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Regimental and Association Events

2002

THE GLORIOUS FIRST OF JUNE. (1794).

5 OMA Annual Dinner, Drill Hall, Farnham. Details from I Chatfield, 13 Wood Road, Farncombe, Godalming,
Surrey GU7 3NN. Tel 01483 429425.

Queen's Royal Surrey Regiment Association Annual Church Service, Guildford Cathedral 11 am for 11.15 am.
The service this year will commemorate Her Majesty, The Queen's Golden Jubilee and the Tercentenary of the
raising of Villiers' Marines.

PWRR Grand Reunion - Aldershot.

MINDEN DAY (1759).

2 PWRR move to Ternhill, Shropshire.

Tercentenary: Raising of Meredith’s Regiment (Royal Hampshire Regiment) - Winchester.

2/6th and 2/7th Bn Queen’s Royal Regiment OCA Combined Annual Reunion at The Union Jack Club.
Details from Major M R Nason TD, 64 Westfield Road. Barnehurst, Kent DA7 6LR.

SALERNO DAY (1943).

Museum Open Day - Clandon - Meet your Mates.

Queen’s Royal Surrey Museum Trustees Meeting - Clandon.

Queen’s Surreys Officers’ Club Ladies Luncheon - Clandon.

Golf Society Autumn Meeting.

East Surrey OCA Reunion, Clapham Junction.

A service to commemorate the Battle of El Alamein. Westminster Abbey 12 Noon. See details on page 18.
Annual Reunion - Union Jack Club. (Details enclosed).

Field of Remembrance - Westminster Abbey, London. 1 lam.

Remembrance Day Parades - Guildford - Kingston - Hailes Church, Camberwell - Southwark,
Bermondsey and the Cenotaph - London.

PWRR Officers’ Club Regimental Dinner, Cavalry and Guards Club, London.
BRITISH BATTALION DAY (1941).

2003

The Queen’s Royal Surrey Regiment Council Meeting.
SOBRAON DAY (1846).

Queen’s Royal Surrey Museum Meeting - Clandon.

Queen’s Royal Surrey Territorial Trustees Meeting - Clandon.
Queen’s Royal Surreys Charity - Officers’ Club and Association Meetings.
YPRES DAY (1915).

Golf Society Spring meeting - Sudbrooke Park.

Golf v Royal Marines Fleet.

ALBUHERA DAY (1811).

Annual Church Service - Guildford Cathedral.

MINDEN DAY,

SALERNO DAY (1943).

Annual Reunion - Union Jack Club.

Remembrance Day Parades - Guildford - Kingston - Hailes Church, Camberwell - Southwark,
Bermondsey and the Cenotaph - London.

Editorial

This is my last Newsletter as Editor and I shall ‘retire’ for the
third time after the annual church service. It is therefore
incumbent upon me to thank a number of individuals. Since
1983 when I became Editor, I have received considerable
support and assistance which has contributed enormously to
the success of the Newsletter.

Firstly my thanks go to the late Richard Ford, who died as this
edition was going to press. He helped with all editions and
Supplements; to my old sparring partner ‘Rupert’ who has
given his advice and pearls of wisdom so freely to young
officers over the years; Penny James and Roy Harding from
the museum, who have produced photo albums so promptly;
George Robinson who produced the various cartoons of
regimental history; to ‘Corporal’ George Harris. his family
Elaine, John and James, our printers at Sandwich. Their advice
and expertise has made the task of Editor much easier.

To Brigadier Jonathon Riley, who recently completed the
Colours Supplement which accompanies this Newsletter and
has assisted in several historical projects over the years; Chris
Collins who produces the cartoons to accompany the ‘Rupert’
articles and many other pieces of artwork.

To the late Peter Hill (and Daphne) who were always very
supportive, Peter in his gentle way and Daphne not quite so
gentle, I learned much from Peter. not only the history of the
Surreys but as a former Secretary and Editor, he always gave
wise and practical counsel.

A special thank you from us all to John and Valerie Fowler;
since [ became Editor they have supplied the paper on which
the Newsletter is printed and have very generously said that
they will continue to do so.

To the Presidents and various Trustees with whom I have
worked since 1983, thank you all for your support to me as
Secretary and Editor, and since 1995 to John Rogerson at
RHQ. who will continue to run the benevolence for the
Association.

To the many members who have contributed long articles,
short ones, or newspaper cuttings, which may be of interest to
other readers. Above all, the members who have written or
telephoned the sad news of a comrade’s death, and of course
the letters of congratulation and the few ‘brick-bats’ because I
had not included enough history and news from ‘their’ side of
the Regiment!

Over the years two artists have contributed their water-colours
and paintings which have appeared on the front covers, centre
pages, Christmas cards and calendars, [ refer of course to
Charles Stadden and Bryan Fosten, both outstanding military
artists and both so knowledgeable concerning dress, equipment
and military history, thank you both for being so helpful
personally not only during my time as Secretary/Editor.

My appreciation goes to Tommy Atkins who has been my
mentor since the Berlin Airlift and to the many other helpers
too numerous to mention my grateful thanks.

Finally, a welcome to your new Editor, Tony Russell. I am
confident you will continue to give him support in the years to
come. Remember Tony, the first ten years are the worst -after
that it is all downhill! The only other advice I perhaps, can pass
on to you is to try and be as tactful and diplomatic as me and
remember “it’s all done by kindness™!

Take care, God Bless
Les Wilson

President’s Notes

Since the last newsletter [ am delighted to report that our new
Association Secretary, Tony Russell, is now well settled in and
we have also agreed and signed the lease for the museum with
the National Trust. The museum refurbishment is almost
completed and I am certain that you will be pleased with the
result. I would like to congratulate Adrian Birtles, the
Chairman of the Museum Trustees, and his team for the
excellent work they have done and re-opening the museum on
time for the re-opening of Clandon Park - so many projects fail
to meet their target date. The refurbished museum will be
formally opened on 17th May and we are delighted that the
Chairman of the National Trust, Mr Charles Nunnerley, has
agreed to do this. We hope to work in close partnership with
the National Trust in the coming years and that we will have a
long term future in Clandon House which we believe is in both
our interest and that of the National Trust.

We celebrated the tercentenary of the Regiment in Aden in
1961. This marked the tercentenary of the raising of the
Tangier Regiment of Foot, which became the Queen’s Royal
Regiment and which. with the East Surrey Regiment, formed
The Queen’s Royal Surrey Regiment when we amalgamated in
1959; the Regimental Colour was trooped and HRH the
Princess Alexandra took the salute. This year we mark the
tercentenary of the raising of the Villiers’ Marines from whom
The East Surrey Regiment was descended. We do this at our
annual service at Guildford Cathedral on Sunday 9th June
when we celebrate Her Majesty the Queen’s Golden Jubilee.
We expect a large turnout for the service and the Lord
Lieutenant has kindly agreed to take the salute when the old
comrades march past after the service.

You will know that Major Peter Hill died recently aged 90 - a
good innings - He was an outstanding regimental officer and
devoted himself to the Regiment and particularly the museum
for many years. To his widow, Daphne, we offer our deepest
sympathy.

This is Les Wilson’s last Newsletter and he is retiring yet again
although I expect him to remain much in evidence. He will
continue to serve us as a trustee on the Regimental Charity and
as a member of the Regimental Council. [ have no doubt that
we will all wish to call on his extensive memory of regimental
matters from time to time. I would like. on behalf of all
members of the Association, to thank Les for his outstanding
contribution to the Regiment over many years.

With best wishes
Bob Acworth

oQo

The Princess of Wales’s Royal Regiment

The Regiment is in fine form and just about
fully recruited. This is unique in today’s army
and is all thanks to the effort of many
members of the Regiment’s recruiting teams
and input of Regimental money.

The 1st Battalion is still based in Tidworth
and returns for another tour of Kosovo in
May 2002 in the Armoured Warrior role. The period covering
the end of last year up to now has been hectic and busy. They
had a training team in South Arabia which was very successful.
This did not receive much publicity as the emotive subject of
British troops training the South Arabian Forces might have
caused a media nightmare.

