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Regimental and Association Events

1995

20th December BRITISH BATTALION DAY(1941)
1996

10th February SOBRAON DAY (1846) (150th Anniversary of the Battle).

Ist March Regimental Council Meeting - Clandon.

9th March Queen’s Surreys Territorial Trustees Meeting - Clandon.

16th March Queen’s Surreys Museum Trustees Meeting - Clandon.

30th March Queen’s Surreys Trustees and Association Committee Mcetings - Clandon.

30th March 2/7th Bn The Queen’s OCA Annual Reunion. Details from S Messenger Esq. 10 South Row,
Blackheath, London SE3 ORY

23rd April 23rd London and 42nd RTR Annual St. George’s Day Lunch St. John’s Hill, details from:-
Major D.H. Conran TD, 5, Cherwell Lodge, Walter Eaton Road, Oxford, OX2 7QH. Tele: (01865 - 53587).

27th April Museum Open Day - Clandon.
9th May The Golf Society Spring Meeting, Sudbrook Park, Richmond.

[ 1th May Annual Dinner, Sandfield Terrace, Guildford. Details from- D. Mitchell Esq,
3, Littlefield Way, Fairlands, Guildford, GU3 5JE. Tele: (01483 - 232043).

16th May ALBUHERA DAY (1811).

21st May Golf Society v Royal Marines match, Northants Golf Club. By invitation.
24th May Presidents Reception for Freedom Town Mayors - Clandon.

25th May Presentation of New Colours to 1st Bn PWRR - Canterbury.

1st June GLORIOUS FIRST OF JUNE (1794).

9th June Queen’s Surreys Annual Church Service and laying up of | Queen’s Colours
Guildford Cathedral 1100 for 1115 hrs. (Details in May Newsletter).

Ist August MINDEN DAY (1759).

Oth September SALERNO DAY (1943).

2nd October Golf Society Autumn Meeting

Ist November Annual Reunion - UJ Club. (Details in May Necwsletter).

History, The Queen’s Royal Regiment Vol VIII. Correction. From the Past

In July, Fl Lt ] M Knowles RCAF wrote to the museum drawing
attention to the list of officers who served with 22 Column, The
Chindits, page 332, which records that a Fl1 Lt A Tofield RAF
served with the Column and the Queen’s in the Burma Campaign.
When the booklet “The Queen’s in Burma 1943-1945” was
written in 1985 and republished in 1991 FI Lt Tofield’s name
was again recorded as having served with 22 Column.

The facts are, that Fl Lt Tofield was physically unfit for the
march into Burma and after the initial training was replaced at
short notice by Fl Lt Knowles who had completed some training
with 4th Bn The Border Regiment. FI Lt Knowles went on to
complete the tour with 2 Queen’s in 22 Column, The Chindits.
In the photo of officers of the 2nd Bn with the Chindit Force FI
Lt Knowles is seen sitting on the ground in the front extreme
right (page 326).

The Regiment regrets any embarrassment to FI Lt Knowles and

apologies for the insufficient clarity of the original list.

Readers in possession of Volume 8 of the History of The Queen’s

and The Queen’s in Burma are asked to amend their copies. King George VI at the Depot Queen's in September 1938
) accompanied by Captain F J C Piggott. CSM Webb was

Editors Note: FI Lt Knowles has written a long account of his commissioned on 26th March 1941. He had enlisted on 24th

tour with the Queen’s, but sadly I am unable to publish in this June 1922 and the award of the DCM was for gallantry at Abu

edition but hope to do so in May 1996. Salani, Palestine on 23rd May 1939,
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Lditorial

This year has seen many 50th Anniversary parades
commemorated throughout the UK. Many of our members have
laken part in these parades and most of us have seen the television
or heard the radio broadcasts reminding us of the events of so
many years ago. It is right then, that in this edition of the
Newsletter many of the articles are wrilten by veterans who took
part in the actions in which our Regiments took part during the
Second World War.

The museum has received a mixed response for the request for
details of your experiences during the war but there must be
many more who have not yct written in. Do try to and record
your reminiscences of your service with the regiment and
battalion in which you scrved. As you all know various booklcts
are in the course of preparation now and your help is needed.
Quecn’s Surreys members will have a chance to forward their
memories too. There is a questionnaire enclosed with this
Newslettcr.

