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On that day, 50 years ago, 13] (Queen’s) Brigade had
embarked and were waiting to cross the channel. Only then
could the soldiers be briefed for their part in the battles to
come.

The roof was then raised with the familiar hymn ‘For all
the Saints who from their labours rest’ .... The Regimental
Collects followed with the blessings.

The moving hymn, the last verse of ‘Eternal Father’, sung
kneeling closed the service. Then up stiff as ramrods,
finding the trouser seam for the National Anthem.

The March Past

Members who were going to parade formed up alongside
the Cathedral for the march past under Brigadier R W
Acworth CBE. As there were at least two Regular
Regimental Sergeant Majors to sort everyone out, this was
performed with precision. Then, headed by the Regimental
Association standard, carried by Tony Ramsey MM, with
Tommy Atkins as left marker, the marvellous strains of
‘Braganza’ greeted the onlookers as the Band, led by
Drum Major Geoff Fairfax, swung round the corner
towards the saluting basc. The music changed to ‘Lass o’
Gowrie’, ‘A Southerly Wind and a Cloudy Sky’ and finally
the new arrangement of ‘The Farmer’s Boy’ (Royal
Hampshires) and ‘Soldiers of the Queen’ (Queen’s), being
the new Regimental March.

Then, file after file, at least 200 veterans (the fashionable
name for us) passed the President standing in the sunshine
on the Cathedral steps, flanked by In-Pensioners
Dickason, Kershaw and Henderson MM from the Royal
Hospital, Chelsea.

Colonel John Davidson with his long suffering storeman
A Lefevre.

Fheir parade duties over, the Kohima Band gave us a
pleasant concert outside the Cathedral on the grass. Some

members went to the Refectory for a quick one before
going their separate ways, a good number went down to
Sandfield Terrace, the TA centre in Guildford where 5
Queen’s OMA had laid on a buffet lunch while others went
to Clandon Park. The Regimental Service was over for
another year.

Then home to watch the wonderful TV coverage of the
events in Normandy ‘Lest we forget’ is engraved on many
memorials. This June it had been made abundantly clear
that we and the Nation do not forget our comrades lying
in some corner of a foreign field, be it Normandy, Africa,
Italy, Burma, Siam or Malaya.
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Queen Alexandra Hospital Home

One of the most satisfying aspects of being a Trustee of
our Association Funds lies in the opportunities it affords
to help those of our members in need, particularly those
who suffer severe incapacity or disablement. Benevolence
being our principal objective, the Trustees make grants
and donations not only to individuals to relieve poverty,
suffering, disability and hardship, but also to several
institutions who provide our members in need with longer
term care than we are able to supply or finance.

Amongst those institutions to whom the Trustees have
made donations during my Chairmanship, one of the most
worthy is the Queen Alexandra Hospital Home for
Ex-servicemen. As its name implies it is both a Hospital
providing first class medical services with access to first
class surgery, and a Nursing Home. It opened at
Roehampton shortly after the end of World War 1, and
moved to its present location at Gifford House Worthing
in 1933. It is a registered Charity and its President is Her
Majesty the Queen Mother.
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The Chairman, Colonel W E McConnell handing over the
Associations cheque to Major General Sir Philip Ward.

Since opening it has cared for more of our old comrades
than we can account for (though we can account for some
14 of them in the last 5 years) some of them for holidays
or convalescence and some on a permanent basis.
Moreover, I was informed, they have never refused
admission to any of our members who have been
recommended by our Association! I was therefore curious
to see the Hospital for myself and that curiosity was
satisfied earlier this summer when accompanied by our
Honorary Secretary I was privileged to see over Gifford
House and hand to the Chairman of Governors, Major
General Sir Philip Ward a donation from this Association.

The Hospital is well and professionally managed and
staffed by people who quite obviously care for those in
their charge. Their stated aims are:-







Stoughton Barracks

The proposed new entrance

The barracks today is a sad place, the demolition men are
knocking down buildings and cutting new roads. Its new
name will be Cardwells Keep and it is possible that the
roads will be named after regimental personalities.

Cardwells Keep is to be a luxury housing complex and
work will continue for some time into the future. It is
hoped too that a memorial will be erected within the old
Depot area.

When more details are known we shall publish a full report
in this Newsletter. Shown above is the keep and entrance
to the Depot as many of us recall it. The photos below
show some of the work currently in hand.

The Keep from the new main entrance A fond memory

Red brick barracks, on the hill,
Now deserted, silent, still,
The walls all crumbling, gashed and torn,
The empty flag-pole stands forlorn.

The gates, once polished shiny bright,
Are red with rust, and locKed up tight,
This place, once a Regiment’s womb,
Now stands silent as a tomb.

Nothing left to tell the story
Of the Regiment’s fame and glory,
Not an echo of the bugle calls,
Which once rang round the barrack walls.

T'was here men came to learn to fight

N e For all the things they thought were right.
! ’ A From village and city here they came,
To learn to play the soldiering game.

For some it was heaven, for some it was hell,
But when they left, they could play it well,
And through the gates they marched with precision,
To add to their Regiment’s finest tradition.

Rich men, poor men, villains and cranks,
All could be found in those disciplined ranks.
From here to India, China, Iraq,
There were many of them, who would never come back.

But those who returned
Are proud men still,
To have served in those barracKs,
Up on the Aill.
P-V-M

The accomodation blocks




For the Record

A most interesting diary has been received recently,
written by Alan Robson Smith formerly of the 6th East
Surrey Regiment, it tells of adventurous travels and
soldiering during the First World War.

Enlisting at Kingston-upon-Thames in August, 1914,
doubtless as one of the initial rush of volunteers of the
time, the writer maintains a beautifully written chronicle
of events. Following some rather hurried training in Kent,
he and his compatriots from the Home Counties Division
left Canterbury West Station en route to India via
Southampton.

Grantully Castle

Embarked on 30th October, 1914, in the troopship
“Grantully Castle”, part of a convoy, he watched the
shores of England disappear and was soon on the high
seas. The still raw semi- recruits underwent all the usual
novel experiences of ship-board life such as hammock
slinging, food spillage on heaving decks and seasickness.
A particularly rough passage through the Bay of Biscay
only accentuated matters and all were relieved when the
Rock of Gibraltar came in sight. Passage through the
Straits not only gave the troops interesting views of the
Rock and the opposing North African coast but, with
pleasurable relief, introduced them to the brighter weather
and calmer waters of the Mediterranean sea.

Entry was made into Malta Harbour for the purpose of
landing two sick soldiers for hospital treatment but
otherwise no shore leave was given. Allied naval vessels,
including submarines and the French battleship
Charlmange, were much in evidence as were the usual
crowd of boatmen plying their various trades and skills.

At Port Said the ship took on coal, a noisy business which,
continuing into the night, prevented the troops getting
much sleep, and entry was then made into the Suez Canal,
passing the statue of Ferdinand-de-Lesseps on the way.
During the passage through the Canal other troops were
seen on the shores, including the Highland Light Infantry
and the Camel Corps. Heat was by now becoming a
problem in the close confines of the troopship and many
men were sleeping on deck when opportunity presented
itself. War news was now being received by wireless
including an erroneous report that the Grantully Castle
herself had been sunk by a Turkish cruiser. A correction
report was hastily dispatched. At Port Said and Port
Tewfik some shore leave was allowed but was marred by
bad weather. Turbulent waters made passage to and from
the shore difficult and sometimes impossible, while on
land sandstorms produced misery and discomfort.

By the time the Red Sea was entered life on board ship was
becoming almost unbearable for the troops. Excessive
heat, cramped conditions and the poor food all contributed
to their discontent. All were heartily sick of the voyage
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and wished for its end. If their bodily welfare was
suffering, some effort was obviously being made to
maintain their spiritual well being as Divine Service was
conducted by the Colonel accompanied by the Regimental
Band. Efforts to organise sporting events were made but
were not a success due to lack of interest by the NCO’s.

At Aden the Australian cruiser HMAS Sydney, fresh from
her victorious action with the German cruiser Emden, was

seen, as were ships carrying contingents of Australian
troops to Egypt.

Continuing the voyage across the Indian Occan, the spirits
of the troops rose as the end of their long journey was
envisaged. They landed at Bombay, “The Gate of India”
on 2nd December, 1914. To the now well seasoned
soldiers of The East Surrey Regiment it was to be a “Gate
to Adventures”, all thankfully to be recorded in “The
Diary”. From “The Gate of India” the writer and his
companions commenced their journey across the country
by rail, following a route that was doubtless familiar to
their forefathers. Sunrises, sunsets, moonlight nights and
surrounding scenery were all entrancing to the new
arrivals as the train continued on its way.

During a halt at Shansi, recently vacated by the 2nd East
Surreys enroute to France, some members of the Battalion
rearguard were encountered who imparted much
information to the newcomers. (How much of the
information was old soldiers’ yarns is doubtless open to
speculation.)

Passing through Cawnpore and Lucknow (both of Indian
Mutiny notoriety) journey’s end was eventually reached at
F)fzabad where the travel weary troops de-trained at the
military rail siding. From there, headed by the band of a
Brahmin Regiment, they marched to barracks with their
baggage being transported on mule and bullock wagons.
On arrival in the new quarters their first meal was goat
stew which, although hungry, the troops did not
particularly welcome. (Poor food seems to have been a
recurring complaint). Beds were rudimentary, consisting
merely of sheets of corrugated iron. A point of justifiable
importance in army life in India was the periodic reading
to the troops of the Indian Rifle Act, emphasising the need
for security of weapons. Loss of same, by any means, was
a very serious offence.

Attempts were soon made to brighten up the barracks,
probably with the forthcoming Xmas in mind, and prizes
were offered for the three best decorated bungalows. First
prize was won by B Company. Christmas Day 1914, in
brilliant warm
sunshine
seemed more
like English
mid-summer to
the troops sit-
ting on their
verandahs after
breakfast. Xmas
dinner was the
traditional
turkey and
pudding. The
Colonel and
members of his
staff visited the
mess rooms to
wish compli-
ments of the

Typical
Bed space




season and many toasts were proposed including one to
“Comrades in France”. New Year’s Day, 1915, as was the
practice in India, was set aside for large scale
demonstrative parades for proclamation of the reigning
sovereign as King Emperor of India. The darker side of
Indian life was made apparent some nights later when
thieves or “loose wallahs” as they were known, ransacked
a bungalow and stabbed a British soldier with a knife. The
battalion later moved to Kotwa, 150 miles South of
Fyzabad. The regimental police, of whom the writer was
one, were left behind to guard the bungalows and personal
equipment. As is frequently shown in the diary, the writer
took full advantage of opportunities to visit the
surrounding countryside and places of interest, one such
being the monkey temple near the River Gogra. The
monkeys, in the eyes of the Hindus, were apparently
regarded as sacred, but the crocodiles in the nearby river
were not granted such reverence. An interesting relic seen
in a village near Fyzabad was a memorial tablet erected to
commemorate a victory gained by the sepoys over British
troops during the Indian Mutiny. (Surprisingly, the British
seem to have allowed it to remain there).

Regimental Bazaar Fyzabad

The Museum at Fyzabad excited interest, containing
among other things the skeletons of different wild animals
found in the country. The remains of crocodiles were
adorned with brass plates showing when and where shot.

At about this time (1915) the writer did not confine his
thoughts to the entries in his diary but wrote a very
fulsome and descriptive letter to a lady called “Ciss”,
presumably back in England.

