


REGIMENTAL AND ASSOCIATION EVENTS
1993

20th December

BRITISH BATTALION DAY (1941)

1994

10th February
26th February
12th March
26th March
26th March
23 April

23 April

SOBRAON DAY (1846)
Museum Trustees meeting, Clandon

2/7th Queens Annual Reunion
YPRES DAY (1915)

Territorial Trustees meeting, Clandon
Association Trustees and Committee meeting, Clandon

Annual St. Georges Day lunch, 23rd London/42 RTR Assoc., St Johns Clapham, details

from Major D Conran TD, 5 Cherwell Lodge, Water Eaton Road, Oxford OX2 7QH (0865-53587)

5th May

14th May

16th May

25th May

27th May (TBC)
Ist June

3rd June

S5th June

Ist August

9th September
5th October
4th November
13th November

ALBUHERA DAY  (1811)

MINDEN DAY
SALERNO DAY

(1759)
(1943)

Remembrance Day

Golf Society, Spring Meeting - Sudbrooke Park
5 OMA Reunion Dinner, Sandfield Terrace, Guildford.

Golf Society, Royal Marines match, North Hants Golf Club

Presidents Reception for Freedom Town Mayors, Clandon

200th Anniversary of the BATTLE of the GLORIOUS FIRST of JUNE 1794
Officers’ Club, Ladies Luncheon, Clandon

Annual Church Service, Guildford Cathedral

Golf Society Autumn meeting. Woking Golf Club
Queen’s Surreys Annual Reunion, Union Jack Club

Editorial

The President has congratulated all those members who
work so hard in our regimental museum at Clandon in his
notes. In the last edition we paid tribute to Brigadier
Michael Clarke who stepped down as Chairman before the
new season opened. Readers will have seen that his place
has been taken by Colonel Peter Durrant, who had already
started preparatory work for the ‘new look’ in the museum.
Much of the do it yourself work was carried out by the new
Chairman, ably assisted in this area by Roy Harding, and
during the summer many tributes have justly been paid to
the museum staff by visitors to the museum. We wish
Colonel Peter and his staff continued success in their
dedicated work in displaying our Regiment in the County
of Surrey.

It was most gratifying to see so many of our Association
travel to Canterbury and take part in The Royal Review in
June. We were blessed with a lovely hot day, and a number
of our members and their wives, were presented to the
Princess of Wales.

Sadly, this edition records the passing of several
distinguished officers and soldiers of the Regiment, Bill
Griffiths and Guy Sandys both served with distinction in
the 1/7th Queen’s, Wilfred Luff DCM, a veteran of the
First World War, and Colonel Lance East. Many of our
members, regular and territorial will remember him as
Adjutant or Commanding Officer before, during and after
the Second World War. A fine officer, whose love of his
Regiment and the welfare of its officers and men never
deserted him, even in his last years when he was so
grievously crippled.

This year has seen several 50th anniversaries. Next year
will be no exception, many Surreys will recall the battles
in Italy in particular and finally 1994 see’s the 200th
Anniversary of the Battle of the Glorious First of June. We
all hope for a splendid turnout at the Cathedral on June 5th
1994 to mark this occasion. Best wishes to you all.

Les Wilson.

An appreciation and thank you.

The President presenting a coffee table drum to Major and Mrs
John Fowler on behalf of The Association. We are most grateful
for their continued support.

Frontispiece. Drummer The 2nd (Queen’s Royal) Regiment of Foot ¢ 1825.
From an original water colour by Charles C. Stadden and printed with his permission.
Depot companies of the Regiment, after being statloned in the Isle of Wight removed to Canterbury in the Autumn of 1825. The Service

Companies of the Regiment were
In 1823 the drummers
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at this time in India.

and fifers of the Regiment were ordered to change the jacket colour from red to blue (W03/242 PRO)







5th Bn. The Queen’s Royal Regiment Old Members
Association

The Association held their Annual Reunion Dinner at
Sandfield Terrace Drill Hall on the 8th May, when 150
members attended, many of them travelling long
distances, even from as far afield as Wales.