Many of you have written in over the years saying how much
you enjoy the centre colour pages depicting uniforms of our
Regiments over the years. Sadly, the artist who produces these
cxeellent plates had a heart attack in the summer, and was
thereforc unable to complete the plates for this edition. On behalf
of you all, I send Bryan Fasten our very best wishes for a speedy
recovery and look forward to sceing more of his work in our
Newsletter in (he future. In its place are sketches drawn by
Donald Green whilst serving with 1/7th Queen’s in Normandy
in 1944, Mr Green has generously given his sketch books and
other papers (o the muscum and has given permission (or them
to be reproduced. This is a valuable record sketched at the time
I(‘]is battalion was in action and will form a unique record for the
uture.

I'should also like to take this opportunity of thanking all those
who have assisted me in checking facts, and the compilation of
this Newsletter, in particular Richard Ford. He was, as most of
you are awarc the Curator of our muscum and over the years
has contributcd many articles. I am most grateful. T have been
fortunate 10 have so many articles forwarded for possible
inclusion in the Newsletter by rcaders. If your article is not in
this issue I will try and publish it in the future. In the meantime
please do keep on sending in your articles and news.

Finally once again my very sincere thanks and gratitude to Major
John Fowler who continues to supply the paper on which this
Newsletter is printed. Paper costs have risen dramatically in
recent years and we all arc indebted to him,

With best wishes to you all.
Les Wilson

President’s Notes

Lam very honoured to succeed Brigadier Mike Doyle as President
ol the Association. The Association is a thriving organisation
and this is due to the keen interest and work of past Presidents,
Chairmen, Treasurers, Branch Secretarics, Museum Trustees and
many others all of whom have been linked by a common thread,
namely Les Wilson who is our Association Secrctary and to
whom we owe so much.

1995 will of course be remembered as the 50th Anniversary of
the ending of the Second World War. We have all been involved
or taken part in the National and local celebrations for VE and
VIDay. Asa rather junior President [ feel hesitant incommenting
but, and I know 1 speak for all those who were too young to
take part in the war, we are all eternally grateful to all of those
who fought, suffered or died to safeguard our future.

”_10 Queen’s Royal Regiment and East Surrey Regiment fought
with great distinction and as a Regiment we have a right to be

very proud of their record. The Regiments were involved in the
campaigns in the Far East, Africa, Italy and Gurope and playcd
an important part in the defeat of Nazi Germany and Japan. 1
can say no morc than thank you to thosc who took part and
fought so gallantly. We will always remember them.

Best Wishes
Bob Acworth.

Congratulations
an

Best Wishes

Congratulations To:

Stan and Florence Blay - who celebrated their Golden Wedding
Anniversary on 13th May 1995.

Captain and Mrs Gordon Morris - who celebrated their Golden
Wedding Anniversary on 22nd September 1995.

Stan and Valcric Rayner - who celebrated their Golden Wedding
Anniversary on 6th October 1995,

Major General Francis Piggott - who cclebrated his 85th birthday
on I'1th October 1995.

Colonel ‘Buck’ Buchanan - who celcbrated his 87th birthday on
28th August 1995.

Lieutenant Colonel and Mrs Bryan Ray - who were married on
22nd July 1995.

Founders Day Royal Hospital Chelsea

Rov Harding from our
museum at Clandon
with In-Pensioner
Whiting.

STOP PRESS

Kingston-upon-Thames

The Princess of Wales’s Royal Regiment plan to Excrcise
the Freedom of Kingston- upon-Thames on Friday 3rd May
1996. This is a provisional date for your diarics. Further
details will be announced later.




The Princess of Wales’s Royal Regiment

Presentation of New Colours

The main event since the last Newsletter has

becn the Presentation of New Colours to the

2nd Battalion by HRH The Princess of Wales

at Howe Barracks, Canterbury on Saturday
20 May. This splendid occasion was watched by 3,000 members
of the Battalion and their guests. The day concluded with
spectacular displays by the Regimental Free-Fall Team and the
Minden Band of The Queen’s Division. It is hoped that the
Colonel-in-Chicf will also present New Colours to the Ist
Battalion in Canterbury in May 1996. Our TA battalions should
receive New Colours in 1999.

