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inscribed:- “"Dettingen June 27th 17437, Inside the lid is the
inscription: “Presented by Lieut Colonel H L Smith DSO o his
brother Officers on leaving the Regiment June 21st 1911. The 20th
and 31st Regiments were sent into action by His Majesty King
George I in person, who mistaking the Regiment for the 3rd Buffs, as
their fucings were similar, called out “Bravo Buffs” and when
reminded it was the 31st, His Majesty rejoined, “Bravo Young
Buffs”. This name, valuable for the time and manner it was conferred
was retained as a traditional title. It was the custom on the
Anmniversary of Dettingen, 27th June 1743, for all Officers at Dinner
to drink from the cup the toast, “Success to the Ist Battalion The
East Surrey Regiment”.

* Colors as spelt on Salt.
Photo; Ben May
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President’s notes

You will have heard the excellent news that the museum is o
stay in Clandon Park until 2010. After some years of
uncertainty this will provide the stability which is needed to
update the museum and introduce the modern technology. This
will be done over the coming winter. However the National
Trust requires more space and as part of the proposal we will
be required to share one of our present rooms. While not ideal |
am certain that the Museum Trustees will provide a creative
solution which will meet both our own and the National
Trust’s needs.

Coming with this edition is Brigadier Michael Clarke’s
cxcellent history of the Queen’s and Surreys time in India. It is
well worth reading and I commend it to you.

On all other fronts the Association is in good heart. Our
benevolence work continues in the capable hands of our
Secretary. John Rogerson, to whom we are all grateful and Les
Wilson continues to provide us with our outstanding
Newsletter. Our thanks go to both of them.

With best wishes
Bob Acworth

Editorial

The news that we have an extension until 2010 for our museum
at Clandon, will be welcomed by all. As the President writes in
his notes, this will allow a much needed refurbishment to take
place during the coming closed period and the months ahead.

The final home for all our lovely artefacts and records still has
to be resolved, but this extension of ten years will allow the
Regimental Council and the Musecum Trustees (o work for a
satisfactory solution, hopefully to maintain a regimental record
in Surrey of our two forebear Regiments in perpetuity.

Brigadier Michael Clarke’s history of our Regiments time in
India from 1825-1947 accompanies this Newsletter. I hope all
our readers will enjoy reading it. It is ironic. that the day
printing commenced on the Supplement, an album of photos,
(all of India from 1890-1907), was handed to our curator at
Clandon! Some of these pictures may be published in a future
Newsletter.

Our thanks go to Dr CJ W Guerrier for his advice to our
rcaders on the subject of skin cancer, (which may have been
contracted whilst serving in the tropics). As a result. several of
our members have been advised on treatment and received
compensation.

Make u note in your diaries for forthcoming cvents in 2001 and
the Tercentenary of the raising of Villiers Marines in 2002

Best wishes to you all
Take care, Les Wilson

The Princess of Wales’s Royal Regiment

The two Regular Battalions are now in the
Balkans. The Ist Battalion in Kosovo and the
2nd Battalion in Bosnia. Their lives have been
hectic and busy leading up 1o their deployment.

The 1st Battalion deployment was advanced a month from
September to August 2000. This of course has a knock on
elfect on the complex WARRIOR conversion training. This
training involved company packages with the testing of
WARRIOR drivers and the firing of the 30mm main armament
in Lulworth. This was followed by TESEX, UNTAT training,
live firing at Castle Martin and leave. Deployment was made in
early August 00 and they return in February O1. They have
been given their own Battalion area which is to the North East
of the country. The situation is by no means settled and life is
different each day. The various factions are still liable to fight
like cat and dog but various lines have been drawn in the sand,
Most of the population is Albanian and most of the Battalion
tasks are protecting the Serbian minority.

The bulk of the Battalion is deployed forward into the area
known as the "Podeujevo Bowl”. A large area surrounded by
high ground. The Battle Group is PWRR with

B Sgn - The Queen’s Royal Hussars (Main Battle
Tank - Challenger 11)

UN Bty - | RHA
8 Close Support Squadron RE (Armoured Engineers)

At present the local population is friendly. There is very close
co-operation with other NATO members in achieving the long-
lerm aim.

