


16th May
17th May

19th May
20th May
22nd May
Ist June
5th June
7th June

7th June

7th June
17th June

I8th June

3rd July

18th July

Ist August
9th August
6th September

9th September
20th September
23rd September
2nd October
7th October
10th October

23rd October

5th November
6th November
8th November

27th November
20th December

Sth March
6th March
20th March
6th June

Regimental and Association Events
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ALBUHERA DAY (1811).

Inauguration of new Regimental Flag to the town of Boston, Lincs by 6 Queen’s OCA.

Details from Major M R Nason TD - 64 Westfield Road, Barnehurst, Kent DA7 6LR (01322 - 527017)
Golf Society, Annual Golf Match versus The Royal Marines, Fleet.

I PWRR Thanksgiving Service at Canterbury Cathedral. Details from RHQ PWRR.

Presidents Reception for Freedom Town Mayors of Surrey, Clandon

THE GLORIOUS FIRST OF JUNE (1794).

PWRR & Infantry Sailing week - IOW. Details from RHQ PWRR.

Queen’s Royal Surrey Regimental Association Church Service, Guildford Cathedral
1l am for 11.15 am Service.

First Surrey Rifles Parade of Homage starting from Luthbury EC1, 1030 am. Further details from
I'W Young BEM 38 Stanstead Manor, St James Road, Sutton, Surrey, SMI12AZ. (0181 643 6189)
ABF Beating Retreat, Pashley Manor Gardens, Ticehurst, East Sussex.

City and Inner London Branch (Queen's) PWRR Association Ypres Battlefield Tour

Details from J Manji Esq, Duke of York’s HQ (0171 730 3131 ext 5560).

PWRR Annual Golf Meeting, Canterbury.

PWRR Officers Cocktail Party and Beating Retreat, Officers Mess, HQ RAMC, Millbank, London.
Regimental Cricket at Winchester. Details from Lt Col Hugh Keatinge OBE (01962 863658)
MINDEN DAY (1759).

PWRR and Buffs Regimental tent at Canterbury Cricket week (Kent v Hampshire).

Dedication of new Altar Frontals, in the Regimental Chapel. The Queen’s Royal Regiment. Holy Trinity
Guildlord - Evensong. Further details will be circulated when firm

SALERNO DAY (1943).

Museum Open Day - Meet your mates! Clandon.,

Queen’s Surreys Museum Trustees Meeting - Clandon.

Queen’s Surreys Officers Club Ladies Lunch, Clandon.(Proforma enclosed)

Golf Society Autumn Meeting, Woking.

East Surrecy OCA Reunion, Clapham Junction. Details from FAW Ramsey Esqg MM

20 Lavender Road, Carshalton, Surrey. SM5 3EF. (0181 401 2070).

5 Queen’s and 3 Queen’s Surreys Officers’ Reunion, London.
Details from Lt Col Desmond Wilson - 01737 24456 |

Field ol Remembrance - Westminster Abbey - London.
Annual Reunion - Union Jack Club

Remembrance Day Parades - Guildford - Kingston - Southwark - and the Cenotaph, London
First Surrey Rifles Remembrance Parade, St Giles Church, Camberwell.

PWRR Ofticers® Club Dinner - Cavalry and Guards Club. London (Details out later)
BRITISH BATTALION DAY (1941).

1999

Regimental Council Meeting - Clandon.

Queen’s Surreys Territorial Trustees Meetings - Clandon.

Queen's Surreys Association and Trustees Meetings - Clandon.

Queen’s Royal Surrey Regimental Association Church Service, Guildford Cathedral. (TBC)

S5th November Annual Reunion - Union Jack Club.

Editorial

Since publication of the November issue of the Newsletter the
re-location of our museum has been uppermost in all our
minds. Coloncl Peter Durrant, the museum chairman has
travelled many miles searching for a new site, viewing
properties that may have made a suitable home for our
regimental collection. The Association Affairs covers a full
report and so I will confine any further remarks on the museum
to simply say that the Association is so grateful to Colonel
Peter for all his hard work and etforts on our behalf,

This year marks two important anniversaries, not only for our
Regiments but mankind. I refer of course to the Berlin Air Lift
fifty years ago. The Queen’s Royal Regiment was stationed in
Dortmund and moved to Berlin as the blockade commenced.
There is an article on pages 38-39 covering this period.
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Eighty years ago in November 1918, The First World War
ended. I hope to publish an article covering our Regiments,
Battalions and what was happening to them in 1918 in our
November issue. If any of our readers have anecdotes either
concerning the Air Lift or November 1918, I would, as always
welcome their contributions.

