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The Princess of Wales’s Royal Regiment
Regimental Policy

“You will be aware that Her Royal Highness
The Princess of Wales has decided to step
down from her appointment as our Colonel-
in-Chief. This is. of course, a great sadness
for us all. The Colonel in Chief has been very supportive

during our formative years and we are very grateful for her

interest and involvement. We will miss her™.

Since May 96 the Regiment has been busy. It was with regret
that we had to cancel all the parades and perhaps thought that it
might lead to a quict period. This was proved wrong.

The Ist Battalion has been backwards and forwards to Northern
Ireland twice. The first time was to carry out the dutics of the
much necded reserve after the breakdown of any trust between
the RUC and Protestants. It was the marching season and many
high profile confrontations needed firm support - this was
supplied by the Ist Battalion to the RUC.

The Sccond deployment to Aldergrove was also in support of

the RUC and other units. The Battalion was back in time to
prepare for the main events of the year. The visit by the Allied
Colonel-in-Chief Queen Margrethe II of Denmark and the
Laying Up of the Old Colours of 3 Queen’s.

Her Majesty Queen Margrethe 11 visited on Monday 9
September. She was met on arrival at RAF Manston by the
Colonel of The Regiment and then visited Canterbury
Cathedral. She met many Association Members of The
Queen’s Own Buffs Association and turned the page at the
Duaily Turning of The Page Ceremony. Afterwards she visited
the Ist Battalion in Howe Barracks Canterbury. She was
greeted with a very smart Quarter Guard and then met members
of the Battalion at various stands. After lunch in the Officers’
Mess she departed for a private visit to Canterbury Cathedral.

The Ist Battalion also provided the Colour Party and Escort for
the Laying Up of 3 Queen's Colours in St Pauls Cathedral on
Friday 13 September. This was a moving ceremony. very well
attended with a reception afterwards in The Haberdashers” Hall.

The Battalion is now part of 5th Airborne Deployment Force
Which means they remain at 7 days notice 10 move to anywhere

in the World.

The 2nd Battalion are now half way through their Northern
Ireland tour. They Arms Plot to Tidworth in August 1997, At
the moment the soldiers work a cycle which takes them away
for one month to man the border patrol bases in Fermanagh
{these are in sensitive areas. have been attacked on numerous
occasions in the past and demand a constant state of alertness)
During their tour the soldiers leave only to go on patrol, moving
across country 1o avoid obvious places for terrorist bombs.

The second part of the cycle consists of guarding base camp
and mounting deterrent patrols with the RUC to prevent a
Downing Street style mortar attack. The third company is a
Brigade Rescrve and frequently deploys on “surge’ operations
whenever the RUC feel the threat of a terrorist attack in a
particular arca has increased. The fourth company takes three
weeks leave and brushes up on its Northern Ireland tactics,
particularly shooting and first aid. During the three months
when they are in the Province the soldiers have an average
Nights Out of Bed figure in excess of 60%: they and their
Wives certainly carn the additional £126 per month NI pay.

Despite high operational commitments in the last year the
Battalion has sent nearly two hundred men on exercise 10
Kenya, sent thirty 1o the USA. taken part in the Swiss Raid
Commando Competition (beating 3 PARA - again), donc well

at the Nordic Ski Championships in Norway and France, sent
an expedition to climb/ski/walk in ltaly. Last year four men ran
the NY Marathon raising £6,000 for Tusk Force, in October a
team of sixteen are entered and will raise in excess of £25.000.
A further sixteen men go to Norway to ski again in November.

The two Territorial Battalions continue to thrive. The 5th
Battalion is over 100% recruited and therefore is in a strong
position to support the undermanned Regular Army. They
currently have six soldiers in Northern Ireland and five in the
Falkland Islands and one in the former Yugoslavia. There are
also ten soldiers on attachment to The Queen’s Own Rifles of
Canada. The Battalion also won the 4 Division Sports Trophy
in May. The 6/7th Battalion also has soldiers serving with the
Regular Army in Bosnia, Northern Ireland, The Falkland
Islands, Canada, Cyprus, Kenya and Belize. The Battalion
Orienteering Team continues to excel and is currently the
Territorial Army Champions, the Regular and Territorial
Infantry Champions and the Divisional Champions.

