





Editorial

This edition marks a number of appointment changes
within the Association. Our President, Brigadier Mike
Doyle hands over to Brigadier Bob Acworth. Brigadier
Mike took over in 1989 and has always taken a greal
interest in its affairs during his Presidency.

He has taken a particular interest in the area of
benevolence, bringing to this his experience in his full
time employment with the British Commonwealth
Ex-Services League. He also set up the Regimental
Council, a small group of senior officers of our Regiment,
who act as advisors to the Association generally.

Colonel McConnell after being our Chairman since 1987,
ha-s decided that he should hand over and his successor
w1|l_ be Colonel Peter Thompson a distinguished
Territorial. Fortunately, we are not losing all the services
and F:xperience of Colonel McConnell, he has agreed to
continue as a trustee of our charitable funds and to remain
as our Association legal advisor. We owe a considerable
debt of gratitude to him, as over the years he has
successfully managed to ncgotiate with The Charity
Cox.nmissioners to reducc our various charities to one
major charity, thus making the day to day running and
administration of the Association so much easier.

On behalf of you all 1 thank Brigadier Mike and Coloncl
Mac for all their hard work and dedication to the
Association. We look forward to seeing them at rcunions
In the future. As Secretary it has been a great privilege to
work with them.

I'welcome on your behalf Brigadier Bob and Colonel Peter
and wish them a happy tenure as President and Chairman
uqd [ know we shall sce a lot of them at future events. You
will read clsewhere that I have now officially retired!
prcver [ am honoured to have been asked to continue
with various Association affairs, and 1 will be continuing
as Editor, I ask you all to continue to send your articles,
photos and reminiscences so that we can continue to
produce a good Newsletter.

Major John Rogerson has succeeded me as Secretary.
Many Queen’s Surreys will remember him as a PTI in the
gymnasium in Miinster, exhorting all to ‘breath through
the nose and out of the mouth’! He transferred to The
Army Physical Training Corps and served with distinction
with them until being commissioned into The Qucen’s
R‘egimcnl where he served with 3 Queen’s and later
Training Major of 6/7th Queen’s. He is therefore no
stranger to the regular or territorial in our Association.

Welcome John and remember, the first ten years are the
worst. He has also taken over the dutics of Curator at The
Princess of Wales’s Royal Regiment museum in Dover
Cflslle. It must be recorded that having assumed the dutics
of Secrelary in January, he promptly disappeared on
holiday in March!

I should like to thank the President for his very kind
remarks in his Editorial and also the senior officers and
their wives who attended the luncheon at Putney Heath. It
was a lovely surprise and a great honour for me.

I hppe to sce a full turnout for the Church Service at
Gmld.ford Cathedral on June 11th. It will be the last
occasion that Brigadier Mike and Coloncl Mac will be
attending as your President and Chairman, for the official
dl‘)’.lor handover is Sunday !1th June. It is not many
Regiments that hand over their duties in a Cathedral!

I hope also to see as many of you as possible throughout
this 50th Anniversary year of the ending of The Second
World War at reunion and commemorative events.

Best wishes to you all. Les Wilson

President’s Notes

The major event since the last cdition of this Newsletter has
been the retirement on 17th January 1995 of Lieutenant
Colonel Les Wilson, MBE, from his post as a Retired
Officer at RHQ at Canterbury. Many members have had
cause to be grateful to him, for he has played a major role
in the affairs of our Association and of The Queen’s
Regiment as well as lately The Princess of Wales’s Royal
Regiment. Few people have served any Regiment for so
long and so well.

Les Wilson joined The Qucen’s Royal Regiment in 1947
and served for 22 years before receiving a Quartermaster’s
commission in 1969. The last 6 years of thesc 22 were spent
as a splendid Regimental Sergeant Major of whom many of
our members - including me, had the highest respect.

His career as a Quartermaster was also notable, for he was
one of the very few who received promotion to Lieutenant
Colonel. He served as an officer from 1969 until 1983
belore finally “retiring” after a total of 36 ycar’s uniformed
service during which only 4 years were spent other than on
purely Regimental duty.

But he had not finished, for he then became a Retired
Officer at RHQ where he scrved a further 11 years mostly
looking after all our Association’s affairs but also with
many other tasks, notably the Regimental Museun at Dover
Castle. Now after 47 years of continual service on behalf of
our Regiments he has officially retired.

