





Editorial

This edition marks a number of appointment changes
within the Association. Our President, Brigadier Mike
Doyle hands over to Brigadier Bob Acworth. Brigadier
Mike took over in 1989 and has always taken a greal
interest in its affairs during his Presidency.

He has taken a particular interest in the area of
benevolence, bringing to this his experience in his full
time employment with the British Commonwealth
Ex-Services League. He also set up the Regimental
Council, a small group of senior officers of our Regiment,
who act as advisors to the Association generally.

Colonel McConnell after being our Chairman since 1987,
ha-s decided that he should hand over and his successor
w1|l_ be Colonel Peter Thompson a distinguished
Territorial. Fortunately, we are not losing all the services
and F:xperience of Colonel McConnell, he has agreed to
continue as a trustee of our charitable funds and to remain
as our Association legal advisor. We owe a considerable
debt of gratitude to him, as over the years he has
successfully managed to ncgotiate with The Charity
Cox.nmissioners to reducc our various charities to one
major charity, thus making the day to day running and
administration of the Association so much easier.

On behalf of you all 1 thank Brigadier Mike and Coloncl
Mac for all their hard work and dedication to the
Association. We look forward to seeing them at rcunions
In the future. As Secretary it has been a great privilege to
work with them.

I'welcome on your behalf Brigadier Bob and Colonel Peter
and wish them a happy tenure as President and Chairman
uqd [ know we shall sce a lot of them at future events. You
will read clsewhere that I have now officially retired!
prcver [ am honoured to have been asked to continue
with various Association affairs, and 1 will be continuing
as Editor, I ask you all to continue to send your articles,
photos and reminiscences so that we can continue to
produce a good Newsletter.

Major John Rogerson has succeeded me as Secretary.
Many Queen’s Surreys will remember him as a PTI in the
gymnasium in Miinster, exhorting all to ‘breath through
the nose and out of the mouth’! He transferred to The
Army Physical Training Corps and served with distinction
with them until being commissioned into The Qucen’s
R‘egimcnl where he served with 3 Queen’s and later
Training Major of 6/7th Queen’s. He is therefore no
stranger to the regular or territorial in our Association.

Welcome John and remember, the first ten years are the
worst. He has also taken over the dutics of Curator at The
Princess of Wales’s Royal Regiment museum in Dover
Cflslle. It must be recorded that having assumed the dutics
of Secrelary in January, he promptly disappeared on
holiday in March!

I should like to thank the President for his very kind
remarks in his Editorial and also the senior officers and
their wives who attended the luncheon at Putney Heath. It
was a lovely surprise and a great honour for me.

I hppe to sce a full turnout for the Church Service at
Gmld.ford Cathedral on June 11th. It will be the last
occasion that Brigadier Mike and Coloncl Mac will be
attending as your President and Chairman, for the official
dl‘)’.lor handover is Sunday !1th June. It is not many
Regiments that hand over their duties in a Cathedral!

I hope also to see as many of you as possible throughout
this 50th Anniversary year of the ending of The Second
World War at reunion and commemorative events.

Best wishes to you all. Les Wilson

President’s Notes

The major event since the last cdition of this Newsletter has
been the retirement on 17th January 1995 of Lieutenant
Colonel Les Wilson, MBE, from his post as a Retired
Officer at RHQ at Canterbury. Many members have had
cause to be grateful to him, for he has played a major role
in the affairs of our Association and of The Queen’s
Regiment as well as lately The Princess of Wales’s Royal
Regiment. Few people have served any Regiment for so
long and so well.

Les Wilson joined The Qucen’s Royal Regiment in 1947
and served for 22 years before receiving a Quartermaster’s
commission in 1969. The last 6 years of thesc 22 were spent
as a splendid Regimental Sergeant Major of whom many of
our members - including me, had the highest respect.

His career as a Quartermaster was also notable, for he was
one of the very few who received promotion to Lieutenant
Colonel. He served as an officer from 1969 until 1983
belore finally “retiring” after a total of 36 ycar’s uniformed
service during which only 4 years were spent other than on
purely Regimental duty.

But he had not finished, for he then became a Retired
Officer at RHQ where he scrved a further 11 years mostly
looking after all our Association’s affairs but also with
many other tasks, notably the Regimental Museun at Dover
Castle. Now after 47 years of continual service on behalf of
our Regiments he has officially retired.

I am particularly glad to record that your Regimental
Committee has asked Les to continuc his work with our
Association on a part time basis, and he has accepted. He is
thus still editing this successful Newsletter and will
continue to be much involved in our various affairs.

On behalf of all Association members | congratulate and
thank Colone] Wilson for all he has done for his Regiments
and our Association over so many years, and thank him
warmly for agreeing (o continuc his involvement still
further.

These are the last notes [ will write as President of the
Association for I hand over to Brigadier Bob Acworth on
the day of our Association service at Guildford Cathedral
on Sunday 11th June. It has been a great privilege to have
held this appointment for the last six years, but I believe i
is time for a change.

With best wishes to you all. Mike Doyle

New Member

Readers will be aware that Mrs Penny James is our curator at
Clandon and it was therefore decided that she should become an
Honorary Member of the Association. Les Wilson on behalf of
the President and the Association pins the Association lapel
badge on our Penny's jacket.







Recently the Association, with the help of SSAFA, Dover were
able to assist My Beney in providing him with a powered
}v/wel('/mi/'. The photo shows Mr Beney and Mrs Elizabeth Irvine
The SSAFA Divisional Secretary.

Queen Alexandra Hospital Home

Miss | M Holgate, Chief Exccutive, The Queen Alexandra
Hospital Home has written, [ thought you might like to have
lhg enclosed photograph which shows some of our patients
en:]oying the aviary which we have been able to build and fill
with the latest donation your Association kindly gave us.
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As you will know the grounds and gardens are a source of
great enjoyment to our patients but your latest gift has
cnz.ll)lcd us to enhance this cven more. We had a small
aviary but we have now built over an existing border
which contained a varicty of shrubs. We have added some
lzmdscuping with a small strcam and pools and have been
able to create a lovely natural environment. We have been
tortunate to have had cxpert advice with this and also in
sclccling some new birds. The aviary includes winter
quarters with heat and lighting. This addition to our
facilities is one which even the most disabled can enjoy
and many happy hours are now spent watching the birds.
We are so grateful to you all.

23rd - 42/RTR London Regimental Association

We held our annual reunion lunch on St Georges Day at
27, St John’g [ill, in the officers mess, by kind permission
of the Commanding Officer, The London Regiment. Sixty
were present for an excellent buffet - a fine mixture of
23rd London, pre and post war, 42nd Tanks, guests from
the Newcastte and Oxford RTR branches and, of course,
iSurrcys. Considering our mixed parentage, we all scem to
purly' extremely well. We remembered in a moment of
silence Colonel Jackic Wykes, 42nd RTR and CO of the
48th, and Captain Vincent Blackwell, a staunch supporter
of our Association and Honorary Auditor.

We will meet again on April 23rd 1996.
DHC

The Princess of Wales’s Royal Regiment

The Regular battalions will be exchanging
barracks at the end of August, with the Ist
Battalion rcturning to Canterbury from
Omagh and the 2nd Battalion replacing them
in Ulster.

The 2nd Battalion are having a busy time before their move.
In addition to their Northern Ireland training and many other
duties, on 30th and 31st March respectively they provided
contingents to excrcise the Regiment’s Honorary Freedoms
in Southampton and Horley. On 20th May they will receive
new Colours in Canterbury from HRH The Princess of
Wales, and on st June they will Lay Up 2 Queens Colours
in Canterbury Cathedral.

Further Freecdom Parades are planned in Tonbridge on 10th
June by a contingent from the 5th Battalion, and in Brighton
on 28th October by the 6th/7th Battalion.

Unfortunately only a small representative party [rom cach
of our six affiliated Regimental Associations will be able to
attend the Presentation of Colours, as this will be primarily
a battalion “family’ event and there is only limited space lor
spectators around the Howe Barracks square. However, the
st Battalion will have a corresponding Colours parade on
16th May 1996 and a similar number should be able to
attend that occasion.

On 10th February Sobraon Day, a Memorial was dedicated,
just inside the main entrance of Howe Barracks, to all who
served in The Queen’s Regiment from 1966 to 1992,
especially the nine who died through terrorist action in
Northern Ireland and England. The Memorial incorporates
the cartouche of the Royal Arms of King George HI which
was formerly on the Officers” Mess of the old Cavalry
Barracks, Canterbury, until they were demolished some 30
years ago.

The Queen’s Regiment Memorial

Standing in front of The Memorial four former Colonels of The
Queen’s Regiment, Brigadier Charles Millman, Major Generals
Rowley Mans, Fergus Ling and Mike Reynolds wiho was the last
Colonel of The Queen’s Regiment.

HRH The Princess of Wales graciously agreed to be Patron of
2 400 mile, 40 day, Regimental expedition on foot through the
Sambura region of Northern Kenya, led by Major Ken Hames
late last year. This “Trek” included ten under-privileged young
people and was covered by Meridian Television who screened
itin several instatments.

The Colonel-in-Chief is also Patron of the Regimental entry in
the 10,000 mile, 30 day, London Mcxico Rally by Major Nick
Sharples and Corporal Mick Istead. They plan to raise £10,000
for the Great Ormond Street Hospital for Sick Children, ol
which Her Royal Highness is also the patron.

RAANY




Infantry Soldier (A Celebratory Memoir)
Introduction

This is a record of the war-time service of Mr Francis
Aldridge MM, (former Infantry Platoon Sergeant), the
bare skeleton of which reads;-

15th Dec 1939 - 14th Apr 40, The Devonshire Regiment,
15th Apr 1940 - 23rd May 46, The Queen’s Royal
Regiment (West Surrey); 24th Aug 1944, London Gazette,
award of Military Medal.

Why Mr Aldridge? He just happens to be a friendly near
neighbour of mine on a hill outside Exeter, and a
fellow-member of the Pinhoe Branch of The Royal British
Legion; and, he just happens to provide a fine example of
the high-quality service given by many conscripted men
in and out of action during the 1939-45 War.

Francis Aldridge grew up in the village of Poltimore,
member of a large family, as Devonian as can be. [t is of
note that although he would no doubt have preferred to go
to war with his own County Regiment, he gave loyal,
distinguished service in another, packed with cockneys!

His own account of events leading up to his conscription,
runs something like this;-

“On the 30th September 1939 1 registered for conscript training,
as instructed; at end of October, underwent medical examination,
passing AL; and then on 15th December, 1 reported to the Higher
Barracks, Exeter, and joined The Devonshire Regiment”.

However, it turned out that in early April 1940, he was
required to move to Caterham as a reinforcement to the
2nd/6th Battalion, The Queen’s Royal Regiment, due to
join the BEF.

BEF 1940

Disembarked at Le Havre, the battalion was cncamped at
Abancourt where Aldridge was early startled to find a
peacetime layout with no camouflage! On 17th May the
Battalion began a series of moves, by train in cattle-trucks,
at some times machine-gunned from the air. Marches by
night followed for ten days without a hot meal, what a war!
Aldridge complains that during all that time, they had been
told nothing; “we were [like sheep, follow my leader. 1
suppose 1 did learn something because later in my service 1
used to tell the platoon everything, to put them in the
picture”. It may be imagined with what relief they returned
to Southampton from Cherbourg, on one of the last ships
leaving France.