Itis the time of year o remind you of our annual church service
at Guildford Cathedral on June 7th, so do try and come along -
Sdy a prayer, meet your mates and have a pint in the refectory or
over at Clandon in the museum after the service. and please
don’t forget to support the museum by your letters of
support. (see page 30).

Best Wishes to you all
Les Wilson







The Trustees have therefore concluded, sadly, that we must withdraw from any further negotiation for a “new build” site at Stag Hill.
This is particularly disappointing, since to have been so close to our Regimental Chapel would have been a happy solution.
Nevertheless, we remain absolutely committed to financing an affordable new home for our museum. We are now in serious
discussion with Guildford Borough Council, who are certainly kindly disposed towards us, and wish as much as we do, to see us stay
within the Borough, we remain extremely positive about finding a building in the Guildford area, one which we can afford to fit out
and run and which will be a credit to us and our forebears. Many bridges remain to be crossed, and we cannot be more specific as |
write this in early April. However as soon as we have firm news we will let you all know.

Meantime, many of you have asked whether we shall be running an Appeal for the new museum. The answer is very simple - until
we have a firm and viable site to which we can commit ourselves, it would be unfair to ask for your money. We hope to know in the
next few months what our future will be, and then would be the right time (o solicit your help. However we are extremely grateful to
you all for your support and interest, during these difficult times.

Benevolence

During 1997 a total of 275 cases were investigated and 231 (increase of 4 on 1996) grants-in-aid were approved. In the majority of
cases the grants were for debts, particularly gas, electricity, rent arrcars, and travel. The Association helped provide 21 further
wheelchairs or mobility scooters, 19 sets of orthopaedic furniture and contributed to 12 convalescent holidays.

We continue to administer 38 ABF Supplementary Allowances and the ABF generously contributed £12 per week per case. During
this period we have renewed or arranged for 19 Nursing Home Fees of £624 ABF and £154 Association per case per year Lo be paid
[or our old soldiers or their- widows to be looked after. We have one resident in Gifford House (Bill Roadnight).

Queen’s Surrey Charity paid out £51.271 (up £4K on 1996) as grants-in-aid. Of the 44 cases not receiving a grant, 20) were assisted
by local Councils/Charities or member and other Regimental Charities after we had contacted them. 16 cases were not receiving such
allowances as Attendance, Mobility or Rent Rebate.

Association Branch Secretaries have the SSAFA and Forces Help half yearly Handbook, for them to deal direct with the local case
workers.

We should again like to pay tribute to the Army Benevolent Fund who are always helpful with prompt action and advice.
SSAFA/FHS and The Royal British Legion investigate the majority of our cases and to their case workers we are particularly grateful
for all their assistance. During this last year we have also assisted St Dunstaners’ and members who are being cared for by the Ex
Service Mental Weltare Society, War Pensioners and Combat Stress.

Letters of Appreciation - We append below extracts from some of the letters your Secretary has received.

I would like to thank you and the Association for the generous donation of £250.00 towards my new ‘second hand’ car. This was
brought about by the support of a local SSAFA Forces Help caseworker.

o0o

Captain Frank Allen RN, a SSAFA and Forces Help caseworker writes:- | am writing on behalf of Mrs A to thank your
Regimental Association for your much appreciated cheque for £500.00. She is unfortunately unable to write, as she is nearly blind,
awaiting a cataract operation. Mrs A has been informed that the grant has been made by The Queen’s Royal Surrey Regiment Charity
and will be used as directed by you.

o00o

Mrs B W Nipper SSAFA-FHS Divisional Secretary writes:- Mr Marchant wishes me to
write on his behalf to express his most heartfelt thanks for your help towards the funding of
his scooter. He has now been out under his own “steam™ for the first time since May of this
year. We did have to caution him regarding excessive speed! It is a great delight to see
Harry so animated. His lips may be navy blue but his spirit is magnificent. He was most
interested in the Association Newsletter. With the arrival of the scooter, reading matters
were put aside, but he assures me he will digest it later. He will spend as long as one can
spare relating his memorics of his days with the Surreys and at sea. Thank you for helping
us to help him.

oQ0o

Mrs M Lowen a SSAFA worker writes:- Many thanks for your generous cheque 1o
enable Mr B to purchase a cooker. We have managed to get a very good reconditioned one
and he is literally over the moon and sends his sincere thanks. My thanks for all your help

o0Qo
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e ) M A Goldup a SSAFA and FHS caseworker writes:- 1 have been asked by Mr C to
Harry Marchant - Mobile at last

express to you his thanks and appreciation for your very generous grant towards the
purchase of the Legionnaire 4 motorised wheelchair which has now been supplied. T would also like to add my thanks for your
assistance in this matter.

oQ0o

Mr E Brendish a case worker for SSAFA and FHS writes:- As the SSAFA/Forces help caseworker involved please allow me to
say ‘thank you’ for the financial support provided for Mr and Mrs D. [ have been to see the stair-lift working. We found £1200 from
service charities and Mr D paid £125 towards the total.







