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Regimental and Association Events

1997

20th December

BRITISH BATTALION DAY.
1998

Queen’s Surreys Museum Meeting - Clandon.

SOBRAON DAY (1846).

7th March Queen’s Surreys Territorial Trustees Meeting - Clandon.

13th March The Queen’s Regiment Reunion, Victory Services Club, London.

14th March (TBC) Queen’s Surreys Regimental Council Meeting - Clandon.

21st March (TBC) Queen’s Surreys Association and Charity Trustees Meeting - Clandon.
23rd April YPRES DAY (1915).

7the May Golf Society Spring Meeting, Sudbrook Park.

9th May 5 OMA Annual Dinner, Sandfield Terrace, Guildford, Details from: I Chatfield, {3 Wood Road, Farncombe,
Godalming, Surrey GU7 3NN (01483 429425).

27th February
10th February

16th May
19th May

ALBUHERA DAY (1811).

Golf Society Annual Goll' Match v The Royal Marines Fleet.

22 or 29 May (TBC) Presidents Reception for Freedom Town Mayors of Surrey - Clandon.

1st June

7th June

st August

9th September
20th September
2nd October
7th October
October

5th November
6th November
8th November
20th December

MINDEN DAY (1759).
SALERNO DAY (1943).

Golf Society Autumn Meeting, Woking.

BRITISH BATTALION DAY (1941).

THE GLORIOUS FIRST OF JUNE (1794).
Queen’s Surreys Association Annual Church Service, Guildford Cathedral, 11 am for 1'1.15 am service.

Museum Open Day - Meet your Mates - Clandon.
Queen’s Surreys Officers’ Club, Ladies Luncheon - Clandon.

East Surrey OCA Reunion, Clapham Junction. (Date to be published in May Newsletter).
Field of Remembrance - Westminster Abbey - London.

Annual Reunion - Union Jack Club (Details in May Newsletter).

Remembrance Day Parades - Guildford - Kingston - Southwark and the Cenotaph - London.

Editorial

Parades involving Colours have featured since the last issue.
On the 30th June at a meticulously executed ceremony, HM
Queen Margrethe of Denmark presented the first stand of
Colours to the Ist Bn The Princess of Wales’s Royal
Regiment. Great credit is due to all members of the battalion
who took part. The standard of drill and turnout was superb.
Many old comrades attended and all agreed it had been a
wonderful spectacle. During the parade the old Colours of |
Queen’s and 1 Royal Hampshires were marched off parade for
the last time.

The Laying Up of | Queen’s Colours took place at Guildford
Cathedral on Friday 12th September. | PWRR carried out this
parade with much elan to the delight of over 800 who watched.
The following day they Laid Up The Colours of 1 Royal
Hampshires in Winchester Cathedral.

The London Regiment was presented with Colours by HRH
Prince Andrew, Duke of York on the 25th July in London.
Another superb parade, carried out this time by some of our
Territorials from London.

This edition has been heavily over subscribed with articles and
photos for which I, as Editor am delighted. I have had to carry
forward some articles until our next issue in May, but DO keep
the articles coming in. Once again on behalf of you all, 1
should like 1o thank Major John Fowler for continuing to give
us the paper on which to print our Newsletters. We are most
grateful to him. Whilst you will receive this Newsletter in
November, | wish all our rcaders a very merry Christmas and a
healthy, happy New Year.

With all good wishes
Les Wilson

President’s Notes

The Association continues to thrive but two matters deserve
special comment.

We were all very shocked by the tragic death of Diana,
Princess of Wales who clearly meant so much to so many
people all over the world. For the Princess of Wales’s Royal
Regiment she was an energetic and greatly respected Colonel-
in-Chief who was admired by the soldiers and their families
and in whom she took a genuine interest. It was therefore a
great honour that the Earl Spencer should ask the Regiment to
provide the funeral party at Althorp for the private part of an
otherwise extraordinary day.

The second matter concerns the museum, The Chairman of the
museum Trustees, Colonel Peter Durrant, has been working
exceptionally hard to find an alternative location for our
museum. His efforts have not been in vain and the Dean and
Chapter of Guildlord Cathedral have kindly offercd us a site on
Stag Hill to build a new museum. We have accepted, but there
are financial, legal and other considerations to be overcome
first. To this end the Regimental Council and the Association
Trustees are meeting to discuss not only the future of the
museum but inevitably of the Association as well. We will
keep you informed of any developments and decisions.

With best wishes

Bob Acworth




Her Royal Highness The Princess of Wales Colonel-in-Chief The Princess of Wales’s Royal Regiment
(Queen’s and Royal Hampshires) 1992 - 1996

Diana, Princess of Wales, held
the appointment of Colonel-in-
Chief to the Princess of Wales's
Royal Regiment from 1992 until
1996 when she relinquished the
post. The Regiment  was
privileged and honoured to have
had  her as head of the
Regimental Family where she
was held in great affection by all
ranks.

This page is dedicated to her
memory by the President and all
members of The Queen’s Royal
Surrey Regimental Association.
Photos show The Princess of
Wales on visits Lo her Regiment.

Photos by: Ben May




The Princess of Wales’s Royal Regiment

The 9th September 1997 (Salerno Day) was the

5th Anniversary of the Formation of the

Regiment. This is a small step forward in the

life of a Regiment but the happiness of this

anniversary was tinged with extreme sadness

by the tragic death of Diana, Princess of
Wales, the Regiment’s former Colonel in Chief. The National
outpouring of grief was also reflected within the Regiment.
Outside all Barracks flowers and touching notes were left in
memory. It seemed that the notice boards were something
tangible to relate to for passing on that grief. The Regiment
was represented at the funeral at Westminster Abbey by the
Colonel of the Regiment and Lady Julia Denison-Smith and
the Regimental Secretary. Six ushers were provided in the
Abbey (2 x Officers, 4 x SNCOs) and 2 wives from the
Kindergarten School at Howe Barracks walked in the cortege
behind the gun carriage. Perhaps the biggest compliment to the
Regiment was that Lord Spencer asked personally for the
Regiment to carry the coffin at the private ceremony at Althorp
House. This duty was carried out by 2 PWRR (2 x Officers,
RSM and 10 SNCOs/ORs). No publicity was allowed for this.
The Princess was always enormously supportive during the
Regiment’s formative years and she always took a particular
interest. The Regiment owe her a real debt of gratitude for all
her support, encouragement and practical help during her time
as Colonel in Chief.

