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Forecast of Events

2003

The Queen’s Royal Surrey Regiment Association Annual Church Service -
Guildford Cathedral.

MINDEN DAY.

2/6th and 2/7th Bns The Queen’s Royal Regiment OCA Combined Annual Reunion:

details from Maj M R Nason TD, 64 Westfield Road, Barnehurst, Kent DA7 6LR.
SALERNO DAY - 60TH ANNIVERSARY.

Museum Open Day.

The Queen’s Royal Surrey Regiment Charity Trustees Meeting.

The East Surrey Regiment OCA Reunion. (1300-1900 hours).

The Queen’s Royal Surrey Regiment Officers’ Club Ladies™ Luncheon - Clandon
(details with this Newsletter).

Golf Society Autumn Meeting, Woking Golf Club.

The Queen’s Royal Surrey Regiment Museum Trustees Meeting.

5 Queen’s OMA Reunion.

Field of Remembrance - Westminster Abbey, L.ondon.

Association Annual Reunion - Union Jack Club (details with this Newsletter).

Remembrance Day Parades - Guildford - Kingston - Hailes Church, Camberwell -
Southwark, Bermondsey and the Cenotaph - London.

BRITISH BATTALION DAY (1941)

2004

The Queen’s Royal Surrey Regiment Territorial Trustees Meeting.

The Queen’s Royal Surrey Regiment Association Main Meeting,
Charity Trustees Meeting and Officers’ Club Meeting - Clandon.

Golf Society Spring Meeting, Sudbrook Park.
Golf v Royal Marines - Fleet.

The Queen’s Royal Surrey Regiment Association Annual Church Service -
Guildford Cathedral.

Frontispiece:

Officer of The East Surreys (Middle East 1943) and Private of The st East Surreys (Italy 1944) with the Divisional Signs of

7th Armoured Division, 78th Division and 56th (London) Division.

Back Cover:

The new website www.queensroyalsurreys.org.uk

Editorial

The Newsletter seeks to be both a historical document
and a vehicle to inform you all of the Association,
Branch and other activities. Sadly this edition is no
exception in recording the loss of a number of former
comrades and members of the regimental family; we
offer our sincere condolences to their loved ones.
Articles also record the remembrance of those who made
the supreme sacrifice on the field of battle. Later on this
year will see events to commemorate the 60th
Anmiversary of the start of the campaign in Italy.

In a happier vein, through word and picture this edition
gives an insight into the many social and other activities
of the Association and Branches, as well as recent
commemorative events. I am most grateful to those who
submitted articles and photographs. The Association's
important ongoing benevolent effort, administered on
our behalf by RHQ PWRR, is also reflected.

As noted by the Association President and Museum
Chairman, the refurbished museum has been warmly
received. It has recently benefited from the very
generous presentation of the medals of Lieutenant
Colonel Bushell VC DSO. If you have not already done
so, why not pay your museum a visit; entrance is free.
For those unable to go in person the new website-
www.queensroyalsurreys.org.uk - can provide a
“virtual” display of key items in the collection, along
with much other information.

With all good wishes

Tony Russell

President's Notes

After some years of uncertainty the refurbished museum
is now well established and a credit to the Regiment. In
the coming year or two we hope to reach an agreement
on the long term future of the museum with the National
Trust.

Although the total funds available to the Regimental
Charity are less than forecast in Brigadier Doyle's report
on the future of the Association this will not affect our
priority task of providing financial assistance to those of
our members in need. Nevertheless the Trustees
continue to hope for a recovery in the stock market to
enhance our capital base.

Sadly we have to record the death of Brigadier Charles
Millman who will be missed by many and particularly
by the 6th (Bermondsey) Battalion The Queen’'s Royal
Regiment Old Comrades Association of which he was
President.

The branch secretaries had their annual meeting with the
Trustees in March and it is very encouraging to see how
active our branches are. The Association annual church

service in the Cathedral was well attended last year and 1
hope will continue to be. The Annual reunion at the
Union Jack Club continues to be oversubscribed and is
always an excellent time for walking down memory
lane.

With my best wishes
Bob Acworth
The Princess of Wales's Royal Regiment

Since the last edition much has happened
on the world stage, with the war in Iraq
fought and won. The PWRR was not
deployed to Iraq as a battalion, however
it had approximately 50 All Ranks in the
war zone and another 40 All Ranks in
Afghanistan. The muddle and the
confusion surrounding the firemen's strike never went
away with 19,000 service personnel still on standby
during the war. As we write this muddle still continues.

The 1st Battalion continues its Armoured Warrior role in
Tidworth. It will in the near future form part of a brigade
as the follow-on force for Irag. Training must now take
priority after the firemen's strike deployment had
completely changed any proposed training programmes
(e.g. an exercise that took over a year to plan was
cancelled at 48 hours notice due to the firemen's strike!).
The Battalion goes to Canada in August/September 2003
to carry out the all important live firing exercises
required to fine tune their tactics ready for Iraq.

If Op Fresco (firemen's strike) continues the Battalion
will once again take over responsibility for the South
London Area providing 250 troops with a further 250
troops committed and deployed to Northern Ireland.
They will man the Green Goddesses. The Battalion is in
fine form, recruited to over establishment and looking
forward to the next few months.