Museum Notes

Word may have percolated through that we have been obliged
to withdraw from the plan to re-site the Museum on Stag Hill,
alongside Guildford Cathedral. Circumstances had prevented
us from submitting an application to the Heritage Lottery Fund
for 75% of the total cost and the change of policy on the
amount of money that will be granted in future would have
resulted in an unacceptable burden on Association funds.

We are very grateful to the Dean and Chapter for their
generous offer in the first instance and the decision to decline
their offer was a difficult one 1o make. However, all is not lost.
We have high hopes of securing the lease of a Borough
Council property in Guildford which would be ideal. 1 am
unable to tell you more at present, negotiations are at a
sensitive stage but we are hoping for a decision in principle by
mid May. The Editor may be able to slip in an announcement
before the newsletter is printed.

Since the last publication we have managed to obtain from the
National Trust an additional years extension to our lease and
we are very grateful to them for their generous consideration of
our circumstances. We shall not now need to vacate Clandon
until Ist October 2000 and this additional period gives us room
for manoeuvre.

We continue to be grateful for the generosity of those who
have served or their relatives in presenting medals to the
museum. Recent gifts have included the medal groups of:

Colonel T A Buchanan DSO OBE MC ERD TD, 2/Lt W J
Giles, CSM F Jode, Ptes H E Grant, G Hammond and W
Tucker and a very fine donation of three groups of his family
medals presented by Major R Moody RE.

Also The Regimental Association presented the museum with
two 70th Regiment salvers from the estate of Colonel
Buchanan.

We have made tremendous strides in both conserving our
artefacts and improving conditions in their storage. All
uniforms in storage have been packed in an acceptable manner,
all personal and general documents are stored in archival
standard material and the Tirah campaign map of 1896 has
been expertly restored by Jack May. The Lieutenant Daniel
mitre cap of 1757 is in need of considerable restoration
(£1200+/-) and will go to Hampton Court in August for their
expert attention. This is being made possible by a generous
grant from the trustees of The Queen’s Surreys (Territorials)
Charitable Funds and Chattels.

We are grateful to Lt Col Wilson for finding the original 1920
watercolour painting by Margaret Dovaston for the re-supply
party for Hill 60 led by CSM Reid DCM and arranging for its
presentation by the Association to the Museum. It has been
framed and is now on display alongside Casc 17.

These will be my last Museum Notes. [ gave notice to the
President of the Association that 1 would resign as a Trustee
and therefore as Chairman of the Museum Trustces as {rom the
end of June. It has been a considerable but rewarding
commitment in terms of job satisfaction and it closes a chapter
in my life that started just over fifty-four years ago when I
walked through the main entrance of Stoughton Barracks
having enlisted in The Queen’s Royul Regiment as an Indian
Army cadel.

We have achieved a great deal in the museum but none of this
would have been possible without the hard work and
dedication of Mrs Penny James and Mr Roy Harding - we are
extremely fortunate to have them. 1 would like to thank my
fellow trustees for their constant support, members of our
weekly working party plus Mr John Woodroff, our Honorary
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Archivist, and not forgetting our volunteer stewards who play a
most important role during museum opening hours. And, of
course, Lt Col Leslie Wilson who has been a constant tower of’
strength.

All we need now is for someone to come forward and take my
place - will anyone volunteer?

PAWGD

oQo

30 Training Platoon Support Company
Ist Bn Queen’s Royal Regiment
Kenya Camp, Malaya Ist March 1956
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All rows are left to right. Back row: Ptes - Teather, Noden, Macher, Elwell,
Leigh, Jackson, Ambrose, Worsfold, Greven, Fisher. Middle row: Pres -
Muasters, Crake, Ellis, Griffiths, Luclow, Tidy, Davis, Birchmore, Watts, Tidey.
Front row: Ptes - Norris, Maddern, Cpl MacDonald, Lt Redfern, Cpl
Brownjohn, Ptes - Moffart, Hughes.

