


REGIMENTAL AND ASSOCIATION EVENTS
1993

20th December

BRITISH BATTALION DAY (1941)

1994

10th February
26th February
12th March
26th March
26th March
23 April

23 April

SOBRAON DAY (1846)
Museum Trustees meeting, Clandon

2/7th Queens Annual Reunion
YPRES DAY (1915)

Territorial Trustees meeting, Clandon
Association Trustees and Committee meeting, Clandon

Annual St. Georges Day lunch, 23rd London/42 RTR Assoc., St Johns Clapham, details

from Major D Conran TD, 5 Cherwell Lodge, Water Eaton Road, Oxford OX2 7QH (0865-53587)

5th May

14th May

16th May

25th May

27th May (TBC)
Ist June

3rd June

S5th June

Ist August

9th September
5th October
4th November
13th November

ALBUHERA DAY  (1811)

MINDEN DAY
SALERNO DAY

(1759)
(1943)

Remembrance Day

Golf Society, Spring Meeting - Sudbrooke Park
5 OMA Reunion Dinner, Sandfield Terrace, Guildford.

Golf Society, Royal Marines match, North Hants Golf Club

Presidents Reception for Freedom Town Mayors, Clandon

200th Anniversary of the BATTLE of the GLORIOUS FIRST of JUNE 1794
Officers’ Club, Ladies Luncheon, Clandon

Annual Church Service, Guildford Cathedral

Golf Society Autumn meeting. Woking Golf Club
Queen’s Surreys Annual Reunion, Union Jack Club

Editorial

The President has congratulated all those members who
work so hard in our regimental museum at Clandon in his
notes. In the last edition we paid tribute to Brigadier
Michael Clarke who stepped down as Chairman before the
new season opened. Readers will have seen that his place
has been taken by Colonel Peter Durrant, who had already
started preparatory work for the ‘new look’ in the museum.
Much of the do it yourself work was carried out by the new
Chairman, ably assisted in this area by Roy Harding, and
during the summer many tributes have justly been paid to
the museum staff by visitors to the museum. We wish
Colonel Peter and his staff continued success in their
dedicated work in displaying our Regiment in the County
of Surrey.

It was most gratifying to see so many of our Association
travel to Canterbury and take part in The Royal Review in
June. We were blessed with a lovely hot day, and a number
of our members and their wives, were presented to the
Princess of Wales.

Sadly, this edition records the passing of several
distinguished officers and soldiers of the Regiment, Bill
Griffiths and Guy Sandys both served with distinction in
the 1/7th Queen’s, Wilfred Luff DCM, a veteran of the
First World War, and Colonel Lance East. Many of our
members, regular and territorial will remember him as
Adjutant or Commanding Officer before, during and after
the Second World War. A fine officer, whose love of his
Regiment and the welfare of its officers and men never
deserted him, even in his last years when he was so
grievously crippled.

This year has seen several 50th anniversaries. Next year
will be no exception, many Surreys will recall the battles
in Italy in particular and finally 1994 see’s the 200th
Anniversary of the Battle of the Glorious First of June. We
all hope for a splendid turnout at the Cathedral on June 5th
1994 to mark this occasion. Best wishes to you all.

Les Wilson.

An appreciation and thank you.

The President presenting a coffee table drum to Major and Mrs
John Fowler on behalf of The Association. We are most grateful
for their continued support.

Frontispiece. Drummer The 2nd (Queen’s Royal) Regiment of Foot ¢ 1825.
From an original water colour by Charles C. Stadden and printed with his permission.
Depot companies of the Regiment, after being statloned in the Isle of Wight removed to Canterbury in the Autumn of 1825. The Service

Companies of the Regiment were
In 1823 the drummers
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at this time in India.

and fifers of the Regiment were ordered to change the jacket colour from red to blue (W03/242 PRO)







5th Bn. The Queen’s Royal Regiment Old Members
Association

The Association held their Annual Reunion Dinner at
Sandfield Terrace Drill Hall on the 8th May, when 150
members attended, many of them travelling long
distances, even from as far afield as Wales.

After a silence in memory of “absent friends” the
Chairman, Lt. Colonel Foster Herd, welcomed members
and expressed the hope that they would have a happy
evening. He spoke of his pleasure at seeing so many
members of today’s Territorial Army present and taking
an interest in the Association. Tributes were paid to
Colonel Toby Sewell, who was deputising for thc
President of the Association, to Lt. Colonel Les Wilson
Secretary of the Association, to Captain Brian Scripps,
PSAO Sandfield Terrace, and to other helpers and
organisers who contributed to the success of the evening.
Richard Ford, Curator of the Regimental Museum at
Clandon was welcomed and mention made of thc present
attractions of the Museum.

Major R Saunders, Lt Cols [ Wilson, D Patterson, Col J W
Sewell, Lt Col G C H Harris, R Ford, Lt Col F B Herd, Capt B
Scripps, Capt J Patterson, Lt Col D Wilson, R May and D Mitchell

At the end of the proccedings all members felt that they
had had a most cnjoyable evening and went home with
happy memories of past Regimental expericnces and
renewed associations and friendships.

Tommy Atkins, Jack and Edna Homersham, Syd Barker,
Tom Best and Les Wilson.

On Wednesday, 9th June forty members went to
Canterbury to sce The Review of The Princess of Wales’s
Royal Regiment by Her Royal Highness The Princess of
Wales, Colonel in Chief, this being the first time that the
new Regiment had been on full parade since its formation.
In perfect weather the Princess took the salute as the
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Regiment marched past, followed by a paradc of
Association members from the past Regimcnts. After
lunch the Princess walked round, chatting to members who
were presented to her, among them being our member Jack
Homersham and his wife Edna. Beating of Retrcat by the
Kohima Band and Corps of Drums completed a very fine
Regimental day and our thanks must go to Lt. Coloncl Les
Wilson for all the arrangements madc on behalf of the Old
Comrades Associations.

Sunday, 25th July was a sad day for the Woking Branch qf
the Dunkirk Veterans Association who finally closed their
doors due to lack of support through age, illncss and lack
of persons to take over official positions.

It was decided to lay up the Branch Banner in St Peter’s
Church, Old Woking where, at the final ceremony several
other Branch and Association standards werc on display
before a congregation which included many former
Queen’s members.

It was with great sadness that we heard in June of the decath
of Coloncl Lancc East at the grand old age of 93 years. As
a regular soldier he had a distinguished career, both
militarily and in the field of athletics. The Old members
Association was well represented at his funcral.

RM

Salerno Dinner

The 5th Bn. The Qucen’s Royal Regiment Old Members
Association hcld a dinner at The Sandfield Drill Hall,
Guildford on 18th September to commemoratc the Salerno
landing of 1943. The Association Chairman, Lt. Colonlel
Foster Herd, welcomed everybody, including Mr J. White
and Mr L. Bazern, Chairman and Secretary/Treasurer of
the Aldershot Branch of The Royal Hampshires
Regimental Association. Mcmories of the landing werc
stirred when Colonel Harry Bott gave an account of the
battle as he remembered it. At the end of the cvening the
Chairman thanked all the organisers and their wives for
their efforts which had made the event such a success.

RAM
50th Anniversary Salerno Church Service and Parade

On Thursday, 9th September 30 members and wives of The
5th Bn. Queen’s Royal Regiment Old Members
Association were invited to join The Hampshire Old
Comrades Association in a 50th Anniversary Church
Service at The Royal Garrison Church, Aldershot. The
lesson was read by The Venerable Peter Mallet, Chaplain
to The Princess of Wales's Royal Regiment (Queen’s an

Royal Hampshires) before a congregation of about 400
people. Two hundred members took part in a march past
afterwards, headed by the Kohima Band of The Princess
of Wales’s Royal Regiment. A buffct luncheon was
provided later at the Civil Service Club. The chance to
foster close rclationships between both Regimental
Associations was greatly appreciated.

RAM

Short Measure

Copy of a Surrey resident’s letter found in a scrap book at
Clandon Museum.
Dear Lord Kitchener Jan 1916
I am writing to tell you that I think it is a great shame
that our gardener, Mr Morton, who is willing to fight
for his country, cannot because he is a quarter of an
inch too short. He would make a very good soldier and
he wants so much to go and we have no other man to
go so we should like to send him.
We have got a photo of you in uniform. You look very
nice.

Yours affectionately




Muscum Notes

We have recently closed for the “winter” period following
a seven months open scason in our rcorganiscd statc,
cnhanced by the ncw lighting which thc Association
generously provided. Judging from comments overheard
and received the Muscum has been appreciated and 1 am
grateful for all those who help in so many diffcrent ways
to cnablc it to function.

We need volunteers to write muscum companion booklcts
in the series to cover The Queen’s in North Africa and The
Qucen’s in Malaysia 1954-57. Arc there any willing
voluntcers? The Muscum would cover any cxpenses
involved and help in collating material.

The following artcfacts have recently been gencrously
presented to the Museum:-

A pair of miniaturc Colours madc by the Royal School of

Ncedlework in 1938 for 6 East Surrcys. Presented by
Colonel Thompson as Chairman of the Territorial Army
Trustees.

A sword ¢.1870 that belonged to the 19th Rifle Voluntcers
and found in an antique shop in New York. Presented by
Captain Greico (US Army (retd)).

A 1959 photograph album/scrap book providing a unique
reccord of 1 Qucen’s final cclebration of “The Glorious
First of Junc”, prior to amalgamation. Compiled and
presented by Major General David Lloyd-Owen.

Entrance to thec Muscum is now by way of the bascment
(ground level) as for the Restaurant and National Trust
shop. Entrance is frece.

PAWG

These lovely miniature colours of 6th Surrevs have now been
handed over to the museum by The Territorial Trustees. They are
now on display in the museum. 4
Seen here is Colonel Peter Thompson, Chairman, The Territorial
Trustees and Colonel Peter Durrant now Museum Chairman.

Presentations and Thanks

Lt‘ Col Robert Lyle with the President, having just been presented
with a print of The East Surrey Regiment. L7 Col Lyle has now
resigned as a Trustee, having been involved on committees and
as a trustee for the past twenty nine years.

Drum Majors’ Sashes

At the President’s reception for Freedom Town Mayors of
Surrcy, the President presented an cmbroidercd sash, on
behalf of The Association to cach of the drum majors of
The Princess of Wales’s Royal Regiment. Members who
travelled to Canterbury to watch The Royal Review in
June will have scen the drum majors on parade with the
new sashes.

The Drum Majors of The Princess of Wales's Royal Regiment.

Reproduced below is a lctter from The Colonel of the
Regiment, Major General A A Denison Smith MBE to the
President.

Dear Mike

[ am writing to thank you and the Trustees of your
Regimental Association for your most generous gift to
The Regiment of the three Drum Major sashes for our
three Corps of ‘Drums.
Your Association, I know, was always closely
identified with the serving element of The Queen’s
Regiment and your commitment now to our new
Regiment is so helpful to us all. The inclusion of our
title in that of your Association is further evidence of
this support and we are most grateful for this decision.
Not only does it show that we are the proud inheritors
of your regimental traditions and history, it also
promulgates our name in the County of Surrey.
I would be grateful if you could pass on to your
Trustees my deep appreciation and sincere thanks for
their support and generosity.

Yours ever

Anthony

H.M.S. Howe

Admiral Earl Howe, the victor of the Battic of the Glorious
First of Junc, has certainly, and properly, been well
remembered by the Royal Navy over the ycars.

On April 9th, 1940 a battleship, built by Fairfield
shipyards, was launched and named after him. The very
latest of her class, she saw service with the Home Flect
1942-44 (with a spell in Force “H” in 1943) and was in the
Eastern Flect 1944-45. In my own Naval days [ saw her at
Rosyth in 1944, a powerful and menacing figure, with
other ships of the Battle Fleet.

She was finally scrapped at Inverkeithing in 1958.

R.F.




Congratulations:-

To Gceorge and Ellen Collins on their Platinum Wedding
Anniversary

George and Ellen holding their congratulatory Platinum
Wedding Anniversary greetings from HM The Queen.

Congratulations are certainly due to George and Ellen
Collins of Guildford who recently celebrated their
platinum (70th) Wedding Anniversary and received a
telegram from the Queen. A veteran of The Middlesex
Regiment in the First World War, George was working
with Post Office telephones in Guildford when he married
Ellen in September, 1923. Joining the local Territorial
Army, the 5th Queen’s in 1932, he was called up for active
service in 1939 and in the following year he was taken
prisoner and wounded at Dunkirk wherec he won the
Military Medal. After the war he re-joined the Post Office
from which he retirecd in 1965. Both George and his wife
have been active members of the Royal British Legion for
many years and George is an enthusiastic student of
military history. At their celebratory party they were
Jjoined by their seven children, six grandchildren and nine
great grandchildren.

RF

Golden Wedding Congratulations to:-

Mr. and Mrs. W J Walker on thecir Golden Wedding
Anniversary July 31st 1993,

Harry and Jessie Skilton who celebrated their Golden
Wedding on June 29th 1993. Harry will be remembered by
many Surreys and Queens Surreys. He ran the Surreys
boxing team for many years.

Birthday Greetings to:-

Colonel Geoffrey Bevington who celebrated his 90th
birthday on 31st October.

Arthur Scriven who cclebrated his 90th birthday on 6th
November.

Best Wishes to:-

Major General Francis Piggott, Colonel ‘Buck’ Buchanan,
Lt Cols Bill Peet and Tony Hannaford. Doug Mitchell,
Jack Homersham, Davc Boorer, A Sanger and G Dcacon.

