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Forecast of Events

2002
BRITISH BATTALION DAY (1941)
2003
The Queen's Royal Surrey Regiment Council Meeting - Clandon.
SOBRAON DAY (1846)
The Queen's Royal Surrey Regiment Museum Trustees Meeting - Clandon.

The Queen's (Southwark) Regimental Association Annual Lunch - Union Jack Club.

The Queen's Royal Surrey Regiment Association Territorial Trustees Meeting - Clandon.

The Queen's Royal Surrey Regiment Association, Charity Trustees and
Officers' Club Meetings - Clandon.

YPRES DAY (1915)

The East Surrey Regiment Officers' Club Lunch

6th Bn Queen's Royal Regiment Annual Reunion Lunch - Union Jack Club.
Golf Society Spring Meeting - Sudbrook Park

Golf v Royal Marines - Fleet.

President's Reception for Freedom Town Mayors of Surrey - Clandon.
ALBUHERA DAY (1811)

5 Queen's OMA Annual Dinner - Farnham. Details from: I Chatfield,
13 Wood Road, Farncombe, Surrey GU7 3NN.

THE GLORIOUS FIRST OF JUNE (1794)

The Queen's Royal Surrey Regiment Association Annual Church Service
- Guildford Cathedral.

MINDEN DAY.

2/6th and 2/7th Bns Queen's Royal Regiment OCA Combined Annual Reunion:
details from Maj M R Nason TD, 64 Westfield Road, Barnehurst, Kent DA7 6LR.

SALERNO DAY - 60TH ANNIVERSARY.

The Queen's Royal Surrey Regiment Officers' Club Ladies' Luncheon - Clandon.
Golf Society Autumn Meeting - Woking Golf Club.

The East Surrey OCA Reunion.

Field of Remembrance - Westminster Abbey, London.

Annual Reunion - Union Jack Club.

Remembrance Day Parades - Guildford - Kingston - Hailes Church, Camberwell -
Southwark, Bermondsey and the Cenotaph - London.

BRITISH BATTALION DAY (1941)

Frontispiece:

Field Officer 2nd Queen’s in Dress, and a Company Officer 31st in Frock Coat, Home Service dress 1860.
From an original illustration by Bryan Fosten.

Editorial

[ must start my first editorial by recording my gratitude to
John Rogerson and Les Wilson for their assistance and
advice during the handover periods and my first months
working for the Association. I am also extremely grateful
for the warm welcome, encouragement and offers of
assistance extended to me by Association members on
NUMErous occasions.

I am very conscious of the difficult task I face in
succeeding Les Wilson as Editor of an outstanding
Newsletter. My first edition reflects the decision to
produce a slimmer publication but | hope readers will
continue to find it interesting and worthwhile.

I would still welcome articles and other correspondence
for inclusion, together with dates and details of
forthcoming events. Much has been done to chronicle the
history of our fine Regiments, not least through the
excellent supplements which have accompanied some
previous Newsletters. However I am sure that many
personal experiences and stories remain to be recorded
and would invite such contributions. Photos and similar
items will, of course, be returned.

One deficiency which I feel particularly keenly is my
ignorance of many of the personal and service details of
members, especially when their passing is to be recorded
in the Newsletter. Some members have provided personal
details for our records; however, despite the sterling
efforts of those who have assembled it, the database
remains very sketchy in many instances. 1 would be
grateful for assistance with information in order to be
able to pay proper tributes. In a happier vein, I would
also welcome input so that I can include notes of
congratulations and best wishes where appropriate upon
events such as wedding anniversaries and significant
birthdays.

The President has highlighted some of the Association's
recent major events in his notes. These and other
occasions are recorded in both words and pictures in the
following pages. As the Newsletter goes to the printers
the nation is preparing to commemorate the 60th
anniversary of El Alamein and for Remembrance Day. It
is hoped to reflect those events and the forthcoming 60th
anniversary of Salerno in next year's editions.

Next year's annual church service will return to the
customary format with the opportunity for refreshment in
the refectory after the service; those proposing to attend
are asked to complete and return the enclosed proforma
to enable an accurate forecast of numbers.

