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FORECAST OF EVENTS

2004
Ist June THE GLORIOUS FIRST OF JUNE (1794).
[1th June President’s Reception for the Mayors of Surrey - Clandon.
13th June The Queen’s Royal Surrey Regiment Association Annual Church Service (Guildford
Cathedral).
3rd July First Surrey Rifles Meeting and Supper.

Ist August MINDEN DAY (1759).

9th September SALERNO DAY (1943).

11th September 6th (Bermondsey), 2/6th and 2/7th Bns The Queen’s Royal Regiment OCAs Combined

Annual Reunion Lunch.

12th September First Surrey Rifles Church Parade.

4th October The Queen’s Royal Surrey Regiment Officers’ Club Ladies’ Luncheon - Clandon.

6th October Golf Society Autumn Meeting - Woking Golf Club.

9th October The East Surrey OCA Reunion (1300-1800), Clapham.

5th November The Queen’s Royal Surrey Regiment Association Annual Reunion - Union Jack Club.

14th November Remembrance Sunday.

2nd December First Surrey Rifles Meeting and Christmas Draw.

20th December BRITISH BATTALION DAY (1941).

Covers:

Frontispiece: Section from the map used by the Commanding Officer The Ist Battalion The Queen’s Royal Regiment,
Lieutenant Colonel Duncombe, during the battle of Kohima in May 1944. The map is part of the regimental archive
which is now available to the public at the Surrey History Centre, Woking. Lieutenant Colonel Duncombe handed over
command of the battalion in September 1944. He was awarded the DSO for his leadership in Arakan and at Kohima.
Insets: Sergeant of the Ist Queen’s, Burma 1944 (from an original watercolour by Bryan Fosten). Also Divisional
badge of 7th Indian Division with which Ist Queen's served in Burma, although at Kohima, with the remainder of 33
Brigade, the battalion came under command of 2nd British Division.

Back cover: Diagram of the operations of The st Battalion The East Surrey Regiment around Cassino 1st March to
18th May 1944 (Queen’s Royal Surrey Regiment Museum).

Editorial

As noted by the President, this year marks the 60th.
anniversaries of the battles of Cassino and Kohima.
These are both featured in this edition of the Association
Newsletter, and details of how to obtain Lieutenant
Colonel Michael Lowry’s book ‘Fighting Through to
Kohima’ are also given. The enclosed Museum leaflet
gives an outline of the programme of special exhibitions
and other events at Clandon during the season.

Memories of some younger readers may be stirred by
personal recollections of life as a national serviceman in
this edition; contributions about, and photographic
records of, the period are welcomed.

On Sunday 14th November the annual Service of
Remembrance will take place at the Cenotaph, Whitehall.
Sadly the numbers of those attending from the
Association, and from other forebear Regiments of the
PWRR, has been declining in recent years. It has been
agreed that the forebear Regiments, coordinated by
Major Brian Wright, should march with the PWRR
contingent. Details of arrangements and how to apply for
tickets are given in the enclosed letter. Those who wish
to parade at Kingston or elsewhere are not affected by
this.

With best wishes
Tony Russell
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President’s Notes

It is often thought that the allies first landed on mainland
Europe in World War II on the Normandy beaches in
1944. In fact the allies had first landed at Salerno some
nine months before with the two Queen’s Brigades, 131
and 169, amongst the first to land. This year a number of
60th anniversaries are being celebrated including D-Day.
We will remember regimentally the battles of Cassino and
Kohima and other events in those areas in which both the
Queen’s and Surreys were intimately involved.

Most of my generation know about the Burma Campaign
from Field Marshal Slim’s book ‘Defeat into Victory’.
This excellent book gave us the view from the Army
Commander’s perspective. Lieutenant Colonel Michael
Lowry whom many of you know and who was a
company commander in | Queen’s at Kohima, has just
written a book, ‘Fighting through to Kohima’, which
complements and provides the essential detail and
conditions facing the soldier in the front line which are
inevitably lost at the Army Commander’s level. It is an
excellent book which I commend to you all.

As you will read elsewhere in the newsletter our finances
are in good order but we have still not recovered any of
the stolen medals.

It has been a relatively quiet six months for the
Association but we do have our Cathedral service on
Sunday 13th June and I look forward to seeing you there.

With best wishes,
Bob Acworth

© 0@

Association Finances

The Queen’s Royal Surrey Regiment Charity’s audited
income for 2003 totalled £100,995. Of this £74,748 was
interest on investments and cash deposits, the vast
majority being generated by the substantial investment
portfolio based upon charitable funds which were built
up by the Regiment and its forebears.