I am particularly glad to record that your Regimental
Committee has asked Les to continuc his work with our
Association on a part time basis, and he has accepted. He is
thus still editing this successful Newsletter and will
continue to be much involved in our various affairs.

On behalf of all Association members | congratulate and
thank Colone] Wilson for all he has done for his Regiments
and our Association over so many years, and thank him
warmly for agreeing (o continuc his involvement still
further.

These are the last notes [ will write as President of the
Association for I hand over to Brigadier Bob Acworth on
the day of our Association service at Guildford Cathedral
on Sunday 11th June. It has been a great privilege to have
held this appointment for the last six years, but I believe i
is time for a change.

With best wishes to you all. Mike Doyle

New Member

Readers will be aware that Mrs Penny James is our curator at
Clandon and it was therefore decided that she should become an
Honorary Member of the Association. Les Wilson on behalf of
the President and the Association pins the Association lapel
badge on our Penny's jacket.







Recently the Association, with the help of SSAFA, Dover were
able to assist My Beney in providing him with a powered
}v/wel('/mi/'. The photo shows Mr Beney and Mrs Elizabeth Irvine
The SSAFA Divisional Secretary.

Queen Alexandra Hospital Home

Miss | M Holgate, Chief Exccutive, The Queen Alexandra
Hospital Home has written, [ thought you might like to have
lhg enclosed photograph which shows some of our patients
en:]oying the aviary which we have been able to build and fill
with the latest donation your Association kindly gave us.

L
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As you will know the grounds and gardens are a source of
great enjoyment to our patients but your latest gift has
cnz.ll)lcd us to enhance this cven more. We had a small
aviary but we have now built over an existing border
which contained a varicty of shrubs. We have added some
lzmdscuping with a small strcam and pools and have been
able to create a lovely natural environment. We have been
tortunate to have had cxpert advice with this and also in
sclccling some new birds. The aviary includes winter
quarters with heat and lighting. This addition to our
facilities is one which even the most disabled can enjoy
and many happy hours are now spent watching the birds.
We are so grateful to you all.

23rd - 42/RTR London Regimental Association

We held our annual reunion lunch on St Georges Day at
27, St John’g [ill, in the officers mess, by kind permission
of the Commanding Officer, The London Regiment. Sixty
were present for an excellent buffet - a fine mixture of
23rd London, pre and post war, 42nd Tanks, guests from
the Newcastte and Oxford RTR branches and, of course,
iSurrcys. Considering our mixed parentage, we all scem to
purly' extremely well. We remembered in a moment of
silence Colonel Jackic Wykes, 42nd RTR and CO of the
48th, and Captain Vincent Blackwell, a staunch supporter
of our Association and Honorary Auditor.

We will meet again on April 23rd 1996.
DHC

The Princess of Wales’s Royal Regiment

The Regular battalions will be exchanging
barracks at the end of August, with the Ist
Battalion rcturning to Canterbury from
Omagh and the 2nd Battalion replacing them
in Ulster.

The 2nd Battalion are having a busy time before their move.
In addition to their Northern Ireland training and many other
duties, on 30th and 31st March respectively they provided
contingents to excrcise the Regiment’s Honorary Freedoms
in Southampton and Horley. On 20th May they will receive
new Colours in Canterbury from HRH The Princess of
Wales, and on st June they will Lay Up 2 Queens Colours
in Canterbury Cathedral.

Further Freecdom Parades are planned in Tonbridge on 10th
June by a contingent from the 5th Battalion, and in Brighton
on 28th October by the 6th/7th Battalion.

Unfortunately only a small representative party [rom cach
of our six affiliated Regimental Associations will be able to
attend the Presentation of Colours, as this will be primarily
a battalion “family’ event and there is only limited space lor
spectators around the Howe Barracks square. However, the
st Battalion will have a corresponding Colours parade on
16th May 1996 and a similar number should be able to
attend that occasion.

On 10th February Sobraon Day, a Memorial was dedicated,
just inside the main entrance of Howe Barracks, to all who
served in The Queen’s Regiment from 1966 to 1992,
especially the nine who died through terrorist action in
Northern Ireland and England. The Memorial incorporates
the cartouche of the Royal Arms of King George HI which
was formerly on the Officers” Mess of the old Cavalry
Barracks, Canterbury, until they were demolished some 30
years ago.

