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The Princess of Wales’s Royal Regiment
Regimental Policy

“You will be aware that Her Royal Highness
The Princess of Wales has decided to step
down from her appointment as our Colonel-
in-Chief. This is. of course, a great sadness
for us all. The Colonel in Chief has been very supportive

during our formative years and we are very grateful for her

interest and involvement. We will miss her™.

Since May 96 the Regiment has been busy. It was with regret
that we had to cancel all the parades and perhaps thought that it
might lead to a quict period. This was proved wrong.

The Ist Battalion has been backwards and forwards to Northern
Ireland twice. The first time was to carry out the dutics of the
much necded reserve after the breakdown of any trust between
the RUC and Protestants. It was the marching season and many
high profile confrontations needed firm support - this was
supplied by the Ist Battalion to the RUC.

The Sccond deployment to Aldergrove was also in support of

the RUC and other units. The Battalion was back in time to
prepare for the main events of the year. The visit by the Allied
Colonel-in-Chief Queen Margrethe II of Denmark and the
Laying Up of the Old Colours of 3 Queen’s.

Her Majesty Queen Margrethe 11 visited on Monday 9
September. She was met on arrival at RAF Manston by the
Colonel of The Regiment and then visited Canterbury
Cathedral. She met many Association Members of The
Queen’s Own Buffs Association and turned the page at the
Duaily Turning of The Page Ceremony. Afterwards she visited
the Ist Battalion in Howe Barracks Canterbury. She was
greeted with a very smart Quarter Guard and then met members
of the Battalion at various stands. After lunch in the Officers’
Mess she departed for a private visit to Canterbury Cathedral.

The Ist Battalion also provided the Colour Party and Escort for
the Laying Up of 3 Queen's Colours in St Pauls Cathedral on
Friday 13 September. This was a moving ceremony. very well
attended with a reception afterwards in The Haberdashers” Hall.

The Battalion is now part of 5th Airborne Deployment Force
Which means they remain at 7 days notice 10 move to anywhere

in the World.

The 2nd Battalion are now half way through their Northern
Ireland tour. They Arms Plot to Tidworth in August 1997, At
the moment the soldiers work a cycle which takes them away
for one month to man the border patrol bases in Fermanagh
{these are in sensitive areas. have been attacked on numerous
occasions in the past and demand a constant state of alertness)
During their tour the soldiers leave only to go on patrol, moving
across country 1o avoid obvious places for terrorist bombs.

The second part of the cycle consists of guarding base camp
and mounting deterrent patrols with the RUC to prevent a
Downing Street style mortar attack. The third company is a
Brigade Rescrve and frequently deploys on “surge’ operations
whenever the RUC feel the threat of a terrorist attack in a
particular arca has increased. The fourth company takes three
weeks leave and brushes up on its Northern Ireland tactics,
particularly shooting and first aid. During the three months
when they are in the Province the soldiers have an average
Nights Out of Bed figure in excess of 60%: they and their
Wives certainly carn the additional £126 per month NI pay.

Despite high operational commitments in the last year the
Battalion has sent nearly two hundred men on exercise 10
Kenya, sent thirty 1o the USA. taken part in the Swiss Raid
Commando Competition (beating 3 PARA - again), donc well

at the Nordic Ski Championships in Norway and France, sent
an expedition to climb/ski/walk in ltaly. Last year four men ran
the NY Marathon raising £6,000 for Tusk Force, in October a
team of sixteen are entered and will raise in excess of £25.000.
A further sixteen men go to Norway to ski again in November.

The two Territorial Battalions continue to thrive. The 5th
Battalion is over 100% recruited and therefore is in a strong
position to support the undermanned Regular Army. They
currently have six soldiers in Northern Ireland and five in the
Falkland Islands and one in the former Yugoslavia. There are
also ten soldiers on attachment to The Queen’s Own Rifles of
Canada. The Battalion also won the 4 Division Sports Trophy
in May. The 6/7th Battalion also has soldiers serving with the
Regular Army in Bosnia, Northern Ireland, The Falkland
Islands, Canada, Cyprus, Kenya and Belize. The Battalion
Orienteering Team continues to excel and is currently the
Territorial Army Champions, the Regular and Territorial
Infantry Champions and the Divisional Champions.

Last but not least a composite team representing the Regiment
led by the Deputy Regimental Secretary won the Infantry
Sailing Championships in the [OW and were selected to sail for
the Army.

Congratulations
and
Best Wishes

Congratulations to:-

Colonel Jonathon Riley on a very successful tour as
Commanding Officer of | RWF culminating in the award of a
DSO for services in Bosnia. He has now relinquished command
and has been promoted to Colonel. Now serving in BAOR as
Chiefl of Staff | Division.

Diamond Wedding congratulations to:

Arthur and Ding Carter who celebrated their Diamond
Wedding Anniversary in September 1996.

Golden Wedding congratulations to:-

Graham and Nancy Swain who celebrated their Golden
Wedding Anniversary on June 14th 1996. Graham is the
National Secretary of the Italy Star Association.

Harold and Jeannette Wakeford who celebrated their Golden
Wedding Anniversary on 8th December 1995,

Bob and Doris Bookham who celebrated their Golden Wedding
anniversary on 21st September 1996.

Best Wishes to:-

Frank Beville recovering after a spell in hospital

Doug Mitchell, the hard working and devoted sceretary to 5
OMA Guildford after a hip replacement operation.

And to all other members who have been ill or in hospital,
“Clarrie” Jarman who readers will recall celebrated his century
is sadly in hospital (October). We wish him a specdy recovery.
Birthday greetings to:-

In-Penstoners Whiting and John Kershaw who celebrated their
80th birthdays on 25th September 1996, (Rock on John!).




Museum notes

Much of our time during the past 6 months has been occupied
in attending meetings and writing briefs to fend off the
Adjutant General's stated intention to reduce MOD funding lor
military museums.

The funding that we receive from the MOD is not that great
and amounts to the salary of one muscum attendant only. The
MOD’s objective is to fund one museum per Corps or
Regiment in the Order of Battle only and possibly additional
museums located in an area where there are no other military
museums or barracks. Fortunately we have a vigorous and
supportive Association that is committed to preserving the
Museum We are fighting our corner hard and we should know
the outcome by the time of the next issue of the Newsletter.

We have recovered to the Museum a relatively rare Ashanti
Medal, awarded to Lt A M MacDonell of the Surreys for the
campaign of 1900. It was stolen from the Muscum in Kingston
in 1976.

The number of people visiting the Museum is much greater
than we had previously thought. With the installation of an
electronic head counter on 8th May we now have an accurate
count and it is an average of 5,500 1o 6.000 people per month.
Roy Harding maintains that a tall man, pushing a pram and
swinging his arms registers as three! We send him off to the
attic 92 steps up with no lift when he has such wild thoughts.
We were delighted to welcome Nanny Syer to the Muscum on
29th May together with Brigadier and Mrs O'Connor (the
donor of the Syer drawings, see p.4! of Issue 59 ol the
Newsletter). On the same day we were pleased to have Mrs
Mairi Store and her husband visit. Mrs Store is the great
granddaughter of Lt Gen Sir E O F Hamilton, Colonel of the
Regiment from 1914-1920. I had been writing to her father in
America for some four years and through him received all the
General’s private papers, diaries etc reflecting his service in
India, South Africa, West Alrica and the UK

We benefit enormously from the generosity of individuals. The
recent past has been no exception. Mrs Tasha Hannalord
presented her late husband’s medals and L.t Col Les Wilson
with Tan Chatfield have given two splendid Queen’s Royal
Regiment teaspoons.

The Open Day on 29th April was not well attended this year.
Do try and come if you can and enjoy the pleasure of meeting
up with old comrades. All our old films of varying sizes have
now been presented to the Imperial War Museum and in turn
they have given us VHS tapes copicd from them which is much
more useful for us.

We were very sorry to say au revoir to Mrs Rachel Roupell
who decided to move nearer to a niece. Rachel has been a
staunch supporter of the Museum since its inception at Clandon
and we shall miss her company and skills as an expert
ncedlewoman. Such was her skill that using thread from her
wedding dress she repaired { Surrcy’s Colours. Having married
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into the Surreys in 1932 Rachel accompanied the Regiment
during its service in Shanghai, India and Khartoum. We wish
her every happiness in her new abode near Weston-super-Mare.

Members of our weekly Working Party and our volunteers who
are very important to the efficient functioning of the Museum
continue to give so freely of their time and energy whilst Mrs
Penny James and Mr Roy Harding (plus Mrs Joy Harding on
occasions) work hard to improve our standards of
documentation, information retrieval and presentation. [ am
grateful to them all. together with the support of my lellow
Trustces for everything they do.

NEW MUSEUM OPENING HOURS AT
CLANDON AS FROM 30TH MARCH 1997

OPEN: TUES, WED & THURS
SUN & BANK HOLIDAYS

12-5 pm
CLOSED: MON, FRI & SAT

STOP PRESS:- John Woodroll our honorary archivist, was
gravely ill recently and we sincercly hope he will continue to
make a good and speedy recovery.