In looking to the future as well as remembering the past,
I will take this opportunity to wish you and those you
love a very merry Christmas and a safe, prosperous,
healthy and happy 2003.

Tony Russell

President’s Notes

2002 has been a busy and successful year for the
Association. The Chairman of the National Trust opened
the refurbished museum on 17th May and we were
delighted to have the Lord Lieutenant with us too as well
as the freedom borough mayors and other distinguiched
guests. Under the direction of the Chairman of the
Museum Trustees, Adrian Birtles, we now have a fine,
modern museum which would be the envy of all former
county regiments. To him and his team we owe a great
debt of thanks.

Our celebrations on 9th June to mark the Queen's Golden
Jubilee and the 300th Anniversary of the raising of the
Villiers' Marines were, in spite of some atrocious
weather, a huge success and we were delighted the Lord
Lieutenant was present and took the salute on the march
past. Next year's service is on Sunday 15th June and I
hope you will put that date in your diaries now.

Sadly we have to record the death of General Rowley
Mans. He was known and respected by all who knew him
for his quiet kindness and great sense of humour and fun,
quite apart from his professional abilities, and he will be
remembered by many. To his wife Veeo and three sons we
offer our deepest sympathy.

We are fortunate always to have been a ‘'rich”
Association, however, in common with other charities,
we are not immune to the decline in stock markets and
reduced yields from investments. The Trustees will
continue to keep our finances and organisation. under
close review and to take prudent decisions to safeguard
the future. Our priorities for spending will continue to be
first benevolence, secondly Association activities and
lastly the museum.

With best wishes

Bob Acworth

o0o
The Princess of Wales's Royal Regiment

Since the last overview given in the
Newsletter the Regiment has had a hectic
schedule. The Regiment celebrated its 10th
Anniversary on the 9th September 2002.

At the time of writing the Ist Battalion is still based in
Tidworth but is currently on a tour in Kosovo having
departed in May 2002 and will return at the end of
October 2002. They are in the Armoured Warrior role and
part of the Multi National Brigade operating in and
around Pristina. Life has settled down in Kosovo but
there is still the constant threat of some problem. The
Battalion has had high profile visits ranging from the
Crown Prince of Sweden to the Commander of the Royal
Danish Life Guards who are serving as part of the French
Brigade. The Colonel of the Regiment visited from the
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Oth to 11th July and the President of Kosovo presented
the Minden Rose to Battlegroup Headquarters on the st
August.

The method of operation is also changing prompting
reaction from the various factions; static guards provided
security to ethnic groups and this has been the practice
since the start. The CO has now changed this and
removed these static guards and replaced them with
mobile patrols and unpredictable foot patrols. The result
is enormous pressure both emotional and political from
the Serb community and a lot more pressure on the Junior
Commanders. The false or real incidents and minor
demonstrations that the Battalion endures is a price worth
paying and keeps them busy. C Company was recently
deployed to Macedonia and B Company were deployed
(out of area) to Mitrovicva with the French. All
deployments were a great success.

Battalion training (potential NCO cadres) and sports
continue with the planning of the 2003 Cricket Tour of
South Africa well under way.

The major event for the 2nd Battalion has been the Arms
Plot move from Aldershot to Tern Hill in Shropshire and
the transition from Mechanised (Saxon) to a Light
Battalion (feet!). The Battalion hosted the Grand Reunion
in July in Aldershot, a difficult task whilst commencing
the Arms Plot move, and moved 2500 people in various
events in a small modern barracks.

Training has continued with the newly formed 2 Infantry
Brigade situated in Folkestone. Soldiers provided the
civilian population for other units training for Northern
Ireland; many other tasks involved groups or individuals
taking on tasks to assist with many trials and other
activities. Full recruiting has its advantages and these
deployments were not quite such a drain on manpower as
in the past.

The Battalion has provided big support for the recruiting
drive and also exercised the joint Freedom, with RMP &
RLC, of Chichester. Sgt Pullen was appointed Sobraon
Sergeant and Cpl Loosely Kohima Corporal.

One of the main sporting achievements has been the
Battalions Sevens Rugby Team taking part in the highest
level of rugby in the Middlesex Sevens, held at
Twickenham. Prizes were won for this event.

