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Museum Notes May 2000

By aborting the Centenary Hall project (as reported in the last
Newsletter) much of the Forward Plans have had to be
abandoned. but the key strategic aims remain and the first is
and remains the need for a secure and permanent home. In this
regard the Trustees are grateful for the initiative of the
President of the Regimental Association, Brigadier Bob
Acworth who has undertaken responsibility for achieving it.
Further, the Regimental Charity has committed itself (o the
payment of substantial sums for refurbishment of the rooms
and overall modernisation of the exhibition provided the
Collection is to remain on a long term basis at Clandon.

Space shortage, restricted opening days and doubts about our
future at Clandon all inhibited the development and
implementation of our Education Policy, now our second most
important strategic aim. Centenary Hall promised space, open
days coincidental with School terms, the use of an adjoining
building as a lecture room and help from the Town Museum
Staff. Rather than abandon the Policy we must again attempt to
implement it on an assumption that we will remain for the
forcseeable future at Clandon. So in the application of the
Policy to schoolchildren, we are secking the help of local
school teachers and the County Educational Department.
Meetings have been held and talks proceed. In its application
to adult groups we will again try to recruit an historian with
good communication skills capable of applying the Policy by
giving lectures and conducting adult ours. There are literally
hundreds of schools and adult Iearning organisations all
located within easy travelling distance from Clandon who
would visit us given the promise of expert guidance.

We hope to agree with the National Trust some improved
signage for the Museum e.g. at the entrance, in the car park and
by the Housc, as well as greater prominence in National Trust
literature and advertisements,. For some years the Museum has
been mentioned in the National Trust Handbook, but rather as
a footnote to the Clandon Park entry. We consider that the
Museum is, and should be recognised and advertised, as an
asset of the House and therefore of the National Trust. Its
existence has, as visitors constantly complain, hitherto been
understated and by implication under valued. We are conlident
that the Muscum when modernised and properly advertised
will considerably increase visitor numbers to the House.

In the seven months the House was open (o the Public last
year, visitors to the Muscum numbered 27,603, about 2800 less
than last year (which apparently is in line with fallen
attendance at most other Museums). On the other hand
enquiries by researchers and others increased to 540 and these
enquiries continued to increase during the winter months. This
growing awareness seems directly attributable (o our
accessibility on the Internet since last Autumn and illustrates
the interest we gencrate and the importance of the services we
provide.

Our Educational resources have, during the yecar been
enhanced by more videotaped chapters of “living history™, i.e.
personal accounts of the military experiences of former
members ol the Regiment. Some are very moving and all are
interesting and historically valuable. We also plan to make a
short introductory Film. tracing the history of the Regiment,
playing some of the Regimental Music, incorporating some of
the “living history™ material and describing some of the more
interesting artefacts.

This will be a fairly costly venture but we hope to recover

some of the cost by selling copies of the video tape.

Conservation work has continued through the winter months.
Several old framed photographs of considerable historic
interest have been cleaned remounted and reframed by

approved professionals who carried out last year's survey. Our
un-framed photographs have now been placed in acid-free,
dust resisting transparent envelopes.

Exhibition presentation has been improved by the use of a
recently purchased laminating machine. Exhibitions both
internal and external will also benefit from an even more
recent acquisition, namely a fully portable display screen. A
generous grant from the TA Trustees covers the cost of the
screen and will also cover the cost of a digital camera, the
primary purpose of which is to add digital imaging to our data
base 1o assist identification, retrieval, and security.

During the year under review we have produced or co-operated
in the production of several exhibitions including a House of
Commons exhibition in co-operation with the Army training
and Recruitment Agency. To commemorate the anniversary we
have reproduced, with the aid of the laminating machine, in
Book form, photos and documents covering aspects of the
Regiment’s participation in the Boer War whose anniversary is
now in progress. In that context we have, we hope, assisted
several South African researchers. In compliance with our
obligation to keep the Army in the public eye (a condition of
MoD support) we intend later this summer to exhibit a
selection of the entries by the winners of the Army
Photographic Competition. We are also co-operating with the
British Mountaineering Society in what promises to be a
prestigious international exhibition of the History of
Mountaineering. Our contribution consists of our photos and
records of the epic attempt in 1937 by Corporal Ridley and
four other soldiers of Ist East Surreys to climb Mount Kamet,
at about 25,000 feet one of the highest peaks in the Himalayas.
It is expected that the exhibition will open in 2002,
coincidentally the 300th anniversary of the formation of the
East Surrey Regiment's predecessors, Villiers Marines.

Association members will be interested to learn of our receipt
of the following artefacts since the last Newsletter:-

From their families, medal groups of the late Major F ) Reed
(East Surreys), Pte J T Holloway and C/Sgt A E Janes (both
Quecen’s Royal Regt). From the Territorial Trustees some
important silverware no longer required because of reductions
in the size of the TA, viz The Onslow Cup (5th Queens), The
Sgts Mess Punchbowl (6th Surreys) and the Sgts Challenge
Cup (23rd London).

N

Mrs Daphne Hill and Colonel McConnell with the late Major John Reeds
medals at the museum,

From Mr Andrew Graham a large dioramic relicf model of the
Salerno region. Its provenance is in doubt, but there is
evidence to suggest it was prepared by or for the German
Army before their expulsion from the region by TA Battalions
of the Queen’s! Unfortunately it is in poor condition, but when
time, cash and exhibition space permit, its relevance to
Regimental History qualifies it for serious refurbishment or
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