PAWGD
Medal returns to Museum

The Ashanti medal awarded to Lt A M MacDonell of 3rd Bn
The East Surrey Regiment has come “home” to the Regimental
Museum after 20 years. It had been stolen in 1976 from the
Museum when it was at Kingston but in May of this ycar it was
donated back to us here at Clandon.

Lt Alister Maxwell MacDonell was “appointed to the
Battalion™ on 14th February 1900 and his name appears again
in the list of officers who accompanied the Battalion to Perham
Down Camp after its embodiment on 12th May 1900. He was
appointed Licutenant in August 1900. The Battalion embarked
for South Africa on HMT Jdaho in June 1901 but before this, in
November 1900, Lt MacDonell was approved by the Secretary
ol State for War “as a Special Service Oftficer with the Ashanti
Field Force in place of Captain Symes” and was to be provided
with “a free passage to Cape coast by the steamer leaving
Liverpool on the 21st instant™ (November 1900) and would
“not be required to sign the usual agreement as to the
repayment of the cost of the passage™. He was to reccive his
“ordinary Army pay plus 10s a day during voyages to the
Colony and 20s a day while in the Colony™.

The Ashanti Campaign took place between 31st March and
25th December 1900. Though not well known as it was
eclipsed by the Boer War, it was a hard fought campaign
lasting nine months and resulting in casualties of 58 British
Officers, 10 British NCOs and 900 natives. Two Victoria
Crosses were awarded. The Boer War was at its height and
demanded the engagement of many British troops and so only
183 European Officers and 80 NCOs received the silver
Ashanti medal for service in the Ashanti Campaign. This medal
was the first 1o be issued in the reign of Edward VII in 1900
and for these (wo reasons it is considered a rarity and its
eventual return was a cause for much excitement.

Alter several changes of rank and unit, MacDonell finished his
Army career with The Army Service Corps during World War I,
he was mentioned in Despatches threc times and awarded the
OBE (Military Division). He was recorded as still living at the
age of 85 in 1965, He can be scen in several group photographs
ol 3rd Bn The East Surrcy Regiment during the period 1906 -
10 wearing his Ashanti medal or the ribbon.

P)







To those who are not aware the tune is ‘Lily Marlene’. There
were quite a few tears in the eyes.

Amongst the Queensmen who marched was Col.Toby Sewell
(2/7th Queens) whom we were pleased to welcome, and Alf
Morris (2/th Queens) who carried a Branch Standard. Sadly this
was Alf’s last parade for he died unexpectedly shortly after. Alf
was a staunch supporter of the Association and he was so proud
to carry our National Standard at the VI ceremony before HM
The Queen. We will miss his cheery presence.

We were kept in good order by a Grenadier Guards Colour
Sergeant From Nijmegen Company, who was most
complimentary of our marching and bearing. Following the
parade tea was served with time for ‘lamp swinging’.

Also in May our Annual Service ol Remembrance was held at
our Memorial in Westgate Gardens, Canterbury. The Lord
Mayor was present and we had some 250 members there. The
service is always held on the nearest Sunday to its dedication. It
is the only memorial in the country exclusive to the Fallen in
Ttaly.

Our last highlight of the year took place in July when we were
invited to our Patron’s office in the Ministry of Defence.
Because he was unable (o attend our reunion in Portsmouth we
were unable to present him with a cut glass rose bowl, suitably
engraved with the Italy Star Motif and dated with the
ceremony. He kindly invited the National President-Col. W K.
Pryke MBE, Green Howards, the National Chairman - Maurice
Cheadle, 96th ATk Regt (Argyll and Suth.) Highlanders, the
National Secretary, Graham Swain 2/7 Queens RR together
with our wives to his office For the presentation. The Soldier
Magazine staff photographer was in attendance and after the
presentation of the bowl and an illustrated map of the Italian
campaign, tea was served.

Ministry of Defence - 26 July 1996
Left: Graham Swain, National Secretary. Centre left standing: Field Marshal
Sir P Inge GCB, Chicf of the Defence Staff. Centre: Maurice Cheadle.
National Chairman. Right: Col W K Prvke MBE, National President.
As we get older and less mobile, attendance at our various
events does take an extra effort and the number who support us
is evidence that the spirit of comradeship we try to perpetuate
in the Association is still there.

GS

After “Journey’s End”

An article in the Newsletter of the Surrey County Council Stalf

Retirement Association makes mention, among other things, of a
former distinguished officer of The East Surrey Regiment, R C
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Sherifl. It comments: “Nearer home our local writer, R C
Sheriff, was born at Kingston in 1896. He wrote the famous
play “Journey's End” and many scripts including the “Dam
Busters”. He lived in Esher at Rosebriars until his death in
1975. After many years the Rosebriars Trust was established to
administer the proceeds of the sale of his estate and it provides
substantially towards the Arts in all its forms in Elmbridge.”

RF
The Two Minutes Silence

An interesting article has been received from Derek Conran,
23rd London Regimental Association, regarding the origin of
the two minutes silence which is now a feature ol
Remembrance Day Services and which brings back so many
poignant memories to us all.

Percy Nugent George Fitzpatrick, a South African, was at
Hertford just beforce the First World War and his name 1s
commemorated on the War Mcmorial in the Chapel there.
Aged 25 years, he was one of live children of Sir Percy
Fitzpatrick, a wealthy farmer and Author who was at onc time
MP for Johannesburg.

Enlisting as a trooper in the Imperial Light Horse, Fitzpatrick
fought in the German South West Alrican campaign and then
obtained a commission in the Artillery and embarked for
England in 1915. Overseas, he was wounded at Ypres and later
killed at Beaumetz in 1917.

His father planted memorial trees and was instrumental in
purchasing Delville Wood and in the construction of the South
African memorial there. He was impressed by the one minute
silence kept in his local church in 1916 after the South Alfrican
casualty lists had been read out. This later became a daily
practice in Cape Town. Inspired by the timing of the Armistice
at the eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh month
of the year, Sir Percy suggested to Lord Milner that an annual
commemoration in the form of the two minutes silence should
be instituted on an Imperial basis. Lord Milner put the idea to
King George V who enthusiastically supported it and formally
initiated the practice in 1919. Well received by the public, it
remaincd a national feature until the time of the Second World
War. After the war Armistice Day, as it had been known, was
re-styled Remembrance Day and moved from the actual 1lth
November to the Sunday nearest (0 il.

Despite some feelings to the contrary, the occasion has lost
none of its significance. Indeed in some places there has been a
noticeable increase in attendance at Remembrance Day
services. Captain Fitzpatrick and his contemporaries have not
been forgotten.

Sail, Soldiers and Sinners

Many of our members have experienced the joys or otherwise
of trooping for foreign service, either by sea or air, but one
hopes that they travelled in better company than was once the
case. In the 1830-40s, as an economy measure, trooping was
often carried out in conjunction with transportation of convicts
- the troops on passage acting as guards for the prisoners.

In 1831 the 4th King's Own Regiment. trooping to Sydney,
were embarked by companies in various convict ships. The first
company sailed in the Jane on 24th March but the remaining
companics were held back to await appropriate penal
transports. The whole trooping arrangement was not completed
until 22nd December when the Battalion was finally
cstablished at Sydney after having travelled piecemcal in nine
different convict ships.

RF




Benevolence
From a SSAFA case worker

Thank you very much indeed for your grant of £500 towards a
wheelchair for this lady. I have appreciated your prompt
response. The cheque has been sent to the Treasurer of our
Division and will be used for the express purpose of providing
an electric wheelchair once other monies have been raised.

I have written to Mr and Mrs X today telling them of your
generosity and enclosing the copy of your Association
Newsletter. I have taken the liberty of glancing through the
magazine and have found it heartening to read the benevolence
letters. 1 hope it will also give some hope to Mr X for the
luture. I doubt if any of us can truly understand the sacrifice of
caring for a disabled wilc over 25 years.

Thank you again for your assistance.
o0o

RBL County Field Officer Cornwall writes:- It was a
wonderful surprise to return from holiday and find your letter
regarding the grant of £1891. I acknowledge sate receipt of
your cheque for this amount. I am very, very thankful for all
your hard work on Mr A's behalf and should be grateful if you
would pass on our heartfelt thanks to Mr A's former regiment
who has contributed so generously. I have spoken to Mr A
today and he is absolutely delighted with the news. He asks that
his thanks be passed on to all.

Thank you again for your help.

00o

Mr T writes:- My wifc Hannah and myself have been
informed by SSAFA (Mr H Hennigan) of this most generous
contribution toward the cost of an electric wheelchair for
Hannah who with regret is now an amputee. This chair will be
a boon also to myself as pushing here in very hilly terrain can
become rather trying, somewhat like the “Italian Mountains”
but not as high. Our thanks to yoursell Sir, and the Regiment
and all success in the future.

Mr C R Harris writes:- 1 am so grateful for the kind
assistance you have given me over the years since 1 had both
legs amputated. 1 have been able to stay in my home, which
I"ve lived in for over 60 years. This has meant so much to me,
: v and with the help of David
and Sandy I have been able
to live a much more
comfortable life without
worrying about the bills
coming in for heating and

telephone.