The 2nd Battalion has now moved from Tidworth and has
settled into Aldershot into New Normandy Barracks. This is o
Rarracks that was not designed for a Saxon Battalion.
Theretore every availuble space, store oF garage hax kit i @
Before departing Tidworth the Battalion carried out u.lrunlic
period of training. Company groups were sent 1o Belize and
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Botswana. B Company carried out Public Duties in London
followed by Field Fire in Sennybridge and Warcop. All
specialists” platoons have re-qualified and supported all the
major exercises.

The Battalion deploys in the Saxon role to Bosnia in mid
October 00 and return mid April O1. Everyone is looking
forward to this deployment.

The 3rd Battalion continues to consolidate. They had a shared
annual camp with | PWRR on Salisbury Plains Training Area.
This boosted the manpower of the 1st Bn and also gave the TA
soldier an opportunity to be in an Armoured WARRIOR role.
Quite a number of the Battalion have served in other locations.
At present there are a few with | PWRR there will be some
joining 2 PWRR. Two soldiers joined | KOSB in Cyprus
which also involved a tour down to the Falkland Islands.
Formed groups and individuals have been on exercise to
Romania, USA and Canada.

The Battalion was also privileged to host a group from the
Queen’s Own Rifles of Canada at Annual Camp. An exchange
trip is planned. However they came in our summer it is
planned for the exchange to take place in their winter!

B (The Queen's Regiment) Company The LONDON Regiment
recently went on Exercise to Romania. An excellent
opportunity to train in a wild environment.

C (The Duke of Connaught’s Own PWRR) Company carried
out annual camp with the remainder of this Battalion. This was
the first time they had all been together since the Defence
Review. The other companies [orming the Royal Rifle
Volunteers are

‘A’ Company - RGJ
‘B’ RGBW Company - RGBW
‘C’ (PWRR) Company - PWRR
‘E* Company - RGJ

BN HQ and HQ Company are a true mix of all cap badges.

It was a successful camp. Our own Company has now settled
into its new location at Peronne close at Hilsea.

The Regiment lives on

Echoes from the past

On an Atlantic cruise in the Queen Elizabeth I1 in the autumn,
former Clandon Museum curator Richard Ford found that it
was not without incidents.

Urgent midnight knockings on his cabin door, and the influx of
water, thankfully did not herald a second Titanic disaster but
was due to a burst pipe in an adjacent cabin. A raging gale
reduced many passengers to states of green faced inertia,
seemingly not improved by Richard’s hearty back slapping
and tales of his experiences in “the old days” in the Royal
Navy. Perplexity was caused at New York harbour when he
passed through the security system and activated the metal
detector. Removal of his metal walking stick and keys from his
pocket did not solve the problem but the source was eventually
traced to metal clips which he has had in his chest since
undergoing a major heart operation in 1988,

Possibly exhausted by the miscellaneous adventures of her

passengers, the ship departed for a major refit and
refurbishment immediately after docking at Southampton.

Visit to 1st Bn The Princess of Wales’s Royal Regiment

! PWRR Open Day, Ist July 2000. Queen's Royal Surrey South West
branch learn how to cross 2 x 6" GP camouflaged tables.

Visit to | PWRR Open Day, st July 2000. L - R John Fosdyvke,
Desney Patmore, Steve Birchmore and George Lefevre (Kent),
Gerald Webh. (obscured - Jean Lucas), Les Franklin, Gerry Patinore
(London), Jock Stewart (Branch Secretary), Paul Edwards, Susan
Stewart, Arthur Lucas, Margaret Kirk, Dave Kirk and Ted Brown.
(Dr Gordon Charkin not in photo).

~u ‘ q o '; 2
Regimental Chapel. One of the ladies from St Mary's Church Byfleet,
putting the finishing touches to the flowers in the Chapel
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Major J L A Fowler TD
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Thank you once again for your Kind assistance g’%

% with both the Newsletter and our India t;g




Museum Notes October 2000.