Last but not least a composite team representing the Regiment
led by the Deputy Regimental Secretary won the Infantry
Sailing Championships in the [OW and were selected to sail for
the Army.

Congratulations
and
Best Wishes

Congratulations to:-

Colonel Jonathon Riley on a very successful tour as
Commanding Officer of | RWF culminating in the award of a
DSO for services in Bosnia. He has now relinquished command
and has been promoted to Colonel. Now serving in BAOR as
Chiefl of Staff | Division.

Diamond Wedding congratulations to:

Arthur and Ding Carter who celebrated their Diamond
Wedding Anniversary in September 1996.

Golden Wedding congratulations to:-

Graham and Nancy Swain who celebrated their Golden
Wedding Anniversary on June 14th 1996. Graham is the
National Secretary of the Italy Star Association.

Harold and Jeannette Wakeford who celebrated their Golden
Wedding Anniversary on 8th December 1995,

Bob and Doris Bookham who celebrated their Golden Wedding
anniversary on 21st September 1996.

Best Wishes to:-

Frank Beville recovering after a spell in hospital

Doug Mitchell, the hard working and devoted sceretary to 5
OMA Guildford after a hip replacement operation.

And to all other members who have been ill or in hospital,
“Clarrie” Jarman who readers will recall celebrated his century
is sadly in hospital (October). We wish him a specdy recovery.
Birthday greetings to:-

In-Penstoners Whiting and John Kershaw who celebrated their
80th birthdays on 25th September 1996, (Rock on John!).




Museum notes

Much of our time during the past 6 months has been occupied
in attending meetings and writing briefs to fend off the
Adjutant General's stated intention to reduce MOD funding lor
military museums.

The funding that we receive from the MOD is not that great
and amounts to the salary of one muscum attendant only. The
MOD’s objective is to fund one museum per Corps or
Regiment in the Order of Battle only and possibly additional
museums located in an area where there are no other military
museums or barracks. Fortunately we have a vigorous and
supportive Association that is committed to preserving the
Museum We are fighting our corner hard and we should know
the outcome by the time of the next issue of the Newsletter.

We have recovered to the Museum a relatively rare Ashanti
Medal, awarded to Lt A M MacDonell of the Surreys for the
campaign of 1900. It was stolen from the Muscum in Kingston
in 1976.

The number of people visiting the Museum is much greater
than we had previously thought. With the installation of an
electronic head counter on 8th May we now have an accurate
count and it is an average of 5,500 1o 6.000 people per month.
Roy Harding maintains that a tall man, pushing a pram and
swinging his arms registers as three! We send him off to the
attic 92 steps up with no lift when he has such wild thoughts.
We were delighted to welcome Nanny Syer to the Muscum on
29th May together with Brigadier and Mrs O'Connor (the
donor of the Syer drawings, see p.4! of Issue 59 ol the
Newsletter). On the same day we were pleased to have Mrs
Mairi Store and her husband visit. Mrs Store is the great
granddaughter of Lt Gen Sir E O F Hamilton, Colonel of the
Regiment from 1914-1920. I had been writing to her father in
America for some four years and through him received all the
General’s private papers, diaries etc reflecting his service in
India, South Africa, West Alrica and the UK

We benefit enormously from the generosity of individuals. The
recent past has been no exception. Mrs Tasha Hannalord
presented her late husband’s medals and L.t Col Les Wilson
with Tan Chatfield have given two splendid Queen’s Royal
Regiment teaspoons.