As this Newsletter goes to the printers the Battalion has
been deployed to RAF Manston to be in support to fight
fires if or when the firemen go on a national strike.

The 3rd Battalion has had a year of change. They are now
part of the new re-organised 2 Infantry Brigade along
with four regular Light Role Battalions which includes 2
PWRR. The Battalion has also a new defined role and
mission providing reaction force tasks to help with home
land defence. There is also a new affiliation with the

Shorncliffe based regular Battalion which is currently the
2nd Bn The Royal Gurkha Rifles.

There was a rewarding exchange exercise with the
Oregon National Guard and training focus moved from
fighting in woods and forestry to fighting in built up
areas.

The Battalion has deployed soldiers in support of
operations on the Full Time Reserve Service (FTRS) to
Kosovo, Bosnia, Sierra Leone and Cyprus. These were
not all with our own units but others such as The Queen’s
Royal Hussars (Kosovo) and 1st Bn The Royal Scots
(also Kosovo). Two Company Commanders have also
had attachments to | PWRR in Kosovo. The experience
gained and the medals worn are proof of the various
opportunities that exist in the 3rd Battalion.

Weekend training and various ceremonies have walked in
tandem with TA life. The 3rd Battalion is on good form.

B (Queen’s Regiment) Company The London Regiment
have just returned from a successful Annual Camp in
Germany at Sennelager. For those old BAOR veterans
nothing has changed. The weather was dry and the plain
was dusty. Adventure training camps were held near the
Moenessee dam.

They have FTRS soldiers serving with | PWRR in
Kosovo - this also includes an officer.

Major Alex Bond continues his command conducting
that fine balance of leadership and example which is so
essential in the TA.

C Company The Royal Rifle Volunteers based in
Portsmouth and the Isle of Wight continues to thrive.
They produced men for the Guard of Honour for Her
Majesty’s visit to Portsmouth to commemorate her
Golden Jubilee which was a great success for the
Company. The service organisers of the event
conveniently forgot that we had TA in Portsmouth in their
effort to give the Navy and Regular Forces a higher
profile. It was thanks to Captain Harry Wragg (PSAO)
that the Company was included in the Guard of honour.

Annual Camp this year was held in the Ukraine. It was a
great success with the Company being part of the
Battalion Group. The Company provides 10% of its
established strength to soldiers on FTRS. They are
serving in Kosovo with 1 PWRR, Cyprus and also in the
UK. The Company looks forward to a good year.

Every year events change; we are unsure what will
happen in 2003 with Iraq and other potential conflicts but
the Regiment is ready for any eventuality.

oQo

Benevolence.

It having been agreed by RHQ PWRR and forbear
Regiment Association Trustees that benevolence should
be centralized at RHQ in Canterbury, Major John
Rogerson has continued to run our benevolence since
handing over his other Queen's Royal Surrey Regiment
Association responsibilities. Funds set aside by the
Queen's Royal Surrey Regiment Charity Trustees for
individual benevolence cases are administered on our
behalf from Canterbury and ring-fenced. All other
finances, including grants to other charities and
organizations, remain under the direct control of our
Charity Trustees.

By late October, during 2002 a total of £30,148 had been
expended on 88 individual benevolence cases. This
figure excludes grants/annuities awarded by the Army
Benevolent Fund.

Appended below are extracts from a selection of letters of
appreciation received since the last Newsletter.

o0o

I must write to you and thank you for the Association’s
award of £500 toward the cost of my hearing aids, which
have made a great difference to my everyday activity and
way of life. I was very interested to read the newsletter
you so kindly sent to me and to catch up with the activity
of my old Regiment. Being now in my 88th year some of
my memories are a little dim nevertheless it is still of
great interest to learn of old comrades although the
names don’t readily come to mind. Once again I thank the
association for their generosity.

o0o

We would like to thank you most sincerely, for the
assistance given in obtaining a grant towards the nursing
home fees for the above mentioned gentleman and also
your good wishes. We are currently still awaiting the
local authority funding, but are optimistic that we shall
soon have Dad comfortably placed in the home of his
choice in Selsey.

ocQo

I am pleased to say I have now received the scooter. I
would like to extend my grateful thanks to the British
Legion and my former regiments, R.M.P, Queen’s Royal
Surrey Regiment and the Seaforth Highlanders for yours
and their generous contributions.