‘C’ Company hosted a French Company from the 35 Infanterie
Regiment and then went to Alsace to train with them. Their
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fresh rations of raw horse meat and armadillo giblets were
questioned? Recces for the next tour have taken place, The
Battalion will return to Pristina. The summer is the traditional
fighting season and the Kosovo Albanian insurgents will be
looking for the usual scrap.

Training has taken place in Otterburn and Dartmoor and
Sennybridge to the usual mixture of good and really awful
weather. The Battalion is in fine form.

The 2nd Battalion is based in Aldershot and will Arms Plot
move to Ternhill (Shropshire) in August 2002. This means that
they give up their role as Mechanised Infantry (Saxon) and
move to a new role of difficult terrain and fast deployment The
Battalion has a new Commanding Officer, Lieutenant Colonel
J P Clover MBE as Lieutenant Colonel S F Deakin OBE has
been promoted and moved to the Staff. Arms Plot move time is
a hectic period with a thousand and one things to do, from
administration along with recces and continual briefing of
families and all ranks, They will just have time to settle in the
new Barracks spending Christmas and then off to Kenya on
Exercise in January for eight weeks. It is then into intensive
Northern Ireland training and deployment to Northern Ireland
in June 2003. The Battalion will be sad to leave Aldershot.

Since the last input into the journal the Battalion has supported
other units training for Northern Ireland. run inter platoon
competitions, completed various Skill at Arms competitions
and run various Tiger Trophy sports competitions. The
Battalion's ski teams (Alpine and Nordic) did well in the
Divisional Competitions narrowly missing out on a place in the
Army Championships. In addition Captain J Featherstone is
planning a major expedition to Costa Rica in July. The 2nd
Battalion will also be hosting the Grand Reunion.

The 3rd Battalion is going from strength to strength, with
Lieutenant Colonel Patrick Crowley ensuring that life is worth
while in the TA. The continued annual cycle of training has
moved from fighting in woods or forests (FIWAF) to urban
operations. Each different scenario requires separate specialists
skills. The Battalion entered a successful team in the Cambrian
Patrol competition in Wales and also exercised with the French
in France. The Battalion’s Shooting Teams seem to win every
competition in sight! There are also twenty-three members of
the Battalion serving in Full Time Reserve Service (FTRS)
with the Regular Army in Sierra Leone, Bosnia, Kosovo,
Cyprus and Germany. This is excellent and produces a
professional backbone to the Battalions. Sport has also been
covered with teams entering sailing, golf and adventure
training and a fifty mile charity run.

‘B’ (Queen’s Regiment) Company The London Regiment are
now training at Platoon Offensive level which has involved
weekend training sessions at SPTA and local areas. The
Company took part in the ceremony of the new Lord Mayor of
London and joined the march past. They came second in the
SF (concentration) which was a UK concentration. This was an
excellent achievement. They also have FTRS soldiers serving
in Bosnia and UK. The Company is in fine form under the
command of Major Alex Bond.

‘C’ (The Duke of Connaughts Own) PWRR Company The
Royal Rifle Volunteers goes from strength to strength. The
Colonel of the Regiment visited the platoon in the Isle of
Wight in February and saw training and gave a lecture on the
Isle of Wight Rifles. This was to a packed drill hall of
Company personnel, Association members and Cadets. They
are now working up for Annual Camp in the Ukraine in
September 2002.

In summary the Regiment is in fine form and well motivated.

AM

Your new Association Secretary and Editor
Major Tony Russell MBE

On commissioning from the Royal
Military Academy Sandhurst in July
1971, Tony Russell joined I
Queen’s in Berlin where he served
as a platoon commander for a year
before moving to Bulford with the
battalion in 1972. Following two
years in England with 1 Queen’s, he
was posted to the Depot the Queen’s
Division as a recruit platoon
commander. He rejoined | Queen’s
in January 1977 and over the next
six years served in BAOR, Canada,
England, Belize and Northern
Ireland. This tour of regimental duty culminated with almost
three years as adjutant 1 Queen’s, following which he attended
the Army Staff Course at Shrivenham and Camberley.

Having spent 1985 and 1986 as SO2 G3 Trg, HQ SW District
in Bulford, he rejoined 1 Queen’s as OC A (Tangier) Company
in early 1987 when the battalion moved to Tidworth. In Spring
1989 he took up the appointment of Training, Intelligence and
Security Officer with 7/10 UDR in Belfast. In 1991 he began
nearly six years in MOD London working on Reserve Forces’
policy, initially for the Army and then in a new tri-service
Central Staff Directorate.

In January 1997 he went as a member of the British Military
Advisory and Training Team, South Africa, and was awarded
the MBE for his work there. He returned to MOD London in
August 1999, working in the Directorate for Central and
Eastern Europe as the desk officer dealing with defence policy
for Ukraine and the South Caucasus. In April 2002 at the age
of 50. Tony Russell retired from the Army in order to take up
the appointment of Association Secretary.

Tony has been married to Lorraine for over twenty-five years
and they have been blessed with three daughters.

oQ0o

What they said

Some official views of warfare and Empire.

A British battalion commander inspecting troops at Singapore -
“Don’t you think they are worthy of some better enemy than
the Japanese?".

A Brigadier-General before the Somme, 1916 - “You will be
able to go over the top with a walking stick, you will not need
rifles. When you get to Thiepval you will find the Germans all
dead, not even a rar will have survived .

General Douglas Haig, 1915 - “The machine gun is a much
overrated weapon, two per battalion is more than sufficient”.

Adolf Hitler, 1943 - “The duty of the men at Stalingrad is to be
dead”.

Alphonse Etienne, a former French minister, on the subject of
French infantry uniforms in 1914 - “Eliminate the red
trousers? Never! Le pantalon rouge ¢’est la France”.

Lord Melville, First Lord of the Admiralty, 1828 - “Their
Lordships felt it their bounden duty to discourage to the utmost
of their ability the use of steam vessels, as they considered that
the introduction of steam was calculated to strike a fatal blow
to the naval supremacy of the Empire ™.

RF

Sources: The Guiness Books of Military and Naval Blunders.

The Queen’s Royal Surrey Regiment Charity
Description of the Charity

The Charity is an amalgamation of several former Charities, now regulated by a single Sealed Scheme of the Charity Commissioners,

for benevolent and memorial purposes relating to the relief of need, hardship or distress of persons (and their dependants) who have

served in, and for promoting the efficiency and maintaining the traditions of, the County Infantry Regiments of Surrey and their
successors in title.

The Trustees

A body of eight Trustees, three ex-officio and five nominated, govern the charity. New trustees are nominated and appointed by
mutual consent of existing trustees.

Policy in Pursuant of Charity’s Aims -
The policy of the Trustees continues to be :-

a. by all lawful means (including underwriting the costs of Newsletters and Reunions) to make and maintain contact with all
members of the Regimental Association, with informally affiliated Old Comrades Associations of former founding Regiments
and Battalions and with all others who have served or are serving, in order to identify those in need.

b.  to maintain contact with SSAFA Forces Help Society and other bodies able to investigate the needs of such persons.

c. to make grants or donations to or for the benefit of, and to provide holidays, electric wheelchairs and other equipment comforts
and aids for such persons.

d.  to make grants to charitable organisations, hospitals, homes or institutions which include in their objectives the assistance of
persons and their dependants who have served in the Regiments or Former Regiments.

e. to make grants and donations towards the running of the Regimental Museums and the maintenance of memorials and chapels
commemorating the deeds of the Regiment and its successors and those who served in them.

f.  to make grants and donations for the provision of recreational and other facilities (not covered by public funds) for the Regular
and Territorial Battalions of The Princess of Wales’s Royal Regiment (Queen’s and Royal Hampshires).

Benevolence

During 2001 a total of two hundred and twelve cases were investigated and one hundred and seventy five individual grants-in-aid
were approved. In the majority of cases the grants were for home furnishings, debts. particularly gas, electricity, rent arrears, and
travel. The association helped provide twenty-one further wheelchairs or mobility scooters, nineteen sets of orthopaedic furniture and
contributed to nine convalescent holidays.