Overseas

In August 1942, 2nd/6th Queens embarked at Liverpool on
SS Franconia bound, as it turned out, for India. During the
intervening two years since its return from France, the
Battalion had been shunted about the UK, in a variety of
roles, bringing it to a high state of readiness for active
service, which had included a tour at a Battle School,
Battle Patrol training and on the I4th May 1942,
inspection by King George VI during which Aldridge’s
platoon gave a bren gun demonstration. The battalion,
having called at Freetown en route, was allowed ashore at
Capetown wherc the liner stopped for about four days
during which our Servicemen were shown spiendid
hospitality. Mr Aldridge tells me that the “South African
ladies and their families looked after every Serviceman who
arrived on their shores, showing them some home life before
going to war. They were wonderful”. Just before the
Franconia left Capetown (on his 23rd birthday), Aldridge
became acting Platoon Commander of No 11 Platoon, the
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officer having been taken ill. Quite a step up (and
responsibility) for a young man called out of civvy street
at the end of 1939.

Landed at Bombay, the battalion was moved as follows;-
to Deolali, back to Bombay, by ship up the Persian Gulf
to Basra, and so by train to Kirkuk from which there was
to be much exercising around and about. It was here that,
having been out on lengthy reconnaissance with the other
two (officer) platoon commanders, Aldridge felt that it
was about time that he had a batman to ‘do’ for him as for
them, to which B Company Commander very sensibly
agreed!

The Longest Approach March in History

(As it was bound to becomec known: 3,313 miles in 31
days! the term “march™ may not be strictly applicable, but
even so!) this turned out to be the move of 169 Infantry
Brigade, including 2nd/6th Queens from Kirkuk to
Enfidaville in Tunisia, during March/April 1943.

They entrained for Baghdad, and were there loaded into
open 3-ton trucks driven by Indians. These set out
westward towards the coast. Each day throughout this

journey which lasted a month, they started at first light,

having already breaklasted, with a ten-minutes halt every
hour, three-quarters of an hour for lunch: sometimes
driving 150 miles a day, sometimes as little as 80.

More usually they slept in the open under their mosquito
nets, or later, after passing through Egypt, they put up
their two-man bivouacs. Driving over the desert, it was not
long before every man in a truck was completely covered
in sand - and sand will penetrate anywhere, no matter what
(as some readers may rccall!) Having crossed Iraq, they
entered the Jordan Valley from the head of which Mr
Aldridge “saw one of the best sights 1 saw during the whole
time 1 was in the Army”. And so on they went, across
Transjordan. Encamped for the night on the edge of the Sinai
Desert, they then crossed the Suez Canal, entering the fertile
Nile delta, and, driven along excellent roads (at last!) they
were enabled to stay for six days at Tahag Rest Camp where
there was a splendid NAAF]I. Here each man had one day off
which he could spend in Cairo.

The convoy entrained for Tobruk where Mr Aldridge
unhappily experienced his first taste of purified sea-water,
“horrible”! Then it was into lorries again, and on to
Enfidaville. The opportunity to take part in the final three
weeks of the campaign which saw the complcte
over-throw of the Afrika Korps, proved very beneficial. It
was an ideal time for battalions to undergo their baptism
of fire, short and sharp enough to give them confidence to
face further fighting in Italy.

All the time, since leaving Capetown, it has to be
remembered that Mr Aldridge is commanding No 11
Platoon, B Company, 2nd/6th Battalion The Queen’s
Royal Regiment, in the rank of Sergeant, justasif he were
a subaltern officer!

Background to Allied Invasion of Italy

On 3rd September 1943, The British 8th Army (Gencral
Montgomery) landed, unopposed, on the toe of Italy; and
the Italians signed an armistice with the Allies.

On the 9th September in the early hours, the British and
American Corps of 5th Army (General Mark Clark),
simultaneously stormed the beaches at two points near
Salerno, and immediately ran into thc heavy opposition.
The sandy shores around the Gulf of Salerno, - 30 miles
south of Naples, werc most suitable for a landing from the
sca, as the Germans anticipated! So, as Clark’s men went













conducted in good order and the 2 i/c’s hard work was well
rewarded. Different styles in running a mess were to be
expected in other areas of the service, although we were
surprised at the very lavish hospitality of our Gunner
Regiment whose mess was in the other half of the same
building at Barnard Castle. [t was magnums of champagne
all the way and their mess never closed down till the early
hours. Most of their officers worked in the city and quite
a few at Lloyds, so the wealth was very obvious, and a
fortnights camp was evidently a good outlet.

At that same camp we had some good Battalion training,
an exercise which involved a night march up Whit Fell and
a dawn attack near the top, was particularly useful; we
knew we had arrived at the right place at the right time
when a voice from an ‘enemy’ slit trench enquircd “Wor
yver all creeping about in the dark for”?

Dibgate in the first year and Stanford PTA in the last were
also good and much enjoyed. At brigade hcadquarters we
had ‘our’ real professor W H R Frend TD, cngagingly
humble about his brilliant brain which he loved to act
down. As Brigade intelligence officer he had just finished
a well received review of the situation, together with a
forecast which proved quite correct, when he retired to his
lean-to with a large sheaf of papers which turned out to be
the proof of his book ‘The Donatist Church’ which he said
his publishers wanted back in 48 hours, and they got it too.
There were a number of major ‘duties’ and functions based
from drill halls. The Coronation and our participation was
planned so long ahead that everyone knew in good time
the part they would play, but those at short notice such as
the funeral of HM King George VI were obviously more
difficult for TA people, but their response was always
magnificent. Adoption cercmonies early on, an All Ranks
Ball, opening of the new building at Sandficld, displays of
weapons and individual company functions, werc
occasions for liaison with the local population and were
well attended.

RSM Kemp and the PSls worked tirelessly in their highly
responsible jobs and were on very good terms with all ranks.
I am very grateful to cveryone in 5 Queen’s for my happy
period of command.

A day out at Stoughton Barracks with ‘the Great Provider’

*Arc you from the press?’ the harassed foreman asked, the
workmen were still sanding, cementing and sealing, and the
grass and plants still being laid. ‘Not like this when I was
serving here’, came the reply. *We would have got up earlier
and had it all spick and span well in time for the Colonel’s
inspection’. In through the front door, still being painted,
past the panicking cleaner of the ncwly laid (one hour before)
carpets. ‘What do you think of the layout?” asked the busy
receptionist, ‘Not good enough, put this dummy on a charge,
he hasn’t laid out his razor and toothbrush and his pillows
and blankets are a shambles!’

Lt Col (Retd) Wilson - ‘The Great Provider’ was in his
element, back in the very barracks where he had enlisted into
The Queen’s Royal Regiment in 1947. Throughout the week 1
had been taking over from Colonel Les he had been recciving
frantic calls from a Sarah Davis (Marketing) of ‘Countryside
Residential’ about a military display at Stoughton Barracks
Guildford. On a previous visit to the Princess of Wales’s Royal
Regimental Museum, which Colonel Les had set up in Dover
Castle, [ observed Eric Stenning and Dcnnis Brooker the
attendants, working on a bed inspection layout Circa 1950 and
Queen’s Royal Regiment officers, soldicrs, uniform, medals,
drums and picture display.

All this frenzied activity was the culmination of
co-ordination and many hours of consultation between
‘Countryside’, a building development firm, who were
tastefully turning Stoughton Barracks into an cxclusive
residential “Cardwells Keep’ and Colonel Wilson who
designed and provided a display from Dover Castle
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museum, depicting Regimental life at Stoughton Barracks.
Roy Harding, the attendant from the Queen’s Royal Surrey
Regimental Muscum, Clandon, who served with Colonel
Les in Malaya and lives down the road from Stoughton where
he was trained, turned up. Roy had been taking photos of
Stoughton at every stage of the refurbishment and will keep
an eyc on the display which will stay in the show flat
throughout the sales period of approximately one ycar.

By now the press were taking pictures of the ‘Countryside’
Dircctor receiving a framed ‘Pascal Lamb’ from Colonel
Les. Later I hcard him speaking to the press with great
enthusiasm and gratitude of what the Regiment and
Coloncl Les had done in support of the project - ‘A
wonderful co-operation to bring history to life within the
rcfurbished present to live in’. “When did the MOD vacate
the barracks’? asked the young female American reporter,
“The Royal Army Pay Corps records office left in 1983 said
Colonel Les. The year Colonel Les started as The Queen’s
Royal Surrcy Association Secretary and The Queen’s/PWRR
Regimental Muscum Curator, | thought, and eleven and a
half ycars of excellent service and outstanding achicvement!

‘I will return at 1600 hrs to test you on the military historical
information that I have given you' - the four young reporters
half blushed and half smiled. They were all very impressed
when I told them that Colonel Les had been invited by The
Princess of Wales’s Royal Regiment to ‘turn the page’ in
Canterbury Cathedral on Tuesday [7th January; his 65th
birthday. The four reporters were still trying to decipher how
1o compile seven into one Regimental histories ,“can we call
you if we have a query Colonel?”

Les, thank you for a very comprehensive hand over, we all
wish you a happy ‘age of living’., [ hope and know you will
keep in touch. You have provided us with so much.

JCR
Cardwells Keep February 1994

Members of the Regimental Council are shown with
Countryside Properties Director.




The Colours of the 24th London Regiment

On Remembrance Sunday 1994, the Colours of the 24th
London Regiment, later 7th (Southwark) Bn., Queen’s
Royal Regiment, were restored to St. Mary’s (Newington)
Church, S.E.11. In the picture shown here Jim Burgess (on
left) and David Smith hold the Colours outside the Church
before the Service. These two pre-War Territorials carried
them up the nave where they were accepted by the Rector
(the Revd. Father Michael Hart).

The Colours had been received at Windsor Castle in 1910
from King Edward VII. Following the outbreak of the Great
War, they were lodged in St. Mary’s Church; they were
regained by the Regiment aftcr the War. Soon after the
qlxlbrcak of the second World War, they were lodged this
time in Southwark Cathedral; this was just as well as St.
Mary’s was destroyed in the Blitz. They were regained in
January 1945, but relodged in the Cathedral in December
1945. They were regained in February 1951, and following
various TA reorganisations were laid up on Remembrance
Sunday in November 1961.

Al this time in 1961, they werc netted and cncased in plastic,
which in 30 years became discoloured and shabby.
Accordingly in 1993-4 they were recased and cleaned, and
then restored to St. Mary’s as described above. The Queen’s
(Southwark) Regimental Association is grateful to the
Regimental Association at Canterbury for bearing the cost of
the recent renovation work on these much travelled Colours.

JMAT
Queen’s (Southwark) O.C.A.

The annual dinner of the above was held as usual on the
nearest Saturday to March 6th which is the anniversary of
the Battle of Medenine. About 60 members of 1/7th Bn The
Queen’s Royal Regiment together with representatives of
the Sint Niklaas Patriotic Committee, Royal British Legion
(Southwark) and the Secretaries of 1/6th and 2/7th Bns
attended the function.

The President, Major A S Playfoot M.C. announced details
of the celebrations to be held in May in Hyde Park to
commemorate V.E. day, and that he hoped that some tickets
would be available. He expressed the thanks of members to
the committee and especially to R.B.L.(Southwark) for their
assistance on many occasions throughout the ycar. The
members were reminded that as members were dwindling
the reunion arrangements might need some revision.
However those present were adamant that they were
determined (o continue the event each year in order to
preserve the spirit of comradeship and pride in the battalion
and Regiment which remains so strong.

MilJ.Ol' Gen D.S. Gordon CB, CBE, DSO who commanded the
Bn in the Desert, Italy and Europe (hen gave an interesting
account of a visit that he had recently made to Villers Bocage
and of the memorial that he had been privileged to unveil. Mr

Larry Uren then proposed “Absent Friends” which was
followed by the toast of the “Regiment” by Major Ken
Jessup. Finally the Regimental March “Braganza™ brought
the convivial evening to a close.

