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20th December

10th February
5th March
10th March
12th March
19th March

21st April
23rd April
Sth May

7th May (tbc)

16th May
20th May
Ist June

5th June

Ist August

3rd September

9th September
3rd October
October (date tbc)
4th November
20th December

Forecast of Events
2004

BRITISH BATTALION DAY (1941).

2005
SOBRAON DAY (1846).
The Queen's Royal Surrey Regiment Association Territorial Trustees Meeting - Clandon.
The Queen's Royal Surrey Regiment Museum Trustees Meeting - Clandon.
The Queen's (Southwark) Regimental Association Annual Lunch - Union Jack Club.

The Queen's Royal Surrey Regiment Association, Charity Trustees and Officers’ Club
Meetings - Clandon.

The East Surrey Regiment Officers' Club Lunch.
YPRES DAY (1915).
Golf Society Spring Meeting - Sudbrook Park.

5 Queen's OMA Annual Dinner - Farnham. Details from: I Chatfield, 13 Wood Road,
Farncombe, Surrey GU7 3NN.

ALBUHERA DAY (1811).
President's Reception for the Mayors of Surrey - Clandon.
THE GLORIOUS FIRST OF JUNE (1794).

The Queen's Royal Surrey Regiment Association Annual Church Service - Guildford
Cathedral.

MINDEN DAY.

6th (Bermondsey), 2/6th and 2/7th Bns The Queen's Royal Regiment OCAs Combined
Annual Reunion: details from Maj M R Nason TD, 64 Westfield Road, Barnehurst,
Kent DA7 6LR.

SALERNO DAY.
The Queen's Royal Surrey Regiment Officers' Club Ladies' Luncheon - Clandon.
The East Surrey OCA Reunion.

The Queen's Royal Surrey Regiment Association Annual Reunion - Union Jack Club.
BRITISH BATTALION DAY (1941).

Covers: The two regular battalions of The Queen’s Royal Regiment and the st Battalion The East Surrey Regiment
were amongst those which suffered grievously during the opening months of the First World War. The Ist Battalion of
the Queen’s, forming part of the British Expeditionary Force, landed at Le Havre on 13th August 1914. The 2nd
Battalion, returning from Cape Town, landed at Zeebrugge in Belgium in the first week of October. The st Surreys had
arrived at Le Havre by 15th August.

Frontispiece: The background is a map of the area of the first Battle of Ypres. The Ist Battalion The Queen’s Royal
Regiment had been at Mons and taken part in the retreat, covering 136 miles in thirteen days. After the battles of the
Marne and Aisne it fought in the first battle of Ypres, near Gheluvelt, at the end of October 1914. On 29th October it
had joined with the 2nd Battalion and during that night the two battalions side-by-side held a sector of the line before
the 2nd Battalion was withdrawn on 30th October. During heavy fighting on 31st October the Ist Battalion was
decimated; on the st of November it could muster only 32 survivors out of its original mobilized strength of 998. By
the 7th of November the 2nd Battalion had suffered 676 casualties.

Inset photographs: The st Battalion The Queen's Royal Regiment on mobilization in August 1914; and the Battalion

on 9th November 1914.
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Editorial

As noted by the President, this edition marks the 90th
Anniversary of the start of the Great War by recalling
some of the sacrifices made by the regular battalions of
the forebear Regiments in 1914. The ranks were to be
filled by Territorials, men from Kitchener’s ‘New Army’
and then conscripts. Also outlined are some of the
actions in Iraq of their present successors, The Princess
of Wales’s Royal Regiment.

I am extremely grateful to all those who have produced
articles, memoirs, letters and photographs for this edition.
I regret that it has not been possible to include all
contributions and [ apologise to those who are
disappointed not to see their work in print. I hope to
publish some items in future editions, but please do keep
writing.

I should also like to thank Major John Fowler for
generously continuing to give us the paper on which to
print our Newsletters.

I look forward to seeing as many of you as possible at the
various Association and Branch events during the
coming year.

With all good wishes
Tony Russell

o0o

President’s notes

The Association affairs are in good order not least thanks
to the hard work of our secretary, Tony Russell. We
continue, as our first priority, to look after our old
members and their families who need help both
practically and financially.