Since the May edition of the Newsletter, there have been three
events of particular importance for the Museum:~

* Colonel Mac McConnell relinquished the Chairmanship of

the Muscum Trustees on st July, when Captain Adrian Birtles
took over the Chair.

* During August, the Museum heard tfrom “Resource” (the
new name for our old friends the Museums and Galleries
Commission) that we had been awarded full registration under
Phase I1 of their Registration Scheme.

* On 25th September, the Regiment received a fax from the
National Trust’s Area Manager for Surrey indicating that the
Trust would be willing to continue to provide a home for the
Museum at Clandon Park until 2010.

So what lies behind these headlines?

Mac McConnell took over the Chairmanship of the Museum
Trustees from Colonel Peter Durrant in 1998 at a time of crisis,
when Peter Durrant’s strenuous elforts to find a new home for
the Museum had been frustrated, the very continued existence
of the Muscum seemed (o be at risk and some hearts were
growing laint. Mac's principal objective, towards which he
threw himself with immense vigour, was to achieve the
relocation of the Museum to Centenary Hall in Guildlord,
since continued accommodation at Clandon Park at that time
seemed unaltainable. As reported in recent Newsletters,
Centenary Hall was not 1o be, and this out-turn was a very
considerable disappointment and frustration for Colonel Mac.
But his work for this project nonetheless certainly carried
forward a long way the resolution of the Museum’s
accommodation problem: It caused both the Regiment and the
National Trust to focus more realistically on finding a solution,
and it provided the foundation from which our President,
Brigadier Bob Acworth, was able to launch his patient
diplomacy which is now bearing fruit,

Colonel Mac did more than that though during his tenure of
office. His characteristic leadership soon banished faint hearts
and brought the Museum through its crisis in fine form, to
deliver it in good shape to his successor. And, even if all his
hopes were not realised, both the physical state of the Museum
collection and the services delivered to visitors and enquirers
have been improved very noticeably during those two years.

A small party was held after the Museum Trustces’ meeting on
28th June, at which Trustees, Curator, staff, volunteers and
friends thanked Mac for his leadership and achievements and
wished him well for the future.

Colonel McConnells furewell as Chairman. L - R: Richard Hopper,
Adrian Birtles. Toby Sewell, Mac, Kate McConnell, John Woodroff.

So. what of the future and the National Trust’s proposal to
continue to house the Museum until 2010? The Museum

Trustees welcomed the offer at their meeting on 29th
September, and agreed to seek formal terms on those lines. It is
worth remarking that (assuming agreement as expected), this
will give the Museum a longer period of secure tenure at
Clandon Park than ever before. The proposal does not, of
course, resolve the Museum’s accommodation needs tor the
longer term after 2010, which will remain high on the
Trustees™ agenda, but it should give a period of stability which
will allow operations and improvements to be planned with
conlidence. The proposal is likely to lead to some changes in
the shape and layout of the Museum, and more of this will be
reported once details have been agreed with the National Trust.
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Colonel Toby Sewell with Colonel Mac McConnell und his wife Kate

Firm plans are, however. now in place for some changes and
improvements during the coming winter close-down period.
Asbestos ceiling tiles are to be removed throughout the
Museum, which will make possible the long-overdue overhaul
of our increasingly unreliable electrical supplies. A new
Museum Shop and Information Counter will be constructed
and video displays installed in time for the opening of the new
scason. In parallel with these, planning for longer term
improvements is being put in hand.

Receiving the medals of the late Major Ronnie Fairbairn TD, 1/7th
Queen’s, a long time member of the museum staff. 1. - R: Adrian
Birtles, Michael Highton and Penny James.

The Phase 11 Registration by Resource may sound rather a dry
subject, but in fact is extremely important for any museum; it
makes us a part of the National museums network and opens
the door to recognition, assistance and grants in many forms.
Achieving this is the result of much hard work, notably in the
forms of the Forward Plan produced by Mac McConnell and
the slog of the application itself produced by our Curator,
Penny James. Registration is a recognition of the high
standards of Museum Management and Collection Care
achieved at the Museum, themselves the outcome ol many
people’s work. 1t is pleasing to be able to report that the letier
from Resource which accompanied the Registration Certificate
contained some very complimentary remarks and,
interestingly. the comment that being sited at Clandon Park
was recognised as a considerable benetit to the Museum.