The four Battalions have been busy. In the last notes it
mentioned that the First Battalion had been stood up and then
down for Zaire. They were stood up again and two strong
Companies and Bn HQ deployed to Gabon and the Congo
ready to evacuate whites from Zaire. They deployed with
troops from USA, France and Belgium. They were not required
but their deployment provided great comfort for the whites. It
also provided excellent training for those that did deploy. As
soon as the Battalion returned it was preparation for the
Presentation of Colours by the Colonel in Chief (Queen
Margrethe II of Denmark). This took place at Howe Barracks
Canterbury on the 30th June 1997. The rain just held off and a
crowd of 3000+ enjoyed the whole day. The Battalion then
exercised the Freedom of Eastbourne on the 4th July with a
polished performance and finally Laid Up the Colours of st
Bn The Queen’s Regiment at Guildford Cathedral on 12th
September 1997 and 1st Bn The Royal Hampshire Regiment at
Winchester Cathedral on 13th September. In between all this
ceremonial, tactical training was taking place and now
Northern Ireland training for deployment in November 1997.

The Second Battalion arrived in Tidworth in early September.

resident battalion in Northern Ireland. Although based in
Omagh the Battalion had a ‘patch’ that extended from the
Sperrin Mountains in the North of County Tyrone to the very
southernmost tip of the Fermanagh border. The CO had up to
eight companies under command, including Royal Irish and
Regular reinforcements, to cope with the biggest area of
responsibility of any regular battalion in the Province. The
Battalion had a highly successful tour. Despite intense terrorist
activity the IRA failed to mount a single successful attack
against the Battalion despite evidence of several serious
attempts. They came away with a fine reputation for
achievements on operations, the sports field and as the
Northern Ireland Skill At Arms Champions.

The Battalion looks forward to a busy and rewarding
programme as they re-role for their new position as a Saxon
Battalion in I Mechanised Brigade. Highlights of the coming
year include an exercise in Kenya, numerous Regimental
sporting, social and ceremonial events and a return to Northern
Ireland as the Belfast Reinforcements Battalion next autumn.

The 5th Battalion and the 6/7th Battalion have also been
following hectic training programmes. The 5th Bn completed an
interesting Defensive Exercise on the Battle Group Trainer now
based at Warminster. This is a man versus computer Exercise
but in a real battle environment. Success at the Divisional Skill
at Arms Meeting qualified the team for Bisley. Weekend Cadres
and Field Training Exercises at Stanford improve the combat
effectiveness of the Battalion and as thesc notes are written the
Battalion is off to Annual Camp at Stanford Training Area
{(Main Camp was in Belgium earlier this year). The 6/7th Bn has
been training hard leading up to a shared Annual Camp with
the 5th Bn. They did well at the Divisional Skill at Arms
winning many cups. They sent members to join HMS
Southampton on her return journey from Crete. A memorable
trip (along with members ol all the Battalions). The Battalion
had to sponsor and run an Exercise called “Exccutive Stretch™.
This is subjecting civilian middle management to demanding
military tasks in an effort to improve their fitness and decision
making process. Adventure Training has been carried out in
Snowdonia and good sailing in the South of England.

Both Battalions are still providing volunteers (o serve in
Bosnia, Falklands and Northern Ireland - a welcome support
for the hard pressed Regular Battalions.

In summing up. the Regiment is in fine form.

oQ0o

Best Wishes

Best Wishes:

Best wishes to all ranks on this Glorious Ist June
6087294 Josling. E. (Ted)

Golden Wedding Congratulations to:-

Ron and Joyce Velvick on the 12th July 1997,
Stan and Eva Mountain on the 4th October 1997.
Ernie and Joan Clamp on the 18th January 1997

Birthday Greetings to:-

Major General Michael Forrester who celebrated his 80th
birthday on 31st August 1997,

Major General David Lloyd Owen who celebrated his 80th
birthday on 10th October 1997

Best Wishes for a speedy recovery to:

Major Max Maloney now recovering at home after major heart

surgery. We still expect to see you as MC at the reunion at the
Union Jack Club Max!.

Lieutenant Colonel Hugh Harris now recovering at home after
an operation.

Congratulations to:

Lieutenant Colonel John Salmon on his award of the OBE.
Colonel Salmon commanded 6/7th Queen’s and has remained
a subscriber to the Newsletter since relinquishing command.

I PWRR on winning two important trophies for Cricket, The

Army Cup and The Infantry Cup. In the Army Cup they beat
33 Engineer Regiment (EOD) and in the Infantry Cup 1 PWO




The life of Riley

In *May 1951 I was posted from the Home Counties Training
Depot, Shorncliffe, Kent to the Regimental Depot, The
Queen’s Royal Regiment at Guildford, Surrey as a Lance
Corporal instructor. Posted with me were C/Sgt George
Mileham (later to become Pay Sergeant), Peter Todd, Paddy
McCormack and Geordie West, all of either Corporal or Lance
Corporal rank. On our arrival at Stoughton Barracks we were
met by other training staff. Under command of a Major, they
were Captain Scott-Gall, Lieutenant Millman and Sergeants
Keith Yonwin and Bennett. We were all ordered to exchange
our large Paschal Lamb badges for the smaller current issue.
Our first task in the barrack rooms was to evict the existing
residents - large numbers of pigeons who hereto had been
“sitting tenants” for some considerable time. More welcome
was a trip to the cookhouse where we met one of the
Regimental characters, “Chuck” Sheffield, a soldier of many
years who had been at the Depot since 1929 and was
performing the duties of dining room orderly. After dinner we
were paraded and informed as to what our training duties were
to be, namely instruction of intakes of National Service
recruits, the first of whom were imminently expected.