The importance of animals in draught work is shown by
the fact that elephants could be hired for such purposes.
Much Army transport was carried out by means of mules
and bullocks, either by pulling wagons or carrying pack
loaQs. On onc occasion, as mentioned in the letter to
“Ciss”, a mule which bolted when carrying Battalion
ammunition had to be shot, presumably to prevent its load
falling into the wrong hands.

The magnificence of the King’s Tomb and Begum’s Tomb
at Fyzabad were truly appreciated but found to be in stark
contrast to the poverty of the lower class natives and
humcrous beggars to be found in the vicinity.

After a month’s absence the main body of the battalion
returned to Fyzabad after a strenuous period of training.
Ong member was tragically absent, having been drowned
while bathing in a pool at Kotwa. Another member, a close
friend of the writer, died shortly after the battalion’s
return and was buried with full military honours. (One
more honourable example of “the price of Empire”).

The stay at Fyzabad was short as the battalion was soon
moved to Rawalpindi, arriving there on March 17th, 1915.
Their train journey was not without incident as fifteen

stowaways were found in the carriages of the
accompanying menial followers.

As was his habit the writer took full notice of points of
interest on his journey and during a stop at Lahore he took
a trip into the city by tonga. On the continuing journey he
was much impressed by the increasing beauty of the
scenery and by the fine structure of the bridges and
viaducts crossing the various rivers and waterways.
Arrival at Rawalpindi was in the early hours of a very
chilly morning, so chilly in fact that an issue of hot mitk
was made to the troops on detraining. They were soon
installed in barracks and once more emphasis was laid on
the security of rifles. Rawalpindi was apparently known
as the “Aldershot of India”, many regiments being
garrisoned there so as to be readily available for dispatch
to any frontier disturbance. The garrison was an
interesting mix of infantry, cavalry, mountain artillery,
camel corps and mule transport.

English Church Murree 1915

The writer’s sightseeing activities were somewhat
curtailed when an outbreak of fever caused the native
quarter of the city and surrounding villages to be put out
of bounds. The European quarter was still open to access
although presence of troops was not always welcome there
as was shown by the notices displayed at the entrances to
some parks and public gardens stating “Soldiers and dogs
not admitted”. A club was provided for the use of officers
and civilians and this served a dual purpose by being
designated and equipped for use as an armed fortress in
case of emergency. Such emergency would be proclaimed
by three booms from the arsenal guns, all of which were
trained in readiness on to the native parts of the city. Some
troubles on the frontier resulted in dispatch of mountain
artillery and native troops, some of whom incur casualties.
Frontier warfare is reported as being particularly
barbarous, mutilation of dead and wounded by natives
being commonplace.

The month of May saw departure of the Battalion to
Kuldana in the Murree Hills. The journey to Kuldana was
accomplished without serious mishap, movement being by
way of route march accompanied by a string of baggage
bearing animal transport. Due to excessive day time heat
travel was by night by the light of the moon. An unusual
health protection measure was the fact that personnel were
allowed to smoke when passing a leper hospital, the idea
being that the smoke would ward off the germs.

When the final and apparently steep, climb to the hills
began some of the baggage was off loaded from the mules
and placed on spare camels of which the writer had to take
charge of four. Something of a traffic jam occurred when
a number of ascending camels met a descending column
in a narrow part of the track. Other difficulties
encountered were the passage of bullock carts with native
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Cassino

What does “Cassino” mean to you? It will of course
depend on your age. If you are under 70 it possibly
conjures up images of Monte Carlo, Calais or somewhere
else on the continent where you could gamble, roulette,
blackjack etc. If you are over 70 it may bring back
memories of a bigger gamble - the battles for Cassino in
central Italy. Just over 50 years ago it was a very big
gamble for the Allied armies in Europe.

In early September 1943 the Allies tackled the “soft
underbelly” of Europe. A joint force of British and
Canadian troops from Montgomery’s Eighth Army landed
at Reggio in the tip of the toe of Italy, and a newly formed
Fifth Army, a mixed British and American force under
Mark Clark landed at Salerno near Naples. At times the
position at Salerno was very precarious but the Eighth
Army made relatively good progress.

Having retreated steadily before the U.S.5th and British
8th Army during the Autumn of 1943 the Germans elected
to stand for the winter on the general line
IQRTONA—MINJURNO. This was known as the GUSTAV
ine.

A better position suited naturally to defence could not
have been chosen. Here the Italian peninsular fines down
to its narrowest, giving the shortest possible line.

From the Allies point of view, communications were poor;
there were a lack of lateral and axial roads. Here the
rugged Appenines spread almost across the peninsula
forming a formidable and almost unbroken barrier. There
were only three routes through this barrier, which were
possible in winter.

. The East Coast route through Pescara. This is a very
narrow coastal route along which it was impossible to pass
any force of a decisive size.

2. Route 7 which runs along the narrow coastal plain
between the ARUNCI mountains and the sea and this had
been demolished beyond rapid repair.

3. The LIRI Valley and Route 6.

Here the Liri Valley was some 8-10 miles wide between
the APPENINES at CASSINO and the ARUNCI
mountains to the south.
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The Liri Valley and Route 6 offered the only opportunity
of deploying considerable forces in attack but it also
formed an ideal defensive position. To the north lie the
southern fringes of the Appenines - the two main features
being Monte Cairo 5400ft which dominates all approaches
into the mountains and to the south east the famous
Bler'ndlcline Monastery standing on Monte Cassino 1700ft
giving unrivalled observation on all approaches from the

East and the South. The River Rapido rushes down the
mountains through the town of Cassino and joins the River
Gari and together race pell mell to join the River Liri and
becomes the River Garigliano.

The battle for Cassino really consisted of four battles.
First Battle 17 Jan 1944 to 11 Feb 1944,

This was not a set piece battle but a continuation of the
general advance up Italy by the 5th U.S.Army with the
10th British Corps and the French Expeditionary Force.

The British secured a bridgehead over the Garigliano and
the French captured and held Mt Trochio. The Americans
crossed the Rapido and hoped to capture S. Angelo. They
ran into trouble and were savagely attacked. By noon on
the 22 Jan they were almost out of ammunition and that
night the remnants that could swim came back. In 48 hours
the Division had lost 681 men. Having failed to the South
of Cassino the U.S.Corps were ordered to attack from the
North. There was very heavy fighting and the infantry
battled into the mountains and captured the village of
Cairo to their north; the French captured and held Monte
Belvedere.

During the next ten days the Americans made 3 major
attempts to break through to Route 6. Firstly Monte
Masola and Castellone were captured and they reached
what became known as “The BOWL” - along feature some
half mile N.W of the Monastery but this was
overshadowed by the enemy held PT 593 Monte Calverio.
The Germans had well sited machine gun positions
mounted in steel capsules. Between 8th and 11th Feb the
Americans made their final attempt to storm Monastery
Hill and Cassino Town but they were not successful. They
had made splendid efforts but the enemy defensive
positions were too good and when finally relieved many
of the Americans were numbed with cold and exhaustion.
They were relieved by 2 N.Z.Division and 4 Indian
Division which had been formed into the Second New
Zealand Corps. The New Zealanders took over the front
opposite Cassino and the Indian Division took over in the
mountains.

2nd Battle 15-18 Feb 1944

The position at Anzio was grim and so in an endeavour to
relieve the pressure 2 N.Z.Corps were to attack and open
up Route 6. The Allies considered that the key to the
defence was the Monastery itself. They assumed that the
Monastery was occupied by the Germans and manned as a
vital strong point; this was in spite of the assurance given
to the Vatican by the Germans that their troops would not
] oceupy the Abbey.

N\ % So on the morning
CENTRAL i of Tuesday 15 Feb,

ITALY % ,{IHR 254 B17s of 96

‘.:.«\\1 ! Bombardment group
© A (U.S) attacked the
o Monastery. The

o morning bomb-
ardment comprised
257 tons of 5001b
bombs and 59 tons
of 1001b incen-
diaries. The after-
noon formation
dropped 283 bombs
cach weighing 1000
Ibs. All observers
agree that it was a
remarkable feat of
precision bombing.
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The monastery was in ruins. The west wall had totally
collapsed and the whole side of the building along a length
of about 100 yds had simply caved in. But when the
bombing stopped the Germans made defensive positions
in the rubble.

At the time therc was much argument as to whether the
Monastery had been occupied or not. It now seems ccrtain
that it was not. But the Germans had strong positions just
outside the walls. It is reported that in at least one instance
an ammunition dump was crecated in a cave which
extended right underneath the walls.

Units of 4 Indian Div attacked Pt 593 but were not
successful. Meanwhile a Maori battalion of the N.Z.Div
attacked and captured Cassino Station in spite of heavy
flooding and no tank support. They were forced to
withdraw from the station but remained in possession of a
small bridge over the Rapido.

The 3rd Battle of Cassino 15-20 March 1944

At Anzio the final German thrust was halted and then the
British and American mounted a very successful counter
attack. The Anzio beachhead was securc. The Germans
had suffered over 5,000 casualties. So it was decided to
concentrate on Cassino and Monastery Hill. The New
Zealanders would attack Cassino town from the north and
also take Castle Hill, which when captured would be
handed over to the 4th Indian Division. From herc 4 Indian
Div would attack Monastery Hill and the Monastery itself.
78 British Div and an American Tank Brigade would be in
reserve and rcady to exploit. The whole infantry attack
would be preceded by a heavy air attack on Cassino.

The weather was not in the Allics favour and the air attack
was postponed daily. On 15 March the weather cleared,
the bombers took off and dropped about 1,000 tons of HE
on Cassino town. At mid-day the New Zcalanders
supported by tanks advanced [rom the north into the town.

Gradually the Germans emerged from the ruins and liring
on the New Zealanders took toll of the infantry; the tanks
were held up by the rubble. The opposition incrcascd and
so the advance slowed and was finally held up and down
came the rain lilling the ditches and bomb craters.

Castle Hill had been captured and with great difficulty
handed over to 4 Indian Div who then moved on to
Hangmans Hill. By Friday 17th March part of Cassino
town and the station were held by the New Zealanders and
the Indians held Castle Hill and Hangmans Hill. But things
were very difficult especially supplies to the Indians. By
night the 4th Indian Div was re-inforced with the object of
attacking and capturing Monastery Hill on Sunday 19th
March. They were all ready for the attack when the
Germans pul in a very strong attack from Monastery Hill.
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There was very heavy close quarter fighting. The Germans
reformed and re-attacked a couple of times but without
success. There were heavy casualties on both sides and the
attack on Monastery Hill was postponed.

The Gurkas of 4 Indian Div withdrew from Hangmans Hill
to re-inforce Castle Hill and then handed over to 78 British
Div who also took over some of the mountain positions,
including the Bowl. It was during this period that |

Surreys in 11 Bde of 78 British Div held an arca round the
“Bowl”.

BHQ and S Coy HQ were actually in the Bowl, but the rifle
companies were on the exposed rocky ridges known as the
Snakes Head and Phantom Ridge. Movement outside the
“Bowl” was impossiblc cxcept at dark and the journey to
and from the “Bowl!” was very tricky cxcept at night and
all supplics were made by mules mainly at night, but even
places out of sight of the enemy were stonked both by
night and day.

I Surreys were on the Cassino front from 22 Feb to 18
May. Initially they were on the banks of the Rapido
opposite San Angelo during the second battle of Cassino.
They were relicved on 23 March. On 27 March they moved
to the Bowl area and on 27 April they were relicved by the
Poles after 28 days ol extremely dangerous discomfort. 15
May saw the 1 Surreys ready to participate in the final
Cassino battle.