A Fatal Prophecy

In the 1840’s the Admiralty began to show belated interest in
the subject of ironclad ships and commenced a programme of
building thirty three of them. One of them, laid down in the
yard of John Laird, was the frigate Vulcan, later named
Birkenhead after the Merseyside port where she was built. The
vessels were not a great success and many of them were
relegated to auxiliary duties, Birkenhead later becoming a
troop carrier. Speaking of her in the House of Commons, Sir
Charles Napier said that if she was unfit to fight she was also
unfit to carry troops. His words came fatally true on 26th
February 1852 when she foundered on rocks off Point Danger
some fifty miles from Simon’s Bay, carrying many troops to a
watery grave including thirty six Queen’s men.

RF

Striking Times

Prominent in the background picture of Guildford in this ycar's
well produced Association calendar is the Town Clock. This
timepicee has always played an important part in the borough
history, including even security.

In 1759 instructions to the Town Watchmen, predecessors of
the present day police, they ordered them 1o “go their rounds
every hour, setting out from the Town Hall as soon us the clock
strikes eleven and 1o cry the hour and the weather loudly very
often until they return from their rounds to the Hall

"

again and to go till 5 o' clock in the morning ™.

RF




HMS Excellent - It’s role for the future
By Lt Commander Brian Witts MBE (Retd)

At the age of 42 Thomas Hastings, a Captain of two year's
seniority. was appointed the first Captain of Excellent on the
17 April 1832, an appointment that was to last for thirteen
years not unusual in those days. During that period the
training ship evolved from an experiment into an
acknowledged School of Naval Gunnery.

Hastings instilled four great principles: strict discipline, high

Morale, sound basic training, and technical curiosity. To this

day these principles still apply, albeit the methods of

introducing them have somewhat changed. Gone is the ‘cat-

O-nine-tails’, and the ever present ‘Gunnery Instructor’ (gas

and gaiters) who seemed to be moulded to the corner of every ' s—
building, waiting for the unwary to relax the ‘swing of the Calcutta and Excellent
arms’, or lailing to salute a senior ofticer.

In 1980 HMS Excellent, along with other nominated Naval Establishments, was ordered to close and decommission as part of the
Nott plan to save money. However, there seemed litile heart to implement the closure plan, which continued to go right.. So it was
\F that in 1985 HMS Excellent was reduced to a state of Care and Maintenance.,
the lead for gunnery training having transterred to HMS Dryad. With so many
important training schools moving to the Island in the early 90°s it was
recommissioned in 1994 to provide a wide range of vital general training tor
the Fleet. The establishment is committed to training and developing its 400
statt in support of over 1500 who train or work there daily.

HMS Excellent, now commanded by a Commodore, is actively working in
partnership with Flagship Training Ltd. This is a consortium of companies
whereby the Naval Recruiting and Training Agency (NRTA) and Flagship
share the benefits from selling spare capacity and where Flagship provide
services to the establishment at lower cost. thus making more effective use of
the high quality training resources and facilities within the Island.

The Training functions could not continue without an efficient administrative,
security, property management, supply, medical and recreational
infrastructure, all of which play a key part in ensuring that the fifteen
thousand plus trainees passing through the establishment each year gel the
maximum benefit from their training. The following are the training schools
located at Whale Island.

NBCDC School

The NBCD School opened for training in September 1993, and is the lead
school for all surface ships’ Nuclear, Biological, Chemical Defence and
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Recommissioning of HMS Excellent by Admiral Sir John Kerr et s - ¢ ! i !
GCB. ADC C in C Naval Home Command, 18th March 1994 Damage Control training, fircfighting, sea survival and first aid. The school is

purpose built and is a major step forward in ensuring the best training is
Provided for ail personnel who are about to go to sea. With a staff of 80, the school runs 32 courses, ranging in length from a day to 3
Weeks. There is a comprehensive programme of visits (o ships by the staff, both to teach and to learn. The annual student turnover
throughout is over 12,000.

The Royal Naval School of Leadership & Management

The Royal Naval School of Leadership and Management (RNSLAM)
has been on Whale Island since January 1993, With its staff of 65.
RNSLAM provides a wide range of courses in all aspects of personnel
and general management training, for over 3,500 students each year.
The staft also visit Naval ships and establishments throughout the world
Lo bring up to date those who cannot attend the specialist courses.