All have been unwell recently and have been to hospital or
have been treated at home. There are many more of our
mcmbers who have undergone surgery or hospital
treatment. Not all notify the Secretary, they or their friends
sometimes forgct to let us know. Readers should please
remember that bencvolence funds are available, subject to
certain rules, for such necessities as after care holidays,
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travel to visit members (or their dependents) in hospital,
plus of course the usual requirements of heating or warm
clothing. Do let the Secretary or your nearest branch
Sccretary know, if you hear of a comrade or dependent
needing assistance and we will see how best we can assist.

Congratulations to:- Lt Col Jonathan Riley on three
counts, promotion to Lieutenant Colonel, he is to
command 1st Bn Royal Welch Fusiliers, and on the
publication of The History of The Queen’s Regiment of
which he is the author. A massive undertaking which has
taken some six years of his spare time. The Queen’s
Regiment is indeed most grateful to him.

Congratulations to:- Surrcy Army Cadet Force on thc
first class rebadging parade they held on Sunday Sth
September in the presence of Richard Thornton Esq OBE
JP. Her Majesty’s Lord Lieutenant for the County of
Surrey. During the parade The Colonel of The Princess of
Wales’s Royal Regiment, Major General A A Denison-
Smith MBE presented a new County Banner to The Surrey
Army Cadet Force. The Banner is equivalent in The Army
Cadet Force of Colours in the Regular Army.

All who attended werc very much impressed with the
standard of drill and turnout of these young men and

Surrey Cadet Force New Banner is dedicated
at the Drumhead Service

A Real OId Soldier

A book entitled “Tales of Old Soldiers” by Tom Quinn,
and recently published by Alan Sutton Publishing,
contains accounts of Army life in the First World War.
Experiences in that conflict have been recounted by ten
veterans, among them being well known Woking resident
Clarrie Jarman, a former Queen’s man.

In 1914, like many other enthusiastic youngsters, he put
his age on by twelve months and enlisted in the 7th Bn.
The Queen’s Royal West Surrey Regiment. After training
at Stoughton Barracks, Guildford, he went to France where
he endured all the horrors and privations of trench warfare
on thc Western Front.

His military career was brought to an abrupt end on the
first day of the Somme in July 1916 when machine gun
bullets shattered his right leg which later had to be
amputated below the knee.

Discharged to civilian life, he resumed his former career
in engineering but later became a schools inspector - a job
he did for thirty-six years before retiring at the age of
sixty-five. Of indomitablec spirit, he never let his war
wound and experiences defeat him but maintained an
active life style which, among other things, included the
sport of cricket. He comments, “I was always reckoned to
be the best one legged wicket keeper in Woking”.

Still with us at the sprightly age of ninety-seven, we wish
Clarrie well and hope he will notch up a century.













through our building
without hindrance.
This was the hot air
experienced around
our legs.

Other bombs had
dropped just behind us
and here there wecre
more casualties, killed
and wounded, to be
attended to. Two of
them were Indian
cooks from the
Sergeants Mess and as
they were stretchered
away one, badly
injured in the chest and
bleeding profusely,
apologised for not
being able to complete
‘Sahibs supper’, a

valiant man. In the
Mounting Guard at Sharnall Street,

October 1939. J Shuttle on the right Stamfprd Roa(.j g .the
and next to me is Dick Coventry who, busx Ll ST
together with Charlie Ellis on far outside the entrance_ to
right joined the 1/6th. The other two ~ the beleaguered Indian
men joined 2/6th Surreys and Quarters, a passing
remained with them. despatch rider had

received the full
impact of the explosion and all that remained were his
burnt out motor-cycle with his charred fingers still
gripping the handlebars. The road, as had now become
commonplace throughout the city, was strewn ankle decp
with rubble.

It was later discovered that we were even luckier than had
been thought. Closer examination revealed that an
unexploded bomb had in fact penetrated the building.

No more cables were despatched whilst we quietly waited.
It seemed that the air raid was the final fling by the enemy
and at 8.30 pm the all clear sounded for the first time since
that fateful alert in the early hours of Friday. It was now
the 15th February 1942 and we had capitulated.

The quietude was deafening.

J.F. Shuttle at Shanghai in 1940.
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Reunion

Gerald Duffy MM, ‘Ginger’ Murray and ‘Jumbo’ Powell.

Quetta

The recent catastrophic earthquake in India recalls a
tragically similar incident (commemorated here in verse) at
Quetta in 1935 when Ist Bn The Queen’s Royal Regiment
were actively involved and two of their members, Lance
Corporal G. Henshaw and Private A. Brook were awarded
gallantry medals of the Order of the British Empire (later
converted to George Crosses).

The trembling earth, the sudden quake,
The rumbling sounds as buildings shake,
The crashing ruins tumbling down,
The mortai blows to stricken town.
The wrecKage strewn with dead and dying,
T ﬁ;'piercing screams and anguished crying,

he faltering steps of those surviving,

The welcome sight of troops arriving.

The Queen’s march in with measured tread,
The air of brave men, finely led,
To aid and succour is their task,
They’ll do it well. No need to ask,,

They work as heroes day and night,
Midst horror, blood and ghastly sight,
They bear the stretchers’ grisly ézds
O’er rough hewn tracks that once were roads,
They dig for trapped, and bury dead,
‘Emotion .Stif{;l{- little said.

Then when at last their tasK is done,
They march away ‘neath Indian sun,
And leave behind the scene of pain
Where Quetta’s town will rise again.

Poem written and composed by Richard Ford




So There We Were

1663 The Tangiers Regiment (later the Quecn’s), serving
in Tangiers, were perpetually getting involved in clashes
with the Moors, and sometimes being caught unawares. On
one occasion it was reported that, “the officers, horsc,
workmen and reserves being within to refresh themselves,
the Moors suddenly appearcd in threc bodics, cach
consisting of 500 and half that number as resecrves,
assaulted us with great celerity”.

1713 Not for the last time in history a reduction in the
regiments of the Army was ordered following complaints
from the Trcasury over the cost of maintaining overscas
garrisons. Following the signing of the Treaty of Utrecht,
the employment afloat of Goring’s Marine Regiment (a
predccessor of The East Surrey Regiment), which had
lasted eleven ycars came to an end. The Queen’s in
England were garrisoned at Hull and Carlisle but their
overscas dctachment at Annapolis Royal were having an
unhappy time, suffering from a shortage of pay and a
surfeit of attacks by Indians.

1763 Following the signing of a peacc trcaty at
Fontainbleau, the British pcople rcjoiced at the end of war
but the usual moves to reduce the Army followed and an
order of 20 April to thec Qucen’s stated that, “the
non-effective men that had hitherto been borne on the
cstablishment in Ireland were to be discontinued The 3 st
Regiment were in England for two ycars before procecding
again to foreign service.

1783 The 70th formed an additional company at
Kingston-upon-Thames for recruiting purposcs, cnlisting
men from all parts of the County of Surrey. Surrey recruits
of the 70th, drafted for overseas scrvice in America, were
reported by a board of officers to be of good quality. A
detachment of thc Qucen’s, serving aboard the frigate
Aurorz} in lieu of Marines, were styled as soldicrs
belonging to The Queen’s Royal Regiment of Foot doing
duty as Marines and borne as part of the complement”.

1803 The Qucen’s, at Gibraltar, were inspected by HRH
the Duke of Kent who found them to be generally in good
Or_de{. There were, however, serious drinking problcms
xvnhm the Regiment, so much so that it was reported that

other corps refused to dinc with them”. Strict mcasures
were talgcn to suppress these malpractices. The 70th, after
Precautionary anti-invasion duties in England, marched to
Portsmouth to embark for service in the West Indies. En
route some members were involved in an unfortunate
affray with a party of artillerymen, rcsulting in arrests and
trials by the civil powers of Surrey men on serious charges
of which they were acquitted.

1833 The 31st were in India where they secm to have made
a most favourablc impression on Maharaja Ranjit Singh,
the celebrated ruler of the Punjab, who visited the
Reglment twice and drew the attention of his attendant
officers to the details and evolutions of the Governor
General’s cscort, of which the 31st were a part, when they
went through a field day. The Qucen’s, also in India, were
suffqrmg from the effects of heat which, in Bombay, was
causing them to lose two to five men daily.

E853 The Quecn’s were in Africa where the campaign in
Tlrl‘tlsh Kaffaria had recently bcen brought to an end.

urty-two members of the Regiment were about to be
transferred as Volunteers to the Cape Mounted Rifles. The
70th, in India, lost 104 dead in a cholera epidemic while
stationcd at Cawnpore.

(1:883 The East Surrey Regiment (as it was now styled)

AalI:jm home to England from Gibraltar to bc stationed at

i'Orﬁrsh‘o; for ninc months. The Queen’s embarked at

and for service in Irel: 1

$th Geropor cland, landing at Queenstown on

1923 y

. (1);(; I/{\ special guard of The Queen’s was mounted when

tile eading visited Government House at Lucknow. At
end of the year the Regiment moved to Allahabad. The

Surrcys arrived in Khartoum from Egypt, and
distinguished themsclves in various sporting activities
before moving on to Hong Kong at the end of the year.

e i

Surreys entering Centuripe 1943

1943 In Sicily the Surreys werc cngaged in a grim battle
for (of all places) a cemetery at Centuripe. Centuripe was
eventually taken by the British Forccs in what
Montgomery described as “a wonderful feat of arms”. The
Qucen’s were at Homs near Tripoli where they enjoyed
plcasant camping conditions. The Glorious First of June
was cclebrated there, as well as thc celebration of an
inscribed plate being presented to Sgt Andrews DCM and
his anti-tank gun team of the battle of Medenine.

1953 The Qucen’s were in Malaya carrying out
anti-terrorist dutics, while the Surreys were in the Middle
East where they had been engaged on varying duties in
Libya and Egypt. For both Regiments the decade was to be
a momentous one.

R.F.

Museum open day 1993




1st Bn. The East Surrey Regiment in India 1926-32

The Ist Bn arrived at Karachi by troopship from Hong
Kong on the 11th November 1926.

It is no exaggeration to say that at that time everyone’s life
in the 1st Bn. was governed by that remarkable man,
Lt.Col. F. Montague-Batcs, the Commanding Officer.
Physically he was an enormous man, standing about 6’2"
and with a 50" chest, but he gave the impression of being
nine feet tall and three feet wide. He was reputed to have
been an Army heavy-weight champion but when and where
we could never discover, and one didn’t ask Monty-Bates
questions. His huge chest was an appropriate size to carry
his C.B., C.M.G., and D.S.0., both Boer War medals, all
the campaign of the 1914-18 War ahd a few foreign
decorations as well. He was not the type to let Armistice
Day pass unnoticed. Somewhere from the depths of the
troopship the Regimental Colour Party dug out their
review order and at 11 a.m, on the quay the Colours were
dipped and the appropriate bugle calls were blown. The
various officers and local officials greeting the arrival of
the battalion were not unimpressed.

Some time in the evening the troop-train departed for our
eventual destination, Rawalpindi. The journey was typical
of all troop-train journeys in India. This one took three
days with halts in sidings to allow for thc cooking of
breakfasts, dinners and teas. The times of meals were
therefore somewhat uncertain being dependent on the
whereabouts of suitable sidings. All journeys in India were
uncomfortable and dirty, this one, across the Sind Desert,
more so than most. The unfortunate rank-and-file were
crammed into carriages, furnished with slatted wooden
seats and bunk-beds, oven-hot by day, and bitterly cold in
winter (as this was) by night.

Pindi was reached eventually without any notable mishaps
and we settled ourselves in West Ridge Barracks. The
barracks were, obviously, on the western side of Pindi
cantonment and consisted of single-storey brick huts with
corrugated-iron roofs. They could be very cold in winter
and were baking hot at the beginning of summer. Each hut
held about two platoons. On the western side of the
barracks were the parade grounds and playing fields, and
beyond them again was the battalion range. All very,
convenient.

The Pindi garrison was considerable, consisting of a Ficld
Regiment (then called a Brigade) R.A., three British
battalions, an Indian (horsed) Cavalry Rcgiment, two
Indian Battalions, Royal and Indian Signals and various
other ancillary units. Though stationed in Pindi, only one
of the British battalions was brigaded with battalions in
the same station. The other two were brigaded with Indian
battalions in outlying stations, The other two British
battalions were King’s Own and Royal Sussex. We were
brigaded with battalions of the 5th Royal and 6th Gurkha
Rifles forming the Ist (Abbottabad) Brigade, though we
never saw them except on Brigade Training and annual
Manoeuvres.