About ten days later the first intake arrived, via Guildford
station, and commenced their absorption into the military
machine by a routine which will no doubt be familiar to many
readers. Alter documentation there were visits (o doctors,
dentists, aptitude assessment officers, barbers and the quarter -
master’s stores from which the embryo soldiers emerged under
mountains of equipment, bedding and uniform which would
eventually have to fit. Introduction to instructors followed in
the cvening when the outlines of the forthcoming six weeks
course would be explained.

Early in the course
some recruits were
assessed as potential
officer material and
dispatched to other
X 6 specialist  training
¢ \;\" Z.‘ centres. There were also
\z.',,j* a tew Regular Army
. recruits among the
intakes but this was
comparatively rare. The
last ties with “civvy
street” were severed as
the recruits posted their
civilian clothes home
and then training really
began in earnest. After
being introduced to the
mystiques of “bull”,
boot polish. blanco,
brasses and “boxed”
bedding. the usual
routine drills, kit
inspections, fitness tests
and weapon training
would follow,
culminating in the final Passing Out Parade. On the parade
ground parents, relatives and girl friends would watch as “their
lads”, looking at peaks of smartness and fitness, were inspected
by a visiting dignitary while appropriate music was provided by
the WRAC Band. (At carlier rehearsals a Tannoy system
crected by Sergeant Les Wilson supplied the necessary musical
renderings, including the Regimental March “"BRAGANZA ™). |
was (o encounter Les many times later as he made steady
progress upwards in his carcer, modestly followed by me.

Set Keith Yonwin, receiving the
“Best Platoon Trophy”, 1951
(NAAFT block in rear)

Aflter the Passing Out Parade the recruits (now proud of being
“trained men’') would hand in kit and depart for leave before
onward transfer 1o their respective postings. All aspects of

training came under the eagle eyes of the Depot RSMs, the
first of whom was Jack Groves MM who was soon followed by
RSM “Chunky” Kettle from Shorncliffe. CSM ‘Nobby’ Hall
was the Training Company CSM. Following the Pass - Out of
each intake discussions would be held by the training staff to
decide whether any improvements in the instructions or the
course could be effected. Much was achieved by introducing a
competitive element, awarding points for such successes as
“Best Recruit”, “Best Shot”, “Best Platoon” etc. Woe betide
any unfortunate individual who let the side down. Some
realism was injected into the training programme by the
inclusion of night exercises involving a “call - out” to defend a
Government establishment which in our case was a place near
Abinger Hammer from where the Greenwich mean time
“pips” were recorded for broadcast on the radio. A late call -
out sometimes resulted in the unusual luxury of being allowed
an extra hour in bed.. It was as well that the award points
system did not extend to the personal lives and conduct of the
Instructors or I may have been on the debit side on occasions.

One of the last platoons 1o be trained at Guildford. The platoon won various
training events including - Drill - Weapons - Best Recruit. The Platoon
Commander was Lt G B Redfern, Platoon Sergeant R Riley.

Some of my escapades were not missed by the eyes of
authority and were to have repercussions some eighteen years
later when [ was due for my Long Service and Good Conduct
Medal. On one occasion, when we returned from a day’s
training, my boots and anklets were waterlogged so my bunk
mate, Ray Bushell, conceived a brilliant idea for drying them
by putting them on the cookhouse hotplate. What he returned
to me the next morning. was literally a packet of (shoe) crisps
with a sprinkling of metal studs and toe caps. The sequel was a
place for me on Depot Captain’s orders followed by a
reprimand and a requirement to pay for the boots!

Ray fell from favour with me after that but we were comrades
in arms again by the time of the occasion when we threw a
portion of jam at a comrade and hit the Provost Corporal full in
the face. Another reprimand resulted from that episode to be
followed some time later by a severe reprimand on
Commanding Officer’s Orders for “fuiling to march my
platoon to breakfast and being unwashed and unshaved fifteen
minutes after Reveille”. There was no shortage of such
punishments. Insult was seemingly added to injury when, after
foregoing two days leave to fire at Bisley, I left my rifle for a
friend to clean and hand in as I departed on lcave. He, newly
married and doubtless with other things on his mind, failed to
do this so - another severe reprimand!

Major "Buzzy™ Waspe was a retired officer who was aclive in
the Old Comrade Association re-unions where he seemed to
excel in the art of crecting tents and marquees. He also gave
appropriate lectures to recruits, resulting in many of them
eventually becoming members of the Association. Following
permission from Captain Scott-Gall T kept two goldfish named
Caesar and Cleopatra in my room. They served a useful
purpose as on inspection days they often distracted officers’
eyes from other faults and failings. Later they were installed in
the Depot pond where they became fruitful and multiplied.




P
Instructors at the Depot 1951, Front row: Cpl Bob Riley, Cpl lan Hurley, Syt
Harry Boseley, Lts Charles Millman and lan Morley Clarke, Captain Scotr
Gall on extreme right giving the orders. Centre: Cpls Bob Watson and Paddy
McCormack also to the rear Sgt Keith Yonwin and RSM *Chunky' Kettle.

On the occasion of Queen Elizabeth’s Coronation the Depot
took part in a pageant in Guildford. [ was dressed as a 1661
soldier and hoped I looked better than the Orderly Room
Sergeant, a small man, who wore a breast plate and carried an
enormous pike, looking like “Garth” gone wrong. Although 1
did not know it at the time my future wife was also in the
pageant as a member of the WRAC contingent. On another
occasion a display was put on at the Earls Court Tattoo, but
due to an arm injury I took no part in this. Skylarking of even
greater magnitude occurred when an anti-tank platoon, on the
eve of demob, stripped the anti-tank gun at the barrack gate
and hauled it up onto the roof of the Keep where they laid it
out for inspection. To add insult to injury they flew a “Jolly
Roger” flag from the flagpole. Later the gun was chained to
blocks to prevent removal and repetition of such antics. As part
of several postings in 1953 Captain PAWG Durrant became
Depot Captain in place of Captain Scott-Gall.