As the Royal Navy's Lead School for Leadership, Divisional and
Munagement matters within the Service, the RNSLAM is committed
lo:- delivering a comprehensive range of courses in the areas of
Leadership, Divisional and Management training:-

ensuring that comprchensive and consistent training in
these subjects is achieved throughout the Royal Navy,

providing professional advice on Leadership, Divisional
and Management matters to all Royal Naval Authorities; and

ensuring that the Royal Navy remains at the leading cdge -
of LClldCl'Ship and Mmmgemcm [mining. Sailors in the damage control module, trving to stem the flow of water
Sfrom shell damage




RN Regulating School (RNRS)

The School trains officers and ratings of the Regulating Branch, Submarine and Minor War Vessel coxswains. Naval Air Squadron
Regulators and Foreign and Commonwealth personnel in Naval Discipline, Law, Security and Whole Ship Co-ordinating. It is the
lead school for Naval Discipline and has been situated at Whale Island since 1949,

Naval Military Training School (NMTS)

The school trains personnel in Weapon Handling and the Ships® Protection Organisation, ensuring that students can handle small
arms confidently and conduct sately all the activities required to secure ships and establishments against a terrorist threat. Trainees
also use the advanced Small Arms Trainer to build confidence and drills before live firings at the Full Bore Rifle Range at Tipner.

HMS Bristol

HMS Bristol, a Type 82 destroyer, is the latest in a succession of warships to be employed in a training rote as the Royal Navy's
Harbour Training Ship (HTS) and Naval Cadet Forces (NCF) Accommodation Ship. Permanently moored alongside at HMS
Excellent she provides cadets with the unparalleled opportunity to combine water bornc activities, such as dinghy sailing, pulling,
canoeing and power boating, with first hand experience of life in the RN by actually living and sleeping onboard ship.

Sea Cadets

HMS Excellent is home to a wide range of Sea Cadet and Combined Cadet Force activities. The National Sea Cadet School provides

training for cadets and adult Sea Cadet Corps personnel, plus Leadership and Management courses for adults entering the SCC
without previous experience.

Royal Navy Sailing Centre (RNSC)

RNSC instructs students from all 3 Services in all aspects of dinghy sailing and powerboat driving, to Royal Yachting Association
standards, and is open 7 days a week for recreational sailing from Easter to October.,

Defence Diving School

Based at Horsea Island since 1995, the DDS provides diver training for both the Royal Navy and Royal Engineers. The school now

has a first class training facility that perlpits truiping of complex underwater tasks in a controlled environment. providing some of the
best facilities in the world for training military divers.

Portsmouth Field Gun
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A photo of a Sub Lieutenants group, 1885 Prince George later became King
George V. Also included in the photo are :- F.C.H. Allenby, E.L.D. Bovle, T'B.S.
Adair, P.M. Stewart, C.D. Glanville, HRH Prince George of Wales, Percy Scout,
A.C. Lowry, R.E. Wemyss, E.H. Mowbray, “Dot” - Field gun crews under training, HMS Excellent, 1997

HMS Excellent is;.home to the Portsmouth lj“ield Gun Crew. In a competition that has been a traditional high spot ol the Royal
Tournament, the Field Gun has become one of the most popular and publicly recognised traditions of the Royal Navy.

HMS King Alfred

King Alfred was the t’(?L{nding father.of the Royal Navy and as the parent establishment for the Royal Naval Reserve in the South
East, continues the tradition of preparing Volunteer Reserves for Service with the Royal Navy.

Headquarters Royal Marines (HQRM)

The Commandant General Royal Muri_nes tlies his flag on the west side of Whale Island from his Headquarters, which provides the
necessary facilities for the command of the Corps and to direct the continued development of Amphibious Warfare.

At Whale Island today development continues with plans for a substantial Physical and Recreational Training Centre, a new state of
the art enclosed Sea Survival Centre and major upgrades to junior Ratings’ Accommodation. much of which dates from the 1890°s. It
is planned to achieve all this and more in sympathy with the traditional brick based architecture that makes Whale Island such an
enjoyable place to work in or to visit.

Si Vis Pacem Para Bellum
(In peace prepare war)
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VIVID PAGEANTRY WHEN NEW COLOURS
WERE PRESENTED

Her Majesty Takes Salute As The
Troops March Past

DEMONSTRATION OF LOVE AND
LOYALTY

WEONESDAY, MAY 11th, 1838

TJISTORY was made in Croydon on Saturdav afiernoon when Her Majesty
LX (Qucen Mary presented new calours to the 4th Baan., Queen’s Royal Regt.
The Queen, a picture of regal heauty and dignity, was cheered by over 100,000
peaple as she drove from the Norbury boundary of the town to the grounds of
Whitgift School, Haling Park, where the ceremony took place.

