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President’s Notes

In the last newsletter General Mike Reynolds, Colonel of The 
Queen’s Regiment wrote about the forthcoming amalgamation of 
the Queen’s with The Royal Hampshire Regiment. It is now 
known that amalgamation day will be on 9th September 1992. 
This date is Salerno Day, one of the Queen’s Surreys proudest 
battle honours of which many of our members will have such 
personal memories. The first battalion of The Queen’s Regiment 
with which our association has maintained particularly close 
links, disbands in Germany in August this year.

The formation of the new Princess of Wales’s Royal Regiment 
will not in any way affect our Queens Surrey Association. Our 
activities will continue as usual and our interest in, and when 
necessary our care of, our many members will be unaltered. Our 
county connections with today’s 1 Queens which we have been 
so pleased to maintain will be difficult to repeat with either of the 
two regular battalions of the new Regiment. Nevertheless the 
Association will of course give its fullest support to our successors 
in the new Regiment as a whole.

It is hoped that the November edition of this newsletter will 
contain a supplement giving details of the battle honours, 
traditions and practices to be continued, affiliations, dress and 
other facts about the, by then newly formed, Princess of Wales’s 
Royal Regiment.

Because of the amalgamation this year’s Grand Reunion of the 
Queen’s Regiment at Bassingbourn which is always so well 
supported by our members, will be the last as The Queen’s 
Regiment. I do hope therefore that as many readers as possible 
will make a real effort to be at Bassingbourn on Sunday 5 July 
and join the Queens Surreys Association contingent in marching 
past the Colonel of the Queen’s Regiment for the last time.

I look forward to meeting you there.
Mike Doyle

From the Past

2 Queen's married families, Allahabad, India 1924

Editorial

Since the last Newsletter arrangements for the forthcoming 
amalgamation with The Royal Hampshire Regiment has taken 
priority at Regimental Headquarters. Our President has referred 
to this in his notes and I do not intend to dwell any more on the 
subject in this editorial.

As Brigadier Mike Doyle has said the care of our old comrades 
remains of primary concern and whilst I have referred to the 
subject of benevolence many times before, I make no apology for 
once again drawing your attention to this very important part of 
our Association affairs. If any of you know of a pal, or a widow 
of one of our old soldiers who is in need of help please do let me 
know so that action can be taken to assist - if we are able to.

Once again I have been lucky with your letters and articles, please 
do keep them coming in - if they are not used in one Newsletter 
I will always try to fit them into a future edition.

I hope as many of you with your wives will attend the annual 
church service at Guildford Cathedral on the 14th June and of 
course The Queen’s Regiment reunion at Bassingbourn on the 5th 
July.

Les Wilson

Merry Christmas

In-Pensioner Sam Dickason sends Christmas greetings to his niece in Australia, 
courtesy of Merrill Lynch an American securities firm. This is the sixth year that 
the London branch of the firm has arranged for pensioners to phone anywhere in 
the world for a half hour free telephone call at Christmas. Over 400 pensioners 
participated last year. Ibis picture appeared in the Times Business Supplement 
and we are most grateful to The Editor of The Times for allowing us to print Sam's 
picture.