Boxing was one of the highlights of recruit training, one of our
“champions” being a big Cornishman whose name escapes
me. This lad transferred into the Parachute Regiment. [ next
met him at one of the Union Jack reunions a few years ago.
There were other forms of sport, a particularly welcome one of
the “close contact” variety being the WRAC recruits dance at
the end of their training. On one occasion, when booking in at
the WRAC guardroom, Ray Bushell indicated the Queen’s
shoulder flash on my uniform and told the “rooky” girl’s that |
was a “Queen’s corporal” and entitled to a salute which I duly
received. But the deception did not last for long!

At a dance in Aldershot once [ pinched a paratrooper’s bum
and in answer 10 his query of “Who did that?” 1 pointed to Ray
who finished up at the bottom of a staircase. Another visit to
Aldershot resulted in some of us not getting back to barracks
until 4am due to thick fog and a broken down car. The
consequent oversleep in the morning resulted in us getting
extra guard duties. To rouse members of the Band I once
sounded the hand operated fire siren excusing myself, after
complaint by the Bandmaster to the Adjutant, by saying that |
was merely exercising the Band in fire drill. Some old soldiers
had their own much prized individual billets in the Depot.
These were such people as Gerry Howlett, the Officers’ Mess
waiter who had been in the Quetta earthquake in India,
“Chuck” Sheffield, Jim Battleday, the Quartermaster’s
storeman and Stan Bellord the Depot Pigman. The first three
often had visitors o their bunks but the last, by rcason of his
occupation, was seemingly less popular. In November 1953 |
was posted back to the Battalion prior to going to Malaya and
then to Germany but I returned to Stoughton in 1958 having,
surprisingly, become a Sergeant. Before leaving Germany 1
said goodbye to Bill Elkins the Training Company Sergeant
Major and also to Dave Wheeker my room mate, leaving him a
farewell present in the form of some tear gas capsules taped to
the back of his radiator. Arriving at Stoughton I found that
there had been some changes in my absence but nevertheless
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some of the old hands were still there including “Chuck”
Shelfield and Gerry Howlett. As it was considered | had
become a little rusty on some old routines, and needed up
dating on some new ones, | was sent on various courses which
included drill, nuclear warfare and. significantly, Religious
study at the Army Chaplains Depot at Bagshot. On the last
named [ met an old friend, Sergeant Keith Argent who was
now with the Small Arms School Corps and who had become
the Queen’s Champion Shot at Bisley. After leave I took over a
new intake platoon whose main claim to fame seemed (o be
playing the part of hostile Arab in classes on “Aid to the Civil
Power”. At one stage of my tour RSM Tommy Atkins
installed me in the appointment of Sergeant’s Mess Caterer, a
pleasant task where | developed the art of pulling pints and
calculating how many spirit tots to the bottle. Some light relief
was accorded when a film company took over part of the
barracks to produce one ol the first “Carry On* series f{ilms.
We became acquainted with several well known actors and
later many of us watched the film.

In 1958 Chuck Sheffield retired from the Army after at least 37
years service. On one inspection Field Marshal Montgomery
himselt had commented favourably on the number of Long
Service and Good Conduct stripes on ‘Chuck’s’ sleeve. After
official rctirement he continued service for a time as the
civilian NAAFI orderly. Eventually we, as Training Staff, were
posted to Canterbury but not hefore Tommy Atkins had
organised a never to be forgotten “Glorious First of June”
celebration in the Sergeants Mess which was attended by two
Naval Petty Officers who introduced me to some mystical
drinks containing liberal portions of rum. Officers of the Depot
and of HMS Excellent dined in the Dining Hall where an
excellent mural of the Glorious First of June battle scene had
been painted and displayed by an officer’s wife and two
National Servicemen who had been artists in civilian life.

Depot - Corporals Mess. Front row left 1o right: lan Hurley, Rov Bushell,
Peter Todd, OC Depor Maj P Kealy, RSM Kettle, *Spud’ Taylor, *Paddy
McCormnack and “Geordie' West. Included in the rear rank are Bert Cable,
Len Rice, lan Morley and Bob Riley.

The Sergeants Mess closed soon after that and while awaiting
transfer to Canterbury we were invited to eat and drink in the
WRAC Sergeants Mess. One happy outcome of that
arrangement was that I met my future wife, a WRAC Sergeant,
and in December 1959 I returned to Stoughton to get marricd
from Alec Cager’s married quarter. He was my best man and
his wife Kay was Matron of Honour. I finally left the portals of
Stoughton Barracks in 1960 with mixed feelings, thinking of
all those who had gone before me. some of them never to
return. After leaving the Army in 1971 I joined the Ministry of
Defence Police so I still maintained a military connection. This
was amply demonstrated when I had to escort a British Rail
employee to photograph a certain railway engine in the Royal
Ordnance factory at Birtley. On entering the Police office he
immediately exclaimed, “Corporal Riley, I would know that
voice anywhere”. He was one of my ex recruits! So the Army
hadn’t forgotten me as I will never forget the Army and the
good times | had as “a soldier of the Queen’s ™.







In addition to negotiating the wording of Schemes with the
Charity Commissioners, the Solicitor needs, in a rapidly
changing world, to keep under constant review the question of
whether circumstances have arisen that would justify
application being made to the Commissioners for an Amending
Scheme enlarging or redefining the Trustees’ powers or the
objects of the trust. Sometimes these applications lead to
correspondence and negotiations which continue for years
before reaching a conclusion. For example in 1965 our
Association succeeded to the control of no less than nine
separate registered Charitable Funds each having a primarily
benevolent intention though differently described class of
beneficiary. Each had its own separate Scheme or Trust Deed,
its own body of Trustees, its own Bank Account, its own
Portfolio of Investments and its own separate Books of
Account. It was an administrative nightmare! Several requests
to the Commissioners to amalgamate the Funds failed and it
took a significant change of policy on the part of the
Commissioners, possibly provoked by the persistence of the
Solicitor and the RO’s responsible for the benevolent affairs of
that Association, from 1965 until 1988 to persuade the
Commissioners to amalgamate seven of the Charities, and until
1997 to amalgamate the others! Whereas until 1988 income
could only be applied for the benefit of a very narrow class of
beneficiaries, the combined Fund now benefits the whole of
the Regiment, its Regular and Territorial soldiers, its
Museums, its “old and bold”, and the Homes and Hospitals
which care for its sick.