ASP
William Griffiths Straat, St. Niklaas

. = .
Mrs Freda Griffiths with members of the 1/7th Queen’s
Association at the naming of a road in memory of her late

husband Lt Col W D Griffiths DSO. MC.
Tribute to Licutenant Colonel Les Wilson

To mark the end of Les Wilson’s 47 years of scrvice to the
Crown and the Regiment the President hosted a special
lunch on Friday 3rd February 1995, This took placc at The
Telegraph Hotel on Putney Hecath adjacent to the
Regiment’s first parade ground. The Chairman organized
the occasion and besides him and the President the
following attended: Major Generals Ling, Forrester, Mans
and Reynolds, Brigadier Acworth as President designate,
and Colonel Toby Sewell as President during the first
period of Les’s time as Secrctiry. The lunch was also used
to mark the imminent retirement as overall Regimental
Secretary PWRR of Colonel John Francis. Ladies
attended, and apologies and good wishes to Colonel Les
were sent by Major Generals Piggott and Lloyd Owen.

Major Generals Michael Forrester and Fergus Ling,
Les Wilson, Major Generals Rowley Mans and Mike Reynolds
and Colonel John Francis.

During lunch the President paid tribute to Les’s outstanding
service, highlighting his wonderlul influence on all who
have served with him, the leadership he has given within the
Regiment in all its forms, and his continuing instruction of
all in the Regiment and those privileged to join it. He said
how fortunate we are that Les will continue Lo serve the
Association in his retirement. On conclusion of the lunch
the President led a small dclegation to the Tercentenary
Monument on Putney Hcath, and this was found in good

order.







The Lefevre Family and The Queen’s

The photo of my father Charles George Lefevre was taken
about 1913-14 when he was in the old 24th Bn The County of
London Regiment (The Queen’s), he served from 1913 till
1919.

In the picture of the mounted section they appear to have no
saddles, so I think they might have been exercising the
horses.

Vincent was captured ncar Abbeville in 1940 and was a
prisoner till the end of the war and came home just after VE
day, and got demobbed later that year, he died in 1990 of
cancer.

Brother Charles served through the war and finished up in
Vienna and was demobbed in 1946 or 47, 1 can’t quite
remember which year. He emigrated to Australia in 1958
and died there in 1987 of a heart attack.

I don’t know it all of the POW’s in the picture below are
Queensmen, Vince is the one immediately under the arrow,
I think he said that after the photo was taken the Germans
took the overcoats back!.

g
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I joined the army cadets in 1947 when [ was 14 years old,
Dad only let me join the cadets on the understanding that 1
Joined a Queen’s Bn, and I joined the 1st Bn four years later
and got demobbed in 1957, so I really wore the Lamb for 10
years, and still proudly wear it to this day on my blazer and
berct when on parade with the RBL and at regimental
parades. Vincent served in the 2/7th Queen’s and Charles in
the 1/7th, both at Braganza St., Southwark.

There is also a family story that our grandfather served in
the 4th Voluntcer Bn, The Queen’s (Royal West Surrey
Regiment). I have the cap badge of the Bn and it has always
been known as “Grandad’s Badge”, if he did it must have
been in the year 1883 or later. Well so much for the family
connections with the Regiment.

The photo of Colonel John Davidson and myself in the last
Nq\yslelter was a surprise, especially as I was given the
mitial A instead of G R Lefevre, the gentleman in the
background is my old friend Steve Birchmore who was in
.lhc mortar platoon. We got demobbed together, he married
into my family and we are still the best of pals after all these
years.

Well [ won’t bore you any longer, so I will close in the
hope of sccing you all at Guildford in June.

GRL

RSM J B Simmons MBE MC

On a recent visit to the 1st Battalion PWRR the Editor was
invited into the Warrant Officers and Sergeants Mess. The
Mess Committee have recently reframed a number of
prints. Among them are two of RSM Joe Simmons and his
medals. The photo at the top left was taken whilst he was
the RSM of | Queen’s who were then stationed in
Bangkok. The caricature at top right was drawn by a
National Service officer whilst the battalion werce
stationed in Iserlohn 1949-1951.

His medals were presented to | Queen’s Surrey Sergeants
Mess, by his widow and were formally handed over by the
then Colonel of The Queen’s Royal Surrcy Regiment
Major General F J C Piggott CB CBE DSO to the Editor
who was then the Regimental Sergeant Major. They
remained in Ist Bn The Queen’'s Scrgeants Mess and on
the recent amalgamation this very important sct of medals
was retained for permanent display by | PWRR Scrgeants
Mess. It was a pleasurc (o sce the care that both battalions
arc taking in looking after the artefacts from the forcbear
Regiments.

LW







and gave her some spirits which had such effect that they hoped
the event would soon answer their endeavours. She was carried
to Musselburgh and was fair recovered before next day. She is in
perfect health and judgement”.

“Half hanged
Maggic” as she
became known lived
for another forty
years. It is
interesting to note
that after news of her
survival reached the
authorities an
official was sent to
Musselburgh to
endeavour to have
her re-arrested (o be
executed again, but
she had left the
district by then and
was out of juris-
diction. She later
returned and was
allowed to live
NS e T without f(urther
persecution. It is
worth mentioning
that the reason she
had been sentenced
to death was due to a
self administered
abortion which
resulted in a prem- ature still birth and which was against
the concealment of Pregnancy Act of 1690.

The east end of the Grassmarket
showing the West Bow, the gallows
and the old corn market. A hanging
was an event not to be missed, and
invariably drew large crowds as in
this picture.

Onc wonders however what the soldier of Kirk’s object
was in attempting (o unravel the hangman’s noose?

A Nautical Touch

A photograph in Clandon Museum, portraying the
Bandmaster and bandsmen of The East Surrey Regiment
(believed in the 1950s), raises an interesting point. Close
examination of the medals of the sergeant second from the
right, shows that he is wearing an Atlantic Star (middle
decoration). Can anyone identily the sergeant and explain
why he is wearing what is primarily a naval decoration?

SlnCC this photo was received we have consulted our
Oracle’, Jack Chaffer and he has identified the senior

NCOs as follows:- On the left Sgt ‘Ginger’ Hunter,
Bandmaster Bil| Snowden, ‘Toms’ Thompson and ‘Perky’
Herne or Horne. He and Bill Warren believe the photo was
_lzlken in 1957 in Brunswick. Jack rccalls that ‘Toms’
Thompson served as a maritime gunner during the war.
Can any of our readers confirm the names?

Susteren 50 years on

The Evening Herald Saltash, Devon on January 30th 1995
published the following account of Major John Evans DSO
visit to Susteren in 1995.

1995 1945

A Disabled war hero from Saltash has returned in
triumph to a Dutch village he helped to liberate 50
years ago. Major John Evans DSO was invited to
Susteren for a four-day visit packed with civic
engagements including lighting a Liberation
bonfire, visiting a special war exhibition and
planting two commemorative trees. The gas-fired
Liberation flame was more [iKe a mini Olympic torch
than the heap of wood in the middle of a field Major
Evans had envisaged.

He raised a laugh with his hosts when he joKed:
“They tried to blow me up 50 years before and now
they are trying to finish the job!” But it was no joke
in January 1945 when Major Evans and 90
Infantrymen of The Queen’s Royal Regiment entered
Susteren on a bitter, snowy night. For they woke to
find themselves sharing the deserted town with
three Nazi Tiger tanks, with Allied armour unable
to come to their rescue because of slippery snow and
ice. A terrible firefight ensued, with all the officers
except Major Evans being Killed and just 37 men
surviving as the battle raged from house to house.
Major Evans refused to surrender, despite having
his arm, which was fater amputated, mangled by a
shell and suffering appalling back and leg injuries.
But his men held on and eventually the tanks were
Knocked out by artillery fire.

The townspeople’s opportunity to thank him for
their freedom came nearly twenty years later, when
he paid a personal visit to Susteren. The locals, who
had failed to track him down through Army records,
laid on an impromptu civic reception and promised
to name a road after him when the town was fully
rebuilt. Now, fifty years on, the pledge has been
more than Kept, with a street and junior school
named in his honour and the granting of the freedom
of the town in 1979. Major Evans, 79, said one of
the highlights of his latest visit fad been a concert
by local choirs who sang a medley of specially-learnt
songs in English.
“1t was an enormous compliment and 1 felt honoured
for the people who died in action 50 years ago,” he
said.

Acknowledgement: The Editor wishes to thank The Evening

Herald, Saltash, for permission to print this article and picture.
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Museum Notes

It has been an active period in the Museum since the last
Newsletter. Thanks to our dedicated and willing group of
volunteers we have had a particularly successful cleaning
and upgrading work session. Mrs Roupell and Mrs
Harding have brought about a transformation in the
uniforms on display and we are grateful to all for their
considerable efforts. Do come and visit your Museum o
see the results for yourselves.

Therc have becn many generous donations to our
Collection: eight groups of medals, various items of silver
including the “Pink” column purchased and presented by
the Association and a fine statuette of a rifleman of the Ist
Surrey Rifles given by the exccutors of the estate of Mrs
Mary O’Connor. Brigadicr Doyle generously presented
the cap of the first Communist Terrorist to be killed during
I Queen’s tour of duty in Malaya in 1954 by a patrol under
his command. An appeal in the last issue for attics to be
searched was not in vain and resulted in a hundred year
old frock (tunic to the uninitiated) of a Sgt Young of 2nd
Voluntcer Battalion The Queen’s.

We are particularly

seeking artefacts

from WW2 as we

wish to increase our
exposure of this

period so please keep

looking and let Mrs

James know if you

have anything you

feel able to present

(tel. 01483 223419).

There are appeals
clsewhere for

material to assist in

the preparation of

another popular

booklet in the East

Surrey series and

also for details of

those who served

M with the Queen’s in
North Africa. If we

can collate sufficient new material then it is our intention

to publish.

Computerisation is at an advanced stage, all our records
have been overhauled and Stage 1 (artefacts, medals,
pictures and uniforms) are currently with the expert who
Is creating (he data files. Stage 2 (documents, books,
photograph albums and battalion boxes) records are ready
Lo go when he has finished Stage 1. When completed our
accounting and information retrieval facilitics will be
considerably enhanced.

Stored in the attic for the past fifteen years there has been
a very large portrait of a Major Jackson who was a
distinguished Antarctic explorer and officer of The East
S“‘l‘l'cy Regiment. The Trustees decided to offer this
painting of Major Jackson dressed in Antarctic clothing c.
1894 to the Scott Polar Research Institute. It has now been
collected and will go on display once it has been clcaned
and restored,

Our current project is to develop facilities for
schoolchildren visits, with particular focus on aspects of
the National Curriculum in which the Museum has much
to offer. We shall be open until 31st October from 1.30
p-m. to 5.30 p.ra. every day except Thursday and Friday,
and inside you will find a much needed and generous gift

by Mr Peter Henman of a Clerk’s Desk. The Visitors’
Book can now be signed in comfort.

Finally, [ am grateful as always to my fellow Trustees,
members of the Working Group and the permanent staff
for all that they do to maintain the Museum. It would not
be possible without the generous support of the
Association and Lt Colonel Leslie Wilson, whom we are
delighted to say has become a Trustee of the Museum in
his own right.

Please keep searching those drawers and attics and
remember us if you have artefacts requiring a good home.