Rawalpindi

The beginning of the cold weather, normally about
October, saw the commencement of Individual Training
when soldiers of anything up to seven years’ service werc
taught as if they were recently enlisted recruits. Training
continued throughout the cold weather with formations
growing bigger and bigger from sections to brigades and,
finally perhaps, divisions for the annual manoeuvres.
Except in the latcr stages, programmes werc hardly
exciting. Guard dutics always considerable, particularly
when the battalion had to find the Arsenal Guard. The
Arsenal was an old fort lying outside the castern edge of
the Cantonment and was about a couple of miles away
from West Ridge. It contained all the reserves of arms and
ammunition and the Ordnance workshops for the whole of
Northern Command and much of the rest of the Army in
India. Still working on the lessons of the Indian Mutiny,
the Arsenal Guard had to be found from British battalions
who took the duty in rotation. The guard, consisting of a
sergeant, two corporals and thirty privates, paraded with
the Quarter Guard for Guard Mounting and then, under the
command of the Orderly Officer, marched through the
middle of cantonments along the Mall to the Arsenal.
Somewhere along the route the guard was bound to come
face to face with the Colonel in his chauffeur-driven car
proceeding from the hotel on the Mall where he lived up
to West Ridge. The guard, which by then was marching
with their rifles at the trail, had to be brought up to the
slope arms and given “Eyes right”, all in the space of the
few seconds between the Colonel’s car being sighted and
his drawing level with the guard. Failure to achieve this
meant that the Orderly Officer, when he returned to
barracks with the old guard, was greeted by an orderly to
tell him he was wanted at the Orderly Room. It was hardly
surprising that a number of owners of the same make of
car as the Colonel’s were saluted in error before the
unfortunate Orderly Officer had had time to recognise who
they were. The Orderly Officer had not finished with the
Arsenal even after returning the old guard to barracks.
After turning out the Quarter Guard at night he had then
to get on his bicycle and go down to the Arsenal where he
turned out the guard and then walked all round the
ramparts visiting the ten sentries. If he was kind-hearted
he happened tc suffer from a bad fit of coughing as hc
approached each sentry-post or else he carried on a loud
conversation with his accompanying N.C.O. the pcnalty
for being asleep on one’s post when a sentry was
something just short of death.

Murree

A very serious offence in that part of the world was to lose
a rifle. This was not only a disgrace to the individual but
brought appalling shamc on the unit. “Have you heard?
The Blankshires lost a rifle last Monday!” A rifle to the
gentleman of the North-West Frontier was worth its
weight in gold, and rifle thieves abounded all along the
Frontier to a depth of two or more hundred miles into
India. As a result all rifles had to be chaincd in racks in a
barrack-room at night except for those of men on guards













The Colours, Silver Drums and Bugles.

Once or twice whilst we were in Birdwood Barracks we
were called upon to send a couple of platoons to patrol the
city in 15-cwt trucks. This, at some threat of trouble, was
merely to show the flag by driving slowly along the streets
and looking fierce. What usually put an end to any idea of
civil disturbance were the 15-cwt sweeping away the shop
awnings in the narrower strcets. The local inhabitants soon
got tired of collecting and re-erecting their primitive
awnings.

A further duty of the company in Birdwood Barracks to
fire salutes whenever the Governor of the Punjab arrived
in or left Lahore or if anyone even more senior or one of
the Maharajas arrived on a visit. The salute was fired in
these barracks by four guns which must have been the first
brecch-loaders ever invented. The blank cartridges,
judging by their performance, must have been almost as
ancient as the guns. Our gun-teams were duly trained but
without, of course, actually firing the guns. When it came
to firing a salute the officer responsible, with a stop-watch
in his hand, got a signal by telephone when to start firing-.
It all seemed perfectly simple to shout “Fire One” - “Fire
Two” and so on every fifteen or whatever, it was seconds.
The snag came when any gun at any moment misfired. The
officer then had to order the next gun to fire immediately,
and that too might misfire. At this point the officer usually
lost his head completely. He forgot how many rounds he
had fired and the misfiring so complicated the timing that
the stop-watch was useless. Somehow or other the salute
was eventually completed whereupon telephone would
ring and an infuriated Governor would want to know why
we hadn’t fired the correct number of rounds.
Commanding the gun-teams was not a duty for which an
officer volunteered.

One other memory of Lahore stays in the memory and that
was that the battalion produced a polo-team. There were,
I believe, polo-tcams in the battalion in Victorian days, but
this was the only onc in my experience and was probably
the last. Not very optimistically, the team was cntcred in
the annual polo tournament in Lahore. The four members
of it werec Montanaro, Keane (NB. brother of Mrs Himely
author of the article), Poole and Jackson-Stewart have all
gone to fields beyond a polo-ground and so they will not
mind it being said that it was not a very good team.
Moreover they were mounted, not on polo ponies, but on
hacks and Officers’ chargers. They were beaten in the first
round by a civilian team. It was, however, a gallant effort.

It was now well over seven years since I had last seen
England. Early in the New Year I departed on long leave
after which I was to join the 2nd Battalion. To my eternal
regret | was never to see the 1st Battalion again. Nor was
I ever to have the privilege of serving with such men again,

D.Jff.C
16

From The Past

¥

A Coy. Ist Bn The Queen’s. Review by the Shah of Persia,
Aldershot 1919.

‘Hairy Mary' an armoured train crewed by the Volunteer Coy
The East Surrey Regiment.

3rd Volunteer Battalion The East Surrey Regiment
Winchester 1899
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Colonel John Davidson writes:-

Thanks for sending the Newsletter - an excellent
Production as usual. No doubt the original will turn up
when the Post Office finds it.

I enjoyed Tony Ward’s article on Hamala revisited. He

failed however to refer to the famous donkey polo match-

against the Royal Navy. Perhaps because of his loss of
dignity as Adjutant when his mount - an, obviously very
sexy, lady donkey - proved to be much more exciting than
the game of polo to the randy male mount of a junior
subaltern. The sight of the latter on top of the former with
an embarrassed Adjutant squashed in between was, to say
the least, hilarious. Regrettably I did not have my camera
at the ready.

I was so sorry to hear of my first CSM, Frank Bohm’s, bad
news. I'm glad he is mobile again. I was hoping to get in
touch with old Malayan 10 Platoon and MMG members
now that I am a gentleman of leisure. I’ve supped a few
€njoyable ales with ex L/Cpl Lefevre, who has some
wonderful old photos of those days, as well, of course,
With Sid Lea. Did 1 hear that Sgt John Fertig is no longer
With us. He used to live in Knaphill, I recall. Any news of
X 10 Pl members: Battrick, Mann, Chinn, Bacon,
VOWl'es, Pitchers, Garlick, McGinty, Pettifer, Mount,
Morrison, Bignell, Hanney, Pembroke, and many others.
From MMG: Reynolds, Walker, Rourke, Dayman (no
longer with us?), Anderson, Goodbody, Peters, the Wyatt
brothers, Woodman, Herbert and many more.

M.E. Legros writes from Mouscron, Belgium

I write to thank you very much, indeed, for mentioning the
'mportant part played by the late Denis Goodman in the
coming true of our East Surrey Memorial project, in the
May 1993 issuc of your Newsletter.

Denis_ had become a personal friend of mine and I made a
Special point to honouring his memory at the
Risquons-Tout Parade of 23rd May.

“ might be of some interest for you to know that our
"1squons-Tout Day is getting more and more popular
amongst British veterans who come in larger numbers
¢very year. It seems that they appreciate the particular
Sincerity of the welcome.

I take advantage of this letter to remind you that you and
any person connected with the Regiment are welcome to
Mouscron at your best convenience. It will be an honour
for us to show you round the “battlefietld”, the cemeteries
or any other place you might wish to visit.

Dan James writes:-

I have just returned
from a tour of The
Somme Battlefields
and took this snap of
Captain Nevill’s grave
in Carnoy Cemetery.
The other photos are of
East Surreys but I'm
sorry that the names
have not come out
clearly,

It is sad that Nevill is
shown as East Yorks
when he never served
with that Regiment and
anyway his heart was
always with The
Surreys. I wonder if
The CWGC would
consider changing the
stone?

The grave of Captain W P Nevill, East Yorkshire Regiment, Killed
on the Ist July 1916 leading B Company of 8 Surreys. Captain
Nevill led the atrack by kicking off one of four footballs he had
purchased. One football is at Clandon the other at Dover Castle.

Neville Jackson writes:-

My wife Eileen and I decided we would celebrate the
Glorious First of June this year in a special manner. We
invited Tony Hewitt and his wife Liz to spend the night at
our farm. Tony commanded C Company in Iserlohn way
back in 1951/52. From Iserlohn he returned to the
Middlesex which is his own regiment. Anyway we decided
to make it a formal dinner and wear our Mess Dress and
we had the table set out on the veranda. Unfortunately on
the day Tony and Liz found they couldn’t come but another
friend of ours who was a Lt.-Col in the Australian Army
came instead. The First of June was also his CORPS DAY
so it was also relevant to him and his wife. Anyway it all
went off well and we enjoyed it immensely. | daresay we
will celebrate Salerno Day in a similar manner.

I am taking my Long Service Leave at the end of this year
after which I intend to retire and move completely to our
farm. We are both looking forward to this. We¢ have 80
acres so our time will be fully used up keeping the place
in order.

A. F. Chambers writes:-

Since I last wrote to you I have had my second cataract
removed, this time from my left eye. The first was in
February 1992, and this last one in March of this year.

We read and hear of miracles in the Bible and I think that
this is a miracle to get one’s sight back. I am still getting
about with my Polymyangea Rheumatica although I can’t
walk too far, and as for having the eye troubles I havn’t
driven a car for three years, but | have been told now that
I may drive again, so I shall have to revise the old Highway
code again, or get my wife to walk in front with a red flag!

I will close now and once again thank you Sir.




Fred Josling writes from Australia:-

[ am at present recuperating at home after being in hospital
for a complete knee replacement, this is the third operation
on my knee. It seems as if all my Doctor’s visits have come
in the last ten years since I retired, but am fceling real good
at present.

I would like to say this Sir, thank you for making the
Newsletter so interesting to read, I rcally cnjoy it, thank
you. Trusting all at home arc well.

H Bowbrick writes:-

I thought membecrs might be interested in my finding my
Coy. Commander with whom I went into thc Normandy
landings.

Last year somce Canadian friends werc visiting my wife and
I, we were talking about reunions and I wondered what
happened to Capt Ron McLcan of the Canadian Army who
joined us with other officers at Hunstanton and
commanded HQ Coy 1/5th Qucens. My friend said 1
belong to the Canadian Legion and if you give me all the
particulars [ will put a notice in our Lost Trails scction and
hope we will be lucky with a response. It wasn’t long
before I received a phone call from an officer who knew
Capt McLean and left his address.

[ wrote to him before Christmas. I reccived a letter back
carly this year inviting us to visit him and his wife
Marguerite when we were visiting in Canada. My wife
Margaret and I visited my sisters in Canada this year, and
wc went on to visit Ron and Margucrite in July and spent
a very pleasant threc days with them and some of their
family. They live on Howe Islands not far from Kingston
Ontario. Ron is well and is still attending their reunions,
when we left he said to say hello to all the folks that knew
him. His address is Howe Island, RR# Gananoguec,
Ontario. K7G2V6

I do hope this will bc of some intcrest to you.
R Chitty writes:-

Some 18 months ago you were kind cnough to give me the
address of one, Jock Rutherford, of Manchester who [ felt
I must know as we were both called up in January 1940,
reporting to Horsham drill hall of all places.

In his reply to me in which he expressed great pleasurc at
receiving my lctter, he said hc had come to Haslemerc in
the summer of 1940 with a friend of his in the Signal

platoon, Wilf Lisp, during a short week-end leave. As Wilf

had lcft the 2/7th soon after, Jock wondered in his letter
as to what had happencd to Wilf, and others. I was ablc to
tell him that Wilf still lived in thc same house, having
inherited it from his parents and that Wilf’s son lived in
my road here!.

Jock could not come to the 1992 reunion, but came this
year, having of course, becn in touch with Wilf,
meanwhilc I brought him to Haslemere and he stayed with
Wilf for over a weck, Wilf having been recently widowed.
Another old 2/7th stalwart, known to many, Reg Tarrant,
joined with us one day and we had a “right good natter”,
as you can imagine.

S Gray writes:-

I look forward to the Newslctter as it keeps us all in touch,
I keep hoping that one day someonc will remember me and
the good times we had in Broadstairs and Dover. | was in
C Company 1/6th Quecens and | was marricd whilst at
Broadstairs. I could write a book on Kent in the early 40s,
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the Grand Hotel and our positions along the front, I can
see it as [ write even now. The officers mess was in the
Grand Hotel and [ was a mess waiter. Onc day when my
ship comes in I will visit Broadstairs again, it cant have
changed very much.

Mrs Pat Gardner writes:-

I write to tcll you of my feelings having bcen fortunate
enough to attend the Regimental Review held on the 9th
June 1993. My pride in the Regiment knows no bounds.
My late husband C/Sgt Ray Gardner was an East Surrey
and then a Queensman. When those colours were paraded
on the 9th June | was so proud to have bcen part of their
history. As much as [ tried to compose myself I found it
extremcly emotive. The pleasures did not end there, | went
on to mcet people | had not seen for over twenty-five
years. | was particularly pleased to see Maureen Morris,
in fact it all became a guessing game do [ know him/her?
I was made very welcome as always in the company of Bill
Warren, Jack Chaffer, John Ellcombe, Ron Proud, Alcc
Bromidge and their respective wives. Those of whom I
thought I knew were introduced to mc by my
brother-in-law Derck Gardner who with his wife Kay saw
that I was transported to Canterbury. Lieutenant Colonel
Wilson although very busy on thc day found time to
welcome us all and chat.

Yes all in all, it was one of the best days of my life.

Del Gardner, wife and Mrs Pat Gardner
J. Dally writes:-

Might it be possible to get a message in the Newsictter as
I have been out of touch for fifty years. | joined the 2/5th
Quecens after training in the Dorsets. We sailed on a Dutch
ship. Wc¢ arrived at Cape Town via Frectown. Wc then
sailed to India (Bombay and Deolali), from therc we went
to the then Persian Gulf, then to Iraq (Kirkuk), then went
up to the Western Desert by truck.