The Solicitor also has a part to play in the enhancement and
preservation of other kinds of property than money and
investments. As to enhancement, a certain Territorial Battalion
was, many years ago, left a small estate comprising the
freehold ground rents of several suburban houses. By reason of
disputes about rent and the state of repair of some of the
houses and the conduct of some of the tenants, the cost of
professional management exceeded the minuscule ground rent
income, so management was undertaken by the Solicitor until
over the course of a few years he was able to sell the estate
very profitably. The re-invested sale proceeds now produce a
substantial income which the Trustees of that Charity apply for
the benefit of the Regiment, its Territorials, and two of its
Museums.

As to preservation or protection, in the late 1960s a gentleman
of apparent substance decided to make a present to the
Regiment of a portrait of Catherine of Braganza then attributed
either to Sir Peter Lely or Jacob Huysmans, an article of not
insignificant sentimental as well as monetary value. The
presentation was made to mark the 300th Anniversary of the
raising of the 2nd Foot (which had been raised on the marriage
of Catherine to Charles Il to defend Tangiers, part of
Catherine’s dowry). The presentation was made to the Colonel
of the Regiment, openly and publicly in the presence of senior
officers of the Regiment, Members of Parliament, local
Mayors and other VIPs at a cocktail party at the donor’s house.
Many years later the Solicitor received an anguished call for
help from RHQ. The divorced or divorcing wife of the donor
had instructed solicitors to demand the return of the portrait
alleging that her then husband, the donor, had had no right to
give away the portrait. It was, she alleged, her sole and
unencumbered property, and High Court proceedings were
threatened if the Regiment refused to return it! The Regiment
wanted neither the litigation nor the potential publicity, but
neither did it want to lose such a prestigious possession
accepted in good faith, insured and generally cherished.
Although it took longer to achieve than this narrative may
suggest, the Solicitor interviewed some of those who had
attended the presentation and had remained sufficiently sober
1o clearly recall the donor’” speech, and his wife's apparently
willing acquiescence. On the evidence thus collected he had
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several meetings with her Solicitor following which her claim
was discontinued, and the portrait is still in the Regiment’s
possession.

The Muscums of the Regiment and the founding Regiments
also call for the support and advice of the Regimental Solicitor.
The premises occupied by most are Icasehold and some of the
Leases give rise to problems of legal interpretation, particularly
where the formerly mutual intercsts of the Museum Trustees
and the Landlords start to diverge ! Some employ civilian staff
which involve the Trustees in the pitfalls and potential
mineficlds of Employment Law, and Revenue Law and
Practice. Some sell souvenirs. books and “regimentalia”
thereby involving the Trustees in the legal liabilities of
shopkeepers, and therefore in questions of Corporation Tax
and VAT from which Charitable status may not protect them.
All of these matters call for the Solicitor’s advice and
occasionally his intervention.

Finally (although there is no apparent finality or limit to the
areas in which the Regimental Solicitor is asked for advice) all
of these Museums possess artefacts of substantial market
value. Despite increasingly professional management of such
collections the Solicitor is occasionally called upon to advise
the Curator or the Trustees when ownership of an artefact is
disputed, or when, as rccently happened. someone offers to sell
the Museum, an artefact stolen from it years previously!

To sum up, the Regimental Solicitor is both a salety device and
a potentially useful management tool. Like a navigational aid,
the Regimental ship can sail satisfactorily without him, but is
likely to sail safer, and faster if he’s on the bridge and the
skipper makes good use ol him!

WEMcC
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Doug and Margaret Mitchell

@. A

As many readers will know Doug has been the Secretary of 5 OMA for many
years. A suitable presentation was made to him by the menbers of S OMA in
appreciation of all he has done for them over the years.




Corporal E Foster VC

On a beautiful hot afternoon on the 7th June 1997, a new
headstone was dedicated at the grave of Corporal Edward
Foster. VC. in a Streatham Cemetery (South London). This
tribute to a very gallant soldier was due mainly to the initiative
of Mr Paul McCue. Assistant Director of Leisure and Amenity
Services, Wandsworth Council, with help from Colonel Les
Wilson and others.

Some seventy people gathered 1o see the fine new headstone
with gold lettering unveiled by Ted Foster's son Denis.
Amongst many of Corporal Foster’s descendants present were
grandchildren and great-grandchildren. Seven NCO's of 5
PWRR formed an Honour Guard, and Colour Sergeant Stokes
of “"A" Anzio Company 5th Bn The Princess of Wales's Royal
Regiment read the citation for Corporal Foster's VC. After the
unveiling of the new memorial. floral tributes were laid by
Councillor Beryl Jeffrey (former Mayor) on behall of the
Mayor and Councillors of Wandsworth and by A Company 5
PWRR. The Company raised one hundred pounds towards the
cost of the new headstone. Accompanying C/Sgt Stokes on the
Honour Guard were Cpls Page, Hancock. Jones, Wark and
L/Cpl Evans.