Laying up of Old Colours

The OId Colours of 2nd Battalion The Queen’s Regiment werc
laid up in Canterbury Cathedral at a Service on Thursday [ Junc.
The ceremony was attended by the Lord Mayor and Lady
Mayoress of Canterbury, the Colonel of the Regiment and Lady
Denison-Smith and a congregation of over 900 with many former
members of (he Battalion present. A reception was held
afterwards in Westgate Hall, Canterbury. The Old Colours of
I'st Battalion The Queen’s Regiment will be laid up in Guildford
Cathedral on 9 June 1996, of Ist Battalion The Royal Hamphirc
Regiment in Winchester Cathedral on | August 1996, and of
3rd Battalion The Queen’s Regiment in St Paul’s Cathedral on
13 Sceptember 1996.

Freedoms

The Regiment excercised its Honorary Freedom of” Southampton
on 30 March, of Reigate and Banstcad on 31 March, and of
Tonbridge and Malling on Saturday 10 June. It also reccived the
‘Privilege’ of Jersey, transferred from The Royal Hampshire

Regiment, on Monday 8 May and will exercisc the Freedom of

Brighton on Saturday 28 October. Itis planned to exercise another
six Freedoms next ycar. We hope that members of The Queen’s
Surreys Regimental Association will give maximum support at
these events, particularly any in Surrey.

The Battalions

Our Regular battalions exchanged barracks in Scptember, when
the Ist Battalion returned to Canterbury from Omagh and the
2nd Battalion replaced them in Ulster. On Friday 20 October
the Ist Battalion will provide a contingent to represent the
Regiment at a parade in London of regiments holding the
‘Privilege’” of the City to mark the conclusion of the 50th
Anniversary of the World War 1T Victory celebrations. The
following week the Ist Battalion will fly to Kenya for a six week
training period.

Recent Successes

The 6/7th Battalion tcam won the TA Cup in the Army
Oricnteering Championships in May, and in Junc a tcam from
the Regimental Golfing Socicty, captained by Colonel John
Davidson, won the coveted Argyll and Sutherland Bowl at the
Army Officers’ Golf Championships. In August, our superb
Regimental Free Fall Tcam, “The Tigers’, won the Gold Mcdal
for Canopy Rotations at the Army Parachuting Championships,
led by Sergeant Cashman who in July had also been a member
of a winning Joint Services team at the Rhine Army international
championships. Finally, in early September, the st Battalion
won the Infantry Cricket Cup in the finals against the Infantry
Training Centre, Catterick - a significant achievement after two
ycars stationed in Northern [reland.

Regimental Headquarters

Lt Col Les Wilson retired in January after twelve years service
in Regimental Headquarters and was replaced by Major John
Rogerson. Five months later, at the end of May, Colonel John
Francis handed over the job of Regimental Sccretary, after twelve
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very busy years in the post. A farcwell lunchcon was given for
him in Haberdashers’ Hall where carlicr in the year he had been
made an Honorary Freeman of the Company. He was succeeded
as Regimental Sccretary by Colonel Paddy Panton who was
commissioned into The Royal Sussex Regiment in 1961,
commanded Ist Battalion The Queen’s Regiment from 1982 to
1985 and was Colonel of The Queen’s Division from 1989 to
1992. Finally, at the end of September, 1.t Col John White handed
over the appointment of Deputy Regimental Secrctary after
cleven years in the post to Major Tony Martin, late Royal
Regiment of Wales.

Dover Castle Museum

Association members who have not visited the Regimental
Museum in Dover Castle recently (admission {ree on showing
a Regimental Association membership card) are strongly advised
to try out the new Sccond World War Inter-Active Video which
was installed there last year. This new facility places our excellent
museum among the best in the country and it should not be
misscd.

The Journal of The Princess of Wales’s Royal Regiment

The Journal of The Princess of Wales’s Royal Regiment gives
much more information and pictures of these and other items of
news. It is published twice a year in June and December, price
£3 acopy, and may be ordered through Regimental Headquarters.