The Charity administered thirty ABF Annuities and the ABF generously contributed £50 per month per case. During this period we
have renewed or arranged for seven Nursing Home Fees of £624 ABF and £154 Association per case, per year to be paid for our
soldiers or their widows to be looked after. We have one resident in Gifford House. with one other member there for a short stay during
the year. -

The Charity paid out £44,656 as individual grants-in-aid. Of the forty cases not receiving a grant, local Councils/Charities or other
Regimental Charities assisted twenty after we had contacted them. Ten cases were not receiving such allowances as Attendance,
Mobility or Rent Rebate. The ABF total grants and annuities in support were £19,248. Association Branch Secretaries have the
SSAFA and Forces Help Half-Yearly Handbook, for them to deal direct with the local caseworkers..

The Trustees would again like to pay tribute to the Army Benevolent Fund. which is always helpful with prompt action and advice.
SSAFA, Forces Help Society and The Royal British Legion investigate the majority of our cases and to their caseworkers we are
particularly grateful for all their assistance. During this last year we have also assisted St Dunstaners and members who are being
cared for by the Ex-Services Mental-Welfare-Society, War Pensions Agency, Combat Stress, The Officers’ Association, The Hospice
Care Centres and the Returned Services League of Australia.

Benevolence Guidance

The Benevolence Sub Committee operated in accordance with the Charity Sealed Scheme paragraph 27 and meets not less than
monthly to approve requests from Service and Civilian organisations looking after the needs of serving soldiers and those who have
served in our Regiments and their immediate dependants. The Trustees review periodically the maximum individual grant that the
Benevolence Sub Committee, currently £500 in one year, can authorise without referring to the Trustees.

Association Review

The Trustees now meet twice yearly during which they review the recommendations made in the Doyle Report. A Financial Sub -
Committee has been formed to monitor all finances, review budgets and to make recommendations to the Trustees. A new Association
Secretary has been appointed to take over all Association matters apart from Benevolence by 2nd April 2002. This is in accordance
with the restructuring of staff at RHQ PWRR. The new Secretary will be salaried and employed by the Association.

Museum

The Museum has been closed during 2001 whilst the planned refurbishment was implemented in time for re-opening in 2002. The

Trustees appointed a quantity surveyor to oversee and monitor the £250,000 refitting programme. The National Trust has approved
the new lease, which includes the sharing of an existing room.

The Trustees remain mindful of the limited tenure and will continue to seek a long-term solution for the museum collection. The
Trustees believe that the museum is a major asset for Clandon Park and hope to market the museum with Clandon Park House in
partnership with the trust.



The Queen’s Royal Surrey Regiment Association

Home: 01722 790583
Home: 01425 652084

Work: 01227 818053
Fax: 01227 818057
Home:01932 346232
Fax: 01932 346232

Work: 01453 768622
Home: 01753 840437

President Brigadier R W Acworth CBE
Chairman Lieutenant Colonel F B Herd TD JP DL

Benevolence Secretary ~ Major J C Rogerson

Secretary and Editor Major A W Russell MBE

Legal Adviser Major M J Jarratt

Hon Treasurer G A J Cameron

Branch Secretaries

S5th Bn OMA-QRR: I Chatfield Esq , 13 Wood Road, Farncombe, Godalming, Surrey GU7 3NN Tel: 01483 429425

6th Bn OCA-QRR: J T Brown Esq, 6 Lawrence House, Millbank Estate, London SWIP 4ED Tel: 0207 8210028
7th Bn OCA-QRR: Major J M A Tamplin MBE TD. 10 Hugh Street SWI Tel: 0207 8340120
2/6th Bn OCA-QRR: Major M A Nason TD, 64 Westfield Road, Barnehurst, Kent DA7 6LR Tel: 0132 2527017
2/7th Bn OCA-QRR: Colonel D E Blum OBE, 85 Thameside, Staines, Middlesex TW 18 2HF Tel: 01784 450483
East Surrey Reunion: F A W Ramsey Esq MM, 20 Lavender Road, Carshalton, Surrey SMS 3EF Tel: 0208 4012070
WOs and Sgts Assoc: P Henman Esq, 35 Downside Road, Sutton. Surrey SM2 5SHR Tel: 0208 6420585
2/6th East Surrey Maj A J Redfern MC TD, Courtlands, 12 Kent House, Sheen Rd,
St Valery Assoc: Richmond. Surrey TW10 5AV Tel: 0208 9402191
Queen'’s Surreys ( Kent) Branch:

R F Harper Esq, 7 De Havilland Close, Hawkinge, Kent CT18 7FE Tel: 01303 891970
Queen’s Surreys (Suffolk) Branch:

D J Gardner Esq, 106 Oakes Road, Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk 1P32 6QS Tel: 01284 753160
1st Surrey Rifles T W Young Esq BEM, 38 Stanstead Manor, St James Road, Sutton, Surrey Tel: 0208 643 6189

Queen’s Surreys (South West) Branch
H Stewart Esq, 1 Evenlode Av, Waddon, Cheltenham, Glos GL52 5NR Tel: 01242 239121

Letters of appreciation - We append below some of the letters your Secretary has received

I would like to express my gratitude to you for helping me and my family in our hour of need. We have been struggling since I had an
accident in 1996, and things seemed to go from bad to worse. I had just about given up. when a friend told me about SSAFA. They
helped me and being ex Queen'’s, said nothing is too much for a fellow ex-serviceman. SSAFA sent out a case worker who [ believe
got in touch with your Association. To my surprise we had a reply within a week. So Sir, it is with the greatest respect I say, thank you
all very much.

o0o

[ have just received the grant from Mr Andrews of SSAFA, and my wife and I are so grateful for it makes so much difference to us. I
understand that the grant stops next month and we will miss it, and thank you for your efforts in the past. I was thinking a few days ago,
that when I first polished my East Surrey cap badge in 1928, that now over seventy three years later I would have cause to be so grateful.
The cap badge now has pride of place in my thirteen year old Great Grandson's bedroom (he at the moment wants to join the SAS).

oQo

On behalf of my husband Mr A, I would like to thank you very much for all your help with the application and receipt of a cheque for
£500 from The Queen’s Royal Surrey Regiment Association, towards the cost of a shower installation.

oc0o

[ am writing to you today to say a very big thank you for the money for my wife’s powerpack for her wheelchair. I just wanted you to
know how much we appreciate it as I suffer (rom breathing ditficulties and have had an awful job getting my wife out and about. This
will make our everyday lives a lot easier.

o0o0

Because my husband can’t write himself, [ am writing this letter on his behalf. We would both like to thank you for your kind
contribution you gave towards a powered wheelchair for him. [t’s going to make a difference to both of us due to his illness. Also
thank you for the Newsletter and Supplement, they are both very interesting. Thank you once again for your help and support.

oQo

§)

Just to say how much I appreciate the kindness shown to me from my husband’s regiment (The Queen’s), that my husband was very
proud to be a part of. As this card indicates, spring will soon be here with daffodils and narcissi etc. It is something to look forward
to. Thanking you 2002 times.

o0Q0o

P Tootal, RBL County Field Officer, Kent, writes:- Thank you very much for your letter, together with your generous grant of £212
to Mr B towards heating and hot water repairs. Mr B will, of course, be advised of your kindness. I am most grateful for your
assistance with this application.

o0o

Captain J Streatfield-James, SSAFA Surrey writes:- 1 have just received your cheque for £500 towards Mrs C’s household
expenses. She 1s most grateful for the help of the Queen’s Royal Surrey Regiment Charity and will be writing to you direct, in due
course. In the interim, would you please pass her thanks - and mine - to your President and Trustees. Once again, may I say how
impressed I am with your Association’s swift and kind response to a call for help from the family of an ex-Queensman. I will, with
much pleasure, keep you in touch with Private C’s widow for as long as you wish.

o0o

P Tootal, RBL County Field Officer, Kent, writes:- Thank you very much for your letter, together with your generous grant of £300
to Mr D towards a new Dual Control Sunrise Medical Volunteer P100 wheelchair. Mr D will, of course, be advised of your kindness.
Thank you also for the Association Newsletter which the caseworker will give to Mr D. I note that you have forwarded the application
to the Royal Artillery Charitable Fund requesting that they also consider a grant of £300 and I am most grateful for your assistance
with this case.

o00o

B Williams SSAFA/FHS writes regarding Nursing Home fees:- Further to your letter of the 10th December 2001 with cheque for
£780 towards shortfall of the nursing home fees for Mr E. I have written to the ABF to thank them for the grant but telt I should write
to thank you also. Unfortunately the shortfall of fees seem to crop up more and more, although Mr E is not able to appreciate the
grants in his mental state, they do enable him to continue to have the care he is used to. Thank you once more.