Corporal Ted Foster, (known as “Tiny’ because of his tall
Stature) was an employce of Wandsworth Council and served
in the 13th (Service) Battalion, The East Surrey Regiment. He
won his VC in April, 1917, in action in front of the
Hindenburg Line. During an attack at Villiers-Pluich (now
twinned with Wandsworth) the advance was held up by two
machine guns which were entrenched and strongly covered by
wire entanglements. Corporal Foster. who was in charge of two
machine guns, succeeded in entering the trench and engaged
the enemy weapons. He rushed forward, recovering a lost gun,
and bombed the enemy, killing the crews and capturing the
guns,

led returned to ordinary life in Tooting after being invalided
out of the army in 1918, shortly before the Armistice. A
grateful Wandsworth Council held a dinner in his honour and
granted him the position of Dusting Inspector, overseeing the
Refuse Collection contract on which he had previously worked
4s a dustman. In 1920 Ted attended a Buckingham Palace
Garden Party in June and on 11th November that year he was
present at the Cenotaph in Whitehall for the burial of the
Unknown Warrior. In 1931 he was presented to Prince George
(later King George VI) at the opening of Wimbledon Town
Hall. but by and large he was content to let his wartime
achievements be forgotten. “My VC?" he told the Daily
Express in 1937, “J want to forget it. But it did me a bit of good
all the same”. Ted's

lungs had never been the

Same after his service in

the trenches. In early

1946 another attack of

bronchial pneumonia

gripped him and after

Just two days oft work,

he rapidly worsened and

died on 22nd January.

His funeral and burial,

in Streatham Cemetery,

Garratt Lane. Tooting,

attracted national Press

coverage and was

altended by many local

dignitaries.

Dl

Headstone unveiled ar
Streatham Cemetery, Tooting

Regimental Association Standard Bearer, Honour Guard From S PWRR
with Dennis Foster

Left to right: Colonel Peter Thompson, Mry
Thompson, Lt Col Robert Knight, 5 PWRR,
Paul McCue

13th Battalion, The East Surrey Regiment

The 13th (Service) Battalion (Wandsworth), The East Surrey
Regiment was raised in Wandsworth by the Mayor of the
Borough Alderman Archibald Dawnay, J.P. and was composed
almost entirely of local men. The first recruit was posted on the
3rd June, 1915, and by the end of the second month the
Battalion had been completed. Lt.Colonel A.T.W. Burton was
appointed commanding officer and in September 1915 he led
his command to Witley in Surrey where training began in
earnest. On arrival the 13th Battalion was posted 1o the 41st
Division. The rank and file passed through the various stages
of recruits” training while the officers went o classes of
instruction. In Qctober the Battalion moved to Barossa
Barracks, Aldershot and transterred to the 39th Division.
While at Aldershot the organisation of the Battalion was
completed and section, platoon and company training took
place. Early in November the 39th Division marched back to
Witley Camp for brigade training. The 13th Battalion, East
Surrey Regiment, together with the 20th and 21st Battalions,
Middlesex Regiment and the 4th Battalion, Argyll and
Sutherland Highlanders, formed the 118th Infantry Brigade.

In December, 1915, the Brigade undertook musketry training
and in January, 1916, the 39th Division fired its course on the
Ash rifle ranges. In February the 39th Division left for active
service, but some formations had been found to be
insufficiently trained. The 118th Brigade was left behind and
after being transferred to the 40th Division, was broken up.
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The 13th Battalion, East Surrey Regiment and the 14th
Battalion, Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders were transferred
to the 120th Brigade. There they joined the |1th Battalion,
King’s Own Royal Lancaster Regiment, and the 14th
Battalion, Highland Light infantry. The 40th Division
remained at Blackdown, near Aldershot, and trained hard until
orders came to proceed overseas. On 3rd June, 1916, the 13th
Battalion, East Surrey Regiment entrained at Frimley for
Southampton and embarked for France during the afternoon.

The Battalion arrived at Le Havre the next day and then
entrained for the front where it took up positions in the trenches
opposite Lens and north of Albert. Later the Battalion moved to
the Somme Valley and was in the front line near Bouchavesnes
when the German retreat to the Hindenburg Line commenced in
the Spring of 1917. In April, 1917, the Battalion was in action
in front of the Hindenburg Line and captured the village of
Villers-Plouich. It was in this action that Corporal Foster, an
employee of the Borough Council, was awarded the Victoria
Cross and the Medaille Militaire. The Battalion spent five
months in the line in this area and in November 1915 it was
involved in the bitter battle for Bourlon village. The Battalion
suffered badly and was withdrawn to the line between Arras
and Bapaume, before moving into reserve near Arras.

In March 1918, the Battalion saw action at Ervillers and Mory
where it fought a rearguard action before the Germans’ Spring
offensive. It moved north in early April and took part in the
battles of the Lys until surrounded at Fleurbaix, where heavy
losses were suffered. The Battalion was withdrawn to refit in
the St. Omer area and was then reduced to a training staff.
After a short period training an American regiment, the
Battalion returned to England to recruit to normal
establishment. Its disbandment was, however, then ordered and
completed on 3rd November 1918 while at Lowestoft. On
Michaelmas Day, 1920, Wandsworth Borough Council

adopted the village of Villers-Plouich, under the scheme of the
British League of Help, in memory of its recapture by the
Battalion from the Germans. Funds were sent to enable the
village to rebuild its school and utilities.

As disbandment had taken place before the Armistice, it was
not until 16th July, 1921, that arrangements were made for the
presentation of the King’s Colour to the Battalion. The
ceremony took place on Wandsworth Common in the presence
of the Mayor, Alderman T.E. Comins J.P. and the members of
the Borough Council. After the consecration service, the
King's Colour was marched to All Saints’ Church in
Wandsworth High Street and handed into the keeping of the
vicar. Sadly, it has since disappeared.

The 13th Battalion, East Surrey Regiment wore a special badge
which was authorised by the War Office shortly after the
Battalion was raised. In place of the Arms of Guildford on the
central shield, borne on a star, the Arms of Wandsworth were
instead displayed, with the motto “We Serve” on a scroll
beneath.

The Bronze Plaque

One of my first memories was visiting my grandmother and
seeing a Bronze Plaque on the mantlepiece. It had a name on -
Percy Sellers - and she told me that it was my grandfather who
had died in the first war, two months before my father was
born. I also remembered the photograph she had shown me of
him in his uniform with a nurse, who was his sister.