The 2nd Battalion has now settled into life at the new
barracks at Ternhill (Shropshire). Their exercise to
Kenya that was due to take place in January and
February 2003 was cancelled at short notice due to the
looming war in Iraq and the firemen's strike not being
resolved. They will proceed on a 6 months tour to
Northern Ireland in June 2003. They are now
concentrating on specialist training for the Province at
Lydd Ranges. The Colonel in Chief is due to visit them
on 16 May (Albuhera Day) at Lydd.

The 3rd Battalion is now under the command of
Lieutenant Colonel Tony Guthrie. The previous CO -
Lieutenant Colonel Patrick Crowley - is now ensconced
as a DS at Shrivenham having had a very successful
tour. The Battalion have provided the main element
(approximately 40 All Ranks) of a Composite (TA) Rifle
Company for deployment to Afghanistan. This will be
an exciting deployment and will commence in June 2003
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for six months. The Battalion also provided 8 members
for compulsory call out for the recent war in Iraq and
also 5 ORs who are deployed to Bosnia, Kosovo and
Cyprus, all in support of the Regular Army. In addition
the Battalion is forming the Civil Contingency Reaction
Force (CCRF) with the HQ based in Canterbury. This
force would be used in the event of a terrorist problem
or natural major disaster. Annual Camp 2003 will be in
Sennybridge.

B Company The London Regiment recently had a good
Annual Camp in Sennelager. They also have provided 3
ORs for deployment to Afghanistan and had a couple
who were subject to compulsory reservist call up for
Iraq. Annual Camp 2003 will be at Dartmoor.

C Company The Royal Rifle Volunteers provides the
highest percentage of soldiers for Full Time Reserve
Service (those volunteering for a fixed term of
deployment with the Regular Army) from the Battalion.
They have 5 for Afghanistan, 2 for Iraq and more for
Cyprus and Kosovo. Annual Camp last year was in the
Ukraine and in 2003 it will be in Lithuania.

As can be seen there is a strong reliance on the part time
soldier to support the Regular Army operations. This is
excellent and well carried out by our volunteer soldiers.

In summary The Regiment is in fine form and once the
firemen's strike can be resolved life should get back to
the correct level of training and operations.

Benevolence

During 2002 a total of 163 cases were investigated and
131 individual grants-in-aid were approved. In the
majority of cases the grants were for household
expenses, debts and rent arrears. The Association helped
to provide 19 further electrically powered vehicles and
contributed to 5 convalescent holidays. During this last
year we have also assisted members who are cared for
by the Ex Services Mental Welfare Society, War
Pensions Agency, Combat Stress and the Ex Services
Fellowship Centres.

The Regimental Charity paid out £36,435 as individual
grants-in-aid during 2002. Of the 32 cases not receiving
a grant, local Councils/Charities or other Regimental
Charities assisted 15 after we had contacted them. Ten
cases were not receiving such allowances as attendance,
mobility or rent rebate. Twenty four Army Benevolent
Fund (ABF) Annuities were administered and the ABF
generously contributed £50 per month per case. During
this period we have renewed or arranged for 6 Nursing
Home Fees grants, each of £624 from the ABF and £154
from the Association per year, to be paid for our old
soldiers or their widows to be looked after. We have one
resident in Gifford House. The ABF total grants in
support, which are in addition to the monies paid by the
Regimental Charity, were £18,144.

The benevolence effort continues and between 1 January
2003 and 7 May 2003 the Regimental Charity made
individual grants-in-aid totalling £11,874.

We are extremely grateful to Major John Rogerson at
RHQ PWRR for his unstinting benevolence work on
behalf of the Association. Thanks are also due to the
ABF which is always helpful with prompt action and
advice. SSAFA, Forces Help Society and The Royal
British Legion investigate the majority of our cases and
we are particularly grateful to their caseworkers for all
their assistance.

Appended below are extracts from a selection of letters
of appreciation received since the last Newsletter.

oQo

I am writing with heartfelt thanks for helping with funds
for me to get an alarm installed in my home after the
burglars broke in. At last I feel I am safe again now. I
have lived here for 48 years and had always felt safe
before. Thanks to your kindness I really appreciate the
security it has given me; I will never forget it. Kindest
regards and thanks to all.

o0Q0o

I have just had a visit from the Welfare Secretary
Heathfield Branch British Legion, to inform me that you
have kindly sent him a cheque for £200 to help me with
my gas bills which I thank you very much for. Your
help over the past years have been such a great help to
me - and a great burden off my shoulders. I do not have
the best of health at the moment and the doctor has told
me that I must keep the flat warm on cold days. I was
worried about this as I did not know how I was going to
afford it, but with your kind help I feel much happier
about it. Would you please convey my thanks to all
concerned for your kindness and help.

oQ0o

I would like to express my grateful thanks to you for the
assistance you have given me. I would also be grateful
if you would, on my behalf, pass on my sincere
appreciation to the other organisations concerned. With
these contributions I am hoping to be able to proceed
with the purchase and installation of a stair lift. This
will greatly improve my quality of life and allow me to
maintain my independence. Once again, many thanks to
all of you.

oQo

I am writing io thank you for the generous donation of
£500 to help me to repay the cost of the new gas boiler
which I had purchased on a three year agreement just
prior to my husband's death.