I enclose a photo of myselfl
taken this summer in the
garden where I occupy
myself most days. My
artificial legs are not any
use to me since | had a
stroke 18 months ago, but 1
do nip about on my
wheelchair.

Thanks again for all your
help.

oQ0o

Mrs Elsie Russell writes: | am sincerely grateful for you
sending me a copy of The Queen’s Royal Surrey Regimental
Newsletter. What a lovely page was written about me and Jim,
everything in it was true; it brought back so many happy
memories and a lot of sad ones. T always hoped one day |
would go and see where Jim was buried, but never this time
last year, would 1 have thought I'd go in October 1995, but it's

all thanks to The Queen’s Royal Surrey Regiment Association,
SSAFA and The Royal British Legion, also my war widow's
pension has been restored and my sincere thanks for the
television.

I'm not much good at writing letters, but | felt I must thank
you, it has meant so much to me, seeing Jim's grave and made
lots of new friends.

oQo

Mrs Judith K Combes writes: As a result of the kind
assistance of your Benevolence Committee and others, we have
been able to purchase an electric wheelchair for Mrs X's use. It
was delivered today. I am enclosing a photocopy of the letter of
thanks written by Mrs X when she knew that the money raised
was sufficient to provide a chair. She is very pleased. Thank
you again for your help.

oQ0o

Mrs S Hordern, a SSAFA worker writes:- Thank you very
much indeed for your letter of the 26th September, enclosing
your Bencvolence Committee’s cheque. I am most grateful for
your prompt response. Thanks to your rapid help Mr and Mrs X
have been able to order the machine which has now arrived and
is being used by their daughter, 1 gather it is an even better
machine than the one lent by Addenbrookes, and she is
delighted. She is also very thankful not to have to go back to
weekly injections and daily doses of drugs. I have explained to
Mr and Mrs X that the money has been donated by The
Queen’s Royal Surrey Regiment; also that the money is for the
Tens Machine. I am going to see the family tomorrow and will
deliver your Association Newsletter together with the
membership form.

With many thanks to you and your Benevolence Committee.

oQ0o

Through the case workers at Colchester the Association was
able to assist Mr A Parkin with a new motor scooter. Mr Parkin
is shown on his machine outside Enoch House, Colchester.

CH NOUSE

I would like to express the warmest thanks on behalt of my ex
husband Mr Y for the generous grant which has enabled him to
purchase curtains and a television license. The balance of the
grant will go towards purchasing a wardrobe for him. Mr Y
suffers a severc form of mental illness but I'm pleased to say
since he moved nearer to me his life is a lot brighter than it's
been for a number of years. 1 would also like to thank you for
the gift it was a great help to him.







back due to the ravages of some “up country™ rat. A Chinese
lady effected what seemed to be a good repair 1o the back by
cutting an appropriate patch out of the front. A sympathetically
minded Colour Sergeant provided solution in the form of a
replacement vest.

On the 19th August Edwards took the unusual and somewhat
dangerous step of seeking an interview with the Company
Commander about the incompetence of an officer (possibly the
new man) on patrol and the resulting tears of the members of
the platoon. The interview went without difficulty but later the
Company Sergeant Major gave Edwards a “right going over™,
reminding him darkly that the penalty for mutiny on active
service was death. Be that as it may, a new Platoon officer was
appointed the same day.

Another CO’s parade. with the peace-time embellishments of
Colours and Band took place on the 20th August but two days
later active service conditions were temporarily resumed with
guard duties on a ship which was unloading ammunition at the
docks. But a parade of major proportions took place on the 2nd
September when a Guard of Honour (which included Edwards)
in full white ceremonial tropical uniform was mounted for an
inspection by Sir Malcolm McDonald, Commissioner (or
South East Asia. All went well.

My last section Sept/Oct °55 Back rov: Me, L/IC Bovd-Wallace, 2, 2, ?,
Front Row: Johnnie Guy, Mike Denton, Mickie Hills.
Owen George (the best leading scout ever)

Remaining weeks were composed mainly of parades and guard
duties and on the 215t September the 1st Battalion The King's
Own Scottish Borderers, including Bill Speakman VC, arrived
to take over internal security duties from the Queen's. On the
27th September a move was made to Rengam where tented
accommodation was occupied. Patrols were now the order of
the day again and one Chinese man was detained and handed
over to the police. By the 7th October things were literally
hotting up™ when a truck was set on fire by terrorists. Three
days later a band of seven terrorists was encountered. One man
was wounded and captured and a woman was also captured. A
woman rubber tapper was killed in the battle. Two more
women terrorists were captured in succeeding days, one of
them being pregnant.

Large scale patrols which commenced on the 17th October
meant strict fire control and movement discipline (o avoid
pirties running into each other in the jungle, possibly with
friendly fire™ casualties.

But on the 2151 October a radio message was received about
Edward"s discharge. Returning to Singapore he, and other
homeward bound soldiers. kitted themselves out with UK

A Company mounting a Guard of Honowr for Sir- Malcolm McDonald, High
Commissioner for South East Asia, Friday 2nd June 1955.

Sir Malcolm McDonald inspecting the Guard accompanied by
Major J B C Palimer. Set Bill Redford is the NCO nearest the front
and Cpl “Toothy™ Smith 61h from right front row.
battledress, complete with appropriate medal ribbon and other
relevant embellishments.

Flown out on the 28th October they travetled via Bangkok and
Calcutta to Karachi where an overnight stop was made. Via
Bahrain and Nicosia and Rome. Edwards eventually arrived in
London on the 29th October and then travelled on to Stoughton
Barracks, Guildford, where neither he nor his companions
were expected. A suggestion by the officer in charge that they
should go home and report back the following morning was
gleefully accepted. Arriving home in the middle of the night
Edwards let himsell in by the (ront door key, which he found
still hanging in its usual place. and sctled himself to sleep on
the downstairs settee. Pandemonium ensued in the morning
(his mother’s birthday incidentally) when the family found him
there.

Returning to Stoughton Barracks he was granted
disembarkation leave, soon followed by demobilisation. In
poignant words Edwards comments, “Tlues ended my glorious
three years service with what was the best Regiment in the
British Army. Service that made a grear and positive impact on
the rest of my life, experiences that made me much more able
to face the trials and tribulations of later life [ have never
ever regretted one nminute of my service time”

Similar sentiments have been felt and expressed by many
another returning service veteran.,

RE & RF

The despatch of the Newsletter

Mrs Sheila Roberts corrects an
address prioy 1o posting

The Secretary, John Rogerson
counting envelopes! “How many more

of these b envelopes are there”?
















Colonel Walter Koch at El Bathan

What has Colonel Walter Koch, Knight's Cross of the Iron
Cross to do with *B° Company Ist Bn. the East Surrey
Regiment? Nothing much, but the following may be ol interest:

In the Spring of 1940 the German plan for the invasion of
France did not include an attack on the virtually impregnable
Maginot line. The main attack would come through Sedan just
to the north and then sweep on to the Channel ports. Also,
Army Group ‘B’ consisting of 29 Divisions would invade
neutral Holland and Belgium with the object of enticing the
best French divisions and the BEF northwards into a trap.

But, in Belgium and Holland there were also several
‘impregnable’ fortresses which would have to be taken if the
plan for Army Group ‘B’ were to succeed. The most important
fortress was Eban Emael near Maastricht. The capture of the
fort would not be possible by the use of conventional forces
even by the extremely efficient modern German Army. Novel
and audacious ways had to be thought out, a method not yet
envisaged in military history, and certainly never, within the
comprehension of the allied Commanders. Something new in
warfare was about (o happen. Fort Eban Emael was the last
word in fortification technology. proof against all known
aircraft bombs and every form of artillery.

Hitler consulted his Generals and decided that the only way
was (0 land assault troops from gliders on top of the fort.
Between the wars Germany was not allowed an Air Force, but
this did not stop them making and using gliders, and thus at the
start of the war there were plenty of highly skilled glider pilots
around.

This assault force-had to be commanded by a very exceptional
officer. Captain Walter Koch was selected. He was then aged
thirty, a volunteer who transferred from the Herman Goering
Regiment to the parachutists. Assault Force Koch was about
400 strong, all volunteers and highly motivated. Secret training
began at Hildesheim (in 1939) and then moved to the Cologne
area to be ncar to the frontier. The utmost secrecy was essential
and there was to be no leave.

At about this time the use of hollow-charge explosives was
perfected (as later used in the PIAT and Bazooka etc.). They
would be employed together with bangalore torpcdoes, flame-
throwers: pole charges and all the latest technological
equipment then available.

At 0400 hours on the morning of May 10th the first ghiders
landed on the roof of the fortress. The battle was short and sharp
and it was all over in some fifteen minutes, the 500 or so
defenders being quite bewildered clearly having no idea what
was happening to them. A few hollow-charges and pole charges
soon hastened their surrender and Storm Troop Koch was busily
consolidating. It was all too easy due to great courage, training,
daring and the inspired leadership of Captain Koch. In fact, the
surrender was all so sudden and unexpected that some of
Koch’s men were allowed to wander down o the nearest village
for a pint or (wo to celebrate! A few hours later the Germans
declared war on Belgium. The capture of the fort no doubt
hastened the rapid collapse of the Dutch and Belgian armies.