The scene at Haling Park was one to leave memories of a great occasion, and
even the spectacle of Her Majesty handing over the new colours did not surpass
in drama that impressive moment when 7,000 pairy of eycs turned as one to see
Queen Mary step out on to the halcony of the sports pavilian. There was a
moment's pause, and then a volume of spantancous checring swept across the hupe
crowd from one end of the park to the ather. Her Majesty inclined her head in
acknowledgmenr and then gave Croydon people thae smile which has endeared
Queen Mary to the hearts of the natien.
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| QUEEN MARY PRESENTS NEW COLOURS TO THE 4th QUEEN’S

| ® QUEEN MARY
honoured Croydon with el ne visit on Saturday
Her Mujosty presented new colours (o the 4th |
Queen’s, “Croydon's Own.” She (s seen taking the
salute a1 the March Past. X

U

Wiz
X

LORD ASHCOMBE receives the Queen on |
her arrival by car at Haling Park, scenc cf the
ceremony.  Right: Her Majesty presents the new

colcurs.

80 Birthday Sale Windows |

Acknowledgments to The Croydon Advertiser and Croydon Times for permission to print extracts from their papers




On the 30th May 1917 the Battalion left Southampton for
service in France, their strength then being 33 officers and 973
non-commissioned officers and men. In October of the same
year they were in action at the Third Battle of Ypres where
they sustained heavy casualties. 3 officers and 61 NCOs and
men were killed while a further 17 officers and 241 other ranks
were wounded or missing. In return, however, the Battalion
captured 200 prisoners and much equipment. Congratulations

from the GOC, 21st Division stated, “The offensive spirit of

3/4th Queen’s in their first attack was beyond praise”.

The Battalion, the only Territorial unit in the 21st Division,
was disbanded in February 1918 having remained in action
until that time. A King’s Colour was presented to them in
recognition of their services. The Adjutant General of the
Forces, obviously appreciative of their worth, sent a letter to
the Secretary of the Surrey Territorial Force Association
concluding with the words, “Although the 3/4th Battalion has
been disbanded the officers and men have not been lost to The
Queen’s Regiment, they have been drafted to other battalions
of the Regiment and will continue to uphold the name and
traditions of this Regiment with the same spirit, loyalty and

esprit-de-corps as they have done in 3/4th Battalion”.

The 4/4th Battalion, as Depot Battalion at Croydon, were a
training and drafting unit, sending men out to various theatres
of war and operations including India, Egypt, Palestine, France
and Flanders - truly indicative of the widespread and
committed activities of the Regiment. Brigaded with others in
1916 the Battalion became known as the 4th Reserve Battalion
The Queen’s (Royal West Surrey) Regiment and was
disbanded on 29th May 1919. Croydon had certainly made its
contribution to the war eftort, raising four Territorial Battalions
who, wherever they fought or served, acquitted themselves
with credit and distinction.

The post-war period was one of uncertainty with many people,
understandably, being reluctant to become involved in military
activities. But, overcoming all difticulties the 4th Queen’s was
reconstituted in February 1920 with Headquarters at Mitcham
Road Barracks, Croydon, the title of the Regiment was
changed on the following New Year’s Day to The Queen’s
Royal Regiment (West Surrey). On the 14th July 1921 the
name of the Territorial Force was changed to Territorial Army.
The general training programme for the newly constituted
battalion consisted of drill nights, weaponry instruction, week-
ends at rifle ranges and fourteen days annual training in a
tented camp. There were also opportunities for football,
athletics and boxing and some notable performances in these
sporting spheres were credited to the Battalion. In 1938 new
Colours were presented by Her Majesty Queen Mary, Colonel-
in-Chief of the Regiment.

Al the latter end of 1938, with the threat of war ever growing
the Battalion, somewhat shocked and dismayed, was converted
to a searchlight role,-becoming the 4th Bn The Queen’s Royal
Regiment (63 Searchlight Regiment) (Territorial). Mobilised
during the 1938 Munich crisis, they took up defensive
positions which were mainly in the East End of London. After
being stood down they laid up their old Colours in Croydon
Parish Church and marched past with a strength of 450. In
August 1939 the Battalion was mobilised and left for their war
stations at Avonmouth, Bramley and Hamble with Regimental
Headquarters at Southampton. They were in their respective
positions when war was declared on 3rd September.

Roles changed quickly in war-time conditions and the
Battalion became successively the 63rd Searchlight Regiment
and then the 127 LAA Regiment, Royal Artillery. The Lamb
badge was changed for that of the gunners and there were also
appropriate changes of insignia and rank titles. That the new
gunners took their duties seriously is shown by the fact that
when at-Southampton Docks they even caused the liner

Agquitania to be moved “to improve the line of fire”. Cost was
£600 - there is no record of who paid for it.