The Open Day on 29th April was not well attended this year.
Do try and come if you can and enjoy the pleasure of meeting
up with old comrades. All our old films of varying sizes have
now been presented to the Imperial War Museum and in turn
they have given us VHS tapes copicd from them which is much
more useful for us.

We were very sorry to say au revoir to Mrs Rachel Roupell
who decided to move nearer to a niece. Rachel has been a
staunch supporter of the Museum since its inception at Clandon
and we shall miss her company and skills as an expert
ncedlewoman. Such was her skill that using thread from her
wedding dress she repaired { Surrcy’s Colours. Having married
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into the Surreys in 1932 Rachel accompanied the Regiment
during its service in Shanghai, India and Khartoum. We wish
her every happiness in her new abode near Weston-super-Mare.

Members of our weekly Working Party and our volunteers who
are very important to the efficient functioning of the Museum
continue to give so freely of their time and energy whilst Mrs
Penny James and Mr Roy Harding (plus Mrs Joy Harding on
occasions) work hard to improve our standards of
documentation, information retrieval and presentation. [ am
grateful to them all. together with the support of my lellow
Trustces for everything they do.

NEW MUSEUM OPENING HOURS AT
CLANDON AS FROM 30TH MARCH 1997

OPEN: TUES, WED & THURS
SUN & BANK HOLIDAYS

12-5 pm
CLOSED: MON, FRI & SAT

STOP PRESS:- John Woodroll our honorary archivist, was
gravely ill recently and we sincercly hope he will continue to
make a good and speedy recovery.

PAWGD
Medal returns to Museum

The Ashanti medal awarded to Lt A M MacDonell of 3rd Bn
The East Surrey Regiment has come “home” to the Regimental
Museum after 20 years. It had been stolen in 1976 from the
Museum when it was at Kingston but in May of this ycar it was
donated back to us here at Clandon.

Lt Alister Maxwell MacDonell was “appointed to the
Battalion™ on 14th February 1900 and his name appears again
in the list of officers who accompanied the Battalion to Perham
Down Camp after its embodiment on 12th May 1900. He was
appointed Licutenant in August 1900. The Battalion embarked
for South Africa on HMT Jdaho in June 1901 but before this, in
November 1900, Lt MacDonell was approved by the Secretary
ol State for War “as a Special Service Oftficer with the Ashanti
Field Force in place of Captain Symes” and was to be provided
with “a free passage to Cape coast by the steamer leaving
Liverpool on the 21st instant™ (November 1900) and would
“not be required to sign the usual agreement as to the
repayment of the cost of the passage™. He was to reccive his
“ordinary Army pay plus 10s a day during voyages to the
Colony and 20s a day while in the Colony™.

The Ashanti Campaign took place between 31st March and
25th December 1900. Though not well known as it was
eclipsed by the Boer War, it was a hard fought campaign
lasting nine months and resulting in casualties of 58 British
Officers, 10 British NCOs and 900 natives. Two Victoria
Crosses were awarded. The Boer War was at its height and
demanded the engagement of many British troops and so only
183 European Officers and 80 NCOs received the silver
Ashanti medal for service in the Ashanti Campaign. This medal
was the first 1o be issued in the reign of Edward VII in 1900
and for these (wo reasons it is considered a rarity and its
eventual return was a cause for much excitement.

Alter several changes of rank and unit, MacDonell finished his
Army career with The Army Service Corps during World War I,
he was mentioned in Despatches threc times and awarded the
OBE (Military Division). He was recorded as still living at the
age of 85 in 1965, He can be scen in several group photographs
ol 3rd Bn The East Surrcy Regiment during the period 1906 -
10 wearing his Ashanti medal or the ribbon.

P)







To those who are not aware the tune is ‘Lily Marlene’. There
were quite a few tears in the eyes.

Amongst the Queensmen who marched was Col.Toby Sewell
(2/7th Queens) whom we were pleased to welcome, and Alf
Morris (2/th Queens) who carried a Branch Standard. Sadly this
was Alf’s last parade for he died unexpectedly shortly after. Alf
was a staunch supporter of the Association and he was so proud
to carry our National Standard at the VI ceremony before HM
The Queen. We will miss his cheery presence.