After the end of the desert campaign [ developed a quinsy
and was taken to a hospital near Cairo. Whilst in hospital
I contracted malaria and then rhcumatic fever. In the
mcantime the battalion went to Italy. When 1 recovered |
joined the 71st Beach Group and had training for
Normandy. We landcd on Val Ser Mer on “D” plus 1, then
when it was all over we finally left from Lubeck, Germany.
If anybody remembers J Dally, pleasc write to him at 25
Old Church Road, Axbridgec, Somerset BS26 2BE
(0934-733120).

Brigadier Geoffrey Curtis writes:-

I thought that readcrs might be interested to know that in
addition to those who made a private pilgrimage to Salerno
on the occasion of the Fiftieth Anniversary of the landings,
I received an invitation from Dr Angclo Pesce to attend the







Cassino, Burma, Malaya, Italy - and Daphne Hill was the
trouble-shooter who badgered people into providing their
reminiscences. My first task was to put the TA book
together, which involved compiling an opening chapter
about the history of the TA and later, for the second
edition, the epilogue. We also started to improve the
appearance of the office/archives room and to sort out the
jumble of the attic storerooms and were much helped by
the carpentry and joinery skills of Tommy Atkins and
Major Sidney Hill, RA rtd. He had become involved with
the museum through NADFAS - one of the benefits of
Jean-Ann being President of the West Surrey NADFAS.
Captain Graham Wenn joined us as Treasurer in 1987, and
John Woodruff became our Honorary Archivist after he
retired from being Curator. As such he has dealt admirably
with the growing number of enquiries from the general
public about friends and relations in our former regiments.

We paused to take stock in 1991. The museum looked
good, but it had its limitations. It was an attractive display
of artefacts arranged in approximately chronological
order, but there were many gaps in the regimental story
which could not be filled by temporary displays. We had
made a start in 1990 by installing additional show cases in
Room 2 and gaining space to give greater prominence to
WWI and the early 1900s, but there was much more to be
done. We had to dispense with clutter i.e. items which
were on display just because they looked nice. We needed
more display cabinets, but we also had to create an
impression of space. We needed a better lighting system.
Once we started, the whole exercise would have to be
completed in one winter closed season because changes in
one room affected the next, and the next. Every one would
need to work very hard, and we particularly needed
someone skilled in D.I.Y. Fortunately we had recently
acquired such a person. He was Colonel P.A.W.G.
Durrant. He had answered an appeal for younger helpers,
‘younger’ being a relative term, and was already hard at
work reorganising our attic store and archives rooms.

It is doubtful whether we would have completed the
re-organisation during the winter of 1992/93 without Peter
Durrant’s enthusiasm, skill and hard work except at
considerable additional expense, much worry and less
finesse. He, and Jean Ann with her flair for display
arrangement, were invaluable. He also persuaded the
National Trust to approve the new high-tech lighting
system which they initially resisted and now want to
install in the rest of the house. But tribute is also due to all
the other volunteers, and to Richard Ford and Penny
James, our Curator and Assistant Curator, for helping with
the reorganisation and at the same time getting on with the
routine maintenance chores which we required each winter
to prepare for the next season. Penny in particular quietly
and persistently kept track of the many hundreds of
articles which changed location between the attic and
downstairs, and between showcases. A vital task.

So my grateful thanks to a splendid team, and finally -
provided the Editor has allowed me enough space - I would
like to emphasise how much we owe to Lt. Col. Les Wilson.
During my six and a half years as Chairman he was a fount
of wise advice, the organiser of outside assistance
whenever needed, and an expert on display arrangement.

Yours gratefully, Michael Clarke
Peter Andras writes:-

My home is a farmhouse near Bolsena, a small lakeside
town about 65 miles north of Rome in the direction of
Florence, and not far from Orvieto. After the German
evacuation of Romc in June 1944 the allied armies moved
into the area quite swiftly, and most of it was I think
liberated on 13th and 14th June 1944. I do not know
whether any formal events are planned to mark the 50th
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anniversary of this part of the Italian campaign, but I
would welcome as guests some of those who took part in
the campaign and wish to visit the area, and/or members
of their families. I can provide up to thrce double rooms,
and provided there is sufficient notice and the visit is not
in July or August can probably also obtain additional
rooms in some nearby holiday accommodation.

I believe both the lst and 1/6th Battalions of The East
Surrey Regiment took part in the campaign and the graves
of more than 20 East Surreys are in the Orvieto War
Cemetery. I would particularly welcome former East
Surreys or their families as my father, J.B.Andras, served
with the 6th (Territorial) Battalion in India and Aden
during the 1914/18 war and commanded the Battalion in
the mid 1930s.

This is a most generous offer of accommodation by Mr Andras,
any member who wishes to visit Italy please forward their letter
through the Editor.

Sid Pratten sent this photo of Salerno War Graves Cemetery,
he writes:-

I would like to take this opportunity of thanking the staff
of the Cemetery for keeping it in such immaculate

condition, also to Dr Angelo Pesce for his efforts on our
behalf.

All Saints Church, Kingston.

The President and
Brigadier Bob
Acworth study The
East Surrey Book
of Remembrance
in The East Surrey
Regimental
Chapel.







Salerno - The Fiftieth Anniversary

On 9th September 1943, | was a platoon commander in
2/6th Battalion The Queen’s Royal Regiment at the
Salerno landings in Italy. Little did I think then that
Salerno would become a Battle Honour for the Regiment
and a day which we would still be celebrating 50 years
later. What is so special about Salerno Day? Uniquely in
the Second World War, The Queen’s Royal Regiment had
six battalions of the Territorial Army there engaged in the
same operation. Moreover it was the first major assault
landing on the mainland of Europe.

The plan was for 5th Army to land in the Gulf of Salerno
and advance to capture the city and port of Naples together
with the important airfield in the vicinity, X British Corps
was to have two assault divisions, 46 Division was to
capture the port of Salerno and in 56 London Division 169
Queen’s Brigade was to seize Montecorvino Airfield and
167 Brigade to take Battipaglia, 7th Armoured Division
which included 131 Queen’s Brigade were to land later to
break-out of the bridgehead and capture Naples. On the
right VI US Corps had one assault division.

On 8th September the invasion fleet assembled off the
west coast of Italy. It was a most complex opcration with
56 Division sailing from Tripoli, 46 Division from Bizerte
and the Americans from Oran, all shepherded by warships
from the Royal Navy, the United States, Holland and
Poland. The size and shape of the assault forces was
dictated by the availability of shipping which had to return
to North Africa to pick up the follow up divisions. By late
afternoon we were off Capri in broad daylight when the
unreality of the situation was compoundcd by an
announcement from General Eisenhower, the Supremc
Commander, that Italy had surrendered. The ncws spread
through the ships likc wildfire with troops cheering as they
envisaged an unopposed landing. How wrong they were!

The two assault battalions of our brigade, 2/5th and 2/7th
Queen’s, were transported in converted passengcr ships
(LSIs), and in the small hours of 9th Septembecr long lines
of troops were shuffling up from the lower decks into the
inky darkness, clambering over the ship’s rail and into the
assault craft (LCAs) hanging from the davits. Then down
the ship’s side and the moment the boat hit the water it
roared forward into the unknown. I was standing on the
open deck of our landing craft (LCI), in which 2/6th
Queen’s had cndured four cramped days since leaving
Tripoli, peering into the darkness when suddenly the world
about us erupted as thc naval bombardment began. The
noisc was deafening and apprehension gave way to
cxhilaration (for a while anyway) as I watched the gun
flashes and salvoes from the rocket landing craft. It was
0315. H hour was at 0330.

2/5th Queen’s had some difficulty forming up in their
LCAs in the dense smoke screen laid by the Navy and they
were shelled by shore batteries as thcy approached the
beach somc 40 minutes late. They encountered little
opposition but as thcy moved inland they were
immediately waist dcep in water as thc Germans had
opened the sluice gates of the irrigation system. Indeed the
right hand company cventually rcaliscd they were walking
up the bed of the River Tusciano in the darkness. But
Lieutenant Colonel Whitficld soon got a grip of the
situation and by mid morning the battalion was well
cstablished some 4000 yards from the bcach just south of
the southern perimeter of Montecorvino Airfield.

2/7th Queen’s did not fare to well. At first light it bccame
apparent that they had becen landed about a mile to the right
and partly irr 2/5th arca. Morcover the right hand battalion
of the Hampshirc Brigade in 46 Division had becn
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decanted on 2/7th Quecen’s beach the wrong side of the
River Asa. Soon confusion was rifc as follow-up troops
and vehicles werc being landed before the assault
companies werc clear. As they struck out across country
through a maze of irrigation ditches and tall crops, the
2/7th had a number of sharp section and platoon actions
before they eventually drove an infantry/tank guard from
the bridge over the River Asa.

In 2/6th Quecn’s we landed direct on to the beach from our
five LCIs at about H + 60. Our objective, Montecorvino
Airfield, was 5th Army’s primary D Day objective, as until
it was usable we would be almost entirely decpendant on
carrier borne aircraft for close support. As we moved up
the access road through high vincyards, tomatocs and
tobacco plants, dawn revealcd that we were in a bowl
completely over-looked by the hills beyond. For some
inexplicablc rcason we scemed to have caught the
Germans off-guard as they ran to their aircraft and tried to
take off amid a hail of bullcts from our rifles and Bren
guns. By midday we had rcached the Airfield now
supported by a troop of Shermans of the Scots Greys. But
then the cnemy began to react sharply to any movement
with Spandau fire from the other side of the runway, one
of the tanks was knocked out by an 88mm anti-tank gun
and there was considerable shelling. Nevertheless despite
mounting casualties Licutenant Coloncl John Kealy was
determined to press on to cut the Salerno - Battipaglia road
and by dusk we werc in a strong defensive position dug-in
on our objective, but our flanks were wide open.

2/7th Quecn’s had been forced to hold back on the line of
the River Asa to guard against thc possibility of
penetration of the Brigade rear areas as the Germans
mounted strong countcr-attacks against the Hampshire
Brigade. The enemy also launched a major attack with
tanks and infantry in 14 tracks against 2/5th Quecen’s which
overran the forward companies. By last light survivors had
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50th Anniversary of the Salerno Landings

Laurie Uren of the 1/7h Queens O.A.C. joined the Royal
British Legion Pilgrimage to Salerno to commemorate the
50th year anniversary. The party consisted of 150 veterans
from the Hampshires, Guards Brigade, Royal Marines and
widows accompanied by two doctors and nurses provided
by the services and staff from the R.B.L.

The Queens had six battalions in the campaign the 1/5th,
1/6th and 1/7th of the 131 Brigade Armoured Division and
2/5th, 2/6th and 2/7th of the 169 Brigade, 56th Division.

The first two nights were spent at the Forum Palace hotel,
Cassino. Tours to the Minturno and Cassino Cemeteries
for the Service of Remembrance and the battle areas. A
visit to the Mt. Cassino Monastery which has been rebuilt
by America and Germany, who covered the costs.

The third day of our journey was to the Maiori Regina
hotel for the duration of our visit stopping at Casserta and
Naples cemeteries for remembrance ceremonies. During
the evening at Maiori the veterans of the American
Rangers did a mock landing from the sixth fleet followed
by a tremendous fireworks display.

The fourth day was a trip to Capri with a guide and visits
to places of interest amongst throngs of tourists.

The fifth day being the 9th of September - the anniversary
of the landings - a memorable and moving service was held
at the Salerno Cemetery, the address was given by the
Right Reverend Michael Mann R.C.V.O. who was a
serving officer during the landings, his words were spoken
with such feeling of the comradeship, and the dependency
on one another as a family. This was attended by Earl
Alexanders son, Ambassador of the Royal British Legion
War Graves Commission Royal Marines and Royal Navy
from HMS Boxer, American Ranger veterans accompanied
by the Royal Scots Dragoon Guards band. The service
included a lament, the Last Post and two minutes silence
with Reveille which brought ever lasting memories of our
former friends and comrades.

Prior to the service I was standing amongst a number of
Queens graves my thoughts of 50 years on - here was I
alive amongst so many dead comrades - I then noticed this
lone widow overcome with emotion, I stepped over to give
her support and held her for a few moments encouraging
her to let the tears flow and later she was unable to control
her hands to take a photograph of her late husbands grave
which I did for her - she turned and said to me ‘I am so
pleased you are a Queensman, one never forgets but I know
my husband is there amongst friends’. Her husband was an
officer in the 1/7th Queens, Lt Cockcroft, who was the
anti-tank platoon commander.

After the service whilst awaiting to form up with the
veterans for the march past Geoffrey Curtis introduced
himself to me as another Queensman - after the march past
other Queensmen joined us, one of which purchased the
book “Salerno Remembered” in Italy and had asked for his
autograph I then realised it was the Brigadier the author of
the book which Major K Jessup had kindly sent to mc a
week prior to my departure to update my memory which
made me feel elated as I was able to tell the Brigadicr how
good the book was. That evening Dorothy Cockcroft
accepted my invitation to sit at our table for dinner. She
was a dclight to know and after the meal Dorothy said
“This has completed a day to be remembered always™!

For me it was a memorable day, stressful, emotional and
clation not to bc forgotten.

Sixth day was spent at Revello in the mountains with
superb vicws and gardens, the afternoon at Amalfi until we
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were overtaken by a vicious lightening and thunderstorm
and the small streets were awash - we hurriedly beat retreat
to the hotel by taxi.

