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EDITORIAL

Since the last issue various functions and ceremonies have
taken place to honour or commemorate events. In May the
townspeople of Mouscron remembercd the gallantry of a small
detachment of 1/6th Surreys and other regiments, by unveiling
a memorial, a bren-gun carrier mounted on a plinth to mark
their bravery and self sacrifice in 1940.

After the Annual Church Service at Guildford Cathedral and
a stirring sermon by the Padre of the 1st Battalion, the
Reverend Jimmy Morrison, Lt Col Foster Herd and his
committee had laid on a small buffet for all members who
asked to attend at Sandficld Terrace, to mark the 1/5th Queens
and others who returned from Dunkirk in 1940.

An excellent turnout at Bassingbourn again this year by our
members. Despite an extremely hot day all enjoyed themselves.
In October, the President represented the Association at the
unveiling of the Chindit War Memorial on the Embankment,
London. The memorial was unveiled by The Duke of
Edinburgh and afterwards the Chindit veterans marchcd past
the Prince in single file, as they had marched in the junglc so
many years ago.

Many readers will wonder how the changes announced by the
Government will affect The Queen’s Regiment. At the time of
writing no firm decisions have been taken. Spcculation and
rumours abound as to what will happen. Those of us who have
taken part in amalgamations and various reductions in the
Army will know how sad and worrying this is for thosc scrving
and, in particular, for those officers involved in making
decisions which will, whatever they decide, be debated by many
for years to come.

The decisions will of course be published in this Newslctter
when known.

Finally, a familiar figure will be missing from our Annual
Reunion in London on November 2nd. I refer of course to
Major Charles Cole, who for many years has travelled from his
home in Cornwall to be present and take photos. He is slowly
recovering from a stroke and I know that all members will wish
him a speedy and full recovery. To him and you all I wish a
Merry Christmas and a happy and hcalthy New Year.

Les Wilson.

Congratulations To:-
Major & Mrs Ronnie Fairbairn who celebrated thcir Golden
Wedding on the 5th October 1990.

Mr Bill Bone 77 ycars old, and Miss Eva Jenkinson 89 years
old, on thcir engagement. Mr Bone served in 1/5th Bn The
Queen’s Royal Regiment during the last war.

PRESIDENT’S NOTES

I was plcased that so many members of the Association
attended the Reunion at Bassingbourn last July. It is always a
happy occasion, whatever the weather, and a great opportunity
to renew friendships. It is hoped that this splendid support will
continue.

These brief notes give me another opportunity to thank
Colonel Les Wilson for all he does for us as members of the
Association. Few rcalise the number of hours or amount of
work he puts in, and he deserves all our thanks. Of particular
note is the benevolence work in which he is involved, assisting
ex-members of our Regiments who for one rcason or another
are in need. Last year we spent £37,027. 00 of our funds in this
way and more is available. Should any of you hear of anyone
ivilh a Regimental background in need of help, please lct Les
now.

Finally I record that together with Tommy Atkins and Tom
Best, I recently attended the unveiling of the Chindit Memorial
in London by HRH Prince Philip. It was a wonderful occasion,
and the name of the 2nd Battalion The Queen’s Royal
Regiment, which took part in both Chindit Expeditions in
Burma in 1943 and 1944, is proudly displayed on the memorial
together with those of other units of the Force. It was a moving
sight to see so many surviving Chindits, including Tommy
Atkins and Tom Best, march past Prince Philip in single file -
for that was the only way the Chindits could move through the
jungles of Burma.

May I wish all members of the Association, and their families,
a very happy Christmas.

Mike Doyle.

The President in a familiar pose




FORECAST OF REGIMENTAL AND QUEEN’S SURREY ASSOCIATION EVENTS

Details

20 December BRITISH BATTALION DAY

1991

10 February
1 March

23 March
23 April

2 May

11 May

16 May

31 May

2 June

SOBRAON DAY

YPRES DAY

ALBUHERA DAY
Presidents Reception - Clandon TBC

7 June
30 June

President’s Reception - Clandon TBC
Annual Reunion Bassingbourn

The Queen’s Regiment Officers’ Club Dinner (25th Anniversary)
Queen’s Surreys Trustees and Association meetings CLANDON

Spring Meeting - The Golf Society, Richmond Golf Club
Annual Dinner - 5§ OMA - Sandfield Terrace, Guildford. Details from D. Mitchell.

Annual Church Service - Guildford Cathedral

3 July Royal Marines Match - The Golf Society - North Hants, Fleet

9 September SALERNO DAY

4 October
11 October
12 October
17 October
1 November

A Foggy Day

Some members of 1 Surreys may recollect the day in February
1944 when the Battalion, mounted in 3 tonners supplied by 78
Division RASC, was on its way to take over positions on the
banks of the River Rapido from the New Z¢aland Division and
nearly arrived in Cassino Town.