ANY

Presidents Reception

AL
s L : | W
Brigadier Mike Dovle with the Mayor of Guildford, Councillor Mrs
Catherine Cobley and the Deputy Mayor Councillor John Woodhateh.

Presidents Reception, The Senior Service

At the Presidents reception in May three Royal Navy Officers attended, met and
had a mini reunion Lt Cdr Brian Witts MBE HMS Excellent, Commander George
Greaves, Secretary The United Services Trustee and Conuander Bill Evershal,
Achninistrator Guildford Cathedral.




Muscum Notes

Computerisation is still the OK cry in the Museum. Stage | has
been completed and all details of artefacts, medals, pictures and
uniforms - some 4,000 odd items in all - are now retrievable.
Stage 2, involving documents, books, photograph albums and
battalion boxcs, is currently being completed.

As a result of Major Peter Hill conscienttously going through
all the non indexed and indexed regimental journals and
newsletters from their first publication to date, we now have a
bank of uscful references to a wide variety of subjects. Mr Peter
Henman has, after many weeks of work, grouped these references

under suitable subject headings and this will form Stage 3 of

computerisation.

Mrs James is alrcady finding the ability to retrieve information
rapidly and comprehensively, a tremendous help in one of the
Museum’s important {unctions, the answering of queries. It is
also auselul management tool and of great assistance in managing
the Collection. A great deal of appreciation is shown by those
who, having lodged their query, (ind that it 1s answered so fully
by either Mrs James or Mr John Woodroff and they take the
trouble to write back and say so. This is good and for those who
work in the Muscum it makes their cfforts very worthwhile.

A number of medal groups have been presented to the Museum
including that of (on loan) the late Major General Fergus Ling.
To all donors we express our grateful thanks. They can rest
assured that the medals will all be cared for, displayed and
apprecialed by former members of the Regiment and our visitors
who never ceasc to be impressed by our comprehensive display.
I'can think of no more fitting tribute to the memory of a deceased
member of the Regiment than that his medals should be displayed
in the Museum alongside those of his colleagues and former
comrades-in-arms.

We have also been privileged to display thirteen groups of framed
medals collected by Major B D S Burton, a former member of
The Queen’s Royal and Queen’s Regiment.

Major Bob Johnson, who is currently writing a booklet on The
Qucen’s in the Near East and N. Africa during the Second World
War has agreed 1o be a trustee of the muscum.

As always we are indebted to Mr John Woodroff our Hon
Archivist for the time he devotes to researching answers 1o
enquiries. The many grateflul letters reccived pay testament to
his sterling work on the museum’s behalf.

When we open again after the winter closure period on 30th
March 1996, you will find that there will be an adjustment to
the Museum’s (and the House’s) Saturday opening hours. They
will be from 1200 - 1600 hours. On all other days (cxcept
Thursday and Friday when both premises are closed) opening
times will be as before: 1330 - 1730 hours.

Thanks to Lt Colonel Les Wilson we have been provided with
avery attractive “(lyer” advertising the Museum which we have
distributed {ar and wide - hotels, tourist offices, Citizens’” Advice
Bureaux. Mr Roy Harding rather astutely put some in the Council
Offices in Guildford where people go to pay their bills! Certainly
our visitor numbers seem to be holding up and we have seen no
redpclion in donations or shop sales as compared with a similar
pertod last year.

By the time you read this we shall have closed for the winter.
Yet again we shall be indebted to Penny James and Roy Harding,
all the members of our working party and those willing volunteers
who move in to clean and reorganise ready for next season. The
Museum also owes a debt of gratitude to the volunteers who so
cheerfully attend during the summer on weekend and Bank
Holiday afternoons to help to man (and woman) the premises at
busy times.

PAWGD

Victory in the Pacitic

On Sunday 20th August 1995, ncar to the date of the 50th
Anniversary of Victory over the Japanese in the Pacific, a
ceremony to commemorate Commonwealth nationals who died
m World War Il was conducted at Sydney War Cemetery
Rookwood at 10.30 am. The Reverend Joe Mullins MC who as
an Infantry officer, served with the 1st Battalion of The Queen’s
Royal Regiment 7th Indian Division, 14th Army in the Arakan
and the victorious advance to Rangoon, conducted the Service.
Mr Mullins welcomed the gathering noting particularly the
veterans of the British Pacific and East Indics Fleets, a group of
whom had flown out specially from Britain for the occasion,
veterans of the 12th and |4th Armies together with the Air Forces
of the Commonwealth, Womens Services, wives, widows,
children and friends children of those who served.