This has made a great difference to my lifestyle as I am
now able to get out and about in my local district. Please
accept my grateful thanks

oQo

I have asked my daughter to write this letter to you on my
behalf, as 1 am suffering from Parkinson’s as well as

Emphazemia, and unfortunately my hand writing is all
over the place. [ am writing to you as representative of the
The Queen’s Royal Surrey Regimental Association, to
say a really big thank you for all your help and support
towards the funding for a paved driveway to my house.

I am very pleased with the end result. It has made such a
difference to my life. This has enabled me a lot more
mobility with access to and from my home. Without your
help with this project, I would have become more and
more housebound, as parking outside my home was
becoming almost impossible. Once again, thank you to
all of you who agreed the funding and for your help.

oQo

I am now in possession of my mobile wheel chair which
I have partly to thank you for. Brief as these few lines are
I cannot thank you and the Association enough for your
efforts on my behalf - God bless you all.

o0o

I wish to express my sincere gratitude for the sum of
£500 you awarded towards the funeral expenses for my
late husband. It has been a very difficult time for myself
and my family to come to terms with. However I cannot
believe the kindness of people like yourself, it means
such a great deal to me. SSAFA has been an immense
help and I cannot express my gratitude enough.

oQ0o

Thank you very much for your generous grant for the
purchase of a therapeutic reclining chair. In the short time
that I have now used it. it ha3 been of considerable benefit
to my health and mobility.

o0o

Thank you very much for making it possible for me to go
on holiday. It was very kind of the Regimental
Association; if it was not for them I would not have been
able to have a holiday which I did enjoy. SSAFA have
been very helpful. At present my husband has been taken
back into hospital and is still there. Once again thank you
very much indeed for your help.

o0o

M Paine, Royal British Legion County Field Officer
Sussex, writes: [ am writing to inform you that Mr A
died yesterday at a ripe old age. Your very generous
annuity made a huge difference to his quality of life
during the difficult time of his wife’s ill health and since
her death a year ago. He wrote a very nice letter in May
thanking us for the financial help which he said gave him
a little more independence and which [ know boosted his
morale considerably. I enclose a cheque for the excess
grant on file with many thanks for your support in this
case and for which Mr A repeatedly expressed his thanks.
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Ex-Service Homes Referral Agency (ESHRA)

ESHRA is a new agency that has been funded for a trial
period by several ex service charities. Due to its success
it 1s to continue as part of The Royal British Legion. The
service is provided for older people who served in the
armed forces and their dependants.

ESHRA has details of all Care Homes providing
residential and nursing care and independent living
accommodation managed by ex service organisations.
Also available are details of homes run by private and
voluntary organisations as well as sheltered
accommodation, if this is more appropriate for the needs
of the individual.

The advisers can provide guidance regarding Social
Services Assessments/funding, welfare benefits, service
charities and other organisations that provide help for the
elderly.

ESHRA has a website; www.eshra.com

email; eshra@britishlegion.org.uk and a telephone
helpline; 020 7839 4466 which is staffed from 9.30 a.m.

to 12.30 p.m. and 2.00 p.m. to 4.00 p.m. on working days.

o00o0
Donations

The late Major Peter Hill left a legacy of £1.000 to The
Queen's Royal Surrey Regiment Charity.

The sum of £242 was received in memory of the late
Robert John Leaper and, in accordance with his family's
wishes, passed on to 2/6th Queen's OCA.

oo

The sum of £895 was received in memory of the late
Major Peter Hill and divided equally between the Charity
and the museum.

A donation of £500 was received from Richard Evans in
Virginia, USA.

In addition to those above, a considerable number of
members made smaller donations or forwarded the 'extra
pound or two' with their subscriptions. The Trustees
wish to thank all those who have sent donations to our
Charitable funds.

Thanks are due to Major J L A Fowler TD for once again
generously supplying the paper for this Newsletter.

o0o0

PAY ATTENTION - CAN YOU HELP!

Readers who may be able to assist with information
about the following are asked to contact the Editor who
will pass details on to the interested parties:
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James David Haley who served with the East Surrey
Regiment during World War 2 and is believed to have
been discharged in 1944.