It has been written that Walter Koch was a tough soldier and a
legend in his time. His methods as a leader did not ‘always
meel with the approval of his men, but when he thought he was
right, he fought with ruthless determination and courage. He
was decorated with the Knight's Cross for his triumph at Eban
Emael.

In the Summer of 1940 he became a national hero and was
lionised throughout Germany. Hitler sent him round various
garrisons 1o lecture on his exploits. When in October 1940
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Hitler met Franco at Hendaye to consider the occupation of
Spain (Operation Felix) Franco would not co-operate, but the
proposed parachute landing on Gibraltar was planned by. and
would have been commanded by, Koch. It was well that Franco
stood firm otherwise the western end of the Mediterranean
would have been closed o the Allies, so no Malta convoys and
certainly no Operation ‘Torch’. Koch next appears
commanding the Ist Bn of the Assault Regiment in the
invasion of Crete (1941) and also later in Russia.

Opcration “Torch’ (October 1942) was a gamble, an attempt 1o
capture Tunis and thus cut off the whole of Rommel's Alrica
Corps and their ltalian divisions. To capture Tunis by the end
of 1942 would have ended the war in Africa and thus the
invasion of southern Europe could have taken place six months
earlier with all its strategic implications.

It was a remarkable feat to move the so called Ist Army some
400 miles from Algicrs to Tunis and ready for battle in only a
few weeks. The gamble was accepted. and had Lt. Gen.
Kenneth Anderson been successful maybe he would have gone
on to greater triumphs and what would have become of Monty!
(Perhaps more British units and less raw Americans would
have helped, but who am [ to say!).

German troops from 10 Panzer Division, containing parachute
units and the new ‘Tiger' tanks which had not been scen before
in Africa were now pouring into Tunisia by sea and air under
the command of General Walter Nehring- and including the
newly formed Battle group Koch.

Nehring was faced with exactly the same problem as Hannibal
had been faced with in the 2nd Punic War some two thousand
years earlier. In both cases the enemy would advance on
Carthage/Tunis from the west; Scipio and his Roman legions
up the central road from Constantine, and I'l Bde (78 Div.)
plus a company of American “Tank Busters™ by the same route
and then through Beja. (36 Bde to advance nearer the coast).

Hannibal who knew quite a bit about this kind of problem
stated that the “key’ position to be held was the town and
communication centre of Medjez-el-Bab. “He who holds
Mecdjez holds Carthage.” (Bab means ‘key’ in Arabic). But
when the crunch came he was completely routed by Scipio in
202 B.C. at the battle of Zama in spite of all his elephants! (The
sitc of the battle of Zama is disputed and historians locate it in
several different places. But there is no doubt it was very near
the modern town of Medjez-el-Bab).

Thus the Germans had to
kecep Medjez inside their
perimeter but this was not to
be. This vital town was
taken by 2 LF and 5
Northamptons on 25th
November 1942. The breach
in their defences opened a
gap through which | Surreys
were able to advance deep
into their bridgehead.

The Germans were surprised
and extremely shaken by
this thrust rapid advance and
occupation of Tebourba, 20
miles from Tunis, by the
Surreys. But, as is usual,
they reacted quickly and
with great vigour. ‘C" Coy.
(Major  Caffyn)  was
positioned on the edge of the
town. A’ Coy (Major

Andrews) forward on pL. 186 Knight's Cross of the Tron Crosy







On Tact and Tactics

Major General John Gregory Baumgardt CB was an officer of
ability as records of his career show. Born in 1784 he joined
the 56th Foot in 1798 at the age of 14 and after various
promotions and appointments he joined the 31st Foot (later
The East Surrey Regiment) as a Lieutenant-Colonel in 1826.
Summarised, his career shows: Joined “The Queen’s” 24th
December, 1829. In command from [0th January 1831 to 20th
December 1833. Brevet Colonel 28th June [838. Promoted
Major General | 1th November 1851. He served at the Cape of
Good Hope 1798-1802. Served during the whole of the
Campaigns in India in 1803,4,5 and 7 and received the Indian
General Service Medal With two clasps “Laswarree” and
“Capture of Deig”.

While Commandant of the Garrison ol Bombay he suppressed
a very serious insurrection in 1833, He commanded the
Brigade, in which were The Queen’s, at the storming of
Ghuznee and Khelat in 1839, and received the Ghuznee Medal,
and the Order of the Dooranee Empire 2nd Class.

But good tacticai soldier though he may have been, Baumgardt
suffered from one fault. He was tactless, and it was a failing
that was to bring him into disfavour with his senior officers
and land him in trouble on more than one occasion. A
particular instance even reverberated from India to the office of
the Commander-in-Chief in England.

From the 12th May - 12th December 1831, Lieutenant-Colonel
Willshire, commanding the garrison at Bombay, was absent on
special duties ordered by the Government of the Northern
Division of Bombay. During his absence Lieutenant-Colonel
Baumgardt of The Queen’s took over command of the garrison
while Major Hunt took temporary command of the Regiment.

On the return of Willshire to the garrison in December,
Baumgardt reverted to Regimental command. In May and
November 1832, the Regiment was inspected by senior officers
and generally found satisfactory except that on the latter

occasion attention was drawn to the unusually high number of
Courts-martial, 55 since the last inspection in May. On both of

these inspections the Regiment had been under the command
of Major Hunt.

At an inspection in May 1833, there were signs of trouble
within the Regiment as Lieutenant-Colonel Baumgardt
reported to the Inspecting Officer, Colonel Henry Sullivan, that
he had not met with the support he was entitled to receive from
Major Hunt and some other officers named in the report. He
further complained of interference in disciplinary matters by
Lieutenant-Colonel Willshire.

Orders and medals of Major General 1 G Baumgardt CB

In December Baumgardt went home on leave and on arrival in
England was sent for by the Commander-in-Chief, Lord Hill,
in order that the matter could be investigated. Lord Hill's
findings were against Baumgardt whose complaints were
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considered trifling and whose course in reporting them was
“highly reprehensible”. It was deemed that “Colonel
Baumgardt did not, although a capable Officer, show the tact
always necessary for the successful commuand of a Regiment™.

In succeeding years Colonel Baumgardt seems to have had
varying relationships with other officers, sometimes improving
and sometimes deteriorating. Sir John Keane particularly
appears to have disliked him and by 1837 Baumgardt's
conduct and style of command were such that he was court-
martialled, though on what grounds and with what result the
Regimental History fails to record. Whatever the outcome,
Baumgardt does not seem to have suffered too much from it
for he remained in the scervice and earned Brevet rank as a
Colonel in the Afghanistan campaign in the following year
where he did gallant service.

He died on 7th May 1855 - a man who had served his country
well but who, with thought, could possibly have served himsell
better.

Random Memories of a Territorial RMO

After wartime service in a Field Ambulance, RMO ol the Filth
Reconnaissance Regiment, and Staff Surgeon in India, my wife
and 1 were demobilised in 1946 and then joined my uncle’s
practice in Camberley in 1948, I was asked by John Kealy to

join 5 Queen’s as Medical Officer. Thus started my association

of 19 years with the Queen’s and here are a few reminiscences
in no particular order. No names - no pack drill (20th century
proverb)!

Mortars: After a live firing exercise in the Stamford area, the
battalion packed up and the mortars and RAP were last, as
usual. The Mortar Sergeant (who had been in the same brigade
as myselt in ltaly) had some spare bombs so we had a bet as to
how many rounds would be in the air, before the first onc hit
the ground, al maximum trajectory. | cannot remember the
number, but it was more than twelve. { lost my bet, but the
resultant conflagration and peat fire took a considerable time to
put out with the aid of the local flire brigade. We were not
popular!

Austin Champ: This was a replacement for the Jeep with
Rolls Royce engines. The first one I drew from the Transport
Pool had a jammed starter motor. As | lifted the bonnet I was
told nothing could be done and it had to go back to the
workshop as the engine compartment was sealed, it also had a
rounded bonnet - you could not put a mug of tea on it and it
was most unpopular with the Padres’ as the communion
vessels slipped off. The flat Jeep bonnet made a very good
altar, and could take a stretcher fixed across it.

Hygiene: A certain Commanding Officer used to get a spade,
on exercises, and after breakfast walked off into the
countryside. When tactfully reminded that the usual shallow
trench latrine was screened and marked with mine tape he
replied that he was following the law of Moses. What could 1
say? The biblical quotation comes from Deuteronomy Ch23 v
13 - “And thou shalt have a paddle upon thy weapon; and it
shall be. when thou wilt ease thyself abroad, thou shalt dig
therewith, and shalt turn back and cover that which cometh

from thee.”