000

Thank you so very much for your very kind and
generous help for me. I am now 83 years old but I am
sure my late husband (he died 6 Y2 years ago) would be
so thankful to know how the fund has helped me in my
old age. Once again I thank you and all concerned.

oQ0o

Last week I got a big surprise and received a £25
voucher from the Regiment. I just wanted to say thank
you, and as I am 80 and living on pension and no
savings, I shall enjoy the voucher.

oQ0o

Many thanks for the Christmas card and especially the
voucher. This will enable me to buy a surprise gift for
my wife.

oQ0o

I would like to express my gratitude for the grant you
have given me via SSAFA to enable me to replace my
old solid fuel boiler for a new gas one - this will be an
enormous help to me. Iam sincerely grateful to you.

oQdo

I wish to express my gratitude to the Regimental
Association and Benevolent Fund for the cheque of £400
towards my advance payment for a mobility car. Also to
thank you for the newsletter.

o0o

I have just heard that it has been decided for me to
receive further Benevolence assistance in 2003, which I
am very pleased and happy to accept. I thank you for
the kindness that comes with this gift.

oQ0o

My husband and I would like to take the opportunity to
say thank you for the generous donation which you
made to the Royal British Legion toward a shower room
on our behalf. I am glad to tell you the work is now
completed and we are more than satisfied with it, so
once again a big thank you. God bless.

oQ0o

I am writing to express my very sincere thanks to you
and the Regimental Association for the lovely holiday
they provided for me at Herne Bay. It was great there,
excellent staff, food and comfort. I thank you all once
again.

oQo

A Royal British Legion Field Officer writes: I have
just received a cheque for £500 towards household
expenses for Mrs A. She is most grateful for the help of

the Queen's Royal Surrey Regiment Charity and will be
writing to you, direct, in due course. In the interim
would you please pass her thanks - and mine - to your
President and Trustees? As year follows year, I continue
to be impressed with your Association's swift and kind
response to a call for help from the family of an ex-
member of the Regiment. It will give me great pleasure
to keep you in touch with Private A’s widow for as long
as you wish me to do so.

oQo

A Royal British Legion Field Officer writes: Thank
you very much for your cheque in the sum of £200 to
cover 50% of Mr B’s gas bills. I can confirm that I will
administer the funds as in the past. This is indeed very
generous and I know that Mr B will be over the moon
when I see him tomorrow. Thank you also for the
Newsletter which will enable Mr B to keep up to date
with his old Regiment. Once again thank you for your
very prompt response.

o0o

THE WAR PENSIONERS' WELFARE SERVICE

The War Pensioners' Welfare Service (WPWS) exists to
provide advice, guidance and practical help to War
Disablement Pensioners, War Widows and War
Widowers. You are entitled to help if you are currently
receiving a pension or if at any time in the past you have
received a gratuity for war disablement. WPWS also
provide help to people who are in the process of
claiming a War Disablement, War Widow's, or War
Widower's pension.

WPWS will try to help with any kind of welfare
problem. It does not have to be directly linked to your
war disablement or your service in H.M. Forces.

Each area of the country is covered by a WPWS Welfare
Manager who is responsible for providing help to all war
pensioners, war widows and war widowers in the
locality. Every Manager is assisted by support staff as
well as a network of volunteer visitors. They also work
closely with all the main ex-service organisations and,
through them, can provide a wide range of advice and
help.

Details below give a general idea of the type of help
WPWS can give. However, if you have needs which are
not covered they can still be contacted and, if unable to
help directly, will do their best to put you in touch with
someone who can.

Help claiming a war pension

WPWS can give expert advice on all aspects of
entitlement to war pensions. If necessary, they will visit
you in your own home and can help you to fill in a claim
or appeal form. All their welfare offices are linked to



the main war pensions computer system so can provide
speedy answers to any queries about your claim.

Financial assistance and employment difficulties

WPWS can provide advice on budgeting and money
management and help you to check that you are
receiving all the state benefits to which you are entitled.
WPWS are also in touch with a wide range of ex-service
charities providing financial or other support and may be
able to identify any that could help you.

If you are of working age and find disability is
preventing you from getting work or keeping your
existing job WPWS may be able to help. They can work
with organisations specialising in these kinds of
problems to see what help is available for employment
Or re-training.

Disability needs

If you need items such as stair lifts, bathroom
adaptations and personal alarm systems WPWS can help
you to obtain these from your local Social Services
Department. WPWS also link with ex-service
organisations to get assistance for the purchase of
wheelchairs and scooters. There are many specialist ex-
service organisations which provide help with particular
disabilities and WPWS can put you in touch with them
and other local support groups.

Residential and nursing care

If a War Pensioner, War Widow or War Widower needs
residential or nursing care WPWS can advise on ways of
finding a suitable home or discuss alternative support
available. WPWS will also be able to give advice on
what financial help may be available with the cost of
care needs. WPWS can also advise on respite care for
family members.

Social contacts and everyday help

Loneliness is often the most difficult problem that can
face someone if they have difficulty getting out and
about. WPWS can usually arrange visits from one of
their volunteers. These visitors are normally from the
local area and may have knowledge of local services you
might be interested in. They would work together to try
and help with any problems isolation or disability may
cause.

How to Contact WPWS

You should be able to find the local War Pensioners'
Welfare Office in the telephone directory under "War
Pensions Agency" or "Veterans Agency". Opening
times for telephone calls are: Monday-Thursday 08:30 -
16:30. Friday 08:30 - 16:00.