We were kept in good order by a Grenadier Guards Colour
Sergeant From Nijmegen Company, who was most
complimentary of our marching and bearing. Following the
parade tea was served with time for ‘lamp swinging’.

Also in May our Annual Service ol Remembrance was held at
our Memorial in Westgate Gardens, Canterbury. The Lord
Mayor was present and we had some 250 members there. The
service is always held on the nearest Sunday to its dedication. It
is the only memorial in the country exclusive to the Fallen in
Ttaly.

Our last highlight of the year took place in July when we were
invited to our Patron’s office in the Ministry of Defence.
Because he was unable (o attend our reunion in Portsmouth we
were unable to present him with a cut glass rose bowl, suitably
engraved with the Italy Star Motif and dated with the
ceremony. He kindly invited the National President-Col. W K.
Pryke MBE, Green Howards, the National Chairman - Maurice
Cheadle, 96th ATk Regt (Argyll and Suth.) Highlanders, the
National Secretary, Graham Swain 2/7 Queens RR together
with our wives to his office For the presentation. The Soldier
Magazine staff photographer was in attendance and after the
presentation of the bowl and an illustrated map of the Italian
campaign, tea was served.

Ministry of Defence - 26 July 1996
Left: Graham Swain, National Secretary. Centre left standing: Field Marshal
Sir P Inge GCB, Chicf of the Defence Staff. Centre: Maurice Cheadle.
National Chairman. Right: Col W K Prvke MBE, National President.
As we get older and less mobile, attendance at our various
events does take an extra effort and the number who support us
is evidence that the spirit of comradeship we try to perpetuate
in the Association is still there.

GS

After “Journey’s End”

An article in the Newsletter of the Surrey County Council Stalf

Retirement Association makes mention, among other things, of a
former distinguished officer of The East Surrey Regiment, R C
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Sherifl. It comments: “Nearer home our local writer, R C
Sheriff, was born at Kingston in 1896. He wrote the famous
play “Journey's End” and many scripts including the “Dam
Busters”. He lived in Esher at Rosebriars until his death in
1975. After many years the Rosebriars Trust was established to
administer the proceeds of the sale of his estate and it provides
substantially towards the Arts in all its forms in Elmbridge.”

RF
The Two Minutes Silence

An interesting article has been received from Derek Conran,
23rd London Regimental Association, regarding the origin of
the two minutes silence which is now a feature ol
Remembrance Day Services and which brings back so many
poignant memories to us all.

Percy Nugent George Fitzpatrick, a South African, was at
Hertford just beforce the First World War and his name 1s
commemorated on the War Mcmorial in the Chapel there.
Aged 25 years, he was one of live children of Sir Percy
Fitzpatrick, a wealthy farmer and Author who was at onc time
MP for Johannesburg.

Enlisting as a trooper in the Imperial Light Horse, Fitzpatrick
fought in the German South West Alrican campaign and then
obtained a commission in the Artillery and embarked for
England in 1915. Overseas, he was wounded at Ypres and later
killed at Beaumetz in 1917.

His father planted memorial trees and was instrumental in
purchasing Delville Wood and in the construction of the South
African memorial there. He was impressed by the one minute
silence kept in his local church in 1916 after the South Alfrican
casualty lists had been read out. This later became a daily
practice in Cape Town. Inspired by the timing of the Armistice
at the eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh month
of the year, Sir Percy suggested to Lord Milner that an annual
commemoration in the form of the two minutes silence should
be instituted on an Imperial basis. Lord Milner put the idea to
King George V who enthusiastically supported it and formally
initiated the practice in 1919. Well received by the public, it
remaincd a national feature until the time of the Second World
War. After the war Armistice Day, as it had been known, was
re-styled Remembrance Day and moved from the actual 1lth
November to the Sunday nearest (0 il.