Seventh day, tours to thc beaches at Salerno which had
been changed and built upon for the tourist industry.
Battipaglia, the tobacco factory and Montecorvino airficld
where the Queens suffered such heavy casualties and a
visit to Pompei. The whole trip was well planned a huge
success and the coach journeys were made interesting by
talks by the veteran officers. Many thanks to the Royal
British Legion.

LU

56 London Brigade (The Black Cat Brigade)

In January 1992, having handed over the

post as Adjutant of 1st Battalion The

Queen’s Regiment in Minden, | was

fortunate enough to be posted to a Staff job

in London. Body-swerving a sentence in the

MOD, I assumcd the post of S03 G2/G3
(Ops/Trg/Coord & TA) in HQ 56 London Brigade. The HQ
was squatting in Chelsca Barracks whilst its former home,
Horseguards, was being re-built.

56 London Brigade was the largest brigade in the British
Army numbering in its ranks, when I arrived, the
following; 1 GREN GDS, 2 GREN GDS, 2 COLDM GDS,
2 SG and 1 WG as well as the following Territorial units;
8 QF, I0 PARA, 4 RGJ, 151 Tpt Regt RCT, 217 Gen Hosp
RAMC, 221 Fd Amb RAMC and last but not lcast 253 Pro
Coy RMP(V), and was later joined by the Royal
Yeomanry.

56 London Brigade was the successor to Ist (LONDON)
Division which was raised in 1908 on the formation of the
Territorial Army. In February 1916 this formation was
re-titled 56 (LONDON) Infantry Division and formed
from London TA units already in France.

The Division survived the demobilisation plan at the end
of the First World War and became 56 (I1st LONDON)
Division TA, which remained unchanged in configuration
until 1935 when it became 56 (LONDON) Infantry
Division. Carrying this title, this unique formation went to
war in 1939. In its ranks there was to be found 169 Infantry
Brigade consisting of 2/5, 2/6 and 2/7 Queens who fought
so hard at Salerno, on 9 Scptember 1943, amongst many
other actions.

Further changes occurred in 1947 when the Division
beecame 56 Armoured Division and counted amongst its
number 42 Royal Tank Regiment. As many readers will
know, 42 RTR started life as thc 4th Volunteer Battalion,
East Surrey Regiment who in turn became the 23rd
Battalion, The London Regiment. After 140 years as
infantrymen they converted to armour in 1938. In August
1956 they rcjoined The East Surrey Regiment having
resumed their title 23rd London Regiment, and their true
role as infantrymen, and were based at 27 St John’s Hill,
SWII, the current home of the new London Regiment and
also the original site of 4th East Surrey.

Less than a year latcer, (at the end of 1947), 56 (LONDON)
Infantry Division TA was reborn. In 1956 as part of the
Division, 168 County of London Infantry Brigade
included 23 London Regiment and interestingly 1 London
Scottish and 1 London Irish Rifles, which, all bar the
Royal Fusiliers (whose 8th Bn was in the sister 167 City
of London Brigade), are the constituent parts of thc new
London Regiment!




In 1961 the Division was disbanded and reformed as 56
LONDON Brigade under command of 54 East Anglian
Division until 1967 when it was finally disbanded having
completed 59 years of unbroken Service. Twenty years
later in January 1987 the Brigade was re-formed and this
time lasted only six happy years, as the Brigade disbanded
in December 1992 and will doubtless lay dormant until
someone elsc ‘reinvents the wheel’!

To embody the close links that the brigade and our units
had with either the City or County of London, the symbol
of Dick Whittington’s black cat coupled with the bayonet
sword, which was first featured in the 56 (LONDON)
Infantry Divisional symbol of 1956, is the badge of the
Black Cat Brigade.

In this period of great uncertainty within the Army I felt
not a little surprised at, having left a Battalion (Ist) which
was disbanding, from a Regiment (QUEENS) which was
amalgamating, from a Brigade (11 Armed ‘Battle Axe’)
which was closing down, from a Garrison (Minden) which
was drawing down, arriving in a Brigade Headquarters that
too was for the ‘Options’ axc. Is someone trying to tell me
something, 1 thought?..................... clearly they were,
because two months after the Brigade was laid to rest I was
informed that | was to be made redundant as part of Phase
IT of Options for Change! Its a funny old world.

ARB
56th (London) Division, 1939-46

On 5th May, a distinguished group of officers met for the
Annual Reunion Lunch, which we are currently privileged
to hold in the headquarters mess of The Royal Regiment
of Fusiliers in the Tower of London. The impressive
surroundings lend an unforgettable aura to the occasion,
blending our wartime memories with the regimental
Mmemorabilia of our hosts, so gloriously displayed around
us, the polished silver on the long dining table, the oil
Paintings, portraits and the many cabinets of rows of
medals won over the years.

Many of the “Black Cat” regiments and supporting arms
were present as always, and the Queen’s of 169 Brigade
were well represented, with Brigadier Maurice
MacWilliam as Chairman.

The photograph appended shows the past president of the
Association, Toby Sewell in genial converse with Peter
Taylor and Eric Schnabel.

Nigel Oswald: The Ninth of September 1943 - A Memory

The Ninth of September 1993; and now there is only the
peace and silence of the sheep flecked fields of Kent where
we first met. But there still is a fifty year old memory of
another different world of disorder and dust and death. We
had just landed in Italy, on the beaches of Salerno and were
establishing ourselves at a farm a few hundred yards
inland, which was to be our main Battalion Headquarters.
I was second-in- command and Nigel Oswald commanded
the Headquarter’'s Company.

Nigel had been a Territorial Volunteer Officer in The
Queen’s Royal Regiment (his father’s old regiment)
before the war of 1939 to 1945, and in France. He had
already greatly distinguished himself and had won the
Military Cross for his leadership in his battalions last
action in North Africa before the Axis surrender there. He
had great vitality and youthful enthusiasm and was highly
regarded and popular. So there we were, on that late
summer afternoon, together, on a noisy, dusty track,
over-looked from the hills beyond and from a nearby
tobacco factory from which the German guns were
observing us.

It was the first shell on the farm that killed Nigel.

When we reached him he was lying against the wall
unmarked. He said before he died very quietly just this:
“I’'m sorry Fergus, ['m afraid you’ll have to get the food
up now”. He was on duty. After the first (Nigel’s father’s)
world war Siegfried Sassoon wrote of “Scarlet Major’s at
the base speeding young heroes up the line to death”.
Fifty years later the last two lines of this poem are still
moving: “And when the war is done and youth stone dead,
I'll totter quietly home and die, in bed”. But somehow as
we look out at our still free, still beautiful country in a
troubled world there can be no bitterness, only admiration
and gratitude for the memory.

FAHL

Memories

From time to time names come to light at the Regimental
Museum at Clandon of former members of the Queen’s and
East Surrey Regiments who paid a heavy price in war but
whose deaths, often many years later, are not recorded on
any war memorials.

One such was Pte William Church of The East Surrey
Regiment, a regular soldier who was taken prisoner at
Singapore and spent the remainder of the war in Japanese
hands. Enduring many privations, he later suffercd severe
medical problems, some of which were the subject of
medical appeals which were unfortunately rejected by
appropriate Pensions Tribunals.

His death, some years later does not accord him a place on
any war mcmorial and his case, like many others,
understandingly can give rise among relatives and other
interested parties to a sense of injustice. On reflection,
however, they may well console themselves with the
thoughts that brave deeds and sacrifices do not necessarily
need to be engraved on stone. They are engraved in
peoples’ memories in a much deeper and sensitive form.

RF




Formation Signs

Formation signs were first worn during the 1914 - 1918
War. Their introduction was brought about-by the
necessity for some form of distinguishing mark or sign to
aid recognition of Corps and Divisional vehicles and
personnel.

Prior to their appearance, the troops tecnded to think only
of their own particular regiment or Corps and were not
always aware of the part it was playing against the vast
background of the operations on the Western and other
fronts. When signs were adopted, around the middle of
1916, the men began to take a certain pride in belonging
to the formation to which their regiment were a part. Signs
were thought to be a new kind of heraldry. The “battle
patch”, as they became known, taken into use for practical
military reasons, had, by the later stages of the war,
engendercd a strong Espnt de Corps. The signs took the
form of ° Heraldlc , “Symbolic”, “Animal”, or
“Geometric.” The design was left to cach formation and
many reflected the choice of the Corps or Divisional
Commander. During the Great War, the signs were worn,
either on the sleeve, just below the shoulder strap, or on
the back of the tunic, immediately below the collar. Home
based units did not wear formation signs.

The following examples were worn by The Queen’s Royal
(West Surrey) Regiment and The East Surrey Regiment:-

Ist Bn. Queen’s - 5th Bde - 2nd (Regular) Division

The sign. Three
eight-pointed stars, the
centre red and the ones
on either side of it,
white, on a black
background.

The Division moved to

France between lith and
16th August, 1914, where it served throughout the war.
The battalion left the division on 15th December, 1915 and
joined 100 Brigade, 33rd New Army Division.

The sign. The double-three
Domino (hence its 33rd
title).

The division landed in
France in November, 1915
and fought on the Western
Front until the cnd of the
war,

2nd Bn. Queen’s. 22nd Bde. 7th (Regular Division).

The division was formed just after the outbreak of the war.
It landed at Zeebrugge on 6th
October, 1914,

The sign. A white disc on a black
background.

The division lcft the Western
Front on 17th November, 1917,
moving to the Italian Front, where
it served for the remainder of the
war.

6th (Service) Bn. Queen’s. 37th
Bdec. 12th (Eastern) Division (New
Army).

The sign. The Acc of Spades.

The division arrived in France in
late May, 1915 and served on the
Western Front throughout the war.
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7th (Service) Bn. Queen’s. 55 Bde. 18th (Eastern)
Division (New Army).

The sign. The lctters A.T.N., in
black, within a black circle, the
A., and N., canted towards the
centre T. The letters “A.T.N.”
when pronounced qulckly, sound
very like “Eighteen .

The division embarked for France

at the end of July, 1915, where it

remained for the rest of the war. It

was considered to be one of the
very best of the (New Army) Divisions.

10th (Service) Bn. Queen’s. 124 Bde. 41st Division (New
Army).
lith (Service) Bn. Queen’s. 124 Bde. 41st Division (New
Army).

The sign. Squarcs of various
colours, with a diagonal white
band running from top left to the
bottom right corner.

The division landed in France
early in May, 1916 and served
on the Western Front for the

remainder of the war.

I1st/22nd (County of London) Bn. The London
Regiment (The Queen’s).

142 Bde. 47th (2nd London) Division.

1st/24th(County of London) Bn. The London Regiment
(The Queen’s).

142 Bde. 47th (2nd London) Division.
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Ist Bn. The East Surrey Regiment. 95th Bde. Sth
(Regular) Division.

The sign. An eight-pointed star in
a circle within a square.

A Territorial Force Division, it
mobilised on the outbreak of war
and by March, 1915, began to
move to Francc. It served
throughout the war on thc Western
Front.

The sign. A blue squarc with a
diagonal yellow band across it.

The main body of the division
arrived at Le Havre on 17th
August, 1914. It served on the
Western Front until November,
1917, when it moved to the
[talian Front. It rcturned to the
Western Front in April, 1918
and remained there for the
remainder of the war.

2nd Bn. The East Surrey Regiment.
85th Bde. 28th (Regular) Division.

The sign. No sign was worn by the
Salonika Division except by those
joining the thecatre after 1916. The
divisions dispatched there.in 1915
wore coloured strips on their shoulder
straps. The 28th wore a red strip.

The division, after fighting on the
Western Front from January, 1915




until October, 1915, was then sent to Egypt and
subsequently to Salonika in January, 1916, where it
remained until the end of the war.

7th (Service) Bn. The East Surrcy Regiment 37th Bde.
12th (Eastern) Division (New

Army)
The sign. The Ace of Spades.

The division arrived in France in
late May, 1915 and served on the
Western Front side by side with the
6th (Service) Bn., The Queen’s,
who were in the same brigade.

8th (Service) Bn. The East Surrey Regiment. 55 Bde.
18th (Eastern) Division (New Army).

The sign. The letters A.T.N., in
black, in a black circle.

The division arrived in France at
the end of July, 1916 and fought
on the Western Front for the rest
of the war. The battalion was
brigaded with the 7th (Service)
Bn., The Quecn’s. The division
fought with great success on the
Somime.

12th (Service) Bn. The East Surrey Regiment. 122 Bde.
41st Division (New Army) .

The sign. Squares of various
colours with a diagonal white
band running from top left to the
bottom right corner.

This was the last of the New
Army formations. They arrived
on the Western Front in May,
: 1916 and remained there for the
' ] rest of the war, The Surrey’s
\ k { fighting alongside the 10th and
A 1ith Bns, Queen’s, although in

different brigades.

13th (Service) Bn. The East Surrey Regiment. 120 Bde.
40th Division (New Army).

The sign. A bantam cock, bearing
a diamond, on which is an acorn
and two lcaves, pointing
downwards.

The division arrived in France in
June, 1916 and served on the
Western Front for thc remainder
of the war.

The acorn and lcaves were added
to the patch after it fought with
great distinction in the capture of
Bourlon Wood in November,
1917.