So much for the headlines. Day to day your Museum is doing
very well, and reflects great credit on all concerned with its
running. Our visitor numbers are holding up well at a time
when many attractions across the Country are experiencing
significant declines. Research enquiries coming in person, by
‘phone and via the internet are growing, and broadening in
their subjects. Direct access is now available at the Museum to
the published details of all soldiers who died in the Great War,
which is the subject of many enquiries. Our Web Site is
attracting great interest (224 visits in one recent week alone).

The Museum relies entirely on its staft - Penny James and Roy
Harding, volunteers and stewards to function. It was with great
sadness, therefore, that we learned of the sudden death of Andy
Cakebread in early September. Andy had served his National
Service in The Queen’s and was “captured” by Colonel Peter
Durrant to become a most effective volunteer at the Museum;
the Museum was well-represented at his funeral at
Leatherhead. The Museum does need more volunteers and
helpers; if you, or somebody you know (not necessarily a
member of the Regiment) was able and interested in lending a
hand please let us know: it is interesting and friendly work and
“no previous experience required”. Similarly, we are In great
need of someone 1o help us take forward out Education Project,
in this case school teaching or similar experience would be an
advantage.
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Visit to the museum of Guv Slater and his futher. Guy Slater is the
author of “My Warrior Sons”, the story of the Borton family, which
includes Lt Col A D Borton VC DSO., signing the visitors book.

Guy Slater and his father study the citation for the award of the VC to
Lt Col A D Borton.

The months ahcad will sce the usual Winter shut down and
clean up, with the added upheaval this year of the ceiling tile
and electrical work already mentioned. They will see us
looking ahcad and planning in a very different and more
positive frame of mind from that which was possible at the
same time last year when the future was so clouded. There will
be a great deal to do over the next year or two, and | hope that
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by the time of the next Newsletter it will be possible to give
more detail and to report good progress.

Roy Harding - up the Frontier!

Lastly, writing these notes as a new Chairman of the Museum
Trustees, | have very rapidly become much more aware of the
immense amount ol support given to and work done for the
Muscum by members of the Regiment, both as individuals and
through the more formal channels of the Regimental
Association. There should be no surprise in this, of course, but
[ think it is worth saying publicly. This is the way that things
are achieved, and how the future of the Museum will be
secured.

Visit to the museum of Lt Col Eric Wilson VC. The top picture shows
him with the curator Mrs Penny James and John Woodroff about to
sign the visitors book and below with Penny at the VC and GC
display in room 2.
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Major Bob Johnson & John Woodroff share a joke!?

oQo

Courageous and Penelope

By courtesy of the Editor the writer, known to be a Naval
enthusiast, recently received two associated photographs ol the
aircralt carrier HMS Cowurageous and the cruiser HMS
Penelope, both of whom served in the Second World War.
Surprisingly, as far as our Association is concerned, the link
between the two vessels is closer than may at first be
appreciated.

—— » g 3
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HMS Coirageous
Courageons, built originally as a cruiser in 1916 and later
converted. was sunk off the west of Ireland on | 7th September
1939 by the German submarine U29 with the loss of 518 lives.
Among the survivors was Engineer Commander Edward John
Murray and later he, in admiration of the cruiser Penelope,
named his daughter after her. The little girl {inally became Mrs
“Penny” James, our curator at Clandon Muscum.

HMS Penelope

So if Commander Murray had not survived, U29 would not
only have deprived the Royal Navy of a capital ship but would
have deprived us of a capital curator.

RF

Congratulations

and
Best Wishes

Golden Wedding Anniversary Congratulations to:-

Mr and Mrs Ralph Broicher - Azen on the occasion of their
Golden Wedding anniversary 25th March 2000.

Ove and Annaie Neilson who celebrated their Golden Wedding
anniversary on 31st October 2000. Ove, a Dane, served with |
Surreys and attends the Surreys reunion at Clapham Junction.