The Queen’s Regiment Memorial

Standing in front of The Memorial four former Colonels of The
Queen’s Regiment, Brigadier Charles Millman, Major Generals
Rowley Mans, Fergus Ling and Mike Reynolds wiho was the last
Colonel of The Queen’s Regiment.

HRH The Princess of Wales graciously agreed to be Patron of
2 400 mile, 40 day, Regimental expedition on foot through the
Sambura region of Northern Kenya, led by Major Ken Hames
late last year. This “Trek” included ten under-privileged young
people and was covered by Meridian Television who screened
itin several instatments.

The Colonel-in-Chief is also Patron of the Regimental entry in
the 10,000 mile, 30 day, London Mcxico Rally by Major Nick
Sharples and Corporal Mick Istead. They plan to raise £10,000
for the Great Ormond Street Hospital for Sick Children, ol
which Her Royal Highness is also the patron.
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Infantry Soldier (A Celebratory Memoir)
Introduction

This is a record of the war-time service of Mr Francis
Aldridge MM, (former Infantry Platoon Sergeant), the
bare skeleton of which reads;-

15th Dec 1939 - 14th Apr 40, The Devonshire Regiment,
15th Apr 1940 - 23rd May 46, The Queen’s Royal
Regiment (West Surrey); 24th Aug 1944, London Gazette,
award of Military Medal.

Why Mr Aldridge? He just happens to be a friendly near
neighbour of mine on a hill outside Exeter, and a
fellow-member of the Pinhoe Branch of The Royal British
Legion; and, he just happens to provide a fine example of
the high-quality service given by many conscripted men
in and out of action during the 1939-45 War.

Francis Aldridge grew up in the village of Poltimore,
member of a large family, as Devonian as can be. [t is of
note that although he would no doubt have preferred to go
to war with his own County Regiment, he gave loyal,
distinguished service in another, packed with cockneys!

His own account of events leading up to his conscription,
runs something like this;-

“On the 30th September 1939 1 registered for conscript training,
as instructed; at end of October, underwent medical examination,
passing AL; and then on 15th December, 1 reported to the Higher
Barracks, Exeter, and joined The Devonshire Regiment”.

However, it turned out that in early April 1940, he was
required to move to Caterham as a reinforcement to the
2nd/6th Battalion, The Queen’s Royal Regiment, due to
join the BEF.

BEF 1940

Disembarked at Le Havre, the battalion was cncamped at
Abancourt where Aldridge was early startled to find a
peacetime layout with no camouflage! On 17th May the
Battalion began a series of moves, by train in cattle-trucks,
at some times machine-gunned from the air. Marches by
night followed for ten days without a hot meal, what a war!
Aldridge complains that during all that time, they had been
told nothing; “we were [like sheep, follow my leader. 1
suppose 1 did learn something because later in my service 1
used to tell the platoon everything, to put them in the
picture”. It may be imagined with what relief they returned
to Southampton from Cherbourg, on one of the last ships
leaving France.

Overseas

In August 1942, 2nd/6th Queens embarked at Liverpool on
SS Franconia bound, as it turned out, for India. During the
intervening two years since its return from France, the
Battalion had been shunted about the UK, in a variety of
roles, bringing it to a high state of readiness for active
service, which had included a tour at a Battle School,
Battle Patrol training and on the I4th May 1942,
inspection by King George VI during which Aldridge’s
platoon gave a bren gun demonstration. The battalion,
having called at Freetown en route, was allowed ashore at
Capetown wherc the liner stopped for about four days
during which our Servicemen were shown spiendid
hospitality. Mr Aldridge tells me that the “South African
ladies and their families looked after every Serviceman who
arrived on their shores, showing them some home life before
going to war. They were wonderful”. Just before the
Franconia left Capetown (on his 23rd birthday), Aldridge
became acting Platoon Commander of No 11 Platoon, the
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officer having been taken ill. Quite a step up (and
responsibility) for a young man called out of civvy street
at the end of 1939.