5)0]1]1 battalions of the Territorial Force that were affiliated
B he East Surrey Regiment, 1st/21st (County of London)
lslszhe London Regiment (First Surrey-Rifles) and the
. 3rd (County of London) Bn., The London Regiment,
dWYe'd with 142 Bde., 47th (2nd London) Division. The
thelsmn served on _thg Western Front .fr(.)m March, 1915 to
dlst'end- of hostilities. The division particularly
e lrslgmshed' itself in the final capture of High Wood, on
QUeer?’mme in 1916. The 2nd Battalions of both The
ontl %vand The Surrey’s served, firstly, from June, 1916,
(Long estern Front, un.tll‘ January, 1917, with the 60th
and | on) Division. The division was then sent to Salonika
For n June, 1917, to join the Egyptian Expeditionary

¢e. The 2nd/21st and 2nd/22nd Bn’s remained in the

Middle East until the end of the war, whilst the 2nd/23rd
and 2nd/24th Bn’s returned to the Western Front for the
final stages of the conflict.

The sign. A bee. The
sign is said to represent
the initials of the
G.0.C., Major-General
Sir Edwin Bulfin.

JW

In the name of The Queen’s

After the last amalgamation many readers have written and
been very outspoken on the subject of amalgamation.
History shows that this is not a new subject and has
resulted in many letters of protest to the Government of
the day, politicians and senior officers at Whitehall, as the
copy of a letter dated 1877 held in an album at Clandon

shows.

Calcutta.
March 30th 1877.

Dear Sir Garnet.

May 1 be allowed to put in a plea for my old
regiment in the recent revised titles? I see that it
is proposed to call the old “Queen’s” the "2nd
Queen’s Own Surrey Reg't”. Now the “‘Queen’s”
fas been made the designation of the regiment for
centuries. If you turn over the pages of the
Wellington despatches you will see that it is not
spoken of by number, as our other regiments, but
as “The Queen’s” Reg't, being, I think, the only
regiment not habitually called by its number in
official papers. The “Royals ' was I believe a later
and rather unnecessary addition to its titles. |
believe for some time it used to be habitually
selected to be quartered at Windsor, to furnish
Guards for the Queen when opportunity offered.
Unfortunately after our return from India in
1846, we had, (with the exception of one very
smart but not pushing Colonel Addison) a
succession of duffer Colonels who, instead of
trying to Keep up the old position of the Regt. were
only anxious to Keep themselves in the
background, and while other regiments like the
89th etc, were bringing themselves forward we
were slipping back. Still even when I joined I
never heard the regiment called anything but “The
Queen's”, and the “2nd Queen’'s” was an
innovation which came in after the Crimean War.
If now we go into the “2nd Queen's Surrey Reg 't '
we shall have no more claim to the distinctive title
of “The Queen's” than any of the half dozen
regiments to whom the title “The Queens” has
been given. I observe in the lists that [ have seen
that the County title is not always considered




necessary for regiments, and I venture to think
that by seniority, extent of services, or old custom
and practice we have a better title to the
distinction of being “The Queen’s” Regiment than
the 7th for instance, have to be “The Royal
Fusiliers”.

I know that you are not one of those in favour of
doing away with all regimental distinctions, and
s0 hope that you will consider whether this honour
could be granted, without in any way interfering
with your general arrangements or with any
claims of other regiments. Though I am not
entitled to represent the regiment I may mention
that I am the second oldest officer as well as the
second senior by Army rank now serving in it.

(Sgd) G. Pomeroy Colley.

Sir George Pomeroy Colley, K.C.S.I., C.B., C.M.G. served
as Chiefof Staff to Sir Garnet Wolseley to whom this letter
was presumably addressed.

RF

Freedom of Guildford and Kingston-upon-Thames

Readers will be pleased to know, that the Freedom of
Guildford and The Royal Borough of Kingston
-upon-Thames, conferred on The Queen’s Royal Regiment
and The East Surrey Regiment at the end of the Second
World War has been transferred to The Princess of Wales’s
Royal Regiment (Queen’s and Royal Hampshires).
Readers will recall, that on the amalgamation of the
Queen’s and Surreys, the Freedom was transferred to The
Queen’s Royal Surrey Regiment and on the formation of
The Queens Regiment in 1966 the Freedom was again
confcrred on the new regiment.

Brigadier Bob Acworth as a Deputy Colonel of The
Princess of Wales’s Royal Regiment represented thc
Colonel of the Regiment at both ceremonies. He was
accompanied by the President and Secretary of The
Association.

Freedom of Guildford

Brigadier Bob Acworth presenting an embroidered badge of
The PWRR to the Mayor of Guildford, Councillor Tony Place.
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Freedom of Kingston

Lt Col Les Wilson, Councillor David Edward, (Mayor 1992) Tim
Hornsby, Chief Executive, Councillor Jane Smith (Mayor), Lt Col
David McDonald Milner, Brig Bob Acworth, Brig Mike Doyle.

Brigadier Bob Acworth and the Mayor of Kingston display the
Freedom scroll of The Royal Borough.

Presidents Reception, Clandon

Drum Major Geoff Fairfax with the Mayor of
Kingston-upon-Thames.




The Roadnight Cup

When RSM Bill Roadnight feft his unit on commissioning
during the war he was presented with a handsome two
handled silver cup. Recently Mrs Celeste Franklin who
keeps an eyec on 88 ycar old Bill suggested that the cup
could be put to a better usc than it was. Bill decided to
hand it over to thc Quecn’s Surrcys Association to sce if
it could be put to a more practical use.

Bill Roadnight, Bert Collinson and Jack Homersham at the
Surrey Army Cadet Force HQ, Godalming

After some discussion with Major Stephen Thorpe, the
Regimental Carcers officer at Canterbury, it was dccided
to offer it to The Surrcy Army Cadet Force to bec competed
for annually by thc cadets at Surrey.

Major Richard Oldfield the Cadet Executive Officer at
Surrey Army Cadet Force HQ accepted the cup from Bill
on behalf of the County Commandant. In thanking Bill,
Major Oldfield said that the actual competition had not yet
b?en decided, but details would be worked out shortly and
Bill would be asked back to makc the first prescntation.

The cup has been completely cleaned and repolished, it is
engrav.d with the Paschal Lamb, Bill Roadnight’s old
regimental cap badge and the new badge of The Princess
of Wales’s Royal Regiment, cngraved between the
reg

C‘_’l)tain Bill Roadnight hands over the ‘Roadnight Cup ' to Major
f_f“/m"d Oldfield, also in the picture are four cadets representing
ne Cadets of Surrey and Mrs Celeste Franklin.

Donationg

T . . .
lhe Trpst.ecs wish to record their very sincere thanks and
‘flll’r[:éecnatlon to the following for sending donations to our
S:-
1 )
wl;‘e €xccutors of the will of the late Colonel Lance East
0 bequested a sum of money to the Regiment to his

Sfourth of her name”".

memory. W J Bishop in memory of his Father. W Longley
and all the members who, when sending their subscription
give a little extra for “a mate who needs the Newsletter, or
towards a reunion ticket”.

Presentation of a mallet to The Queen’s Royal Regiment in
1911.

HMS Defence
Jan. 4th 1911

Ist Cruiser Squadron
Dear Sir,

Will you allow me, on behalf of myself and the
Officers of this ship, to ask you to accept the
enclosed mallet as a present to the Officers Mess
of your Regiment.
The inscription on the mallet explains itself but I
might perhaps add that this present Defence is the
5th of her name. The mallet was turned and carved
by the Carpenter of this ship. It is somewhat of a
coincidence that while he was carving the arms of
the House of Braganza that family was being
turned out of Portugal.
You are probably aware of the number and names
of the Officers and men of The Queen’s Regiment
who were Killed or wounded on board the Defence
on the 1st of June 1794. If however you are not,
they are as follows:-

Killed - Officers - Nil.  Men - Privates Collier, North,

Roberts, Hamilton
Wounded FEnsign Boycott Private - Name unknown

Believe me Yours very truly
C.F. Dampier Captain

Note:- The mallet is now in the Regimental Museum at
Clandon.

The inscription reads:-

“Presented by the Captain and Officers of HMS Defence of 1910
to the Officers’ Mess of the Queen’s Regiment in memory of the
Officers and Men of that Regiment who were killed or wounded
on board HMS Defence on the Glorious Ist of June. This
Hammer is made of wood from HMS Defence of 1851 to 1904.

’

R.F.
Earlier Refugees

Picturcs on television of Yugoslav refugees have brought
back memories to former Queen’s man Bill Goff of similar
scenes at the time of the Second World War when he and
other members of the Regiment were detailed to escort
about 2000 Yugoslav refugees from Taranto by ship to

Egypt.

Among other things the soldiers were told to be “uncles”
to the children and the aged.

Bill was involved in the care of about 30 people who were
eventually put on board ship and into the mess decks. Meal
times were something of a riot at first as food was taken
from the galley trays of the servers and eaten before it
could be properly dished up. However, things soon settled
down and the voyage of 4 - 5 days was accomplished in a
fricndly atmosphcre.

At Port Said, refugees and escorts parted, some of them
tearfully, and Bill often wonders where they finished up.
For himseclf and others it was a rcturn to units and
cventually the Gothic Line. He asks if any other readers
were on the same trip.
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Regimental Heaths

Banfill - On 26th April 1993, Sergeant George Banfill
MM, 2/7th Bn The Queen’s Royal Regiment.

Baugh - On 14th September 1993, Captain Michael
Hampson Baugh, LVO, MBE, QPM, aged 68 years, The
East Surrey Rcegiment and Colonial Police Service.

Chatterton - In September, Captain Peter Chatterton, The
East Surrey Regiment and The Royal Army Ordnance
Corps.

Culverhouse - On 8th August 1993, Lieutenant Colonel A
G H Culverhouse MBE, TD, aged 85 years, The East
Surrey Regiment, ‘

Dodd - On 3rd June 1993, In-Pensioner John Wallace
(Wally) Dodd, aged 79 years, The East Surrey Regiment.
Wally Dodd was for a number of years an In-Pensioner at
The Royal Hospital Chelsea, where he died.

East-0n23rd June 1993, Colonel Lancelot Crofts (Lance)
East DSO, OBE, aged 92 yecars, The Queen’s Royal
Regiment.

Fernside-Speed - On 20th July 1993, Major Alcc
Fernside-Speed, aged 66 years, The Queen’s Royal
Regiment.

Fisher - On 16th September, Private Harry Fisher, 1/5th
Bn The Queen’s Royal Regiment.

George - On 20th July 1993, Major John Adrian George,
aged 64 years, The East Surrey Regiment.

Godfree - On 29th December, Company Sergeant Major
Charles John Godfree, aged 75 years, The Queen’s Royal

Regiment. CSM Godfree served with 2/7th Queen’s and
was Mentioned in Despatches for gallantry at Anzio.

Golding - Recently at home, Private W Golding, 1/5th Bn
The Queen’s Royal Regiment.

Griffiths - On 23rd April 1993, Licutenant Colonel
William Dilsmore (Bill) Griffiths DSO and Bar, MC and
Bar, aged 78 years, The Queen’s Royal Regiment.

Groves - In December 1992, Regimental Sergeant Major
John Groves, The Queen’s Royal Regiment.

Halse - On 6th October 1993, Brigadier R.C. (Herbert)
Halse, 22nd London Regiment (The Queen’s) and Army
Legal Services.

Harris - Recently Corporal Alan George Harris, aged 74
years, The Queen’s Royal Regiment.

Jenkins - On 4th April 1993, Major Ronald Owen Jenkins
TD, aged 84 years, The Queen’s Royal Regiment.

Jessup - On 17th October, Regimental Quarter Master
Sergeant Leslie Raymond Jessup, aged 65 years, The
Queen’s Royal Regiment and The Middlesex Regiment
(DCO). As a sergeant, he was one of the draft sent in 1950
to reinforce Ist Middlesex in Korea. The draft became C
Company and was first commanded by Major B K Farell,
The East Surrey Regiment and later by Major N Shipster
DSO, The Middlesex Regiment. He was wounded in Korea
and after rcturning to The Queen’s he was posted to the
Depot at Stoughton as a training sergeant. He later served
with 1 Queens in Iserlohn, He became RQMS of 1 Queen’s
Surreys in Munstcr. He finished his service as a SPSI with
5 Queen’s at Broadstairs. In civilian lifc he was employed
by Brewers the builders merchants.

Luff'- On 4th June 1993, Private Wilfred Luff DCM, aged
95 years, The Queen’s Royal Regiment.

Martin - On 11th March 1993, Major Alan Martin MBE,
aged 62 years, The Buffs, The Quecn’s Regiment and
Royal Army Pay Corps.
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Meen - On 23rd August 1993, Corporal Derek lvor Meen,
aged 66 years, 1/6th Bn The Queen’s Royal Regiment.
Corporal Meen was an outstanding athlete and footballer
and represented his battalion on many occasions.

Roberts - On 24th March 1993, Private Henry George
Roberts, aged 76 years, 2/6th Bn The East Surrey
Regiment.

Rotherham - Recently, Private Harry Rotherham, The
22nd (London) Regiment and 1/6th Bn The Queen’s Royal
Regiment.

Sage - On 15th August 1993, Private Joseph Sage, The
Queen’s Royal Regiment.

Sandys - On 26th June 1993, Major Edward Guy Sandys,
aged 79 years, The Quecen’s Royal Regiment.

Scrivenor - Recently at his home in Wales, Private E
Scrivenor, 1/5th Bn The Queen’s Royal Regiment.