After a silence in memory of “absent friends” the
Chairman, Lt. Colonel Foster Herd, welcomed members
and expressed the hope that they would have a happy
evening. He spoke of his pleasure at seeing so many
members of today’s Territorial Army present and taking
an interest in the Association. Tributes were paid to
Colonel Toby Sewell, who was deputising for thc
President of the Association, to Lt. Colonel Les Wilson
Secretary of the Association, to Captain Brian Scripps,
PSAO Sandfield Terrace, and to other helpers and
organisers who contributed to the success of the evening.
Richard Ford, Curator of the Regimental Museum at
Clandon was welcomed and mention made of thc present
attractions of the Museum.

Major R Saunders, Lt Cols [ Wilson, D Patterson, Col J W
Sewell, Lt Col G C H Harris, R Ford, Lt Col F B Herd, Capt B
Scripps, Capt J Patterson, Lt Col D Wilson, R May and D Mitchell

At the end of the proccedings all members felt that they
had had a most cnjoyable evening and went home with
happy memories of past Regimental expericnces and
renewed associations and friendships.

Tommy Atkins, Jack and Edna Homersham, Syd Barker,
Tom Best and Les Wilson.

On Wednesday, 9th June forty members went to
Canterbury to sce The Review of The Princess of Wales’s
Royal Regiment by Her Royal Highness The Princess of
Wales, Colonel in Chief, this being the first time that the
new Regiment had been on full parade since its formation.
In perfect weather the Princess took the salute as the
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Regiment marched past, followed by a paradc of
Association members from the past Regimcnts. After
lunch the Princess walked round, chatting to members who
were presented to her, among them being our member Jack
Homersham and his wife Edna. Beating of Retrcat by the
Kohima Band and Corps of Drums completed a very fine
Regimental day and our thanks must go to Lt. Coloncl Les
Wilson for all the arrangements madc on behalf of the Old
Comrades Associations.

Sunday, 25th July was a sad day for the Woking Branch qf
the Dunkirk Veterans Association who finally closed their
doors due to lack of support through age, illncss and lack
of persons to take over official positions.

It was decided to lay up the Branch Banner in St Peter’s
Church, Old Woking where, at the final ceremony several
other Branch and Association standards werc on display
before a congregation which included many former
Queen’s members.

It was with great sadness that we heard in June of the decath
of Coloncl Lancc East at the grand old age of 93 years. As
a regular soldier he had a distinguished career, both
militarily and in the field of athletics. The Old members
Association was well represented at his funcral.

RM

Salerno Dinner

The 5th Bn. The Qucen’s Royal Regiment Old Members
Association hcld a dinner at The Sandfield Drill Hall,
Guildford on 18th September to commemoratc the Salerno
landing of 1943. The Association Chairman, Lt. Colonlel
Foster Herd, welcomed everybody, including Mr J. White
and Mr L. Bazern, Chairman and Secretary/Treasurer of
the Aldershot Branch of The Royal Hampshires
Regimental Association. Mcmories of the landing werc
stirred when Colonel Harry Bott gave an account of the
battle as he remembered it. At the end of the cvening the
Chairman thanked all the organisers and their wives for
their efforts which had made the event such a success.

RAM
50th Anniversary Salerno Church Service and Parade

On Thursday, 9th September 30 members and wives of The
5th Bn. Queen’s Royal Regiment Old Members
Association were invited to join The Hampshire Old
Comrades Association in a 50th Anniversary Church
Service at The Royal Garrison Church, Aldershot. The
lesson was read by The Venerable Peter Mallet, Chaplain
to The Princess of Wales's Royal Regiment (Queen’s an

Royal Hampshires) before a congregation of about 400
people. Two hundred members took part in a march past
afterwards, headed by the Kohima Band of The Princess
of Wales’s Royal Regiment. A buffct luncheon was
provided later at the Civil Service Club. The chance to
foster close rclationships between both Regimental
Associations was greatly appreciated.

RAM

Short Measure

Copy of a Surrey resident’s letter found in a scrap book at
Clandon Museum.
Dear Lord Kitchener Jan 1916
I am writing to tell you that I think it is a great shame
that our gardener, Mr Morton, who is willing to fight
for his country, cannot because he is a quarter of an
inch too short. He would make a very good soldier and
he wants so much to go and we have no other man to
go so we should like to send him.
We have got a photo of you in uniform. You look very
nice.