After the singing ol ‘God save the Queen’ and opening prayer,
His Excellency Sir Roger Carrick the British High Commissioner
read the lesson from St Paul’s letter to the Romans Chapter §;
31-39. The Reverend Joc Mullins prefaced his address by
mentioning that he was a Company Commander with General
(later Ficld Marshal) Bill Slim’s 14th Army who along with
Indian and Gurkha units turned the Japanese back from the
borders of India, the prelude to the Victory in the Pacific. In his
address he highlighted the significance of the 50 year the Golden
Jubilee which was recorded in Leviticus 25 of the Bible. Two
salient features of the Jubilee were relcase of captives and
reuniting ol familics. The victory over the Japanese was cffected
because the allies stood for a Right Philosophy, not ‘might is
right’ butrighteousness is might, for which causc we were willing
to dic it necessary. Secondly the Jubilee stood lor Family Values:
‘Each of you shall return 1o his fumily, it is a Jubilee’ Mr Mullins
cited the example of onc who returned, a released POW and
another who laid down his life in bautle. Finally, there was the
Fight of Faith. We needed to remember Winston Churchill’s
famous words ‘the price of victory is eternal vigilance'. This is
a spiritual principle as well as « political onc. ‘If God be for us,
who can be against us’? is true, but God has also given each of
us minds and wills to be actively vigilant, which requires faith
and obedience.

The Hymn ‘O God our help in ages past, our hope for years to
conme’ was followed by prayers and thanksgiving and the singing
of ‘Abide with me’. The Ode was recited by Captain John Wells
CBE DSCRN, from Liss, Hampshire who served with distinction
in the Pacific. After the Two Minutes Silence, the Australian
National Anthem and the Benediction representatives of cleven
nations laid wreaths and children present took bunches of flowers
and laid them on the headstones of the graves of the fallen. The
scrvice took place in bright spring sunshine.

M

Collecting the Lamb
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Les Wilson and a party from S OMA, Cardwells Keep.




Cardwells Keep

[n the November 1994 issue ol the Newsletter we reported that work was in hand to
convert one ol our old Depots at Stoughton into a housing estate. Since then work has
continued and many new buildings have been erected.

The Keep has been converted into flats and most are now occupied. The Officers’ Mess,
now known as King George’s Lodge has been converted into luxury flats.

The Administration block, which housed the orderly room and offices with the
Quartermasters and RSMs quarters at cach end is now known as Queen Elizabeth’s
Mews, Peterborough Block renamed Queen Mary’s Mews has been converted into flats
and nearly all are now occupied. Tangier Block, all Married Quarters, Medical Centre,
MT Sheds, Sergeants” Mess and the Accommodation Blocks built to accommodate the
militia intakes in 1936-37 behind the MT and Drill sheds, have all been demolished as
have the Dining Hall and NAAFIL.

New attractive two -
three and four
bedroom houses have

been built in  their

Plaque records thar the Depot of The Queen's Jaces. Most of
Roval West Surrey Regiment raised in 1661 for service [pLEGSt GhL . -
in Tangiers was under The Cardwell reforms tinked  large  trees which
10 West Surrev. were such a lovely
.S'Im;;‘j/;/(;m »/\'m* I/I(/‘ home of The Rl'gi/m'nl./'r(/m; 1876 feature ol the
1o 2 where O FeI i1 e ere 1 ” g g

A ere those joining were drained ):f()l( barracks have been
leaving 1o serve their Sovereign and Country in Peace -
and War. preserved.

Pristinae Virtutis Memor

o]

Countryside Propertics the main developers have very skilfully
throughout the refurbishment sought to preserve and where necessary
fully restore the external fabric of the buildings.

