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Regimental and Association Events
1996

21st May

24th May

Ist June

9th June

st August

9th September
13th September
14th September
2nd October
12th October

Golf Society v Royal Marines match, Northants Golf Club. By invitation.

Presidents Reception for Freedom Town, Mayors - Clandon.

GLORIOUS FIRST OF JUNE (1794)

Queen’s Surreys Annual Church Service, Guildford Cathedral 1100 for 1115 hrs

MINDEN DAY (1759).

SALERNO DAY (1943).

Laying up of 3 Queen’s Colours - St Pauls Cathedral.

WOs & Sgts Past and Present Dinner - Bassingbourn.

Golf Socicty Autumn Meeting.

The East Surrey Reunion, Clapham Junction, Details from: F A W Ramsecy MM, 20 Lavender Road
Carshalton, Surrey SMS 3EE, 0181 401 2070.

Annual Reunion - UJ Club. (Details in May Newsletter).

Field of Remembrance - Westminster Abbey - London. Assemble by 10.30 am.

Remembrance Day Parades - Guildford - Kingston - Southwark and Cenotaph, London.

6th Queen’s (Bermondsey) Annual Dinner Dance UJ Club. Details from J T Brown, 6 Lawrence House.
Millbank Estate, London SW IP 4ED.

PWRR Officers Club Regimental Dinner - Cavalry and Guards Club, Piccadilly, London

BRITISH BATTALION DAY.

Ist November
7th November
10th November
16th November

26th November
20th December

1997
10th February
8th March
8th March
15th March
22nd March

SOBRAON DAY (1846).

Regimental Council Mecting- Clandon.

Queen’s Surreys Territorial Trustees Meeting - Clandon.
Queen’s Surrcys Muscum Trustees Meeting - Clandon.
Association Trustees and Committee Meetings - Clandon.
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Front Cover: This photograph shows pieces of silver which for many years was the property of our Regiments. On the left the large
centrepiece is the ‘Halt in the Desert’ and immediately in front the ‘Dettingen Cup'. Both pieces formerly belonged to The East Surrey
Regiment. The Statuette holding a colour is ‘The Sobraon Sergeant’, commissioned by The WOs and Sgts of 1 Queen’s in 1980. It
depicts a sergeant carrying The Regimental Colour, dressed in No 1 Dress.

On the top of The Queen’s Royal drum is the ‘Torrens Cup’ presented by Major General Sir Henry Torrens, KCB. He was Colonel
of The Queen’s Royal Regiment and presented the piece of silver ‘as a mark of his esteem’ 10 the Regiment.

The “Indian Infantry Efficiency Trophy’ is on top of the East Surrey side drum, won outright by 1st Bn The Queen’s Royal Regiment
in India, it is sometimes referred to as the ‘Kitchener Trophy'. At the base between the drums a statuette of an officer of The Queen’s

¢l661. The band banner showing The Queen’s Royal Surrey Regiment badge originally belonged to 4 Queen’s Surreys Band.

Editorial

For some time now 1 have been trying to produce a series of
articles on our old silver, where it is now, and hopefully dispel
a few myths and rumours that all our lovely silver had been
disposcd ol. Nothing could be further from the truth, the majority
of our silver is with the Princess of Wales’s Royal Regiment
and lovingly preserved for future generations. Further articles
will appear {rom time to time. The development of Cardwells
Keep (Stoughton Barracks) continues, the road signs bearing the
names of some of our former Colonels arc now being crected.
The whole project has been very skillfully and tastefully designed.

During the last six months the Regiment mourned the deaths of
a number of our former comrades, including Lt Col Bill Peet a
distinguished Qucen’s officer who was awarded an immediate
MC, Sgt ‘Lakri’ Wood MM and CSM Charles Rosoman both
from the Surreys. Two old stalwarts from the Sergeants Mess,
RSM Fred Harcup and CSM Sid Waldron both characters in the
Queen’s, died during this period, also one of our oldest soldiers
trom the First World War, Albert Moren.

I should like on your behalf to send our best wishes to Major
General Francis Piggott, recovering at home after a nasty fall in
which he broke his pelvis and wrist, and to send birthday greetings
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to Clarrie Jarman on his Century on May 9th. Thank you, to all
those who have contributed articles and news items, please keep
them coming in. Our next main event is the Annual Church
Service at Guildford on June 9th, do try and make it.