Small - On 25th June 1993, Private Jim Small, 1/5th Bn
The Queen’s Royal Regiment. Small was taken prisoner at
Dunkirk and remained a P.O.W. throughout the war. He
emigrated to Canada and died at his home in Ontario.

Snowdon - On June 21st 1993, Major Frank J Snowdon TD,
The Queen’s Royal Regiment.

Spriggs - On 25th June 1993, Corporal George (Blondie)
Spriggs, st Bn The East Surrey Regiment.

Sunderland - On 12th October 1993, Major R D
Sunderland MC, 2/7th Bn The Queen’s Royal Regiment.

Treagast - Recently Private Ronald Treagast, 2nd Bn and
1/5th Bn The Queen’s Royal Regiment.

Turner - On Sth July 1993, Company Quarter Master
Sergeant Francis Amos John Turner, aged 78 years, 1st Bn
The Queen’s Royal Regiment.

Tweedie - On 25th August 1993, Major Vere Justin
Tweedie MC, 1/5th Bn The Queen’s Royal Regiment.

Ward - On 9th September 1993, Company Sergeant Major
Edward (Artie) Ward, aged 85 years, The East Surrey
Regiment. He was a resident in The Royal Star and Garter
Home. Of a cheerful dispostion, ‘Arty’ Ward, as he was
known, was a popular member of the Regiment. He served
as a sergeant instructor at the Regimental Depot, but most
of his service, in peace and in war, was in the 1st Battalion.

Regimental Hamilies

Buchanan - On 9th July 1993, Mrs Kay Buchanan, beloved
wife of Colonel T A Buchanan DSO, OBE, MC, ERD, TD.

Campbell - On 20th June 1993, Mrs Penelope Campbell,
beloved wife of Lt Col D J ff Campbell MBE.

Mayo - In May 1993, Mrs Jacqueline Mayo MBE, daughter
of the late Brigadier C D Armstrong CBE DSO MC, The
East Surrey Regiment and Mrs S H E Armstrong. Jackie,
as shc was known, adopted the nom-de-plume of Anne
Armstrong in her work for the welfarc of Army families.
She was the families advice correspondent in the Army
magazine SOLDIER for 17 years, after her own servicc in
thc Womens Royal Army Corps from 1954 to 1961.

She married Captain John Mayo, Royal Artillery, and had
personal experience of the problems encountcred by
soldiers’ families in quarters, particularly in BAOR. She
was appointed MBE in 1985. As Anne Armstrong shc was
well known to listeners to the British Forces Broadcasting
Scrvice. Jackie and Colonel Mayo regularly attended The
East Surrey Regiment Annual Reunions.
PGEH




BDbituaries

Lt Col W D Griffiths DSO MC

Lt Col W D Bill’ Griffiths was cremated at Brighton on
30 April 1993 and is survived by his wife, two sons and
two daughters. He was born March 2] 1915.

He joined the TA at 15 years of age and later beccame a
Regular Soldier in The East Surrcy Regiment. Early 1940
saw him at OCTU and he was commissioned in The
Queen’s Royal Regiment in June 1940. He was posted to
1/7th Bn The Queen’s Royal Regiment in July and thus
began a spectacular career for he served with great
distinction throughout the War in the battalion and
eventually became its Commanding Officer.

During this period he saw active service in the Western
Desert, Italy and NW Europe. He was awarded the MC and
abar for the action in the Western Desert and a bar in Italy.
He reccived two DSO’s as CO of the battalion.

After the War he held a number of appointments including
Instructor at the Staff College, 2 i/c 3rd Bn The Parachutc
Regiment and Commander 7th Regiment The Arab Legion.
l:Ic rctired from the army in 1957 and worked for Unilever
for 19 years.

Bill was a member of various sports organisations and they
were well represented at the funeral.

He was for many years President of Queen’s (Southwark)
Old Comrades Association and a Guard of Honour of
members of 1/7th Queen’s Royal Regiment, together with
the Standard and President of 8th Army Vecterans
Association and a numbcr of senior officers of the
Regiment provided the military background to a sad and
solemn occasion.

SpP
Major E G Sandys

Itis with much sadness and decp regret that I write about
my old friend Guy Sandys who died on 26th Junc. We were
Companions on the pilgrimage to El Alamcin last year for
the 50th Anniversary of the Battle, and many will recollect
his detailed description of the occasion which appeared in
the last issue of the Newsletter, together with a photograph
of both of us when visiting thc Pyramids at Ghiza.

In the same issuc Major General Mike Reynolds wrote a
1ull. account of the Battle of Medenine describing the
action of 1/7th Queen’s versus ‘the elite of Hitler’s
Panzerwaffe’ when 27 cnemy tanks were knocked out on
the front of this Bn. As Field Marshall Montgomery wrote
later ‘very great care had bcen taken in positioning our
AlTank guns which were sited to kill tanks at point blank
fange and not to defend the infantry’. Major Sandys was
the A/Tk Platoon Commander at the time. Typically and
Un.sc.lfishly he recommended two of his Scrgcants for the
Dlstmguishcd Conduct Mcdal for this action. He was
Sllbsequcntly responsible for having the ‘Medenine’ gun
a5 1t was called, rcturned to the depot.

I'have known ‘Sandy’ as he was affectionatcly called since

N¢ joined 1/7th Queen’s in August 1941, and we werc

';;arbm sharing subalterns for the six weeks voyage from
lwehCnbock to Port Tewfik in the “S.S.Strathallen”. We had
by ¢en posted to H.Q.Coy., he to t'hc ncwly formt_fd
hé re- rl)!ntoon and I to command the Carrier Platoqn. It will
C'OSezll 1sed that not only had we become gqod fnends but
sl y qollaborat.ed with each other also, in the military

d tactical requirements of our respective platoons in

many of the subsequent actions to follow in thc Western
Desert. He continued to serve with 1/7th Queen’s
throughout the war, acting as 2 i/c on more than one
occasion.

‘Sandy’ was an cxcellent cricketer, playing many times for
the Gentlemen of Hertfordshire, and had to play in only
onc more first class match to be eligible to become a
playing member of the M.C.C., but the war intervened.
After the war he rose to a senior position in the Export
Credit division of the Civil Service and was cxpert in City
and financial matters. We attended each others weddings
after the war, and regularly met in various city hostelries
as well as the annual occasions of Remembrance Day and
our own Old Comrades dinner at the Union Jack Club.

He was a very loyal and conscientious member of The
Queen’s and was well liked and respected by all ranks of
his battalion. His unexpected death following a short
illness has created a gap in my life which cannot be filled
and I shall miss our close friendship. His quiet sense of
humour often sustained us during moments of stress and
strain in the past.

Our deepest sympathies go out to his daughter Elaine and
son Roland.

KAJ
Wilfred Luff DCM

Wilfred Luff who was the Regiment’s senior surviving
holder of the DCM died on 4th June at the age of 95.

He won his medal as a 19 year old private serving with Ist
Battalion The Queen’s Royal (West Surrey) Regiment near
Polygon Wood during the 3rd battle of Ypres. The citation
records:- “During an attack he advanced alone some
distance to the front and penetratcd an enemy strong point
taking twenty four prisoners. He showed magnificent
courage and initiative”. In later life he made little of this
saying hc was “Just a lad”. In all Will Luff served for just
two years with 1st Queen’s, for a short time on the Somme,
but mainly forward of Ypres before being wounded in
September 1918 during the final advances leading to the
Armistice. He was discharged at the end of 1918, but wore
the Paschal Lamb again for four years during the Second
World War when he was a CSM with 2nd Surrey Home
Guard, and who he represented in thc National Victory
Parade in London in 1945.

Will Luff’s memories of the Great War werc recorded in

1990 by John Woodroff and give a fascinating insight into
many of the
realitics of life as a
soldier during the
War.

As with most from
that War his
recollecctions
contain much
humour and no
bitterness, with the
horrors kcpt to
himsclf and
accepted. Two of
the storics he told
were used at the
time in Lyn
MacDonalds
“1914-1918, Voices
and Images of the
Great War”. Onc of
these recollected
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the great RSM “Choky” Sullivan, and the other was of a
company from the battalion taking part in the Bastille Day
Parade in Paris in 1918. The British Army contingent
consisted of a company of Guards, a company of Royal
Scots as the lst Foot, The Queen’s as 2nd Foot and a
company from the Dominion Forces.

Prior to the Parade the contingent was drilled under an
RSM of the Irish Guards, but Will Luff recalled that
beforehand it had been made quite clear by the RSM of the
Ist battalion “You’re Queen’s - Remember that”. Except
for the 21/2 years of the Great War Will Luff lived all his
life in the Haslemere area. He was an independent and self
reliant man with a nice sense of humour, and he retained
much pride in thc Regiment, having scrved in it.

A transcript of the recordings made by John Woodroff
running to 31 pages is held at thc Museum at Clandon

JWS
H J Rotherham

Harry Rotherham joined the 22nd London Regiment
(Queen’s) on June 25th 1925 at The Drill Hall Bermondsey
and served with the 1/6th Battalion The Qucen’s Royal
Regiment in Francc and Belgium 1940 and Egypt 1942.
He went with the Regiment to Egypt in 1942 where he
was involved in a road traffic accident. On leaving
hospital he was posted to 313 Mobile P.O.W. unit
attached to the 8th Army. On application to rejoin 6th
Queen’s was told that he had been down graded unfit for
further active service. In December 1944 hc was
transfcrred to The Royal Pioneer Corps, and was
demobbed in December 1945.

From 1926 until mobilisation in 1939 Harry was a member
of the Battalion boxing team as Feather Wecight then as
Light Weight and latcr at Welter Weight. RSM Shepperd
(later Capt. Q.M.) who was i/c of the boxing tcam asked
him to volunteer to fill the gap as a Heavy Weight, as the
Battalion did not have anyone representing them. At the
time Harry weighed in at 9.9. he was reluctant to fight at
this weight but in the end thc RSM persuaded him. Harry
entered the ring to fight at Heavy weight but does not give
the name of his opponent or his Regiment, the fight ended
in a draw. To Harry’s amazcment the Judges decided that
an extra one minute round would be boxed to find a winner
and Harry was declared the winner after this extra round.
This took place in 1929 and the Battalion went on to win
the Divisional Championship Cup and the Brigade Team
Cup, a feat of which Harry was very proud.

The condolences of the 6th (Bermondsey) O.C.A. go out
to the family on their sad loss of a very gallant gentleman.

JTB
Colonel L.C. East DSO OBE

Colonel Lance East died on 23rd June 1993 just a month
after his 92nd Birthday. He was perhaps the last of a
particular line of Queens Officers who by their example
and meticulous attention to thc details of military life set
and cxpected impeccable standards within the Regiment.
These standards had been exampled when the Ist battalion
under Licutenant Colonel F.J. Pink carried all before them
in winning Lord Kitchener’s Infantry Efficiency Prize in
India in 1905. At that timc the later Brigadier General E.B.
Mathew-Lannowe was Adjutant.

When he commanded 2nd Queen’s in 1921 Colonel J.B.
Coates was his Adjutant, and this coincided with Lance
East joining the battalion and becoming Assistant
Adjutant to “JB” in due course. He was then later Adjutant
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of the Depot, of the
2nd battalion under
the to be General Sir
George Giffard, and
finally of 5th Queen’s
TA in the years
immediately before
the Second World
War. On the outbreak
of war Lance East
became 2nd i/c of
1/5th Queen’s and
from August 194]
until March 1943 its
Commanding Officer,
and subsequently he
commanded the 2nd
battalion from Feb.
1947 handing it over
as the lst battalion in
Berlin in October
1948. Throughout his
Regimental career hc
thus filled a whole series of positions of special
importance and influence through which the standards of
the Regiment were developed and maintained in the
changing Army.

Colonel Lance was by origin a Sussex man, his family
living at Sompting Abbots. He was educated at Bedford
school and passed into the RMC Sandhurst in Scptember
1919, becoming a junior Under Officer. He was
commissioned into the Queen’s in July 1921, his mother’s
cousin being Colonel L.M. Crofts DSO, and immecdiately
went out to join the 2nd battalion who were then on the
North West Frontier in Waziristan. He remained in India
with the battalion until thc end of 1924, and served at the
Depot until 1929 when he again was posted to the 2nd
battalion at Dover. In 1935 after a short period as
Intelligence Officer of 1st Guards Brigade hc returncd to
India to join the Ist battalion, being with them at the time
of the Quetta Earthquake. Then it was back to Guildford
and the Adjutancy of 5th Queen’s in 1936. 5th Queen’s at
that time was commanded by Lieutenant Colonel G.V.
(Reggie) Palmer, the England Rugger international, and
under him with Lance East in support 5th Queen’s and
subsequently 1/5th Queen’s were trained to a very high
level as evidenced by its conduct during the return from
Dunkirk in May 1940, the C-in-C Notc writing “the
beating, good order and discipline of The Queen’s Royal
Regiment was an example and inspiration to us in the
Royal Navy”. For his part in the actions of thc battalion
in Belgium and Northern France Colonel Lance was
“Mentioncd in Despatches”.