Wedding Anniversary Congratulations to:-

Major General and Mrs Mike Reynolds on 4th June 2000.

Vic and Alice Aukett who celebrated 56 years of marriage on
3rd November 2000. Alice celebrated by sending Vic to the
Annual reunion at the Union Jack club.

Tony and Elsie Ramsay on 1 Ith August 2000 - 55 years.

Birthday Congratulations to:-

Major General Mike Reynolds on his 70th Birthday on 3rd
June 2000.

Herbert Cecil Smith on his 80th Birthday.

Frederick Potticary on his 80th Birthday, 16th July 2000,
William Perchard who celebrated his 96th birthday recently.
His Son writes:- I am writing on behalf of my father, former
L/Cpl William Perchard, The Queen's Royal Regiment, to
thank you for the handsome basket of plants sent to him on the
occasion of his 96th birthday. It was a very thoughttul gesture
by the Regimental Association and he was absolutely delighted
with it. He is still in good condition for his age and fully aware
of what goes on around him.

Mrs Rachel Roupell who celebrates her birthday on 7th
November. For the record. Rachel first ‘joined’ the Surreys in
1930.

Len Jelley who celebrated his 81st birthday on [3th Qctober.

Best Wishes to:-

Major General David Lloyd Owen who underwent major
surgery recently. We all wish him a speedy return to good
health.

Brigadier Charles Millman who had a period in hospital in the
summer. He has moved from his cotlage in Hythe and is now
reorganising Captains Court Retirement Home in Hythe. It is
rumoured that the residents parade daily for area cleaning!.
Major Sandy Sanders now recovering at home following a
period in hospital.

Mrs Betty Cole, widow of Major Charles Cole has been very
ill recently but is now in a convalescent home in Truro near her
daughter Helen.

Bert Quickenden, now recovering at home from a slipped disc.

ﬁ Telephone message from
Ted Josling in Western Australia

Greetings to all on the occasion of
The Glorious First of June




Benevolence

Doreen Gould, RBL Welfare Secretary, Birmingham
writes:- Thank you most sincerely for the most generous grant
ot £500 from the Queen’s Royal Regiment tor an electrical
appliance. Mr A has now been informed of the grant, and I have
forwarded on to him the Newsletter which was enclosed. Our
grateful appreciation for the interest showed with this case.

oQdo

J Newlove SSAFA/FHS Divisional Secretary writes from
Andover, Hants:- Thank you for your very prompt and
generous cheque for £200 for Mr B I will ensure that he is
informed of the source of the grant, and the money will be used
towards the purchase of an electric scooter.

0o0o

P Tootal OBE, County Field Officer Kent writes:- Thank
you very much for your letter dated 15 August 2000 together
with your generous grant of £400 to Mr C for household debts
and new bedding. Mr C will, of course, be advised of your
kindness. As requested, in view of your increased grant, the
Legion will now look at a grant towards reducing Mr C’s credit
card debt. Thank you also for the Association Newsletter
which the caseworker will give to Mr C I am most gratefu) for
all your assistance in this case.

oQo

James Pitt writes to a SSAFA Secretary, copy to The
Association:- I wish to thank you most deeply for all your
concern, help and contribution to making my parents lives a
little easier in their old age. Without people and organisations
like yourselves, ex soldiers and their families would have a
tougher time than they already do. I can't thank you enough.
On last favour could you send me another copy of the Queen’s
Regiment prayer.

oQ0o

Letter from Secretary SSAFA/FHS Surrey:- | am sending
you a letter from Mrs D which you may wish to show to your
Benevolence Committee. | have kept in regular touch with this
lady. Since the death of her husband, and despite being in
straitened circumstances herself, she has been a regular
volunteer worker for CARE in Haslemere. Sadly her much
loved dog developed a terminal illness and had to be destroyed
two weeks ago. All in all she has had a bad year, but remained
cheerful throughout.

Mrs D has been a credit to her husband’s memory and thus,
indirectly, to his Regiment. I would be most grateful if your
Association could see it’s way clear to providing her with a
grant towards her expenses during the coming year.