THE QUEEN’S REGIMENT AND THE QUEEN’S SURREY ASSOCIATION EVENTS

1992

7th May
1st June
4th June
5th June

11th June
14th June

1st July
5th July
5th September

9th September 
1st October 
2nd October 
3rd October 
10th October

24th October

24th October

24th October 
5th November 
6th November

8th November 
20th November
20th December

10th February 
27th March 
23rd April 
23rd April 
23rd April

Spring Meeting - Richmond Golf club. Details will be sent to members
THE GLORIOUS FIRST OF JUNE
Memorial Service - Brig Gen F C More-Molyneux CMG DSO Holy Trinity Guildford, 11.30am.
Presidents Reception for Freedom Town Mayors, Guildford - Kingston upon Thames 
Reigate and Banstead, Regimental Museum, Clandon.
Memorial Service - Colonel P G Wreford - Brown, All Saints Church, Kingston upon Thames 12 Noon
Annual Church Service - Guildford Cathedral, 11am for service at 11.15am, 
the preacher will be The Dean of St Paul’s Cathedral. It is hoped that our cadets will take part. 
A bar will be arranged as normal in the refectory.
Royal Marines match - The Golf Society - Northants, Fleet - Details will be sent to members.
Queen’s Regiment Annual Reunion - Bassingbourn, Details in May Newsletter.
2/6 Queens Salerno Reunion - Union Jack Club. Details from:- S Pratten MM
58 Sandford Road, East Ham, London, E6 3QS.
SALERNO DAY
Autumn Meeting The Golf Society - Woking Golf Club. Details will be sent to members.
Queen’s Surreys Officers Club Ladies Luncheon - Clandon. Details to members in May Newsletter,
Museum Open Day - Clandon
Queen’s Regiment, Past & Present Dinner WO’s & Sgts - Bassingbourn.
Details in May Newsletter
East Surrey Regiment Reunion - Drill Hall - Clapham Junction.
Details from S Jupe, 68c Havelock Road, Wimbledon, London, SW19 8HD
5 OMA The Queen’s “El Alamein” Dinner - Sandfield Terrace.
Details from D Mitchell, “Dunroamin” 3 Littlefield Way Fairlands, Guildford, Surrey.
6 OCA The Queen’s Dinner Dance, UJ Club
St Margaret’s Westminster, Field of Remembrance (to be in position by 1130 hrs).
Queen’s Surreys Annual Reunion - Union Jack Club - Details in May Newsletter, 
This popular event will be on a “first come - first served” basis.
Remembrance Day Parades - Guildford - Kingston - Bermondsey, Southwark under local arrangements. 
Queen’s Regiment Officers Club Dinner, Park Lane Hotel. Details from RHQ The Queen’s.
BRITISH BATTALION DAY

1993

SOBRAON DAY
Association Trustees & Committee meetings, Clandon.
YPRES DAY
23rd London/42 RTR Lunch.
East Surrey Officers’ Dinner, Simpsons-in-the-Strand.

Benevolence

During 1991, 259 cases were investigated and 209 grants-in-aid 
were approved. This was a slight increase on 1990 by 6 cases 
investigated and an additional 19 grants-in-aid. The 50 cases 
rejected were all investigated by SSAFA and British Legion but 
after careful consideration of all the facts, grants were not 
approved.

We now administer 43 individual cases receiving the Army 
Benevolent Fund Supplementary Allowance. In 1990 we had 39 
cases, there has been 4 deaths but overall our numbers continue 
to rise with regard to this allowance.

Nursing home applications continue to come foward. During 
1991, 20 applications to the Army Benevolent Fund were 
processed with a further 4 awaiting confirmation.

The Supplementary Allowance and Nursing Home cases are NOT 
included in the above figure of 259 members or dependants 
receiving grants-in-aid.

The Royal Alexandra Hospital Home at Worthing continues to 
assist Association members for short term holidays and one 
member stayed for a period of 5 weeks during 1991.

A brief summary is shown below:
a. Association Grants-in-Aid - £29,730 (209) average £142.25 per case
b. Nursing Home Fees - £11,200 (20) average £560.00 per case
c. ABF Supplementary Allowance - £ 7,488 (43) average £ 3.35 per week

Copyright - The Queen’s Royal Surrey Regiment Association.
Printed By: Geo. J. Harris, The Press On The Lake, Sandwich, Kent.
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THE QUEEN’S REGIMENT
1661

Amalgamation

The date of our amalgamation with The Royal Hampshire 
Regiment to form The Princess of Wales’s Royal Regiment 
(Queen’s and Royal Hampshire) (1’WRR) has been advanced to 
9 September 1992. (Salerno Day)

HM The Queen has appointed HRH The Princess of Wales 
Colonel-in- Chief of the new Regiment and HM Queen 
Margrethe II of Denmark Allied Colonel-in-Chief. Subject to 
Royal Assent, the Colonel of the Regiment will be Major General 
Anthony Denison-Smith MBE, late Grenadier Guards.

The Regiment will consist of two Regular battalions, two TA 
battalions, a TA Company and, for a limited period, Regular 
reinforcement sub units badged PWRR to serve in Ulster with 
other regiments. The 1st Battalion will initially be based in 
Colchester and the 2nd in Canterbury. The 5th (Volunteer) 
Battalion will cover Kent, Surrey and Sussex with its HQ in 
Canterbury and the 6th/7th (Volunteer) Battalion will have 
companies in Surrey, Sussex and Hampshire with its HQ in 
Horsham. Meanwhile, the 8th Queen’s Fusiliers will be replaced 
by the‘London Regiment’, made up of four cap badges, of which 
B ‘Queen’s’ Company will be based in Edgware and Hornsey. 
The Regular reinforcements will provide one company to 1st 
Battalion The Duke of Edinburgh’s Royal Regiment and platoons 
to 1st Battalion The Royal Scots and 1st Battalion The Royal 
Welch Fusiliers.