With Colonel Lance in command 1/5th Queen’s went
overseas with 44th Division in 1942 to play a
distinguished part in the Battle of El Alamcin where he
was wounded, and in the advance as now part of 7th
Armoured Division to Medeninc and the Mareth Linc - for
his leadership during this time he was awarded the DSO.
But in March 1943 Colonel Lance’s increcasing lameness,
due originally to an athlctic injury necessitated his
replaccment in command. On return to Cairo he became
Deputy President and then President of the Middle East
Officers Selcction Board beforc in early 1944 being
appointed Provost Marshal, Middle East. He remaincd in
this appointment, for which he was awarded the OBE until
July 1946 when he transferred to being PM Rhinc Army
(BAOR). This posting was short as 2nd Quecn’s were duc
back from India, and Colonel Lance took command first at
Crowborough, then at Dortmund and finally in Berlin,
where in spite of the Russian Blockade he supervised and







volunteered for the West Indies and did two tours, one in
Jamaica and thc other in Guyana. It was therc he met and
marricd his wife, Nesta. John and Nesta came back to
England, complete with twins (Christopher and Gillian)
where he served as a Youth Liaison officer at
Headquarters, Northern Command. This post was not to
his liking and he subsequently was posted to Aldershot as
Permanent President of Courts Martial. He quickly
established a reputation of impartiality and efficiency. He
acquired an exccllent knowledge of law - and woe betide
any legal advocate who did not know his stuff.

John retired ninc years ago, having qualified as an ACIS
through part time and correspondence courses. He did not
practice however but devoted his time to his family and
the family home. He beccame ill ten years ago with facial
cancer, and endured with considerable fortitude and
courage a very long and painful decline. After an
unsuccessful further operation, he died pcacefully on 20th
July 1993. John was a good friend, a good husband and
father and a good soldier. He set and worked to high
standards of conduct. In all his doings, hc kept the interests
of his family in the forefront of his mind. He is sadly
missed by them and his friends.

DA
Brigadier R. C. Halse CBE.

After qualifying as a solicitor in 1925, “Herbert” Halse
was commissioned into the T.A. unit of his father’s old
regiment, the K.O.Y.L.I. Finding Bermondscy more
convenient for the City he soon transferred into the 22nd
London Regiment, The Queen’s. “Herbert” was a striking
figure, built on the lines of our then Adjutant, Captain R.
E. Pickering and shared his enthusiasm for discipline and
military tradition. He soon madc his mark as a popular and
cfficient officer, rising to Captain in 1930 and taking
command of the “D” Vickers Machinc Gun Company,
coming top in the Brigade M. G. competition of that year.
Promotion to Major followed in 1933 with command of
H.Q.Wing.

“Herbert” was always to the fore in both work and play, at
the Drill Hall and during the Annual Camp. Thanks to his
passion for all things military, he was instrumental in 1933
in asscmbling a party of 13 Warrant Officers and N.C.O’s
to take part in the Pageant on Tower Hill which
necessitated dressing up in Cromwellian pcriod uniform
and learning thc appropriate drill movements of the
Pikemen, Musketcers, Ensign and Drummer. Their
performance took place nightly for three weeks. In 1936,
shortly after taking over as second in command of the
Battalion, thc call to pursue a military carcer, led him to
resign, dropping in rank to Captain to join the military
department of the Judge Advocate Gencral’s Office.

By the time war broke out, “Herbert” was a Licutenant
Colonel and scrved in France, West Africa and from 1944
in Europce, where he was onc of those in charge of War
Crimes and was prosecutor of Ficld Marshal Kesselring
and of Generals Mackensen and Macltzer. In 1945 he was
mentioned in despatches and awarded the O.B.E. and later
became Deputy Advocate Gencral, British Army of the
Rhine. In 1948 he was appointed the first Deputy Director
of the newly formed Army Legal Services with the rank of
Colonel and in 1955, Director General with the rank of
Brigadicr and the award of the C.B.E. He retired from the
Army in 1962 to join thc lcgal department of the Post
Office. When thc Army Legal Services became a Corps in
1978, he was honoured by being appointed the first
Coloncl Commandant. After a protracted and painful
illncss, he died aged 88 in the Royal Star and Garter
Homes, leaving his wifc Sylvia and daughter Carolinc.

GB
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The Price of War

Among the files at Clandon museum, originally forwarded
under cover of a letter from the widow of the man
concerned, is an account of the war-tim¢ cxperiences of
6138816 Cpl John Baldwin of the lst Bn, East Surrey
Regiment.

Nicknamed “Rajah”, because of his swarthy complexion,
Cpl Baldwin enlisted in the Regiment in 1930 and spent
about eight years in India and the Sudan. Described as
“being as fit as only an infantry soldier of the British Army
could be”, he went to France in September 1939 and was
stationed near the “Maginot Line’ throughout the winter of
1939-40. After fighting a rearguard action with his
company at Dunkirk, he was taken prisoncr and suffered
many hardships and privations in a long journey across
Europe to prison camp Stalag 8B in Poland. Three years
of heavy manual work on road building and in lime kilns
followed, accompanied by brutality from German guards
and aggravated by shortage of food..

In 1944 the prisoners were moved to Austria and
Czechoslovakia, often in chains and handcuffs. Somc were
shot by their guards and, ironically, others were killed by
American planes machine gun fire.

But it was the Americans who finally freed the prisoners
in April 1945 and Cpl Baldwin arrived back in England at
Lydd Airport in the following month. He was discharged
from the Army as medically unfit, bearing the physical and
mental scars of his years of captivity, and after much
suffering of a long term nature, he died in February, 1987

Annual Church Service

On a typical sunny June day about 450 mcmbers of the
Association gathered at Guildford Cathedral on Sunday,
6th June for the Annual Church Scrvice. Medals glinted in
the morning’s light as old comrades renewed
acquaintances and memories.

In a moving service of prayer and hymns, the lesson was
read by Brigadicr M.J. Doyle M.B.E. and the address was
preached by Lieutcnant Colonel The Revd. D.M.T.
Walters BA, Dip Theol., CF. Senior Chaplain to Woolwich
Garrison, and formerly Chaplain to Ist Battalion The
Queen’s Regiment 1975-78, who spoke of the values of
tradition, comradeship and morale in the Army’s
regimental system.

Many members gathered in the Refectory afterwards and
some continued to Clandon Park, Guildford where
lunchecons were held in the restaurant and visits madc to
the Regimental Museum.

Annual Church Service, Guildford Cathedral




The new (ook massed band as seen by H. Roberts
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No further details are available

. or confirmed on the formation of

AR the two divisional bands for The

= =  Queen’s Division. Hopefully,

xfmepteme  details will be published in the
May edition Newsletter.

We are grateful to Mr David
Leach of Potter’s of Aldershot
and to the cartoonist for
allowing us to publish this
cartoon. 1t is to be hoped that it
will not give any more cost
cutting ideas to our politicians
and treasury officials!

Editor.

LAND
HOLLERTS

BANGOR
NORTH_WALES,

"WHAT D'YER MEAN NO BUSKIN' ON HORSEGUARDS PARADE ——
I'M THE MINISTRY. OF DEFENCE'S NEW, SLIMMED ~-DOWN MASSED BAND —

AND T'LL THANK YOU NOT TO MENTION THE BRUSH /7

The Victory Services Club

Our attention has been drawn to the improved facilities
offered by the above mentioned Club which is situated at
63/79 Seymour Street, London W2 2HF (Tel. 071 723
4474) and is similar in principle to The Union Jack Club.
Annual Membership Fee is £10.00 per member inclusive
of V.A.T. and Life. Membership is £200 per member
inclusive of V.A.T. Application forms can be obtained
from the Club.

St David’s Home

St David’s Home for disabled sailors, soldiers and airmen,
Castlebar Hill, Ealing, London W5 ITE is an excellent
Nursing Home, set in delightful surroundings in West
London. it has 54 beds. The Home is supported financially
by the Army Benevolent Fund. They currently have a very
short waiting list - 3 - and they are looking for others to
add to their list. Any one wishing to register with the Home
should either write to the Nursing Manager/Administrator,
Mr Tom Connell, at the above address or telephone him on
081997 5121.

Regimental History as seen by G. Robinson

In January 1816 the 2nd Queen’s was ordered to Barbados in the

From Bassingbourn to Surrey

Some of the members who visit Bassingbourn on Regimental
occasions may have little knowledge of its previous history
or occupants, but certainly one of its former residents had an
adventurous occasion which gave him an abrupt and
unpremeditated association with Surrey if not with its
Regiments.
In December 1943 Bassingbourn was the base of the 324th
Bombardment Squadron of the United States Air Force.
Operating Boeing Flying Fortresses they were engaged in
daylight attacks over Europe. On December 31st 2nd Lt.
Wayne D. Hedglin, U.S.A.F., was returning from such a
mission. With navigational aids damaged, in bad weather
and in failing daylight, he was hopelessly lost and circling
wildly over the Staines area trying to find a landing place.
Eventually he crash landed in fields near Egham and
although the plane was damaged all members of the crew
were unhurt. At first they thought they had landed in
enemy occupied France but their joy knew no bounds when
they found they were in England.
They were quickly returned to base to rejoin Squadron
colleagues who, incidentally, were known as the “Ragged
Irregulars”, a term which I am sure could in no way be
applied to Bassingbourn’s present tenants.

RF

West Indies but before embarking the regiment proceeded to the 1sle

of Wight 'in order to be augmented ‘from the best description of deserters in prison there in order to complete the quota of the regiment

before Jorwarding it to the Windward 1sles’

The regiment embarked on the 24th of April 1816 complete with 300 enlisted men from the 1sle of Wight Depot for ‘Deserters. 246 of
H‘"’ff men were being sent abroad in commutation of punishment and two were to serve abroad for life. Each deserter was given a ‘bounty’
9j thre e guineas and having received this by June of 1816, 18 had managed to desert once again.

B he regiment was inspected at St. Anne’s, Barbados on the 30th of October 1816 and at this Colonel Codd, the inspecting officer and a
man of some perception, reported very badly on the 300 men received from the 1sle of Wight. 94 Couri Martials had been held resulting
* 90 convictions and 18,500 lashes being awarded as punishment with but 2,350 of these being remitted. This fine body of men was
f transferred to the York Chasseurs and as John ‘Davis comments ‘no doubt the officers of the Queen’s were much pleased to get rid

of them’. So too was the poor N.C.0. who had to inflict all those lasfies!
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Barrack Room Ballads by Rudyard Kipling

By the old Moulmein Pagoda, lookin’ eastward to the sea.
There’s a Burma girl a-settin’, and 1 Know she thinks o’ me;

For the wind is in the palm-trees,

and the temple-bells they say: ‘\ _

‘Come you back, you British soldier;
come you back to Mandalay!’
Come you back to Mandalay,

Where the old Flotilla lay:

Can’t you ‘ear their paddles chunKin’
[from Rangoon to Mandalay?

On the road to Mandalay,
Where the flyin’-fishes play,
An’ the dawn comes up lie thunder
outer China ‘crost the Bay!

"Er petticoat was yaller an’ ‘er (ittle
cap was green,

An’ ‘er name was Supi-yaw-lat -
Jjes’ the same as Theebaw’s Queen.
An’ 1 seed her first a-smoKin’ of a

whacKin’ white cheroot,

An’ a-wastin’Christian Kisses on an
‘eathen idol’s foot:
Bloomin’ idol made o’ mud -
Wot they called the Great Gawd
Budd -

PlucKy lot she cared for idols when 1
Kissed ‘er where she stud!

On the road to Mandalay...

When the mist was on the rice-fields
an’ the sun was droppin’ slow,
She'd git ‘er little banjo
an’ she’d sing’ Kulla-lo-lol’
With ‘er arm upon my shoulder
an’’er cheek agin my cheek,
We useter watch the steamers
an’'the hathis pilin’ teak,

Llephints a-pilin’ teak,

In the sludgy, squdgy creek,

MANDALAY

Corporal, The Queen’s Royal (West Surrey) Regiment

Burma c 1887

Where the silence ‘ung that ‘eavy you was

‘arf afraid to speak!

On the road to Mandalay...

But that’s all shove be’ind me - long ago an’ fur away.
An’ there ain’t no ‘busses runnin’ from the BanK to Mandalay;

An’ 1’m learnin’ ‘ere in London wha
the ten-year soldier tells:

"1f you'v ‘eard the East-a-callin’,
you won’t never ‘eed naught else.’
No! you wont ‘eed nothin’ else
But them spicy garlic smells,
An’ the sunshine an’ the palm-trees
an’ the tinkly temple-bells;

On the road to Mandalay ...

1 am sick 0’ wastin’ leather on these
Jgritty pavin’-stones,

An’ the blasted Henglish drizzle
wakes the fever in my bones;
Tho’ 1 walks with fifty ‘ousemaids
outer Chelsea to the Strand,
An’ they talks a lot o’ lovin’, but
wot do they understand?
Beefy face an’ grubby ‘and -
Law! wot do they understand?
1’ve a neater, sweeter maiden in a
cleaner, greener land!

On the road to Mandalay ...

Ship me somewheres east of Suez,
where the best is liKe the worst,
Where there aren’t no Ten
Commandments an’ a
man can raise a thirst;

For the temple-bells are callin’, an’
it’s there that 1 would be -

By the ofd Moulmein Pagoda,
looking lazy at the sea;

On the road to Mandalay,
Where the old Flotilla lay,
With our sicK beneath the awnings
when we went to Mandalay!

O the road to Mandalay,

Where the flyin’-fishes play,

An’ the dawn comes up like thunder outer

China ‘crost the Bay!

The Association is most grateful to The Pompadour Gallery and the artist Bryan Fosten for allowing us to reproduce this
ballad and picture. It is taken from a book recently published by The Pompadour Gallery, entitled KIPLING'S SOLDIERS

written by George and Christopher Newark and illustrated by B. Fosten.
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