After the fall of Dunkirk, and with invasion expected almost
hourly, the Regiment was given the dual role of both AA and
ground defence. Searchlight achievements during the ensuing
“blitz” were disappointing so there were no regrets when a
conversion was made to Bofors guns. Training and operations
necessitated moves to various parts of the country on Home
Service. The most important and surprising change of all came
in the invasion period in June 1944 when the Bofors gunners
were embarked. in an anti-aircraft capacity, on board the
floating Mulberry Harbours and the cruiser HMS Despatch
acting as a Headquarters ship off the Normandy beaches. One
officer and ten other ranks were lost when one Mulberry
Harbour unit was torpedoed while crossing the Channel.

By October the main Regiment was in Belgium being engaged,
among other things, in port defence duties in the Scheldt area.
New Year's Day 1945 was one of success for the AA gunners
when they engaged a group of low flying FW 190s and a total
of 37 enemy aircraft were destroyed. Guns were handed in on
21st April 1945 and the Regiment was then engaged on
garrison duties guarding factories, mines and stores and
endeavouring to bring some thousands of displaced persons
into some form of discipline and control.

On Ist May 1947, on the re-formation of the Territorial Army,
the Regiment found itself back in its old barracks at Mitcham
Road, Croydon. The wheel, it seemed, had turned full circle.
But once again its name was changed in 1955 to 565 LAA
Regiment RA and later still when resuming an infantry role, to
The Queen’s Royal Surrey Regiment. In succeeding years
changes seemed to come apace with roles and weapons
activities frequently altering. National Service Reservists
trained Volunteers and there was difficulty in finding and
recruiting suitable officer material. The numbers of personnel
with actual war experience steadily dwindled.

On the 12th July 1963, the 3rd and 4th Battalions received
their New Colours at a combined parade at Woking Football
Ground. The Lord Lieutenant of Surrey, the Right Honourable
Earl of Munster PC KBE presented them on behall of the
Queen. Ten OId Colours were marched oft the parade for the
last time and on the following day the Freedom of Reigate was
presented to the Regiment. Regular training was maintained
and later, indicative of the times, training in nuclear, biological
and chemical warfare and Civil Defence was included in the
programme. Many successes were gained in various spheres of
activity and there were further changes in title and role when
the Territorial Army Emergency Reserve (known as the “Ever
Readies™) was formed at the ending of National Service.
Members could now be called up without proclamation and
sent to reinforce the Regular Army as required, The annual
training camp at Plasterdown on Dartmoor in 1966 was carried
out in exceptionally bad weather.

But regrctfully cuts were on the way. In 1966 the Surrcy
Territorial and Auxiliary Forces Association was wound up
and its functions transferred to the Greater London Association
In April 1967 the 4th Battalion The Queen’s Royal Surrey
Regiment (TA) ceased to exist after having given many years
of honourable service to Sovereign and Country.

Sources:- The Queen’s Roval Regiment History (Foster). The
Queen’s Roval Regiment (West Surrey) (Haswell). Territorial
Battalions of the Regiments of Surrey and Their Successors
(Clandon Museum). Correspondence of the late Lt Col K A
Oswald DSO.




L he Colours of 1st Battalion The Queen’s Regiment

4th May 1974. A grey, dull day at Armoury House in the City
of London. The dullness is pierced towards mid-day by the
scarlet and blue of New Colours being presented (o four
battalions of The Queen's Regiment by their Allied Colonel-
in-Chief, Her Majesty Queen Margrethe of Denmark.

I'1th September 1997. Another dull day, this time at Guildford.
May 1974 seemed only a moment before. One stand of those
Colours presented by The Queen of Denmark, those of the 1st

Battalion The Queen's Regiment, was to be laid up after

twenty-five years scrvice: the battalion they represented now
only history. It was very much a day for reflection on what had
passed as well as for re-unions with old friends, few of whom
scemed to show much sign of the passing of those intervening
twenty five years. It seemed but a moment since the last laying-
up ceremony in June 1975 at Guildford Cathedral when the Old
Colours of the Ist Battalion had been marched up the aisle to
“Huntingdonshire Slow™ by Captain Peter (Rocky) Hitchcock,
Lieutenant Andrew Barrett, and CSM Max Maloney.