Audited expenditure was just under £128,000. Major
items within this included: £15,121 connected with the
museum; £30,771 on individual benevolence cases;
£18,688 disbursed on behalf of the Army Benevolent
Fund; £5,252 on the Newsletter; £1,641 for wreaths and
funeral representation; and £2,208 for facilities, staff and
catering at the Annual Reunion. A total of just over
£43,000 was spent on the management and
administration, in the widest sense, of the Association.
This expenditure included: auditors’, accountants’ and
lawyers’ fees; salary and pension contributions; office
costs such as those for stationery, postage and the
telephone; travel expenses; and all the work involved in
running the Association and arranging its events during
the year.

Like many other charities, the Queen’s Royal Surrey
Regiment Charity had been affected by the decline in the
stock market over previous years. However there was
some recovery during 2003 and the Charity’s investment
portfolio and cash deposits, which had been worth
£1,812,600 at the beginning of 2003, stood at £1,902,341
on 31st December 2003.
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Museum Notes

Without doubt, the headline event for the Museum in the
past six months was the shocking burglary and theft of
medals, news of which just made the stop-press of the
last Newsletter. This was a staggering blow for the
Museum, and the loss of medals is particularly sad, since
they are a memorial and a reminder of the real people -
our relatives, comrades and compatriots - and the deeds
that they did for us and for our country. Nothing has been
heard of the stolen medals since the burglary in October,
and professional advice is not to expect to hear anything
for a long time, but that eventually they will begin to
appear.



Naturally, there has been a full scale investigation by the
police, and a review and strengthening of National Trust
and Museum security (which was already thought to be
good). The physical damage at the Museum has been
repaired and. by dint of very hard work by staff and
volunteers, a good display of medals has been re-
established. But good can come out of evil, and it is a
pleasure to record and thank all those, members and
others, who have given moral and physical support to the
Museum at this trying time. Major Dennis Burton, a
member, and Pierce Noonan of the specialist firm of Dix,
Noonan, Webb have particularly given freely of their
time and specialist professional advice.

Thankfully all has not been doom and gloom in recent
months, and one of the Museum’s major long-term
operational objectives has been achieved too. This is the
transfer of the Museum’s collection of historic
Regimental Archives to the Surrey History Centre at
Woking (alias the Surrey County Record Office). Parting
with our archives was not done without mixed feelings
by all involved at the Museum, feelings which I expect
will be shared by others, so why did we do it?

The reason is, as part of the Museum’s long-term plan, to
ensure the safe physical conservation and secure storage
of, and the easy public access to, these important
documents; things in which the History Centre
specialises, but which the Museum could not achieve in
the long run. This job was more hard work for the
Museum staff, of course, but we were greatly assisted by
the staff of the History Centre, of whom Michael Page
and Isabel Sullivan deserve a special mention. Our
Regimental Archives are now available for anyone who
wants to see them, at the Surrey History Centre, 130
Goldsworth Road, Woking.

As usual, news of people is an important part of these
notes. It was with regret that the Trustees accepted Lt.
Col Anson Squire’s decision to step down as a Museum
Trustee after very long and distinguished service, during
which he made a great contribution to many aspects of
the Museum’s work; his regular cheerful presence as a
“Wednesday volunteer” at the Museum is also being
much missed. We were delighted, therefore, that Col
Nicholas Davies accepted appointment to the vacant
Trustee position.

The end of another era has been brought about by Roy
Harding’s retirement from the Museum staff at the end of
March, ‘though we are delighted that he will be
continuing as a volunteer from time to time. Roy too has
had a long and very distinguished career at the Museum.
Starting as a volunteer, he was persuaded by Col Peter
Durrant to join the staff, since when both the Museum
and the Association have benefited from his hard work,
loyalty and expertise; his determination to get the medal
display back in good order before retiring has been a
good example of his attitude to the “job”. Roy has been
ably and extensively assisted by Joy, his wife, and we

wished them a long and happy future at a gathering of
friends and colleagues at the Museum in mid-April. At
the time of writing these notes arrangements are
underway to interview a number of applicants for the
position of part-time Museum Attendant, and it is hoped
that the appointment will be filled in the near future.
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Roy and Joy Harding in front of the re-constituted medal
display