Attendance at the annual Cathedral Service, which is one
of our main annual events, was disappointing this year.
After the service we have a bar and a free buffet lunch in
the Cathedral Refectory and it is a very good opportunity
to meet old friends. The service next year will be on
Sunday 5th June and I hope many of you will be there.
Another main event, the annual reunion at the Union Jack
Club, was again a great success and was as always
oversubscribed. In addition to these events branch
secretaries have reported that their local events meet with
some success. This is good news as the Association is
about keeping us all in touch and this seems to be
working well. This is of course helped by the Newsletter
which maintains its high standards.

When walking around the towns of Surrey or in London
you will often see people wearing the old Queen’s or
Surreys ties. Do stop them and ask if they are members
of the Association. Often they are but equally frequently
they are not and this is an ideal opportunity for you to
recruit them.

This edition of the Newsletter recalls some of the great
sacrifices made on our behalf during the early months of
the Ist World War. It is salutary to note that, 90 years on,
our successors in the Princess of Wales’s Royal
Regiment have just returned from an extremely
successful tour in Iraq where they came under fire more
times than any battalion since the Korean War. Your
Trustees are giving a reception at Clandon to welcome
them home and we expect to have around 30 all ranks,
and their wives, with us on this occasion. The PWRR is
a regiment of which we can and should be proud.

With best wishes,
Bob Acworth

oQo

Museum Notes

It is good to be able to report a more ordinary six months
for the Museum after the horrors of the burglary in the
previous period but, as ever, the Summer half year has
not been without its ups and downs. So far as the burglary
is concerned, there is sadly little to add to the last report,
except that one of the stolen medals has turned up,
offered for sale at an auction and swiftly reclaimed.
Tracking this back has, unfortunately, so far led nowhere,
but it is re-assuring that the monitoring set in place after
the burglary does work, and we hope for better things in
the long term.

The transfer of the Regimental archives to the Surrey
History Centre, also reported last time, was rounded off
by a pleasant formal hand-over ceremony at Woking in
June, at which Colonel Toby Sewell did the honours for
the Regiment. This also marked the opening of an
exhibition at the History Centre to mark the 90th
anniversary of the start of the Great War, in which
Regimental exhibits played a leading role.

At the Museum, we have had a good “ordinary” Summer
season to date (these notes are being written in early
October, with nearly a month to go before we close for
the Winter). Visitor numbers and interest have been
good. The Museum has itself staged special displays to
mark the anniversaries of two of the Regiment’s major
roles in WWII, and a video of Newsreel footage of the
1944 campaign in France has proved a great attraction. A
notable first for us in August was a talk given by Lt Col
Les Wilson on the Infantry Regiments of Surrey. The
Open Day in September for members of the Regiment
was well-attended this year, and will be repeated next
Autumn.

Turning now to Museum people, we were delighted to
welcome in July lan Mumford to fill the post left by Roy
Harding’s retirement. lan is new to the Regiment but no
stranger to the operation of public attractions, having
come to us from being a Warden at Windsor Castle. He



is now well- established at Clandon, and is playing a vital
role in the Museum operation.

lan Mumford in post

Sadly for us, Sam Higgs, our Curatorial Assistant,
received an offer she could not refuse of a job at
Westminster Abbey, and left the Museum at the end of
September. Sam did the Museum proud in her 15 months
with us, and will be much missed. Recruitment of a
replacement (via the Civil Service procedures) is well-
advanced at the time of writing, with interviews of
candidates arranged for the end of October, and we have
been greatly assisted by Major Steve Bream at RHQ,
Canterbury, in getting this process running smoothly.

During this interregnum, we are very grateful to lan
Mumford for stepping into a breach he was not
expecting, and to our band of Volunteers, who are taking
on extra duties to staff the Museum for the rest of the
season. Last but not least, Les Wilson has continued to
beaver away behind the scenes developing the Regiment
and Museum Web Site to great effect; the site statistics
are recording a vast number of ‘hits’ from all over the
world, and we are receiving much praise for its quality
and content.