Yours affectionately




Muscum Notes

We have recently closed for the “winter” period following
a seven months open scason in our rcorganiscd statc,
cnhanced by the ncw lighting which thc Association
generously provided. Judging from comments overheard
and received the Muscum has been appreciated and 1 am
grateful for all those who help in so many diffcrent ways
to cnablc it to function.

We need volunteers to write muscum companion booklcts
in the series to cover The Queen’s in North Africa and The
Qucen’s in Malaysia 1954-57. Arc there any willing
voluntcers? The Muscum would cover any cxpenses
involved and help in collating material.

The following artcfacts have recently been gencrously
presented to the Museum:-

A pair of miniaturc Colours madc by the Royal School of

Ncedlework in 1938 for 6 East Surrcys. Presented by
Colonel Thompson as Chairman of the Territorial Army
Trustees.

A sword ¢.1870 that belonged to the 19th Rifle Voluntcers
and found in an antique shop in New York. Presented by
Captain Greico (US Army (retd)).

A 1959 photograph album/scrap book providing a unique
reccord of 1 Qucen’s final cclebration of “The Glorious
First of Junc”, prior to amalgamation. Compiled and
presented by Major General David Lloyd-Owen.

Entrance to thec Muscum is now by way of the bascment
(ground level) as for the Restaurant and National Trust
shop. Entrance is frece.

PAWG

These lovely miniature colours of 6th Surrevs have now been
handed over to the museum by The Territorial Trustees. They are
now on display in the museum. 4
Seen here is Colonel Peter Thompson, Chairman, The Territorial
Trustees and Colonel Peter Durrant now Museum Chairman.

Presentations and Thanks

Lt‘ Col Robert Lyle with the President, having just been presented
with a print of The East Surrey Regiment. L7 Col Lyle has now
resigned as a Trustee, having been involved on committees and
as a trustee for the past twenty nine years.

Drum Majors’ Sashes

At the President’s reception for Freedom Town Mayors of
Surrcy, the President presented an cmbroidercd sash, on
behalf of The Association to cach of the drum majors of
The Princess of Wales’s Royal Regiment. Members who
travelled to Canterbury to watch The Royal Review in
June will have scen the drum majors on parade with the
new sashes.

The Drum Majors of The Princess of Wales's Royal Regiment.

Reproduced below is a lctter from The Colonel of the
Regiment, Major General A A Denison Smith MBE to the
President.

Dear Mike

[ am writing to thank you and the Trustees of your
Regimental Association for your most generous gift to
The Regiment of the three Drum Major sashes for our
three Corps of ‘Drums.
Your Association, I know, was always closely
identified with the serving element of The Queen’s
Regiment and your commitment now to our new
Regiment is so helpful to us all. The inclusion of our
title in that of your Association is further evidence of
this support and we are most grateful for this decision.
Not only does it show that we are the proud inheritors
of your regimental traditions and history, it also
promulgates our name in the County of Surrey.
I would be grateful if you could pass on to your
Trustees my deep appreciation and sincere thanks for
their support and generosity.

Yours ever

Anthony

H.M.S. Howe

Admiral Earl Howe, the victor of the Battic of the Glorious
First of Junc, has certainly, and properly, been well
remembered by the Royal Navy over the ycars.

On April 9th, 1940 a battleship, built by Fairfield
shipyards, was launched and named after him. The very
latest of her class, she saw service with the Home Flect
1942-44 (with a spell in Force “H” in 1943) and was in the
Eastern Flect 1944-45. In my own Naval days [ saw her at
Rosyth in 1944, a powerful and menacing figure, with
other ships of the Battle Fleet.

She was finally scrapped at Inverkeithing in 1958.

R.F.




Congratulations:-

To Gceorge and Ellen Collins on their Platinum Wedding
Anniversary

George and Ellen holding their congratulatory Platinum
Wedding Anniversary greetings from HM The Queen.