The arch over the old road into the barracks has been refurbished ’ o : > ey

B s

The Officers Mess now King Gearge's Lodge and the Keep.
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and above the arch can be seen a two foot high Paschal Lamb. This
Lamb was manufactured in Blairgowrie, Scotland by R W Stephens
and company. The cost of this was borne by the Developers and the Association. The Association Trustees had already decided in
1985 to record the occupation of our Depots in Guildford and Kingston. The Memorial Plaque at Stoughton can be scen 1o the left of
the archway in what was the entrance to the Depot. This was paid
for from Association funds.
A new entrance to the site has been made by opening up the wall
some fifty yards from the old entrance in the direction of Emmanucl
Church,

In January a small exhibition was staged in a show flat (which had
been the guard room and cells) of artefacts, medals and uniforms
ol The Queen’s Royal Regiment from 1876 - 1959, the period we
occupied Stoughton Barracks. It had been planned to allow the
exhibition to be on display for nine to twelve months, but sales of
flats were so good that the exhibition had to be discontinued in May.
Many ol our old soldiers and members of the public went to sce
the display whilst it was on show and several newspaper articles
were published. The display was also featured on the local Southern
TV.

Countryside Property show house. In the background can be seen part of
Peterborough Block now Queen Mary's Mews.

With the full support of Guildford Borough Council and Countryside
Properties the Association asked for some form of recognition (o be made
within the barracks of the Regiments stay. [thad been proposed to use Battle
Honours but this was not acceptable. (Readers living in the Guildford arc:
will know that several roads are already named after Queen’s Battle Honours).

A proposal to usc the names of sclected past Colonels of The Queen’s was
approved by the Council and the Developers and as a result street/road names
arc to be as follows, Teviot Close, Fairborne Way, Kirkficlds, Torrens Close,
Monro Drive, Giffard Way and Whitfield Close. Road signs have yet to be
erected but it is anticipated that this will take place shortly. The Keep retains
its old name.

Pictured right: The old entrance and arclveay. The Paschal Lamb can be seen on top of the
arclway with the Memarial Plaque on the pillar 1o the left of the picture.







Kingston 1995-Fifty years on

Over onc hundred members of the Association who were privileged to have served in
The East Surrey Regiment took part in a series of civic events in The Royal Borough of
Kingston-upon-Thames on Sunday 20th August 1995, the fifticth anniversary of the end
of the War in the Far East and therefore the end of World War 2. The Borough had
decided not to mark VE Day with any special ceremony, but to hold Civic acts of
Remembrance at several locations including the War Memorial and the Parish Church.

The Assoctation had long ago resolved to affix plaques to the walls of Stoughton Barracks
and Kingston Barracks to remind passers by of the Regiments which had occupicd them
prior 1o 1959. These plaques were completed at about the same time as the Mayor’s
office at Kingston announced the arrangements for VI Day, so it was decided to ask the
Mayor to unveil the plaque on the Keep at Kingston Barracks as part of the programme
of events. Due to the number and timing of the other events in the Mayor’s diary it was
decided to hold the unveiling ceremony at 0930 hrs. Whilst this was inconvenient to
many, and indeed precluded the attendance of several, it was the only time available and
it proved to be the focus, for most of us, of all the other events of the day.

The weather ol course was excellent, and on arrival outside the Barracks, it was immediately
apparent that our Assistant Honorary Secretary had been hard at work since long before
any of the rest of us had arrived. A somewhat antique storm (lag of The East Surrcy
[I./”'V ’;,/”‘/“" ');'””"’"’ that here was g”" Deporof The — Regiment concealed the plague which the contractors had affixed to the wall at a height
L8t rev Regime 3 - . - 8 5
— I){‘I'I{I{(‘l(‘.k\‘“"I:'\”l‘/:'(’ /(""”/,‘l‘(’ :)’;";/17(;;' :’::":’I)” where 0T over 10ftabove pavement level and hopefully beyond the reach of the local graffiti
A . * () ¢ Keg I, where . S , . .. I . . BTN i N
those joining the Regiment were trained before going (ntls‘ls..Ll.. Col Les Wll:sol_l had dcpc‘nled. from his homc in Dover soon after dawn, the
ou 1o serve their Sovereign and their Country inmany - roof” of his car adorned, like that of an itinerant window cleaner or cat burglar with a
parts of the sworld both in War and Peace suitable ladder. He had had to invent, on site, a workable unveiling device, and he had
Many never returned had to anticipate and bring with him an array ol tools and materials likely to be needed.
1875 - 1959 .

