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EDITORIAL

This edition will be published as many of our readers recall the
events of half a century ago, particularly those members who
were present with The British Expeditionary Force in France,
and Belgium. Many of those were fortunate to be evacuated
from the beaches of Dunkirk, whilst sadly we have many who
were captured and spent long ycars as prisoners-of-war in
enemy hands.

This seems then, an appropriate time to remind you all of the
annual church service to be held this year on the 10th June, as
customary at Guildford Cathedral. The preacher this year will
be The Reverend Jimmy Morrison, the Padre serving with 1
Queen’s.

After the Service and drinks in the Refectory, ALL are invited
to go along to Sandfield Terrace and join 5 Old Members
Association in a finger buffet and swop yarns over a pint. Please
do read the notice inside the Newsletter regarding notifying
numbers attending. Do then make an effort to bring your wife
and try and encourage your mates to attend also.

Once again I have been fortunate to have received many letters
and articles, some as always must be put aside for another
edition, BUT please do keep them coming in, as without them,
this Newsletter would not be as interesting to as many of you
asI am told it is.

There is a short article in this edition written by one of our
“elder citizens” who served in The Grcat War and still attends
many functions. This article was written in 1920 after the author
had returned home.

Details of The Queen’s Regiment Grand Reunion are also in
The Newsletter and once again I hope to see many of you and
your wives at this very popular event.

Les Wilson.

Congratulations To:-

Mrs Freda Kerrick, on her 100th birthday. Mrs Kerrick is the
widow of Brigadier W. Kerrick DSO MC, Royal Engineers and
was the mother of Captain John Kerrick who was killed whilst
serving with 2 Surreys in Malaya. The Association sent its best
wishes to Mrs Kerrick on her birthday.

Major General Fergus & Mrs Ling on their Golden Wedding
on 20th March

Brigadier A F S Ling OBE on his recent promotion.

Major and Mrs Peter Spcaring on their marriage.

W.Petch and his wife on their Golden Wedding on 2nd March
Dave Clemens and his wife on their marriage.

Best Wishes to:-
Colonel Nick Nice, Majors Toby Taylor, Charles Cole, Messrs,

Jack Homersham, T. Kienzle and Tom Lawless, all have been
ill since our last Newsletter was published. Major Charles Cole
suffered a severe stroke and is at present in a small nursing
home in Cornwall. Colonel Nick Nice attended The
Association Committee meeting in March and says he is
improving steadily. To the above our best wishes for a very
speedy return to full health.

PRESIDENT’S NOTES

The commemoration this year of the 50th Anniversary of
Dunkirk, the Battle of Britain, the formation of the Parachute
Regiment and other events which took place in the early days
of World War II, are bound to stir the memories of many
members. Such historic happenings fifty years ago put the
formation of our own former Regiments and their many earlier
battle honours into impressive perspective.

Inevitably there will be sad memories of those who did not
return, but there will also be pride in the service given and
honours gained by our former Regiments throughout the war.
It is good that we are now being reminded of such events.

It is also good that we, whether we served pre-war, durinfg the
war or post-war, remain so close as fellow members of our
Association. I look forward to meeting many of you at
Bassingbourn on Sunday 8th July and continuing to forge even
closer links with our successors in the Queen’s Regiment.

Mike Doyle
‘GAINST FIRE AND PILLAGE’

Deplorable and disgusting though the recent riots in London
may have been, they still do not seem to compare, either in
violence or magnitude, with the Gordon Riots of June 1780.
Then the casualty roll was reported as:- “Killed by association
troops and guards 109, killed by light horse 101, died in
hospitals 75, (wounded) prisoners under care 173". This was
exclusive of numbers (belicved to be very considerable) who
died in the streets or who were buried in the ruins of
demolished buildings.