PAWGD

A Quest with a happy ending.
Mrs Daphne Hill writes:-

I have becen able to trace two families from the
photographs of War Cemeteries which I took in Normandy
last year. The first was of Lieut Paddy Toolan, MM, of
the 1/6th Bn The Queen’s Royal Regiment who was killed
on 17th June 1944 gallantly leading his platoon during the
defence of Briquessard. He is buried in Hottot-les-Bagues
cemetery. The Chaplain at Army Headquarters in Belfast
put me in touch with his brother and letters were
exchanged. The family were happy to know that Paddy had
not been forgotten.

Also in the cemetery at Hottot-les-Bagues, I found the grave
of Lieut H T P Large, Natal Defence Force, attached to 1/7th
Queen’s. I was glad to find his grave as Major-General D S
Gordon, his then Commanding Officer, on a recent visit to
the Museum, had spoken very warmly of him, Colonel
Gordon had found him in a reinforcement camp in the Desert
and asked him if he would like to join the Queen’s with two
other South African officers, namely Lieuts J K Wood and
H R Reed. When the fighting was over in Africa, the South
African officers had to get special dispensation from their
Government to leave Africa and to remain with the Battalion.

Soon after 1/7th Queen’s had landed in Normandy it was
engaged in the battles at Villers Bocage. Captain John
Wood recalled that Peter, on the day before he was killed,
did not hesitate in putting sticky bombs on enemy tanks
and had captured eight Germans.

As my photograph of his grave was so clear, I decided to
ask South Africa House if they could help trace his family.
On their suggestion I wrote to the South African BBC as
I was told they had a ‘Where are you now’ programime.
Within ten minutes of the broadcast, a cousin had phoned
in to say that Peter's two brothers, both doctors, were in
Australia.

Luckily Peter’s eldest brother, Paul, was coming to the
United Kingdom in October and arranged to come to the
Museum at Clandon with his wife to meet General Gordon.
This was a very happy meeting and the General was able
to tell Paul what his brother did in the battles of so long
ago. He gave Paul a couple of tumblers, inscribed with the
Queen’s badge, to take home with him, Meanwhile Tony,
the brother in Tasmania, sent me copies of the letters
written to his parcnts by members of the Battalion after
Peter was killed, including one from Colonel Gordon.
Captain A G Rich reported on 12th August 1944 that
fighting in a heavy action against cnemy infantry, Peter’s
platoon had had, to withdraw as other Battalion positions
had been overrun. While counter-attacking, Peter was hit
in the chest by a burst of machine-gun fire at close range,
and was killed instantly together with two other men. The
action took placce half a mile west of Villers Bocage. At
the time of the action, brother Tony was serving as a
Sub-Lieutenant with the Royal Navy in HMS Holmes in
the Channel. In September 1944 the Navy lent him a car
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Doctor Paul Large and his wife with Major General Desnond
Gordon on their visit to the museum.

for the afternoon so he could find and visit his brother’s
grave. Tony wrote to his parents “I found the grave in a
peaceful pleasant little place. In the clearing are two
other graves of his men two white crosses with names and
1/7th Queen’s’. By Peter’s head, a steel helmet and
someone, possibly from the nearby Convent, had put some
wild flowers in a steel cylinder. The countryside seemed
inorder except for helmets and scattered groups of graves
here and there”.

There are now two doctors in Australia who can raise a
regimental glass to the memory of their brother and the
1/7th Bn The Queen’s Royal Regiment.

1/7th Bn The Queen’s Royal Regiment.

Thank You:

Major 9.L.A. Fowler TD. For once
again giving us the materials on
which this book is printed.

Congratulations
an
Best Wishes

Congratulations to:-

Brigadier Trevor Hart-Dyke who celebrated his 90th
Birthday on the 19th February 1995,

Major Finch White who celebrated his 91st Birthday on 28th
December 1994,

Colonel *Buck’ Buchanan, Major Finch White and Major
Peter Hill on the occasion of Major Finch White's Birthday.

Arthur Scriven who celebrated his 92nd Birthday recently.

Major General and Mrs Rowley Mans who celebrated their
Golden Wedding on 6th January 1995,

Tommy and Rose Atkins who celebrated their Golden
Wedding on 3rd March 1995,

Mr and Mrs Bellerby on being admitted as Freeman of
Guildford. Bill Bellerby scrved with The Queen’s, and met
his wife Doreen at Stoughton. Between them they have a
total of 83 yecars service as Councillors. They retire as
Councillors in May. A very happy retirement to you both.
Best wishes from all Association members to Dave Boorer,
Peter Spearing, Tony Hannaford and sadly a number of our
members who have recently been in hospital for operations.
We wish them all a speedy return to good health.

Where does it go?

Several letters recently from members have asked where our
Newsletters go around the world. And so for your
information we despatch the Newsletter to:- Australia 10,
New Zealand 7, Canada 9, France 3, Kenya |, Belgium [,
Morocco 2, Botswana 1, USA 7, Spain 6, Denmark I,
Norway 1, Holland 1, India I, Italy 1, N. Ireland §, Oman
2, West Indies 2, Cyprus 2, Uganda 2, Eire 2. In addition 4
travel through diplomatic bag via London.

——-—000- -

Donations

The Trustees wish (o thank the following for donations
received during 1994, W Geeves, R Gates. In addition many
of our members continue to pay their own subscriptions and
include ‘a little more to pay for someone’s Newsletter’. To
you all we send our grateful thanks.




I Remember by Stanley Rayner

“I Remember” is a most apt title for this book. The author
does indeed remember with both clarity and perception the
events which he narrates. Inevitably one turns first to the
early days of the war. The gathering of the 2/6th Surreys
on Richmond Hill and the battalions sadly short existence
during the spring and early summer of 1940 in France.
Then the gradual and stunning realisation of captivity. All
these events are vividly told and well written. The five
long years in Germany are described as “the Wasted
Years”. But were they? As a tribute to the resilience and
fortitude of the human spirit they count rather as time well
and truly spent.

It is a relicl and a pleasure to turn back the pages to the
entertaining days of boyhood and working life in the shop.
Finally, before closing the book, your reviewer read again
the story of the short, cold, noisy flight in the belly of the
Lancaster bomber and the glimpse of the White Cliffs of
Dover - happy for them to be home again.

IMD

The Devil’s Adjutant
Jochen Peiper - Panzer Leader
by Major General Michael Reynolds CB

The story of onc of Himmler’'s former Adjutants and the
battle which brought this senior commander in Hitler’s SS
Bodyguard to the foreground of history. This book is
obtainable at all good bookshops from 30th May for £20
or direct from the warehouse for £16, including post &
packaging. Cheques to M F Reynolds, 8 Grassington
Road, Eastbourne, Sussex, BN20 7BU.

From Jitra to the Kwai
Some Reading for VJ Day + 50

With the 50th anniversary of VI Day this year, following close
on the heels of VE Day, it seems timely to recall one of the
scamier sides of the struggle against the Japanese between
November 1941 and 15th August 1945, when Japan
capitulated.

Destination Kwai by Jack Shuttle

Published 1994, by Tucann, Heighington, Lincoln, LN4
IRG, available from the author, 20 Glebe Road, Staines,
Middlesex, TWI8 IBX. Price £5.

This book gives a very simple but graphic personal
account of his misadventures, moving from 2nd Surreys in
Jitra, North Malaya in 1941, through the three months of the
Malaya Campaign, to his three and a half years of captivity
which followed. It is quite remarkablc how he has
re-captured in a quiel reminiscent way, the quasi-slavery
and brutal, physical hardship, deprivation, and appalling
sickness and dcath ratc of the prisoner workforce on the

River Kwai railway that the Japanese built to supply their
Burma front from Thailand. He relates equally well the
tedium of the aftermath, when the railway was completed,
years in the down-river camps where conditions were better
but not much. Above all, it is a tribute to the British and
Australian camp leadership and medicos who stood between
the working parties and the Japanese engineers and Korean
guards. It is also a tribute to the author’s own spirit and
cheerfulness in the face of debilitating sickness. For those
who do not know this story, it is a must: for those who were
there, it is an unbiased reminder. To get a wider picture of
the whole story, I can recommend three other books which |
have just re-read.

Singapore, The Inexcusable Betrayal
by George Chippington

Published 1992, by the Self-Publishing Association Ltd.,
Hanley Swan, Worcs. Price £14.95.

A subaltern of the Leiccsters and later of the British
Battalion, is quitec a remarkable account of the successive
battles fought down the length of Malaya, starting from
Jitra, where the Leicesters were alongside the Surreys. |
found it quite a gripping personal story, although
somehow he manages to omit the Surrcys holding the
riverline at Alor Star and how the premature blowing of
the bridge cost the Surrcys their carriers. The great thing
about this book is that it brings to life the actuality of close
combat. George Chippington seems to have been born a
very lucky man, but you will have to read the book to find
out why.

A Fearful Freedom, by Robert Hamond

Published 1984 by l.eo Cooper, Secker & Warburg. Price
£10.95.

Gives a totally diffcrent account of an 18th Division man
who, landing in Malaya in the last month of the campaign,
was projected with his brigade into the thick of the
fighting, cut-off and who thereafter survived the three and
half years behind the Japanese lines, cvading capture and
living with the Chinesc resistance.

The River Kwai Railway by Kinvig
Published 1992 by Brasseys (UK). Price £18.00

Is an extremely well researched historian’s viewpoint of
the whole background to the Malayan Campaign and to the
building of the Burma Siam railroad. I have read it several
times, which surcly shows that it is good reading.

Major General Kinvig was Director of Education and
Training Services (Army) in M.O.D. when he wrote it in
1992 and he gives a very full bibliography for those who
want to take their interest further.

All these books are still in print, particularly Destination
Kwai, published recently. You can always ask for them
through your public library, and they are well worth
reading.

Black Cat at War

The History of 56 (County of London) Division will be
publishcd on the Ist June by the Imperial War Museum,
Lambeth Road, London, SEI6 H2. Price £22.00

EAFH




PAY ATTENTION

CAN
YOU

Mr R Webber, Bredrick Cottage, 6 Church Street,
Collingbourne Ducis, Nr Marlborough, Wilts SN& 3EL
would like to hear from anyone who knew or served with
his father: 14640447, Pte C S G Webber, 2/5th Queens;
died in Italy on 13th Sept 1944 and is buried at Gradara
War Cemetery. Mr Webber describes himself as an orphan
and a war pensioner with mobility problems and has “only
just found this information” about his father. He also sent
lyrics of a song he had written called “Poppies Kissing
Stone” all beautifully illustrated and laminated.

00o

Alex Larner, 61474114, of 76, The Avenue, Wembley
Park, Middx HA9 9QL, who attended the Surrcy reunion
for a short while, wondered if there was still anyone
around from Richmond Park Camp, 1940?

He was in the MT section of the 10th Battalion and a lot
of training was with bren gun carriers in the park. They
went off to Devon and Cornwall where Alex bhecame a
cook sergeant, went to India and was attached to 19th Air
Formation Signals SEAC, being released in 1946. They
say the army marches on its stomach, so lets hope his
efforts were appreciated! He must be onc of the few
Surreys to have the Burma Star? Who else?

— o000 —

The Queen’s Royal Regiment
131 and 169 Brigades

In order to acquire material for the production of further
booklets similar to “The Queen’s in Burma 1943-45” the
Regimental Museum is anxious to hear from anybody who
served in either of the Queen’s Brigades (131 Bde and 169
Bde) or with 71 Independent Company, or indeed with the
2nd Battalion during its tour in the Middle East.