Potatoes: In the early fifties, Z Reservists were called up, after
National Service 10 do annual camps with the Territorials. The
majority were good types, but there were always some who did
not like military service. As usual, the sick parade was
crowded with these types in the first two or three days mostly
complaining of loot trouble and blisters. The cookhouse was
short of personnel for general duties, and so. with the
connivance ol the RSM, the orderly sergeant waited outside













Foster's Way

The gallant conduct and bravery of a son of Wandsworth was
marked in a particularly pleasant way recently as a result of
dedicated research and persuasion on the part of an employee
of Wandsworth Council. Some years previously, Mr Paul
McCue who is Assistant Director of Leisure and Amenity
Services to Wandsworth Borough Council became aware that
Cpl Edward (“Tiny”) Foster VC of 13th Bn The East Surrey
Regiment was also an employee of Wandsworth Council and
that the 13th battalion was formed by the Council. Mr McCue,
already an accomplished researcher and historian, was
motivated to find out all he could about this intriguing subject.
He visited the Museum several times to research Cpl Foster's
and the battalion’s history and was so inspired by what he
discovered that he recommended that Wandsworth Council
should commemorate Foster’s achievement by naming a new
footpath in King George’s Park, Wandsworth as “Foster’s
Way”. The Council agreed to this and on the evening of May
8th, 1995 the naming ceremony took place at which a
memorial was unveiled by the then Mayor of Wandsworth,
Councillor Beryl Jeffery. Amazingly, Mr McCue had traced
some 40 descendants of “Tiny” Foster, including his son, Mr
Denis Foster, and all were invited as VIPs on the day.

The Mayor of Wandswaorth and the Foster family.

Mr McCue writes:

“We were also successful in resurrecting the links between
Wandsworth and the village of Villers-Plouich in France
where Foster won his VC. Our Mayor visited the village in
April 1995 and the French Mayor (Monsieur Jean Leterme)
puaid a reciprocal visit to

Wandsworth in May

1995.

Last, but fur from least,
we are ensuring that all
is not forgotten on
Remembrance Day. For
the first time in many
years, a wreath was laid
on the memorial to the
[3th East Surreys in
Wandsworth High Street
and another wreath was
sent to the war cemetery
in Villers-Plouich where
many of the 13th Bn
boys are buried. There
are enough like-minded
tvpes among my
colleagues at
Wandsworth to ensure
that this  will now
continue.”

Councillor Bervl Jeffery, Mayor of
Wandsworth, with Mr Denis Foster, son of
Ted Foster VC.
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Mr McCue also writes:

“More recently my research has revealed that the Battersea
Council (now part of Wandsworth) also raised a battalion -
10th (Service) Bn (Battersea) The Queen's (Royal West
Surrey) Regiment. My aim is now to produce a small book or
booklet on the combined histories of the two units......... N

I am delighted to be able to say that Mr McCue was very
pleased with the help we gave him and with the facilitics for
research here at Clandon,

Pl

Pensioners of The Royal Hospital Chelsea

Did you know that you can often discover more about an
ancestor who served in the British Army than about any other?
Many sources exist in the old War Office records at the Public
Records Office at Kew for extracting information about
soldiers and records of their service. They include regimental
muster rolls, casualty returns, discharge documents, pensions
returns, courts martial registers, and the out-pension admission
registers of The Royal Hospital, Chelsea.

The Chelsea registers are sometimes sad enough to bring a tear
to the eye and may cause the reader (o retlect. They date from
1715, but many of the men whose names are entered in the
oldest had enlisted many years previously and had served in
Marlborough’s campaigns, as well as earlier. Enlistment was
then for Unlimited Service, which meant for life. No matter
how long or more often short. Or until such time as a man had
become unfit for further service by wounds, injury or discase,
or by having become worn out due to the conditions of army
life. Thus, a man served until he was cither killed in battle or
died of discase: or, il more fortunate, until such time as the
authorities had no further use for his services, when he was
generally rewarded with a pension of a few pennies a day.

Such a man was Private Henry Watson, an Irishman, who was
serving at Edinburgh Castle when he was discharged, aged 79
years, on 22nd November 1752. His age alone was remarkable
as it vastly exceeded the normal life expectancy of those times.
But such an age becomes truly astounding when one considers
that the British soldier of the period was inadequately clothed
and underfed, pitifully paid, suffered a barbaric discipline, and
often won his battles on an empty belly. However, in
discharging poor old Henry, the Chelsea surgeon described
him as ‘very old, sicklv and deaf.’

Below arc some entries from the Chelsea registers of the 1740s-
1750s for men who came from all parts of Great Britain and
Ireland. Each served at a time when the British Army was less
than 100 years old! And cach may be someone’s ancestor. The
entries are genealogical ‘gems’; and in later registers, and in
other sources, you may discover the colour of your ancestor’s
hair, eyes and complexion, as well as the shape of his face,
distinguishing marks, including scars [sometimes from
flogging| and height. Sometimes the registers include a graphic
description of how a soldier sustained a wound. So here, as
written, arc just a handful from the tens of thousands of entries:

1st [Grenadier] Guards. Thomas SIMS, ‘Drummer: age 33: 8
years’ service. Corrupt by a cold got in the Service: born at Sear
near Devizes, a ShoemaKer.

2nd [Coldstream] Guards. ‘Daniel WALLACE: age 41: 14 years’
service. Wounded in the Knee at Ostende, lost an eye and the
other impaired: born at Tayne, North ‘Britain, a Cordwainer.

3rd [Scots] Guards. Joseph HUCHAN, Serjeant: age 34: 11 years’
service. Wounded in the right shoulder and left thigh and ankle at
Fontenoy: born at Bannykenny, shire of Galloway, a Farmer.







become well seasoned - a factor which contributed to her
subsequent longevity.

HMS Victory

At the battle of Trafalgar she withstood heavy damage as she
courageously broke through the enemy lines. (Nelson’s famous
signal, “Engage the enemy more closely” came from Howe’s
signal code - No 16. The even more famous “England
expects......" was formulated from another code - Popham’s.

After the battle Victory was still sufficiently seaworthy to limp
home to England, carrying her hero’s body preserved in a cask
of spirits of brandy. At his funeral procession in London the
31st Regiment, as befitted their Marine traditions, formed part
of the troops lining the route.

HMS Victory now lies in dry dock at Portsmouth in a state of
preservation and famed as a tourist attraction. A notable
feature of her guns was that they were fired by [lintlock
mechanism and in the hands of superbly drilled gun crews this
gave them a fire power superiority over the French. It is
thought likely that the ordnance of the Queen Charlotte and
Royal George was similarly equipped.

Royal associations with the Navy are shown by the names of
many of the ships constructed at Chatham. They include the
Katherine (1674) and Mary (1694), Prince George (1772)
Roval George (1788), Queen Charlotte (1790), Prince Regent
(1823), Royal George (1827), Majestic (1853), Roval Oak
(1862) and Prince of Wales (1902). There was also a Diana
(1822) who was the first British Steamship to be uscd in
warfare - the Burma War of 1824-26. (Ironically, in 1776 there
had been a Camilla). Africa was the last true battleship to be
built at Chatham. The twentieth century was Lo sec an
emphasis on lighter ships and submarines.

RF

With 15th Queen's at Dover Dockyard, 1941

With the main battalion at Dover Castle there was an added
responsibility for providing sentry posts and anti-aircraft
protection at the dockyard. A. Company was detached and
lived in cottages vacated by coastguards near the West Pier
entrance.

During my period of duty with the Dockyard Company there
were a number of incidents that did not find their way into the
Regimental History.

The Pied Piper

Dover was being subjected to shelling and bombing one night
during which T visited all sentry posts. At the entrance to the
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West Pier the sentry was not at his post and after a search a
very nervous young sentry was found crouching behind a cast
iron caisson. The next morning he was arraigned before me
and awarded 7 days C.B. Approximately a fortnight later,
again during a bombing raid, I was visiting sentry posts and
this self same sentry was on duty on the road to the undercliff
caves. He drew my attention to an unusual occurrence. There,
like a Pied Piper, was a pyjama clad C.S.M. leading a crocodile
of children and adults to the caves.

The following morning I remonstrated with the C.S.M. for
being improperly dressed. i.e. sans helmet and gas mask. |
wonder if any of that “crocodile™ could recall the incident. In
all fairness I expunged the 7 days C.B. from the private’s file.

The Egg and |

The company office and C.S.M.'s quarter were situated in an
old coastguard’s house the front step of which was worn into a
hollow over the years. One morning before reveille the C.S.M.
came out through the front door and was surprised to find a
gull’s egg laid in the hollow. This was immediately
requisitioned by the warrant officer for his breakfast. The same
thing happened lor several days and then, one suspects, the
gull learnt the folly of its ways and laid elsewhere.

Assisting the A.R.P.

It was part of the Dockyard Company’s responsibilities 1o go
to the aid of the A.R.P. if requested. Following the shelling of
the scafront an unoccupied hotel received a near miss but the
effect of the blast was to blow the north wall away {rom the
building exposing, on each floor, a bath, toilet basin, bidet and
pedestal pan; a strange sight to bchold. The company was
successful in rescuing two people from an adjoining building
near the undercliff.

Whose Hand

Company duties were based on a rota system for the four
platoons. Two platoons were on guard duties, one platoon on
“standby™ and the other off duty for a 24 hour period. The “off
duty” platoon, when not sleeping or performing domestic
cconomy, could often be found fishing off the West Pier.