All the best

Les Wilson.
Presidents Notes

For a Regiment which ceased to exist as a separate entity in
1966 we remain very much alive and with an increasing
membership of the Association. The Association is the Regiment
with its home and history preserved in the Regimental Museum
at Clandon Park.

The Association has threc main functions. The first is to keep
the name of the Regiment alive within the county of Surrey and
with our successors in the Princess of Wales’s Royal Regiment.
We achieve this principally through the President’s annual
reception for Borough Mayors and civic dignitaries at Clandon
Park and with our successors by our support of our regular and
territorial  battalions practically, and at times financially.
Secondly through our association branches, clubs and this




Newsletter to keep us in touch with each other and through these
to encourage ncw members.

Thirdly and most importantly, to look after our tformer soldiers
or their families who require practical or financial help. I believe
we are probably unique amongst former County regiments in
retaining our identity in Surrey and with our successors so
successfully and in helping our former comrades. These traditions
will continue and 1 am very grateful to Les Wilson for the
Newsletter which links us all and to all Association Scerctaries
for the major part they play. To have served in The Queen’s
Royal Surrey Regiment you have to be at least 47. Our oldest
soldier Clarric Jarman celebrates his 100th birthday on 9th May
and T would like to offer him our best congratulations as he
enters his second century.

You will sce that we arc including a fuller account of our
A..%socllunon Affairs and Finances in this issue and I hope you
will find this of interest. Our ability to help former soldiers and

The Princess of Wales’s Royal Regiment

The last news of the Regiment was published in
November 1995. It has been a fairly quiet period
for major events but hectic with the normal run
of Regimental activitics.

The Ist Battalion is in Canterbury and the 2nd Battalion in
Omagh. The cvents in Northern Ireland since the breaking of
the cease fire has resulted in the Ist Battalion being at 72 hrs
nf)llcc Lo move trom late March 96. This has meant that various
high profile cvents have had to be postponed or cancelled. The
major event - The Presentation of Colours scheduled for 18 May
has been postponed to some time in 1997. The Laying Up of
the Colours of | Queens on 9 June 1996 and the Royal Hampshire
Regiment on | August 1996 have also been postponed. The three
Freedom Parades due to be Exercised by the Ist Battalion have
been cancelled (30 April - Eastbourne, | May - Basingstoke, 3
May - Kingston). The good news is that the Laying Up of 3
Queen’s Colours will go ahead on 13 September 1996 in St
Pauls Cathedral. This will be a MOrning ceremony commencing
at 1100 hrs,

A Gold for Cardwells Keep

Golq in the Best Renovation category went to Countryside
Reﬁldcnliul for its refurbishment of Stoughton Barracks in
?ulldl‘ord, Surrey, which had lain derelict for 10 years.
ountryside has converted the buildings, including a four-storey
Keep, into 35 apartments and mews houses.

The Company has retained as much of the original exteriors as
Possible and turned the parade ground into a landscaped square
o form the centre of the development, which it has called
Cardwe])’s Kcep.

The award jy a fine tribute to one of the country’s finest
developments, where 34 out of 35 homes have been sold in six
months, q testimony in itself 10 the excellence of the scheme,”
vaid Nick Scregg, managing director of Countryside Residential
(Western). “To be awarded a gold when being judged by the
sreat and good of the development industry is quite special.”
Sunday Times [9th November 1995

their families practically or financially and to maintain our
muscum and Newsletter is helped by our considerable financial
resources. The number of cases of benevolence is on the increase
and I am grateful to our Secretary who spends much of his time
on our behalf dealing with requests for help.

Finally I would like 1o record my thanks to Lieutenant Colonel
John Sherrard who has given many valuable years service to the
Regiment. He served with distinction in The East Surrey
Regiment during the war and was awarded the American Bronze
Star. In 1947 when the Territorial Army reformed he immediately
joined. He later commanded 6 Surreys and 4 Queen’s Surrcys.
He has been a member of the Regimental Committee since 1960
and a Trustee since 1964. He has decided the time has come to
resign as a Trustce. We will miss his wise and careful counsel.

With best wishes
Bob Acworth

The 2nd Battalion carries on with its increased internal security
tasks whilst balancing daily life with energetic activities and
exercises abroad.