Despite some feelings to the contrary, the occasion has lost
none of its significance. Indeed in some places there has been a
noticeable increase in attendance at Remembrance Day
services. Captain Fitzpatrick and his contemporaries have not
been forgotten.

Sail, Soldiers and Sinners

Many of our members have experienced the joys or otherwise
of trooping for foreign service, either by sea or air, but one
hopes that they travelled in better company than was once the
case. In the 1830-40s, as an economy measure, trooping was
often carried out in conjunction with transportation of convicts
- the troops on passage acting as guards for the prisoners.

In 1831 the 4th King's Own Regiment. trooping to Sydney,
were embarked by companies in various convict ships. The first
company sailed in the Jane on 24th March but the remaining
companics were held back to await appropriate penal
transports. The whole trooping arrangement was not completed
until 22nd December when the Battalion was finally
cstablished at Sydney after having travelled piecemcal in nine
different convict ships.

RF




Benevolence
From a SSAFA case worker

Thank you very much indeed for your grant of £500 towards a
wheelchair for this lady. I have appreciated your prompt
response. The cheque has been sent to the Treasurer of our
Division and will be used for the express purpose of providing
an electric wheelchair once other monies have been raised.

I have written to Mr and Mrs X today telling them of your
generosity and enclosing the copy of your Association
Newsletter. I have taken the liberty of glancing through the
magazine and have found it heartening to read the benevolence
letters. 1 hope it will also give some hope to Mr X for the
luture. I doubt if any of us can truly understand the sacrifice of
caring for a disabled wilc over 25 years.

Thank you again for your assistance.
o0o

RBL County Field Officer Cornwall writes:- It was a
wonderful surprise to return from holiday and find your letter
regarding the grant of £1891. I acknowledge sate receipt of
your cheque for this amount. I am very, very thankful for all
your hard work on Mr A's behalf and should be grateful if you
would pass on our heartfelt thanks to Mr A's former regiment
who has contributed so generously. I have spoken to Mr A
today and he is absolutely delighted with the news. He asks that
his thanks be passed on to all.

Thank you again for your help.

00o

Mr T writes:- My wifc Hannah and myself have been
informed by SSAFA (Mr H Hennigan) of this most generous
contribution toward the cost of an electric wheelchair for
Hannah who with regret is now an amputee. This chair will be
a boon also to myself as pushing here in very hilly terrain can
become rather trying, somewhat like the “Italian Mountains”
but not as high. Our thanks to yoursell Sir, and the Regiment
and all success in the future.

Mr C R Harris writes:- 1 am so grateful for the kind
assistance you have given me over the years since 1 had both
legs amputated. 1 have been able to stay in my home, which
I"ve lived in for over 60 years. This has meant so much to me,
: v and with the help of David
and Sandy I have been able
to live a much more
comfortable life without
worrying about the bills
coming in for heating and

telephone.

I enclose a photo of myselfl
taken this summer in the
garden where I occupy
myself most days. My
artificial legs are not any
use to me since | had a
stroke 18 months ago, but 1
do nip about on my
wheelchair.

Thanks again for all your
help.

oQ0o

Mrs Elsie Russell writes: | am sincerely grateful for you
sending me a copy of The Queen’s Royal Surrey Regimental
Newsletter. What a lovely page was written about me and Jim,
everything in it was true; it brought back so many happy
memories and a lot of sad ones. T always hoped one day |
would go and see where Jim was buried, but never this time
last year, would 1 have thought I'd go in October 1995, but it's

all thanks to The Queen’s Royal Surrey Regiment Association,
SSAFA and The Royal British Legion, also my war widow's
pension has been restored and my sincere thanks for the
television.