Landed at Bombay, the battalion was moved as follows;-
to Deolali, back to Bombay, by ship up the Persian Gulf
to Basra, and so by train to Kirkuk from which there was
to be much exercising around and about. It was here that,
having been out on lengthy reconnaissance with the other
two (officer) platoon commanders, Aldridge felt that it
was about time that he had a batman to ‘do’ for him as for
them, to which B Company Commander very sensibly
agreed!

The Longest Approach March in History

(As it was bound to becomec known: 3,313 miles in 31
days! the term “march™ may not be strictly applicable, but
even so!) this turned out to be the move of 169 Infantry
Brigade, including 2nd/6th Queens from Kirkuk to
Enfidaville in Tunisia, during March/April 1943.

They entrained for Baghdad, and were there loaded into
open 3-ton trucks driven by Indians. These set out
westward towards the coast. Each day throughout this

journey which lasted a month, they started at first light,

having already breaklasted, with a ten-minutes halt every
hour, three-quarters of an hour for lunch: sometimes
driving 150 miles a day, sometimes as little as 80.

More usually they slept in the open under their mosquito
nets, or later, after passing through Egypt, they put up
their two-man bivouacs. Driving over the desert, it was not
long before every man in a truck was completely covered
in sand - and sand will penetrate anywhere, no matter what
(as some readers may rccall!) Having crossed Iraq, they
entered the Jordan Valley from the head of which Mr
Aldridge “saw one of the best sights 1 saw during the whole
time 1 was in the Army”. And so on they went, across
Transjordan. Encamped for the night on the edge of the Sinai
Desert, they then crossed the Suez Canal, entering the fertile
Nile delta, and, driven along excellent roads (at last!) they
were enabled to stay for six days at Tahag Rest Camp where
there was a splendid NAAF]I. Here each man had one day off
which he could spend in Cairo.

The convoy entrained for Tobruk where Mr Aldridge
unhappily experienced his first taste of purified sea-water,
“horrible”! Then it was into lorries again, and on to
Enfidaville. The opportunity to take part in the final three
weeks of the campaign which saw the complcte
over-throw of the Afrika Korps, proved very beneficial. It
was an ideal time for battalions to undergo their baptism
of fire, short and sharp enough to give them confidence to
face further fighting in Italy.

All the time, since leaving Capetown, it has to be
remembered that Mr Aldridge is commanding No 11
Platoon, B Company, 2nd/6th Battalion The Queen’s
Royal Regiment, in the rank of Sergeant, justasif he were
a subaltern officer!

Background to Allied Invasion of Italy

On 3rd September 1943, The British 8th Army (Gencral
Montgomery) landed, unopposed, on the toe of Italy; and
the Italians signed an armistice with the Allies.

On the 9th September in the early hours, the British and
American Corps of 5th Army (General Mark Clark),
simultaneously stormed the beaches at two points near
Salerno, and immediately ran into thc heavy opposition.
The sandy shores around the Gulf of Salerno, - 30 miles
south of Naples, werc most suitable for a landing from the
sca, as the Germans anticipated! So, as Clark’s men went













conducted in good order and the 2 i/c’s hard work was well
rewarded. Different styles in running a mess were to be
expected in other areas of the service, although we were
surprised at the very lavish hospitality of our Gunner
Regiment whose mess was in the other half of the same
building at Barnard Castle. [t was magnums of champagne
all the way and their mess never closed down till the early
hours. Most of their officers worked in the city and quite
a few at Lloyds, so the wealth was very obvious, and a
fortnights camp was evidently a good outlet.

At that same camp we had some good Battalion training,
an exercise which involved a night march up Whit Fell and
a dawn attack near the top, was particularly useful; we
knew we had arrived at the right place at the right time
when a voice from an ‘enemy’ slit trench enquircd “Wor
yver all creeping about in the dark for”?

Dibgate in the first year and Stanford PTA in the last were
also good and much enjoyed. At brigade hcadquarters we
had ‘our’ real professor W H R Frend TD, cngagingly
humble about his brilliant brain which he loved to act
down. As Brigade intelligence officer he had just finished
a well received review of the situation, together with a
forecast which proved quite correct, when he retired to his
lean-to with a large sheaf of papers which turned out to be
the proof of his book ‘The Donatist Church’ which he said
his publishers wanted back in 48 hours, and they got it too.
There were a number of major ‘duties’ and functions based
from drill halls. The Coronation and our participation was
planned so long ahead that everyone knew in good time
the part they would play, but those at short notice such as
the funeral of HM King George VI were obviously more
difficult for TA people, but their response was always
magnificent. Adoption cercmonies early on, an All Ranks
Ball, opening of the new building at Sandficld, displays of
weapons and individual company functions, werc
occasions for liaison with the local population and were
well attended.