00o

Lt Col S Overton, RBL writes:- Thank you so much for your kind and generous cheque for £100 towards the costs of Mr F
attending the outing on 5th October 2001. We are most grateful. Mr F has been advised of the source of the grant and has requested
that we convey his genuinely sincere thanks and appreciation to your Welfare Committee for their generosity. We have also forwarded
your Association Newsletter to him. Once again, so very many thanks for your kind support of this most deserving gentleman. It is
very much appreciated albeit certainly not in any way taken for granted.

o0o

D F Oldershaw, SSAFA Wiltshire, writes:- Many thanks for your support of Mrs G and also for the copy of the Newsletter. Most
interesting. I was with the 2nd of Foot wearing the Lamb and Flag!

o0o

Mrs Pat Reid, Divisional Secretary, SSAFA writes:- Thank you very much for the generous grant to pay for Mrs H’s washing
machine. She is delighted and I am sure that she will be writing to you herself.

I have today received a letter from Mrs Pat Reid, Divisional Secretary for SSAFA (Wiltshire Branch, Marlborough & Amesbury
Division), informing me of your kind grant of £390 towards my new washing machine. My husband served as a bandsman in the old
East Surrey Regimental Band, based in Kingston-upon-Thames. This is very welcome and, once again, my heartfelt thanks.

o00o

J G Griffiths, Divisional Secretary SSAFA/FHS writes from Blaenau, Ffestiniog, Gwynedd:- Thank you for fowarding the
cheque for £600. Mrs 1 is very grateful for the annuity. I will pass this to the SSAFA Treasurer who will issue me with a cheque every
month to deliver by hand to Mrs L. This way I can “keep an eye’ on her health and welfare. Thank you for your assistance.

oQo

Extract of a letter to County Field Officer, Dorset:- I write on behalf of my mother, Mrs J, to thank you for your letter dated 30th
January 2002.

Whilst Mum has recovered well from her heart bypass operation last year she has recently suffered a series of chest infections which
required hospitalisation for a long period. I am pleased to report that she is recovering and we hope that she will return home within a
few weeks. In any event we were all very pleased with the help that Mum received from the Royal British Legion and. particularly,
the care that she enjoyed during her stay as a respite patient at the Dunkirk Memorial Hospital. It assisted immeasurably with her
recovery after her operation. Please convey our gratitude to the Royal Signals Association. the Queen’'s Royal Surrey Regimental
Association. and the Queen’s Own Buffs Regimental Association for their kindness and generosity. We also thank you all sincerely
for your assistance and the generosity. My mother has asked that you convey her respects to Mr K Hadfield RBL and thank him for
all he did on her behalf.



Museum Notes

It is good to report that when Clandon Park House opened for
the 2002 season on 24th March, your Museum opened with it;
thus achieving our own objective and our commitment to the
National Trust to be open to the public again by Easter 2002.

Needless to say perhaps, a great deal of work has been done in
the period since the November Newsletter to achieve this, and
there were times when even your optimistic Museum Chairman
was biting his nails as the deadline approached relentlessly and
there still seemed to be so much to do. Of course, there stll is
more to do: much of this is just the final refinements to the new
displays (and please do tell us about the “deliberate mistakes”
that you spot when you visit the Museum, we shall be grateful
and put them right).

But there are two particular things worth mentioning; the
Regimental Association Trustees generously funded an
additional showcase to house our splendid collection of
medals, which was installed only just before re-opening.
Laying out the medals will be a major task likely to take
several months, so apologies for this temporary
incompleteness, but visitors will be able to watch this taking
shape during the Summer. Secondly, the Museum Trustees
decided to commission a display to commemorate the late
Major Peter Hill, one of the Museum’s Founding Fathers and a
personification of all that the Regiment stands for; this display
should be installed during the season.

The re-opening on 24th March was without ceremony - back to
“business as usual” and a slight sigh of relief as well as
considerable elation, but we are delighted that the Chairman of
the National Trust, Charles Nunneley, will be coming in May
to perform the formal re-opening. Our strengthening
partnership with the National Trust to make all aspects of
Clandon Park a success is most important for the Museum’s
future.

Of course, the less spectacular but very important business of
the Museum as a centre for research and information has

continued throughout the refurbishment, not to mention the
mail order business of the Museum Shop, and these have been
managed by our staff in addition to all the other pressures on
their time, and we must be grateful to Penny and Roy for their
dedication and calm throughout this period. The Museum
Trustees have met as usual to keep the formal business on
track, and our volunteers have continued their regular
Wednesday sessions to further rescarch and safeguard our
archives. The Museum does need more volunteers, particularly
to act as stewards when the Museum is open (but also for other
things); age limits 17 to 97, hours to suit you (regular or
occasional), no experience required; this is good fun in
pleasant surroundings and we cannot operate the Museum
without our volunteers, so if you think you (or anyone you
know) might be interested, please contact me, or Penny or Roy
at the Museum.

A great deal has been done in the last year to ensure that the
Regiment continues to have a first-class Museum which it can
be proud of. I hope that as many members as possible of the
Association will visit during the season. I think you will enjoy
your visit, and you are assured of a warm welcome. Opening
times are as before, Sundays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays,
Thursdays and Bank Holidays until 3rd November, [2noon -
5pm, free entry to the Museum. The Museum Open Day this
year will be on Sunday, 15th September.

AB
Kicked into fame

The Regimental Museum at Clandon has earned itself a place
in the BBC’s published History Magazine.

An article entitled “The March of History” briefly reviews
various Regimental Museums in the country and in quoting the
selections of exhibits acquired over the years, comments on
“......the football kicked across No Man’s Land on the first day
of the Somme by The East Surrey Regiment, on display now at
Clandon Park. Guildford......”

J Chandler sent the following e-mail to the museum

Now well past my sale buy date and fast approaching gone
with the wind, it was nice to come across this site belonging to
my old regiment. It brought back memories of old long gone
comrades and a feeling of pride, that we belonged to the best
and most certainly did our best, good luck and God bless keep
the old flag flying high.

Regards, John Chandler, just an old Infantry soldier.

Editor’s note, Details of the Association and Newsletters have
been despatched to Mr Chandler. In the meantime on behalf of
all members of the Association all good wishes to My Chandler
and forget the ‘sell by date’!

A Treasure Trail

Seemingly having been intent on improving his fortunes,
Captain George Dobson Young found himself being Court
Martialled on 5th June 1843 at Umballa in India.

It was alleged that having received information that treasure
was concealed or buried within the fort of Khytul, he had failed
to report the facts to the appropriate military or civil authorities
but, with assistance of other officers and servants, had searched
for it, found it, and unlawfully extracted part of it. As part of
his search he had dug through the wall in the Tykhana where
the treasure was concealed. So that his efforts should not be
discovered he had posted two native sentries there as an
impromptu security measure.

Acquitted of any criminal or “dishonest or unworthy motives”,
he was nevertheless convicted of failing to report the find and
having made unauthorised search for it, actions which the court
considered to be “an error in judgement to which they attached
no criminality”.

His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief in India expressed
displeasure with the results of the case, being of the opinion
that an element of criminality was involved.

He condemned any practices of unauthorised searches in the
future.

o0o

Civilian Hero

Many members of our Regiments have won awards for
gallantry while serving, but one of them gained his after return
to civilian life.

Percy Barnard Weller served in The East Surrey Regiment in
the First World War but during the second was employed at the
Schermuly explosives factory at Newdigate, Surrey.

On the 16th May 1941 an explosion accompanied by fire
occurred in one of the buildings. A workman by the name of
Clark was badly burned and Weller. accompanied by another
man, entered the burning building and. at great danger to
themselves. rescued him. Unfortunately he died later. Weiler
ran a great risk, not only from the fire but from further
explosion which did in fact occur shortly afterwards and
demolished the building.