4th and Final Battle of Cassino 11-15 May 1944

Weather had been an important factor in the previous
battles. With the coming of spring the ground began to dry,
rivers and streams shrunk to constant flow and on roads
and tracks the mud began to disappear; aircraft and tanks
would no longer be bogged down. The overall plan for the
May offensive was for the Polish Corps to by-pass Cassino
and Monastery Hill to the north and to sweep down on
Route 6 from behind Cassino to the south. The French
Expeditionary Corps were to thrust through the mountains
to the south of the River Liri.







line is “We are The D Day Dodgers, the Boys of the 8th
Army”.

3. Reeds the paper manufacturers have built a factory
on Point 36.

“Wheu dicy call us D-Day Dodgers—which D-Day do they mean, old man?”

4. The Autostrada del Sol which runs the length of
Italy crosses the River Rapido (Gari) more or less on the
boundary linc between 4th British Division and 8th Indian
Division.

5. in the Cassino Town Hall there is a photograph of a
patrol of 1/6 Surreys going through the ruins of the Town.

“Since writing the above article I was chatting to General
Mike Reynolds about Cassino and he told me the
following story”.

In 1982 I was duc to attend a Nato conference in Naples
and having been to Cassino I decided to arrive a day early
so that I could do so. A very nice and knowledgeablc
young British SAS major guided me on a fascinating study
of the Cassino battles and the surrounding area, including
thre war cemeterics.

The following day at lunch I was sitting next to the
General von Senger und Etterling, the German
Commander-in-Chief Allied Forces Central Europe, and
knowing that his father had been the German commander
at Cassino 1 mentioned my visit. He smiled and said, “you
know that story that there were no Germans in the
monastery before it was bombed?” “Yes” I replicd. “Well
it’s not truc - my father went to Mass there every day!”

TAB
Cassino Patrol

Cassino Patrol survivors met again for the first time in
over 50 ycars.

On the night of 23 March 1944, a [ive man patrol, from 16
Platoon, D Coy Ist Battalion The East Surrey Regiment
was ambushed at Cassino.

Just over fifty years later, three of the four survivors met
up again in London, at a reunion, on June | 1th. The fourth
survivor of the patrol, Bruce Hart of Haylc in Cornwall
was not able to travel up to London. The other three arc
Col John Woodhouse MC (then Lt John Woodhouse MC),
John was on his first patrol with his new company, D
Company. He had the misfortunc of being taken prisoncr
thus spending the remainder of the War in Europe as a
POW, so too did Private Vic James. Vic was also wounded
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during the ambush he was at the front of the patrol. Private
Bruce Hart and Lance Corporal Tony Moody were able to
get away. The Company commander of “D” Company
Major E Harvey, was killed in the ambush. Major Harvey,
was a good company Commander, he was well thought ol
and respected by the men of D Coy.

At the reunion there were three other veterans. Two from
the Battle Patrol, Len Wood MM and Frank Cage, a
stretcher bearer from B Coy and Tony Ramscy MM, now
all past seventy but still about, here is the traditional
photograph, taken by Vic James.

Back Row L 1o R: Vic James, Tony Ramsey MM, Tony Moody,
Frank Gage.
Front Row L to R: Len Wood MM, Col John Woodhouse MC.

Needless to say, yarns were swapped and as is usual, a

goo‘d time was had by all. All look forward to meeting up
again at the reunion of The East Surrey’s at Clapham
Junction, London in October.

™
Italy Revisited, May 94

Ray Roberts and Larry Fish hcaded for
[taly, in early May, to attend the 50th
anniversary of the battles (4) of Monte
Cassino, the site of the fortress-like
Benedictine abbey which stood in the
path of the Allied armies.

In company of some 40 ex-members of their wartime
formation, 78 British Battleaxe Division, and their
partners, they tourcd some of the battle arcas. 78th
Division fought through North Africa, Sicily and the

entirc length of Ttaly before recaching Austria at the end of
the war.

Departing, at Cassino, from the tour format Ray and Larry
headed around the back of the Polish war memorial and
found the location of their 1944 linc positions on
Snakeshead Ridge. It was a haunting experience, cvoking

the ghosts ol past cvents and the memory of fallen
comrades.

They then paid their homage at the Commonwealth
cemetery, and unfurled a large Canadian flag which
prompted a flurry of shutter clicking as comrades-in-arms
from participating nations recorded the moment. The
Duke ol Kent, Colonel-in-Chief of Lorne Scots, placed the
first wreath at the memorial ceremony. Canadian Victoria
Cross rccipient, Smoky Smith, was encountcred as was
another member of Lorne Scots whose name, regrettably,
disappcared with the loss of a notebook.







moving. Several members of the party had taken part in
the battles for the monastery. One member, a Coldstream
Guardsman saw his brother’s resting place for the first
time in 50 years. Our piper was fully occupied at several
gravesides. At our next hotel at Vasto S.Marino there was
a party of schoolchildren from Florence. They were well
behaved and disciplined and had been told by their
teachers, who we were and what we were doing in their
country. They showed us every respect and a pleasant
evening was spent in their company.

The next day saw our visit to the River Sangro Cemetery
(2619 graves). It was my first visit there and the most
impressive of all the settings I have seen, set in the side of
a valley, in the form of a semi circle, for all the world like
an amphitheatre. Not for the first time on this trip there
were tears. On to the Moro River Canadian Cemclery
(1615 burials) where it was nice to see evidence of recent
visits by relatives in the form of fresh flowers and wreaths.
In this particular sector the Canadian Forces suffered
heavily.

The next day we moved to our permanent base in Italy the
Hotel Astoria at Cervia, where we were greeted by the
owner and his family as old friends as indeed we are. The
first day was spent sightseeing in the local market then on
to San Marino for duty free shopping. Scottish whisky at
£4.00 a bottle! One of our members from a Scottish
regiment cntlered the town on it’s liberation and he
confirmed that despite claims to the contrary, the Germans
were in occupation and using the heights for obscrvation.

Gradara Commonwealth War Cemetery

Our next
cemetery to be
visited was
Montechio (582
graves) a small
neat cemetery
set on the side
of a hill, but
against a busy
main road and
not as peaceful
as some.Moving
on to Gradara
(1192 burials)
where | had a
personal
mission to lay a
cross of remem-
brance and
photograph a
grave for a
neighbour
whose brother
lies there. She
had never had
the opportunity to visit or even sce a photograph of the
grave and [ was plcascd to do this and with a small
ceremony with the piper playing 1 was able to give her a
whole series of pictures.

Hm‘mﬂ,,,u,

l’lpc M(Um Lddie Mcllale, The Black Watch
with two members from 2/7th Queen’s, Alf
Morris and Graham Swain ar the grave of
Captain G N Prosser (20.9.44).

It was here that Alf Morris (2/7th Queens) and ! came
across the graves of Captain G.N. Prosscr (20 Sept. 1944)
and Captain (QM) A. Manners MC (3rd Sept. 1944) both
2/7th Quceens, Alf had sadly been present when Captain
Manners was killed and had taken care of him. We jointly
paid our respects with the piper playing the [ament.

The memories of the ominous Coriano Ridge were revived
when we came to that cemetery (1940 graves). Due to
uncxplained atmospheric conditions many of the graves
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were discoloured with a brown appearance. Many Queens
men lying there. This cemetery, as was every one we
visited was in an immaculate condition and cvidence of
the care and attention by the Italian gardeners, some of
whom over the years have become friends. If relatives of
the fallen could sce how their loved ones are cared for it
would be of immense comfort.

Coming now to the end of our pilgrimage we held our
customary parade in Cervia with a small ceremony at the
Naval memorial. This year our visit coincided with the
50th Anniversary of the liberation of the town and in our
honour, their celebration was brought forward to allow us
to take part before we left. The British Naval attache from
Rome, Captain Reid RN attended and took the salute at the
end of the ceremony. We were welcomed by the Mayor
and about 5000 townsfolk who turned out to greet us and
we were invited to accompany them and the town band to
circuit the town and lay wreaths at several sites where
Canadian soldiers and Partisans had been killed. The day
finished with a celebratory lunch with our Naval friends
some 10 courses all with a fish content and accompanying
wine!!

Thus ended a most memorable pilgrimage and the next day
we were on our way ‘back to Blighty’ with many
friendships made and renewed and the fecling of
comradeship which was as strong as ever. There werc
many lighter moments but this report has of necessity been
shortened because of lack of space.

This leads on to our next event in Canterbury on Sunday
May 22nd 1994. The Association had long felt that a
permanent memorial to the fallen in Italy was needed in
the U.K. and Canterbury was chosen as a most appropriate
venue, with its long association with pilgrims and of its
place in our heritage. We negotiated with the City council
and were given permission to erect our memorial on a plot
in Westgate Gardens. The memorial was commissioned
and the cost raised by subscriptions. All the groundwork,
digging the foundations and associated work was done by
members of our East Kent branch. No mean feat for men
all in their mid 70s. On May 22nd we held our annual
luncheon in the Westgate Hall and 310 members sat down
to lunch in the presence of our patron Field Marshal Sir
Pcter Inge GCB the Chief of the Defence Staff and Lady
Inge, The Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress of Canterbury
and our President Col. W. Pryke MBE. During his specch
our patron paid us the compliment of acknowledging the
example we had set by our service and dedication and of
the comradeship which was so evident at the gathering and
he praised the young servicemen and women of today who
followed our example. The Lord Mayor also madc a most
moving and cloquent speech, entirely in keeping with the
most solemn cvent we were about to take part in.

L.unch over we gathered before a crowd ol about 1000
members of the public for a moving service of Dedication
and Remembrance. The drums of 5th Bn The Princess of
Wales’s Royal Regiment, formed the centre piece for the
ceremony and the Union Standard and our National
Standard were draped over the drums. Our Patron unveiled
the memorial and it was dedicated by the Rev. George
Glew (Hon C.F.) to our Fallen Comrades.

Headed by Pipes and Drums, we marched proudly through
the City of Canterbury where the salute was taken by the
Field Marshal. We were joined in the march (some 500
strong) by contingents from The Royal Hampshire
Regimental Association, The Burma Star Association, The
Buffs Association, The Normandy Veterans Association,
the MOTHS (the Memorable Order of Tin Hats, I believe)

and many standards from the Royal British Legion.






















The Battle of The Glorious First of June

This year the Regiment has celebrated a landmark
anniversary of one of our most important battle honours.
I do not refer to the event which took place on the sixth of
June, after all that was a mere fifty years ago. No, I refer
to the event which took place on the First of June two
hundred years ago-The Glorious First of June.

Their Lordships of The Admiralty were approached and
asked how they intended to commemorate this
anniversary. Answer-they intended to do nothing!
Apparently they were too busy with matter concerning D
Day, and anyway they could not possibly commemorate
the 200th anniversaries of all our Naval victories of the
Napoleonic wars and Trafalgar would do very nicely!
Luckily The National Maritime Museum at Greenwich,
supported by the Socicty for Nautical Research, came to
the rescue. It was decided to hold a one-day conference
and dinner on the bicentenary to cclebrate and re-examine
!hIS controversial battle. Thus it was that RHQ received an
invitation to send a representative to the event and I, being
available, was selected. Having studied the participation
of The Qucens Royal Regiment in the battle 1 set off
feeling cquipped to play my part, albeit small in the
conference.

As the battle was claimed as a victory by both the English
and the French protagonists, it was the intention of the
conference to examine the view of both sides in the
conflict as well as the importance of the grain convoy the
French flect set out to protect, and the cultural responses
to the event. As part of the conference the Muscum opened
a small cxhibition of pictures, artefacts and manuscripts
relating to the battle.