Regimental Headquarters will remain in Canterbury (colocated, 
it is hoped, with the UK-based battalion) but with an Area Office 
in Winchester.

The new badge will be a Paschal Lamb within a Garter 
surmounted by a Royal Crown and with a scroll bearing the name 
of the Regiment below. The collar badge will be a rose and crown, 
and buttons will have the Princess of Wales’s cypher (‘D’ below 
a coronet) within a laurel wreath.

Further information will be published in due course on other 
items of Dress, Colours, Marches, Regimental Days, Alliances 
and Affiliations, Traditions and Silver etc. Suffice it to say that 
all these matters are being dealt with by the Amalgamation 
Committee with the aim of continuing the best of both Regiments.

News Of The Regular Battalions

Our 1st and 3rd Battalions will move back from Minden and 
Episkopi respectively, to Canterbury and Colchester in August 
and will immediately start integrating with our 2nd Battalion and 
1st Battalion The Royal Hampshire Regiment to form the two 
Regular battalions and reinforcement sub-units of the new 
Regiment. In the meantime the 2nd Battalion, which returned 
from Northern Ireland in March, after an extremely successful 
tour of duty, is sending a strong company group to the Falkland 
Islands July until November. Among recent notable successes, 
the 1st Battalion won five out of six bouts in the BAOR Individual 
Boxing Championships and these Queensmen have now gone on 
to the Army Finals. The 2nd Battalion teams won both the Silver 
and Bronze Medals in the Cambrian Patrol Competition and their 
Rugby XV was only narrowly defeated in the semi-finals of the 
Army Cup.

TA Battalions

All the TA battalions have, as usual, been training hard. 'The 
6th/7th (Volunteer) Battalion won the TA Bronze medal in the 
Cambrian Patrol Competition, and once again had excellent 
results in the South East District Orienteering Championships , 
coming 1st and 3rd in the Men’s Events and winning The 
Veteran’s class. The same battalion won the Infantry prize in

Army Cross- Country Driving Championships competing against 
both Regular and TA units. 'Hie 6th/7th (Volunteer) Battalion 
have also helped to raise over £100,000 for Charity during the 
last three years. All three battalions are content that they have 
been dealt with fairly in the reorganisation following the Options 
for Change study.

Regimental Grand Reunion

The last Regimental Grand Reunion before amalgamation will be 
held at Bassingbourn on Sunday 5th July. This will be a very 
special day and we hope to see as many Members of the 
Regimental Association there as possible.

JJW

First Battalion The Queen’s Regiment

Six months is a long time in the life of a Battalion! We ended 
1991 preparing for the amalgamation of The Queen’s Regiment 
and The Royal Hampshire Regiment, expecting to leave 
Germany in February 1993 but not knowing where everyone was 
going and with the name of the new Regiment still undecided. 
We now have a good name, The Princess of Wales Royal 
Regiment, and our move back to England has been brought 
forward to August 1992 to enable the amalgamation to go ahead 
more smoothly. Most people know where they are being posted 
to, either the new battalions in Colchester or Canterbury, but 
some will have to go as reinforcing companies or platoons, as a 
temporary measure, to other battalions who are short of men for 
operational tours.

Life has not stood still while all this debate has been going on. 
On the training side we have been concentrating on individual 
skills to ensure that everyone is course qualified and as well 
prepared as possible to take their place in the new Regiment when 
the time comes. We have run Milan and Mortar cadres and a 
highly successful PNCOs cadre in Berlin. We have completed a 
gruelling two week field firing period at Scnnelager which 
included a helicopter exercise and a patrol competition as well as 
our first live firing of Milan from the Milan Compact Turret. 
Sadly this was our last deployment as a Battalion as we now start 
to prepare for the drawdown in earnest.

To carry out an amalgamation is a difficult enough problem but 
to strip down and hand back everything in your barracks at the 
same time is a Quartermasters nightmare and really concentrates 
the mind! Our Mark 1 AFV 432 fleet are being prepared for 
disposal and Boards of Officers have been going on in every area 
of Battalion life. Yet, despite it all, we have still found time to 
compete in the Garrison Military Skills Competition, the 
Divisional Skill at Arms Meeting and prepare for visits by 
Canadian and CCF cadets!