Welier was awarded the Edward Medal which was later
converted to the George Cross. He was decorated at
Buckingham Palace in November 1941. A photograph of him
with his wife and son at the Palace shows him in Home Guard
uniform and wearing the badge of The Queen’s.

RF
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Green Ridge an evergreen memory

On the 20th December 1941 the battered and depleted
remnants of the Ist Leicester’s and 2nd East Surrey Regiments
banded together to form the British Battalion in a desperate
effort to stem the Japanese invasion of Malaya.

After bitter fighting the 900 strong Battalion made a gallant
and determined stand at Green Ridge, Kampar, against the
3,500 strong 41st Infantry Regiment of the Japanese Army,
holding them at bay for four days from 30th December 1941 to
2nd January 1942 and giving them what was later described as
“a bloody nose .

With the collapse of the Malayan campaign the Battalion, with
other British and Empire troops passed into captivity and years
of cruelty, suffering and deprivation.

Green Ridge, Kampar, Feb 2000. Visit by Rotary club of Ipoh, Perak.
International Peace conference. (R) K L Chye wearing the cap with
tag British Battalion and the Roval Leicester badge. (centre) His
Excellency Paramjit S Sahai, High Commissioner of India. The
Jar/Punjab Regiment fought with the British Battalion at Kampar:
30/12/41 - 2/1/42

The battle is well entrenched in respective Regimental
memories and histories but in Malaya itself there is no more
devoted preserver of recollections of the events than Kampar-
born war historian Chye Kooi Loong. As a 12 year old boy at
the time of the battle. and forced to flee to the hills with his
family. he retains strong and emotional memories of it. Among
his treasured souvenir possessions are buttons and badges
given him by embattled soldiers.

60th Anniversary British Battalion, Green Ridge, Kampar
20/12/2001. Ex Services Association of Malaysia, Kampar Branch. K
L Chye (L to R) 7th with cap (centre). Taken after the short memorial
ceremony conducted by historian K L Chye.

Over the years he has done much to preserve memories of the
batties around Kampar, keeping in touch with the Regiments
involved and promoting interests in Malaya itself. He conducts
tours round the battlefield sites and has also written a book on
“The British Battalion, Malaya 1941-42".

It is as well that he is in location to preserve the Green Ridge
site as two other nearby sites, Thompson’s Ridge and Kennedy
Ridge, have fallen victims to developers. Ironically Green
Ridge escaped a similar fate because the developers ran out of
money. Thanks to the efforts of Chye and other interested
parties, and with Government blessing. the Ridge has now been
preserved as a heritage war site.

Regretfully a proposed 60th anniversary trip had to be
cancelled due to air transport difficulties after the September
11th 2001 tragedy in America.



The Rangers - and the Freedom Fighters

After 1881 the 31st Regiment of Foot, and the 70th Regiment of
Foot amalgamated to form the East Surreys. In the past they had
been connected and disconnected in several ways, but never
fought side by side in battle. However, by a strange set of
circumstances the 31st and the 70th did combine and fight
together in 1772. Not only were they in the same campaign, but
various sub-units were amalgamated and fought as one regiment.
which was called the Rangers, a somewhat modern name.

The Rangers were selected as volunteers who were brave,
resourceful, and were used as what we would now call a
‘Special Forces unit’, or a ‘commando unit’. Why only men
from the 31st and 70th were selected is not recorded.

In the years between 1764 and 1772, the 70th had been
‘swanning around’ on the smaller islands of the West Indies
doing little. other than garrison duties and dying in large
numbers from various tropical diseases. After all they were
formed in 1758, so they had only been in existence for fourteen
years, so the chances of meeting were remote.

On the other hand. the old 31st, part of whom were to form the
Rangers. had been in Florida for some time sorting out the
Spaniards. Its commanding officer was Lt Col Ralph Walsh,
who had nearly been court-martialled for locking the gates of
the fortress of Pensacola, and loading his cannons on the
arrival of troops under Lt Col Maxwell, who he thought might
be taking over from him

Lt Col Walsh was, however, discharged from arrest and (maybe
to gelt him out of the way) was selected to command the
invasion of the island of St. Vincent, which had broken out in
rebellion again, in 1772.

Not much is recorded about the St. Vincent Caribs, who were
in rebellion, but as our history states in Vol | p246:* ‘a
detatchment from a neighbouring garrison was furnished by
the 70th, this being the first but not the last occasion on which
the 70th met its parent corps in the field for the operation. This
special unit of Rangers was commanded by Lt N Darrah’.

The enemy is best described thus - the original indigenous
people called themselves Kalingo, from the word Kalina: “The
Valiant Ones’. They have been more widely and derogatorily
known as Caribs. In addition there were the West African
slaves who had been working on the plantations for the
English, French or Spanish who were in occupation at various
times. The British tried unsuccessfully to acquire the island
between 1659-1664. Except for the short military occupations
between 1664-6, 1762-3, 1794-5, and 1769-1802 the island
was occupied by the French.

The plantation slaves worked reluctantly enough for the
occupying European power. The English called the African
slaves ‘black’ Caribs and the indigenous original tribes
‘yellow’ Caribs. The ‘yellow’ Caribs were never really
subdued, and often ‘black’ Caribs would escape from the
plantations and join them. They would inter-marry, and these
‘Maroons’ (African Alliance), would form the real resistance to
the European invaders. The English knew them as **‘red’
Caribs, or more usually just ‘brigands’. [n fact they became
‘guerrilla’ fighters, and are nowadays known in the islands as
the ‘heroes’ and the first freedom fighters.

Lt Darrah landed with his Rangers, at Grand Sable, presumably
on one of the lovely beaches just south of the modern capital
Kingstown. I was not visiting for very long, and no one even

* of The East Surrey History
*¥ Called Red in *Historical Record of the 31st of Foot'.
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with a good map, could show me Grand Sable. (How good it is
to see that these beaches are much as they were when the
Rangers landed. No yachts, speed boats, or jet skiers etc, or
any sign of unpleasant modern tourism.)

The landing may have been on what is now known as ‘Villa’
beach. It certainly is a ‘big sand’ and near to what is the best
harbour, and to where Fort Charlotte was built many years later
(1806). At any rate the landing on 23rd June 1772 was a
disaster. It is unlikely that it had been properly reconnoitred
beforehand.

The landing was strongly opposed, and came under heavy fire,
Lt Darrah (of the 70th) was drowned. along with eighteen
soldiers all from the regiment. A successful landing was made
eventually, and the Caribs beaten off, so that a solid beachhead
was secured. It remained thus for many months until Lt Col
Walsh (CO of the 31st) decided to visit his detachment of
Rangers. He seems to have been rather impetuous (maybe still
smarting from his recent possible court-martial).

With only a small detachment he dashed off at once into the
woods. Of course it was a disaster, the colonel and three of his
men were killed, and according to our history - ‘their bodies
were mutilated in a shocking manner'.

There must have been several other landings, apart from the
Rangers, and only being a small island (eighteen miles long) it
eventually capitulated. Nine of the leading chiefs surrendered
in February 1773, so ending the first ‘Carib’ wars.

In 1779 the French took over the island again, with hardly a
shot being fired. The conquest took place because, according to
reports at the time, all the English soldiers were working either
in the Governor’s garden or plantations, and to compound
matters no-one could find the key to the armoury, where all the
cannons and ammunition were stored! Not surprisingly the
i1sland surrendered in almost a matter of seconds, without a
struggle.

St Vincent became British again at the conclusion of the
‘Brigand’s’ war, or second Carib war in 1797. Most of the
Black/Red Caribs were then shipped off to Belize. What
happened to the more unruly of them (the Freedom Fighters) is
described below.

In those days there was no Kingstown, but St. Vincent is still a
largely undeveloped island. with much old world charm.
Luckily, as stated earlier, the town has escaped modern
tourism, and although somewhat backward. retains its British
character. Banana plantations are giving way to pineapples, but
its future can only have been uncertain. It is attractive to
visitors because of its unexploited natural attractions. Its one
claim to fame seems to be that breadfruit was brought there by
Captain Bligh of ‘Mutiny on the Bounty’ fame. The privately
owned island of Mustique is only a few miles to the south.