Last, but by no means least, is to say that, despite the
trials and tribulations of the “closed” season, your
Museum has re-opened for the new season in very good
order under Sam Higgs’ capable guidance. Do come to
see us, and please note and support the “special events”,
details of which are enclosed with this Newsletter. And,
if you cannot get to Clandon Park, try a visit to the
Regimental and Museum Web Site,
www.queensroyalsurreys.org.uk

Adrian Birtles
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Royal Hospital Chelsea

The Royal Hospital Chelsea, home of the Chelsea
Pensioners, is looking for old soldiers to join its ranks.
Those wishing to apply must be in receipt of a pension
for Army service or disability due to a military career, or
an officer on retired pay with at least twelve years
service. They should also be over 65, able to walk
unaided and look after themselves, free from obligations
to support a wife or family, and passed medically fit for
admission. The Royal Hospital is primarily a residential
home, not a hospital. For more details contact:

The Secretary, Royal Hospital Chelsea, London SW3
4SR. Telephone: 02078815204.
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The Princess of Wales’s Royal Regiment

As we pass the first anniversary of the start
of hostilities in Iraq, a snapshot of where
the Regiment is today gives a true
reflection of the diversity and wide ranging
capabilities that today’s modern soldier has
to train for. It has been a very hectic period
for everyone.

Lieutenant Colonel Mat Maer now commands the 1st
Battalion based in Tidworth. They are still in the
armoured warrior role. The beginning of the year saw
everyone deep in courses/cadres for the deployment to
Iraq in April 2004. They deployed and within the first 12
hours had sustained three casualties in gunfights and
explosions. Over the next week this was increased by
another eleven casualties.

The 1st Battalion (‘C’ and 'Y’ Companies and Bn HQ)
are deployed to the Maysam Province, which is located
150 kilometres north of Basra. The main town is Al

The composite Platoon with
Colonel M J Ball (Regimental Secretary PWRR)

Sergeant Kelly and Lieutenant Passmore (Composite Platoon)
with the Polish Contingent in Iraq

Amarah. ‘A’ Company is based in Basra and ‘B’
Company is attached to the 1st Battalion The Cheshire
Regiment also based in Basra.

Also in Iraq with the 1st Battalion The Argyll and
Sutherland Highlanders is a composite platoon from our
Ist and 2nd Battalions.

They have been there since January. They are also in the
thick of it and have sustained three casualties in gunfights
and explosions.

We wish them all the best of luck.

The 2nd Battalion is based in Ternhill. They had a good
tour (six months) in Northern Ireland and have now
returned to concentrate on courses and cadres. The
Battalion goes to Canada for final work up training to
take on the task of Spearhead Battalion. Also going with
them to Canada will be an exchange officer from The
15th Battalion, The Punjab Regiment (Pakistan) one of
our affiliated Regiments.

On return the Battalion will assume the duties of
Spearhead Battalion for four months. This is a long
period and will no doubt result in some deployment.

The long term plan for both the Regular Battalions could
be liable to change, however the latest edition is that the
1st Battalion will Arms Plot to Paderborn (Germany) in
March 2005 in the Armoured Warrior role for at least a
six year tour. The 2nd Battalion will Arms Plot to
Northern Ireland in December 2005, for a two-year tour.

The 3rd Battalion continues to provide manpower in
support of operations in Iraq (with st Battalion), Bosnia
and Kosovo. They are also committed to providing a
formed platoon for Op Telic (Irag) in 2005. This is a
continual demand on limited resources, however they
feel confident that they can fulfil these demands.

The great challenge this year is Annual Camp in
Kazakhstan. This will take place in August. For those
hardened BAOR warriors who trained to fight the
Russians and their equipment, the 3rd Battalion will now
be exercising with BTR 80’s and Russian helicopters.

The two independent companies, ‘B’ Company The
London Regiment and ‘C’ Company The Royal Rifle
Volunteers, are also on excellent form. They also are
providing manpower for Iraq. Annual Camp this year
will be Thetford for ‘B* Company and Otterburn for ‘C’
Company.

In summary we are in good form and wish success to
those serving overseas.

(by Major A J Martin)
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Benevolence

Major John Rogerson, at RHQ PWRR, continues to
administer the Charity’s individual benevolence work on
our behalf and we are extremely grateful for all his hard
work. During 2003 a total of 148 cases were investigated
and 94 individual grants-in-aid were approved. In the
majority of cases the grants were for household expenses,
debts and rent arrears. The Association helped to provide
18 further electrically powered vehicles and contributed
to two convalescent holidays. The Charity paid out
£30,771 as individual grants-in-aid and the Army
Benevolent Fund (ABF) provided a further £3,436 in
General Grants. Of the 54 cases not receiving a grant,
local Councils/Charities or other Regimental Charities
assisted 26 after we had contacted them. Eight cases were
not receiving such allowances as attendance, mobility or
rent rebate.