The Corps of Drums, British Battalion Day 1991

Dmr Sands. LCpl Foy. Dmr Parsons. Dmr Domcney. Dmr Harford. LCpl Jenkins. Dmr 
Mitchell. LCpl Dhaliwal. Dmr Burton. Dmr Fuller. Dmr Simmons. Dmr Budd Dmr Buckley. 
Dmr Woolcock. Dmr Pacth. LCpl Mulroy. Cpl Brabrook. DMaj Barden.Capt A Adjutant A. 
R. Bolton. Sgt Hansen.M. LCpl Lane. LCpl Wilson.
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Sport and Adventure training has not been allowed to suffer 
either. Although our Novice Boxing Team has not done quite so 
well this year, seven boxers have gone forward to the Army 
Individual Boxing Finals and we have had two working with the 
Army squad all season. As a result of this continuing success 
Brigadier Charles Millman has again kindly awarded the 
Battalion his trophy, something the learn were particularly 
pleased to receive, other sports are also thriving. The Cross 
Country and Orienteering teams have both reached the BAOR 
Finals, and our Rugby, Football, and Basketball teams are all 
doing well in their respective Divisional leagues. On the skiing 
front we entered teams in both the Alpine and Nordic disciplines, 
with the Nordic skiers doing particularly well to reach the Army 
finals. We have also managed to get a number of parties of 
soldiers away for a week’s skiing in Austria.

But there is no doubt that the underlining concern is our future. 
Now we have a much clearer view of what is happening to us all 
and the work of the Amalgamation Committee is preceding 
well, the benefits of this process are much easier to see. After 
many years of undermanning the prospect of life in a battalion 
with no shortages Is only just around the corner. Many of our 
finest traditions, such as Sobraon Day and the Third Colour look 
like being carried forward into the new Regiment and so our 
heritage will live on. There is a very positive atmosphere in the 
Battalion which boads well for the future and the new Regiment. 
Our final parade is at the end of May and the weekend of the 
Glorious First of June will certainly be celebrated in style. We 
very much hope that it will be possible for some members of The 
Queen’s Royal Surrey Regimental Association to join us for the 
occasion.

ACM

Chief Yeoman Warder I). Harding MVO

Denis Harding joined the Army in September 1944 in The 
Queen’s Royal Regiment. After training he joined l/6th Queen’s 
at Helmsley in Yorkshire. On December 23rd the battalion 
embarked on H.T. Orion. After a short time at Qassain they 
moved to the I xbanon to assist in peace keeping duties during the 
hand over from French to Lebanon control. In June 1945 Lt Col 
H G Duncombe DSO took over command from Lt Col TV Close 
DSO and shortly afterwards the battalion left Syria being the last 
British Troops to do so. They moved to Palestine and were again 
employed on peace keeping duties.

In February 1947 the order came for 1/6th Queen’s to pass into 
suspended animation.

Denis Harding then joined 2nd Bn The East Surreys at El Ballah 
Egypt. 1st and 2nd Surreys amalgamated and he then served with 
1 Surreys in Greece before returning home in September 1948. 
He continued serving with the Surreys until they amalgamated 
with The Queen’s in 1959. He continued to serve at Regimental 
Duty with 'Hie Queen’s Surreys and Queen’s until his retirement 
as a warrant officer in 1968.

For a time he was employed as Head porter at Keynes College, 
University of Kent. He applied for a post as a Yeoman Warder 
but had to wait for a vacancy until 1973.

In 1985 he was promoted to Yeoman clerk and in 1986 he was 
again promoted to Chief Yeoman Warder, a position he held until 
his retirement on his 65th birthday on February 13th 1992.

During his time at the Tower he served with other characters from 
the Regiment including Jack Chaffer MM, Pip Piper and Peter 
Harding, (who also served with the SAS). Other Yeoman 
Warders who have served with our regiments are of course RSM 
Fred Harcup and Sgt Curtis VC who won his Victoria Cross 
whilst serving with 2 Surreys in the Boer War. His action is 
depicted in the museum at Clandon.

In the 1992 New Years Honours, Denis Harding was awarded the 
MVO.
All members of the Association congratulate him on this very 
unique honour and wish him and his wife many happy years of 
retirement.

Rangoon War Graves Cemetery, Htaukkyan

Footnote, See Recollections of a Pilgrim
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Congratulations to:-

Squadron Leader Gerald Alan Morris, OBE has celebrated his 
100th Birthday. He joined The Queen’s (West Surreys) on 5th 
August 1914 and served with The First Surrey Rifles, 21st Bn 
The London Regiment. He served in France as a rifleman and was 
commissioned into the 7th Bn The Royal North Lancashire 
Regiment in 1915. In 1916, he was seconded to The Royal Flying 
Corps and left at the end of hostilities as a Captain.