The Intelligence Section of 2nd Bn The Queen's Royal
Regiment in 1944 during the second Chindit operation.

Memoirs of officers who fought in France in 1940.

Congratulations
and

Best Wishes

Wedding anniversary congratulations to:

Mr and Mrs Robert Barter on their 60th wedding
anniversary.

Mr and Mrs Tony Ramsey who celebrated their 56th
wedding anniversary on August 11th 2002.

Birthday congratulations to:

Brigadier Geoffrey Curtis who celebrated his 80th
birthday on 7th June 2002.

Stan Smith who celebrated his 80th birthday on 10th
October 2002.

Major General Michael Forrester who celebrated his 85th
birthday on 31st August 2002.

000

Lt Col Les Wilson MBE is presented with a Lord Lieutenant’s
Certificate by the Lord Lieutenant of Surrey, Mrs Sarah Goad JP.

Museum Notes

The Museum Notes in the May Newsletter were actually
written just after the Museum re-opened quietly for the
start of the Clandon Park season in March, at the end of
the final hectic weeks of the refurbishment project. To
say that since then it has been back to “business as usual”
would not be quite accurate: there have been plenty of
visitors as usual, the regulars pleased to find the Museum
open again, and all impressed by the new displays, but
there has also been a good deal of other activity.

Highlight of the Spring was the formal inauguration of
the refurbished Museum. The ceremony was performed
on 17th May by the Chairman of the National Trust,
Charles Nunnely, at the reception given by the President
of the Regimental Association for Surrey civic leaders
and the friends, workers, designers and contractors of the
Museum. It was a happy occasion, and both Charles
Nunnely and Brigadier Bob Acworth said some nice
things about the new Museum and the people who had
worked to achieve it. We were particularly pleased that
the Chairman of the National Trust carried out the re-
opening ceremony, as this cemented publicly the closer
working relationships between Museum and Trust which
have developed over the last two years or so,

Needless to say, although the Museum was looking very
good on the opening day, not all the work had actually
been completed. Two big jobs which have been done
since were to put number tags on all the showcase
exhibits which refer to “menu” cards in the cases which
explain what each exhibit is - a task which kept Penny
James busy for a good while - and setting up the displays
of our magnificent collection of medals in the display
case which had been delivered only just before the re-
opening; Roy Harding has completed this with
remarkable speed. Even with the large new case, we
cannot display all the medals in the collection, and
special storage shelves are now being installed for the
remainder, which will allow easy retrieval for inspection.
Our medal collection is still growing of course (and gifts
of medals are always welcome, since they are a valuable
part of the history of the Regiment and its members), and
the main display has been designed to allow new
acquisitions to be put on display quickly and for the
display to be easily varied from time to time.

The annual Open Day for members of the Regimental
Association was held in mid-September and was well-
attended. A special event at the Open Day was the
dedication of a display panel to commemorate the life of
the late Major Peter Hill without whose efforts the
Museum probably would not exist and who was a major
contributor to it right up to the end of his life. We were
delighted that Mrs. Daphne Hill was present at this
occasion, and grateful to her and to all Peter Hill's friends
who had contributed to the provision of the display,
which depicts “Uniforms - of our Regiment - Through the
Ages”. It was good also to have the modern Territorial

Army represented on the day in the person of the very
smart Corporal Lee Fisher of the Queen’s Surreys
Company of 3 PWRR at Farnham.

It is always good to see members of the Regiment at the
Museum whenever it is open, but I am conscious that
many members are not able to visit Clandon, so (Editor
permitting) I thought that a brief description of the new
layout might be welcome, and I hope that there will be
space in the Newsletter for a few photographs to illustrate
this.  (Editor: see centre pages)