RSM Kemp and the PSls worked tirelessly in their highly
responsible jobs and were on very good terms with all ranks.
I am very grateful to cveryone in 5 Queen’s for my happy
period of command.

A day out at Stoughton Barracks with ‘the Great Provider’

*Arc you from the press?’ the harassed foreman asked, the
workmen were still sanding, cementing and sealing, and the
grass and plants still being laid. ‘Not like this when I was
serving here’, came the reply. *We would have got up earlier
and had it all spick and span well in time for the Colonel’s
inspection’. In through the front door, still being painted,
past the panicking cleaner of the ncwly laid (one hour before)
carpets. ‘What do you think of the layout?” asked the busy
receptionist, ‘Not good enough, put this dummy on a charge,
he hasn’t laid out his razor and toothbrush and his pillows
and blankets are a shambles!’

Lt Col (Retd) Wilson - ‘The Great Provider’ was in his
element, back in the very barracks where he had enlisted into
The Queen’s Royal Regiment in 1947. Throughout the week 1
had been taking over from Colonel Les he had been recciving
frantic calls from a Sarah Davis (Marketing) of ‘Countryside
Residential’ about a military display at Stoughton Barracks
Guildford. On a previous visit to the Princess of Wales’s Royal
Regimental Museum, which Colonel Les had set up in Dover
Castle, [ observed Eric Stenning and Dcnnis Brooker the
attendants, working on a bed inspection layout Circa 1950 and
Queen’s Royal Regiment officers, soldicrs, uniform, medals,
drums and picture display.

All this frenzied activity was the culmination of
co-ordination and many hours of consultation between
‘Countryside’, a building development firm, who were
tastefully turning Stoughton Barracks into an cxclusive
residential “Cardwells Keep’ and Colonel Wilson who
designed and provided a display from Dover Castle
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museum, depicting Regimental life at Stoughton Barracks.
Roy Harding, the attendant from the Queen’s Royal Surrey
Regimental Muscum, Clandon, who served with Colonel
Les in Malaya and lives down the road from Stoughton where
he was trained, turned up. Roy had been taking photos of
Stoughton at every stage of the refurbishment and will keep
an eyc on the display which will stay in the show flat
throughout the sales period of approximately one ycar.

By now the press were taking pictures of the ‘Countryside’
Dircctor receiving a framed ‘Pascal Lamb’ from Colonel
Les. Later I hcard him speaking to the press with great
enthusiasm and gratitude of what the Regiment and
Coloncl Les had done in support of the project - ‘A
wonderful co-operation to bring history to life within the
rcfurbished present to live in’. “When did the MOD vacate
the barracks’? asked the young female American reporter,
“The Royal Army Pay Corps records office left in 1983 said
Colonel Les. The year Colonel Les started as The Queen’s
Royal Surrcy Association Secretary and The Queen’s/PWRR
Regimental Muscum Curator, | thought, and eleven and a
half ycars of excellent service and outstanding achicvement!

‘I will return at 1600 hrs to test you on the military historical
information that I have given you' - the four young reporters
half blushed and half smiled. They were all very impressed
when I told them that Colonel Les had been invited by The
Princess of Wales’s Royal Regiment to ‘turn the page’ in
Canterbury Cathedral on Tuesday [7th January; his 65th
birthday. The four reporters were still trying to decipher how
1o compile seven into one Regimental histories ,“can we call
you if we have a query Colonel?”

Les, thank you for a very comprehensive hand over, we all
wish you a happy ‘age of living’., [ hope and know you will
keep in touch. You have provided us with so much.

JCR
Cardwells Keep February 1994

Members of the Regimental Council are shown with
Countryside Properties Director.