Alternatively you can telephone the Veterans Agency
Helpline who can provide the telephone number of your
local welfare office or take details and arrange for a
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member of the welfare staff to contact you. The
Helpline number is: Free Phone (UK only) 0800
1692277. E-mail: help@veteransagency.mod.uk

There is also a website at
http://www.veteransagency.mod.uk

oQ0o

Donations

The Trustees wish to thank all those who have
generously sent donations to our charitable funds.

oQo

At the Main Committce Meeting in March 2003 Branch
Secretaries requested that the Newsletter include a
reminder that legacies could be left to the Association
Charity and the Museum Charity. Anyone
contemplating such a generous act may wish to note that
the Association Charity, the Museum, and the Territorial
Charity are separate and distinct charitable
organisations.

oQo

Our thanKs are due again to Major J L A ‘

Fowler TD for generously supplying the paper

@E‘L& for the Newsletter. A

Congratulations
and
Best Wishes

Congratulations to:-

Brian and Sheila Spear who celebrated their Ruby
Wedding anniversary on 15th December 2002.

Birthday congratulations to:

Lieutenant Colonel Peter Taylor who celebrated his 90th
birthday on 25th January 2003.

Stan Blay who celebrated his 80th birthday on 19th
December 2002.

Ted Jephcote who celebrated his 80th birthday on 28th
January 2003

PAY ATTENTION

CAN
YOU

Readers who may be able to assist with information
about the following are asked to contact the Editor who
will pass details on to the interested parties.

o00o
Les Carter seeks information about his late father,
known as Charlie or Nick Carter, who served in the Ist
Battalion Queen’s Royal Regiment (B Company) and
died in Burma in April 1944.

oc0Qo

Doctor Elizabeth Kaegi would like to contact anyone
who remembers her late mother, Sister Ivy Pritchard,
who was a nursing sister with Queen Alexandra’s
Imperial Military Nursing Service in India and Burma,
1943-1946. She is believed to have served in Poona,
India and then in a series of casualty clearing stations in
Panitola, Kohima, Meiktila and Magwe.

oQo
Peter Moore would like to trace any relatives of Major
N T Lennan MC or Brigadier Alan Block. both Queen’s

Royal Regiment, who he knew in Italy and Greece
through the latter stages of the Second World War.

o00o

Mrs D Boyland would like to hear from anyone who
remembers her late husband Gunner N G Boyland who
was originally enlisted into the Queen’s Royal Regiment
in June 1939.

Left to right:- Nobby Hodge, Sid Foscett (?)
and Gunner Boyland

o00o

Barbara Smith would like to identify the individuals in
the picture of the ‘long and the short’ below. There is no
indication of when it was taken but there is a possibility
that the individual at left rear could be her late father
Private David Thomas Smith.

) :‘“

*

.

oQo

Marjo Janssen-Huijskens (from Holland) is trying on
behalf of the Petit family who live on a farm at
Horsterweg in Stramproy to get in contact with any of
the soldiers from the Queen’s Royal Regiment who were
billeted with the family at Christmas 1944. One soldier
was believed to have a sister named Barbara, and left a
small purse containing a relic and two medals with the
family.

o0o

Can anyone help identify the above officer?

o0o0



Museum Notes

These notes are always written a month or so before you
read them (even if the Editor’s deadline is pushed to the
limit!), so this edition picks up the story from last
October, just before the end of the 2002 Clandon Park
season. The first season for the Museum since the
refurbishment went well; a good number of visitors, and a
good many nice comments on the new displays (the odd
grumble too, of course, from those who could not find an
old favourite). Operationally, the winter period has
seemed something like normal after the last two hectic
years, with the usual round of cleaning and conservation
work, and a pretty constant stream of research enquiries.
Small improvements to the displays have continued, and
we could, perhaps, start a “spot the difference”
competition for the 2003 season! The new season in fact
started on 1st April, and has been going well.

The Museum only functions because of the people who
work for it and support it, and this has been an area of
change during the last six months. Penny James retired
at the end of the 2002 season after serving the Museum
outstandingly for many years as our Curator, and
playing a key role in the refurbishment project. The
Trustees gave a small party for her after their October
meeting, which managed to be a complete surprise for
Penny. There we thanked her and wished her well for
the future, and gave her a Regimental Brooch as a token
of esteem. The search for a replacement for Penny is
continuing. Many people probably do not know that this
post is a Ministry of Defence employment; part of the
valuable assistance that MoD gives recognised military
museums. As a consequence, though, we have to follow
Civil Service recruitment procedures, which are proving
somewhat difficult and long-winded.

Penny’s other role was as Secretary to the Museum
Trustees, and we have been delighted to welcome Major
Tony Russell as he has taken that on, particularly as he
has rather been thrown in at the deep end.

All the changes have meant that Roy Harding has had a
tough winter keeping the Museum clean and shipshape,
shop operating, and enquiries dealt with. Good news
has, however, come in the form of Samantha Higgs,
whom the National Trust kindly seconded to the
Museum to assist Roy during the winter, and who is now
staffing the Museum during opening hours until a new
permanent appointment is made. Samantha is highly
qualified in museum work and a very welcome member
of our team.

Behind the front line, we have been delighted to
welcome Colonel Nicholas Davies as a new member of
the Museum Management Committee; he brings a
wealth of experience to us. We were also very pleased
that the re-organisation of duties at RHQ at Canterbury
permitted Major John Rogerson to continue as the
PWWR nominated Museum Trustee.