Twenty one ABF Annuities were administered; the ABF
generously contributed £50 per month per case,
increasing to £55 per month in November 2003. During
this period we have renewed or arranged for three
Nursing Home Fees grants, each of £624 from the ABF
and £156 from the Association per year, to be paid for
our old soldiers or their widows to be looked after. We
have one resident in Gifford House. The ABF total grants
in support, including Nursing Home Fees, were £18,688.
During this last year we have also assisted members who
are cared for by the Ex Services Mental Welfare Society,
War Pensions Agency, Combat Stress and the Ex
Services Fellowship Centres.

We are extremely grateful to the ABF which is always
helpful with prompt action and advice, and to SSAFA/
Forces Help Society and The Royal British Legion whose
caseworkers investigate the majority of our cases.

We are also most grateful to those who have made
donations to the Charity in memory of members of the
Association.
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Appended below are extracts from a selection of letters
of appreciation received since the last Newsletter.
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A SSAFA Forces Help officer writes: Thank you so
much for your generous cheque. Mrs A was absolutely
thrilled and really quite overcome - she is so grateful. Mr
A is now at the rehabilitation hospital so there is
definitely good progress. The fact that people care about
their predicament is a huge tonic.

Thank you also for sending the Association Newsletter. It
was actually through reading the newsletter that they
thought of contacting SSAFA. So many thanks for
helping with our publicity! We much appreciate your
kind support.
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A SSAFA Forces Help officer writes: Thank you very
much for your quick response with assistance for Mrs B.
She has been informed of the source of the grant and is
very grateful. The Royal British Legion is providing a
cooker for her.
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A SSAFA Forces Help officer writes: Thank you very
much for your letter enclosing your grant cheque on
behalf of Mr C. The generosity of the Queen’s Royal
Surrey Regiment Charity is very much appreciated and
Mr C will be informed of your grant by me. I sincerely
hope that in due course he will show his own appreciation
to you.
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A SSAFA Forces Help officer writes: Thank you for
your letter enclosing Marks & Spencer Vouchers
together with the Christmas Card. These have now been
passed to Mr D who is, of course, delighted with your
generous gift and would like us to pass on his grateful
thanks.

o0o

A SSAFA Forces Help officer writes: I will be pleased
to pass your Christmas card to Mrs E with the Marks and
Spencer Voucher. I do thank you for your kind thoughts
on behalf of Mrs E; it is this that makes life liveable for
our clients.
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Please accept my grateful thanks to your Benevolence
Committee and the Queen’s Royal Surrey Regiment
Charity and all those concerned in getting me the grant
for removal expenses which allowed my wife and I to
move into an extra-care flat. [ would like to thank you for
the copy of the Association Newsletter which if possible
I would like to subscribe to in future. I would like to
remain in contact with my old Regiment as 1 am very
interested to know how they are getting on. Once again
thank you for all the help you have given me.

o0o

Please accept my grateful thanks to your Benevolence
Committee and the Queen’s Royal Surrey Regiment
Charity and those concerned in getting me the grant of
£500 towards essential repairs to my mobile home.
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On behalf of my mother I should like to thank the
Queen’s Royal Surrey Regiment Association for all the
support you have given her over the last twelve months.

o0o

My wife died recently and I found myself in financial
difficulty; it is due to your help that I now am able to sort
myself out. Please accept my gratitude to the Regiment.
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I would like to thank you very much for the £200 given
to me towards the cost of our removal. We moved in and
are very happy to be in a ground floor flat as the stairs
were becoming a problem in the other flat.
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We are so grateful to you and to SSAFA for all the help
you gave my brother and me to have a bath lift. It was
delivered on 26th November; we couldn’t believe it. It
will certainly make life easier.

oQo

Thank you for the M&S Voucher which you sent me. It
was very kind of you. Thank you again and a Happy New
Year to you all.
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I would like to thank you most sincerely for the Marks
and Spencer voucher that you sent to my mother via
SSAFA for Christmas and for all your help during the
year.
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The Veterans Agency

The Veterans Agency is an Executive Agency of the
Ministry of Defence. It is the single point of contact
within the Ministry for providing information and advice
on issues of concern to veterans and their families. Its
free Helpline service is available to deal with enquiries
from ex-Service personnel and their dependants. There is
also a website which contains information and links to
other useful websites.