The two Territorial Battalions (5th and 6/7th Battalions) are in
good form with a full programme of training events and social
activities. Their annual Camps are in September/October 1996
and work up training is well under way. Both Battalions have
been making sterling efforts with recruiting drives - an on going
activity. You will have all read in the Newspapers that the Armed
Forces arc short of recruits. This applies to our own two Regular
Battalions. If you know of any worthwhile youth potential recruit
please encourage him-frog march him to the nearest recruiting
centre or phone 01303 225265 for more information. The London
Regiment B (Queen’s Regiment) Company have also had a full
and interesting programme. In a recent competition at the London
District Patrols Competition, the Courage Trophy, the Company
achicved the best placing within the Regiment.

Remember your Regimental Headquarters is here to help you,
if you wish next time your passing call in and visit the shop.

Royal Hospital Chelsea - In Pensioners Christmas lunch
19th December 1995.

sesaseeg,

The Secreiary: Major John Rogerson, Sam Dickason,
the President: Brigadier Bob Acworth, Jock Henderson,
the Chairman: Colonel Peter Thompson and Jolhn Kershaw.










Letters of Appreciation

Atlast Iam able to write and thank you and The Queen’s Royal Surrey Regiment
Assoctation for the Sapphire Scooter. I went to church on it on Sunday (thought
the traffic would be light) and found it very comfortable and it will be most
useful for the shopping. I have been riding my bike until now but began to feel
unsafe, but I do so want to remain independent and I think the scooter will be
such a help.

I'used to drive a Lieutenant Colonel who was President of the Courts Martial

and I stayed with the FANY’s almost every week at Canterbury (we used to

move from Court to Court), so [ stayed at many places in Kent. I was with the

124 C(MIT Coy and had the cliffs of Dover ag my shoulder flash. Quite a few

of the Company were FANY’s (not myself as 1 joined later than they did) -

and hike myself they were “Frec Spirits”. My husband drove the Colonel of

I'ne East Surrcy Regiment, for some time, so it is very nice for me to receive

the scooter from the Association. He died when my three sons were quite young

50 I have been a widow for a long while. He was 46 years old when he died Davies 81 of Arundel Sussex receives a motor scooter from
and the “bO)’S "werc 13, 'l and 10, (hey are a great comfort to me now. «@member of the RIT on behalf of the Queen’s Royal Surrey
Thank you once again for all your kindness. Association
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I am writing this Ictter 1o thank you and the Association for the assistance you gave us when our son died. We truly would not have
known what to do without the good help from the Association. I and my wife would like to thank you on behall of our family Myself
I'say to you and the Association thanks

I'hank you very much f(or the moncey you sent to help pay for my much needed specs, it was very much appreciated.

— 000 . —

I wish to thank you, and the Regiment, for the money you sent to SSAFA on my behalf, I am most grateful. My husband volunteered
in 1939, and was in The Easl Surrey Regiment of which he was most proud. but since his two strokes seven years ago and confined
to a wheelchair his life was very restricted. He died last June, receiving this money has taken a great load from my shoulders, so once
again thank you
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It is with some disgust with myself, that it has taken so long for me to write thanking you and those concerned for the Scooter, my
body will not do as the brain commands, even now my writing 1s not as it was. My life has been transformed. being able to shop
without the help of others is a boon. | thought I might receive some help towards the cost, so it was tremendous to have it free. When
I see some younger afflicted people, I realise how lucky I have becn all my life.

Thank you once again.

o0o

The Almoner, Sue Ryder Foundation writes:- | am wriling to advise you that sadly, Mr C’s condition gradually deteriorated and
he died herc peacetully on the 30th December, 1995. He had been quite bright over the Christmas period and was reasonably able to
enjoy the festivities. Thank you all again for your kind support for this gentleman’s care.
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From a SSAFA Secretary:- Thank you for your letter dated 25 Jan '96 enclosing the ABF Supplementary Allowance chegue for
£416 covering the period 1 Feb '96 to 31 Jan '97. This grant has made all the difference to this pensioner in improving the quality of
his life. He suffers almost continuously from the pain of arthritis and disc problems, for which no medical treatment can ease Living
alone with no family contact the Allowance cnables him to cnjoy a few more luxuries in the way of food ctc., as his limited mobility
makes visits (o the shops difficult. He is deeply grateful for the help he receives to which | would add my own appreciation. | have
written 1o Lt Col Brewis of the ABF expressing my gratitude.