Admiral of The Fleet Lord Lewin, a former Chief of the
quencc Staff, and Admiral Kessler from France, were
Joint hosts and with contributions from American, French
and English historians the conference generated an
Interesting academic discussion and, proved to be an
exciting celebratory event. The presence of Lord Howe, a
direct descendant of the victorious Admiral, made the
conference morc poignant.

S;ldly Professor Laurence Evans who was due to present
his paper on “The convoy, the grain, and their influence
on the French Revolution” died a few weeks before the
event and his paper was read to us by his brother. I learnt
!hat The French Revolution had caused a shortage of food
in France and starvation threatened in 1794. A grain
convoy of over two hundred ships had been organised in
America, and it would appcar that Lord Howe’s orders
were to prevent the convoy reaching France. The French
Fleet, intent on preventing this, lured the British out into

Ehe Atlantic where battle was eventually joined on Ist
une.

Monsieur Andrc Delaporte then presented the French view
the basis of which was that their fleet, commanded by
Admiral Villaret, had achieved it’s purpose. Although
badly mauled the French fleet had facilitated the safc
Passage of the grain convoy. Christopher Ware followed
on with the English perspective, arguing that Lord Howe
was bound to bring the French flcet to battle, the position
of which he knew, rather than sail about the Atlantic
scarching for the convoy when he had no idea of it’s
position. The flecets were evenly matched, both with
twenty-six sail of the line. The result was far from even!
The French reccived a severe battering and broke off the
battlc leaving behind one ship sunk and six capturcd while
the English lost nonc. The English casualties were 290
killed and 858 wounded, while the French were reported
to have sustained a total loss of 3,000 in killed and
wounded, a full half of which were in the six captured
ships. In England the battle was hailed as a great victory.
The English had a habit of doing rather badly in the early

stages of a war with the French, but here was a refreshing
change. The threat of the French exporting their revolution
to England and invading our shores had, for the time being
at least, been lifted.

Early in 1793 the men of the Queen’s Royal Regiment,
stationed in Dover Castle, were ordered to march to
Portsmouth in order to form marine detachments on board
ships of The Channel Fleet, and thus found themselves
serving on five ships during the battle. The 100 gun Queen
Charlotte, Howe’s flag ship took 137 all ranks; the 100
gun Royal George 105; The Defence, Majestic and Russell
all 74 gun ships, embarked about 80 all ranks each. During
the battle they would have been used to assist the gun
crews, fire musket volleys from the decks and act as sharp
shooters. On the Queen Charlotte, Lieutenant John
Neville was killed and Private Thomas Special died of his
wounds two days after the battle. Privates Collier, North,
Roberts and Hamilton serving on the Defence, were killed.
On the Royal George only Private John Hunt was killed,
although Private William Pearson had been killed in an
action on the 29th May. A total of, thirteen were wounded.

Dr Picter van der Merwe gave a fascinating lecturc on the
artistic reponse to the battle. He pointed out that public
reaction in Britain at the time might appear to have been
surprisingly ecstatic, but such an inaugural success had
not been seen since the Battle of Lowestoft in 1665, and
the Navy had yet to build the legend of Nelsonic
invincibility it enjoyed by the time of Trafalgar. The status
of the battle was considerably enhanced when on the 26th
June the King and Royal Family. held a naval levee on
board the Queen Charlotte in Portsmouth and presented
Lord Howe with a diamond hilted sword, valued at 3,000
guineas. Lieutenant Grey, of the Queen’s, was appointed
scnior lieutenant of the guard attending the King.

George 111 presents a diamond-hilted sword to Lord Howe
on board the “Queen Charlotte”

The excitement generated by the victory produced an
unprecedcnted level of response in pictorial and
exhibition terms. The very namc itself helped to
popularise the battle. “The Glorious First” was used in a
letter written by a Qucen’s officer the day after the battle,
and since there was no point of land after which to
conveniently name the battle, it quickly caught on.

Prints were the prime popular commercial art of the day
and artists stood to gain more from publishers
commissions than sclling paintings to individuals. The
‘Glorious First’ generated at least 33, far more than any
naval battle had done before. The work of most interest to
us is, of course, Mather Brown’s picture of Lord Howe on
the Quarter Deck of the Queen Charlotte with the
affecting death of Lieutenant Neville. Brown visited the
Queen Charlotte at Portsmouth and did individual
portraits of most of those involved.

Continued on page 50.
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Major Domoney writes:-

I was informed that Katherine Foster, daughter of Captain
T Foster 1st Bn The Queen’s Royal West Surrey Regiment
died on 15 Junc 1994, she was 87 years old. I must
congratulate you on the exccellence of the last Newsletter,
many more articles from members made interesting
reading. Drum Major ‘Pedlar’ Palmer was well known to
me, I recall him joining 2 Queen’s in India in 1924. He
was at one time my CSM and the last time we met was in
Hapi in 1945 when I was at staff college and he was round
at the salvage depot.

Neville Jackson writes from Queensland, Australia

I am retiring to our farm to grow Cabinet Timbers on a full
time basis. This is a new venture for Eileen and [ and we look
forward to it being a very rewarding expcrience. As you
know we possess 80 acres which backs onto a State Forest.
Probably Peter Durrant might have told you how I took him
into our forest and was able to show him a wild Koala.

I gather you have been sent a copy of the Church service
[ held on Ist June. I was able to celebrate 10 years of
service in Buderim and I also included a scgment in which
we celebrated 200 years since the Glorious First of June.
It was during this service that | announced I was retiring
from the parish to become a farmer.

As I told you last year we celebrated the 1st June with a
Regimental Dinner at our farm and we dressced up in our
Mess Dress for the occasion. My wife Eileen is quitc
talented in preparing for such occasions and we had
pictures of the Regimental Colours on the wall, a large
candle with the Regimental crest, and of course the dinner
table set out on our veranda.

Well this ycar we did the same again only this time in
Buderim. Tony Hewitt and his wife Elizabeth were also
present together with a couple of retired Colonels from the
Australian Corps of Transport who celebrate the Corps
birthday on Ist June. As you can see from the enclosed
photograph we once again made it a Regimental Dinner
and wore Mess Dress. I acted as the Mess President and
we completed the dinner with the usual toasts to the Queen
and the Regiment. We all thoroughly enjoyed the evening
and intend to do the same again next ycar.
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Neville Jackson with Tony Hewitt and their wives celebrating
the Glorious First of June

Last night I had a very pleasant surprise when Ron and Jan
Bathgate made a presentation to my wife and L. I had no
idea what it was but did in passing say it was wrapped in
the regimental colours of The Queens Royal Regiment.
The present was given o both of us so [ passed it over to
Eilcen to open. She began to open it and then passed it
back and said I had better open it. Well as you know it was
the Replica Drum ice bucket of The Queens Royal
Regiment. I was delighted with it especially as it came as
such a surprisc.

I have also been asked to become Chaplain to the Sth Light
Horse Memorial Regiment which resides in Gympie about
40 kms from our farm. This will give me an added interest
in my new future. They are sending some representatives
to my final service in Buderim. At the ending of the
scrvice our Bishop who will be present, will Commission
me as the 5th Light Horse Chaplain and then to the music
“Imperial Echoes” a Guard will escort Eileen and I to our
car at the door of the church and we will drive off for the
last time. I have included within the service a number of
musical items from records you sent me of the Band of The
Queen’s. The service therefore will have a very distinct
military tinge.

Well this is all for now. I look forward to receiving the
next Newsletter - and congratulate you personally on its
excellent content and quality of production.

Colonel Toby Sewell writes:-

Could I comment on an article and letter in the last quite

excellent Newsletter. Firstly - The Glorious First of June
by LWG.

There was of course no HMS Excellent in the Middle East
in 1944: the connection as always was through Royal Navy
Gunnery officers, who had been trained at Whale Island,
the navy team on Ist Junc 1944 being captained by
Commodore Stevens Chief of Staff to the C-in-C Levant
and Eastern Mediterranean. The match was won by the
Queen’s by 88 runs.

It was not this match that was attended by General Sir
Harold Alexander - he would have been too busy then
trying to control General Mark Clark of the 5th (US) Army
in the days leading to the liberation of Rome on 4th June
1944, As Field Marshal Alexander he attended the 1945
“Glorious First of June” cricket match and other festivities
which took place near Vermigliano on the border with
Yugoslavia after the war was over - on this occasion the
Queen’s side (captained by JWS) was defcated by 5 runs.

Sccondly - In his letter CWB Mills, who kindly remembers
mc in Poona, should 1 think, have referred to Colour







‘Once an intrepid photographer came up as far as
Battalion headquarters and took some
specially-posed photographs of patrols splashing
around in the padifields about a hundred yards
from Battalion headquarters. Later copies of
Illustrated London News were received showing
men coming ashore from native craft on a
jap-infested island. In the background could be
seen. a company sign stating that ‘B’ company
were in residence. This caused much amusement
and a [ittle bitterness.’

Copies of two of the photographs were reproduced to
illustrate this article. They are marked ‘Crown Copyright’
and they currently form part of the collection of the
Imperial War Museum in London.

Dr G Court’s ‘B’ company picture was reproduced in a
booklet entitled “‘Golden Arrow’ after the war had ended.
This was a short account of the 7th Indian Division
published by the War Department of the Government of
India. The photograph is captioned

‘Battle of the Sittang Bend. A patrol of The

Queen’s Royal Regiment during the battle near
Waw'.

My copy of this booklet was distributed within the U.K.
by Gale and Polden of Aldershot. In 1953 when Volume
VIII of the Regimental History was published two of the
photographs were included between pages 508 and 509.

More recently another of the series was included in
‘Sittang the last battle’ by Louis Allen (Macdonald 1973).
This depicts a patrol moving along a padi-bund towards
what Dr G Court would recognise as the small pagoda at
Payabyo village. It is less obviously a specially posed
photograph. At the beginning of his book Mr Allen thanks
the Imperial War Museum for the use of its library of
photographs!

So endcth another stroll down memory lane!

Dr G Court wrote from Watchett in May and in July 94

“Might I ask for a correction? How the printer managed
to transcribe the name “Court” as “Glywn” is easily
explained but it doesn’t help recognition. I was separated
from the battalion just after the battle, being sent into dock
with suppurating leech-bites, and as they moved on to
Bangkok I never saw them again. Still, one likes to renew
the happier memories, and I should be grateful for a line
of correction.”

Editor: Please see page 34.

S G Madge writes from Crediton, Devon:-

The article by LWG on Anzio in the May Newsletter
brought back many memories. At the time of which he
writes [ was a liaison officer at 56 (London) Division HQ
and so was aware of how precarious our position was as
the number of casualties rose. It was only the most
determined resistance that prevented what had seemed a
brilliant out-flanking movement from becoming a
disaster. When the division was eventually withdrawn it
had suffered such heavy losses that it was sent back to
Egypt for reinforcement and a complete re-fit.

It was at that stage, while we were in camp at Mena, that |
rcturned to regimental duties and took up the appointment of
Adjutant, 2/5th Bn The Qucen’s Royal Regiment. How
fortunate 1 was to have in Lt. Col. (now Major General)
F.A.H. Ling DSO. an understanding CO who patiently gave
me the guidance and training 1 nceded in taking on a
demanding job for which I had had little previous
experience; and also to have LWG as a very competent and
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always calm and unruffled orderly room sergeant, who
was able to cope with the routine administration.