By the time you are reading this, Clandon will be closed
for the Winter, and the season of cleaning, development
and maintenance will be under way. This year, this will
be enlivened by the installation of the new lift in Clandon
Park by the National Trust, a welcome development
which will improve life for the Museum as well as for
visitors to the house. Another development in the
Museum, which it is hoped to complete during the
Winter, is the installation of a permanent display of the
connection between the Regiment and the Onslow family
of Clandon Park. Recent rescarch has shown this
connection to be more extensive and more important than
most of us had suspected, and well-deserving of a proper
mention in the history both of the Regiment and of
Clandon Park House. The Museum and the House will
re-open for the new season for Easter 2005.

Adrian Birtles

oQo

Benevolence

The Charity’s individual benevolence work continues to
be administered by Major John Rogerson at RHQ
PWRR; we are extremely grateful for all his hard work
on our behalf. In the eight month period to 31st August
2004 a total of 75 cases were investigated and 58
individual grants-in-aid were approved. In the majority
of cases the grants were for household expenses, debts
and rent arrears. The Association helped provide 11
further electrically powered vehicles and contributed to
two convalescent holidays.

Twenty one Army Benevolent Fund (ABF) Annuities
were administered and the ABF generously contributed
£55 per month per case. During this period the Charity
renewed or arranged for five Nursing Home Fees grants,
each of £780 from the ABF and £156 from the
Association per year, to be paid for old soldiers or their
widows to be looked after. We had one resident in
Gifford House.

The Charity has paid out £16,879 as individual grants-in-
aid. Of the 17 cases not receiving a grant, local
Councils/Charities or other Regimental Charities assisted
10 after being contacted. Four cases were not receiving
such allowances as attendance, mobility or rent rebate.
The ABEF total grants in support were £13,680 including
five nursing home fees.

During the year we have also assisted members who are
cared for by the Ex Services Mental Welfare
Society/Combat Stress, the War Pensions Agency, and
the Ex Services Fellowship Centres. We are extremely
grateful to the ABF which, as always, has been helpful
with prompt action and advice, and to SSAFA/ Forces
Help Society and The Royal British Legion whose
caseworkers have investigated the majority of our cases.

Appended below are extracts from a few of the letters of
appreciation received since the last Newsletter.

o0o

A SSAFA officer writes: I am writing to thank you for
the expedience of your committee in providing the kind
and generous gift of £155 which has gone to provide Mr
A with a small freezer. He is absolutely thrilled to be
receiving this gift which will arrive on Monday. Mr A
also appreciated the magazine that you enclosed and is
looking forward to reading it from cover to cover. Thank
you once again for all your assistance in this matter; it is
very much appreciated.

oQo

A SSAFA officer writes: The cheque for £500 given by
the Queen’s Royal Surrey Regiment Charity to Mr B has
now been sent to the mobility company and the EPV will
be delivered to him at home next Friday. His son is
coming down to supervise the first outing! Thank you so

very much - and what a lovely thought to send him a
Newsletter - Mrs B said he read it from cover to cover
and then again. Neither of the other organisations was
able to help financially, but we were able to buy an
unused, returned scooter at a reduced price and the family
all agreed that he should draw on his savings. His pride
and independence have had a real boost this week.
Thank you all again.

oQo

A SSAFA officer writes: Thank you and, through you,
your Benevolence Committee for the grant to Mrs C.
Since we spoke last she has had a fall which has resulted
in serious damage to her right wrist which was already
pinned following a previous break. She has an
appointment to see a specialist and hopes, on this
occasion, that you will excuse her for not writing to thank
the Regiment for its generosity. I am, as ever, extremely
grateful for all you do for the families of ex-Royal
Surreys.

oc0o
I have been advised by the County Field Officer of the
Royal British Legion that you have generously
contributed towards the cost of updating the heating at
the above property. You will know that my husband and
I are both elderly and on limited income. We can now
look towards next winter with less trepidation knowing
that we have a reliable means of keeping warm. It is
heart-warming to know that organisations like yours
continue to promote the well-being of ex-servicemen in
their ‘twilight’ years! We offer our grateful thanks for
your assistance.