Those Old Colours had also been the Colours of the 1st
Battalion under its former title. Ist Battalion The Queen’s
Royal Surrey Regiment. Now the 1974 Colours were (o take
their place alongside those, and those of Ist Battalion The
Queen’s Royal Regiment, and Ist Battalion The East Surrey
Regiment in the Regimental Chapel. The old Queen’s Surreys
Colours had stayed with the Ist Battalion during its years in
Munster, Lingfield, Bahrain, Londonderry, Berlin, Bulford and
Belfast. The Commanding Ofticers of those years - Toby
Sewell, Charles Millman, Tony Pielow and Mike Hayward -
were all present at Guildford, joining every CO of 1 Queen's
except the last, and cvery surviving Colonel of the Regiment.
Mike Hayward, who commanded the parade on 4th May 1974,
was joined by Malcolm McGill, the Ensign who had received
the Queen’s Colour from the Colonel-in-Chief’s hands in May
1974,

After 1974 the Colours went with the Ist Battalion to Bulford
and Belfast and then in 1975 to Werl in Germany where the
battalion was to remain for the next four-and-a half years. One
of the highlights of those years was the Queen's Silver Jubilee
parade at Sennelager in 1977: the Ensigns for the Colours that
day were Licutenant Nick Carter (now living in Australia); and
2nd Lieutenant Henry Eagan, now Commanding Officer of 2nd
Battalion The Royal Regiment of Wales. Eagan and the
conducting Warrant Officer from that day, CSM Lofty
Jamieson. were both present at Guildford. That Jubilec parade
was also, coincidentally, the first appearance of a New Colonel's
Colour - the Davidson Colour. Another highlight of Werl was
the trooping ceremony in 1977, just before the battalion returned
to Londonderry. The Ensign for the Regimental Colour was
again Nick Carter. The years in Werl also saw the Colours
accompany the battalion to Belfast. There were, too, annual
Sobraon ceremonies: among the Sobraon Sergeants were Sgt PE
“Scragger” Maye, who died last ycar; Sgt Arthur Stapleton, Sgt
Jimmy Piper, Sgt D O"Shea and Sgt Mick Potts.

In 1980 the 1st Battalion moved to Canterbury, where except
?’Or six months in Belize it remained until 1982. Notable events
included a Freedom March; the first Grand Reunion at which
the Colours were carried by 2nd Lieutenant Martin Robertson
and Lieutenant Garry Bourne; and The Queen of Denmark”s
visit for which the Ensigns were Lieutenant Alex Cooper,
Licutcnant Ken Hames and, for the Colonel’s Colour, Captain
Fony Russell.

In 1982 the Colours accompanied the battalion to Omagh in
Northern Ireland. There was little ceremonial for the next three
Years, however a notable event was the march through Belfast
When all three regular battalions of the Regiment, serving
logether in the same theatre of operations, sent detachments
with their Regimental Colours. The Ist Battalion's Ensign on
that historic day was Lieutenant Andrew Wright. Sobraon

Sergeants in those years included Sgt Paul Tidey, later RSM
and now commissioned.

The battalion’s next station was Gibraltar, quite a contrast to
Omagh, and a station in which the Colours were regularly on
parade: The Queen’s Birthday Parade was one such occasion
when Lieutenant James Cameron - present at Guildford - was
the Ensign; there were also frequent Guards of Honour and an
annual military tattoo. From 1987 to 1990 the battalion was
stationed at Tidworth where again, Her Majesty the Queen of
Denmark visited. Lieutenant Anthony Bolton was the Ensign
that day, and he was once again on parade at Guildford. The
battalion’s final station was Minden in Germany, where it was
disbanded. All three Colours made their final appearance with
The Queen’s Regiment on 29th May 1992,

In years gone by the Colours were the centre of the regiment in
battle. The life of the Colours may be different in form now
from what it was in those years, but the same in kind. The
Colours still accompany the battalion on active service and are
still, spiritually, the centre of the battalion. Only that could
explain why Guildford Cathedral was filled to capacity on | 1th
Scptember 1997. That is why every CO but one and every
surviving Colonel was there. They came, with old [riends of all
ranks from Private to Major General, not just to renew old
friendships and refight old battles, but also (although some of
the more bashful might only have admitted it privately) to give
honour to their Regiment. As the Reverend Tom Hiney put it
in his address to salute:-

“The emblem of all that is best in our Infantry regiments and
the British Army. We salute also those who went into battle
and did not come back.”

OVID

oQdo

The Top 10 Rules to Keep You Alive in Combat

i. Never share a foxhole with anyone braver than you are.
2. Ifthe attack is going really well, it's an ambush.
3. Try to look unimportant - the enemy may be low on

ammunition.

4. When you have secured an arca, don’t forget to tell the
enemy.

5. Incoming fire has the right-of-way.

6. If'the enemy is in range space - so are you.

7. Inacombat situation, friendly fire - isn't.

8. The enemy diversion you are ignoring is the main attack.

9. When under fire, remember tracers work both ways.

10. Never do anything that draws fire - it irritates everyone

around you.
Sent in by Major General Mike Reynolds on advice for
American soldiers.
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