I'm not much good at writing letters, but | felt I must thank
you, it has meant so much to me, seeing Jim's grave and made
lots of new friends.

oQo

Mrs Judith K Combes writes: As a result of the kind
assistance of your Benevolence Committee and others, we have
been able to purchase an electric wheelchair for Mrs X's use. It
was delivered today. I am enclosing a photocopy of the letter of
thanks written by Mrs X when she knew that the money raised
was sufficient to provide a chair. She is very pleased. Thank
you again for your help.

oQ0o

Mrs S Hordern, a SSAFA worker writes:- Thank you very
much indeed for your letter of the 26th September, enclosing
your Bencvolence Committee’s cheque. I am most grateful for
your prompt response. Thanks to your rapid help Mr and Mrs X
have been able to order the machine which has now arrived and
is being used by their daughter, 1 gather it is an even better
machine than the one lent by Addenbrookes, and she is
delighted. She is also very thankful not to have to go back to
weekly injections and daily doses of drugs. I have explained to
Mr and Mrs X that the money has been donated by The
Queen’s Royal Surrey Regiment; also that the money is for the
Tens Machine. I am going to see the family tomorrow and will
deliver your Association Newsletter together with the
membership form.

With many thanks to you and your Benevolence Committee.

oQ0o

Through the case workers at Colchester the Association was
able to assist Mr A Parkin with a new motor scooter. Mr Parkin
is shown on his machine outside Enoch House, Colchester.

CH NOUSE

I would like to express the warmest thanks on behalt of my ex
husband Mr Y for the generous grant which has enabled him to
purchase curtains and a television license. The balance of the
grant will go towards purchasing a wardrobe for him. Mr Y
suffers a severc form of mental illness but I'm pleased to say
since he moved nearer to me his life is a lot brighter than it's
been for a number of years. 1 would also like to thank you for
the gift it was a great help to him.







back due to the ravages of some “up country™ rat. A Chinese
lady effected what seemed to be a good repair 1o the back by
cutting an appropriate patch out of the front. A sympathetically
minded Colour Sergeant provided solution in the form of a
replacement vest.

On the 19th August Edwards took the unusual and somewhat
dangerous step of seeking an interview with the Company
Commander about the incompetence of an officer (possibly the
new man) on patrol and the resulting tears of the members of
the platoon. The interview went without difficulty but later the
Company Sergeant Major gave Edwards a “right going over™,
reminding him darkly that the penalty for mutiny on active
service was death. Be that as it may, a new Platoon officer was
appointed the same day.

Another CO’s parade. with the peace-time embellishments of
Colours and Band took place on the 20th August but two days
later active service conditions were temporarily resumed with
guard duties on a ship which was unloading ammunition at the
docks. But a parade of major proportions took place on the 2nd
September when a Guard of Honour (which included Edwards)
in full white ceremonial tropical uniform was mounted for an
inspection by Sir Malcolm McDonald, Commissioner (or
South East Asia. All went well.

My last section Sept/Oct °55 Back rov: Me, L/IC Bovd-Wallace, 2, 2, ?,
Front Row: Johnnie Guy, Mike Denton, Mickie Hills.
Owen George (the best leading scout ever)

Remaining weeks were composed mainly of parades and guard
duties and on the 215t September the 1st Battalion The King's
Own Scottish Borderers, including Bill Speakman VC, arrived
to take over internal security duties from the Queen's. On the
27th September a move was made to Rengam where tented
accommodation was occupied. Patrols were now the order of
the day again and one Chinese man was detained and handed
over to the police. By the 7th October things were literally
hotting up™ when a truck was set on fire by terrorists. Three
days later a band of seven terrorists was encountered. One man
was wounded and captured and a woman was also captured. A
woman rubber tapper was killed in the battle. Two more
women terrorists were captured in succeeding days, one of
them being pregnant.

Large scale patrols which commenced on the 17th October
meant strict fire control and movement discipline (o avoid
pirties running into each other in the jungle, possibly with
friendly fire™ casualties.