I remember being taken to the War Memorial in Mitcham,
Surrey, on Remembrance Sunday and being shown where his
name was. My grandmother died when I was ten, and my
grandfather was forgotten about until my mother moved house
after my father’s death, and gave me my grandfather’s
photograph and medals. My sister has the Bronze Plaque.
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Soon after that 1 was watching a programme about the
Commonwealth War Graves Commission, and the work they
do keeping all the graves and cemeteries of soldiers who died
during the wars in good condition. They also said that every
soldier had a grave or their name recorded on a memorial if
their body had not been found, and that cven if they only had
the smallest of information they could usually identify where
that was.

That was when [ began thinking about my grandfather again
and wrote to the CWGC. All I could give them was his name,
Percy Sellers, and the fact that his name was on the Memorial
at Mitcham. I was delighted with the information they were
able to give me. Not only his full name, rank, regiment and
battalion, but also his parents names, which I had not known.
They were able to tell me the cemetery he was buried in, the
plot, row and grave number. and where the cemetery was
located.

Two years later [ heard about the British Legion Pilgrimage
Department and was able to arrange to go with them to visit
the cemetery. In the meantime I had looked up the regimental
history and read more about his battalion, The 13th East Surrey
(Wandsworth). The story of the battalion is intercsting in itself.
During 1915 there was a call for battalions to be raised locally
and the Mayor of Wandsworth did this during the summer of
1915, and my grandfather enlisted in June. The battalion went
into training in Aldershot and finally left for France in the early
summer of 1916, just before the battle of the Somme, which
they were not involved in.

Their first big battle was during Spring 1917, at Villers Pluich.
I think it is during this time that he was wounded. In his
photograph my grandfather has a stripe on his sleeve, which is
called a “wound stripe”, which the soldiers received each time
they were woundced, some had two or three stripes by the end
of the war. He was at home in July and August 1917, when he
married my grandmother. He must also have been home during
October, as my father was born in July 1918.

He returned to the front and in November 1917 was involved
in the battle of Cambrai, at a place called Bourlon Wood. This
was the first big battle where tanks were used. In the Spring of
1918 the Germans started a big attack. My grandfather’s
battalion was in a battle at a place called Mory and it was here
he was wounded again. He would have first gone to a casualty
clearing post and then been evacuated, probably by train, to an
area south of Boulogne where there were a lot of military base
hospitals. He died on 8th April 1918, two or three weeks after
the battle. Many soldiers did not die of their wounds but of the
gangrene which infected them. This could have been a slow
process, an affected limb might be amputated only for the
gangrene to recur again. As it is quite a long time bctween my
grandfather being wounded and finally dying, 1 have often
wondered if this is what happened to him.

There arc several cemeleries in the area, where soldiers who
died in the hospitals are buried, but the biggest, where my
grandfather is, is called Etaples (the Tommies called it eat
apples)! therc are about 11,000 graves there, some Indian and
Chinese. The grand terrace was designed by Edwin Lutyens,
who also designed the Cenotaph, and you can see the
similarity. When | visited Etaples with my husband, mother
and step-father in 1993, nothing could have prepared me for
the impact it would have on me. The cemetery is beautiful with
the English Channel in the background. There arc gardeners
there who work constantly and it is all beautifully kept. After a
short service on the terrace, we made our way down with the
standard bearer from Cornwall Royal British Legion, and
located my grandfather’s grave. My mother laid our wrcaths
and we spent some time there before rejoining the rest of the
pilgrimage party.




The inscription on his grave reads “fis but a stream divides us -
on either side the land is God’s" 1 think this such a lovely and
appropriate sentiment. That visit had such an impact on me,
and left me with the feeling that it was so sad that so many of
these men had been forgotten by their families. I joined the
Western Front Association after hearing about work they did in
making sure these soldiers are not forgotten - in fact, their
motto is “remembering”.

I have been back to France since then, to the areas where he
would have been involved in the battles. Later this year [ am
going back to Etaples with my daughter to take her to her
great-grandfather’s grave and share the experience with her. |
recently read in the journal of the Western Front Association
an article by Paul McCue, who is researching the [3th
Wandsworth battalion of The East Surrcy Regiment. After the
war many towns in England “adopted” towns where their local
battalions had fought which had been devastated during the
war. Wandsworth adopted Villers Pluich and through Paul’s
efforts the links between these two towns have recently been
renewed and the only Victoria Cross of the battalion has been
commemorated.

TESR

Corporal John McNamara VC 9th Bn The East Surreys
“The Gallants”

On 3rd September Kay and [ were invited to attend a moving
ceremony at Bamber Bridge. Preston, Lancashire. Major Ralph
Ewart and Major Tony Daly both of whom had Surrey
connections were also present.

The occasion was
the unveiling and
dedication of a
plaque in his
home town, at the
spot where he
worked in
commemoration
of  Cpl John
McNamara’s
gallant action at
Lens in 1918
which earned him
a Victoria Cross.

The Victoria

Cross and citation

are displayed in

e 3. ; our Regimental

TNMEC R 2 ' Museum al

Clandon but local people, Councillors and family members
thought a plaque would be a fitting tribute in his home town.

Those who attended the ceremony included a large number of

five generations of the family most of whom live locally. They
all agrecd that the ceremony was moving and a just tribute to a
brave man which will record forever his bravery. Both young
and older members were grateful for a regimental presence at
the ceremony. Following the ceremony all those who were
present were invited to a buffet lunch at Lancashire County
Hall in Preston where we were able to meet some of those who
had organised the ceremony.

It was inevitable that I was asked on many occasions how Cpl
John was serving with the East Surreys. I explained what
happens in war and cited an example, the formation of The
British Battalion. in Malaya, in 1942, (The Leicesters and The
East Surreys).

RAJ

Museum Notes

Looking again at the museum notes in the May issue of our
excellent Newsletter, one might be forgiven for thinking that
was in another age. So much has happened that needs to be
passed on to you.

Our search for another site was proving to be {ruitless, despite
visits to twenty-three locations and, at the last count, one
hundred and fifty-three letters. At the same time, we continued
to bring pressure to bear on the National Trust (NT) to renew
our lease. Eventually, the Museum Trustees decided that to
remove for all time the uncertainty associated with our tenure
at Clandon Park in the absence of a substantial lease we would
accept the NT decision and move when we could.