He was heard to confess that

he feared that either the tlag would fall down or be pulled down accidentally

without help from the Mayor, or alternatively that despite the Mayor’s

clforts the flag might remain obstinately in place!

The arrival of the Mayor, Councillor David Twigg, was preceded by our
Association Standard bearer Tony Ramsey MM and the Standard bearers
of the British Legion and their Chairman. After a brief speech by the Mayor
and a sharp tug of the cord the flag fell away and the plaque was revealed
much to the delight of most and the obvious reliel” of Colonel Les! There

followed a brief address by Major Peter Hill who had commanded the
Depot a few years belore its closure. He recalled some of the events in the
history of the Barracks and he introduced another of those attending the
ceremony, Colonel Tom Buchanan DSO OBE MC ERD TD (known to
most of those attending as “Colonel Buck™) who had started his distinguished
carecr at the Barracks as a Supplementary Rescrvist over 60 years ago. — “S ! ! -
The Mayor was then introduced to veterans of all the campaigns in which  Jack Chaffer bricfs a lady reporter. Tony Ramsey has heard it all

R . . b . before!
the Surreys had fought and all the foreign service stations in which the 4

Regiment had served in living memory i.e. before, during and after the War. He was obviously impressed by the experience.

The Assoctation then assembled in its customary pld(.c of honour in front of the War Memorial in the Market Square. The Mayor,
Aldermen, other Past Mayors, the Councillors and scnior Officers of the Council, the Mace bearers and our Chairman, Sccretary and
Colonels McConnell and Wilson then processed ceremonially to the War Memorial from the Guildhall. There was a bricf ceremony
when wreaths were laid on behalf of” the Mayor and Corporation, our Association, The Princess of Wales’s Royal Regiment, and the
Far East Prisoncrs ol War Assou.m(m the British Legion and other Ex-Service organisations. Alter two minutes .sllulu, the Vicar of
: Kingston, the Rev. James Bates said the object of
the brief service was to remember those who had
died for their Country, those we knew and whose
memory we treasured, and all those who still
suffer. He invited all present to continue this act
of remembrance inside the Parish Church, and he
made special mention of The East Surrey
Regiment and the pride and affection the Borough
had for that Regiment and its successors.

In Church, at the Mayor’s invitation he and the
Mayoress shared their pew with the Chairman and
past Chairman of the Association (both former
Surreys). The reason became clear as the service

Pictured left. Major  Peter Hill  thanking  the Mayor  of
Kingston-upon-Thames  with  ouwr  Standard  Bearer in - the
background.

Pictured right: Mr Tony Ramsey MM owr Standard Bearer, with
the Memorial Plague at the top of the picture and a poppy wreath
laid by Major Peter Hill in memory of all Surreys who died in the
service of their Country.




proceeded. The reading by the Mayor of part of St, Paul’s letter to the Romans, “...who shall separate us from the love of God...?”
st the theme which the Vicar developed and explained in his very moving address. In numerous references to the Association, and
an accurate potted history of the doings of all the Battalions of the Queens and the Surreys in the War, including a particularly
compassionate account of the exceptional losses and privations sustained by members of 2nd Surreys, first in battle and then in captivity,
he reached the conclusion that nothing could separate us from the love of God. Then to everyone’s surprisc he invited all who had
served in The East Surrey Regiment to process behind the Mayor into the Regimental Chapel for the blessing of a new lighting system
recently installed there. Although The Association had contributed part of the cost we had not expected any cercmonials. With the
Chapel full to overflowing the Vicar ordered the lights to be turned on, blessed them, and explained that they are intended to come
to [ull power slowly. He compared this effect with the growing light of dawn, and that comment scemed to encapsulate the mood and
symbolism of the day. A new dawn indeed and a truly thoughtful gesture by the Vicar.

After Church we fell in again, this time outside the Guildhall where the Mayor again expressed the Borough’s gratitude to those who
had served and, again to the surprise of many, invited everyonc to join him in the Guildhall for refreshments. After the Loyal Toast,
the Vicar and the Mayor and members of the Council circulated and met members of the Association. From there we departed, some
for further refreshment in the Portsmouth Road Drill Hall (probably for the last time as this is shortly to be vacated by the TA ), some
to their homes at considerable distances from Kingston, and some even to London and Horse Guards Parade to cnjoy the fireworks

and pageantry that was to end this memorable weekend.