I Roberts writes:- I enclose a picture of myself on the scooter you contributed to me. It has made a big difference to my lifc as |
can get about a little bit more. Our cap badge is mounted on the front but it does not show up
very well.

Q

The County Field Officer, R B I. Kent writes:- Many
thanks for your letter QS/15/96 dated 8th February
1996 together with your generous grant of £350 to Mr
X towards the purchase of a sccondhand attendant
controlled wheelchair. Mr X will, of coursc, be advised
of your kindness. Thank you also for the
complimentary copy of your Association Newsletter
which [ will pass on to him. T am most grateful for
your assistance with this application.

Mr R J Bellamy writes:- [ enclosc a photo of my
wife seated in the lightwecight wheelchair that the
Association helped us obtain. The chair is a great help
as we both have arthritis and it is very hard work lifting
a heavy chair in and out of a car boot. My wife and
wish to thank you all, we are most grateful.




Congratulations g,

Best Wishes

Best Wishes to Major B B F White MC who celebrated his
92nd birthday on 28th December 1995,

Major E Glanvill - Benn who cclebrated his 90th birthday on
31st December 1995.
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Golden Weddings
Congratulations to Major and Mrs John Attenborough who
celebrated their Golden Wedding anniversary on Boxing Day
1995. John was then a Doctor in the RAMC and his wile Frances
a Sister in the PMRAFNS. They were married in St Johns Church
Peshawar India. Major Attenborough will be remembered by
many territorials who served in 5 Queen’s Royal Regiment and
3 Queen’s Surreys as he was their RMO from 1948-1967.
Major and Mrs Anthony Hobrow who celebrated their Golden
Wedding anniversary on 8th August 1995.

Mr and Mrs Race who celebrated their Golden Wedding
anniversary on 10th November 1995.

Mr and Mrs A W Petts who celebrated their Golden Wedding
on 21Ist February 1996. Mr Petts was serving with 1/6th Surreys
in Grecee when he was marricd.

Mrand Mrs F A W Ramsey who celebrated their Golden Wedding
on I'1th August 1995.

Mrand Mrs V F Kearslake who celebrated their Golden Wedding
on 4th July 1995,

oQ0o
Best wishes to:

Major Genral Francis Piggott recovering at home after being in
hospital following a fall.

Brigadier Geoffrey Curtis recovering after breaking his right
arm.

Major ‘Dom’ Domoney for a speedy recovery, sadly ‘Dom’ had
to spend his second Christmas in hospital, but is now at home.
Harry Skilton, recovering from an operation for a new wrist joint.
Fony Ramsey, our Standard bearer recovering after a fall.
Graham Wenn, our museum treasurer, and Don Billows both
now hopetully well on the road to good health again.

- oQ0o
Congratulations to: Major David Robinson on being appointed
a Deputy Lieutenant of Surrey. He has been recognised also for
his services to Scouting and to the Order of St John. He is a
Magistrate and was chairman of Woking Urban District Council
shortly before it became a Borough. He is a governor of Woking
College and he holds Woking Borough's emeritus award as
Citizen of the Year. He has been a president of Woking Chamber
of Trade and Commerce.
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Donations

The Trustces wish to record their very sincere gratitude to the
following ladies and gentlemen for their generous donations to
the memory of the late A Moren. Lt Col J B Parish, Mr and Mrs
A Wright, C R Parish Esq., Mrand Mrs C Wright, Mrs M Wright,
Mr and Mrs Parish and P Moren Esq., The late ‘Jock’ Alcock
bequeathed a sum of £1000.00 to the Association in his will.

(6th Bermondsey) Bn: The Queen’s Royal Regiment,
Remembrance Day and Annual visit to Ghent

The Association joined with the Royal Marine Reserve and the
local Unit of the Army Cadet Force for a short service at The
Battalion Memorial at Old Jamaica Road. Wreaths were laid by
Mr Simon Hughes, Member of Parliament for Bermondsey, the
Commanding Officer of the RMR, Major Maurice Nason on
behall of the Association and Fred Blackborow representing the
2/6th Bn The Queen’s Royal Regiment.