The term Veteran is used to mean all those who have
served in the UK Armed Forces including their
widow(er)s and dependants. If you have served in the UK
Armed Forces, regardless of whether it was in war or
during peace time or if you were a volunteer, reservist or
national servicemen, you are now considered to be a
veteran.

The Veterans Agency also provides support and advice to
war pensioners and widow(er)s via the War Pensioners’
Welfare Service. Welfare staff are located throughout the
UK and can undertake home visits when required. The
Welfare Service can be contacted by ringing the Veterans
Agency free Helpline.

The Veterans Agency can provide information about the
Heroes Return scheme. This scheme will fund travel
costs for veterans (including former PoWs) and their
present day carers to visit the countries where they
served, and will help veterans to record their experiences
on these visits.

Contact Details:
Address:

Veterans Advice Unit
Veterans Agency
Norcross

Blackpool

FY5 3WP

Phone:

Free Helpline: 0800 169 2277
Free Minicom: 0800 169 3458
Tel (Overseas): +44 1253 866043

E-mail:
help@veteransagency.gsi.gov.uk

Website:
www.veteransagency.mod.uk
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Gibraltar Tercentenary

As part of Gibraltar's Tercentenary the Government is
offering to sponsor financially and host a number of
visits to the Rock as part of their Celebrations. The
Princess of Wales’s Royal Regiment and its Forebears
have been offered 57 places for veterans who have
served in Gibraltar during the visit which will take
place between 8-15 October 2004.

Details available at this time are:

Free return flights from LUTON airport (arrange
own transport and parking).

Free food and accommodation for the week (double
room sharing).

Wives can accompany at a cost of £350.

Mandatory programme of events as arranged by the
Chief Minister.

- Free time available.

- Valid passport, travel insurance and spending money
will be required.

RHQ PWRR will not commit to this event unless a party
of 57 is guaranteed. A ‘First Come First Served’ policy
will be applied. Genuinely interested individuals, who
must have served in Gibraltar, should contact:

Maj (Retd) S R Bream QGM
Assistant Regimental Secretary
RHQ PWRR

Howe Barracks

Canterbury

Kent CT1 1JY

Telephone: 01227 818857
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Kohima
Background.

The 1st Battalion The Queen’s Royal Regiment had
moved to the Arakan in August 1943 as part of 33 Indian
Infantry Brigade in the 7th Indian Division. Between
October 1943 and April 1944 the Battalion was involved
in a succession of operations at the Teknaf Peninsula,
Awlanbyn, the Letwedet Chaung, the Battle of the Boxes
and the Buthidaung Massif. By the end of March the
Japanese were unable to sustain their renewed offensive
in the region and were gradually killed or driven out.
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During the first week of March 1944 the Japanese had
launched the U-Go offensive, in the area of Imphal and
Kohima, to forestall a British invasion of Burma and to
open the way for the invasion of India. The small
garrison at Kohima was cut off on Sth April by elements
of the Japanese 31st Infantry Division. Between Sth and
18th April the small British garrison at Kohima saw some
of the most bitter close quarter fighting of the war until
relieved by the British 2nd Division. However most of
the commanding Kohima Ridge still remained in
Japanese hands.

In early April 1st Queen’s had moved to Chittagong and
flown to Assam. Having been initially deployed on
defensive operations at Dimapur, on 5th May the
battalion rejoined 33 Bde to move to the relief of
Kohima. On arriving in the area the Brigade would come
under command of 2 Division. The Battalion moved by

M.T. on 6th May and debussed at milestone 42 about
three miles to the west of Kohima. They then had a stiff
climb to the Rifle Range area, short of the GPT Ridge.
They were now over 5,000 feet above sea-level.

The First Attack on Jail Hill.

Lt Col Duncombe received orders to attack Jail Hill, the
largest feature in the central Kohima position and the
key-point of the Japanese defences, on the following day
(7th May). Whilst the strength and location of the
opposition on Jail Hill was not known, it was obvious
that no attack could succeed unless GPT Ridge, which
could completely command Jail Hill from the right rear,
was first cleared of Japanese. The Battalion plan was
therefore contingent on GPT Ridge being cleared first.
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The Battalion had a sleepless night in pouring rain. At
1030 hours on 7th- May when the Battalion’s attack was
due to begin, GPT Ridge had not been cleared and the
start was postponed for an hour. By that time the Ridge
was still not captured but the enemy on it were
considered to be so fully engaged that 1st Queen’s attack
on Jail Hill itself could go in. The Battalion attacked with
great gallantry. The initial objective was captured and
‘D” Company, closely followed by ‘A’ Company, swept
onto Jail Hill as the artillery barrage there finished.
Although overrunning the first bunkers, ‘D’ Company
soon came under heavy fire from both flanks and the
assault was slowed down. ‘A’ Company which had
followed up closely came under devastating fire from
both flanks when about a quarter of the way up the hill
and could advance no further.