Complaints were made in some quarters that the authorities
had not acted with the firmness expected or required of them,
but at lcast the Surrey Regiment of Militia, fighting alongside
rcgular troops of the Queen’s Royal Regiment, responded
nobly to the call to duty on London streets. A writer in the
British Army Dispatch, Press and West End Courier later
commented on how “.....during the Gordon Riots in 1780, when
they who should have protected the state and commonwealth
hesitated, and looked coolly on, the Surrcy Militia cleared with
the bayonet the City and Bridges, and rolling back the flood of
Anarchy and Rebellion, saved the Metropolis of the Empire
from Pillage and Fire”.
R.F.
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FORECAST OF REGIMENTAL AND QUEEN’S SURREY ASSOCIATION EVENTS

Details

THE GLORIOUS FIRST OF JUNE

President’s Reception for Freedom Mayors of Surrey - Clandon Park.

Annual Cricket Match v The Royal Navy - Tidworth.

Annual Church Service, Guildford Cathedral. 1100hrs.

1 Queen’s (with Kohima Band) exercise Freedom of Worthing (Joint parade with HMS Sussex),
followed by Beating Retrcat.

Golf Society v Royal Marines, North Hants Golf Club (by invitation of the Captain).

The Queen’s Regiment Grand Reunion - Bassingbourn. Details enclosed.

SALERNO DAY

Queen’s Surreys Museum Open Day - Clandon.

Golf Socicty. Autumn Mecting. Woking Golf Club.

Qucen’s Surreys Officers’ Club Luncheon, Clandon Park.

The Queen’s Regiment Cocktail Party, Law Society’s Hall.

The Queen’s Regiment, WOs’ and Sgts’ Past and Present Dinner, Depot Quecen’s Division.
Annual Reunion, The East Surrey Regiment, Drill Hall, St. Johns Hill, Clapham Junction.
Queen’s Surreys Reunion, Union Jack Club, London, Details enclosed.

The Field of Remembrance - Westminster. 1100hrs,

Remembrance Day.

THE BRITISH BATTALION DAY

SOBRAON DAY

The Quecen’s Regiment Officers’ Club Dinner. (25th Anniversary of Regiment)
Regimental Association Trustees and Committee Meeting - Clandon Park.
YPRES DAY

ALBUHERA DAY

The Queen’s Surreys Annual Church Service - Guildford Cathedral
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THANKYOU

Yel AgpinWe Are Indebted To MajorJ. L. A.

Fowler TD. for giving us the materials onwhich

our newsletter is printed.
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NOT changed!

Ona recent visit to Major Stephen Petzing’s home, the President took this
picture of him "at rest”. Members who knew him will see that his habits have



THE QUEEN’S REGIMENT

The Battalions

The 1st Battalion completed a 4V 2 month tour of duty in N
Ireland at the end of February and returned to Tidworth where
they will be bascd until their move to Minden in early 1991.
Their CO, Lt Col Chris Charter handed over command to Lt
Col Amedee Micville on 6 April. In the 2nd Battalion, Lt Col
Merrick Willis will be succeeded as CO on 8 June by Lt Col
David Wake and the battalion will be posted to Canterbury
from Minden in early 1991. The 3rd Battalion moved from
Aldergrove, after a two year tour there, to Cyprus in March
wherc they are bascd in the Episkopi Sovereign Base Area.
The Sth (Volunteer) Battalion will have a new CO on 2
November when Lt Col Philip Pearce hands over to Lt Col
Chris Argent, a TA officer. The 6th/7th (Volunteer) Battalion
are continuing their Orienteering successes having won overall
the South East District TA Unit Championships in February,
with three individual winners. Finally, the 8th Queen’s Fusiliers
will excrcise the Regiment’s and the Royal Regiment of
Fusiliers’ ‘Privilege’ of marching through the City of London
on 21 May, before a change of CO on 3 August when Lt Col
Nick Brunt hands over to a Qucensman, Lt Col Peter
McLelland.

Deputy Colonels

Early this ycar one of our four Deputy Colonels of the
Regiment left UK for overseas and another returned - Brig
Mike Constantine CBE moved to Hong Kong to become
Deputy Commander and Chief of Staff and Brig Bob Acworth
CBE was appointed Chief of Staff at HQ South East District.