After the 1772 landing at Grand Sable on St. Vincent, no more
was heard of the 31st/70th Rangers. They pass into history, but
while [ was in that part of the world [ thought I would find out
how. in 1794 the 3 [st spent a few days in St. Lucia, adding that
little island to the empire. The French were busy elsewhere at
the time, so Martinique and Guadeloupe were easy targets.
Why not also take little St. Lucia whilst we were about in the
area? In March 1794 Col Coote of the 70th, took a force there
and captured it in about three days with hardly a casualty.

A year or so later the island was once again firmly in French
hands, as France had become much more powerful after the
revolution. In May 1796 the 31st were once again at sea, as
part of a force to win back the island. The Regiment came

under the command of Brigadier-General Moore, who as
General Sir John Moore was to be killed a few years later at
Corunna. Several strong positions such as La Vigie, and Morne
Chabot were taken with great gallantry. On 17th March the
Regiment undertook a daring night attack on the strongest
position, Morne Fortuné. The guide who knew the circuitous
path, was mortally wounded, so the Regiment became
separated from the others. Lt. Col Hay ordered a rush on the
hill, and its still firing batteries, but unfortunately the advance
was stopped by murderous grapeshot. With heavy casualties
the 31st were ordered to withdraw, but other regiments were
eventually more successful, and on 25th May the island of St.
Lucia was once again safely in British hands.

I took a taxi up the zig-zag road to Morne Fortuné. The old fort
and barracks are now a college of education, and the old
cannons which held up the 31st have been moved to more
picturesque sites. They are now certainly not placed tactically.
It is now not possible to know where the troops actually
landed, save to say that the whole area is steep, rocky and
covered with dense tropical vegetation. The area is spoilt
anyway. Because of its very deep harbour, tankers come in
from Alaska and Saudi Arabia to fill a multitude of large tanks,
before transporting the oil to other refineries in the Americas.

Cannon which may have been used against the XXXIst

St. Lucia is the largest of the Windward Islands, but fortunately

still fairly undeveloped. and a joy to visit. The capital of St.

Lucia is Castries. and I was only there a few hours but it gave

me the opportunity to search out Morne Fortune, and Morne

Chabot. where some indication of the events of 1796 might
still be found.

In the first and
second Carib wars,
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At the end of the 18th century they were generally known just
as ‘brigands’.

On French islands, the slaves were given their freedom in
1794, but as this did not apply to the British possessions,
rebellions began to break out afresh. When all was settled, the
most unruly of the brigands were sent off to more peaceful and
sheltered islands (or Belize), to get them out of the way. Those
who were thought to still be a danger, were shipped off to
England, not as slaves, but as ex-slaves who might still be a
danger.

‘Brigand’ or ‘Freedom Fighter’?

In 1796 one ship. the London, sailing back to Bristol, had
about eighty ex slaves shackled in her hold, when she was
wrecked in a storm near Ilfracombe. In 1997 some bones
became exposed, and it is believed that some may be from the
captured ex-brigands. The late Bernie Grant, a Labour MP,
became interested and campaigned for the bones of these first
West Indian Freedom Fighters to be given a dignified burial, as
befits heroes.
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Cunnon on Morne Fortune

Now in St. Lucia a memorial is to be raised to these Freedom
Fighters, on Morne Fortuné alongside an existing British
memorial (Enniskillen). These liberators of the islands mostly
came from West Africa however, but that is another story.

RCT
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Portsmouth and the Tangier Connection

The story of the British occupation of Tangier begins with the
Restoration of King Charles 11 to the throne of England in
1660. when he entered London to tremendous popular acclaim
on 29th May. It was also his 30th birthday, and commemorated
for many years as a public holiday known as “Oak Apple Day™.
There were of course very many serious problems facing the
King and his Council after the Civil War, the execution of his
father King Charles 1 on 30th January 1649, and eleven years
of Parliamentary and Cromwellian army rule. A very personal
concern for the King was marriage and succession to the
throne; in the meanwhile he was crowned alone on 23rd April
1661 while discreet enquiries were being made in the Courts of
Europe about potential brides. Then on 8th May a Marriage
Treaty with Portugal was announced. and formally signed by
the Earl of Sandwich, the King’s personal envoy and proxy in
Lisbon. Princess Catherine of Braganza had become Queen of
England in title; bringing with her a valuable dowry of
£500,000 free trade in Brazil and the East Indies, the island of
Bombay, and the City and port of Tangier at the entrance to the
Mediterranean.

At the end of January 1662 a British garrison landed from a
naval squadron and the City was formally handed over by Don
Luis de Almeida the last Portuguese Governor. In April Lord
Sandwich returned to Lisbon. embarked the Portuguese bridal
party and arrived at an excited and expectant Portsmouth on
13th May. There the bride was ceremoniously greeted and
conducted in state to Government House where she rested after
the voyage and awaited King Charles II. On 21st May they
were married, firstly by the Roman Catholic rite in her suite of
rooms; and then by Gilbert Sheldon, Bishop of London and
Dean of the Chapels Royal, using the Anglican service in the
Domus Dei chapel of Government House before a large
congregation. The Domus Dei (which still stands in the care of
English Heritage) had been a Pre-Reformation pilgrims’
hospice, and was being used in place of Portsmouth’s parish
church badly damaged by cannon fire in the Civil War.

Tangier had been in Portuguese possession since 1471, and its
colonists resented the arrival of the British soldiery with their
rough and alien ways; so they left for home taking all their
belongings including the floors, doors and windows of their
houses. Thus, instead of acquiring a flourishing seaport, the
new Governor and his garrison found themselves in a largely
derelict town without artisans, shops or tradespeople; more
seriously they were from the outset fiercely opposed by the
local Moorish warlords. To try and overcome these unforeseen
difficulties, the powerful Tangier Committee under the
Chairmanship of the Duke of York was formed in London to
support the fledgling Colony, and from 1665 Samuel Pepys
was its Treasurer. For eighteen years, except for some short and
fragile truces, there was fighting in the countryside around the
City with a steady toll of casualties. An inner and outer line of
fifteen forts was built to guard the approaches and the grazing
for horses, sheep and cattle, bul the protected area never
amounted to more than 300 acres outside the City walls. The
harbour was enlarged by the construction of a wide and
impressive mole with stores and workshops, stretching 475
yards out to sea before construction was suspended. It served
as a valuable base for the Royal Navy at the Straits and for the
suppression of piracy which was rife along the North African
coast. Initially, Tangier was under the military rule of
successive Governors, but in 1668 it was granted Borough
status with a Mayor and Corporation, and a Recorder, to
improve local government and trade, plus a Court Merchant to
settle maritime and trade disputes. The free port did attract
some commercial traffic, but the anticipated lucrative trade
with Morocco never materialised because of the persistent
hostilities, lack of capital resources, and ready cash for local
purchases in Spanish “Pieces of eight”
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By May 1680 Tangier was in danger of falling to the Moorish
besiegers. The weakened British garrison were forced to sign a
humiliating four months truce , which left them holding only
three of the outlying forts. In answer to urgent despatches from
Colonel Sir Palmes Fairborne the very experienced acting
Governor, large reinforcements of troops and warlike stores
were sent from England, and the King of Spain sent over two
hundred experienced cavalry who were invaluable in the
imminent fighting, as were a battalion of seamen landed from
the Fleet. In September hostilities recommenced, but after two
months of fighting with heavy losses on both sides, the Moors
had been cleared from their lines and camps, and were in turn
forced to call a truce.

There then followed a three year period of negotiations and
diplomacy, including the sending of the Alcaid Mohammed
Ben Hadu as the first Moroccan Ambassador to London.
During his seven month stay in England he impressed
everybody with his bearing and grave good manners at Court
and wherever he went, which included the Universities of
Oxford and Cambridge. He also astonished Londoners by
throwing and catching his lance in the air as he exercised his
horse at the gallop in Hyde Park !