The favourite fishing spot, initially, was where a sunken ship
could be seen, its mast and funnel top visible above the water
level. Here one could catch a variety of fish, crabs and the
occasional lobster. One sergeant. finding his line quite taut,
called out, “I've got a bite.” and began 10 reel in. Eventually
the line went slack and, anticipating that the fish had “‘given up
the ghost,” he reeled in quickly only to find that his caich was
a skeletal band. This was quickly returned to the deep and an
alternative fishing arca located.

There she blows

Another aspect of our “stand 0™ platoon was that, on request
from the Royal Navy, a scction would board trawlers or
minesweepers. How silently we moved out of harbour with the
“sweep” off the port bow. It was a very dark night with only
the stars for company as we headed for the Dumpton Gap. This
was a lavourite area for the German E. Boat but on this
occasion there was no intruder. We did. however, trawl up a
mine which was detonated by rifle fire. A flying boat flew
overhead with its incandescent hull glowing from phosphorus.
The skipper recognised it as “one of ours” and we returned
safely to harbour.

From the Dockyard Company | was transferred to Fort
Burgoyne as Dctachment Commander and this became my
home until the battalion moved to Devon.

Dom
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Uniform of the Queen’s in Burma, 1885

With the widespread use of khaki clothing in Afghanistan, and the production of a fast khaki dye in India, an official issue of Khaki
drill field service dress for the troops in India was sanctioned in 1885. A basic frock style tunic, with 5 button front fastening and two
patched breast pockets and buttons, had minor differences in detail according to manufacture. Similar khaki trousers for the infantry
were worn with puttees. Initially khaki covers were used over the white foreign service helmet. As this was also used uncovered for
parades a locally made khaki helmet was issued with pugri. Again the shape varied with manufacture. Photographs of troops in Burma
show loops sewn above the breast pockets for extra cartridges for the single shot, lever action, Martini-Henry rifle. Sergeants had 22
inch sword bayonets. The equipment was the revised 1882 valise equipment.

Home service dress uniform

The home service helmet had been introduced in 1878. It was made of cork and covered with blue cloth and supposedly owed a little
of its appearance to the German ‘“picklchaube’, but it was a much better shape and was more similar in style to the white foreign
service helmet already issued. There were slight differences in shape between the olficers” and other ranks versions.

Officers rank distinctions had changed in 1880 and were removed [rom the collar to twisted gold shoulder cords. Colonels now had a
crown and two stars; a Lieutenant Colonel a crown and one star; a Major a crown; a Captain two stars; a Lieutenant one star and a 2nd
Lieutenant no stars. Their cuff lace also varied according to rank being rather more elaborate the higher the rank. Officers’ sashes
were still worn over the left shoulder. Trousers were now dark blue with a red welt down the outer seam for all ranks. In addition
officers also had a gold sash and sword belt with crimson stripes and double gold trouser stripes with a red light between for levees
and galas. Officers’ sword scabbards were changing from black leather to steel for all ranks although leld officers retained their brass
scabbard.

Other ranks had a drastic change to their tunics following the Cardwell reforms ol 1881. The various facing colours worn on collar
and cuffs were changed to white for English regiments, much to the chagrin of the old regiments. For the Queen’s this was not too
serious as Royal regiments retained their blue facings. However, the style of cuff and collar changed, from the 1878 patch tunic where
the facing was only on the front of the collar and culf, to a full coloured collar and a round “jampot’ cuff. There was white piping
round the bottom of the collar and down the front of the tunic. The old *India’ style frock was replaced by a serge [rock with seven
buttons, similar to the tunic but without the front piping and with rounded skirts. The undress cap at this time was the glengarry.

Caption to the New Zealand plate.

Top centre: 3 band Enfield Rifle; Other Rank shako plate; Officers’ sash; Company Officers” shako: Other Rank shako.

Top left: Officer in New Zealand wearing an early version of the blue patrol jacket and forage cap.

Top right: Sergeant in New Zealand. His forage cap has the bugle horn of the Light Company and he still carries a whistle attached
to his pouch belt.

Bottom left: Corporal in home service dress uniform in drill order.

Bottom right: Ficld Officer in home service dress uniform.

Centre: Private in New Zealand with the distinction of the Grenadier Company. Regimental Sergeant Major in home service dress
uniform.

Caption for the Burma War

Top centre: Officers’ waistbelt locket; Officers’ swords;: Officers’ sash: Officers’ helmet (left): Other ranks helmet.
Top left: Private in foreign service dress, Burma.

Top right: Sergeant in foreign service dress, Burma.

Bottom left: Corporal in serge frock, home dress marching order.

Bottom right: Regimental Sergeant Major in dress with officers’ stvle forage cap.

Centre: Company Officer in foreign service dress, Burma. Captain in levee dress.

Chelsea Pensioners visit the PWRR Museum at Dover Castle

. . . . . e o e . . o
In-Pensioner Jolm Henderson MM remembering Palestine with Les Wilson and the In-Pensioners in the medal area
the 2nd Bn The Queen's,







Richard Ford writes:

| was interested to read Colonel McConnell's letter in the May
Newsletter regarding the failure to award any medals for
service in peace keeping or security duties.

Some years ago | raised this very same point in police circles
regarding the positions of British civilian police officers
seconded to overseas forces in supportive security roles. In
1960-61 1 was seconded from the Bournemouth Borough
Police Force to the British Police Unit in Nyasaland (now
Malawi) as a Temporary Inspector during the troubled
emergency situation of that time. I was stationed at Chiradzulu
Mountain where two European police officers (ol whom | was
one) and thirty-five African other ranks managed to maintain
law and order among a widespread native population of 50.000
in a state of political unrest. It was there that for the only time
in my life I commanded armed police in a riot situation.

At the end of it all there was no tformal recognition, no thanks,
no medals and nobody seemed to care.

RE
G R Burelli writes:-

I thank you for providing Mrs Maloney with information
regarding the Queen’s Second Cadet Battalion and the drum.
Mrs Maloney was kind enough to hand deliver the literature
the last time she crossed the great pond. It was very helpful and
informative in that 'm a student of history I also enjoyed
reading it. The drum is for sale and I would entertain a fair
offer. | feel the drum longs to be back with its battalion in the
land of Kirke.

Dec Davies writes:-

May [ say how interested 1 was in the article about Clarrie
Jarman who was a necar neighbour and my school attendance
officer in the twenties and carly thirties! My wife remembers
him well as her father was a great chum of his when he was
secretary of Woking F.C. Long may he soldier on!

Bill Morgan writes:-

Many thanks for the Newsletter and the return of the photos.
Will you need them again? I was very delighted to sec the
picture of myself in the Newsletter and would like to join the
Queens Association and subscribe to the Newsletter. How do |
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do this? T was sorry to hear that you haven’t been well and
hope that you have fully recovered.

P G Jefferies - Kelly writes:-

I wonder if this photograph would be of any interest to your
readers. It was taken in May 1948 at Shorncliffe Kent. We
were among the first intakes to have their training period
reduced to 10 weeks, so we were nearly run into the ground by
the NCO’s. but winning the cup as the best platoon made up
for it all and it produced the first smile from our Sergeant.

You will see we arc a mixture of East Surrcy and Queen’s
Royal Regiment cap badges but were all transferred to the
Queen's and sent to Germany where we became 8§ Pl, C
Company and took part in the Trooping of the Colour at the
Olympischer Platz. Berlin on Salerno Day. 9th June 1948. 1 am
second from the left in the middle row, 22012907 Pte Kelly P.

Mr O Rivers writes:-

I enclose the sum of £5 for my 1996 subscription to the
Newsletter plus a little extra for the benevolent fund. I have
been particularly interested in the articles about the service of
the Ist and 2nd Battalions the Surreys in Greece during the
period of the civil war 1947-49, where [ had the honour to
serve with the Regiment. [ feel that this period of the Surrey’s
service abroad is sometimes “glossed over” and is rarely
mentioned in the Regiment's exploits. I noticed in the booklet
on the Queen’s Royal Surrey Regiment Museum, page 13 that
the years 1947-48 were left out. Several of my colleagues have
often wondered why general service was not issued for this
period of active service, in this situation, whereby we served in
a country that was al war.

During this period of service a small newspaper the “Courier™
was published in Greece, giving an insight into the war and
activities of the troops stationed there. I sent some of these
home to my mother, who to my surprise had kept them all
these years and had recently returned them to me. They were a
little yellowed with age but I had them photo-copied
successfully. T wonder if they would be of any interest to the
Museum. 1| also have in my possession a watch fob 1" in
diameter in the shape of the East Surrey crest, and inscribed on
the reverse shown below. The crest is hall-marked silver.