Regimental Headquarters

Maj Hugh Tennent and Maj Dick Waite who have worked in
Regimental Headquarters respectively for 10 and 11 years will
retire in Junc. They will be succeeded by Maj Joec O’Gorman
Wwho started in the Middlesex Regiment and Maj Bill Marshall
who was originally in the Buffs. Maj Bill Marshall, together
with Maj Ian Jones who has returned for a second tour as
Regimental Careers Officer, will be much involved in
recruiting which is again recciving the highest priority in the
Regiment.

£ 63,000 For Charity

Last year the Regiment raised or assisted in raising no less than
£63,000 for good causes. The 2nd Battalion donated £11,000 to
the Acorn Trusl for the Handicapped, the 3rd Battalion £6,600
for the Royal National Life boat Institution and 8th Queen’s
Fusiliers £3,800 for the St George’s Hospital Scanner Appeal.
The 6th/7th (Volunteer) Battalion, in conjunction with the
Reed Business Publishing Group raised £30,000 for the Queen
Elizabeth Foundation for the Disabled. In addition, smaller
sums were accumulated by all battalions for a wide variety of
charities.

The Flying Dragons

For the second successive year the Regimental Free Fall Team,
the ‘Flying Dragons’, did their Team Training in California in
February. This season they are again sponsorcd by Danepak.
They will be giving over fifty breathtaking displays before
thousands of spectators at shows, fctes and other functions
throughout the UK, as well as running a programme of onc day
parachuting courses at Bassingbourn. There are a few dates
still available in their programme for future booking.

1ST BATTALION THE QUEENS REGIMENT

Thisis PTC’s first article for the Newslettcr. On a personal note
I wish Ovid the best of luck in his next posting and hopc that
he has recovered from his Rottweiler bite from the strcets of
West Belfast!

West Belfast has dominated the 1st Battalion’s life over the last
four months, both in training and during deployment. At the

time of writing this article the Battalion is over half way through
a highly successful tour.

For those members who have served in the Province many
times over the years, the following locations of Queensmen
may revive old memories:

Tangier Company at Girdwood

Holland Company at North Howard Street Mill

Kirkes Company at Fort Whiterock

Members of the Battalion were also based at Musgrave Park
Hospital, the Divis Mountain Key Point and various
Observation Posts.

The names of areas have not changed though the standard of
housing has improved dramatically since the Battalion was first
deployed to the Province 9 tours ago. The sophistication of
equipment has also improved as can be seen by the
accompanying photograph. The soldier shown is wearing an
Improved Northern Ireland Body Armour (INIBA) vest under
his combat jackct and the new design helmet and attached
visor. He is carrying the new SA80 Individual Weapon, asecure
HF radio and specialist bomb detection equipment.

It is not possible to go into any operational dctail in this article,
however, the role of the soldier has changed over the last 20
yearsin NorthernIreland, as police primacy has taken over and
every soldier is in support of the RUC defeating terrorism.

The terrorist has also become more sophisticated. There are
less “Cowboy” shoots compared with the 70s and most
incidents are carefully planned. The current main threat is the
Command Wire Improvised Explosive device (CWIED). The
Battalion has had a number of CWIED attacks during the tour.
They normally consist of a relatively small charge of explosive
connected to a firing point by a thin wire sometimes only 20mm
long. They are designed to catch out a soldier on foot patrol
and tend to be within hard republican areas. Another weapon
uscd is an Improvised Anti Army Grenade (IAAG). This is a
home madc grenade about 2 foot long with a shaped charge of
exElosivc inside which is thrown at or dropped on military
vehicles. The threat still exists from a shoot and also from proxy
bomb or mortar attack.

This year sces the 1st Battalion in its normal conventional
training cycle as part of the United Kingdom Mobile Force
based in Tidworth.

Climbing back into our Saxon vehicles will seem a far cry from
the streets of West Belfast.
PTC.