The East Surrey Regiment

It is thought there are many old Surreys who would like to have
a short history, at a low price, covering their service in the
Regiment. The Regimental Museum has produced booklets on
the 2nd Bn (Malaya 1941-42, price £2.40), the Ist and 1/6th
Bns (Algiers to Tunis 1942-43, price £3) and The Surreys in
Italy 1943-45 (price £3). All prices include P&P.

The booklet now in course of preparation will rccord the
operations of the Ist, 1/6th and 2/6th Bns in Belgium and
France 1940, the 1/6th in Greece 1944-46 and the
activities of all battalions in the defence of the United
Kingdom. It will also record the post-war activities of the
Regular and Territorial battalions until the amalgamation
of 1959, including the operations of the 2nd Bn in
Palestine 1946-47.

To assist readers we have included two separate proforma’s
with this Newsletter. Do try and complete them with your
stories so that we can record your experiences for future
gencrations. Don’t be afraid of writing any anecdote or
recollections of your service, particularly if amusing. Add
any further pages of sketches, maps or drawings to illustrate
your text. ‘Any photos or pictures will be looked after and
returned. When completed your proforma should be sent to
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Mrs Penny James, The Queen’s Royal Surrey Regiment
Museum, Clandon Park, Guildford, Surrey GU4 7RQ (Tel.
01483 223419). In order to go ahead with preparing the
booklet please try and forward them by 31st July 1995.

The Queen’s Royal Surrey Regiment

Members who served with The Queen’s Royal Surrey
Regiment from its formation in 1959 - 1966 will be asked
for their recollections in the November issue of the
Newsletter, do start preparing your storics of Bury St
Edmunds - Colchester - Aden - Hong Kong - Miinster -
Lingfield and Bahrain.

Berlin 1945

Shown inset is the divisional sign of the Second Army

These girls in khaki were photographed by News Chronicle
photographer Leonard McCombe at the ceremony in Berlin when
the Union Jack was unfurled.

This is the story he sent with the picture:

I thought they were the first A.T.S. girls in Berlin.
There they were among a crowd of Tommies
leaning over the railings at the Grosser Stern. They
smiled at me as I came forward. I couldn't see any
A.T.S. insignia only a Desert Rat flash on their
arms. ‘which part of England?” I asked. “No
speak” they answered and laughed. I tried in
French and German without result. Only nodding
of heads and laughter.

Lt C F ‘Dick’ Dickson came up and I was introduced. But
their names were secretl, their nationalities also. Lt
Dickson found them in a Displaced Persons camp as our
armies crossed the Reich. One was a singer another a
dancer, and the third played the piano.

So he cnrolled them into the 131st Brigade Concert Party,
found some army clothes for them, and cver since they
have sung, danced and played to the boys of the Deserl
Rats Division.

Complications have arisen. They have been getting no pay
and no one knows what to pay them. But the girls don’t
mind. They arc far too happy. They were the first girls to
enter Berlin with the British Troops.

Do any of our rcaders remember this incident? (or the
girls?!) it is believed that there were ten ol these girls
attached to the Brigade in Berlin in 1945.
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Camp. However it was not long beforc “Phil” invited the
Queen Bee to the Aces and fraternisation at all levels soon
followed. The ensuing weeks followed a regular pattern of
Instruction in parade formation, drill, route marching and
communication drill. It was gratifying to see how quickly
the companies developed into efficient and integrated
unity encouraged by friendly rivalry and a sensc of
company pride.

Only one disastrous occurrence took place during my stay,
another “first” for me, when [ was called from the mess
one night to view one of the recruits not of my own
company, found lying on the path between the huts at the
foot of onc of the pylons which carried the high tension
cables across the Camp. Although this was strictly an
A.T.S. affair it fell to my lot to conduct the Court of
enquiry. There was some suggestion that the girl had been
a keen climber but fortunately for the good name of the
Camp, her parents moved in high places and no publicity
followed. Inevitably as the Christmas season approached,
the order came round for each company to submit a
programme as a contribution to the Christmas Concert.
Failing to find any talent amongst my staff, [ found myself
stuck with the job of stage manager, producer, librettist,
sketch and song writer to fill our allotted share of the
evening’s entertainment which took place on the 9th of
December, the night before the departure of one ol the
intakes. It was now considered that we had done our job
and that Queen’s Camp could be left to run unaided. After
a short Christmas break followed by 7 days leave, I made
my farewells with happy memories and some sensc of
achievement, departed with Eddic Vine and a number of
Sergeants to Chichester on January 16th 1942 to join the
newly formed No 45 Primary Training Centre, housed in
The Royal Sussex Barracks but that is another story.

JGB

1994 East Surrey Reunion

The 1994 East Surrey Reunion held at St Johns Drill Hall
Clapham on 15th October continued the highly successful
revival in attendance of 1993, 250 attended. Of course, not
everyone can be there every year, but there always seems to
be a sprinkling of new faces to replace the regulars who
cannot make it. It was particularly encouraging to see a
strong group of young men wearing Queens Rcgiment Ties,
and nice to know that they can identify themselves with a
forebear regiment. Perhaps we can adapt an old saying, “if
you think you are a Surrey then you are a Surrey!”

The catering and bar arrangements, which creaked a bit
under pressurc of numbers last year, were fully up to the
occasion this year. The buffet was excellent in varicty and
quantity and we congratulate Mrs Daniels, the caretaker’s
wife, who obviously put a tremendous amount of work into
its preparation. Mrs Kathy Bedford and her family
organised the successful raffle where the chances of a win,
though not guaranteed, were better than the National
Lottery! Mrs Daphne Hill's salc of Museum Shop items was
as popular as cver.

It is always difficult to get a bit of hush at such a lively
gathering, but our secretary, Tony Ramscy, achieved it
when he proposed the toast “The Regiment,” and a
recording of the Regimental Marches was played. All backs
were straight and there was many a moist eye.

Bouquets werc presented to Mrs Brenda Bishop, our
President’s wife, and to Mrs Kathy Bediord. Kathy
continues to give tremendous support to the Committee,
particularly in the distribution of Reunion application forms
and tickets.

The Committee (Secrctary Tony Ramsey, Chairman Olly
Hyman, Treasurer Fred Jenkins) were delighted at the
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excellent attendance and Tony wishes to thank all those who
turned up at the Reunion, it made a great success of the
evening and also made the work of the Committec and their
helpers thoroughly worth white. We look forward to seeing
you again at the next Reunion at Clapham on Saturday 14th
October 1995.

DRB
The Medenine Gun

Presentation Parade in the desert

In Desert sand mid shot and shell,
‘Neath blazing sun in man made hell,
A memorable day saw glory won
By the Queen’s men crew of the Medenine Gun.

Facing the enemy’s martial might,
And flinching not at the menacing sight,
They shattered the tanks of the charging Hun

With deadly fire from the Medenine Gun.
None should forget the gallant band

of men who made heroic stand,
Determined that duty should be done,
As they bravely manned the Medenine Gun.

Richard Ford

Medenine, in the North African Campaign of 1943,
became a Battle Honour of The Queen's Royal Regiment.
The Gun was brought back to England and after adorning
various locations was eventually sited at the main gate of
Howe Barracks, Canterbury. It was credited with having
destroyed more enemy tanks than anyother anti-tank gun
in the North African campaign. Its commander, Sgt
Andrews, won the Distinguished Conduct Mcdal.

The Medinine Gun at the entrance to Howe Barracks, with The
Queen’s Regiment Memorial in the background.




Remembrance Sunday 1994

Major Derek Conran TD, Honorary Secretary of the 23rd
London / 42nd Royal Tank Regiment Association, outside
the Drill Hall at St Johns Hill, Clapham Junction on
Remembrance Sunday.

He had earlier laid a wreath at the war memorial in St
Mary’s Battersea wherc over 1200 men of the 23rd are
commemorated from the Great War and 64 from the 42nd
RTR from the Second World War. The old colours of the
23rd London Regiment were laid up at St Mary’s on 19th
January 1964.

Derek Conran joined the 42nd Royal Tank Regiment at
Clapham Junction in 1954 as a Troop Leader. At that time
there were two Armoured TA Regiments in London, the
42nd and the Westminster Dragoons. On the whole those
who had been RTR, like Derek, joined the 42nd whilst
those who had been cavalry or yeomanry joined the
Westminsters. He was lucky to be in time to take part in
‘Exercise London Pride’, the last full scale TA armoured
territorial camp.

When the 42nd lost their tanks and reverted to their pre
war role as 23rd London, Derek soldiered on, becoming a
Company Commander. After amalgamation with the East
Surreys to form the 4th Queen’s Surreys, he was later
detachment commander at Clapham (A and B Companies)
when HQ was at Kingston.

He then moved to Kingston as 2i/c and at the next
amalgamation of 3rd and 4th Surreys, was HQ Coy
commander at Kingston. He retired in 1968. He has lived
n Qxford since 1972. He keeps a close contact with his
_Umversily OTC where he was a cadet in 1944, and which
1S one of the most flourishing in the country.

The 23rd/42nd RTR Association has about 90 members -
lhOl.lgh scattered throughout the country and, like others,
ageing, However it manages a very good turn out for its
annual St Georges Day lunch (April 23rd), the only official
gel together. This is held in the Officers Mess at St John's
Hill and therc is an excellent buffet.

The London Regiment, whose HQ (Anzio) Company is al
Sl. John’s Hill, have made The Association most welcome
- 1t could not have more delightful hosts.

Remembrance Day, Shoreham

The Standard Bearer
is Frank Bell (2/5th
Queen’s) and Doug
Moody (2/6¢th
Queen’s) taken at
The Royal British
Legion’s Shoreham
Branch.

Passing it on

I had the honour and privilege of being invited in early
December 1994 to talk to potential young NCOs about to
step on the [irst rung of the promotion ladder, on how we
went about the same traumas way back in 1938 onwards.

The value of the talk is best left to those who had to sit
through it, listening to some old codger from way back,
and perhaps after a fong hard day of grafting, they might
well have been looking forward to a good cuppa instead.
I could not have been better looked after, from the time
the driver arrived at my home to the time he arrived back
at my home, as if I had been the Colonel-in-Chief herself.
[ was met by the Regimental Sergeant Major, his PMC,
and the Cadre Instructional Team, and was accorded every
possible courtesy.

Before the talk I was invited into the Sergeants Mess,
where I was introduced to members, and after the talk was
invited back to the Mess for dinner, a glass of beer, and
further reminiscences of days gone by.

Indeed so engrossed was I with the excellent atmosphere
of that foundation (The Sergeants Mcss) that time went by
so quickly, and before 1 new it, the car had arrived to take
me home, but not beforc one last very kind gesturc. The
Regimental Scrgecant Major presented me with a
beautifully framed picture of a PRIVATE MOYSE who
served with The Buffs in China in or around 1860, and who
was killed by the Chinese Mandarin because he would not
bow to their demands. The poem called The Private of The
Buffs immortalises his action. [ hope [ didn't take the wind
out of the RSM’s sails, when I told him I knew the poem
almost by heart, and there and then recited the first verse
almost exactly. The picture now hangs on the wall over the
head of my bed, and stands sentinal over me whilst I sleep
in peace.

Finally, through these lines, [ would like to say to all those
old warriors of the old and bold brigade, sad as it is that
we have lost the famous names of our Regiments, The
Queen’s Royal, The Buffs, The East Surreys, The Royal
Sussex, The Queen’s Own Royal West Kents, The Royal
Hampshire and The Middlesex Regiments, what I saw and
experienced in that short time in the Sergeants Mess of 2nd
Bn The Princess of Wales’s Royal Regiment, you can feel
very proud and rest assured that all those traditions that
you held so dear are being maintained in the highest
traditions of all those Regiments that you and 1 served in
those many years ago.