The Museum Trustees have taken the process of
planning for the longer-term future - 2010 and beyond -
forward another step. The definite aim is now to keep a
Regimental Exhibition at Clandon Park for the
foreseeable future, which will mean reaching agreement
with the National Trust over what will follow when the
present Museum Lease comes to an end in 2011. Very
likely the form of the Museum will have to change
somewhat, and most probably our documentary archives
will need to be passed to a more specialised organisation
capable of conserving them and giving public access in
perpetuity. Practical work to bring these things about is
now starting, and progress will be reported in future
Newsletters.

A
. ‘f

Penny Janes leaves her retirement party

Of more immediate importance, the Trustees agreed in
March to commission a new Museum Website to replace
the old one rendered obsolete by the refurbishment. We
are most grateful to the Queen’s Surreys Territorial
Trustees for financial support for this work. The new
website aims to go well beyond simply providing
publicity for the Museum (it will do that of course); in
effect it will become a Regimental and Regimental
Association website, providing a great deal of
information for anyone interested in the Regiment and
its place in military history, whether they visit the
Museum or not. The technical work is being done by our
contractor David Swan Design, and the editorial content
is being masterminded by Lieutenant Colonel Les
Wilson. With a little good fortune, by the time you read

this the website should be up and running on
www.queensroyalsurreys.org.uk (Editor’s note: the
Website is active and example pages form the back
cover of the Newsletter).

The other thing that the Museum Trustees want to do is
to set up a “Friends of the Queen’s Surreys Museum”
group to help to bring together better all who are
interested in our Museum and its future, and to provide
moral (and some tangible) support for the staff and
volunteers in the front line. To get a “Friends”
organisation off the ground, we need a volunteer to act
as Secretary - not an enormous job, and the Museum’s
administration would be behind you. If you think this
might be interesting (it would certainly be worthwhile),
please contact any Museum Trustee or Staff member,
strictly without obligation'!

We hope to see many members of the Regiment at
Clandon, friends old and new, during the 2003 season.
The Open Day for members of the Regimental
Association will be on Sunday 14th September, when all
will be particularly welcome to see what we are up to
and get together with mates and comrades.

Adrian Birtles

o00o

Lieutenant Colonel Christopher Bushell VC DSO -
Presentation of Medals

The outstanding bravery and
inspired leadership of Lieutenant
Colonel Christopher Bushell VC
DSO was remembered during a
reception and ceremony on Sunday
27th April 2003 to mark the gifting
of his medals to the Regimental
Museum. The ceremony was
attended by all 17 surviving direct
descendants as well as by other
family members, and by
representatives of th¢ Regimental Association and of the
Museum.

Lieutenant Colonel Bushell's VC had previously been
presented to the Museum in the Autumn of 2002. The
family subsequently agreed to give all the remaining
medals to the Museum so that it would be possible to
display the complete set of medals awarded to one of the
Regiment's heroes. Andrew Maclehose, the eldest
grandson, led the family party, some of whom had
travelled considerable distances to be present. They were
welcomed by the Association President and the medals
were gratefully accepted on behalf of the Museum by
Captain Adrian Birtles.

Christopher Bushell was born at Neston, Cheshire on
31st October 1888. After attending Rugby and
graduating from Oxford University he was called to the

Bar of the Inner Temple in 1912, the year in which he
joined the Special Reserve of Officers as a second
lieutenant with The 1st Battalion The Queen's Royal
(West Surrey) Regiment. In 1914 he went to France with
the 1st Battalion as part of the original BEF, took part in
the retreat from Mons, and was severely wounded in
September 1914 during the Battle of the Aisne.

In August 1915 he married Rachel Lambert and in June
1916 the couple had a daughter, Elizabeth Hope, who
subsequently became Mrs Maclehose. Bushell had
returned to France in November 1915 and served in staff
appointments before joining 7th Queens with whom he
served as Company Commander, Second-in-Command
and finally as CO. He was twice Mentioned in
Despatches and in January 1918 he was awarded the
DSO. On 3rd May 1918 the award of the VC for his
actions in March 1918 was gazetted.

Lieutenant Colonel Christopher Bushell was killed in
action on 8th August 1918, the first day of the Battle of
Amiens, whilst in command of 7th Queen's. He was
buried in Querrieu British Cemetery.

Lieutenant Colonel Bushell’s citation reads:-

“For most conspicuous bravery and devotion to duty when
in command of his battalion. Lieut-Colonel Bushell
personally led ‘C’ Company of his battalion, who were co-
operating with an Allied Regiment in a counter-attack, in
face of very heavy machine-gun fire. In the course of this
attack he was severely wounded in the head, but he
continued to carry on, walKing in front of both English
and Allied troops, encouraging and re-organising them. He
refused even to have his wound attended to until he had
placed the whole line in a sound position and formed a
defensive flanK to meet a turning movement by the enemy.
He then went to Brigade Headquarters and reported the
situation, had his wound dressed and returned to the firing
line, which had come bacK a short distance. He visited
every portion of the line, both English and Allied, in face
of terrific machine-gun and rifle fire, exhorting the troops
to remain where they were and to Kill the enemy. In spite
of the wounds, this gallant officer refused to go to the rear,
and eventually had to be removed to the dressing station in
a fainting condition. To the magnificent example of
energy, devotion and courage shown by their Commanding
Officer is attributed the fine spirit displayed and the Keen
fight put up by his battalion, not only on the day in
question, but on each succeeding day of the withdrawal”.

