afternoon Foursome Competition was won by the
Partnership of Lt. Colonel F.B. Herd and Major W.J. Sutton.
Foster Herd also won First Prize in the sweep.

The fixtures for 1990 will be as follows:

Spring Richmond Golf Club Thursday 3 May
Woking Golf Club Thursday 4 October
Royal Marines North Hants Golf Club Wednesday 4 July
FVS.

Autumn

Cpl A H. Herbert. 6th Bn The Queens (RWS) The Great War

Taken From A Book Compiled By Sergeant Bert Hughes,
RAMC., Whilst Serving At Ecclesbourne Road Hospital,
Croydon, Surrey, During The Great War.

A brief account of the experiences of Corporal A.H. Herbert
6th Queens (R.W.S.) Regiment during the Great War.

On May 29th 1915 12 Division left Aldershot and embarked
for France on the SS Invicta arriving at Boulogne about
midnight and spent the remainder of the night in St. Martins
camp. The following evening we left by train for a village called
Gueve, where we stayed for two days.

From here we commenced our march towards the firing line,
and after two days hard marching in full pack, we reached the
town of Meteren where we camped in the open fields for four
days. From here we marched through Armentieres to
Plug-street and held the front line there, and received our
baptism of fire. After which we spent a few days at the blue
blind factory at Armentieres. We then took over the line at La
Touquet, where we remained until September. The strength of
the battalion was 25 Officers and 1,010 other ranks.

During our stay here our Division did a tremendous amount of
work in building new trenches, and fixing up barbed wire
entanglements between our front line and the enemies. While
this work was in progress (which was always carried out under
the cover of darkness) patrols were moving about close up to
thc German wire entanglements, to protect our working
parties from a surprise attack by the enemy. This patrol work
was looked upon by many officers N.C.O.s and men as great
sport, and many daring feats were accomplished. Before we
left this part of the line in September, we had made many
nightly raids into the enemy trenches. Towards the end of
September we were hurried straight from the trenches at La
Touquet to Loos, and took over a wide front some distance in
front of Loos village, and soon set to work digging the new
firing line, but before this was accomplished we had to meet
some very strong counter attacks by the enemy, who brought
up re-inforcements, but after very heavy fighting the enemy
were repulsed, and before day break our position had been
consolidated. The enemy finding his efforts to take the lost
ground fruitless. shelled our positions heavily. But however
much our new positions were battered by their fire, all attempts
by their infantry to storm the positions was stopped by our fire,
or the bayonet. During the weeks we had in this position we
had very little rest, and if one was able to get more than one
hours sleep in 24 hours he was lucky.

At the beginning of October our Divisional Commander,
Major General Wing was killed by a shell, and Major General
A B Scott CB DSO assumed command of the Division.

On October the 10th 1915 we took over a new position at
Hulluch and were informed we were with the aid of the 7th
East Surrey’s to oust the cnemy from a strongly held fortified
position they held in our new front line. On October 14th our
artillery shelled the enemies lines for 2 hours from 12 noon till
2 oclock, punctually at 2 oclock our boys scrambled out of our
trenches and dashed into the German stronghold, and after
hard fighting found ourselves in possession of the position. But
under the cover of darkness the enemy who were the famous
Prussian Guard, made a fierce counter attack, our supply of
bombs had run out but we still hung on. But just before dawn
our reinforcements arrived, and the Prussians were finally
driven out. We were relieved by another battalion the following
day, and went back to a village called Bourquin, where we
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TALES FROM AN ADJUTANT . Tale One - A Rum One

On the 6th of February 1952 that beloved Monarch, King
George the Sixth, died. Two days later the 6th Bn The East
Surrey Regiment (TA) was told that it would be required to
provide a detachment for route-lining duties at the State
Funeral which was to take place on 15th February. Volunteers
from the battalion’s widely spread detachments had to be
found, and Pcrmanent Staff Instructors at the detachments
then had to put them through the rudimentary drill required
for such a ceremonial duty.

Came the 14th February, and all the Volunteers and PSI’s
reported to Battalion Headquarters at Kingston Barracks by 8
p.m. complete with uniform, equipment and arms, and
prepared to spend the night at the Barracks. Then from just
after 8 p.m. until 10.30 p.m. they paraded for the first time as
one body to be put through by the RSM, the intricacies of that
very difficult drill movement - “rest on your arms reverscd”.
This accomplished, they bedded down in the Barracks until
4.30 a.m. on 15 February 1952.

At 5.30 a.m. on the bitterly cold morning of 15 February, the
detachment embussed in 3 ton trucks for the journey to Hyde
Park which was the London District Asscmbly Area for all
troops on route-lining duty. Arriving hcre at 6.30 a.m., hot tea
was scrved and haversack breakfasts eaten, prior to moving off
at 8 a.m. to the allotted position for the detachment in the
Edgware Road. Here, cold and possibly a little apprehcensive,
the detachment had to stand for a matter of two or more hours
before the head of the funeral cortege was to appear.