Tommy Atkins
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young soldiers 70th Battalion Queen’s Royal Regiment
which was formed in 1940 when [ myself enlisted and
others were sent to Salesian College (Battersea) for
training for Guard Dutics at Croydon Aerodrome, all of us
were 18 years old, too young to go on active service. If
ever you come across any mention of The 70th Battalion
I'would love to have news of old comrades.

H Jones writes from New South Wales, Australia:-

In response 1o your request as to the identity of those
involved in the photos on page 34 Newsletter 56, I believe
it is elements of support platoon A Coy 3rd Bn Quecn’s
Surreys.

Cpt H Jones, myself on far left. [ was part of the mortar
section, my No 2 beside me. At rear, fourth left is Pte
Selwyn Johns who went on to join the Ist Bn and saw
service in Northern Ireland. Sixth left, Sgt Cyril Corcoran,
the section commander (now deccased).

Onc matter of general interest, myself and another Cpl
from A Coy provided the sentries for the Old Colours on
the colour presentation parade when [ was with Sth Bn The
Quecen’s Royal Regiment.

I was discharged when emigrating to Australia in 1964. 1
rejoined |7 Bn Royal New South Wales Regiment and
after many postings finished my army reserve career as
RSM of 8 Signal Regiment at age 55.

[ ' would like to say how much 1 enjoy the Newsletter. On
a visit to England last year I attended the service al
Guildford in June with another member and long time
friend Frank Chatfield from Reigate, who made the rank
of Sgt before discharge. I am the one on the left in the light
Jacket.

W Oliver writes from Crawley:-

Thank you for the Newslctter, I look forward to each copy,
IU's a very nice way of keeping in touch and knowing what
IS going on around the regiment, you see | was born into
the regiment and later became myself part of it, and joined
the 1/7th Queen’s until they were disbanded in Holland
1944, 1 was then posted to the Ist Bn Queen’s in Berlin,
they joined the Berlin garrison during the blockade, the
Norfolks and Queen’s were together in Spandau, Berlin
1948-1949. In the last Newsletter T read about the old
depot Stoughton Barracks, it is such a shame to sce the
destruction, part of our regimental history, we once lived
N married quarters 1938/1941, as my father was a regular
soldier Sgt T Oliver, I knew every inch of Stoughton
Barracks and many faces, and don’t forget the new
Queen’s Camp built behind the Barracks later to become
the home of the A.T.S. Sir forgive me I could go on and
on, I have so many memories of the regiment before and
during the war, so I will end my letter.

God bless all comrades.

R Kalinski writes from Stanmore:-

To answer F Watson of Walthamstow regarding the
whereabouts of Captain “Holy Joe” Mullins he was my
officer in charge of the M.T. until taken over by Mr
Hopkins who was unfortunately killed by shell fire the day
before we were relieved in the Queen’s box at the battle
of the Arakan. He was a real gentleman.

Going back to Capt Mullins I met him in Baker St, London
during the 1950s he was a priest in the local church. At
that time [ was working in a barbers shop in Baker Street
and Capt Mullins became a customer until after a while he
camc to tell me he was taking me to lunch because he was
going back to India to work, I think in a missionary school.
[ have not scen or heard from him since.

I was also sorry to hear of the death of Capt Hamilton, I
was also one of the draft that went to India on the 20th
January 1940. He must have been one of the tallest officers
in the British Army. I came home with him on the Orion
in Nov 1944, the other officer on the draft was Lt De
Saulies.I would also like to mention a few words regarding
the death of Johnny Luxford. we all used to attend the
reunion every ycar in the Union Jack Club with some of
the boys. Sgt Sid Pilch, Tom Major, Dick Lucas and
myscll attended his funeral in Weybridge. Heartfelt
sympathy to his dear wife Elizabeth. He will be sadly
missed.

All the very best to all my old comrades in the Queen’s.

W R Hewitt writes:-

Thank you for my last Newsletter. As always very good
reading. [ was in 13th Bn The Queen’s Royal Regiment at
Shorncliffe, then Maidstone and on to Yorkshire,
Helmsley with the 1st/6th Queen’s, went out (o India to
join the 2nd Bn in Poona, but bad luck, had (o have my
arm in plaster, which stopped mec going to Poona. I ended
up in the 7th Bn King's Own Royal Regiment from
Kalyan, at Bangalore. Then I went to the 2nd KORR at
Cawnpore where the mutiny took place. From therc 1 went
to Lucknow, Calcutta, Chowringlee, on the way home for
demob the 2nd KORR were getting off at Port Tewfik,
which left the Ist Battalion Lancashire Fusiliers on the
HMT Georgic, so | ended up with them before demob at
Wrexhan.

But I still say the Queen’s is My Regiment I had the
Queen’s badge tattooed on my left arm out in India
because the best time I had in the army was in the Queen’s
with all its spit and polish and saluting at all-times.

Once again thank you for Newsletter. Best wishes to
yourself and all old comrades.

A W E Hitchcock writes from Rickmansworth:-

I was a member of the 1/6th Bn The East Surrcy Regiment
from before it was translerred to the 4th British Division
tn 1940 until de-mob in 1946.

I cannot recall the 4th Division sign, as mentioned in
No.55 May 94, ever having been a single fourth quadrant
of a circle. However two changes were made to divisional
markings. When we first reccived the 4th Division sign it
was a red circle with the FIRST (looking at it clockwise)
quadrant offset but later this was changed to the FOURTH
quadrant. This sign obviously generated the name of the
4th Division canteen in Athens, “The Dutch Cheese”.

The other change which took place, I believe in 1942, was
that it was rcalized that in the Order of Battle The East
Surrey Regiment (3 1st of Foot) had precedence over The
Duke of Cornwall’s Light Infantry (32nd of Foot) so all
the vehicle divisional numbers were changed from 57 to
56, and vice versa.

39










We got back to D Coy HQ and were told to take up our
position as they were about to advance to aridge about 500
yds in front of us. The artillery was going to give us
covering fire. I remember the 25s opening up and the order
to move forward. I had gone forward about 200 yds when
there was a terrific flash and [ was dumped on the ground.
[ remember the stretcher bearers attending to me and
carrying me and placing me on the stretcher across the
back of the jeep which had brought us up to D Coy. I
remember being lifted off the jeep and being placed on the
ground next to some more casualties. The next thing I
remember was coming round in bed inside a tent. A soldier
was sat at my side holding my arm. He said he was there
to stop me from making a move with my arm as [ was
receiving a blood transfusion. I was in a New Zealand
casualty clearing station and I was due to go into the
operating theatre.

At the time | was in no pain and I asked him what had
happened to me, but all he said was he would let me know
after I came back out of the operation. When [ came round
after the operation I was told that my right leg had to be
amputated at mid thigh, but my left leg should be alright.
Apparently a shell had exploded directly in front of me
with the shrapnel cutting through my legs. If I had been
slightly forward I would have been blown up with the shell
and if I had been slightly farther back I would have
received the shrapnel in my chest and head. So I consider
myself very lucky.

Eight years later [ was forced to go into hospital and have
a large piece of shrapnel removed from my back. It was
situated a half inch from my spine. There were five
channels of poison down my back and breaking out as deep
abcesses. It was only after going into hospital about five
times to have these abcesses lanced that they decided to
investigate and found this shrapnel which they removed. |
have still got it. I keep it in a match box. After the
operation they asked me what had caused the V shape scar
in my back. [ could not tell them. The surgeon and doctors
finally came to the conclusion that it had occurred from
the result of the shrapnel entering my back. It could have
only happened other than the shell which caused my main
injuries as all scars and burns to the flesh was consistent
to the shell having exploded in front of the body.

That left only one other explanation and that was that it
was the same piece of shrapnel that had passed through the
Trans/Rec which I had on my back when the valves got
shattered. The surgeon said that when the shrapnel entered
the body it numbed the immediate area and the wound had
sealed itself and as it had happened only a short period
before receiving the main injuries I wouldn’t have realised
anything had happened.

Since that period of time [ have enjoyed very good health.
I did have my gall bladder removed about eight years ago and
had Keyhole surgery on my good knee twelve months ago.

For thirty years up till I retired January 1986 [ was
employed at Smiths Industries Bishops Cleeve,
Cheltenham, working on assembly of aircraft instruments.
Well I am going to close this letter now, with best wishes
to all.

J H Smith writes from Portsmouth:-

At a chance meeting with Ron May it came about that my
friend Ernie Hibbert, who I thought had died years ago,
was alive and well, and as we got called up together and
served in the Middle East then in Burma with the Chindits
(2 Queen’s). We had some lovely times together and to see
Ernie and his wife sitting there it was wonderful, having
just lost another great friend Tom Best. May we all live
long to be with them all again at Clandon and Guildford.
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Should you see Ron May please convey my great thanks
and we hope to all be together again soon.
Best wishes to all.

Henry Lewis writes:-

With further reference to my letter of January 5 1995,
when I advised you, that I had been in touch with Capt Ron
MacLean, who commanded HQ Coy 1/5th Queen’s and
was a “CanLoan” officer, [ am glad to report, that two
weeks ago Ron and his wife Marguerite visited me in
Prescott. We had a wonderful time, looking at old
memorabilia and photographs and badges, and yesterday I
visited them at their lovely home on Howe Island which is
about 40 miles west of Prescott, and Ron gave me copies
of a lot of photographs, which he had taken while serving
with the 1/5th Queen’s in 1944 and 1945.

[ am also still in regular contact with Bernard Gershon and
his wife Joyce, who live in Tetbury in Gloucestershire.
“Gersh” was my signals sergeant, when | served with the
1/5th Queen’s in Europe.

J E Sears writes:-

Thank you for sending the copy of the Enlidaville History.
I remembered it just as if it was yesterday. I did enjoy the
visit to England and Italy last year, and especially the visit
to you at Howe barracks. Thank you for making us so
welcome. It would have been nice to have taken up your
offer to visit the museum in Dover, but time didn’t permit.

4 Wy
N .
On 10th September 94 we attended the reunion of the
2/6th Queens at the Union Jack Club. It was most exciting
to meet some old comrades to whom I could chat about
wartime experiences. [ am pleased that so many have been
in touch with interesting letters and photos.

In mid September we had ten days in Italy. We stayed in
Rome for four days and visiled the Anzio Landing
Museum and the Anzio War Cemetery. After this we went
to Salerno for two days and visited the War Ccmetery
there. The next day was Sunday and we joined the throngs
on the promenade. Everyone was in their Sunday best,
some people fishing, some boating, a real carnival
atmosphere of happy people. It gave me a different
perspective of Salerno, to that which I remembered from
50 years ago. We next moved on to Bologna from where
we did a day trip to Savignano, (a small town near Rimini)
which is where I was made a prisoner of war in 1944,

On our return to England we visited my family on the Isle
of Wight. While there we happened upon a 50th
anniversary “From War to Peace” cxhibition. Included in
it were some old newspaper articles about myself, copies
of which I enclose. Our next place to visit was Clandon
Museum which was most interesting and very
comprehensive. I was re-acquainted with comrades I inet
at the reunion.




The last event on our agenda before returning to New

Zealand was to attend the march-past of The Princess of

Wales’s Royal Regiment in Guildford. This was also the
first proud occasion I'd had to wear my medals and [ also

had the honour of shaking hands with the Mayor of

Guildford. At the luncheon afterwards I again had the
pleasure of meeting other old comrades and swapping
wartime tales. I have enclosced an account of my army
service and a copy of the forged pass to Rome. You have
both Brigadier G B Curtis and my permission to use it.
Editors Note: This may be used in a later issue of the
Newsletter

G R Lefevre writes:

Please find enclosed subscription to the Association and a
bit (o help out. I consider it a small price to pay for such an
excellent Newsletter and privilege to have known such men
as I served with in The Queen’s Royal Regiment. My
“mucker” Steve Birchmore of the mortar platoon and I hope
to visit Clandon in the spring, and we are really looking

forward to it. The guide is a real cye opener to what is on
show.