o0o

Just a brief note to express our sincere thanks for the very
generous grant towards Dad’s Nursing Home Fees. Dad
was delighted when I gave him the news on Sunday; he
really is extremely happy and so well looked after at the
Home. He was in fine spirits as they had enjoyed an ‘Old
Time Musical’ on the Saturday evening and had been
able to participate in a good old sing song! Thank you
also for sending the Regimental Magazine; Dad was
already engrossed in it by the time we left on Sunday
afternoon.

oQ0o

I was most grateful to you and your committee for the
grant towards the cost of essential external house
maintenance. Mrs D is tireless in her efforts for
SSAFA/Forces Help and I appreciate her kindness in
dealing with my application.

oQ0o

It is very remiss of me for not thanking you and your
regiment for the contribution you make to my mother-in-
law’s care home funds. This contribution eases the

financial burden of residential care we have so may I
thank you and your regiment for the funds you donate.

oc0o
The Queen Alexandra Hospital Home

The Queen Alexandra Hospital Home, Boundary Road,
Worthing, West Sussex has recently had its registration
changed to allow it, for the first time since its founding in
1919, to accept ex-Service females. It can offer a
permanent, respite or rehabilitation stay in a Care Home.

oQo

Life at The Royal Hospital Chelsea - All Work, Rest
and Play
(or, never a dull moment........... )

Do not get the wrong idea. The Royal Hospital is not a
‘hospital’ as such - the name was given to almshouses in
the days before hospitals, as we know them, were
invented. The Royal Hospital is an old peoples’ home -
albeit a rather special one for the soldiers who have served
for King, Queen and Country. So, it offers sheltered
accommodation, care and, for some, a hospice. A few of
the In-Pensioners are aged under 65 and the oldest is 99.
The average age of the 310 residents is just over 80.
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The Royal Hospital has all the things that are required for
a comfortable old age - all meals and accommodation
found, no laundry and other delightful chores,
comradeship and security. Full medical and nursing care
is also available for those who need it. For many a
pleasant lifestyle is complete with a visit to the Club to
take in a concert or a game of bingo, a game of snooker,
a trip to the library or just chatting over the papers.

¥
¥

Yet, for those with more energy, there is a lot more to
Royal Hospital life.

There is action. In-Pensioner Jim McGovern completed
the 2004 London marathon in less than 6% hours (not bad
when you are over 68 and in uniform), collecting over
£8,000 for the charitable work of the Royal British
Legion and the Royal Hospital’s development



programme. In 2002, aged 82, Buck Taylor went over the
assault course at Pirbright and he has been snowboarding
in Germany. Earlier this year a party of In-Pensioners
joined in the annual 12km walk at Soest.

However, not every In-Pensioner does such athletic
things: the Bowls Club is very active and popular. There
is a full programme of matches, both home and away,
throughout the year. The putting green is always
available for a quiet ‘round’ with friends and family.
Both are, of course, close to the 19th hole in the In-
Pensioners’ Club. \

For those of a more practical and artistic bent there is a
fully kitted out Arts and Crafts Block and all manner of
pictures and objects are displayed at the popular annual
Arts and Crafts exhibition, which is open to the public.

The more musical In-Pensioners can join The Royal
Hospital Band. It plays at concerts within the Royal
Hospital, for the Infirmary residents and at local shows
and carnivals. For the green fingered there are allotments,
the fruits of which often grace the tables of the Great Hall.

In-Pensioners also travel widely. Many go off on cruises
or visit family all over the world. Organized trips are
undertaken regularly - in 2004 to Gibraltar for the 300th
anniversary of its capture and more recently to the D-Day
beaches and Arnhem for the 60th Anniversary of those
momentous events. In 2002 a party went to Washington
and met the President. Every Autumn a battlefield tour is
undertaken, this year taking the opportunity of
international reconciliation to go to Libya.

Some, however, prefer the more mundane, but possibly
profitable, ventures of going on one of the many trips to
the races. These, like many other activities, are organized
by the wide number of people and organizations who
support us.

For those with more sedentary interests there is a
computer suite which is available for all to use - tuition is
no problem and internet access is always on line.