Perhaps I am not alone, now as the years advance, in
looking back and wondering how we accomplished what
we did in those crucially demanding war years. Speaking
for myself I can only say that it was my faith in God and
His power ultimately to bring good out of evil, and the
prayers of family and friends, which enabled me to keep
going and to perform tasks which now seem so far above
the aptitudes and capacities with which I had been
endowed. I owe much to the army which gave me more
than I was able to give in return, and much more again to
the strong Christian faith which has guided me on what is
now quite a long stretch of life’s pathway. In the words of
the famous hymn, Lead kindly light, 1 often say with
gratitude.

J H Torry writes:-

In the last edition of our Newsletter you published a small
article on members of the Surreys serving with the 4
K.A.R during the Mau Mau campaign. Is this photo of any
use to use in your next edition, as a sequel to the article?

Pl Ay g oL

L to R Back Row: WOIl J Torry, Bandmaster, H Woolaston
2 Lt? -2 Lt?. Front Row: Capt Hutchings, Maj D Michell.

Ex Cpl A Chambers writes:

Another year round and another year older since I last
wrote 1o you to thank you once again for sending me my
copy of the Newsletter which I always look forward to.

The newspapers always take second place when | have got
that to read and digest which [ find so very interesting.

Yesterday my wife and 1 went on an old folks outing to
Skegness and it was a really lovely day until after we got
home around eight o’clock in the evening and then it rained.
We are lucky in one way that we don’t get the monsoons to
contend with, and the bullfrogs croaking all night.

I will close now with my kindest regards to you and all

ranks as my prescnt day “Sgt Major” is here trying to get
round my feet with the hoover.!

Ted Josling writes from Australia:-

I'look forward to the Newsletter as it keeps me in touch
with all that’s happening, I must say how sorry I felt when
all this change over took place, when | mect people who
ask what Regiment I was with, I was proud to say The
Queen’s Royal Regiment (West Surrcys).

Thank you for the 200th anniversary card of The Battle of
The Glorious First of June 1794.

Last year I was in hospital three times with my leg. I had
a Knce replacement which had to be opened up twice, its
OK now, still being able to get around, next week I go in
again for a blockage of the ncck of the bladder. In myself
other than this ! fecl OK.

























Villers-Bocage 13th June 1944 - 13th June 1994

“In Junc 1944, we said ‘thank you’ to them, in June 1994,
we will say ‘welcome’.

These were the words chosen by the Regional Council of
Basse-Normandie as the theme for the 50th Anniversary
of the Battle of Normandy, commemorated in every town
and village which had experienced the fighting.
Throughout the area, houses were be-decked with the Stars
and Stripes, the Union Jack and the Tricolour, interspersed
with great banks of flowers.

In response to an invitation from the Mayor and Council
of Villers-Bocage, a party of former members of 7th
Armoured Division, led by General Sir Thomas Pcarson,
and representing the units who had taken part in the
fighting at Villers-Bocage on 13th June 1944, spent two
memorable days in Normandy. Our Regiment was
represented by Major General Desmond Gordon (CO of
1/7th Queens) and Major-General Michael Forrester (CO
of 1/6th Queens). Other Regiments represented were The
City of London Yeomanry, The Royal Horse Artillery and
The Rifle Brigade. Included in the party was the present
Earl of Onslow whose father, the 6th Earl, as Viscount
Cranley, commanded the 4th CLY in the battle.

Having crossed by ferry the previous night, we were met
at Ouisterham on the morning of 13th June and given
breakfast before being taken via Pegasus Bridge to the
magnificent Memorial Museum (Musée pour la paix) at
Caen. Then across Normandy, passing through many of
the battlefields of June and July 1944, to Pt.213
overlooking Villers-Bocage for a presentation by Major
Christopher Milner of IRB and discussion of events on
that June morning fifty years before.

S

The 7th Armoured Division representatives.
L-R Christopher Milner, Desmond Gordon, Tom Pearson,
Tim Lanyon, Michael Onslow, Michael Forrester, Pat Dyas,
Andrew Burn, Joe Lever.

On arrival in Villers-Bocage, we were introduced to our
accommodation hosts who took us to their homes lor a
most welcome déjeuner followed by an offer to go
sight-sceing. 1 chose to re-visit Briqucssard which 1/6th
Qucens Group had held in the face of mounting opposition
during 13th-17th June. This, in itself, proved a highly
nostalgic and emotional expericence, as this tiny hamlet, in
the heart of the Bocage, appeared just as we had left it in
Junec 1944. The single road and the tracks, the woods and
the fields were unchanged; no new buildings, only repairs
to those that had suffered damage; there was nobody to be
scen and in the heat of the afternoon nothing moved and
stiliness prevailed, - all this as if in silent tribute to those
who had given their lives.

Later in the afternoon we re-assembled in Villers-Bocage
for the official opening of I’Exposition of the battle and
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subsequent reconstruction of the town. We then paraded
with the civic band and brass-helmeted members of the
fire brigade, and marched to the main squarc for the
unveiling of a noble memorial bearing the signs of 7th
Armoured Division and 22nd Armoured Brigade and the
regimental badges of the CLY, the RHA, the Queens and
the Rille Brigade, and the words, in French and English,
“To those of the 7th Armourcd Division who fought and
died here for liberty on 13th June 1944”. During this very
moving ceremony, held in superb mid-summer conditions,
and attended by a large number of civic dignitaries and
hundreds of local people, Desmond Gordon responded in
French on behalf of the Division and presented the Mayor
with a suitably inscribed plaque bearing the badge of the
Qucen’s Royal Regiment. Each member of our party was
then given by the President of the Regional Council, The
Medaille du Jubilé.
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Foreground:- Le Maire Monsieur Xavier Lebrun
and Desmond Gordon.

This was followed by a most convivial “vin d’honneur™ in
the Town Hall where, on entry, all were presented with
flags of the two nations which had been lovingly fashioned
by the local school-children who then, in order to make us
feel really at home, sang in perfect English, songs *of the
time’ such as “Tea for Two” and “No. No, Nanette” !

We were then treated 1o a splendid dinner, more specches
and even more conviviality. And so to bed , with feelings
of gratitude and deep humility for the very handsome
tribute paid to the Division by the people of
Villers-Bocage whosc generosity of spirit eclipsed their
disappointment at the failure of the operation and the
consequent distress they suffered due to their liberation
being delayed.

The following day, before lecaving for home on the
afternoon ferry, we visited the very impressive Memorial

The Memorial - Next morning.




Museum at Bayeux and then crossed the road to pay our
respects to those of our Regiments buried in the
beautifully designed and immaculately maintained British
Military Cemetery.

M.F.

the. An account of this operation, written by Major-General
Mike Reynolds, was published in Newsletter Number 55.

50 Years Normandy Landings Anniversary

Laurie Uren, Victor Cripps, George Mathis and Denis
Sumner veterans of the 1/7th Queens, 131 Queens Brigade
embarked with the Royal British Legion Pilgrimage to
commemorate 50 years anniversary of the Normandy
Landings with the 7th Armoured Division (Desert Rats)

The crossing from Portsmouth to Le Havre was uneventful
with blue skies and a calm sea, memories came flooding
back to where we were laying off Southend overnight after
loading at Tilbury Docks and when we set sail on 6th June
1944 to join the armada to cross the channel protected by
the gun boats, destroyers and the battle ships Nelson and
Warspite firing their salvos overhead almost lifting our
landing craft out of the water. The choppy sea with some
of the men sea sick - and all a little apprehensive as to what
reception we would receive on landing, as many of us had
experienced at Salerno at that time the Warspite had been
wounded by a direct hit - and there she was again in
support.

However, on the Pride of Cherbourg P & O ship we met
up with other veterans from the 50th and 5ist Division,
who were with us from the El Alamein days forming the
30 Corps many memories were exchanged during the
convivial five and a half hours journey and eventually
arriving at our hotel at Rouen after midnight.

As we were 100 miles from Bayeaux, reveille was at 0500
hou‘rs and on the road at 0600 hours, it was wet and dank.
A.rrlving at the outskirts with much chaos and excitement
with the gendarmes we were debussed and transferred to
a shuttle bus service to a central park with a long walk to
Bayeaux cemetery for the commemoration service and
marshalled into groups to await the VIPs and the Queen to
arrive. The solemn service was taken by the padres from
the Navy, Army and RAF although the feelings of the men
were greater than the service. The calm of the 2 minutes
silence was shattered by a distant police car sounding its
siren and the sound of the Last Post was lost in the wind.
DIS.appoinlmenl that time was not allowed for the wreath
laying by the veterans, we were hurried back to the Central
Park for a further delay of two hours awaiting the bus
shuttle service. It was felt that this could have been spent
at the cemetery.

On arrival at Arromanche for the march to the beaches and
the salute to be taken by the Queen, we were greeted by
throngs of people with a tremendous ovation all along the
beaches, one felt proud to have taken part in the liberation
of thosp people, who were showing their gratitude and
appreciation. On the sands members of the Royal Family
Intermingled with the veterans before the march past and

singing of all the old wartime songs led by the military
bands.

The speeches were lost in the wind - and at this time the
tide had started to come in and many of us were standing
N water but this was soon forgotten as the march took
Place. I understand they had catered for seven thousand
but It was thought more than twelve thousand took part,
a!l giving their best again the throngs of people were
g1ving a tremendous ovation, offering drinks and eats and

many were autograph hunting. We were then marched into
an orchard to await our coaches for a further 4 hours wait,
but the good old ‘Sally Army’ arrived with two vans
giving tea and buns free which helped greatly the
frustrations of many as there were no seats and the grass
was far too wet to sit down.

June 7th was again an early start heading for Caen
Medallion ceremony. which was held in the Town Hall and
the Salute taken by the Mayor, who himself was a member
of the Resistance during the War. After the formalities of
the presentations and speeches we were entertained by
hostesses and champagne was in liberal supply and on our
departure from the Hall we were given another medallion
from the people of Caen to show their gratitude and
thanks.

The afternoon was spent visiting the cemeteries and
placing poppy crosses on the graves of comrades of The
Queen’s Royal Regiment, and so we were able to pay our
respects to former friends and comrades of the Regiment.
This became very emotional and stressful when one
realised how very fortunate one was to have returned home
and to have lived life to the full with children and
grandchildren whilst their lives were taken so young. We
will remember them.

I wish to congratulate the Royal British Legion for the
meticulous planning of the pilgrimage for the 400
members accompanied by doctors and nurses and the
excellent accommodation.

1/7th Queen’s
D Sumner, G Walters, L Uren, V Cotts at Arromanche ceremony

LU

23rd London/42 RTR Reunion

#

Major Derek Conran and Major Bernard Hill at the
St George's Day Reunion, Clapham Junction.
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the forts on both sides of the River. Twenty-three artillery
pieces were positioned facing the fort and gaps were
bridged. The deep mud made their movement extremely
difficult. Some guns needed a team of 6 horses to pull.

In general, the ground was all mud and swampland with
deep water courses intersecting it in all directions.
General Grant stated that “It is simply a matter of the
degree of filth our men must traverse”. For part of this
stage of the campaign the headquarters of the st Division
was under a foot of water. The Chinese defences consisted
of a deep dry ditch, a blocked gap, a wet ditch, 20 feet of
ground covered with pointed bamboo stakes, a second wet
ditch, another staked space and finally a thick brick wall
with loopholes for artillery pieces.

The assault across the 4 mile gap from Tang-ku began on
the 21st August, at daybreak with artillery fire and
diversionary fire from 4 French and 4 British gunboats on
the southern forts. Brig Reeves commanded the British
assaulting troops of 2500 men. The French assaulting
force consisted of 700 men under General Collineau. Four
8-inch guns,two 8-inch howitzers, two 32-pounders and
three 8-inch mortars provided indirect fire support.