Congratulations are certainly due to George and Ellen
Collins of Guildford who recently celebrated their
platinum (70th) Wedding Anniversary and received a
telegram from the Queen. A veteran of The Middlesex
Regiment in the First World War, George was working
with Post Office telephones in Guildford when he married
Ellen in September, 1923. Joining the local Territorial
Army, the 5th Queen’s in 1932, he was called up for active
service in 1939 and in the following year he was taken
prisoner and wounded at Dunkirk wherec he won the
Military Medal. After the war he re-joined the Post Office
from which he retirecd in 1965. Both George and his wife
have been active members of the Royal British Legion for
many years and George is an enthusiastic student of
military history. At their celebratory party they were
Jjoined by their seven children, six grandchildren and nine
great grandchildren.

RF

Golden Wedding Congratulations to:-

Mr. and Mrs. W J Walker on thecir Golden Wedding
Anniversary July 31st 1993,

Harry and Jessie Skilton who celebrated their Golden
Wedding on June 29th 1993. Harry will be remembered by
many Surreys and Queens Surreys. He ran the Surreys
boxing team for many years.

Birthday Greetings to:-

Colonel Geoffrey Bevington who celebrated his 90th
birthday on 31st October.

Arthur Scriven who cclebrated his 90th birthday on 6th
November.

Best Wishes to:-

Major General Francis Piggott, Colonel ‘Buck’ Buchanan,
Lt Cols Bill Peet and Tony Hannaford. Doug Mitchell,
Jack Homersham, Davc Boorer, A Sanger and G Dcacon.

All have been unwell recently and have been to hospital or
have been treated at home. There are many more of our
mcmbers who have undergone surgery or hospital
treatment. Not all notify the Secretary, they or their friends
sometimes forgct to let us know. Readers should please
remember that bencvolence funds are available, subject to
certain rules, for such necessities as after care holidays,
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travel to visit members (or their dependents) in hospital,
plus of course the usual requirements of heating or warm
clothing. Do let the Secretary or your nearest branch
Sccretary know, if you hear of a comrade or dependent
needing assistance and we will see how best we can assist.

Congratulations to:- Lt Col Jonathan Riley on three
counts, promotion to Lieutenant Colonel, he is to
command 1st Bn Royal Welch Fusiliers, and on the
publication of The History of The Queen’s Regiment of
which he is the author. A massive undertaking which has
taken some six years of his spare time. The Queen’s
Regiment is indeed most grateful to him.

Congratulations to:- Surrcy Army Cadet Force on thc
first class rebadging parade they held on Sunday Sth
September in the presence of Richard Thornton Esq OBE
JP. Her Majesty’s Lord Lieutenant for the County of
Surrey. During the parade The Colonel of The Princess of
Wales’s Royal Regiment, Major General A A Denison-
Smith MBE presented a new County Banner to The Surrey
Army Cadet Force. The Banner is equivalent in The Army
Cadet Force of Colours in the Regular Army.

All who attended werc very much impressed with the
standard of drill and turnout of these young men and

Surrey Cadet Force New Banner is dedicated
at the Drumhead Service

A Real OId Soldier

A book entitled “Tales of Old Soldiers” by Tom Quinn,
and recently published by Alan Sutton Publishing,
contains accounts of Army life in the First World War.
Experiences in that conflict have been recounted by ten
veterans, among them being well known Woking resident
Clarrie Jarman, a former Queen’s man.

In 1914, like many other enthusiastic youngsters, he put
his age on by twelve months and enlisted in the 7th Bn.
The Queen’s Royal West Surrey Regiment. After training
at Stoughton Barracks, Guildford, he went to France where
he endured all the horrors and privations of trench warfare
on thc Western Front.

His military career was brought to an abrupt end on the
first day of the Somme in July 1916 when machine gun
bullets shattered his right leg which later had to be
amputated below the knee.

Discharged to civilian life, he resumed his former career
in engineering but later became a schools inspector - a job
he did for thirty-six years before retiring at the age of
sixty-five. Of indomitablec spirit, he never let his war
wound and experiences defeat him but maintained an
active life style which, among other things, included the
sport of cricket. He comments, “I was always reckoned to
be the best one legged wicket keeper in Woking”.

Still with us at the sprightly age of ninety-seven, we wish
Clarrie well and hope he will notch up a century.













through our building
without hindrance.
This was the hot air
experienced around
our legs.