Apart from pure pleasure, around 90 of the In-Pensioners
elect to work around the Royal Hospital. This is not
onerous but allows them to maintain an interest in what
goes on, meet people and, of course, receive additional
income. In-Pensioners are valued as guides for the many
tour parties that visit. They enthral the visitors with
interesting and often lurid stories about the Royal
Hospital (soto voce if the staff are around!). Others assist
in the Chapel, Museum and Souvenir Shop and in many
other ways in the various departments. They make a
considerable and valued contribution to the running of
the Royal Hospital.

There are a few duties that each In-Pensioner is expected
to perform. Attendance is required at the Annual
Founder’s Day, which is held in the second week in June,
and occasionally each In-Pensioner has to attend the

Governor’s Parade which takes place on Sunday morning
before Chapel. (Compulsory Chapel attendance ended
some years ago, but many enjoy attending the service).

The Royal Hospital is acting to ensure that it can continue
to provide the most modern residential accommodation
and care, maintaining the fabric of the buildings and
tradition of the past. Work has now started to provide a
complete new Infirmary building. This will offer ‘state of
the art’ medical and care facilities for up to 125 In-
Pensioners.

Additionally, the In-Pensioner’s accommodation in the
Long Wards is to be improved to 21st Century standards.
This will offer a much enhanced quality of life within the
historic buildings. Importantly, it will eventually allow
accommodation (o be allocated to eligible women former
soldiers.

The Royal Hospital welcomes enquiries at any time from
any former soldier who is qualified. If you would like to
apply (or you know someone who may be interested) the
criteria for admission are:

You must be in receipt of a Service or Disability Pension
awarded for Army Service,

You must normally be at least 65 years of age, and

You must be free from the obligation to support a wife or
family.

If you are interested in joining please contact the Royal
Hospital through the Royal Hospital website
www.chelsea-pensioners.org.uk or ring 020 7881 5204
for further information.

The Royal Hospital is open to the public (entry is free) on
nearly every day of the year (not Sunday mornings unless
attending Chapel) - if you are in Chelsea take the
opportunity to visit and see the Chelsea Pensioners in
action!

o0o

The Princess of Wales’s Royal Regiment
(by Maj A J Martin)

The two main subjects that reign supreme
in the period covered by these notes are the
Ist Battalion in Iraq and the proposed
Future Army Structure (FAS) i.e. the
restructuring of the Infantry.

The Ist Battalion arrived in Iraq in April
2004 and return by 23rd October 2004.
Many readers will have seen the press reports. The
Battalion has been subjected to continual attack from the
moment they landed until now. The takeover was more a
relief in contact. To date the Battalion has lost one killed
in action, one killed due to an operational accident and 48
wounded. In one period the Battalion was attacked every
day for six weeks. The last time a regiment sustained
such a high level of attack was during the Korean War.

e

Individual acts of heroism have been displayed by all
ranks. One private soldier (Pte Beharry) with his vehicle
ablaze under effective fire, with a bullet in his helmet, his
platoon commander wounded, managed to pull him to
safety and then lead his platoon through the well-
organized ambush. In doing so an RPG (Rocket) hit the
periscope and blasted open the hatch, badly wounding
him. He continued to lead the platoon to safety. In
another incident five soldiers put to rout more than 100
rebels in a well rehearsed bayonet charge clearing the
enemy trenches.

There are too many stories to tell. We hope that all will
deserve some form of recognition. The soldiers went out
young boys and will return mature men, having seen so
much action.

On return the Battalion will go back to Tidworth and in
March 2005 move to Paderborn (Germany).

The 2nd Battalion based at Ternhill (Shropshire) had a
very successful training period in Canada. Then they
went onto four months at Spearhead. To date they have
not been deployed. Of note is the award of the Military
Cross to Sgt Paul Kelly of the 2nd Battalion who was
platoon sergeant of the composite platoon attached to 1
Argyll & Sutherland Highlanders. The Battalion has just
been warned for a six months tour of Iraq from January
2005. The plan is for the Battalion to move to Northern
Ireland (Bally Kelly) in December 2005.