The Colours of the 24th London Regiment

On Remembrance Sunday 1994, the Colours of the 24th
London Regiment, later 7th (Southwark) Bn., Queen’s
Royal Regiment, were restored to St. Mary’s (Newington)
Church, S.E.11. In the picture shown here Jim Burgess (on
left) and David Smith hold the Colours outside the Church
before the Service. These two pre-War Territorials carried
them up the nave where they were accepted by the Rector
(the Revd. Father Michael Hart).

The Colours had been received at Windsor Castle in 1910
from King Edward VII. Following the outbreak of the Great
War, they were lodged in St. Mary’s Church; they were
regained by the Regiment aftcr the War. Soon after the
qlxlbrcak of the second World War, they were lodged this
time in Southwark Cathedral; this was just as well as St.
Mary’s was destroyed in the Blitz. They were regained in
January 1945, but relodged in the Cathedral in December
1945. They were regained in February 1951, and following
various TA reorganisations were laid up on Remembrance
Sunday in November 1961.

Al this time in 1961, they werc netted and cncased in plastic,
which in 30 years became discoloured and shabby.
Accordingly in 1993-4 they were recased and cleaned, and
then restored to St. Mary’s as described above. The Queen’s
(Southwark) Regimental Association is grateful to the
Regimental Association at Canterbury for bearing the cost of
the recent renovation work on these much travelled Colours.

JMAT
Queen’s (Southwark) O.C.A.

The annual dinner of the above was held as usual on the
nearest Saturday to March 6th which is the anniversary of
the Battle of Medenine. About 60 members of 1/7th Bn The
Queen’s Royal Regiment together with representatives of
the Sint Niklaas Patriotic Committee, Royal British Legion
(Southwark) and the Secretaries of 1/6th and 2/7th Bns
attended the function.

The President, Major A S Playfoot M.C. announced details
of the celebrations to be held in May in Hyde Park to
commemorate V.E. day, and that he hoped that some tickets
would be available. He expressed the thanks of members to
the committee and especially to R.B.L.(Southwark) for their
assistance on many occasions throughout the ycar. The
members were reminded that as members were dwindling
the reunion arrangements might need some revision.
However those present were adamant that they were
determined (o continue the event each year in order to
preserve the spirit of comradeship and pride in the battalion
and Regiment which remains so strong.

MilJ.Ol' Gen D.S. Gordon CB, CBE, DSO who commanded the
Bn in the Desert, Italy and Europe (hen gave an interesting
account of a visit that he had recently made to Villers Bocage
and of the memorial that he had been privileged to unveil. Mr

Larry Uren then proposed “Absent Friends” which was
followed by the toast of the “Regiment” by Major Ken
Jessup. Finally the Regimental March “Braganza™ brought
the convivial evening to a close.

ASP
William Griffiths Straat, St. Niklaas

. = .
Mrs Freda Griffiths with members of the 1/7th Queen’s
Association at the naming of a road in memory of her late

husband Lt Col W D Griffiths DSO. MC.
Tribute to Licutenant Colonel Les Wilson

To mark the end of Les Wilson’s 47 years of scrvice to the
Crown and the Regiment the President hosted a special
lunch on Friday 3rd February 1995, This took placc at The
Telegraph Hotel on Putney Hecath adjacent to the
Regiment’s first parade ground. The Chairman organized
the occasion and besides him and the President the
following attended: Major Generals Ling, Forrester, Mans
and Reynolds, Brigadier Acworth as President designate,
and Colonel Toby Sewell as President during the first
period of Les’s time as Secrctiry. The lunch was also used
to mark the imminent retirement as overall Regimental
Secretary PWRR of Colonel John Francis. Ladies
attended, and apologies and good wishes to Colonel Les
were sent by Major Generals Piggott and Lloyd Owen.

Major Generals Michael Forrester and Fergus Ling,
Les Wilson, Major Generals Rowley Mans and Mike Reynolds
and Colonel John Francis.

During lunch the President paid tribute to Les’s outstanding
service, highlighting his wonderlul influence on all who
have served with him, the leadership he has given within the
Regiment in all its forms, and his continuing instruction of
all in the Regiment and those privileged to join it. He said
how fortunate we are that Les will continue Lo serve the
Association in his retirement. On conclusion of the lunch
the President led a small dclegation to the Tercentenary
Monument on Putney Hcath, and this was found in good

order.































































































