The initial objective, a feature known as ‘Pimple’, which
had been taken by ‘C’ Company without opposition, had
come under heavy fire from the Jail Hill area and from
GPT Ridge. Despite the most determined efforts to clear
it, the Japanese on GPT Ridge were in sufficient strength
to command ‘Pimple’ and dominate Jail Hill. The
Brigade Commander decided that the Battalion should

withdraw to its original harbour area. At 1500 hours all
available artillery and 3-inch mortar smoke were put
down on both flanks of Jail Hill to mask the enemy
positions. Under this cover all the casualties were first
evacuated before Battalion Headquarters and the
companies were brought back.

The Second Attack on Jail Hill.

In order to clear, finally, the F.S.D., D.I.S. and Jail Hill
positions a co-ordinated plan was drawn up between 33rd
Indian Infantry and 4th British Brigades for the second
attack on 11th May. After GPT Ridge had been taken by
others, Ist Queen’s was to capture Jail Hill at first light.
Two other battalions (Royal Berkshires and 4/15th
Punjab) would attack F.S.D. and D.L.S.; on the night
before the action 1/1st Punjab would infiltrate on to
‘Pimple’ and dig in by first light.
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NAMES OF FEATURES - REVISED

FROM PlNJAB RIDGE
Ref: Map 125000 KOHIMA

After a difficult and tiring approach march the Battalion
formed up with ‘C’ Company right forward, ‘B’
Company left forward, and ‘A’ and ‘D’ Companies close
behind. Following a heavy artillery barrage, at 0500
hours ‘C’ and ‘B’ Companies commenced the assault.
Opposition was encountered from enemy positions on the
summit and on reaching the top the leading companies
were held up by heavy L.M.G. fire. ‘A’ and "D’
Companies, closely following up, were engaging enemy
positions and mopping up posts which had been overrun
by the leading companies.

The enemy posts on D.I.S. and GPT features had not
been entirely eliminated and all four companies on Jail
Hill were subjected to very heavy L.M.G. fire from both
flanks, front and rear. Casualties were considerable and
both officers in ‘C’ Company were amongst those killed.
By late afternoon the entire north-west half of Jail Hill
was in the hands of the Battalion and the troops were
digging in and ordered to hold on at all costs. Casualties
were mounting and the Battalion was reinforced by two
companies of 4/1st Gurkha Rifles.

On the morning of 12th May Grant tanks got through to
support the attackers and succeeded in destroying some
emplacements. When the tanks ceased firing a company
of Gurkhas attacked the emplacements with great

gallantry, capturing two and surrounding a third.
Although enemy fire diminished, sniping continued and
casualties were still being incurred: late in the afternoon
OC ‘A’ Company was mortally wounded.

At dawn on 13th May the Queen’s and Gurkha patrols
found the other emplacements clear of enemy. By
evening the whole feature was in the Battalion’s
possession and consolidated. Twenty Japanese
emplacements, all of which had been recently occupied,
were found. On 14th May 1st Queen’s was relieved by a
Punjab battalion and returned to their harbour area. The
Battalion’s total casualties in the two attempts had been 4
officers and 57 other ranks killed, and 6 officers and 106
wounded.

After Jail Hill.

On 22nd May 1st Queen’s moved to Naga Village on the
left flank of Kohima where the Japanese continued to
fight. Several days fighting, which included an enemy
attack in strength against the Brigade position, followed.
On the Glorious First of June, their last day in the line, 1st
Queen’s supported by tanks captured the stronghold of
Naga Village. The Battalion was then withdrawn to
Dimapur to rest and refit before it returned to action in
late June.
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Kohima, Sixty Years On
(by Major Michael Hare)

Dawn broke at five o’clock, accompanied by a
tremendous thunder storm directly above my hotel on
P.R. Hill (I am not sure what PR stands for) in Kohima.
Sixty years ago these ferocious rumblings, bangs and
flashes would have been from Japanese, British and
Indian artillery exchanges as the struggle- for Kohima
continued. '

But today was to be my first full day in 21st century
Kohima, where the countryside has undoubtedly changed
very considerably since April and May 1944. This place,
now a large sprawling town of probably at least 50,000
people, is the capital of Nagaland, an Indian state
established on 1st December 1963. The Nagas, made up
of some fifteen groups of Burmese-Tibetan tribesmen,
are largely Christians with historical head-hunting
tendencies, who on the whole are not keen to be part of
India: there is, consequently, an element of unrest
around.