But on the 2151 October a radio message was received about
Edward"s discharge. Returning to Singapore he, and other
homeward bound soldiers. kitted themselves out with UK

A Company mounting a Guard of Honowr for Sir- Malcolm McDonald, High
Commissioner for South East Asia, Friday 2nd June 1955.

Sir Malcolm McDonald inspecting the Guard accompanied by
Major J B C Palimer. Set Bill Redford is the NCO nearest the front
and Cpl “Toothy™ Smith 61h from right front row.
battledress, complete with appropriate medal ribbon and other
relevant embellishments.

Flown out on the 28th October they travetled via Bangkok and
Calcutta to Karachi where an overnight stop was made. Via
Bahrain and Nicosia and Rome. Edwards eventually arrived in
London on the 29th October and then travelled on to Stoughton
Barracks, Guildford, where neither he nor his companions
were expected. A suggestion by the officer in charge that they
should go home and report back the following morning was
gleefully accepted. Arriving home in the middle of the night
Edwards let himsell in by the (ront door key, which he found
still hanging in its usual place. and sctled himself to sleep on
the downstairs settee. Pandemonium ensued in the morning
(his mother’s birthday incidentally) when the family found him
there.

Returning to Stoughton Barracks he was granted
disembarkation leave, soon followed by demobilisation. In
poignant words Edwards comments, “Tlues ended my glorious
three years service with what was the best Regiment in the
British Army. Service that made a grear and positive impact on
the rest of my life, experiences that made me much more able
to face the trials and tribulations of later life [ have never
ever regretted one nminute of my service time”

Similar sentiments have been felt and expressed by many
another returning service veteran.,

RE & RF

The despatch of the Newsletter

Mrs Sheila Roberts corrects an
address prioy 1o posting

The Secretary, John Rogerson
counting envelopes! “How many more

of these b envelopes are there”?
















Colonel Walter Koch at El Bathan

What has Colonel Walter Koch, Knight's Cross of the Iron
Cross to do with *B° Company Ist Bn. the East Surrey
Regiment? Nothing much, but the following may be ol interest:

In the Spring of 1940 the German plan for the invasion of
France did not include an attack on the virtually impregnable
Maginot line. The main attack would come through Sedan just
to the north and then sweep on to the Channel ports. Also,
Army Group ‘B’ consisting of 29 Divisions would invade
neutral Holland and Belgium with the object of enticing the
best French divisions and the BEF northwards into a trap.

But, in Belgium and Holland there were also several
‘impregnable’ fortresses which would have to be taken if the
plan for Army Group ‘B’ were to succeed. The most important
fortress was Eban Emael near Maastricht. The capture of the
fort would not be possible by the use of conventional forces
even by the extremely efficient modern German Army. Novel
and audacious ways had to be thought out, a method not yet
envisaged in military history, and certainly never, within the
comprehension of the allied Commanders. Something new in
warfare was about (o happen. Fort Eban Emael was the last
word in fortification technology. proof against all known
aircraft bombs and every form of artillery.

Hitler consulted his Generals and decided that the only way
was (0 land assault troops from gliders on top of the fort.
Between the wars Germany was not allowed an Air Force, but
this did not stop them making and using gliders, and thus at the
start of the war there were plenty of highly skilled glider pilots
around.

This assault force-had to be commanded by a very exceptional
officer. Captain Walter Koch was selected. He was then aged
thirty, a volunteer who transferred from the Herman Goering
Regiment to the parachutists. Assault Force Koch was about
400 strong, all volunteers and highly motivated. Secret training
began at Hildesheim (in 1939) and then moved to the Cologne
area to be ncar to the frontier. The utmost secrecy was essential
and there was to be no leave.

At about this time the use of hollow-charge explosives was
perfected (as later used in the PIAT and Bazooka etc.). They
would be employed together with bangalore torpcdoes, flame-
throwers: pole charges and all the latest technological
equipment then available.