o0a
It started in typical Queen’s style. We had found and tried this
new route to Belgium. It was to travel by coach from London
Victoria to Ghent. Our party was only ten and the three of us, who
had already travelled this way, recommended it to Frank Treffry
to make the arrangements. Marge and I with Jack and Kath
Woodbridge hired a car to travel from Kings Lynn to London.
Panic began to set in, when we found that the driver did not know
London and at 0900hrs we were only at Big Ben with Coach
departure time, 0930hrs. We arrived shortly after 0930hrs, but
tortunately, Frank had persuaded the Coach driver to delay
departure by five minutes. It ended with the four of us running to
the coach, the others running towards us to help and Frank and
the driver throwing the luggage into the boot. It looked like
something from a “Carry On" film. The journcy started with the
driver asking i anyone could tell him the best way to the
Motorway to Dover. John Roll said he knew the way, (so he should
with his experience of London Marathons). Soon we were at
Blackheath and then away down the M20) to Dover. We arrived
alongside the Ferry with the Channel looking as smooth as a baby’s
bottom. Then we were on the Ferry and with the rest of the party
close on my heels, I [ed the way to the Bar, where we were soon
sitting down to an enjoyable pint. Before we knew it, we were in
Calais and on our way to Ghent. Arriving at the Station, a little
late, we were greeted by our friends of La Sarcelic and Dave Coles,
who in typical CSM’s voice welcomed me with “Where yer bin?”
Then we were taken on to our billets and that evening to the HQ
of the Royal British Legion in Ghent, where a lovely bulfet was
laid on. The only tault that we could lind was that the Steward
kept asking us what we wanted to drink. Saturday was a free day,
which was spent having Lunch and drinks with our Belgian
fricnds. In the evening, we were entertained to a marvellous
Dinner and Dance as guests of La Sarcelle. On Sunday morning
we attended an Open Air Memorial Service at a Canadian War
Cemetery. I laid a Poppy Wrcath, on behall of the Old Comrades
Association at the site where nine ol 1/6th Queen’s arc buried.
The rest of Sunday was spent visiting with La Sarcclle. The
members of our party were Mr and Mrs A Dimond, Mr and Mrs
J Woodbridge, Mr and Mrs F Treffry, John Cates, John Roll and
my wife and [. Arthur Whymark was unable to travel because of
a rceent illness. We missed you Arthur and so did your Belgian
friends. In all, a wonderful visit.
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To all our friends in Belgium, we say “Thank you™!
Harry Mitchell




The Battle of Sobraon, 150th Anniversary,

As readers know, many changes have taken place since the 10th
February 1846. In more recent years the formation of The

Queen’s Regiment in 1966, and in 1992 the amalgamation of

The Queen’s Regiment with The Royal Hampshire Regiment.
One of many traditions carried forward to the new Regiment, is
the selection of a Sergeant, known as The Sobraon Sergeant for
the day. The account of the battle has been recounted many
times, Printed below is Sergeant M Wilkins' Ist Bn The Princess
of Wales’s Royal Regiments account of his day as Sobraon
Sergeant 1996, 150 years on.

“Sobraon Day” is a day I have enjoyed since the amalgamation,
this year, the 150th Anniversary, was something special for me
as I was the Sobraon Sergeant for 1996.

Standing with the Regimental Sergeant Major beneath the Sobraon Tablet
and remnants of the original Colours.

The day started at 0700hrs in the bar in preparation for breakfast,
wherc we were briefed on the days aclivities. After breakfast it
was a quick change of uniform ready for, what was for me, the
most important part of the day, the collection of the Regimental
Colour from the Officers Mess. The Colour Party consisting of
the Regimental Scrgeant Major, WO2 Hack, CSgt Corbett, CSgt
Watley and myself left the Sgts Mess at 0955hrs, marched with
the Corps of Drums to the Officers Mess and reccived the Colour
from the Commanding Oftficer. It was a windy day and carrying
the Colour back to the mess was not an casy task, I now know
from first hand experience what the Subalterns must go through
carrying the Colours on parade for hours on end.

%

Turning the Page in the Book of Remembrance, The Warriory Chapel,
Canterbury Cathedral.
Once inside the Mess | handed the Colour over to the QM and
then it was time for a few quick photo’s beforc the next phase
of the day. At 1030hrs the RSM and I left camp and went to
Canterbury Cathedral where I would turn the page in the Book
of Remembrance. After the ceremony was over and a few photos
taken under the original Colours from the Battle of Sobraon it
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was back to the Mess for the Mess photo and lunch. When lunch
had finished and the bar had closed it was home for a few hours
rest before the Regimental Dinner at 1930hrs.