I would like to say how much [ appreciate the kindness shown
to my husband. when he was alive and to myself over the past
years. Would you kindly convey my most humble thanks to the
Queen's Royal Surrey Regiment Charity for the cheques [ have
received which have helped me through the most difficult time
in my life. I know Jehovah God moves in mysterious ways his
wonders to perform and I do feel my cry for help was
answered through the Queen's Surreys Association and would
like to say thank you again.

oQo

Mr Brian Scott has passed on to me your letter to him dated
10th July 2000 advising details of the gencrous award that your
Association has again made towards my mother’s nursing
home fees. On her behalf, may I thank you and ask you also to
convey my thanks to your Grants Committee. My mother
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remains in reasonable health and recently enjoyed her 99th
birthday party.

o0o

I must apologise for the length of time it has taken me to write
to you. To cut a long story short, our son has been scriously ill
and his health and welfare have taken up most of our time for
the past two months. My letter of thanks to the ABF has also
been delayed but is now on its way. Thank you again for your
continuing support.

oQ0o

My wife and I wish to thank you very very much for the
cheque of £200 which we received, which helped us in our
needs for different equipment. Thank you again most sincerely

o0o

I am writing to express my sincere thanks for your kind grant
of £400 for the settlement of household debts. I am very
grateful for this.

o0o

I obtained your name and address from Mr John Whiteley,
Field Officer for The Royal British Legion. | am writing to
thank you for the grant of £500 for my husband’s electric
mobility scooter, which was delivered last week. As senior
citizens, struggling on a state pension, there was no way we
would have been able to purchase one. Already it has made a
terrific difference to my husband’s life. Unfortunately he has
Angina, Parkinsons, and three compressed discs in his spine,
but now he can travel around the village, where he has lived
for 78 years and also over the heath, which he loves a great
deal. Thank you so much for your help in his regaining some
independence.

oQ0o

I just had to write to thank your for your very kind and
generous assistance enabling me to purchase a four wheeled
electric scooter. This has transformed my life from being
housebound to being able to get out when I to and giving me
independence. Thanking you once again.

oCo

I am writing this letter to thank you for helping me to have the
use of this lovely electrical scooter as I can get out and about
and do my shopping and life is more worthwhile.

oQo

Museum open day

Rov Harding, Adrian Birtles. Peter Hemmnan and Major Julian Ladd,
officer commanding A Company 3 PWRR, Farnham.




Infantry - the old and the new

Introduction

There have been many changes in the Infantry, particularly in
recent years with the advent of new technologies and the vision
of (he digitised battlespace of the future. However, many basic
things have not changed; the changes could be summarised by
our symbol, the bayonet - we still have one. though its shape
has changed, its role remains. In this article 1 will develop the
theme ol linking the old with the new, as I outline the current
capability of the Infantry.

The combined arms battle

The major aspect that has not changed is our ultimate role.
which is still to close with and kill the enemy; cold steel is
ultimately required! This is illustrated by the current infantry
mission, which is to close with and engage the enemy in all
operational theatres and environments in order to bring about
his defeat in concert with other Arms. This means that our role
must always be placed in context within the combined arms
battle. which is emphasised now more than ever before.
However. battlegrouping is nothing new; one example of this
working in the past was in Dukhovskaya, Siberia in 1919,
when Colonel Ward of the 25th Middlesex Regiment was
under command of a Japanese colonel and commanded an all-
arms grouping of one of his own companies and machine gun
section, one battalion of Czech troops, onc company of
Japanese infantry, 600 Cossack cavalry and a Royal Navy
detachment of four 12-pounders on 2 armoured trains! It is the
successful manoeuvre of combined arms, which is the deciding
factor in battle.

Uniqueness

The Infantry has always had unique characteristics.
Unlortunately, an anonymous Prussian cavalry oflicer once
said that the most important thing of all is the cavalry officer,
after this comes the cavalry officer’s horse, then there is
nothing, after that is the infantry! An immature response to this
observation might be to quote Lieutenant-General Sir lan
Hamilton’s comment on cavalry made during the Russo-
Japanese War, who said that the only use of cavalry was “to
cook rice for the Infantry”, but this would destroy the critical
need (or effective combined arms cooperation (o achieve
success!