Other bombs had
dropped just behind us
and here there wecre
more casualties, killed
and wounded, to be
attended to. Two of
them were Indian
cooks from the
Sergeants Mess and as
they were stretchered
away one, badly
injured in the chest and
bleeding profusely,
apologised for not
being able to complete
‘Sahibs supper’, a

valiant man. In the
Mounting Guard at Sharnall Street,

October 1939. J Shuttle on the right Stamfprd Roa(.j g .the
and next to me is Dick Coventry who, busx Ll ST
together with Charlie Ellis on far outside the entrance_ to
right joined the 1/6th. The other two ~ the beleaguered Indian
men joined 2/6th Surreys and Quarters, a passing
remained with them. despatch rider had

received the full
impact of the explosion and all that remained were his
burnt out motor-cycle with his charred fingers still
gripping the handlebars. The road, as had now become
commonplace throughout the city, was strewn ankle decp
with rubble.

It was later discovered that we were even luckier than had
been thought. Closer examination revealed that an
unexploded bomb had in fact penetrated the building.

No more cables were despatched whilst we quietly waited.
It seemed that the air raid was the final fling by the enemy
and at 8.30 pm the all clear sounded for the first time since
that fateful alert in the early hours of Friday. It was now
the 15th February 1942 and we had capitulated.

The quietude was deafening.

J.F. Shuttle at Shanghai in 1940.
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Reunion

Gerald Duffy MM, ‘Ginger’ Murray and ‘Jumbo’ Powell.

Quetta

The recent catastrophic earthquake in India recalls a
tragically similar incident (commemorated here in verse) at
Quetta in 1935 when Ist Bn The Queen’s Royal Regiment
were actively involved and two of their members, Lance
Corporal G. Henshaw and Private A. Brook were awarded
gallantry medals of the Order of the British Empire (later
converted to George Crosses).

The trembling earth, the sudden quake,
The rumbling sounds as buildings shake,
The crashing ruins tumbling down,
The mortai blows to stricken town.
The wrecKage strewn with dead and dying,
T ﬁ;'piercing screams and anguished crying,

he faltering steps of those surviving,

The welcome sight of troops arriving.

The Queen’s march in with measured tread,
The air of brave men, finely led,
To aid and succour is their task,
They’ll do it well. No need to ask,,

They work as heroes day and night,
Midst horror, blood and ghastly sight,
They bear the stretchers’ grisly ézds
O’er rough hewn tracks that once were roads,
They dig for trapped, and bury dead,
‘Emotion .Stif{;l{- little said.

Then when at last their tasK is done,
They march away ‘neath Indian sun,
And leave behind the scene of pain
Where Quetta’s town will rise again.

Poem written and composed by Richard Ford




So There We Were

1663 The Tangiers Regiment (later the Quecn’s), serving
in Tangiers, were perpetually getting involved in clashes
with the Moors, and sometimes being caught unawares. On
one occasion it was reported that, “the officers, horsc,
workmen and reserves being within to refresh themselves,
the Moors suddenly appearcd in threc bodics, cach
consisting of 500 and half that number as resecrves,
assaulted us with great celerity”.

1713 Not for the last time in history a reduction in the
regiments of the Army was ordered following complaints
from the Trcasury over the cost of maintaining overscas
garrisons. Following the signing of the Treaty of Utrecht,
the employment afloat of Goring’s Marine Regiment (a
predccessor of The East Surrey Regiment), which had
lasted eleven ycars came to an end. The Queen’s in
England were garrisoned at Hull and Carlisle but their
overscas dctachment at Annapolis Royal were having an
unhappy time, suffering from a shortage of pay and a
surfeit of attacks by Indians.

1763 Following the signing of a peacc trcaty at
Fontainbleau, the British pcople rcjoiced at the end of war
but the usual moves to reduce the Army followed and an
order of 20 April to thec Qucen’s stated that, “the
non-effective men that had hitherto been borne on the
cstablishment in Ireland were to be discontinued The 3 st
Regiment were in England for two ycars before procecding
again to foreign service.

1783 The 70th formed an additional company at
Kingston-upon-Thames for recruiting purposcs, cnlisting
men from all parts of the County of Surrey. Surrey recruits
of the 70th, drafted for overseas scrvice in America, were
reported by a board of officers to be of good quality. A
detachment of thc Qucen’s, serving aboard the frigate
Aurorz} in lieu of Marines, were styled as soldicrs
belonging to The Queen’s Royal Regiment of Foot doing
duty as Marines and borne as part of the complement”.