The East Surrey Regiment badge

W.E.McC,

AL the recent dedication of the Memorial Plaque at Kingston, several Surrey historians present remarked that ‘someonc has got the
badge wrong’!.
From 1910-1953 The cap badge was as illustrated in Fig. L. - From 1953 - until the Amalgamation in 1959 the badge was as shown
in Fig. 2. It was decided by the Regimental Council that the plaque should portray the last badge of The East Surrey Regiment.

An eight pointed star, the top point displaced by a crown which rests upon a shield
bearing the Arms of Guildford (viz. the castle of Guildford, with a lion couchant
guardant on a mount in front of the castle and a woolpack on cither side);
superimposed on the central turret is the Arms of Kingston-upon-Thames - below,
a scroll inscribed “East Surrey”. The badge is in bronze for officers, and for other
ranks the star and castle are in white metal and the crown, scroll and shield are

in gilding metal.

Recruit Comedies?

I joined the army at 174 for 5 years with the Colours and 7
years on reserve. Due to army cadet experience during the war
(Queen’s Royal Regiment) and passing several 1Q tests I was
sent to the 28th Training Bn, Hollywood Barracks, Belfast,
Northern [reland. The supposition by “Higher Command” being
that we were a cut above the average? The Army in its wisdom
decided 6 months of tough training (similar to Colchester military
corrective establishment) would sct us up a treat, putting us on
the road to military management ic - officer or NCO material -
HA! HA! Liule did they know about the Jan 1946 intake!!!

U was the custom at that time to place all training personnel on
“stand to” for a 7 day duration. This manoeuvre was an attempt
to cope with “The Troubles” -not you understand an out and
out shooting war, but it got very nasty especially in the early
hours, after the pubs closed. Came the call for our intake, needless
o say at half three in the morning. We were woken by persistent
whistles and general roaring of the duty permanent staft. Our
platoon of 30 souls were billeted on the third floor of the barracks,
on this occasion I was in charge of blankets (one blanket per
man to be loaded on the truck) also elected to be last man out
to ensure nothing was left behind - including heavy sleepers!!!

I had decided carly on that our section would break previous
call-out records, I had also pinpointed the trouble spot, heaving
30 blankets down three floors to the waiting trucks - so 1 wired
up two bundles of 15 blankets cach - and you guessed it, heaved
lh(.:m out of the window!! I always felt that the line between
bright ideas and the idiotic is narrow!!- The Royal Ulster Rifle
Regiment CSM standing bencath the barrack windows blowing

his whistle however appeared to have very little doubt as to
which side of the line I appcared!! He was Duty Officer that
night, he was amazing! He could speak English for a half hour
withoul most of us Londoners understanding a word - he was
only about 5ft 5" in height - but about the same in width - a
seriously frightening man!!! Apparently whilst blowing his
whistle 1o get us up and out, two missiles hurtled three floors
down, onc on cither side of him, missing him by inches - he
almost swallowed his whistle! As | exited the barracks I became
aware of 3 lincs of grinning troops in front of which was a red
faced Sgt Major “spitting blood”. As a civilian one would
normally have beaten a hasty retreal - but as a recruit onc stood
and took the tirade-concerning my parents, or lack of them! |
was never quite surc? - [ only understood one word in ten - his
final conclusion was 1 was unlikely to make a soldier! especially
il he had anything to do with it.

The scquel to this thrilling event and start of my army carcer
was 1 later discovered that this particular Sergeant Major took
rifle drills on a Saturday morning at this point I quickly
discovered I had a relation in the East Swirey’s (which was true
- Sgt Major Fowles) and 1 transferred from the Kings Royal
Rifles into The Surreys!!! ASAP.

Later in my soldicring lifc when standing on parade with the
Regiment Foften thought of this event. Along would come some
General and say “And how tall are you my man”? "6 feet 2
inches Sir”. “And what made you join the Surreys then?” ... Well
it's like this sir - there were these 30 blankets™. No! I never did
tell them!

TN





































































































