Approaching the Museum entrance, you walk the length
of the basement corridor of Clandon Park House, passing
the National Trust Shop, the loos, and the restaurant;
more importantly, passing also a selection of our historic
Colours and other displays as a lead-in to the Museum
proper. The two main rooms of the Museum have
displays mainly in chronological order - with some
“extras” - so turning left inside the door, first is a brief
display on the modern Princess of Wales’s Royal
Regiment, then back to the start of our Regimental
history in King Charles II's time, and moving forward
through the period of the overseas and colonial wars to
the end of the 19th Century. Turn left into the second
room and, on the left is a large case on the Great War
period: continue round the room to displays on peace-
time soldiering in the inter-war years, the 2nd World War
and the Malayan Campaign. Then there is a case on
“Recruiting Through the Ages”, and one on our old
Depots and our chapels which includes the delightful and
evocative model parade-ground scene. Back into the first
room, and on the left is the display of our Regimental
Heroes who have been awarded the VC and GC. Then is
the Museum Shop, dispensing books, badges and
Regimental mementos, then the new inter-active audio-
visual display which gives some real insights into
soldiering in the Regiment in the 2nd World War. The
medal display covers the whole of the far wall and is
really quite a sight. Lastly, in the centre of the room is a
display mainly of pictures, illustrating our historic
connections with maritime soldiering.

The third exhibition room, now entitled “The Regimental
Room”, is shared with the National Trust so regrettably
not always open to visitors. It is nonetheless well worth
looking at if you can, as it contains stunning displays of
our best Regimental treasures laid out on a thematic basis
and including sections on The Freedom Boroughs, the
Messes, Colonels of the Regiment, Volunteers, and Band
and Drums. Entrance is from the second room of the
Museum.

The final room is the Administrative Office and Archive
Room. home to the Curator, Staff and Volunteers when
not otherwise engaged, and to the large collection of
historic documents and photographs. This is the nerve-
centre of the Museum and the place to go if you want to
do some research (please make an appointment if you
want to look at documents). Here also the Museum gives



a public service of providing extracts, nicely printed,
from the National record of british soldiers (of all
regiments) who died in the two World Wars.

After that brief tour, it remains to say that we have been
pleased by the reception from the Regiment and the
public given to the refurbished Museum, and we are
grateful for both the commendations and the criticisms
which we have received. Constructive criticism is always
welcome and useful. It helps us to improve the Museum,
and we know that there are several things waiting to be
done when resources permit (we also know that the job
will never actually ever be complete!).

The Museum Trustees are now beginning to look to the
next stage in the Museum’s life, and how to deal best with
the reality that the Regiment will start to fade away in the
very foreseeable future; more on that in due course. More
immediately, we shall soon be saying goodbye to Penny
James, our splendid Curator of many years, when she
retires at the end of this season. At the time of writing, the
process of recruiting is in hand, but more on this too in
the next Newsletter.

Adrian Birtles.

o000

Annual Church Service

The Association's annual church service at Guildford
Cathedral on Sunday, June 9th 2002 celebrated both the
The Queen's Golden Jubilee and the Tercentenary of the
raising in 1702 of Villiers' Marines. Despite unpromising
weather, a congregation of over 450 Association members,
families and guests had taken their places by the time the
Lord Lieutenant of Surrey was greeted on the cathedral
steps by the Association President and escorted to her seat
by the Dean. The congregation then stood while the colour
party from 2 PWRR marched into the cathedral followed
by the Association standard. The moving service which
followed was conducted by the Dean, the Very Reverend
Victor Stock, and included readings by the Association
President and by Col David Dickins. The preacher was the
Reverend James Bates, Rector of All Saints, Kingston
upon Thames, where the Regimental Chapel of The East
Surrey Regiment is located.

After the service the colour party and Association
standard led the Dean, Chapter and congregation out of
the cathedral. Association members then moved to form
up behind the Kohima Band under the eagle eye of the
RSM 2 PWRR before, led by Col John Francis, marching
past the Lord Lieutenant who took the salute from the
cathedral steps. Sadly, at the last minute the increasingly
blustery wind and low cloud prevented the planned
display drop by the Free-Fall Parachute Team of The
Princess of Wales's Royal Regiment, although their plane
actually circled overhead. Undaunted by the
deteriorating weather members, families and guests
adjourned to a large marquee on the cathedral green for a
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buffet lunch, liquid refreshment, speeches and much
reminiscing, all to musical accompaniment provided by
the Kohima Band.