1803 The Qucen’s, at Gibraltar, were inspected by HRH
the Duke of Kent who found them to be generally in good
Or_de{. There were, however, serious drinking problcms
xvnhm the Regiment, so much so that it was reported that

other corps refused to dinc with them”. Strict mcasures
were talgcn to suppress these malpractices. The 70th, after
Precautionary anti-invasion duties in England, marched to
Portsmouth to embark for service in the West Indies. En
route some members were involved in an unfortunate
affray with a party of artillerymen, rcsulting in arrests and
trials by the civil powers of Surrey men on serious charges
of which they were acquitted.

1833 The 31st were in India where they secm to have made
a most favourablc impression on Maharaja Ranjit Singh,
the celebrated ruler of the Punjab, who visited the
Reglment twice and drew the attention of his attendant
officers to the details and evolutions of the Governor
General’s cscort, of which the 31st were a part, when they
went through a field day. The Qucen’s, also in India, were
suffqrmg from the effects of heat which, in Bombay, was
causing them to lose two to five men daily.

E853 The Quecn’s were in Africa where the campaign in
Tlrl‘tlsh Kaffaria had recently bcen brought to an end.

urty-two members of the Regiment were about to be
transferred as Volunteers to the Cape Mounted Rifles. The
70th, in India, lost 104 dead in a cholera epidemic while
stationcd at Cawnpore.

(1:883 The East Surrey Regiment (as it was now styled)

AalI:jm home to England from Gibraltar to bc stationed at

i'Orﬁrsh‘o; for ninc months. The Queen’s embarked at

and for service in Irel: 1

$th Geropor cland, landing at Queenstown on

1923 y

. (1);(; I/{\ special guard of The Queen’s was mounted when

tile eading visited Government House at Lucknow. At
end of the year the Regiment moved to Allahabad. The

Surrcys arrived in Khartoum from Egypt, and
distinguished themsclves in various sporting activities
before moving on to Hong Kong at the end of the year.

e i

Surreys entering Centuripe 1943

1943 In Sicily the Surreys werc cngaged in a grim battle
for (of all places) a cemetery at Centuripe. Centuripe was
eventually taken by the British Forccs in what
Montgomery described as “a wonderful feat of arms”. The
Qucen’s were at Homs near Tripoli where they enjoyed
plcasant camping conditions. The Glorious First of June
was cclebrated there, as well as thc celebration of an
inscribed plate being presented to Sgt Andrews DCM and
his anti-tank gun team of the battle of Medenine.

1953 The Qucen’s were in Malaya carrying out
anti-terrorist dutics, while the Surreys were in the Middle
East where they had been engaged on varying duties in
Libya and Egypt. For both Regiments the decade was to be
a momentous one.

R.F.

Museum open day 1993




1st Bn. The East Surrey Regiment in India 1926-32

The Ist Bn arrived at Karachi by troopship from Hong
Kong on the 11th November 1926.

It is no exaggeration to say that at that time everyone’s life
in the 1st Bn. was governed by that remarkable man,
Lt.Col. F. Montague-Batcs, the Commanding Officer.
Physically he was an enormous man, standing about 6’2"
and with a 50" chest, but he gave the impression of being
nine feet tall and three feet wide. He was reputed to have
been an Army heavy-weight champion but when and where
we could never discover, and one didn’t ask Monty-Bates
questions. His huge chest was an appropriate size to carry
his C.B., C.M.G., and D.S.0., both Boer War medals, all
the campaign of the 1914-18 War ahd a few foreign
decorations as well. He was not the type to let Armistice
Day pass unnoticed. Somewhere from the depths of the
troopship the Regimental Colour Party dug out their
review order and at 11 a.m, on the quay the Colours were
dipped and the appropriate bugle calls were blown. The
various officers and local officials greeting the arrival of
the battalion were not unimpressed.