London Gazette
3rd May 1918

Date of Act of Bravery
22nd March 1918
St Quentin

oQo




Remembrance of Corporal John McNamara VC

John McNamara won the
: Victoria Cross on 3rd September
L = 1918 North-West of Lens, France

\
L

L4

while serving with The 9th
Battalion The East Surrey
Regiment. Sadly he was killed in
action near Solesmes, France on
16th October 1918 and never
knew that he had been awarded
the nation's highest award for
gallantry. His widow received his Victoria Cross from
King George V at Buckingham Palace on 27th February
1920. The medal is now in possession of The Queen's
Royal Surrey Regiment museum.

v
—

Corporal McNamara is buried in Romeries Communal
Cemetery, France. In recent years his grave has been
visited by teachers, parents and pupils from Brownedge
St Mary's Roman Catholic High School, Bamber Bridge,
the successor school to that attended by Corporal
McNamara. Corporal McNamara's home town has been
subject to much redevelopment and a memorial plaque
has been installed at a point roughly equidistant from the
site of the house where he was born, the house where he
lived and the mill where he worked.

Pupils and staff from Brownedge St Mary's Roman
Catholic High School joined local dignitaries, former
servicemen and friends of the school on Remembrance
Day 2002 at the local memorial to Cpl John McNamara
VC for a ceremony of readings and prayers, and to
observe the two-minute silence. More than 40 took part.
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Corporal McNamara's Citation reads:-

“For conspicuous bravery, initiative and devotion to duty.
When operating a telephone in evacuated enemy trenches
occupied by his battalion, Corporal McNamara realised
that a determined enemy counter-attack was gaining
ground. Rushing to join the nearest post, he made the most
effective use of a revolver taken from a wounded officer.
Then seizing a Lewis gun, continued to fire it till it
Jjammed. By this time he was alone in the post. Having
destroyed his telephone he joined the nearest post and
again displayed great courage and initiative in
maintaining Lewis-gun fire until reinforcements arrived.
1t was undoubtedly due to the magnificent courage and
determination of Private McNamara that the other posts
were enabled to hold on and his fine example of devotion to
duty is worthy of the highest praise’.

London Gazette

15th November 1918

Date of Act of Bravery
3rd September 1918
Lens
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RSM Tommy Atkins on behalf of the Association presents a

copy of The Infantry Regiments of Surrey to Tim Ward the
curator of the Prince Consorts Library, Aldershot.

A Town Too Far

Having joined East Surrey Regiment at the age of 17 in
May 1940, the late George Thornton was posted to
North Africa with the Ist Battalion, East Surrey
Regiment in the autumn of 1942. As the spearhead of
the 1st Army, the 1ith Infantry Brigade, of which he
was part, headed towards Tunisia. He recalled that:

Just before sunset we were ordered to get down to our
transport and get our blankets. As we all started to go
back up our hill, 186, a shout came, “tanks are coming”.
We thought it might be our Blade Force of a hundred
tanks, Valentine and Crusader, but it was not. It was
Jerry’s heavy tanks, 88 mm guns, and all hell broke
loose. They destroyed our transport and then came after
us. We had never run so fast in our lives and, going up
hill, this was where our training came in. They got to the
bottom of the hill and couldn't climb it or elevate their
guns to shoot at us, thank goodness. There were six
tanks that came round where we were, two of which
came to sort us out, the other four went looking for more
targets along the road. We found out later that another
14 tanks came from the other end of the village. We
heard that our artillery, 25 pounders, knocked 14 out at
close range and another six were knocked out by an anti-
tank unit. We found them along the road on Monday
morning, all burnt out, when we went on patrol.

From then onwards, the barrage never stopped for
several days. Dive-bombed, mortared, infantry attacks -
it only stopped when it got too dark. To make matters
worse, we discovered the Arabs were spying on our
positions in the pay of the Germans, and Jerry was also
spying on us dressed in Arab clothing.

Jerry knew where every position was, like gun
emplacements; in fact, every single thing we had around
Tebourba. To make matters even worse, everywhere we
patrolled we were sniped at; even their fighters came so
low they could see everything. We saw nothing of our
Spitfires; we were so far forward they did not have
enough range in their tanks to reach us. There were
several battles between our tanks and Jerry’s, but with
their 88 mm guns they just blew ours to pieces from a
long range. We lost over two-thirds. They also had three
divisions of infantry as opposed to our one Brigade in
this area, 1st Bn North Hants, 1st Bn East Surrey Regt,
Ist Bn Hampshires, but we fought like tigers in a trap. It
got to a point after several more days of onslaught when
we were ordered to retire slowly back the way we had
come, but on foot covering each other. Each battalion
lost at least two-thirds of their troops, either killed,
wounded or were missing, with Jerry firing at us all the
time through the olive groves. Eventually at nightfall,
hundreds of us moved out of the other side of Tebourba.
But in the dark it was useless trying to keep together and
many split up wandering all over the place. A colleague,
Frank Thornton, and I met each other in the half light of
dawn and kept walking, eventually arriving at some

thick woods about ten miles from Tebourba. It was
either Beja or Medjez el Bab, where there were hundreds
of our men from all sorts of back-up troops.