But when the Emperor Moulay Ismael refused to ratify the
Treaty negotiated in London, King Charles reluctantly decided
there was no viable future in Tangier, and resolved to abandon
the place in spite of the special pleading by his Queen and the
Portuguese Ambassador. Lord Dartmouth, who held the
appointments of Master General of the Ordnance and Military
Governor of the fortified naval base and arsenal of Portsmouth,
was despatched in August 1683 with a naval force of twenty-
one ships to carry out his sealed orders. He was to evacuate the
British and foreign populations and their goods to their homes,
he was to level the fortifications; destroy the Mole and ruin the
harbour to prevent Tangier from becoming a base for piracy or
a rival foreign power, to recover everything of value; and
finally to withdraw the garrison. This was a difficult operation
requiring tact and skill if the Moors were to be prevented from
interfering, and early on Lord Dartmouth discreetly let the
Moors know that his task force did not present a hostile threat
to them, but was there to evacuate the place without *‘loss of
face” by either side. By March 1684 all the tasks had been
completed and the last soldiers safely embarked before sailing
to England, thus ending an overseas venture which had started
with high hopes.

In the 17th century all of Europe, including England. was
ravaged by bitter religious disputes. But in spite of opposition
by the House of Commons, King Charles II with his easy
going nature and personal experience of exile abroad, was able
to countenance religious toleration in all his overseas
possessions including Tangier. There was the Portuguese
Roman Catholic cathedral for those of that faith, including
many Irish soldiers in the garrison: a synagogue for the
Sephardic Jews, and the Anglican garrison church of King
Charles the Martyr for the Protestants which was the
prerogative of the Bishop of London, and who at that time was
also responsible for the appointment of all naval and army
Chaplains. The first and most notable was Dr Lancelot
Addison, later to be Dean of Lichfield and father of Joseph
Addison the celebrated essayist and founder editor of the
“Spectator”. During the winter of 1683/4 the Portuguese clergy
were shipped home with all their possessions before their
cathedral was razed. Lord Dartmouth issued instructions to Dr
Thomas Hughes the last Anglican Minister. to prepare
inventories of the church possessions and the Tangier library
for which he was also responsible. Those buildings too were
demolished. although it seems the synagogue was spared for
the Jews remaining behind. The books and the church’s
fittings, vestments and valuables were then to be shipped home
to old Portsmouth‘s Government House and its Domus Dei

chapel, which was still in use as the town’s temporary parish
church.

In November 1687 King James II visited Portsmouth which he
knew well, as he had attended his elder brother’s wedding in
1662 and taken a keen interest in the naval dockyard during his
twelve years as the Lord High Admiral of England. During his
visit the King presented to the Mayor and Corporation of
Portsmouth, the magnificent English silver Communion ware
from Tangier for use in their parish church. The deed of gift is
recorded on the reverse side of King Charles’ marriage
certificate and lists six items with their Troy weight, which is
also engraved underneath each item. A small paten has
disappeared in the intervening years, but the remainder now in
possession of the Cathedral (to which status the parish church
of Old Portsmouth was elevated in 1927) now comprises:- a
chalice for the wine, two large patens for the bread and two
large wine flagons. They all date from between 1639 and 1677.

The City of Portsmouth’s motto is “Heaven’s Light our Guide”,
and for three hundred years the lantern at the top of the
Cathedral tower has greeted sailors returning from sea. Until
the repeal of the Test Act in 1828. all officers of the Royal
Navy were required to receive Holy Communion in public
before taking up their first command. At Portsmouth they did
so in the parish church and received the Certificate. required by
law. to say they had done so. It seems fitting that they should
have used the historic Tangier plate with its royal and overseas
connections.

PC
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6th (Bermondsey) Bn. The Queen’s Royal Regiment OCA

The Association has 135 members on the current mailing list.
The Association is a member of the Federation of OCA’s of the
London Territorial and Auxiliary Units and is affiliated to the
City and Inner London Branch (Queen’s) of the Princess of
Wales’s Royal Regiment Association.

The committee met twelve times, on the first Tuesday of each
month at the RMR Centre at Old Jamaica Road. Bermondsey.
Newsletters were published in February and August. A Grand
National Draw and a November Handicap Draw were held in
April and November.

Contact with other Associations is encouraged and
Representatives attended the Reunions of 5th Bn. OMA, 2/6th
Bn., 1/7th and 2/7th Bns.The Queen’s and The East Surrey
Regiment Association. The Association was also represented at
the Mayor of Southwark's Annual Civic Service at St. George’s
Cathedral. Members attended the Annual Church Service at
Guildford Cathedral and the Reunion at the Union Jack Club in
November of The Queen’s Royal Surrey Regiment Association.

A Reunion Buffet Lunch was held at the Union Jack Club on
28th April at which there was an attendance of forty-five
members and friends.

Two members requested financial assistance during the year.
Both were referred to SSAFA. One has received assistance, the
other is still being investigated. At Christmas, a number of
grants were made to elderly members and widows of former
members with the assistance of The Queen’s Royal Surrey
Regiment Association.

Members attended the opening of the Field of Remembrance at
Westminster Abbey and commemorated Remembrance Day at
the Battalion Memorial in Cld Jamaica Road, Bermondsey, and
at the Parish Church of St. Mary Magdalen. Bermondsey.

In 2002, it is hoped to support the various special functions
during the year, ie Annual Service at Guildford Cathedral and
the PWRR Grand Reunion at Aldershot. It is intended to
continue our support of other Associations, as in 2001. A visit
to the Regimental Museum at Clandon is planned together with
the 1/7th Association, and it is hoped to join with the City and
Inner London Branch, PWRR, on their visit to Arras and Vimy
Ridge in June.

MRN
Reunion at Farncombe

The photograph from left to right shows Ken Higgins, Marlene
Wright, Geoff Wright, Eva Kellaway, Reg Kellaway. Betty
Twitchin, Cliff Twitchin and Maureen Higgins. Geoff Higgins
writes to say that all the men served in the Ist Bn The East
Surrey Regiment in Greece during 1946 and 1947.

For the past four years they have met at six monthly intervals
for lunch and the odd noggin or ten! On Sth February this year
the ladies were allowed to join them at the Manor Inn.
Farncombe.

During their service Ken Higgins was in the orderly room,
Geoff Wright and Reg Kellaway were in the Signal Platoon,
whilst Cliff Twitchin was Headquarter Company Clerk. All
became NCO'’s during their service. Ken writes that if there are
any other old Surreys who served in Headquarter Company at
the same time they would love you to join them. If you are
interested please write or telephone him at 24, Newton Wood
Road, Ashtead, Surrey KT21 INP. Tel: 01372 275345.

Combined Reunion

2/7th Bn The Queen’s Royal Regiment OCA '

For many years the 2/7th Annual Reunion has been held in
| the Ebury Arms, a pub in the Pimlico Road. We have
recently learned that it has closed, just as we were about to
send out the notice for this year’s planned lunch on 23rd
March.

The upshot is that the 2/6th have kindly agreed to us joining
them in a combined reunion in the Union Jack Club on 7th
September.

I have notified all our known members but I wonder
whether a short note could be included in the next
Newsletter to the effect that the 2/6th and 2/7th will be
holding a combined reunion in the Club on 7th September.
Anyone requiring more information should contact:
Maurice Nason for the 2/6th or Colonel David Blum for the
2/7th

DEB
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2/6th Bn. The Queen’s Royal Regiment OCA

Although functioning as a separate Association, the affairs of
the Association are administered by the 6th (Bermondsey) Bn.
Association. There are seventy-two names on the current
mailing list. Of these, sixty-one are former members of the
Battalion, and eleven are relatives or friends. During the year,
seven members died. Newsletters were published in January
and July and members were encouraged to participate in the
Grand National and November Handicap Draws run by 6th
(Bermondsey) Bn Association.

A Reunion was held at the Union Jack Club on 22nd
September. fifty-nine people booked for the Reunion. Despite
their advanced years some members travelled from far flung
locations such as Kingston-upon-Hull, Leicester, Nuneaton,
Cromer and Bournemouth.

One member requested financial assistance, which was referred
to SSAFA for investigation. However, the request was later
withdrawn, shortly before the member died.