One critical requirement is the need to close with and kill the
enemy, despite a manoeuvrist plan employing air power, guns,
tanks and missiles. Against a well motivated and determined
enemy, it is the Infantry, with support from other arms that
must defeat the enemy at close quarters. This is a fact often
forgotten by the media, but amply illustrated by the actions of
Russian infantry in Chechnya in recent months. Tanks,
helicopters, planes and quick firing artillery have made the
infantryman more vulnerable, yet he endures as his role is
essential. Firepower alone cannot decide tactical issues.

The infantryman is the most versatile, flexible and adaptable of
soldiers operating over a variety of climate and terrain. He also
has to operate across the complete spectrum of conflict;
Military Aid to the Civil Authorities, peace support and
Internal Sccurity at onc end to mobile operations in general
war at the other. In all roles. the Infantry is able to march
across all types of terrain in all weathers, maintaining what
Liddell-Hart called loco-mobility. We maintain other unique
features. as well as our variety of dress! This includes our
numbers and reputation. We still make up 26% of Army
manpower and the British Army has historically gained its
reputation from its infantry. As Marshal Soult said after his
defeat from some of our forebears at Albuhera (Buffs, East
Surreys and Middlesex), “There is no beating these troops in
spite of their generals: I abways thought them bad soldiers, but

now I am sure of it: for I turned their right and penetrated
their centre: they were completely beaten: the day was mine
and vyet they did not know it and would not run’. This
reputation of our Infantry remains intact today, as has been
witnessed by foreign observers in the Gull, Northern freland,
Bosnia, Kosovo, and Sierra Leone. Our operational
commitments also remain high, as 92% of the Infantry were
either deployed, about to deploy or were recovering from
operations last year (the figure was 47% across the Army as a
whole). Also, the Infantryman needs to be tougher than other
soldiers, as he is likely to suffer the worst conditions; he needs
to be fitter than others and even today his basic skills are to be
able to march, shoot and dig.

Roles

The basic role of the infantryman has not changed, but the
battlefield on which he fights is hugely different. For example,
the introduction of the Warrior vehicle has not changed our
roles, but enhanced our ability to carry out our roles more
efficiently and effectively. The aim may be, as Sun Tsu said to
defeat the enemy without loss. but at some stage someone has
(0 be committed to closing with him, whether it be to find him
fix him or strike him. That is the Infantryman’s role.

Warrior

One of our major tasks is to conduct offensive operations in a
combined arms environment. Warrior allows us to do this most
effectively and there arc now 9 Armoured Infantry battalions
(eg 1 PWRR) equipped with this vehicle, as a result of the
Strategic Defence Review. It keeps pace with armour, has
excellent protection and impressive firepower with its 30mm
rarden cannon and 7.62mm chain gun. Mechanised Infantry
battalions (eg 2 PWRR), of which there are now 6 are
equipped with the Saxon vehicle, which has some strategic and
tactical mobility, some protection, but no significant firepower.
Air Assault battalions, of which there are 3, are lightly
equipped and will work closely with the awesome firepower of
Apache in the next few years. At present, they can form
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aviation and airmobile/airborne battlegroups with the anti-tank
equipped Lynx helicopter regiments. The remaining 22
battalions of the Regular Infantry (not including the Home
Service Royal Irish Regiment battalions and the Combined
Arms Training Centre Battlegroup) form Light Infantry. All of
these different types of battalions are equipped with varying
numbers of similar equipment, depending on their role. This
varies the balance between firepower, protection and mobility.
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Weapon systems

All battalions are equipped with Milan, which is a wirc-guided

anti-armour missile with a maximum range of nearly 2000m.
There is also the 94mm Light Anti-Armour Weapon (LAW),
which is a single shot throw-away item with a battle range of
300m and can be issued to almost every man. In the combined
arms environment, these anti-armour weapons supplement the
fire from other direct tire weapons, such as from tanks and
helicopters and indirect fire from artillery and mortars.