Our men were offered welcome cups of tea from troops
already there, and we settled down as best we could to
await orders for trucks to come and pick us up, but it
was not to be. After a short time, a 15 cwt truck and an
officer pulled in from the opposite direction on the edge
of the woods and started to off-load their trucks. You
might not believe what [ am about to tell you, but it is
something that I shall never forget.

They were Coldstream or Grenadier Guardsmen and
they unloaded a wicker table, white tablecloth, white
mugs and plates, silver cutlery and wicker chairs. They
had spit and polish boots and the officers had shining
pips. It would seem they were going to have breakfast,
with Jerry just a few miles away. I approached the
officer, saluted, and said, "I hope you realise where we
are Sir, Jerry is just up the road and all this lot will show
up from the sky and the road like a sore thumb. May I
suggest you put them back in the trucks and prepare for
trouble". He looked at me contemptuously and said "....
off. I am in charge of this detachment". I replied, "on
your head be it, you are wasting a lot of lives by doing
this"”, but he would not listen to reason. They had not
been long in Africa, a few days, docked at Blida harbour
and were the head of their troops.

We all knew what to do and quickly dug slit trenches
and got close to them in readiness. A little later, two
Jerry fighters appeared. One went to one end of the
woods whilst the other started from our sector and just
flew from one end to the other and turned away. We
heard that they had radioed back to the airfield at
Tebourba, so we got in the trenches and stayed still.
Within minutes, two Stuka dive bombers flew over,
went to the other end, came back one after the other and
dropped bombs right where the Guards were at the end
of the woods. The trucks exploded, it was like an
inferno. As the Stukas flew off, we approached the area;
quite a lot were dead and dying and some severely
wounded. Medics tried to have a look at them, but the
heat was tremendous.
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We all knew what the outcome of this would mean; very
soon lorry loads of German troops would be arriving.
Most of us took the right decision and went out the other
end of the woods to go further back to be picked up. To
our surprise, there was a French artillery battery facing
the woods and just behind were two or three heavy
German tanks straddled across the road and area
alongside. I approached the French unit and spoke to the
officer and said “La Boche tanks ici” and pointed behind
them. He said “C’est la guerre” - in other words, he
could not care less about the war and the Boche.

We all started to move away as quickly as possible
before they opened fire and luckily there were some hills
quite close. We went to the other side of them.
Eventually, we reached a town called Souk el Arba right
on the borders of Tunisia and Algeria (Tunisia is much
smaller than Algeria). We were picked up after two days
and nights, having been bombed on the first night by
Jerry. We got back to our lines after about four days.

I went on to serve in quite a lot more places in Tunisia,
before being severely wounded at Longstop Hill just
before Easter 1943.

(printed by kind permission of “Wartime News”).
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Victory at El Alamein
by Derrick Watson

As a new Lieutenant fresh
out from England, 1 joined
the 1st/5th Queen's Royal
Regiment in Egypt just after
they had lost two companies
at the Battle of Munassib just
before Alam El Halfa. I held
the surviving veterans in
some awe, but my main
concern, both then and later,
was the fear of getting lost in
the desert.

Lieutenant Watson, 1943

The 44th London Division,
which contained the Queen's Brigade, was briefed in the
inimitable style to stage a major diversion in the south.

So we set off one evening, two battalions, two
companies up in line abreast across a thousand yards of
minefields led by an officer, Captain Capper, on a
compass bearing and Lieutenant Colonel East using a
stick as a result of a First World War wound.

We were to advance behind a barrage of a thousand
guns. There were casualties in the platoon on my right
from one of our guns firing short or possibly from the
enemy replying. | can still remember the shriek from
Private Mansell when a booby trap on the barbed wire
literally blew him to pieces.
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Eventually our leading platoon and the 1st/6th Queen's
on our left arrived in the middle of the Italian positions
and some twenty to thirty Italians cheerfully gave
themselves up and remained with us for the next 24
hours withdrawing with us at the end of that time.

German paratroopers took over and proceeded to inflict
heavy casualties on us, using mortars and machine guns
firing on fixed lines from entrenched positions. I
remember young O'Connell, both legs severed by a
mortar bomb, screaming for help and then for his mother
before he mercifully died. Captain Capper who led the
advance was hit and disappeared from sight - calling out
deliriously at intervals during the day before he too fell
quiet.

When the barrage stopped, the advance stopped. We had
reached our objectives and were in close contact with
the enemy. After a period of confusion in the darkness,
we vainly attempted to regroup and advance further. I
found myself sharing a slit trench with Sergeant Parkin
in response to a shouted command to "dig in". We
occupied that slit trench for the next twelve hours and
once daylight came it was dangerous to lift your head
and suicide to stand up. We had biscuits, bully and water
in our bottles.

Fortunately, the sergeant and I found ourselves in a
slight dip which meant we were safe from the enemy
machine gun fire that continued throughout the day. For
some reason, the mortar fire which had caused such
casualties earlier did not recur, possibly because we
were too close to the enemy lines or possibly because
they had run out of ammunition. The only
communication was by shouting from one trench to
another. An officer runner, Lieutenant Opperman, was
sent back before first light to ask for tanks to come
forward in support and he was awarded an MC for
performing this hazardous task.

As dusk approached, those forward of us who were in a
position to observe the enemy reported they were
gathering in force for an attack. The plans tor a
rearguard action were overtaken by a sudden rush of
Italians, so we got up and ran. I still chuckle at the
thought that not only did our prisoners run with us, but a
few of the attackers joined us as well. | could not at the
time recall crossing the thousand yards of minefields
again or two considerable wire fences, but can still see
the welcome line of our tanks who started up and opened
fire as we approached.