Some time in the evening the troop-train departed for our
eventual destination, Rawalpindi. The journey was typical
of all troop-train journeys in India. This one took three
days with halts in sidings to allow for the cooking of
breakfasts, dinners and teas. The times of meals were
therefore somewhat uncertain being dependent on the
whereabouts of suitable sidings. All journeys in India were
uncomfortable and dirty, this one, across the Sind Desert,
more so than most. The unfortunate rank-and-file were
crammed into carriages, furnished with slatted wooden
seats and bunk-beds, oven-hot by day, and bitterly cold in
winter (as this was) by night.

Pindi was reached eventually without any notable mishaps
and we settled ourselves in West Ridge Barracks. The
barracks were, obviously, on the western side of Pindi
cantonment and consisted of single-storey brick huts with
corrugated-iron roofs. They could be very cold in winter
and were baking hot at the beginning of summer. Each hut
held about two platoons. On the western side of the
barracks were the parade grounds and playing fields, and
beyond them again was the battalion range. All very,
convenient.

The Pindi garrison was considerable, consisting of a Ficld
Regiment (then called a Brigade) R.A., three British
battalions, an Indian (horsed) Cavalry Recgiment, two
Indian Battalions, Royal and Indian Signals and various
other ancillary units. Though stationed in Pindi, only one
of the British battalions was brigaded with battalions in
the same station. The other two were brigaded with Indian
battalions in outlying stations, The other two British
battalions were King’s Own and Royal Sussex. We were
brigaded with battalions of the 5th Royal and 6th Gurkha
Rifles forming the Ist (Abbottabad) Brigade, though we
never saw them except on Brigade Training and annual
Manoeuvres.

Rawalpindi

The beginning of the cold weather, normally about
October, saw the commencement of Individual Training
when soldiers of anything up to seven years’ service werc
taught as if they were recently enlisted recruits. Training
continued throughout the cold weather with formations
growing bigger and bigger from sections to brigades and,
finally perhaps, divisions for the annual manoeuvres.
Except in the latcr stages, programmes werc hardly
exciting. Guard dutics always considerable, particularly
when the battalion had to find the Arsenal Guard. The
Arsenal was an old fort lying outside the castern edge of
the Cantonment and was about a couple of miles away
from West Ridge. It contained all the reserves of arms and
ammunition and the Ordnance workshops for the whole of
Northern Command and much of the rest of the Army in
India. Still working on the lessons of the Indian Mutiny,
the Arsenal Guard had to be found from British battalions
who took the duty in rotation. The guard, consisting of a
sergeant, two corporals and thirty privates, paraded with
the Quarter Guard for Guard Mounting and then, under the
command of the Orderly Officer, marched through the
middle of cantonments along the Mall to the Arsenal.
Somewhere along the route the guard was bound to come
face to face with the Colonel in his chauffeur-driven car
proceeding from the hotel on the Mall where he lived up
to West Ridge. The guard, which by then was marching
with their rifles at the trail, had to be brought up to the
slope arms and given “Eyes right”, all in the space of the
few seconds between the Colonel’s car being sighted and
his drawing level with the guard. Failure to achieve this
meant that the Orderly Officer, when he returned to
barracks with the old guard, was greeted by an orderly to
tell him he was wanted at the Orderly Room. It was hardly
surprising that a number of owners of the same make of
car as the Colonel’s were saluted in error before the
unfortunate Orderly Officer had had time to recognise who
they were. The Orderly Officer had not finished with the
Arsenal even after returning the old guard to barracks.
After turning out the Quarter Guard at night he had then
to get on his bicycle and go down to the Arsenal where he
turned out the guard and then walked all round the
ramparts visiting the ten sentries. If he was kind-hearted
he happened tc suffer from a bad fit of coughing as hc
approached each sentry-post or else he carried on a loud
conversation with his accompanying N.C.O. the pcnalty
for being asleep on one’s post when a sentry was
something just short of death.

Murree

A very serious offence in that part of the world was to lose
a rifle. This was not only a disgrace to the individual but
brought appalling shamc on the unit. “Have you heard?
The Blankshires lost a rifle last Monday!” A rifle to the
gentleman of the North-West Frontier was worth its
weight in gold, and rifle thieves abounded all along the
Frontier to a depth of two or more hundred miles into
India. As a result all rifles had to be chaincd in racks in a
barrack-room at night except for those of men on guards



































































