I often wonder what happened
to Capt May. Did he survive
the Ist WW perhaps? Was he
related to Peter May Captain
of England? [ suspect we'll
never know, but I'm always
intrigued by these questions
whenever [ look at it

~ CRICKg,
o RS
~ WINNERS 1905 ™
Z No2.COY ©

CPT MAY




Fred Blackborrow writes:-

On Sunday 28th July 1996 at -

the Chelsea Hospital to s "l"';:,'f“,(.;,':hm“
commemorate the demise of
the Military Medal a parade
was held for the comrades
who held that bravery award.
A plague was unveiled in
honour of past and present
holders.

| P Brlvers i the Field

HONOHIR ALL HOLDERS
. OF I'HE AWARD
) PAST AND PRESENT

n,"un'l-rﬂﬂ'

i &
wary Me
"u;#' L

A contingent of the ltaly Star Association Central Branch
(London) was in attendance.

Doug Moody writes from Worthing:-

Dear Editor

I have enclosed a photo taken on the open day at Gifford
House, Worthing on 13th July this year, it shows myself, Frank
Bell and Captain Bill Roadnight who is, as you know a
resident. Frank and I both live quite near to Gifford House so
we often drop in to see him. He was my QM in 2/6th Bn The
Quecn’s Royal Regiment during the war in Italy, and prior to
that was Frank Bells RSM in the 2/5th Battalion, we had a
most enjoyable alternoon.

Left to right: Frank Bell, Bill Roadnight, Dowg Moody

I was dreadfully sorry to read about the death of Lt Col Bill
Peet, I was drafted to 2/6th The Queen’s in March 1940 and
was put in "D’ Company under the command of Capt Peet (as
he was then) until posting o HQ Coy in late 1941.

God willing I will be at the 2/6th Salerno Reunion this year, 1
haven't been for 25 odd years due 1o blindness and other
problems and my son says I have 1o go this year and he will
take me, otherwise I'm still plugging along steadily and just
passed my 77th birthday. Nice to see you and Major Rogerson
at Guildford Cathedral Church Service, that was my [irst time
for about 30 years and 1 met so many old friends, 1 will try and
Make it next year. My regards and best wishes to all.

R G Baker writes:-

Many thanks for the May Newsletter, which as always, is
eagerly awaited. However I was very saddened to read of the
passing ol Licutenant Colonel § W Peet and also CSM Sidney
Waldron. When 1 joined *B Company’Ist Bn The Queen’s
Royal Regiment Iserlohn in 1950, Major Peet as he was then,
was the Company Commander, and CSM Waldron, was of
course our CSM. My first few weeks at Coy HQ prior to being
given the task of assisting in the Company Armoury , was as
house guard at Major
Peet’s home, while 1
believe he was away
in hospital, 1 was
transported daily from
the barracks to his
home in the late
afternoon. and back to
barracks in  the
morning.

Captain Curtis as he
was then, was Major
Peet’s second in
command, 2nd
Lieutenant Mick Teale
was the only other
officer in the
Company that I can
remember, although I
believe there was one
other N/S§ 2nd Lieut.
Another name 1 recall
is that of Colour Sgt Vance Cotsford. to whom 1 was
answerable, being in the Company Armoury. The two
Company clerks | remember, were Mick Stafford and Alex
Peers. My pal in the other stores down in the basement of ‘B
Training Company” was Tom Britcher. We all took our turn in
Major Peet's office at being witness at pay parade, and of
course giving out tickets for the cigarette ration. We also took
turns as Duty Clerk in the Company Office about once a week.
They were to me, good times and all the stalf were in my mind
excellent. Although after serving my apprenticeship I started
my National Service some two years or more later than most
others. I felt if need be anyone could have turned to Major
Peet, Capt Curtis, CSM Waldron or C/Sgt Vance Cotsford for
help and understanding. What better persons could one find to
run a Training Company.

A voung Keith Yomvin
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I have enclosed some old photographs, which 1 would like
returned. They are rather battered so 1 am not sure whether or
not any could be copied if needed for the Newsletter. They are
of CSM Waldron, Sgt Bennet, Sgt Keith Yonwin. and two
parades, one of which I think was in front of the Dining Hall
and NAAF! buildings. [ appear to have lost some other photos
taken at Sennelager and Vogelsang while on exercises.




Sid Waldron

Oh well, these are all fond memories of something like forty
six years past.

Tom Culmer writes:-

Thank you for past and present editions of the Newsletter, which
[ find very interesting, please find cnclosed cheque for same.

[ confess 1 am not a Surrey man. born and bred in Kent |

completed my training with the RWKs (The Old Blind Half

Hundred). 1 joined the 1/5th Queen’s at Homms, Tripoli and
was fortunately accepted in the MT. That of course was after
the desert campaign. My first baptism of fire was at Salerno as
co driver on Andy Williams petrol truck. Returning to Blighty
I was selected with four other drivers to collect new jeeps at
Wolverhampton for Company Commanders prior to Normandy
landings.

My first appointment was with Capt Adams A Coy. | shall
never forget his orders to them about to go into action (Hit em
hard lads). Sadly very shortly afterwards he was killed in a
crash with the jeep. I then ook over as driver to the 2 i/c Major
Burton, who was later relieved by another Major whose name |
cannot recall as he too was soon out of action having been hit
by shrapnel while standing in his armoured car, a shell burst on
a nearby roof and I happened to be very ncar and heard his call
and was able to help him from his car and return him to first
aid. I regret I do not know the outcome. Jock Nangle then took
over as Second in Command and T was very proud to have
been his driver through to Hamburg and back to Lunden, VE
day and finally back to Meisce near Brussells where he formed
the Divisional Battle School.

Forgive me for rambling on but I would like to add that 1 have
been privileged and honoured to have served with the 1/5th
Queen’s and will always treasure the memories and friendship
of my old comrades Ron Birch, Doug Mitchell, Bill Morris,
Ron May and others. May | meet them again at the next
reunion all in good health. The wonderful memories of our trip
to Lille, France will always remain vivid in my mind.

Enclosed snap taken somewhere in Germany.

Left to vight: Chas Chaifield? Batman, Self. Jeep driver,
Ken Busten 15 owt driver.

Major Gordon Cheston recalls a passage to Crete:-

In May 1941 the 2nd Bn The Queen’s was ordered (o reinforce
the Leicesters also 16th Bde on Crete and one abortive voyage
was ordered back to Alex. On the second trip the Glenroy was
caught in intensive dive bombing and a near miss set light to
petrol stored on deck.

The bulk of the troops were ordered below decks while fire-
fighting was going on above, and some of the officers were
detailed to stay with them to maintain morale. The noisc was
deafening, every near miss shook the ship and there was
continuous AA fire. Every time the ship was nearly hit the
mugs, mess tins etc., stacked on the overhead beams fell down,
adding to the pandemonium. At one stage demands for gas
masks were sent down and we feared the worst, but they were
in fact needed as a precaution against smoke and fumes.

The troops were magnificent throughout and what could have
been a nasty situation was abated by the discipline that was,
after all, only to be expected from the regiment!

On the way back to Alex a Wellington bomber approached the
ship. very low over the water. We thought it had come to find
us but it was damaged and it ditched. The crew scrambled out
and were taken aboard.

That’s about all I can remember. but if there are any gaps in
your information about those times [ shall be pleased to help.

Corps of Drums 10th Surreys

Ex Drummer Smith sent in the photo below. Any more 10th
Battalion Surreys out there?

The enclosed photograph was taken i N. Ireland during the
last war, and 1 was wondering whether it could be published in
a future Newsletter. The names of those in the photograph are
printed on the back of the photograph, by the way I am Smith
(105). T enjoy reading the Newsletter very much. although not
a lot is mentioned about the 10th Battalion.

Top Row: Dows Bailey, Butler, Morrison, Ryman, Gwyer and Smith
(37)Middle Row: Dinr Darlington, 1/Cpl Squive, 1L/Cpl Arnold, Dmrs Nash,
Smith (105), Winter, Wiles and Forvward. Bottom Row: Cpl Anderson. Capt

Welch, D/IM Mahoney, Lt ? (Medical Officer) Cpl Sadler.
Taken in N Ireland 23rd Oct 1943































remained on the defensive for over a month. The weather was
foul, snow and ice everywhere and it was bitterly cold.

Two months later they were on the move again, scemingly and
hopefully on the last stages of their journey. He continues, "By
21st Februarv we were out of the line and preparing for the
last big effort. Our rest area was near Weert in Holland, not
the best of places, but at least we could send parties of soldiers
back to our leave camp near Brussels. 1 had found an officer
from 1/5 Queens, Dicky Dickson, who proved to be excellent at
running this kind of camp and that was the beginning of quite a
change in his duties! On our front, 15 Division was to do the
assault crossing, followed by 7th Armoured, and by 25th
March all our preparations were complete and we
concentrated at Geldern. By the 27th we were driving forward
into Germany"'!

They pressed forward as quickly as possible, anxious to get
behind the German Parachute forces who were about the last
well organised formation in their paths. In one village they
found a large hall whose interior was decorated with pictures
of Hitler and senior Nazis, all suitably bedecked with flags. A
British flame thrower quickly destroyed these emblems of the
regime. By the 20th April they had reached the autobahn
connecting Bremen and Hamburg so, again in danger of out-
running their support, they pulled up and waited. Although
enemy artillery fire had ceased, Edney says that “any unusual
sounds still caused us to hit the ground with great speed”.
With the end in sight there was certainly no nced to take undue
risks. A welcome find was a shed which was “crammed to the
roof” with bottles of wine. Seemingly the “cramming”
difficulty was soon eased.