The First Fort

The 37 Chinese guns fired from the northern fort, as the
allied force advanced, but most rounds went over the
heads of the allies. At 6 o’clock a powder magazine blew
up, followed by another in the larger fort 30 minutes later,
which was probably hit from a shell from an allied
gunboat. The navy was now bombarding the Chinese
positions from the west. The 44th and 67th (South
Hampshires) advanced upon the gate, with the French,
under General Collineau, on their right next to the river.
The 67th was to gain its first four VCs in this battle.
Coolies carried scaling ladders for the French and stood in
the water up to their necks holding the ladders up to make
bridges above them. They were preceded by sappers
carrying pontoons for crossing the obstacles, but they got
in the way and held up the advance.

The 67th had to swim across the ditches. A Maj Anson,
General Grant's aide-de-camp, and Lieutenant-Colonel
Mann of the Royal Engineers cut the ropes of the
drawbridge and the drawbridge fell down. However, the
gate was still closed, with a shell-hole next to it.
Lieutenant Nathaniel Burslem of the 67th headed for it,
even though he had received a bullet in the chest. He was
joined by Private Thomas Lane, who tried to enlarge the
shell-hole, but he was stunned by a 12-pounder shell. He
got up, but was spiked by an enemy bayonet. In spite of
their difficulties, both men continued to enlarge the hole
until it was big enough for a man to get through. The
French got into the fort first closely followed by Ensign
John Chaplin carrying the Regimental Colour of the 67th
and another officer of the Regiment, Lieutenant Edmund
Lenon. Chaplin was hit twice by bullets in the forearm and
shoulder, but both officers climbed up the wall and
reached the parapet. Chaplin was then again wounded-this
time in the abdomen, but he succeeded in unfurling the
Colour and supporting it in place of the Chinese Flag. At
the same time Lieutenant Rogers of the 44th assisted him.
After three and a half hours of fighting the fort was taken.
Burslem, Lenon, Chaplin and Lane were all awarded
Victoria Crosses, as was Rogers of the 44th.

The Other Forts

The Buffs and the 8th Punjab Infantry then advanced on
the second lower northern fort, which was a thousand
yards away amid a deluge of rain and a sea of mud. A staff
officer advanced to examine the scene., but a white flag
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was then seen flying from one of the southern forts and 2
hours later all the enemy positions at Taku were occupied.
The southern forts were seen to be totally dominated by
the first fort captured.

Casualties

The total casualties at Taku Forts of our forebear
Regiments were as follows:

2nd Queen’s 4 wounded.

3rd Buffs 2 wounded.

31st Huntingdonshire Nil.

67th South Hampshire 6 killed, 71 wounded.

The total allied casualties were 201 British and 158
French, whilst 1800 Chinese died, with 1500 fleeing the
scene. 2000 Chinese along with 400 guns were captured.

Subsequent Operations

The Chinese War of 1860 finished with the allied
occupation of Peking on 13 October. The immediate future
fortunes of our forebear Regiments are summed up as
follows:

The 2nd Queen’s Royal Regiment was transported
to England via Hong-Kong.

The Buffs garrisoned Taku Forts.
The 31st and 67th garrisoned Tientsin, following its
surrender and occupation.

PC

Pictured Right:

Major's Shako, 2nd Queen’s; OR’s Forage Cap, 31stL.I. Company;
Officer's Sword; OR's Tunic, 2nd Queen’s; Officer’s Forage Cap,
2nd Queen’s; OR’s Shako, 31st; 3 Band Rifles Enfield Musket

Sergeant, 2nd Queen’s with prisoner Private, 31st Regiment Company Officer, 2nd The Queen’s




Golf-Society
Spring Meeting

The Spring Meeting of the Society was held at the
Richmond Golf Club, Sudbrook Park on Thursday 5 May
1994. Once again the meeting was blessed with good
weather and the course was in excellent condition.
Unfortunately the entry did not match the weather as only
ten members entered for the meeting, which was our
lowest attendance. Those who played enjoyed an excellent
day’s golf and a number of non-playing members joined
us for lunch which enhanced the enjoyment of the meeting.

The AGM of the Society was held before lunch this year
as an experiment. HP Mason presided and 13 members
attended, apologies being received from 22 members. Lt
Col PGFM Roupell was nominated to continue as Captain
of the Society for a further two years, and was duly
elected.

The prizes were presented by the Captain, Lt Col PGFM
Roupell at the end of the day’s play. The results of the
meeting were as follows:

Challenge Cup
Dodgson Cup

MJ Power Esq 73
Capt BML Scripps 70nett
M1J Power Esq 41pts
Major WJF Sutton 43pts

Heales Memorial Trophy
Veterans Halo

Harry Adcock Trophy

(Putting) HP Mason Esq 32putts

Lt Col PGFM Roupell Iipts
and MJ Power Esq

PM Greensomes
(14 holes)

The winners of the Society Sweep run on the morning
round were: Ist Lt Col BA Hannaford 2nd Maj RA Green
3rd Brig MJA Clarke

Royal Marines Match

The Society Match against the Royal Marine Golf Society
was played at the North Hants Golf Club, Fleet on Tuesday
24 May 1994. For once the weather was perfect which
made for an excellent day’s golf and all matches were
keenly contested. At the end of the morning Greensomes
the Society went into lunch leading 3 - 2. After an
extremely good lunch and well fortified, we were the wine
hosts this year, we managed to prevail in the afternoon
Foursomes again by 3 - 2. The Match Result being Queens
Royal Surrey Regt 6 : Royal Marines 4.

QRSRGS AM RMGS

Maj Gen GA White Maj Gen PR Hay
Lt Col PGFM Roupell Capt HJ Phillips
(captain)
MJ Power Esq
CC Surtees Esq

Col JW Sewel]
Maj WIF Sutton
Col JGW Davidson
HP Mason

Lt Col FB Herd
Maj RA Green

Col AJ Harris
Col SD Smith 0

S Hayward Esq 0

Sgt PJ McCormack

JD Francis Esq

Capt AB Gordon
(captain)

Lt JA Cook

HP Mason Esq
CC Surtees Esq

Lt Col PGFM Roupell
MIJ Power Esq

Cf)l JGW Davidson
Col JW Scwell

Mn_'! WIF Sutton

Maj RA Green

Maj Gen GA White
Lt Col FB Herd

Maj Gen PR Kay
Col SD Smith

Sgt PJ McCormack
S Hayward Esq

Co! AJ Harris
Capt HJ Phillips

Capt AB Gordon
JD Francis Esq 0

Lt JA Cook 0

Capt RD Patterson-Knight

Capt RD Patterson-Knight

Please make a note in your diary now, and try to join us
for future meetings - even if you are unable to play, why
not join us for lunch and meet old friends.

I repeat my request of last year - if there are any former
officers of The Queens Royal, East Surrey , 23rd London,
Queens Royal Surrey, or serving officers of the Surrey
Companies of PWRR or London Regiments who would
enjoy playing with the Society, please contact Secretary,
FB Herd, Oak Tree Cottage, North Gorley, Fordingbridge,
Hants SP6 2PJ. 0425 652084.

We look forward to continuing our winning run on 24 May
1995.

Autumn Meeting

The Autumn meeting of the Society, which was attended
by 14 members was blessed with one of those crisp sunny
autumn days which make golf such a pleasure. Woking
Golf Club, as we have come to expect, was in its usual
excellent condition, which was reflected in some very
good scoring both in the Medal and Stableford
competitions in the morning.

After an excellent lunch for which Woking is renowned,
the afternoon Greensomes were played in a relaxed and
lighthearted manner. The Society was delighted to
welcome three new playing members:- Jumbo Fuller,
Colin Howard and Malcolm Howard, and we were joined
at lunch, which is open to all members, by Jennifer

Davidson and Richard Hill.

The winners of the competition were as follows:-

Autumn Bowl
C M Howard Esq

Glasgow Greys Cup
Lt Col F B Herd 72

Senior Div

Junior Div

Petri Plate Aggregate of Spring & Autumn meetings

M J Power Esq 136 net
C C Surtees Esq 35 pts
Maj R A Green 30 pts
M Howard Esq 29 pts
Maj W J F Sutton 38 pts

14 Holes
A W Fuller Esq & M J Power Esq 30 pts

Hcales Memorial Trophy
Runner up Seniors
Runner up Juniors
Veterans Halo

PM Greensomes

In 1995 the Society is celebrating the 60th Anniversary of
the first meeting at Sudbrook Park. The President and
Captain will be arranging a special day to commemorate
the event, so please make a note in your diary now of the
date. All you golfers out there, come and support us, even
if you can’t play make a date for lunch.

1995 Fixtures

Thursday 1 1th May Spring Meeting Sudbrook Park.

Wednesday 24th May Royal Marines Match Fleet by invitation.

Wednesday 4th October Autumn Meeting Woking Golf Club.
FBH

Donations

The Trustees acknowledge with grateful thanks the
donations made by the following gentlemen, F O Bleach,
W Longley and to all those members who send “a little
extra” when sending their subscriptions.




A Guide to The Regimental Museum

Members will receive with this edition of the Newsletter, a
free copy of the new Museum Guide. This has been compiled
and produced by the Trustees of our Museum at Clandon
Park. Like their other publications (Salerno, Cassino,
Malaya, The Territorials etc) this Guide has been produced
to raise funds to pay museum running expenses. Our museum
is, arguably, the single most effective instrument we possess
to tell or remind the general public, the people of Surrey in
particular, of our long and remarkable history. To do this
effectively does not only cost a great deal of money, it also
requires a considerable voluntary effort by the Trustees and
“helpers” who throughout the year plan the displays, clean,
polish , repair and preserve the exhibits and artefacts on
display and in store, carry out painstaking research,
catalogue and document the archives, give up their free time
to “police” the museum when open to the public, and so on.
The purpose of the Guide is self evident, but it is also a
testimonial to years of devoted effort by the Trustees and
numerous other voluntary helper’s.

The Association Trustees who bear the cost of such
publications have long realised that, much as many
members would like to visit the museum and buy its
publications, the distances and the costs are, sadly, for too
many, too great. In consequence, the Association
Trustees, at their meeting in March generously decided to
make sufficient funds available to provide a free copy of
the Guide for every member.

I hope that this souvenir will serve several purposes. First
that it will encourage those members who can to visit the
museum, particularly those who have not previously done so.
Next that it might encourage any members with time to spare
to offer their services as occasional helpers. Further, I hope
all members will tell their friends and relations about the
museum, that it is modern and compact, full of interest and
not only to those who have soldiered, that it is “‘disabled
visitor friendly”, and has been highly praised by museum
experts as an example of how a Regimental Museum should
be presented. Finally, whether you visit the museum or not,
I hope the Guide will always serve to remind you, with pride,
of the high reputation and unsurpassable traditions of your
Regiment and to reassure you of our determination to
continue telling the story of our Regiment, through the
museum, for as long as humanly possible.

On your behalf I congratulate the Museum Trustees and
helpers on the consistently high standards they achieve in
the museum, and have achieved in the production of this
Guide, and I thank the Association Trustees for so
generously making funds available to allow this free issue
to members. I wish all members of the Association a
thoroughly good and evocative read!

WEMCcC
The Reserve Forces Association

This Association which has recently embarked on a
recruiting drive was formed in the late 1960s and was
previously known as the Reserve Officers Association. Its
stated objective is “the maintenance of law and order
through fostering the efficiency of the Reserve and
Auxiliary Forces of the Crown”, and in furtherance of that
objective it assists those Forces to co-operate with similar
Forces of the NATO countries. Membership is open to
individuals who have or who have had a Reserve
commitment or have otherwise served in the Armed
Forces, and on a corporate basis to units of the Reserve
forces. (Commanding Officers of 5th and 6th/7th The
Princess of Wales’s Royal Regiment please note!).