The evening began again in the bar, with a briefing from W02
Nolan, the PMC, on the dinner. The despatches were read, the
meal was excellent and then it was time for the specches, the
only part of the day I had not been looking forward to, still
thanks to WO2 Terry Moore | was able to start my speech on
a humorous note and all went well. Speeches and regimental
singing completed it was back to the bar for a few mess games,
which the Crockery Fund did well out of. The day finally finished
at 0500hrs the next morning. An excellent day was had by all,
especially myself as I was guest of honour and didn’t pay for a
thing.

The Hero of Sobraon
The Hail of fire is shattering all,
As officers with colours fall.
But brave McCabe takes up the flag,
With him before them none may lag.
The soldiers see him at their fhead,
Courageous in his coat of red.
Ignoring noise and battle’s row,
His hour of destiny is now.
He leads the charge, Sikh foemen break,
The 31st, the ramparts take,
Richard Ford

10

Queen’s Annual Reunion, Victory Services Club 1959

Lto R: Ron Esler, Harry Boseley, Les Wilson, Bill Roadnight, Bruce
Dunkeld, Tommy Atkins, ‘Busty’ Stevens, Jim Griffin, Joe Simmonds,
‘Darkie’ Isaacs, Charlie Davis.

— 00o
Have you ever eaten a Braganza?

It was not a great scratch-card win, but enough for me to take
my wife Judith to a favourite pub, Woody’s at Winchfield, near
Hartley Wintney, for a pub lunch. To my surprise, the bar menu
ligured “Braganzas'. These arc double-deck toasted sandwiches,
(illed from a choice of any two fillings - bacon, ham, cheese,
cte, all served with salad. We had a Braganza each, delicious. I
asked the pub-owner why they were so called. He said “some
Army type came in and told me about them, I thought it was a
good idea’.

I don’t know who the “Army type” was - but I think I can guess
his regiment!

AH LeQC




50th Anniversary Commemorative tour

On 31st August 1995, threc members from the old 2nd
Battalion The East Surrcy Regiment, Len Jelley, Jack Griffiths
and myself (Cliff” Martin), joined a 50th Anniversary Victory
Commemorative tour to Thailand and Singapore which had been
arranged by the Oldham branch of the Far East Prisoners of War
Association. There were 95 on the tour, 46 ladies and 49 men.

During our week in Thailand we travelled on what is left of the
original railway from Kanchanaburi to Nam Tok (Tarso) and
stayed overnight at the River Kwai Village Hotel. The following
morning, on our way back to Bangkok, Services of Remembrance
were held in the Kanchanaburi and Chungkai War Cemeteries
where the Last Post and Reveille were sounded by buglers from
the Thai Army. Jack Griffiths laid wreaths on the War Memorials
tn both these cemeterics, and in the limited time available to us
we scarched out as many East Surrey graves as we could find
and planted poppy crosses on them.

We then went on to lunch at the River Kwai Bridge Restaurant,
visiting the Bridge and the War Muscum which was organised
and is maintained by the Buddhist monks in the vicinity. On our
last cvening in Bangkok we were invited by the British
Ambassador to a reception at the British Embassy. This was a
very pleasant occasion made most interesting by being able to
meet and talk with the Ambassador and his staff.

The second weck of our tour was spent in Singapore and the
most important day of this week was the 12th September, which
15 the date that Lord Louis Mountbatten accepted the formal
surrender of the Japanese in Singapore and which the Singapore
Authorities regard as the official ending of World War I1.

The day started with a dawn service at Kranji War Cemetcry
which was attended by over two thousand people of different
Natonalities, British, Australian, Dutch and of course many
Chinese and Malays from the indigenous population. Throughout
the service music was played by the bagpipe band ot the Gurkha
contingent whose buglers also sounded the Last Post and Reveille
at the appropriate times. Official wreaths werce placed on the

War Memorial by the Guests of Honour, including the Duke of

Kent, and this was followed by the placing of many private
wreaths by people from the congregation. It was at this time that
arcporter from the Daily Telegraph spoke to Jack Griftiths and
their resulting conversation, with a specific mention of the 2nd
Bautalion The East Surrcy Regiment, was included in the
reporter’s article on the ceremony, which appcared in the Daily
Telegraph on 131h September. The names of Surreys with no
known graves arc listed on the Kranji War Memorial under
Column 70, and I am sure that surviving members of that old
battalion will recognise the significance of that number.