Next day, the Folgore Division discovered that the
Germans had taken all their transport so they had no
option but to lay down their arms and cheerfully become
prisoners of war. I think I was more frightened after the
battle than I was before or during. During the advance |
was keyed up to meet the physical demands made on me
and once in the slit trench, the dynamism of the advance
having been lost, I had rather a dumb acceptance like a
cow in a slaughterhouse.

El Alamein - 23rd October 1942 - 60 Years On

“At 2140hrs. the barrage started on the whole front. It
was the most powerful since the great artillery battles of
the 1914 war, employing over a thousand guns.” That is
how the Regimental history records the start of the
Battle of El Alamein, the battle which proved to be one
of the significant changes in the Allies fortunes of the
Second World War. In the words of Winston Churchill:
“Before Alamein we never had a victory; after Alamein
we never had a defeat.” Now sixty years later, on a
typical English autumnal day, we were gathering at
Westminster Abbey to commemorate the battle and
those who fought and fell there.

The congregation of veterans from all over the United
Kingdom and the Commonwealth, their families and
friends were ushered to their places by Officers and
Warrant Officers of the Guards Regiments, resplendent
in their scarlet tunics, to the accompaniment of music
played by the Band of the Royal Artillery, to await the
arrival of the Royal Party which included The Prince
Philip, Duke of Edinburgh; The Princess Royal; The
Duke and Duchess of Gloucester; The Duke of Kent and
The Princess Alexandra.
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L to r:- Sid Bowbrick, Bill Morris, Doug Mitchell,
Ken Honeyman, Noel Matthews

The opening fanfare was played by State Trumpeters of
the Household Cavalry. When the Royal Party had taken
their places, the Union Flag and National Standard of the
Eighth Army Veterans’ Association followed by Branch
Standards and Regimental Association Standards, which
included our own Queen's Royal Surrey Regiment
Association Standard, carried by Mick Etherington, were
processed through the Abbey and placed in the
Sacrarium.

The Service conducted by The Very Reverend Dr.
Wesley Carr, Dean of Westminster began with Sir
Donald Sinden, CBE, FRSA, reading the poem “El
Alamein” written by Captain John Jarman of the 51st
Highland Division. The hymns and psalms which
followed were well known to most, and the passages
from the Scriptures were read by Viscount Montgomery
of Alamein, CMG, CBE, and Dr. Manfred Rommel. The
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L to r:- Noel Matthews, Sid Bowbrick, Bill Morris,

Margarer Mitchell, Sir Donald Sinden, Dorothy Matthews,
Margaret Bowbrick, Ken Honeyman

Address was given by The Very Reverend James
Harkness, CB, OBE, Dean of the Chapel Royal in
Scotland and formerly Chaplain General, HM Land
Forces and the Prayers were led by The Reverend Chris
Chivers and The Venerable John Blackburn, Chaplain
General, HM Land Forces. As the Service came to an
end, and the EAVA and other Standards were returned
and the Royal Party departed, I am sure that the thirty
one of our Association members who attended the
Service at the invitation of the Eighth Army Veterans'
Association felt privileged to have been at such an
occasion.

Following the Service, a smaller number of
representatives of our Battalions which served at El
Alamein and their wives were invited by The Army
Board to a reception in The Queen Elizabeth II
Conference Centre. Those attending were Major
Maurice Nason, Doug & Margaret Mitchell, Bill &
Gaynelle Morris, Noel & Dorothy Matthews, Ken &
Kathleen Honeyman and Sid & Margaret Bowbrick. Bill
Longley was also invited, but was unable to attend
because of ill health.

The reception room was laid out with circular tables
each hosted by a Guards Officer and as we nibbled at
our nibbles and drank our wine, the members of the
Royal Party visited the groups at each table and chatted
with the veterans. In our case, we were honoured with a
visit by HRH The Duke of Kent.

Finally our day had come to an end and it was time to go
home. We had commemorated a great battle and spent
time enjoying the company of those who came home,
but let us not forget the following words, which were
sung by the Choir during the Service.

“When you go home, tell them of us and say:
For ljour tomorrow, we gave our today”.
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Presentation of Annual Reunion 2002
Lieutenant Colonel C Bushell’s Medals
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Left to right: Ron Harper, Cliff Parkinson and Sid Levy relax

Mick Etherington receives spiritual guidance from
Father Chris Tuckwell

The Medals
Sandfield Terrace Plaque Unveiled

Ian Chatfield looks on as Foster Herd fails to convince
Graham Bigwood

The Association President in discussion with
Field Marshall Sir John Stanier

El Alamein Celebration: HRH Duke of Kent with

Captain Birtles with the medals and the 17 surviving direct Maurice Nason and Doug Mitchell

descendants of Lieutenant Colonel Bushell VC DSO

Christmas celebrations 2002

Councillor Powell and Foster Herd
unveil the plaque

Dnt " d Territorials.
in which Volunteers an o active ¢ rvice

wrained and were“;’ the First World War

World War. Many of the men
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and '””3;:8141 did not rewrn. ;

The Museum Christmas Party. L to R: Captain Birtles, Mrs Joan B8
Thompson, Lieutenant Colonel Herd, Colonel McConnell

In-pensioner Cyril Cook (East Surrey Regiment)
and Association President
