The weather was very foggy and the journey seemed
interminable. At times when the fog thinned one could see
kilometer stones beside the road and it was a little
disconcerting to see how close we were getting to Cassino
Town. So it was with some relief when I saw the Brigade
Commander roar past my vehicle in his jeep and drive towards
the head of the column which he halted. Orders were soon
passed down the column to us, unload the 3 tonners which, in
addition to personnel and weapons, carried blankets rolled in
bundles of ten on the basis of one per man, and march back
along the road to where guides would meet us. With the orders
came the information that we had passed our assembly area
and if the fog lifted we would be in full view of German OPs in
the vicinity of Monte Cassino Monastery. We were also
informed that the road side verges were probably mined. The
Battalion I believe broke all records in the speed of its
debussing and moving off despite being very heavily laden. The
3 tonners could not be turned around owing to the suspected
mining and their drivers likewise broke spced records in
reversc gear.

In about half an hour the fog lifted, and we had our first view
of the Monastery perched on its hill, which secmcd so close
one felt every movement was bound to be seen from there.
Luckily for us we were by then under cover. The feeling of
being observed remained throughout the time we were in
positions near the Rapido or in tﬁe mountains around Monte

Cassino and we learnt to keep under cover by day and only
move at night or in fog.

GLAS
2

Queen’s Surreys Officers’ Club Lunchcon - Clandon

The Queen’s Regiment Officers’ Club Cocktail Party

The Queen’s Regiment WOs’ and Sgts’ Past and Present Dinner - Bassingbourn
Autumn Meeting The Golf Society - Woking Golf Club

Queen’s Surreys Annual Reunion - Union Jack Club (TBC)

Donations:-

The President and Trustees wish to thank V. Longley Esq., for
his very generous donation to our funds and to all those
members, whoinclude “a little more to enable Newsletters and
tickets for the rcunion, to be despatched to those comrades
who are not so well off.

Best Wishes to:-
Major Ralph Ewort now recovering from major heart surgery
and to his wife Adele who has also been in hospital recently.

Mrs Sheelah Ling now back home and recovering,

Major Peter Hill draws another winning ticket at the
annual reunion
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The Battalions

The 1st Battalion in Tidworth has had a full summer of
exerciscs and cadres, a visit by a party of cadets from The
Queen’s Own Rifles of Canada and has sent Queensmen to sca
with our ncw affiliated ship, HMS Chatham. The 2nd Battalion
in Minden has been equaHy busy, training with the Americans
in Southern Germany, one company going to Canada and visits
by ACF and CCF dctachments. The 3rd Battalion has also
welcomed groups of cadets to Cyprus and has found that,
although a heavy schedule of duties is a regular part of lifc on
the island, it still has time to cnjoy the opportunities for sport
which are available. Meanwhile our TA battalions have packed
in a very full programme including, for 8th Quecn’s Fusilicrs,
their first overseas camp, in BAOR.

Ceremonial Parades

On 21 May The 8th Queen’s Fusiliers, under command of Lt
Col Nick Brunt RRF, excrciscd the “Privilege” of marching
through the City of London, a special honour hcld by our
Regiment and The Royal Regiment of Fusiliers, both
connected historically with the City. The Lord Mayor took the
salute at the Mansion House and aftcrwards an official
lunchcon was given in the Guildhall for all those who had becn
on parade. Four weeks later on 24 June a contingent from the
1st Battalion excrcised the Regiment’s Frecdom of Worthing
In a joint parade with HMS Sussex, commanded by Lt Col
Amedee Mieville, to cclebrate the Centenary of the borough.
After a reception in the Town Hall the 1st Battalion Corps of
Drums and the Kohima (Voluntcer) Band Beat Retrcat in the
town centre.

The Queen’s Regiment Book Of Remembrance

The Queen’s Regiment Book of Remembrance, which
includes names of members of the Regiment killed in Northern
Ireland, has been placed in the Warriors’ Chapel of
Canterbury Cathcdral[.)lt was dedicated by the Dean on 25 July
in the presence of the Colonel of the Regiment, Maj Gen Mike
Reynolds CB, and many past and present members of The
Quecn’s Regiment and its forebear regiments.

Sporting Achievements

The Regiment continucs to dominatc Infantry cricket. Having
won the Army cup and both Infantry cups last scason, the 1st
Battalion has retained the Infantry (UK) and the Infantry (UK
vV BAOR) cups this year. 2nd Battalion teams have won the
10km Novices Competition at the Infantry Ski mccting, an
International 7 a side Rugby Competition in Hanover and also
both the BAOR and Army Small Bore Shooting. Meanwhile,
with thrce individual winners, the 6th/7th (Volunteer)
Battalion came first in both the Mens’ and Womens’ events at
the South East District TA Oricnteering Championships and
later won the UKLF TA Orientecring Championships in May.
Our.Regimcntal free fall team, ‘The Flying Dragons’ have
Continued their successes by winning onc gold, two silver and
two bronze medals at thc National and Army Parachuting
Championships this summer.