Our group then moved on to visit the Changi Prison War Museum
and it was there that | had to leave them as I was one of the
lucky five from our party sclected to accept the invitation {rom

the British High Commissioner for lunch at his residence which
was also graced by the presence of the Duke of Kent. The day
ended appropriately with an evening Thanksgiving Service at St
Andrews Cathedral, followed by a reception in the Cathedral
grounds.

Finally, I must record that one of my lasting impressions of the
tour was of the very high standard ol maintenance and orderliness
of the Cemeteries and graves.

CGM

Golf Society - Autumn Meeting 4 October 1995

After such a long hot summer one had every reason to expecl
a reasonable day for the Autumn Meeting of the Society.
However, on the day the heavens opened and the morning round
was played in almost continuous rain. At onc time it looked as
if play would have to stop, as many of the Greens were under
watcr. In the event all entrants completed the round, and some
were even heard to say they enjoyed themselves.

I am delighted to report that the Society in its 65th year seems
to have taken on a new lease of life, 24 members attending tor
the mecting, and two members for lunch only. We were
particularly pleased o welcome five new members playing for
the first ime - Jeft Midwood and Chris Stanton both having
served in The East Surrey Regiment, Major Mike Farrell who
joined The Queen’s Surreys and then transferred to The
Worcestershire Regiment, and Richard Wells and Chris Allanson
both of whom served with The Queen’s Royal Regiment.

Our thanks arc cxtended to Woking Golf Club for once again
producing an excellent meal and a course that was in excellent
condition in spite of the inclement weather.

The prizes were presented by the Captain, Lt Col P G F M
Roupell.

The winners of the Competitions were as follows:-

Senior Div Autumn Bow!
H P Mason Esq 72 nett

Junior Div Glasgow Greys Cup
L.t Col F B terd 73 nett

Petri Platc Aggregate of Spring & Autumn Mecetings
H P Mason Esq 141 neut

Heales Memorial Trophy
M J Power Esq
Runner Up Seniors C M Howard Esq
Juniors J R L. Wells Esq

32 Points
31 points
29 points

Veterans Halo
C Stanton Esq

P M Greensomes 14 holes
L1 Col P G IF M Roupell & H P Mason Esq

31 points

31 points

Winners of the Society Sweep, run on the Morning Round:
Ist:Lt Col B Herd 2nd:Major PA Gray 3rd:Major LE Penn

A pleato ail you golfers out there - come and support the Society,
even if you are now unable to play you can join us for lunch. |
guarantee you will meet at least one old friend you have not
seen for years.

Dates for your Diary 1996 Fixtures

Thursday 9th May Spring Meeting, Sudbrook Park.
Tuesday 21st May Royal Marines Match, Fleet. By Invitation.
Wednesday 2nd October Autumn Meeting, Woking Golf Club.

FBH










It wasn’t all lying
around waiting for
something to
happen often a lad
would be killed by
a shell or
machine-gun while
out on a wiring
party and if that
happened his body
was brought back
and a man would
have to stand guard
over it all the rest of
the night to keep the
rats off. And he
would have to be
armed with acudgel
to do it. Next

_ wo DR morning the poor
TN %ﬂ- devil  would be
buried. But there
were amusing incidents too. I'll give you an example. I was with
a friend in a front line trench with orders to detonate a series of
mines we’d placed out in front of us in no man’s land. We were
supposed to detonate them if and when we saw the encmy
coming. Anyway, there we were when along came a colonel. [
had no idea he was a colonel and when he said to us, ‘Are you
sentries?’ T replied, ‘Well, we’re not sandbags.’ | discovered
later from one of the junior officers that he’d gonc along the
trench saying to himself, ‘I asked for that.” When [ found out
who he was [ thought I'd be court martialled, but nothing ever
happencd.

Clarrie Jarman

When we were out of the line we had numecrous other dutics. We
were on parade a lot of the time or sent on routc marches or given
physical jerks, as we used to call exercise sessions. But we also
had various entertainments - including a drum and fife band!