The Association was extremely grateful for the generous
support provided by the Regimental family during the
preparations and on the day. Particular thanks were due
to 2 PWRR which provided most of the administrative
personnel and the colour party, and to the Kohima Band.
Without such assistance the event would not have been
possible.

oQ0o

Her Majesty's Golden Jubilee Parade

It all started with a phone call from John Rogerson a few
months before the great day, asking me if I would care to,
with Mike Etherington our Association standard bearer,
represent the Regimental Association on the Parade
celebrating the Queen's Golden Jubilee on Tuesday the
4th June.

After getting over the initial shock of such an honour to
be asked and saying yes, [ asked John “why me™!! He
said that I was one of the few members that the
‘mysterious they’ could think of who still remembers
how to wear a beret properly! In due course I received all
the bumf regarding the Parade. I made arrangements with
Mike to meet him at an RV of great importance on the
great day, the Albert public house in Victoria St, a few
minutes walk from where we had to form up in Tothill St.

~ YEL Y
!!!1;
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Messrs Etherington and Lefevre on Parade.

We were on parade at the required time of 1300 hours,
where we met Jerry Patmore, another Association
member, carrying the standard of a different regiment
(The Duke of Cambridge’s Own) the old 57th of Foot. I

asked him what he was doing carrying the ‘Middies’
standard and he told me that he was originally badged
Middlesex on joining up and was later transferred to The
Queen’s Royal Surrey Regiment. Another standard bearer
was of The Queen’s Regiment (the young Queen’s as |
call them).

We also saw Brian Bartlett of The Queen’s Own Royal
West Kent Regiment (50th of Foot), who is a colleague of
mine in the British Army Association, and representatives
from The Buffs (The Royal East Kent Regiment), The
Queen’s Own Buffs, and many more too numerous to
mention. It was wonderful and moving to see so many of
the old Regiments’ Cap Badges and Association
Standards again. All the men on Parade were as usual
smartly turned out and a credit to all their Regiments and
Corps.

I don’t think any other Army could have it’s ex-members
so well turned out; in fact lots of tourists were asking to
be photographed with us all. As one American said to me
“only you Brits’ could look so smart and put on a show
like this, it’s great!”. Mike gently told him that we Brits’

have quite a bit of experience of it over 500 years (give or.

take a few). The American was dumfounded when Mike
told him our Regiments had over 300 years of doing it,
and as he walked away I heard him say to his wife “Oh
God we’ve got a lot of things to be grateful for with these
guys, no wonder they win wars!”.

Standing in ranks of twenty and twenty files deep, from
the air we must have looked an impressive sight and that
was just the Regimental Associations. As usual it was a
case of hurry up and wait; finally after many false starts it
wasn’t till on Horse Guards Parade Ground that we really
oot into our stride and moved as one mass of 400 men.

When we marched into the Mall behind 400 Royal
British Legion Standards from all over the UK the crowd
erupted into a massive sound of cheering and applause. It
seemed as though they had been waiting for us *Old and
Bold" to arrive. The noise was deafening, people were
leaning over the barriers to shake our hands and touch us,
with cries like “"Well done the Old ‘uns!”, and so on,
parents lifting up their children to get a better look at us,
and cameras tlashing and clicking.

It was a job to hear the sound of the band above it all and
hard to keep step and dressing but as we got nearer to Her
Majesty in the viewing stand it all came together, and on
the command “Eyes Left”, it was a proud and smart 400
men who did it as on a parade ground of old; none of us
had lost our touch.

As we marched past Queen Elizabeth and the Royal
Family you could almost feel the pride and loyalty of the
men to the Queen, their Country, and the Regiments they
were once a part of. It was one of the proudest moments
of my life; to be able to represent so many men of three
of the finest regiments of the British Army, The Queen’s
Royal Regiment (West Surrey), The East Surrey
Regiment and The Queen’s Royal Surrey Regiment.

As we passed in front of Buckingham Palace some of the
greatest cheers we got were from all the children and
young people who were all dressed in Golden Yellow
who had formed part of the procession earlier and had
already finished before we had started.

On passing the rear of Wellington Barracks even the off
duty Guardsmen came out and cheered and applauded us,
and as we were nearing the end of our march it did us all a
power of good. Just after that we were back where we had
started lining up four hours earlier and finally given the
order to dismiss. Mike gave a great sigh 