By now the Germans were engaged in large scale surrenders,
anxious to fall into British hands rather than Russian. The
surrender of Hamburg revealed the city to be in a terrible state.
All civilians were confined to what was left of their homes and
only policemen occupied the rubble-strewn streets. VE Day
was proclaimed on May 8th and from then on the troops were
engaged on large scale mopping up operations. There was time
for some recreational activities including some riding feats on
captured horses. Displaced persons who were stage performers
also gave welcome entertainment.

But there were still military dutics to be attended to. Quick
advance was now made towards Berlin, in the process of which
contacts began to be made with Russian forces. Relations with
them were somewhat mixed and were not helped by language
difficulties. Pressing on through Potsdam Edney found himsell
sickened by the sights of destruction and the smell of death.
But the end of the road was nigh. On 4th July 1945, cxactly
three years after they had sailed into Durban Harbour, the [/5th
Queen’s and most of the 7th Armoured Division cntered
Berlin. All told it had taken Captain Edney five ycars to get
there but, like many others, HE HAD DONE IT.

JEE & RF

The well scored century

Clarrie Jarman, ex Queen’s man, described as the “centurion
soldier”, reached his 100th birthday on 9th May amid much
celebration both Regimentally and further afield.

On the great day itself a birthday Junch was held at Woking
Football Club with which Clarrie has had long associations,
having been their Secretary for several years. The account
records:-

“The Chairman, Secretary, and Mr & Mrs D Mitchell. 5 QRR
OMA were guests of Woking Town Football Club on Thursday
9th May 1996 at Clarrie Jarman’ 100th birthday lunch. 1/Cpl
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D Kirby was in attendance as Duty Drummer courtesy of the
Commanding Officer Sth Battalion The Princess of Wales's
Royal Regiment.

Over 100 guests from all walks of life attended, including the
Mayor of Woking, family, friends, football, Western FFront
Association, TRBL, BLESMA, and Wokine FC hosts.

Call to lunch was sounded by the Duty Drummer and after a
musical lunch refereed by My P G Grant (ex Guards), Clarrie
cut the cake with a Regimental sword. The Duty Drummer then
drummed in over 100 congratulatory messages: Lt Col M H
Berge of the Western Front Association read out selective texts
including congratulations from Her Majesty The Queen,
Government, Opposition, The Colonel of The Regiment and
The President of our Association.

Amongst the presentations was Clarrie's Army Discharge
Documents specially released by the Public Records, Kew and
presented by Nigel Venus of their Press & Publicity
Department. A collage of cartoons by a local artist depicting
his life was presented 1o Clarrie by the President of Woking
IFC and an old friend Mr Leslie Gosden MBE. After a
presentation to Clarrie’s wife Della by Councillor Neville
Hinks, Mavor of Woking, both Clarrie and Della stood in turn
to express their thanks. Sir Austin Bunch CBE FCA of
BLESMA replied on behalf of the guests thanking Rosemary
Cornwell, local BLESMA, and The Woking FFC for organising
the memorable occasion. The Reverend Barrvie Tabraham gave
the final score, Auld Land Syne was sung and after a final
photo call with Clarrie and the Mayor, we all went home
knowing we had been in the company of a truly remarkable
“Old Contemptible ™.

Brigadicr Bob Acworth presents Clarrie Jarman with “his story™. Looking on
are the Mavor of Guildford, Foster Herd and Les Wilson.

The Queen’s Royal Surrey Regimental Association thank The

President of Woking Town Football Club for paying such a

memorable and generous tribute to our longest serving

member.

Two days later, at the Annual Dinner of the 5th Bn The
Queen’s Old Members Association, further tributes were paid
to the “grand old man™ of the Regiment who was toasted as the
“Centurion Soldier™.

Brigadier R W Acworth CBE, President of the Association
presented a life history to him, a worthy record for a brave and
spirited old soldier who, despite losing a leg at the Battle of the
Somme in 1916, went on to lead an active and full life in the
lields of sport and in the occupation ol Schools Inspector.

All who know Clarric wish him well and it is hoped that he
will continue to grace Regimental and Association functions
on many occasions in the future.

JCR




























Rupert

'Rupul‘ is a title earned by/given to subaltern olficers on
](Hnln;: their regiments. It is a title to be honoured by, revelled
I and survived and endured as denoting the lowest ol the low.
History on its origins is obscure and may be based upon, or at
least ascribed to, hy the Rupert Bear Club which was the RMA
Sandhurst Parachuting Club whose emblem or motto was
Edward Bear (which may or may not have something to do
with the Pooh Bear of A A Milne, or Rupert Bear of The Daily
Express. Rupcll has contributed several articles to this
Journal and in so doing has saved me much time and space in
listing the prerequisites of a Rupert. Undeterred they must
include: an accident prone propensity, righteous fear of their
CSM. abject fear of the RSM. an ability (out of sheer pity) to
be backed up by their soldiers, a conlidence (out of all
proportion to their ability), and finally a requirement (o keep
smiling when disaster (self-inflicted) surrounds them.

(722 7172 RupeRT 75 Grvew
70 SUBZLTERNSG ON 7&/4//4/4

E/R REGMIENTZ il

GOT 70 GRNV |

ercepndfiiliectegecaicri) = e gl )

REGIMENTALY | 2 g‘ -
7€)ﬂ )JFI/&V e ‘ '1/_"" |

| ENGWIE Mgy 4AVE || M /7/*’/'_6’_7_55 BASED e 2£5R)

ORIGINGTED FRow) THE || i 7HE 2%
i R 478, PARALHLTE
e coronel YEP! You vE \ CLUBS SMBL.

CGYLED ATE | /
\ RrER7” J\anp BEAR /T / j (GERONIMO!, )

[ am prohibited from guessing who “Rupert™ is. But many will
surely recognmise him. He was accident prone, charming, quite
competent when isolated from perverse circumstances and
possessed ol a good memory and a wonderful platoon sergeant.

As the Daily Express might have said:

Rupert says to (‘ompuny Commander
“Colour $eg7ea21t $ stew is not very tender.
Lots of spuds and carrots and tfzmgs
Looks lz/\e socks and onion rings.”
“Eat it up,” says Company ommander;
“Jo itemise it would be slander.
‘Thank your stars you stand the stink
Ruperts are not paid to think.”

Anon

Regimental History as seen by G. Robinson
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“O Valiant Hearts™

The Order of Service for the Dedication of the 4th Bn The
Queen's (Royal West Surrey) Regiment Memorial at Croydon
Parish Church on Sth November 1922 includes the moving
hymn O Valiant Hearts” which is doubtless well known (0
our members. Less well known perhaps is the fact that it has
police connections.

Lieutenant Colonel Richard Chester-Master. DSO and Bar.
Chief Constable of Gloucestershire, was killed in France in
1917 while serving with The King's Royal Rifle Corps. His
brother-in-law. J S Arkwright, wrote the poem “The Supreme
Suacrifice” which was read at the memorial service al
Almondsbury. Gloucestershire. Later put to music, il became
“O Valiant Hearts". Colonel Chester-Master was buried in the
grounds of the Hospice at LOCRE where his grave was
lovingly tended by Sisters of the Convent. At least one of his
former policemen (my father). serving as a gunner with The
Royal Garrison Artillery, journeyed to his grave (o pay silent
tribute to a popular and highly estcemed Chief Constable.

RF

Capyright - The Queen’s Royal Surrey Regiment Assaciation, Printed by: Geo ). Harris, The

Guildford’s Second World War Memorial

On Sth November 1995 Bishop Hugh Montefiore dedicated a Memaorial 1o the
men and swomen of Guildford swhao lost their lives in The Second World War.
There are 28 officers and men of The Queen’s and 2 of the Surveys recorded
on the Memorial. 1t is hoped to publish a further article on these officers” and
men in a later edition of The Newsletter.

LW

ress On The Lake, Sundwich, Kent,




Annual Reception for Freedom Town Mayors of Surrey

The President, Brigadier Bob Acworth with the Mayors and their ladies at the The Chairmean, Colonel Peter Thompson explains the finer points of soldiering
annual reception for Freedom Town Mayors, Guildford, Kingston upon Thames in the Peninsular wars to Miss J Holgate and the Matron of Gifford House,
and Reigate and Banstead. Worthing, Mrs Mary Childs

The President presenting « cheque on behalf of our Charity Trustees o the Miss J Holgate MVO and the Matron of The Queen Alexandra Hospital Home
Secretary of The Army Benevolent Fund, Lt Col Simon Brewis. The Association accept a cheque presented by the President on behalf of our Charity Trustees
are niost grateful for the continued support of the ABEF in all benevolence Many of our members have received holidavs ar Worthing and Captain Bill
mattery. Roadnight is now a permanent resident.

ol

Colonels Peter Thompson and John Francis listen to an account of "the one The Reverend James Bates from All Saints Church, Kingston upon Thames
that got away he was so big" by Major Derek Conran. trving to convert the Editor!

The President with his right and left hand men! Colonel Toby Sewell with the Mavor of Guildford