Congratulations To Individuals

Congratulations are due to Col Gavin Bulloch MBE who is to
be promoted to Brigadier when he takes up the appointment
of DA Athens ncxt Fcbruary. This brings to six the number of
Serving one star officers from the Regiment. We were also
delighted to hear that Lt Cols Mike Ball and Peter Cook have
both been selected for promotion to Colonel in 1991 and that
Brig Stuart Anderson OBE MC, who has recently left the
Army, has been appointed the new Secrctary of Kent County
Cricket Club.

First Quarter Century Of The Regiment

On 31 December 1991 the present Quecn’s Regiment will be
25 years old. The Officers’ Club will mark this event with a
Regimental Dinner in London on 1 March, and by the end of
next year the anniversary will have becn remembered in several
other ways including, it is hoped, publication of a history of this
first quarter century for the Regiment written by Maj Jonathan
Rilcy. More information on this will be promulgated later.

1st Battalion The Queen’s Regiment

Having now been in the chair for somc 6 months I felt it was
time that I contributed to your excellent ncwsletter in person,
particularly as the Battalion is duc to movc to Minden in
Germany in January 1990 to take over from the 2nd Battalion.

Life in Tidworth has been extremcly busy. We have had to run
numcrous cadrcs and courses to rctrain large numbers of the
Battalion for their role as part of thc United Kingdom Mobile
Force. Thesc led into a scrics of Battalion and Brigade lcvel
cxerciscs on Salisbury Plain during which we spent a lot of time
in the traditional Infantry sport of digging trenchcs! However
we also got the opportunity to both attack and dcfend the new
complex which has been built between Chitterne and Tilshead
to represent a German village. It is a quite excellent facility and
allows extremely rcalistic urban warfare training to take place.
Our cxcrcise season was due to cnd with a NATO cxercise in
Schlcswig Holstcin in Northern Germany but sadly, because of
thc momentous changes in Eastern Europc and financial
constraints, this was cancelled.

In between the exercises we managed to squecze in a number
of other events and activitics. We carricd out a joint Freedom
Parade in Worthing with HMS SUSSEX, - to avoid any
arguments over inter service seniority, I commanded the
Parade with Guards and contingents from HMS SUSSEX and
ourselves. The Regimental Colour was carried by Licutenant
S Brann. Many of you will have bcen at Bassingbourn in July
for the windswept Annual Reunion. We provided the Escort,
with the Qucen’s Colour being carricd by Licutenant J Clinch
and the Regimental Colour by 2nd Licutenant H Andree. Our
Fire Support Company also provided many of the static
displays. The Battalion is currently heavily involved in driver
training courses for our mechanised role in Germany.
Unfortunatcly we will not be getting Warrior, the Army’s new
Armoured Personnel Carricr, for some years and will instead
be cquipped with the original petrol driven AFV 432s,

We still manage to enjoy life and kcep up the old traditions.
The Glorious First of Junc was celcbrated by the Battalion with
potted sports and a barbeque for all ranks and their families.
Sadly, the weathcr prevented the Regimental Free Fall Team,
The Flying Dragons, from dropping in but the event was still a
great success. The Kirkes Company Competition has been won
this year by B (Holland) Company and the first event of next
year’s compctition, the Boxing, has alrcady taken place. A
numbcr of soldicrs managed to get away on a sailing trip from
Portsmouth to Gibraltar and over 150 attended our adventure
training camp in Pcnhale, Cornwall. The Battalion’s cricket
side has had anothcr good season and won the Infantry Cup.
Several members of the tcam playced at Infantry and Army level
with Lieutenant Rumbelow and Private Storey playing for the
Combincd Scrvices. Our links with the Navy continue. As well
as the annual cricket match against HMS Nelson we now have
areciprocal sports day with them and have had two groups of
soldiers aboard HMS CHATHAM, the latest ship to be
affiliated to the Qucen’s Regiment.

Sadly the Quebec Band has moved to Cyprus to join the 3rd
Battalion. However the Drums Platoon have stepped firmly
into the gap. They have performed at numerous events over
the last 6 months including the Frcedom Parade at Worthing,
the Grand Reunion at Bassingbourn and the Queens Surreys
Officer’s Club lunch at Clandon Park. They have also appcared
on tclevision and at thc Commissioning Cercmony o1 HMS
CHATHAM.
