Armed with my passport, Indian visa and Restricted Area
Permit, 1 got out of my car and approached the Naga
Police Check Point on the outskirts of Dimapur, the then
vital railhead for the Allies in the 1942 to 1945 period.
and now on the state boundary. Two small but sturdy,
khaki clad, armed and very no-nonsense looking
policemen unsmilingly watched my approach to their



rather seedy looking wooden hut; I should add at this
point there was only me, a lone non-Indian, and the
permit I bore allowed the entry to Nagaland, subject to
numerous petty conditions, of foreigners in a group of at
least four people, so I wasn't sure of my welcome.
However, the police were charm itself, though we had no
common language. The one chair was dusted down, my
documents scrutinised and laboriously copied into their
well-thumbed official record book and within five
minutes I was on my way into Nagaland, or more
specifically Dimapur, a bustling, chaotic and filthy place,
which my driver and I contrived to leave as soon as we
could.

The battle honour “Defence of Kohima” was awarded
only to 4RWK and the Assam Rifles, for their heroic
stand against the Japanese thrust in April 1944. All the
other units involved in the battle thereafter, including 1
QUEEN’S, were awarded plain “Kohima” for their
spirited and tireless endeavours. The Assam Rifles are
very much still in Nagaland, as frequently visible foot
and vehicle patrols on the roads, villages and towns
showed. Billboards in the roadside villages proclaim
“The Assam Rifles, the friends of the tribes”, which
rather implies that perhaps they were not.

The Dimapur to Kohima road, a forty six mile and two
and a half hour drive by car, is in good condition,
probably much better than the 1940s, no doubt to speed
the deployment of Indian army units should the need
arise. It climbs steadily through beautiful forested areas
and swings round many hairpin bends as it nears its
destination at about 5,000 feet above sea level. There are
some lovely panoramic views, occasional evidence of
landslides on or near the road and some unwitting
entertainment. This is in the form of frequent
exhortations, to the speeding and hooting Indian drivers,
in black English writing on large yellow painted stones
with admonitions such as “After Whisky Driving Risky”
and “If Married Divorce Speed”, along with many others.

This road, though patrolled, is through ‘bandit’ country
and should not be used after dark. Oil tankers and other
plunderable vehicles travel in protected convoys, making
it difficult and dangerous to overtake anywhere.

I looked carefully for Milestone 42 where | QUEEN’S
debussed on 6th May 1944, but | could not find it. We
reached Kohima at about four in the afternoon; by five it
was getting dark and by six the place was almost deserted
except by police and army patrols. One does not go out
by night here.

The thunderstorm which had awoken me soon moved on
and a hot sun came out. After a surprisingly good
breakfast my driver and I set off to locate various features
and positions. Our first task was to discover the site of the
District Commissioner’s bungalow and the famous tennis
court, the epicentre of the April 1944 struggle and
whence Cpl Harman of 4RWK won his posthumous
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Victoria Cross. Armed with a copy of the sketch map of
the battle from the Regimental History, and after a series
of directions and counter directions, we found it, and |
was allowed past the armed policeman at the gate of the
present DC’s bungalow, built on the site of the original
one, and onto the tennis court, now derelict. It was then
that it was possible to see the lie of the land from the
defenders’ point of view, though now much built over.
We discovered the Jail on Jail Hill without too much
difficulty, but again the area all around it is now covered
in houses. Except for Garrison Hill, where the
Commonwealth War Cemetery is established, the other
undulating features on the sketch map were impossible to
pinpoint, buried in housing. Nearly everybody we saw
was too young to have been around in 1944 and many
had no knowledge at all of the conflict.

The Commonwealth War Cemetery was in immaculate
order, but nevertheless there were a couple of platoons,
with their weapons, of the Assam Rifles who were
deployed in a gardening and tidying role. The cemetery is
terraced with the main memorial at the highest point,
where the symbolic lines of a tennis court are also laid
out. The graves are largely, though not entirely, in
regimental groupings, with 1 QUEEN’S on the lower
terrace at the northern end. The well known Kohima
Epitaph is carved on a stone adjacent to this, readable
from outside the cemetery, as is also a memorial to the
men of 1 QUEEN’S and 4th/1st Ghurkha Rifles killed in
the Jail Hill battles of May 1944. It is all very moving.