The Detachment Commander, Major J H Johnson, yvho had
been unable to appear for the full ceremonial drill session, took
up his position in front and I positioned myself to his right rcar
from whence I could issuc the words of command on hisbehalf.

Major Johnson, whose civil occupation was as a representative
for the United Rum Company, had taken the precaution of
issuing every officer and man on paradc with a small bottle of
Lamb’s Navy Rum beforc moving off from Hyde Park. During
the lengthy wait and long periods of “standing easy”, the troops
with their riflcs firmly held betwecn their knees, whilst
ostensibly blowing on their frozen fingers, were in fact imbibing
the warmth-giving liquor provided by their Detachment
Commander! Three members of the Metropolitan Policc
stationed immediately behind the Detachment were not slow
to also accept this largesse!

Tale Two - Booted but Unspurred

In the Autumn of 1952, Qucen Elizabeth The Queen Mother,
was invited by the Borough of Richmond, Surrey, to re-open
its rcfurbished Town Hall, and the 6th Bn The East Surrey
Regiment (TA) was requested by the Borough to provide a
Guard of Honour for this Royal occasion, together with a
Band.

Unfortunately thc Band of The East Surrey Regiment had
recently left England to rejoin the 1st Bn of the Regiment in
Libya, so I telephoned Captain Vivian Dunn RM at Eastleigh
and asked him if it would be possible for him to providc aband
for the occasion. As the ceremony was to take place during an
aftcrnoon, Captain Dunn said he would be only too pleased to
bring and conduct a Royal Marine Band himsclf as it so
happened that he and his band had an cngagement that very
evening at White City. This was to pleasc The Queen Mother
greatly as she had known Captain Dunn from his musical duties
aboard thc Royal Yacht.

The day of re-opening was appalling, dark and bucketting with
rain. The Guard of Honour, commanded by Major G L A
Squire, though great-coated, got soaking wct! The
Commanding Officer of the Battalion, Licut-Coloncl T A
Buchanan, had decided that he would accompany Her Majcsty
on her inspection of the Guard, and be dressed in No.1 Dress.
This uniform he took to his civilian office where he changed,
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only to discover that he had failed to pack his George boots or
othcr suitable footwear. Nothing daunted, he borrowed a pair
of black gum boots the tops of which he tucked underncath his
No.1 Dress trousers, and in thesc unauthorised items of
uniform he accompanied Her Majesty!

Thc Queen Mother had declined the services of an umbrclla
bearer saying that if the soldiers could get wet, so could she! It
is highly probable that Coloncl Buchanan had warmer and
drier fect than anyone at the end of the occasion, including Her
Majesty.

Out of the gloom

A voice said unto me
“>mile and be happy.
Things could be worse.” /gf

BUSTER BROWN REMEMBERS:
The Day of Indignity. “The Company will parade for F. F. 1.”

During the first weeks of scrvice at the Depot, we were paraded
in our hut during a bitterly cold spell, stark naked for two hours
while we waitcd for the M.O. to arrive and inspect us, the time
was interspersed with crude remarks by our senior N.C.Q’s,
most of whom had been recalled to service on the outbreak of
hostilitics and I suppose found us a means of venting their
splecn. I think this particular incident was the cause of my
resentment to this form of body inspection in the following
years, nakedness in the Army is the first thing you get used to,
and I feel that most Privates fclt distaste, rather the
embarrassment at the manncr that these F.F.I’s were carried
out, I am thinking of a day in the Junglc when we had an
inspection. The most undignified parade in the British Army.

The M.O. was sitting in a chair beside the tarmacadam road,
all the Officers were grouped around him, and we Privates had
to cross the road individually, and go through the prescribed
motions, which is common toall, but can you imaginc this being
observed by a native from the ncarby village hiding behind a
tree, having seen it all, rushing back to his village clders, and
telling them of the wondrous sight he has just scen enactcd.
“There was aRajah, sitting on his throne, with all his attendants
standing around him, then the soldier Sahibs went to him one
by_ one, s[god facing the big man, dropped their trousers and
raiscd their arms high in the air in praise of their Leader, they
were all so very naked. The wise one looked closcly at the
soldiers bellies, then nodded his head, and this I could not
behg:ve, the soldier Sahibs turned round and bent over in
obeisance, and showed the big man their bottoms, I just do not
understand first they praise him, then they insulf him. The
customs of the Western Sahibs are very strange indeed”.

It is possible that this story is still being told today, cspecially
on April 14th, The New Year's Day of both Tamils and
Sinhalese, this is homecoming day, when every man living away
from his village makes every cffort to get home, with their
bellies full, and the toddy flowing frecly, the old sages tell their
storics to the young, and of the Soldicrs day of indignity.

Stan Buster Brown 6103161 A Company.