All battalions are currently cquipped with nine 8 1mm mortars,
the Commanding Officer’s only guaranteed indirect fire asset.
high explosive, smoke and illumination can be fired out to
various ranges up to about 5%2 kms. Rifle platoons have the
51 mm mortar, which is not dissimilar to the old 2 inch. but has
a much greater range and can also fire high explosive, smoke
and illumination rounds (800m).

Non Armoured Infantry battalions have a Sustained Fire
Machine Gun Piatoon (SF PIl), which employs nine 7.62mm
General Purpose Machine Guns (GPMG). Further GPMGs are
available in the light role to supplement the 5.56mm Individual
Weapon and Light Support Weapon (LSW). Eight teams of
snipers arc also available and their firepower outweighs their
small numbers, as has been proved in history and continues to
be affirmed on operations and on tactical exercises with laser
simulation equipment.

In Armoured Infantry battalions, the Recce Platoon is equipped
with 8 Scimitar vehicles, whilst Mechanised Infantry use Sabre
and Light Infantry are land-rover or foot borne. Both the
Scimitar and the Sabre are equipped with the same 30mm
rarden cannon as Warrior. The Recce Platoon finds the enemy,
providing the intelligence that determines the commander’s
plan. However, it rarely does this effectively on its own; its
work is done in conjunction with aviation, enginecrs, artillery
and air assets. In addition, Electronic Warfare may provide
further information.
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All of these weapon systems working in conjunction with
combined arms allow the infantry to participate effectively in
offensive, defensive and delay operations, as well as their
transitional stages, such as the advance to contact.

Light infantry

Light Infantry remain invaluable for many of these tasks,
despite their lack of armoured vehicles. They make best use of
their advantages, such as for defence in close country (built up

and forests/woods) and any dismounted role. They are
always needed for many of the less glamorous roles, such as
prisoner of war guarding in the Gulf War. Their employability
was again illustrated in the advance into Kosovo, when light
infantry were used by 5 Airborne Brigade to piquet the routes
into the country.

Territorial Army

The TA has now been dramatically cut from 33 battalions to 15
and The Regiment is lucky to be one of only two to maintain
its own cap-badged battalion (3 PWRR (V)- 4 PARA (V) is the
other). The emphasis within the TA has shifted from the Cold
War infantry support to logistic Combat Service Support. The
TA infantry supports all of the regular activities mentioned, but
on a much smaller scale than in the recent past, as its reduced
size and limited support weapon capability indicates.

Commitments

Whilst the size of the Infantry has reduced, its commitments
have increased in recent years. We still maintain the capability
to operate in desert/arid, jungle and cold weather
environments. However, the Royal Marines are now the only
troops able to operate in extremely cold weather conditions
(there is no longer an infantry battalion permanently
committed to the Allied Command Europe Mobile Force
(Land) AMF (L). Our parachuting skills have also becen
reduced, as there is now only one in role parachute battalion.
However, the United Kingdom still has many international
commitments and seeks to maintain its key role in various
organisations such as the United Nations and NATO, with the
capability of projecting force worldwide, using the Joint Rapid
Reaction Forces (JRRF). Our Infantry are, therefore, more
operationally committed than cver before.

The future

The Infantry continues to change in shape. It has been
recognised that in a warfighting role in the future, the Infantry
will have 1o be able to provide more effect than it does in
current structures; greater firepower and larger battalion
structures will be required. Equipment is becoming
increasingly complicated and the amount of information being
transmitted around the battlefield is becoming more complex
and difficult to handle. Boundaries are also becoming blurred.
In order to cope with these changes, command, control,
communication and information systems need to be better
coordinated and 1o be able to cope with this plethora of data.
This situation will lead to the digitised battlespace. A future
Infantry battalion of 2010 will need a duplicate battlegroup
headquarters, secure communications, a sophisticated
information, surveillance and target acquisition system, morc
crew-served weapons and an additional rifle company in order
to light effectively. Already these structural changes are
beginning to occur.

Conclusion

Ultimately, the Infantryman still needs to be able to close with
and kill the enemy; he still needs to be able to march, shoot
and dig! However, this will only be successful if he works
closely with other arms and develops his capability to operate
within the digitised battlespace of the future.
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