He re-enlisted in 1939 in the RAF and saw service on the staff of 
Marshall of the RAF - Sir Arthur ‘Bomber’ Harris, as his Chief 
Photographic Interpreter.

His medals include the 1914-15 Star, 1914-18 Croix De Guerre 
with Palms, 1939-45 Star, France and Germany Defence Medal 
and 1939-45 Victory Medal with Mention in Despatches. He was 
awarded the OBE during the Second World War, after spending 
much time in the USA and Russia, explaining the impact and 
strategy of Bomber Command to leading military and political 
figures of both countries.

Squadron Leader Morris pictured on his 100th birthday

Ernest (Pop) Burchett who celebrated his 100th birthday on 
December 17th 1991. Ernest and brothers Jack and 1'om were all 
members of 7th Bn The Queen’s (West Surreys). Tom who was 
a Sergeant was killed on August 3rd 1918. Ernest and Jack 
survived the Great War but Ernest was invalided out of the Army 
in 1917 after being wounded on the Somme.

Golden Weddings

No fewer than four former members of The East Surrey Regiment 
celebrated their Golden Weddings on 7 March 1992. They are:-

RSM and Mrs H J (Jack) Chaffer

Major and Mrs ALA Bishop

Major and Mrs P C A Bridgeland

Major and Mrs F J Reed

Mr and Mrs E (I)rummy) Fulker who celebrated their Golden 
Wedding on 29th November 1991.

Major and Mrs P Freeman who celebrated their Golden 
Wedding on 15th December 1991.

Sadly both Major Teter ILreeman and "Drummy’ Jub^er have 
since died. See deaths

Mr and Mrs A E Weston who celebrated their Golden Wedding 
on 29th May 1991.

Silver Weddings

Lt Col and Mrs Foster Herd who celebrated their 25th (Silver) 
wedding anniversary on the 28th March 1992.

Mr J T Jones who celebrated his 88th Birthday on 19th 
November 1991.

Mrs Rachel Roupell who celebrated her 80th Birthday on 26th 
November 1991.

Brigadier Charles Millman who has been appointed Deputy 
Lieutenant for, and in the County of Kent.

Awards

Major (QM) Vic Ebbens on the award of the MBE in the New 
Years Honours, Vic was QM of 1 Queen’s but is now 
Quartermaster of 4th Armd Div in BAOR.

Corporal Ron Brill on his award of the BEM in the New Years 
Honours. Ron Brill joined The Queen’s in Tampin, Malaya and 
has served with them continuously since then. He was Pioneer 
Corporal for many years, now retired from the Army and working 
in the Medway area.

Retirements: Brigadier A F S Ling OBE retired from the Army 
on 2nd April 1992.

Donations: The Trustees wish to acknowledge with grateful 
thanks the Ladies and Gentlemen who have contributed to our 
funds:-
H S Cranfield, W II Harrison and J Palmer and Mrs M E Rowe. 
Also to the many members who add “a little more” to allow for 
Newsletters to be sent to less well off comrades.

Meeting in Australia

On a recent trip to Australia, Our President met an old member 
of 1 Queen’s Band at Sydney Airport, George Corbett. George 
joined 1 Queens Band in Tampin, Malaya as a Boy. He had lost 
touch with the Regiment and was delighted to bump into 
Brigadier Mike Doyle. Both played hockey for the Regiment. 
George played hockey for the Regiment when it won the BAOR 
Cup in 1957-58.

George now lives at 41 Albion Street, Roseland, N.S.W. 2196 
Australia. The President was most touched when George came to 
the Airport to see him off. Needless to say, George has now 
received his Newsletter and intends to keep in touch.

Hockey Team, 1st Queen’s BAOR

BAOR Inter Unit Hockey Champions 1957-58

Cfn. E. Tatham, R.E.M.E. Hacks 2ILieut. R. S. Hill 2/Lieut. A. W. Fuller Halves 
2/Lieut. M.J. Power Bdsmn. G. W. Corbett 2/Lieut. J. W. Farrar Forwards Lieut. 
J. G. W. Davidson Lieut. R. D. S. Burton Maj. J. W. Sewell 2/Lieut. S. T. W. 
Anderson Sgt. R. Lancaster.
Commanding officer, Lt Col (1958-59) D I. Lloyd-Owen DSO, OBE, MC.
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