Other times we worked with The Royal Engineers making up
roads, laying railway tracks and water mains. This was the origin
of the old army saying “The bees do the work and the bees make
the honey, but the Queens do the work and the REs draw the
money”! I remember on one occasion | was on a wagon loaded
with chalk for road mending and in the pouring rain the brakes
tailed and the poor old horsc slipped on the slope and went down.
The horse stopped the wagon, but the poor thing was rather badly
cut. Almost everything was moved by horse wagon then.

It seems odd that we should have gone through all this with men
dying every day a few miles away but we had to be kept fit and
active I suppose, which is why we also played sports, particularly
football. I played in many inter-platoon tournaments, and in the
Brigade Sports held at Picquigny in May 1916 | managed to
come in sccond in the 1 mile race and second in the high jump,
winning 20 francs in cach event. These sports took place during
the last few days before we returned to the front line to
prepare for the first Battle of the Somme. I remember 1
treated some of my pals with the money I'd won, but
though I didn’t know it, this was to be the last occasion

I was ever going 1o be able to compete in sports.

We were at Picquigny, where we’d been given about two
weeks rest after being at the front for etght months. It was
a pleasant enough place, not far from Amiens. It was such
a pleasure to see English girls - nurses - the first we’d
scen for eight months. But all good things come to an end
and we were soon boarding a train for Mericourt. From
therc we marched to Suzanne, a deserted derclict village
just behind our front tinc. The weather, if 1 remember
rightly, was good but the sandbags along our parapet on

For the next few weeks things stayed fairly quiet but all the time
preparations for the Somme battles were going on. Over the last
ten days of June our artillery shelled the German lines day and
night but we heard hardly a sound from the Germans. It was a
massive bombardment but the Germans knew quite well that the
attack was coming and they werc fully prepared for it, a fact not
known to us ordinary soldiers or, onc would assume, to the top
brass. We were led to believe that the German wire and defences
would have becn destroyed by the time we made our attack.

On Thursday 29 Junc 1916 we took up our positions in what
were known as the assembly trenches. We were rcady to go, but
at the very last moment orders came through that the attack had
been put off for forty-eight hours. We never knew why, but the
weather turned foul and we had to stick in the trenches, packed
together in the pouring rain with no cover at all. Two days later
on Saturday July I, at 7.30 in the morning, zero hour arrived.
The weather had turned fine and warm, the trench ladders were
in place and, on the blast of whistles and after wishing our chums
the best of luck, we went up and over into no man’s land where,
under normal circumstances, you wouldn’t have dared sct foot
in daylight. It wasn’t terrifying at that moment, as many people
today imagine it must have been, because we had been told again
and again that this battle would be no battle at all. It would be
a walk-over. There would be no opposition because we had
bombed and shelled the German trenches into oblivion.

We had been drilled to go over in what was called star formation
- in other words, the four sections of each platoon formed the
four points of the star. Then, as we nearcd the German line, we
were to spread out in extended order, that is into a long, straightish
linc. I was a bomber - that meant I was carrying 250 rounds of
rifle ammunition, 7 Mills bombs strapped to my chest and 7
more strapped to my back. T was also carrying a rifle with bayonct
fixed, and a pick and shovel. The idea of the pick and shovel
was that we would need to square up the German trenches after
wc'd taken them. T was in the third wave of men who went over
and T think T got about half-way to the German front trench.

To be as precise as possible 1 ought to say that [ went over the
top at a place called Carnoy. Our abjective - and objectives were
always cxplained to the men very precisely - was Montauban
but, as it turned out, only a handful, if any, of the men in my
battalion were to reach their objective. What we didn’t know as
we set off across no man’s land that day, but were soon to
discover, was that thc Germans had been sheltering from our
bombardment in complete safety in concrete dug-outs 30 feet
down beneath their trenches. As soon as our attack started they
came up out of these concrete dug-outs unharmed and ready for
us. They came at us with what must have been dozens, perhaps
cven hundreds, of machine-guns as well as artillery fire. We
were simply mown down. What made matters worse was that
our field guns were using what was known as a creeping barrage
for the first time. This meant firing over our heads but at the
sime time making sure that the shells landed just ahead of us
among the Germans. I suspect that in the confusion a great many

the front line were green and Slil“y as a result of mustard  No. 6 Platoon, B Company, 7th Baualion, The Queen's during training at Purfleer Camp,

gas used by the Germans sometime before we arrived.

12

1914. Cluarrie is stunding fifth from the right.








































































































