My journeys in and just outside the town were made
more difficult because a lot of the main roads were being
resurfaced, and there were diversions everywhere. Later
on in the afternoon we found our way up a high ridge
feature which overlooked most of Kohima and its

immediate surrounds and gave us a bird’s eye view of
everything.

The next day we drove back down to Dimapur and out of
Nagaland back into Assam and on to Guwahati, the state
capital, on the south bank of the mighty Brahmaputra
River. This vast waterway had sustained the Allied lines
of supply and communication in the 1940s but is now
disappointingly empty of shipping. Here, too, is a smaller
Commonwealth War Cemetery with only one soldier of 1
QUEEN’S, but also, rather surprisingly, the graves of
about a dozen Japanese soldiers who I assume died of
wounds as PoWs.

I discovered then that the Indian Prime Minister was due
1o visit Kohima a week after I left, hence all the road
resurfacing, shop front painting and the War Cemetery
tidying. I hope he was impressed.

Colonel Mike Lowry’s excellent new book, ‘Fighting
Through to Kohima’, arrived to greet me on my return
home. It is a fascinating story.
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Berlin Revisited
(by Peter Matthews)

Our platoon, shown in the photograph, completed
training and was sent to Germany on the 6th of June 1948
on the fourth anniversary of D-Day. We joined the 2nd
Battalion of The Queen’s Royal Regiment in Dortmund
and were overawed by the men who had seen so much
action in Europe. They were preparing for demob and we
were to replace them; we felt very much as boys among

men.

The platoon on completing initial training. The cup is for best
performance of an intake of conscripts in the Spring of 1948 at
Shorncliffe Barracks.

After a couple of weeks the regiment received orders to
go to Berlin. Seven of us promptly contracted German
measles (very apt) and were immediately dispatched to
Military Hospital so as not to spread the plague. We
listened to the wireless with mounting excitement in our

hospital beds, as the autobahn on which the trucks of our
regiment were travelling became more and more
restricted so that a six-hour journey took two days. The
convoy was threatened and harassed by Red Army
soldiers in all sorts of ways, as we heard later. Our spots
duly disappeared but by then the road to Berlin was
firmly closed. The Russians were now blockading the
city so that no food, fuel or people could move in or out
and 2.5 million people were under siege.

The sickly seven were ordered to join the regiment in
Berlin by air. We did not know that we would be in the
first aircraft in the vast airborne armada, which became
the Berlin Airlift. Our flight was the first of the supply
planes into the British sector’s Gatow airport but we were
all too unwell to take much notice. Gatow was a deserted
airfield with empty sheds and long grass but was set to
explode into a centre for the greatest air supply of a city
the world had ever seen. I was propped up by “Curly”
Hooper as we all palely loitered into the still empty huts.
The next day headlines in the Daily Express screamed

“CRACK TROOPS OF THE QUEEN’S FLOWN INTO
BERLIN”

Our Regiment was billeted in the City’s Olympic
Stadium. Colonel East, our much respected CO, had been
wounded in the First World War, and had seen service in
the Second at Dunkirk and El Alamein. As the 2nd
Battalion he paraded us on the Platz in front of the
Stadium. We were commanded as 2nd Battalion to lay
down our arms, then commanded to again take up our
arms as lst Battalion. Later, when we were on leave, two
ex Queen’s men noticed our pascal lamb badge and asked
about the Regiment.

“I was in the Ist Battalion” said one.
“I was in the 2nd” said the other.
“We were in both” we were able to chorus.

Berlin had been reduced to ruins by the bombs and shells
of avenging armies; her inhabitants were in a parlous
state. Young and old scribbled notes and pinned them to
notice boards in public places, seeking news of lost
relatives or friends in a city with little or no telephones or
postal service; or even lacking postal addresses. As the
blockade tightened, power for light and heat was switched
off by the Russians and food became scarcer as winter
approached. Children waited to be evacuated in planes
returning empty to the outside world. Weeping parents
waved them off as we watched from our guard posts.

Berliners patched up their ruined houses and tore down
every available tree to create some heat in their shacks.
Food was the main pre-occupation and money was
valueless. The Black Market was a way of life - if you
had something to sell, so we were constantly plagued
with requests for cigarettes. British troops were fed on a
continuous diet of POM (dried potato) and dried fish.
























































































