Out of the blue and unexpectedly the Dean and Chapter of
Guildtord Cathedral offered us a site on Cathedral ground. A
most generous offer which we have warmly accepted. Shortly
before this, on the initiative of Professor David James (Penny
James’s husband) the University of Surrey also offered to help.
Their space is limited and with integral difficulties such as lack
of parking facilities we all agreed that the Cathedral site was
the most suitable alternative location for the Museum and all
efforts are being directed to this end. In the process we are
forging close links with the Cathedral Authorities and the
University which can only benefit the long term attraction and
well being of the Museum.

The Cathedral Architect has been briefed on our requirements
and as [ write the Dean and Chapter and Borough Planning
Authorities are meeting to discuss the acceptability of the
Museum’s location on Stag Hill. If all goes well we would
hope to open the new Museum early in the year 2000. We have
two main hurdles to overcome - firstly, obtaining full planning
permission and secondly, raising the large sum we can expect
the new building to cost and fit out.

For the latter we are proposing to make application to the
Heritage Lottery Fund by the end of this year who can decide
to allot up to 75% of the overall cost.

Spurred on by two recent independent and extremely
complimentary reports on our high standards of conservation
we have made and are making a major etfort to complete all
their recommendations. Penny James and Roy Harding are
busily re-packing our reserve collection of uniforms in the
approved manner whilst two of our volunteer working party
members, Peter Henman and Andy Cakebread, are completing
the storage of our considerable collection of personal and
gencral documents in archival standard material. We are
grateful for the generous grants and support ot the South
Eastern Museums Service, the Esme Fairbairn Trust and The
Queen’s Surreys Territorials Charitable Funds enabling us to
complete these tasks.

The Museum continues to receive welcome gifts of
memorabilia and presentation of medals. Most recently they
have been: medal groups of Pte F W Norman, Sgt T Downes,
Capt M R Dell MC. Pte D Davis DCM, Pte L Small, Pte H
Darvell and Pte J Mayes. With the bequest from Brigadier
MacWilliam mentioned in my last notes we purchased Joseph
Cribb’s original sketch of the headstone design for the Imperial
War Graves Commission of The Queen’s (Royal West Surrey)
Regiment crest.

My predecessor, Brigadier Michael Clarke, applied to register
in 1992 under the Museum & Galleries Commission scheme
which was successfully achieved. We are now about to apply
for re-registration under Phase 11 of the same scheme which
calls for even higher standards. We do not envisage any
difficulties in achieving a successtul application. You are now




up to date on Museum matters after a very busy six months and
with no sign of letting up.

Stand by - we may yet need you so don't emigrate.

PAWGD

Museum Open Day

Open Day at the Museum took place this year on Sunday 21st
September and what a splendid turn-out there was. Our
“people counter” showed that 503 came through the entrance
that day. We have no means of knowing how many were
Regimental Association members but a visual check confirmed
that it was the majority.

It was good to see so many and I hope you all enjoyed the
afternoon inspecting (and, I hope, admiring) your museum,
catching up with friends and jogging memories. Several times
it was almost impossible to squeeze another person into the
office because there were so many looking at photograph
albums and, much to Roy’s delight, supporting the shop. Many
thanks, too, for your generous giving to the donations boxes. It
must have been more than a coincidence that the total donation
count that week was more than double the usual amount.

Mrs Maurcen Rickman with her daughters Trisha and Terry, examine the
photos in the album of 23rd London Regiment at Clandon, C/Sgt Keith
Newman-Knott advises from the side

It could all have come to an untimely end when the fire alarms
rang out. However, thanks to the ingrained instant obedience of
most of our visitors and our excellent evacuation procedure,
the museum was

Feoadll emptied in 64
seconds despite a
certain lady's
protestations that
she wanted to “go
with the boys”.
Everyone carried
on their reunions
on the lawns in
lovely sunshine.
Happily it was a
false alarm and
once the all-clear
had been given by
the fire officer in
charge, most
people went back
into the museum
and carried on as if
nothing had
happened. Could it
be that some of you
were so impressed,
inspired. motivated

Thomas Jowett our youngest visitor held by his
proud mother Mrs Lucy Jowett and doting
granny - Mrs Penny James our curator. Note the
accession forms held by Penny ready to take
young Thomas "on charge’
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etc that you are burning to join our much valued volunteer
group? That would be good.

RSM Sid Lea achieves the impossible - silencing Colonel Toby Ward -
Sfor 30 seconds

Pl

Military Justice

The Naval and Military Gazette reported on a flogging at
Chatham, when the Depot of the 70th Regiment was stationed
in the town in 1857.

Military flogging at Chatham - Ific sentence of
a general court martial held at Chatham in May last
on a private of the 70th Regiment, on a charge of
insubordination and KnocKing down with his fists
Dr. Piper, the chief medical officer at the Military
Prison, Fort Clarence, was read to the prisoners on
parade, and in the presence of the troops by the
adjutant. ‘The prisoner’s name is Thomas Farrell. It
appeared that the court sentenced the prisoner to be
transported for seven years, but on the case being
investigated at the Horse Guards, it was found that
some words had been left out in the charge against
the prisoner and the members of the court were
ordered to re-assemble, which was done, when
another sentence was recorded, and which was
approved at the Horse Guards, that the prisoner
receive fifty lashes and be imprisoned with hard
labour for twelve lunar months. ‘The usual forms
having been read, the troops were marched to the
spur battery, the place selected for inflicting the
corporal punishment on the prisoner, who, on being
pinioned, told the Colonel that he would not flinch,
they might flog him until they were tired. ‘The fifty
lashes on his back having been given he was released,
when the prisoner made use of some horrid
expressions against Colonel Jarvis, and what he
would do to him when he got his liberty; and that fe
would also do for ‘Dr. Piper the first opportunity, if
he got transported for it. ‘The prisoner’s threats and
imprecations were taken down in writing to form a
charge against the prisoner, which will call for a
general court martial on him on his leaving the
garrison hospital.

Lditors Note: It never did pay 1o argue!











































































































