If there is any way [ can help the Association please let me
know won't you.

The article on the old 4th Vol Bn reminds me of the
excellent book by J M A Tamplin entitled The Lambeth and
Southwark Volunteers of which I have a copy. It might be

possible to see il you can reprint the potted history of

William Roupecll who was the first CO of the Bn, it makes
very interesting rcading!!.
Well [ will close now.

“Cleggy” writes:

I don’t know who “Rupert” is, and | very much doubt if you
would tell me, maybe you could find room in the Newsletter
to pass my thanks on, for the amusing and cxcellent articles
on his military career.

What an enterprising young officer he proved to be! For to
be able to get the ‘King’s’ agreement on wearing two
famous County Regimental Badges, (I think it must have
taken Monty about thirty ycars to achieve this feat).

I also remember the opening address, to the Officer Cadets
at Mons, by Regimental Sergeant Major Desmond Lynch
MBE DCM Irish Guards. The six foot table mentioncd by
“Rupert” used to sag in the middle with the weight of that
giant frame. [ used to pray that one day it would give way,
and POMP would meet Circumstance on its way down, for
he had called my Regiment a ‘Fish and Chip’ one in the mess
one evening. 1 had to draw mysclf up to my full 5 foot 5
inches and try and look into those picrcing blue Irish eyes
at 6 foot 4 inches, and remind him that the Star of the East
and Lamb of the West, were more than equal to any Foot or
Line Regiment. (We had just amalgamated). I hope that we
shall have at least one more chapter from “Rupert”.

The ‘King’ was a nickname for the then Lt Col G A White
MBE commanding 1 Queen’s Surreys, later Maj Gen G A
White MBE.

I hear on the ‘Grapcvine’ that you are due for retirement
soon. May I add my thanks, to the many that you have
received in the past, for the wonderfully balanced
Newsletters you have produced over the years. (I am
somewhat surprised, I always thought that your job was
occupational therapy recommended by the RMO).

May Hecalth, and Happiness, be your companions in the
years ahead.

Good Luck Old Soldier.

Cleggy
Bob Edwards writes from Swansea:-

I must congratulate the team responsible for the very high
standard attained and maintained in producing, what is a
very interesting magazine. I look forward to receiving it
about a month before it is duc. When it arrives I immediately
spend a lew minutes quickly scanning it to see if there are
any articles covering my time with The Quecn’s Royal
Regiment, (1953 to 1956) or references to my Uncle Bill,
Willian Doncaster, who served with thc same Regiment
between 1927 (o 39 and of course being recalled for the big
bash 1939 - 45. He saw service in India and was involved
in the Queen’s rescue at the scene of the Quetta earthquake.
I believe he was quite well known for his boxing ability. He
was demobbed in 1945 with the rank of CSM having seen
service in the Western Desert and Italy with the 8th Army.

After the initial scan I spend hours rcading and re-reading
the various articles. After reading [ then store the magazinc
for future rcference or when I feel like an interesting read.
I enclose a cutting from the Daily Mail { 1th Aug 1994. You
can nnagme my sunpllse to see my old RSM staring out of
a daily newspaper. The photo, of
RSM Joe Simmons MBE MC was
used to advertise an employment
article published in the paper of
that day. T have the same photo of
RSM Simmons taken in Nov/Dec
1953 when the !st Bn returned
from Iserlohn after service with
h?i}if?” p 2nd Infantrv Division, hence the
%f;géiffsz Crossed Keys arm flash seen
clearly in the photo, and before the
Battalion sailed out of
Southampton on the MV Georgic
for three and a half years service in
Mataya. The occasion being the
Regiment exercising its right
having been granted the Freedom
of the City of Guildford, to march
through the city with flags flying,
bands playing and bayonets fixed.
Keep up the good work with the
Newsletter.

Stan Blay writes:-

At the 2/6th Bn Queen’s reunion held at the Union Jack
club in September | met John Sears and his daughter who
came over from New Zealand for the annual get together.
Whilst here they were able to join us at Guildford for the
freedom march, and also to visit Clandon Park on the
Regimental Open Day, during which the enclosed photo
was taken. It shows Doug Mitchell, Ron May, Howard
Carter, Stan Blay and John Sears enjoying a welcome pot
of tea at the Regimental Museum. During carly January
Ron Velvick and myself visited the Keep at Stoughton
Barracks and were so pleased Lo see the regimental items
displayed including the Tommy Atkins kit layout.
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We had the opportunity to inspect the site later. Sadly, all
the buildings of the old Barracks except the five buildings
being rctained have now been demolished as have the
hutments and other war-time additions.

Captain Ken Brooks writes from Ashurst:-

Thank you for passing my letter to Dr G Court. We
recently mct and had a really enjoyable day together. It
was as though July 1945 was but yesterday, and not almost
fifty years ago. Our ladies were very supportive which
augurs well for future reunions. I enclose a photograph if
it is of interest. 1 look forward to seeing you all at
Guildford in Junc. In the meantime many thanks for the
superb Newsletter you continue to producc. Long may it
continue!

Captain Ken Brooks and Dr G Court who met again recently after
fifty years. Many readers will remember Ken Brooks as the Editor
of this Newsletter.

Mr P Moren writes:

On a recent visit to Dover Castle I visited The PWRR and
Queen’s Regiment Museum. Mr Stenning the museum
attendent suggested that I let you have details of an old
comrade who is 98 years old.

My father Albert William Moren voluntecred as a private
in the Queen’s (Royal West Surreys) in August 1914 and
was in France by October 1914. His initial training was at
Stoughton Barracks and the rifle ranges at Ash (Surrey).
Most of his time was then spent in the trenches as a
company runncr. He was eventually wounded at Croisilles
near Arras on April 2nd 1917 by a shell which killed some
of his comrades. After 12 months convalescence at
Fairburn House, Muir of Ord, Invernesshire he was down
graded medically and spent a few months in The Royal
Flying Corps. (Fairburn House is the childhood home of
Angus Stirling - The Director General of the National
Trust).

A few years ago he participated in a BBC2 documentary
about the Christmas Truce in 1914, This programme was
repeated on Christmas Day 1994. His powers of recall
were cxccellent then, but he is now declining slowly. He
spent all ol his life driving, without any accident, but gave
up his car before his 90th birthday. I know he was in the
7th Division, 2nd Battalion The Queen’s (Royal West
Surreys) and T have been able to give him full details of
the action in which he was wounded from thc Public
Record Office, Kew. As he was unconscious in the early
morning, 1 was able to tell him 70 years later that his
regiment was relieved by the Royal Welch Fusiliers at
night.

His brother-in-law (my uncle) Wilfrid Dickens was also in
the Queen’s and was killed in action on May 9th 1915 at
the age of 17 years 9 months, in France. I have a
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photograph of Wilfrid in his uniform with rifle, and on the
wall is marked 24th Battalion. Apart from his home
address:- 59, Selkirk Road, Tooting, London S.W.17, |
have been unable to find out anything else about him.

I hope you find this information about an ‘Old
Contemptible’ from the ‘Mutton Lancers’ of interest. An
army tradition is being maintained as his grandson (my
sister’s boy) is in a responsible position in the Army Air
Corps at Wilton, Salisbury.

With very best wishes.

J F Livermore writes from Fareham:

I am writing to ask you if it would be possible for me to
obtain a regular copy of The Quecn’s Royal Surrcy
Regiment Associations Newsletter. [t was not until recently
that I kncw the Newsletter cxisted, it was when my brother
in Amecrica sent me copies of numbers 53 and 54, how he
obtained them I just do not know, obviously I would be
willing to cover any cost involved.

Reading through the Newsletters, memories and names of
the past came flooding back. I can remember RSM Gingell
and RSM Worslold, going to India on the Nevassa and
coming home on the Neuralia.

My father was CSM later RSM Fred Livermore. | was born
in Gibraltar and my sister was born in India, if it had not
been for the war we would have gone to Malaya. My father
ended up as a Japanesc prisoner, he died a few years ago at
St Dunstans, so as you can sce | was rcared in the East
Surreys. In my possession I have many photos, a dance card
from a Regimental Ball, a list of prisoncrs of war in Japan,
and other items.

May I close by wishing the new Regiment all the very best,
and best wishes to the Association.

000 ———— -

Youthful Courage - The Taku Forts

The account of the assaults on the Taku Forts in the
November issue of the Newsletter makes interesting reading
especially regarding the four V.C’s won by The Hampshire
Regiment. A fifth V.C.; with Hampshire connections, was
won by Hospital Apprentice Andrew Fitzgibbon, Indian
Medical Establishment, attd. 2nd Bn. The Hampshire
Regiment, who attended wounded under fire and was
wounded himself. He survived the battle, eventually
becoming an Apothecary and dying in Delhi in 1883.

He is acknowledged to be one of the two youngest winners
of the Victoria Cross (aged 15 ycars, 3 months) the other
being Drummer T. Flinn VC, also aged 15 years, 3 months.

RF

Buttoned Up

Another interesting picce of information has been unearthed
by our diligent rescarcher J. Thompson in a book entitled
“Nothing to Lose” by Colin John, published in 1955. It is
an account by the author who was an ex officer in the Royal
Artillery and who after the war found himsclf down on his
luck while in France and decided in 1948 to enlist in the
French Foreign Legion. He mentions that while at the
Legion depot at Marseilles, having given up his civilian
clothes such as they were he was issued with a stop gap
uniform of various items viz a pair of American Army
trouscrs and a 1914 pattern British Army tunic complete
with the buttons of The Queen’s Royal West Surrcy
Regiment. One wonders how this tunic came to be at the
Foreign Legion depot. Possibly it was obtained among
surplus material. The author on arriving in North Africa was
issued with actual Legion uniform.










Regimental Beaths

Barry - On 28th November 1994, D J Barry, 1/6th Bn The
Queen’s Royal Regiment.

Bartle - On 15th June 1994, RSM A Charles Bartle, aged
69 years, The Queen’s Royal Regiment.

Bevington - On 31st October 1994, Colonel J G Bevington
TD, aged 91 years, 22nd London Regiment (Queen’s) and
1/6th Bn The Queen’s Royal Regiment.

Blackwell - In March 1995, Captain Vincent Walter
Blackwell, 23rd London/42 RTR and then 4th Queen’s
Surreys.

Branford - On |1th November 1994, Private Joseph
Branford, aged 90 years, The East Surrey Regiment.

Buckle - On 18th December 1994, in South Africa, Major
General Denys Herbert Vincent Buckle CB CBE, aged 92
years.

Denys Buckle was commissioned in The East Surrey
Regiment in 1923 and transferred to The Royal Army
Service Corps three years later. He had a distinguished
career in that corps, his last appointment being Major
General in charge of administration, Middle East Land
Forces. General Buckle maintained his friendships in The
East Surrey Regiment throughout his long life.

Burt - On 18th August 1994, V J Burt, aged 75 years.

Cole - On 19th January 1995, Major Charles Frederick
Cole MBE, aged 82 years, The Queen’s Royal Regiment.

Cooper - On 17th April 1995, Private John Cooper, 1/5th
Bn The Queen’s Royal Regiment.

John Cooper was a pre-war territorial. He served as the
battalion butcher throughout the war and continued in this
trade after demob until his retirement.