At 0400 hours on the morning of May 10th the first ghiders
landed on the roof of the fortress. The battle was short and sharp
and it was all over in some fifteen minutes, the 500 or so
defenders being quite bewildered clearly having no idea what
was happening to them. A few hollow-charges and pole charges
soon hastened their surrender and Storm Troop Koch was busily
consolidating. It was all too easy due to great courage, training,
daring and the inspired leadership of Captain Koch. In fact, the
surrender was all so sudden and unexpected that some of
Koch’s men were allowed to wander down o the nearest village
for a pint or (wo to celebrate! A few hours later the Germans
declared war on Belgium. The capture of the fort no doubt
hastened the rapid collapse of the Dutch and Belgian armies.

It has been written that Walter Koch was a tough soldier and a
legend in his time. His methods as a leader did not ‘always
meel with the approval of his men, but when he thought he was
right, he fought with ruthless determination and courage. He
was decorated with the Knight's Cross for his triumph at Eban
Emael.

In the Summer of 1940 he became a national hero and was
lionised throughout Germany. Hitler sent him round various
garrisons 1o lecture on his exploits. When in October 1940
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Hitler met Franco at Hendaye to consider the occupation of
Spain (Operation Felix) Franco would not co-operate, but the
proposed parachute landing on Gibraltar was planned by. and
would have been commanded by, Koch. It was well that Franco
stood firm otherwise the western end of the Mediterranean
would have been closed o the Allies, so no Malta convoys and
certainly no Operation ‘Torch’. Koch next appears
commanding the Ist Bn of the Assault Regiment in the
invasion of Crete (1941) and also later in Russia.

Opcration “Torch’ (October 1942) was a gamble, an attempt 1o
capture Tunis and thus cut off the whole of Rommel's Alrica
Corps and their ltalian divisions. To capture Tunis by the end
of 1942 would have ended the war in Africa and thus the
invasion of southern Europe could have taken place six months
earlier with all its strategic implications.

It was a remarkable feat to move the so called Ist Army some
400 miles from Algicrs to Tunis and ready for battle in only a
few weeks. The gamble was accepted. and had Lt. Gen.
Kenneth Anderson been successful maybe he would have gone
on to greater triumphs and what would have become of Monty!
(Perhaps more British units and less raw Americans would
have helped, but who am [ to say!).

German troops from 10 Panzer Division, containing parachute
units and the new ‘Tiger' tanks which had not been scen before
in Africa were now pouring into Tunisia by sea and air under
the command of General Walter Nehring- and including the
newly formed Battle group Koch.

Nehring was faced with exactly the same problem as Hannibal
had been faced with in the 2nd Punic War some two thousand
years earlier. In both cases the enemy would advance on
Carthage/Tunis from the west; Scipio and his Roman legions
up the central road from Constantine, and I'l Bde (78 Div.)
plus a company of American “Tank Busters™ by the same route
and then through Beja. (36 Bde to advance nearer the coast).

Hannibal who knew quite a bit about this kind of problem
stated that the “key’ position to be held was the town and
communication centre of Medjez-el-Bab. “He who holds
Mecdjez holds Carthage.” (Bab means ‘key’ in Arabic). But
when the crunch came he was completely routed by Scipio in
202 B.C. at the battle of Zama in spite of all his elephants! (The
sitc of the battle of Zama is disputed and historians locate it in
several different places. But there is no doubt it was very near
the modern town of Medjez-el-Bab).

Thus the Germans had to
kecep Medjez inside their
perimeter but this was not to
be. This vital town was
taken by 2 LF and 5
Northamptons on 25th
November 1942. The breach
in their defences opened a
gap through which | Surreys
were able to advance deep
into their bridgehead.

The Germans were surprised
and extremely shaken by
this thrust rapid advance and
occupation of Tebourba, 20
miles from Tunis, by the
Surreys. But, as is usual,
they reacted quickly and
with great vigour. ‘C" Coy.
(Major  Caffyn)  was
positioned on the edge of the
town. A’ Coy (Major
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