Top from left to right: Officer’s shako plate, 1856, Officer’s helmet plate, 1885; Other Rank’s helmet plate 1881; Other Rank’s shako plate, 1861 and, below centred,
an Other Rank’s shako plate, 1868. Centre left: Two Officers forage caps of 1856 and 1876 with an Other Rank’s glengarry of 1875. Centre right: Two Officer’s
forage caps of 1885 and 1895 and an Other Rank’s field service cap of 1895. Centre bottom: An Other Rank’s ‘Kilmarnock’ forage cap, of a grenadier company,
1855. A bugle and cord, 1900. The three figures show, in the centre, a Sergeant of the Battalion Company, 31st Regiment, Crimea 1854. Bottom left: is a Company
Offieer, Suakin, 70th Regiment, 188S. Bottom right: A Private of the Queen's, South Africa, 1900.
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2 E Surrey

Top from left to right: Company Officer's shako, 1856; Company Officer's shako and an Other Rank's shako, 1861; Officer’s home service pattern helmet, 1878;

Company Officer's shako and Other Rank’s shako, 1868; The foreign service helmet introduced about 1870. Under the headdress is a Lee Enfield, 1895 pattern.

From left to right: Lce Enfield, 1853\})attcrn; Snyder, 1866 pattern; Martini-Henry, ]87!1:/]‘)]ancm including Sergeant’s yatagan blade bayonet; Lee Metford, 1888
al

pattern. Centre: At the top the 1871 Valise Equipment. Bottom, The 1888, Slade Wallis Equipment.
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FROM THE EDITORS POSTBAG
THE BRITISH BATTALION

Text of a signal received from 1 Qucen’s in Deccmber 1989
who were then in N. Ircland:- “From CO and all ranks. Will
drink to British Bn on 20 Dcc 89 in the officers mess. We
remember with pride the gallant stand by our forebcars 2nd
Bn East Surrcy Regiment and 1st Leicesters at Kampar. We
commemoratc the leadership of Lt Col Morrison MC and the
Bns fortitude during the years of captivity.”

VIC LILLEY writes: to ask that we publish an apology to all
his mates for not being at Bassingbourn last year. Vic has been
unwell but is now on the road to recovery and God willing will
be at the Reunion this year.

F. ROBERTS writes:

Avivid memory of minc is at the surrender of the 51st Highland
Div to which we were attached, of the Cpl bugler playing our
unfamiliar bugle call. I was within 10ft of him and he threw the
bugle to the ground afterwards.

We were then marched via cattle trucks and barges to Poland
where I spent 5 years in numerous camps, the last one being at
Auschwitz. I would particularly like to hear from any othcr of
my comrades who sharcd the same expericnce.

G. R. LEFERRE writes:

Thank you very much for the two Newsletters which I reccived
on Wedncsday, as I am convalescing alter an opcration I was
able to sit down and read them both from cover to cover and
found them of great interest.

When I was in Germany I scrved in the MMG Platoon, Support
Company and in ‘B’ Coy and in Malaya, I first scrved in ‘C” and
‘D’ companies. I joincd the old comrades association at
Bandan in Johore, but lost my card when a box I had a lot of
personal stuff in was flooded during the monsoons, it was some
time in 1955 I think.

As you can scc I have cnclosed a cheque for 6.60 as my
subscription to the newsletter, lapcel badge and Regimental
Assoc in casc you cannot find my records as it was so long ago.

LES MITCHELL writes from Wellingborough, Northants:-

Thank you for all the dctails of thc Association and the
Newsletters, before closing I read with interest the article in
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the November 89 Newsletter No 46, written by a Mr A Joslin:-
who stated he was one of the intake from the Duke of
Cornwall’s Light Infantry which joincd the 1/7th Queen’s at
Milborne Port in 1939. It so happcens I was the corporal who
mct them at Milbornce Port station, and I will never forget that
march to Milborne Port Village. I formed them up outside the
station, and aftcr making the roll call, I gave the order to move
off, they didn’t move off - they took off and left me standing!
That was the first and last time I ever tricd to keep pace with
the Light Infantry, and by the time we reached Milborne Port,
I'had just enough breath to bring them to a halt, I wonder if he
rcmembers me. ‘Happy Memorics’. -

E. G. HUTCHINGS writes:

I am writing to thank you for the Newsletter which you kindly
scnt me, it was so nicc to rcad and have all the news from the
Regiment after so many ycars of being out of touch, the last
time was at Tricstc alter our crossing of the Po. I finished at
the riding school where we had a number of horses for officers
and othcr ranks. I wondered if anyone remembers the place,
the only officer I can remember is Lt Crowe MC.

I would so love to comc to a rcunion onc day, it would be
difficult as I am confincd to a whecelchair these days.

Mr L. KING Writes:

Many thanks for the November cdition of the Newslclter, it was
agrcat thrill for me, to see the photo of Ted Corpes on the back
page. He was my scrgeant, when I was called up in 1939 at the
East Surrcy Depot in Kingston.

1 was wondering if it would be possible for me to have his
address, so I could write to him.

K. H. BARBER writes:

Thank you for the Newslctters, what a roll call they presented
to me. I'started out a National Scrviceman with the East Surrey
Regiment in 1951,

Sorry to hear about Jack Co<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>