I was a founding member of this Association and a member
of the committee of its predecessor Association at the
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invitation of the late Major Gordon Lett DSO, The East
Surrey Regiment. I shared with Gordon a vision of
enlarging the knowledge and experience of the TA by
building closer ties with our NATO counterparts,
exchanging training visits and engaging in friendly
competition. The Rules of the Association are
substantially as Gordon Lett and I drafted them in
consultation with the other members of that committee
(including Air Chief Marshall Sir John Slessor, General
Sir Hugh Stockwell and Admiral Phillip Sharpe) nearly 30
years ago and accurately reflect that vision in 1967 after
a detailed briefing at MoD by General Sir Ian Freeland (a
former wartime Queens Battalion Commander and then
Adjutant General) I agreed to lead a team of observers to
the 20th Annual Conference or Congress in Trieste of the
Interallied Confederation of Reserve Officers (ICRO) (at
that time UK had not been admitted to the membership of
the Common Market and I had the impression that in
encouraging us to get into ICRO the government was keen
to build any bridge that would get the nation into the
Common Market). (ICRO) had then been established for
twenty years and was doing for other European Canadian
and USA Reserve units precisely what I wanted for the
TA. The 20th Congress was extremely well organised and
well attended by hundreds of ordinary members. There
were visits to military establishments, sight-seeing tours
of ships of the Italian Navy, numerous parties, receptions
and dinners, military competitions and of course many
official meetings of the official National delegates. From
these meetings, however, we were usually excluded,
curiously, Great Britain was deemed already to be
represented by a gentleman who had through long service
become a Vice President of ICRO.He was a former
Lieutenant Colonel in the RASC called B******Y  who
apparently owned a drinking Club outside the MoD in
Whitehall Court called The Reserve Officers Club”, and
he had obviously misrepresented to the ICRO Officials the
extent of his influence and official recognition!

The job of my team was to persuade ICRO that B******y
if not a charlatan was not representative of his country, or
of its Reserve Forces.Despite hectic canvassing often late
into the night culminating in a fairly passionate speech to
a full meeting of the delegates, we were politely rebuffed,
told that it was a British problem for Britons to sort out
and politely shown the door. However whilst all this was
in public, in private we were assured that our cause was
just, and that we had made many friends who would not
forget us but we should understand that it was not in the
official nature to admit they had been conned!

Whilst the MoD and The Council of TAVRAs were
pondering their response, B******y djed rather suddenly
and we were immediately admitted to membership, I’ve no
doubt with relief on the part of our European colleagues!
Since then hundreds, if not thousands of TA soldiers and
other Reservists and their units have derived considerable
benefit from our membership of ICRO.

I have no hesitation in recommending membership of the
RFA, both individual and corporate to readers of this
Newsletter. To the corporate member the advantages will
be obvious from this article. To the individual member
apart from literature and a regular Newsletter there are
meetings and visits and the opportunities to express
opinions, but in addition there is the opportunity to attend
the ICRO congress held every year in a different European
City and enjoy a holiday with a distinctly military flavour!
Anyone interested should write direct to the Secretary,
The Reserve Forces Association, Duke of York’s
Headquarters, Chelsea, London SW3 4SG.

WEM.C




Malayan Patrol,
By E T Boddye, Published by Pentland Press,
Price £13.50

Written as a novel the book relates the experiences of a
young National Service officer from basic training to
commanding a platoon during the emergency in Malaya.

The Emergency is seen through the eyes and experiences
of a junior Infantry Officer who regarded his Platoon,
most of whom were conscripts, with great pride and
affection. How true - and amusing - are the descriptions
of Private Gingell, the worst driver in the world, the mad
SCamper to escape ‘friendly’ mortar fire, the Scout Car
accidental collision with a pig, as are accounts of moments
of danger when infrequent contact was made with the
enemy, and, of coursc, week after monotonous week of
uneventful patrolling in primary jungle, undergrowth and
rubber estates.

It 1sa timely book for as years pass memories fade and the
Bru.lsh people should be proud of the way these young
National Servicemen behaved in this very nasty guerilla
war. For this was a platoon cornmander’s war and most of
‘hfl platoons were National Service officers and men
stlffc{led by thc odd regular N.C.O. Although to the
majority the jungle was unknown and at first they found it
strange and unnerving, but they persevered with their
con.stant patrolling and eternal vigilance day after day
yntll they were victorious and had come to realise that,
indeed, the jungle is neutral.

A very well written book and no-one should be put off by

;he author’s description of it as a novel. It is down to earth
act.

Forward Everywhere: Her Majesty’s Territorials

by.Slanley Simm Baldwin, published by Brasseys,
price £29.95.

This book should enjoy a terrific sale, because it richly
deserves pride of place on the shelves of anyone who’s
€ver served as a ‘weekend soldier’. If ever a book was
supremely well written by a Terrier for Terriers. this is it.
It !raf:es the development of the Territorial Army from
Bl}lam’s traditional Militia Volunteer and Yeomanry
units through its deathless achievements in both World
Wars to the remodelling of the Reserve after 1945.

This is no bleak chronicle but a predominantly human
S‘OY)"- There is a chapter on ‘Famous Part-Timers’
(pollllcians, judges, churchmen, lord mayors.
broadcasters, newspapermen, film stars). And there is a
richly entertaining chapter of anccdotes.

The hook‘ ends with a look at ‘The Way Ahecad.” towards
the Terriers’ centenary in 2008. Ficld Marshal Lord
Bramall, in his foreword, makes it clear that in an age of
Regular force reductions, the role of the Territorials

becomes more vital than ever. This book is an impeccable
salute to the men and women whose role he defines as ‘the
saviour of the home, the spreader of freedom and the
solvent of class antagonisms.’

Destination Kwai

by Jack Shuttle, Available from the author, J F Shuttle, 20
Glebe Road, Staines, Middlesex TWI18 1BX,

Price £5.00 including postage.

Responding to War Minister Hore-Belisha’s call for young
men to double up and double the Territorial Army, Jack
Shuttle joined The East Surrey Regiment in May 1939 and
in the December of the same year was posted to Shanghai
in a draft of 20 other ranks and seven junior officers,
where they became part of the 2nd Battalion The East
Surrey Regiment.

Destination Kwai is his story of six long years service in
the Far East, from policing duties in Shanghai until
September 1940 when his unit was moved to Malaya
where they took part in the battle when the Japanese
invaded, culminating in capture upon the fall of
Singapore.

An account of fortitude in adversity, he vividly records the
hardships endured during three and a half years in
captivity in Changi and various camps along the River
Kwai in Thailand. Written without bitterness or rancour
and retaining a sense of humour, the book relates examples
of comradeship, unselfishness and an unquenchable spirit.

Old Queen’s Royal Regiment silver centrepiece
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Onc of the pieces of silver on display for the officers’ club
luncheon has a rather interesting background. In the fifties
following an extensive renovation of mess silver it was
discovered that the centrepiece pictured above was in fact
a very rare and splendid reproduction of one of the largest
known and most celebrated pieces of English Plate.

The original is a Silver Cistern with a capacity of 60
gallons, made in 1735 by one Charles Kandler, a famous
silversmith of the period.

The cistern took over three years to make at a cost of over
£2,000 for the material alone. It was disposed of in a
lottery sanctioned by special Act of Parliament. A Sussex
gentleman named Batten was the fortunate winner, but
soon afterwards he sold the piece to the Empress of Russia.
It is still believed to be in the Winter Palace in St.

Petersburg.
LMBW




Queen Catherine of Braganza

I was most interested to read in the article by Katherine
Gibson on Queen Catherine of Braganza in the May 1994
edition of your excellent (no pun intended!) Newsletter.
This was all the more so because Lady Gibson describes
the history of many portraits of the Queen who has such a
special place in our Regimental History.

As no doubt many of my Queen’s Royal Regiment
predecessors I, as a young and early Queen’s Surreys
officer, looked at the portrait of this redoubtable lady with
a degree of fascination. (It was, incidentally, under the st
Battalion’s portrait of Her during a Mess dance that I
recall a well known bachelor responding to the possibility
that he might one day marry by demanding of his listeners;
“Why should I pay to keep another man’s daughter?”)

However, all this apart, the particular reason why the
article is of special interest to me is that here in my small
Somerset village of Stratton-on-the-Fosse there hangs
another portrait of the Queen. Just 150 yards from my
home there is one attributed to Sir Peter Lely in the Head
Master’s house at Downside, the Benedictine school
founded in England in 1795 following a period of exile in
France forced by the Reformation.

The painting’s history is somewhat obscure, and I know
nothing of the artist, but Downside’s monastic forbears in
St Gregory’s Douai furnished the Catholic Queen with a
chaplain during that difficult period for her, referred to by
Lady Gibson in her article, and hence the Monastery’s
connection and interest which led to their acquisition of
the portrait of her earlier this Century. The connection
originated out of Charles II’s Benedictine friendships of
his exile hence his selection of them to serve his Queen.
Their first Mass for Her at St James’s was attended and
recorded by Samuel Pepys in his diaries. After thirteen
years, in 1674, Charles was forced to banish the monks
again and it was over a hundred years until they returned
although it was a further nineteecn years before they
purchased Downside House in this village.

It is, perhaps, also worthy of mention that Downside has
some interesting connections with the present Regiment
apart from the many Old Gregorians, as old boys are
known, who have served in its former Regiments. For
instance, it owns a number of painting’s by Lady Butler
(“Steady the Drums and Fifes”), which she gave to the
Monastery
because her
brother was a
monk there.
Also, the last
three Comm-
anding Officers
of the Royal
Hampshire’s and
first of a PWRR
battalion were
OGs, surely an
unusual record
for any school,
especially In
modern times.

RTWM

Pas de Calais 50 Years on

16 veterans from the 1/5th Queens OMA, who took part in
the liberation of the Pas de Calais Region were invited
together with their wives to attend the 50th anniversary
celebrations of that liberation taking place during the first
two days of September.

The regional newspaper La Voix du Nord paid for the hotel
accommodation which was 4 star and we were wined and
dined on a grand scale.

On the first of September we had a buffet lunch given by
the Northern Council and a gala dinner given by the Mayor
of Lille in each case washed down by copious draughts of
wine and preceded by whiskey and followed by
champagne. The Mayor in a voice choked with emotion
referred to Britain standing alone after the disaster of
Dunkerque and thanked the veterans for freeing Lille from
the Nazi tyranny. The British Ambassador made a splendid
speech in reply.

On 2 September we were driven to Agincourt which our
beautiful French courier described as being famous for its
windmill!!? and had a handsome lunch with plenty of 1990
Chateau de Rocaid. Some of us took the opportunity to buy
a case of this excellent vintage as a souvenir.

From Agincourt our coach was given a police escort down
one way streets and against red lights to get us back to our
hotel just in time to don our medals and take up positions
lining the route for a parade of WWII vehicles. A French
Military Band came after this parade and was followed by
two Chelsea Pensioners and a Military escort marching us
in quick time.

I was unable to keep up with this marching so fell back to
lead the rest who followed twelve abreast behind me. The
families of Lille and the Pas de Calais region lined the
streets in their hundreds/thousands and gave me/us a
rapturous reception cheering, clapping and waving the
flags provided by Le Voix du Nord.