Croucher - On 28th June 1994, Captain William Thomas
Henry Croucher, aged 74 years, The Queen’s Royal
Regiment.

Dennis - On 16th November 1994, Private Harry Dennis,
aged 81 years, The East Surrey Regiment.

Drayton - On 28th October 1994, Band Sergeant Harry
Drayton, aged 79 years, The Queen’s Royal Regiment.

Duncan - Recently Sergeant Leo Duncan, The Queen’s
Royal Regiment.

Sgt Duncan was a pre-war regular soldier who served in
India and the NW Frontier. He later served with Airborne
forces in the France and Germany theatre of operation.
After discharge he joined the 6th Bn The Queen’s and later
served with 3rd Queen’s Surreys.

Emes - On 20th December 1994, Norman Emes. The East
Surrey Regiment.

He was a member of the Dunkirk Veterans Association
(Hemel Hempstead Branch). His fellow comrades
attended the funeral with three Standard Bearers. The
family were greatly moved by this act of great
comradeship, and very proud.

Esler - Recently Major (QM) Ronald H Esler, The Queen’s
Royal Regiment.

Forrester - On 9th November 1994, Sergeant A C
Forrester, Ist Bn The East Surrey Regiment.

Foster - On 7th December 1994, Major P G Foster, 1/5th
Bn The Queen’s 1939,

He served with 1/5th Queen’s in France and Belgium
1940. He played cricket for Kent pre-war, and
subsequently the Regiment. A past President of Kent CCC.

Fowler - On 26th January 1995, B D Fowler, 1/6th Bn The
Queen’'s Royal Regiment.

Gwynn - On 29th August 1994, H A Gwynn, 1/6th Bn The
Queen’s Royal Regiment.

Holt - On 27th November 1994, Major P H B Holt, aged
78 years, The East Surrey Regiment.

Major P H B Holt began his military career in The Artists
Rifles. He was wounded at Dunkirk whilst serving as
mortar officer with 1/6th Surreys. He later served with The
Buffs at their depot in Canterbury where for a time he was
2i/c. In civilian life he became a surveyor, valuer and
auctioneer, living and working in Ashford, Kent. On his
retirement he went to live in France.

Hucker - On 21st November 1993, Corporal Albany John
Hucker, aged 75 years, The Queen’s Royal Regiment.

Lawless - On Ist November 1994, Private Patrick Joseph
(Tom) Lawless, The Queen’s Royal Regiment.

Tom Lawless enlisted in 1940 and was posted to the 2nd
Bn The Queen’s Royal Regiment. He served in Palestine,
North Africa and Syria where he was taken prisoner by the
French Forcign Legion. Fortunately he was a POW for
only fourteen days.

He then served with the 2nd Battalion at the Siege of
Tobruk, Ceylon, India and took part in the Burma
campaign as a Chindit. A period of service he was most
proud of.

He was demobbed in 1946 but three months later he
re-enlisted and was posted to Ist Queen’s then in
Singapore. He returned home with them and was posted
back to 2nd Queen’s in Dortmund. He served with them
through the Berlin Air Lift and then moved to Iserlohn. By
this time the 2nd Battalion had gone into suspended
animation. Tom Lawless was a member of the draft sent to
reinforce Ist Middlesex in Korea and stayed with them
until 1952 when he rejoined ! Queen’s. He then served
with that battalion and its successors in Malaya, BAOR,
Aden, Hong-Kong, BAOR, Bahrain, UK and Berlin. He
left the st Battalion The Queen’s Regiment in 1973 after
serving for 33 years. He then served a position as storeman
at The Staff College Camberley, where he served a further
eleven years.

He served eight Quartermasters in the Regiment and three
at the Staff College. No one entering his stores could fail
to be impressed by his meticulous eye for detail and the
order with which he ran his stores.

Ling - On 7th May 1995, Major General Fergus Alan
Humphrey Ling CB CBE DSO DL, aged 81 years, The
Queen’s Royal Regiment. Colonel The Queen’s Regiment
1973-1977.

MacDonough - On 17th November 1994, Sergeant Dermot
Arthur MacDonough, aged 8! years, The East Surrey
Regiment.

May - On 19th September 1994, Sergeant Alf May, aged
82 years, The East Surrey Regiment.

Many 1 Surreys, especially, B Coy in N. Africa will be
sorry to learn of the death of Alf May. Pre-war he had been
a Territorial in the 5th Northamptons. At the outbreak of
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1851 Serjeant Thomas Edwin Burchett

It was the 3rd August 1918 when Serjeant Thomas Edwin
Burchett, aged 24, of the 7th Battalion The Queen’s
(Royal West Surrey) Regiment was killed during an
artillery barrage at the Somme. He had enlisted on the 4th
September 1914 and had gone out to France in July 1915
where he saw continuous service, without a scratch until
his death on the 3rd August 1918. Tom was the youngest
of 3 brothers, all of whom served with The Royal West
Surrey Regiment during the
1914-1918 war. Fortun-
ately both his older
brothers Jack and George
survived the war. Jack
serving with The Royal
West Surrey Regiment
until discharge at the end of
the war. George was dis-
charged from the Army
after being gassed at the
Somme.

George married in 1918
and on the 0th November
1919 his first son was born
and named Tom after his
lost brother. 76 years later,
on the |1th November
1994, Tom went to find the
final resting place of the
Uncle he never knew. He
was to be the first of the family to visit his uncle’s last
resting place. He had unknowingly been very close once
before in 1940 with the 6th Battalion Royal Sussex
Regiment at Amiens shortly before their withdrawal to St
Nazaire after Dunkirque.

Tom accompanied by his son and son-in-law travelled to
Amiens on the Friday. On the Saturday, aided by the
excellent directions provided by the Commonwealth War
Graves Commission, they located the cemetery easily.
Tom is buried in a small cemetery at Querrieu, about 6
miles north cast of Amiens, overlooking the Hallue river,
a tributary of the Somme river. He is not alone, therc arc
many members of “The Queens” with him, including his
Commanding Officer Lt Col C Bushell VC DSO.

Above left: the grave of Lt Col C Bushell VC DSO
Above Right: the grave of Sgt T E Burchert

It is impossible to ignore what happened in the Somme
bf:lwecn 1914-1918 as you cannot travel more than a few
kilometres without seeing a memorial or a cemetery. On the
Saturday afternoon they visited some of the memorials
around Querrieu. At Thiepval there is a memorial to the
missing, a magnificent arch bearing the names of over

73,000 missing after the Battle of the Somme. At Fler a
statue of a single soldier commemorates the 41st Division
(there is an identical statue at High Holborn, London) and
in Chipilly the memorial to the 58th London Division is a
statue of a soldier comforting a wounded horse (250,000
horses were killed).

On the Remembrance Sunday they returned to the cemetery
at Querricu to pay the families respects and lay a wreath to
the memory of Serjeant Thomas Edwin Burchett 1851.

Bournemouth - 1940

For an infantryman to be killed in action on an overseas
battlefield is not exactly unexpected, but to be killed on
active service by the enemy, in England - in Bournemouth
of all places - surely is unexpected.

After Dunkirk, the Ist Bn The East Surrey Regiment
assembled at Axminster and moved via Northwell Park
and Marwell Hall, to Bournemouth. We werc billeted in
the western, residential part of town in very pleasant
biltets, mostly private houses.

In October (1940) the air raids began, primarily on Poolc
and its important harbour, but also on the residential parts
of Bournemouth. Early in November a parachute mine
landed on the house in which the headquarters of ‘D’ Coy
were quartered. Some sixteen men were killed including
CSM Gravett and CQMS Blackman. They were buried with
full military honours in Bournemouth (North) Cemetery.

s s 6 >

As I have now moved to Wareham, ncarby, [ thought [ must
visit the graves once more and also take some photographs.
The small military cemetery is, as is usual, extremely well
kept. Eleven men are buried there inctuding CQMS
Blackman. | have a list of them giving rank, name and
number. Enquiries led me to believe that CSM Gravett and
several others, having been claimed by relatives, arc buried
elsewhere. Just over two ycars later the whole of ‘D’ Coy
was wiped out at Fort McGregor, in Tunisia.

RCT

Correction - For The Record

In our last issue we published extracts from a diary written
during the First World War. The name of the diarist was
recorded as Smith, this was incorrect. The writer of the diary
was Swift and the diary was forwarded to the Association
by a G E Hallam who served with 2nd Surreys in Egypt and
Palestine. The diary is now a museum artcfact and is
currently being refurbished. 1t is a most interesting diary of
life and travel during the First World War.
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Barrack Room Ballads by Rudyard Kipling
The Absent Minded Beggar

There are famt[zes by thousands, far too proud to beg or speak,
fflm{tﬁ[y ([ put their sticKs amfﬁe:ﬁfmﬂ up the spout,
[ live on half o' nothing, paid “em punctual once

When you've shouted " Rule Britannia', when you've sung
*God save the Queen,

When you've finished Killing Kruger with your mouth,

’WL[[you Kindly drop a shilling
in my little tambourine For a
gent[eman in Khaki ordered South?
He's an absent-minded beggar,
and his weaKnesses are great -
But we and Paul must take him
as we find him -
He is out on active service,
wi something off a slate
; ﬂie slefta ﬁt gﬁtt[e
tﬁmgs behind him!
DuKe's son - cook's son - son of
a hundred Kings (Fifty thousand
horse and foot going to Table
Bay!)
Each of 'em doing his country's
work,
(and who's to looK after their
things?)
Pass the hat for your credit's sake,

and pay - pay - pay!
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There are girls he married
secret, asKing no permission to,
For he Knew he wouldn't get it

if he did.

There is gas and coals and

vittles, and the ﬁouse rent
falling due, And it's more than

rather likely there's a Kid.
There are girg he walked with
casual. They'll be sorry now he's
one,
For an absent-minded beggar they
will find him,

But it ain't the tlmefor sermons with the

winter comzng on.

We must help the gzr[ that Tommy's left behind him!
CooR's son - Duke's son - son of a belted Earl -
Sonof a Lamﬁetﬁ publican - it's all the same today!
'em doing his country's work,

(and who's to look after tﬁeglr[?)
Pass the Rat for your credit's sake,

Eacho

and pay - pay - pay!
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Private, The Queen's (Royal West Surrey) Regiment

leaving for South Africa 1899

a week,
'Cause the man that earns the
wage is ordered out.

He's an absent-minded beggar,
but ke heard his cauntry call,
And his reg'ment didn't need to
send to find him!

He chucked his job and joined it
- 50 the job before us all
1s to ﬁel;v the home that
'Tomm_z/ s [e[:;[t behind him!
Duke's job - cook's job -
ardener, baronet, groom,

ews or palace or paper- shop,
there's someone gone away!
Each of 'em doing his country's
work.
(and who's to ook after the
room?)
Pass the hat for your credit's sake

and pay - pay - pay!

Let us manage so as, later, we
can [oo{hﬂ im in the face,
And tell him - what he'd very
much prefer -

That, while he saved the
Empire, his employer saved his
place,

And his mates (that's you and
me) looKed out for her.

He's an absent-minded beggar
and he may forget it all,

But we do not want his Kiddies t

remind him

That we sent "em to the workhouse while their daddy

hammered Paul,

So we'll help the homes that Tomm. left behind him!
Cook's home - DuKe's home - home ofz’(z millionaire, (Fifty
thousand horse and foot going to Table Bay!) Each of "em

doing his country's work,

(and what have you got to spare?)
Pass the hat for your credit's sake,

and pay - pay - pay!

Regimental History as seen by G. Robinson
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