It is proposed to hold a Reunion at the Union Jack Club on 7th
September 2002 in conjunction with 2/7th Bn. Association.

MRN
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The East Surrey Regiment Officers’ Lunch

This year, the three hundredth since The Regiment's foundation
as Villiers’ Marines, the reunion lunch for officers of The East
Surrey regiment was held in the officers’ mess of The London
Regiment in Saint John's Hill, Battersea, by kind permission of
Lieutenant Colonel James Cunliffe of The Royal Greenjackets,
the Regiment's Commanding Officer. Unfortunately duty
prevented Colonel James from being with us.

Inevitably numbers are dropping. Nevertheless, forty three
Surreys attended and welcomed as guests Major Tony Russell,
the Secretary of The Queen's Royal Surrey Regiment
Association, and Captain Alan Kimmins, the Administrative
Officer of The London Regiment.

The generosity of many of our absent friends enabled the pre-
lunch drinks to be "On the House" and this combined with the
superb service provided by June Daniels and her enthusiastic
staff went a very long way to ensuring the remarkable
ambiance. The last of us went on our way at about seven in the
evening!

We are very grateful to Colonel James and his team for making
us so welcome and looking after us so well.

oQo

5 OMA Reunion Lunch

The Sth Bn QRR OMA held a reunion lunch at Guildford
Cathedral Refectory on 20th October 2001 at which nearly one
hundred people sat down. Due to the age of our members,
driving and coming out in the evening has become a problem
and it was feared that the close friendship and comradeship
which means so much to all of us had seemed to falter, so a
midday luncheon was organised for members and wives.

It has been such a success that it has been agreed to continue it
annually. It was pleasing to see that members had travelled
from afar to attend.

!
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Long may it continue, Thanks to everybody.

oQo

North Africa Veterans’ Reunion

The first ever local (Guildford area) gathering of veterans of
1940-1943 North African campaign was held at The Leather
Bottle at Smithbrook near Bromley on 22nd November 2001.

Major David Elliot organised the event and was pleased with
the turnout of former members of the 8th Army, Royal Navy &
Desert Air Force. One had been a member of the LRDG- the
forerunner of the SAS which was very active behind enemy
lines.

Other regiments represented at the gathering included the
Royal Gloucestershire Hussars, County of London Yeomanry
Royal Artillery HAA, Royal Engineers,South Notts Hussars,
RASC and 5th Bn The Queen’s Royal Regiment represented
by Bill Petch, Emie Armold, Sid Bowbrick and Margaret, Ron
May, Doug Mitchell and Margaret and Stuart Browning who
had kindly transported some ex RAF members.

There were many exchange of memories and memorabilia. In
course of conversation it turned out that the artillery battery
Major Elliot was in command of had supported The Queen’s
Brigade after the break out at El Alamein when they were
incorporated with the 7th Armoured Division (Desert Rats).
Former RAF members present included a Squadron Leader
holder of the DFC. A delightful buffet was provided by the
landlord of The Leather Bottle which was enjoyed by all.

o00o0

The FFI

Please find a cheque for next year’s subscription to the
Newsletter, plus a little more for Regimental funds. May I
congratulate the team on the continuing high standard of
production and contents, I must say I for one will be very sorry
to see the end of the publication but I guess all good things
must come to an end. I would like in particular, to commend
the team on the most excellent accompaniment to the usual
Newsletter, Traditions, Treasures and Personalities of the
Regiment. This publication earns a permanent place on my
book shelves, it sums up all the good of The Regiment and
what being a member amounts to.

While reading the Newsletter I was most pleased to see an
article from one of my old Platoon Sergeants. Wally Geeves,
glad to see he is still going strong. Whenever he figures in my
thoughts there is one incident that stands out from the rest.

As any Queen’s man who served in Malaya with the Ist
Battalion during the 1950°s will know, there was a regular
pattern of events that took place when returning to camp after
days on jungle patrol. Once weapons were cleared and you
returned to your bed space. all the clothes worn and taken on
patrol, except the jungle hat and boots, would be given to the
Company dhobie wallah for laundering. Then, still wearing the
hat and boots but now with a towel around the waist to replace
clothes, picking up the ground sheet. used on patrol to make a
basha, would proceed to the communal showers. Here the
ground sheet would be spread on the ground and still wearing
hat and boots you would proceed with the shower, thereby
cleaning the body. the hat, the boots and the ground sheet all in
one operation.

Usually the showers were a jerry rigged effort with cold water
but in this particular station, Tankah in Johore State, we were
quite lucky. the camp was Company size, the accommodation
for the men was the corrugated steel Godophin huts, the
officers’ accommodation was the old rubber plantation
manager’s rather large house. The communal showers were
also located in a large Godophin type hut with a solid floor but
more to the point, the water being supplied by a fairly small
bore pipe that travelled quite some distance over ground
through the rubber plantation which. while the shower was
unused, the water was heated by the sun so that the first few
persons taking a shower actually had warm or even hot water.

The shower was followed by weapon cleaning and inspection
and then in immediate succession a FFI (Free From Infection)
inspection, affectionately known as after the weapons
inspection came the short arms inspection. These two were
usually carried out by the platoon officer or, if he was unable
to. the platoon sergeant.

On this particular occasion, as the officer was unable to carry
out these roles it was allotted to one, Wally Geeves, - 2
Platoon, A Company platoon sergeant. The FFI was carried out
with each soldier standing by his bed dressed only in a towel
wrapped around the waist and a pair of flip flop sandals. On
being approached by the inspector the soldier under inspection
would hold out his arms at full length to the inspector, who
would first inspect the backs and then the front of the hands.
paying special attention to between the fingers. On completion
of this the arms would be held high to allow the under arm area
to be checked, the arms lowered then to remove the towel
where the important little bits would be examined and finally
the feet, again in particular between the toes. The inspection
was to make sure there were no unreported and untreated areas
of tinea, foot rot, jungle sores or any other nasties that were
quite common after prolonged jungle bashing, especially if it
had included working in swamp.

The inspection went without incident until Sgt Geeves came to
one Private XX, where, when the towel was dropped hawkeye
Geeves noticed that a certain part of the anatomy did not
conform to regulations, i.e. it was not perpendicular, like a
badly aligned rifle, it pulled to one side. A situation that had
been previously observed by other keen eyed members of the
platoon when taking part in the communal showers but thought
it was rather a too personal issue to take any further. However
Sgt Geeves correctly was concerned that this abnormality was
something that should be questioned. On doing so Private XX
quickly explained that it had been like that since he had been
involved in an accident and it had got tangled up in a wheel. an
answer that brought tears to the eyes of many of us soldiers
listening but satisfied with the answer, Sgt Geeves went on to
complete that FFI without any further complications.

Many years later, now a civilian I attended what was probably
the final Queen’s reunion to be held at Stoughton Barracks
where I met up with this same Private XX, still a serving
soldier. We spent a few minutes chatting over old times before
he left to wander off and the incident at that FFI came flooding
back , I remember thinking as he left with his children in tow,
that despite the slight aiming to one side he must have been
able to compensate for error because seeing his children
following as he went on his way he had obviously managed to
score a bulls eye several times.

BE
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Royal Connections

The activities of HMS Queen Charlotte of “Glorious First of
June” fame are well known to our members, but few may know
that two other ships bore the name of “Charlotte”, both with
Royal connections.

The first of them (originally known as the Royal Caroline) was
a Royal Yacht in the reign of King George III. She was
renamed in 1761 in honour of Princess Charlotte of the
German Principality of Meclenburg- Strelitz, the intended
bride of the King, who was brought over to this country in her,
accompanied by other Royal Yachts. The ship successfully
weathered a severe gale on the way but the elements took their
revenge later when the King, sailing in the vessel to review the
fleet at the Nore in 1797 was forced back to Greenwich by
adverse winds.

The Roval Charlotte was replaced by the Royal Sovereign in
1804 and finally succumbed to the breakers in 1820. A second
Royal Charlotre, built in 1824, only lasted until 1832 when she
became victim of a move towards austerity.

RF
Source: “Royal Yachts of the world” by Tim Madge
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