After laying a wreath on behalf of the Regiment and
cocktails at the town hall, the Queen’s were due to present
a Queen’s Royal Regiment shield at the HQ of the Voix
du Nord. There I made a speech in halting French thanking
the paper for their generous hospitality and invoked the
memory of the soldiers and French civilians who were
killed, wounded or bereaved during or before the
liberation. After somewhat sheepishly asking the veterans
to join me in ‘Vive la France’ we gave three resounding
cheers for the people of Lille and the people of all France.
Doug Mitchell then presented the shield and the managing
director of the paper replied suitably. There were ‘drinks’
(whiskey) both beforc and after the proceedings. The
stalwarts of the party then preceded to an open air Glen
Miller jazz concert and a fireworks display, after a ‘croque
monsieur’, coffee and two brandies at the cafe opposite the
hotel I retired after two memorable days.

On the coach returning home we presented Doug Mitchell
with a picture - The Paschal Lamb surrounded by Battle
Honours of The Queens Royal Regiment as thanks for all
his work during the months preceding the tours and the
three days of the tour itself.

We also expressed our gratitude to Lt Col Les Wilson for
all the help he gave us which made the tour possible.

DSW







Major C.H. (Dickie) Dickins, The East Surrey Regiment.

Major C.H. (Dickie) Dickins, a great-grandson of the
founder of Dickins & Jones, was born in 1903 in Hythe,
and educated at Tonbridge School where he joined the
Army Class. Passing out of Sandhurst in 1923 he joined
the 1st Battalion, The East Surrey Regiment in Hong
Kong, moving with it to India two years later. Here he met,
and subsequently married, at Shorncliffe, Barbara Tew,
daughter of Brigadier H.S. Tew CMG., also of The East
Surrey Regiment. In 1937 he was posted as Staff Captain
to Palestine where he remained until the outbreak of the
2nd World War. Separated from his regiment and with his
family evacuated to South Africa, he spent the next four
years in various appointments in the Western Desert. Of
his experiences there he recalled in later years his time
with The Libyan Arab Force commanded by Popski, of
Popskis’ Private Army fame; a spell in the Sudan as Camp
Commandant of a POW camp for Italians prisoners; and
his departure, as Garrison Paymaster, on the last ship out
of Tobruk, where, at the height of an air raid, the dockside
navvies dropped the Garrison safe containing over a
million pounds into the harbour - where it probably
remains.

In 1944 he returned to England to 12 Infantry Training
Centre at (where else ?) Howe Barracks, Canterbury and
then in 1945 re-joined the 1st Battalion as
Second-in-Command in Greece and Salonika. Here, three
years later and after eight years of almost continuous
separation, he decided to leave the Army, just in time to
miss the first and most golden of the bowlers! He
subsequently became a Civil Servant working in the
Ministry of Defence in Chessington and Whitehall, and
distinguishing himself regimentally at the Golfing
Society’s twice yearly meetings at Sudbrook Park where
he was known as a bandit with a lightning back swing. In
1972 he and his wife retired to Western Australia where
he died in his 91st year. He is survived by a son, daughter
and four grandchildren.
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continued from page 29.

The completed work was exhibited, apparently without
charge, in Orme’s premises at 14 Old Bond Street, from
January to April 1795 as a loss leader for the sale of
subscription prints at one guinea. . It gained the approval
of the King and Queen, of the officers shown, and of the
public who came to see it in large numbers. The original
painting can be seen in the National Maritime Museum,
where Lieutenant Neville has wrongly been given the rank
of Captain, while the print belonging to the Regiment is
with the 1st Battalion.

In his speech of welcome in front of the vast painting of
the battle by de Loutherberg, Lord Lewin was kind enough
to mention the strong bond that was created between the
Royal Navy and the Queen’s Royal Regiment by the battle
which has been handed down to this day. The Naval Crown
on our Regimental Colour is proof of this. A most
memorable day was concluded with a splendid dinner in
Queen’s House.
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“Earl Howe on the quarterdeck” or better known regimentally as
“The Death of Neville”.

This picture was painted by M. Brown, Historical Painter to
T.R.H. the Duke and Duchess of York, under the patronage of His
Majesty and the Lords of the Admiralty.

Earl Howe is seen upon the quarter-deck of the Queen Charlotte
during the violence of the action, and after the line was broken.
On the larboard quarter, at some distance, appears La Juste, an
eight gun French ship of the line, which was afterwards captured.
This ship is distinguished by the national flag of France and the
signal for “Close action” displayed at the mizen top-gallant
masthead. Upon the same quarter, at a greater distance, appears
the Brunswick, commanded by the gallant Hervey. In the centre
of the picture is seen the Royal George, the Gibraltar, Glory, and
other ships engaging the enemy, with the Venguer and Sans
Pareille appearing between the intervals of smoke. On Earl
Howe’s right hand is Admiral Sir Roger Curtis Bart., the First
Captain of the Fleet; and at the opposite end of the picture is Sir
Andrew Snape Douglas (who appears as just having received the
wound upon his forehead), attended by his aide-de-camp, the son
of Sir Andrew Hammond. The centre group is the much lamented
young Neville, of the Queen’s Regiment, supported by his brother
officers, Major Isaac and Captain Tudor, also Captain Lock, of
the Navy, immediately upon his being wounded by a broadside
from the Jacobin, which ship was afterwards sunk. The singular
circumstances of the wound of this young officer is particularly
marked; his sword which he had in his hand (which was a
favourite one given him by his uncle), was shattered by the ball,
which forced part of the hilt into his side.

- Britannic Magazine, 1796.

Thank You.:

Major J.L.A4. Fowler TD. For your
material help, particularly in view
of the present shortage of paper.

Congratulations to:-
Canon | Hardaker to be Hon Chaplain to HM The Queen.

Colonel P R H Thompson OBE TD to be a Deputy
Lieutenant for Greater London.




So There We Were

1674 The Queen’s in Tangiers found things relatively
quiet, the Moors apparently being so much occupied with
disputes among themselves that they did not trouble the
Garrison. An Order in Council in June directed that all
Promotions at Tangiers were to be made by scniority “and
that no new men were to be appointed in their place”.

1684 Mindftul of impending withdrawal from Tangiers,
the Garrison were arranging destruction of fortifications
and removal of guns so as to deny their use to any potential
enemy or hostile forces in the future. The Queen’s were
embarked in various ships during the months of February
and March for transport home.

1694 Fighting in Flanders, The Queen’s were obviously
employing some tactics of deception. At Ypres they built
huts of straw, successfully drawing the French away from
the town of Huy which The Queen’s later captured.

1701 The Queen’s werc at Estremos in Spain where the
effective strength of the Regiment was given as 523
‘wanting to complete 662”. Luttrell’s Marines
(predecessors of The East Surrcy Regiment), having taken
part in the capture of Gibraltar carlier in the year, now
found themselves part of the Garrison under siege from
Sszisih and French forces and endured many hardships as
aresult.

1744 The 31st Regiment, having gained the much prized
nickname of “Young Buffs” from King George II the
Previous year, were still engaged in Continental
campaigns in the Austrian Netherlands. The Queen’s had
acompany in Bermuda and seemingly the Regiment was
notsuffering from any form of financial inflation as it was
reported that their costs “remained the same as last year”.
1764 The Bermuda company of The Queen’s, despite
ll}elr low costs of previous ycars, were disbanded and
dlSﬂppcared into history, many of its officers and men
hilYl.ng lived and died in this remote appendage to the
British Crown. The 70th Regiment embarked for its first
year of foreign service, its station for no less than ten years
being the little island of Grenada.

1784 The 315t were in Canada as part of an cleven year
Icrm of American dutics. The Queen’s,in Gibraltar, were
subject to new uniform regulations arising from the
"indings of a board of general officers. Some officers must
have been spending too much time out of uniform as the
King himself gave orders for restrictions on leave for
members of the Garrison.

1814 Both The Queen’s and The 31st Regiment, fighting
In adverse weather conditions and under hcavy French

fire, successfully attacked and captured, Toulouse. The
Duke of Wellington entered the town in triumph in what
was virtually the end of the Peninsular campaign in which
both Regiments had served with distinction and gained
Battle Honours.

1834 The 70th went to Gibraltar where they lost three
Sergeants and thirty Private soldiers in a cholera epidemic
which broke out soon after their arrival. The Queen’s in
Bombay were reputed “to have earned a high character in
every respect”. A minor alteration in uniform took place
when an order was received that a red stripe was to be
worn down the outer scam of the grey trousers then issued.

1874 The Queen’s were at the Royal Barracks, Dublin
where in October the Martini-Henry rifle was substituted
for the Snider. In India the 70th Regiment were reported
to be in good health at their station of Rawalpindi.

1894 On a different station at Agra the health situation of
The East Surrey Regiment was far different from that of
twenty years previously, several deaths resulting from an
outbreak of enteric fever. The Queen’s sailed from India
in the Malabar in January and arrived at Dover in the
following month when 120 men were transferred to the
Army Reserve.

1934 The uniforms of some members of both Regiments
now bore the ribbons of the medals of both the South
African and Great Wars, and for the time being cnergies
could be devoted to less aggressive activities. The East
Surreys at Shorncliffe had a varied programme. The
Garrison Drag Hunt reported an cxcellent season, ending
with the Point-to-Point Meeting and the Hunt Ball in
March. At boxing there were some good bouts against the
Nottingham Police and in the Kent Inter-Services Boxing
Competition. Considcrable successes were achicved by
the Bayonet and Fencing Team who were preparing to
compete in the Army Competitions at Olympia. The
Queen’s were in China, finding it to be fascinating country
and engaging in a full programme. The Scrgeants renewed
links with the Royal Navy by entertaining partics of Chief
and Petty Officers from H.M. Ships Cornwall, Suffolk,
Falmouth, Adventure and Bruce. Several Guards of
Honour were mounted, including one for the General
Commanding United States Marine Corps who expressed
his pleasure at the drill and turn-out. But war clouds were
alrcady gathering and within the next ten years, soldiers,
sailors and Marine Corps would find themselves fighting
bitter battles in many and far flung spheres of war. And
further ahcad, the post war years would sce drastic Scrvice
re-organisations.
RF

Regimental History as seen by G. Robinson
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CU])yrigh( - The Queen's Royal Surrey Regiment Association. Printed by: Geo J. Harris, The Press On The Lake, Sandwich Kent




“We will remember them”

e

Pictured here, symbols of bravery, dignity and honour are the Great Cross and War Graves in the Morlancourt British
Cemetery No. 2 at Ville-sur-Ancre, the final resting place of fifty-five UK soldiers and one Australian who fell in the First
World War, mostly in August, 1918 during the Battle of Amiens which was part of the last “big push” to end the war.
Fighting was sporadic, the Battalion War Diary of the 6th Queen’s reporting “’quiet” periods interspersed with others of
heavy shelling. Between the 8th and 20th August an advance of 26 miles was made from Morlancourt to the Escaut Canal.
But as the Battalion surged forwards towards victory some of their members were left behind for ever, twenty-five of them
now lying in the Cemetery where their headstones are poignant reminders of the supreme sacrifice made by both Surrey
Regiments in the years 1914-18

“Soldier, rest! thy warfare o’er,
Sleep the sleep that Knows not breaKing,
Dream of battlefields no more,
Days of danger, nights of waking,”
(Sir Walter Scott)

The picture above formed the cover of the Commonwealth War Graves Commission Annual Report 1992-93 and is reproduced with
their permission. We are extremely grateful to the Commission for allowing us to reproduce the picture and for all they do in looking
after the graves of so many of our comrades.