The 3rd Battalion has just had a very successful Annual
Camp to Kazakhstan. This was the [irst element of the
British Army to train along side what used to be our
enemies. The training area was vast and their army learnt
how operations should be done professionally! In
addition individual reinforcements are with the st
Battalion in Iraq.

The two independent companies, B Company The
London Regiment and C Company The Royal Rifle
Volunteers, continue to supply individual reinforcements
to the Regular Army - as an example 17 members of B
Company are in Iraq and seven members in Afghanistan
- similar numbers from C Company are also reinforcing
units.

The other topic of conversation is the Restructuring of
the Army. I must not be distracted into making common
sense observations so will only quote fact!

Four infantry battalions must go by 2008. Although
readers may have seen press and other speculation, as we
go to print no firm decisions have been made. The next
report will provide all the information on the
restructuring.

In summary, the Regiment is strong and extremely proud
of everyone who has or is serving in hostile situations.

oQdo



Sergeant Paul Joseph Kelly MC
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Sergeant Kelly of The Princess of Wales’s Royal
Regiment was attached to the Ist Battalion The Argyll
and Sutherland Highlanders. In January 2004, he was
platoon sergeant of a composite platoon based alone in
the isolated Camp Condor in the south of the notoriously
lawless Maysan Province. On 11th February 2004,
Sergeant Kelly was tasked to conduct a joint vehicle
patrol with some soldiers of the local Iraqi Civil Defence
Corps company. At approximately 1825 hours the patrol
stopped on the main road in the area of previous
hijackings. Stones had been placed across the road. Kelly
walked to the front Defence Corps vehicle to investigate,
confirm orders and assess the situation.

As he reached the vehicle, he came under a heavy weight
of automatic fire; he took cover and, under heavy
incoming fire, issued clear and decisive orders to his men
to engage the enemy. Several hundred rounds were fired.
As the fire-fight was being won and with little regard for
his own safety, Kelly seized the initiative and led a rapid
and decisive charge towards the enemy position.
Together with some of his men, he there apprehended
two armed bandits who were cowering in the night.
Subsequently, they were imprisoned.

On 5th March 2004, a patrol in the village of Qal At Salih
requested assistance from Kelly’s patrol in making a
number of arrests following a shooting incident. Soon
after arriving, the situation exploded in a crescendo of
violence, with local tribesmen engaging Coalition Forces
with machine gun, Rocket Propelled Grenade (RPG) and
small arms fire. Kelly was shot through the hand in this
initial action and one of his Landrovers was destroyed by
an RPG, wounding an Argyll soldier. Despite being in
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severe pain, Kelly rallied his men in the confusion of this
initial engagement and set up a strong point in a building.
There he and his men fought an exhaustive close quarter
battle for over two hours. ‘

The enemy repeatedly attacked the position from three
sides with intensive and unypsually accurate machine gun
fire, RPG’s, grenades and satchel charges of explosives.
Sergeant Kelly then switched to using a captured AK47
semi-automatic rifle. He hit several enemy combatants
during this period. Firing with his good arm, he
concurrently organised his men into shifts of firing,
ammunition re-supply and looking after the casualties.
He proved to be an inspiration to all those around him
throughout this chaotic, adrenaline charged battle.

Once armoured reinforcements arrived three hours later,
Kelly was extracted to safety and was then moved by
helicopter to the Field Hospital where he underwent
emergency surgery. He was subsequently evacuated to
the United Kingdom. Kelly’s first act of gallantry and
exemplary leadership under heavy fire resulted in the
arrest of two members of a violent gang, probably
responsible for numerous murders, rapes and vehicle
hijackings in the area. His second act of gallantry, whilst
wounded in one of the biggest engagements of the
campaign, was truly inspirational to those around him.

o0o

PWRR and Queen’s Regiment Museum.

The Friends of the PWRR and Queen’s Regiment
Museum are planning their programme for 2005: .

27 April 2005:
Annual Talk and Buffet evening at Leros
Barracks, Canterbury “mainly military music
with flowers”. Talk with music by Lt Col Les
Wilson, Maj Richard Powell and The Kohima
Band. Flowers by Janice Luck and auctioned
with Regimental sheet music by Major Graham
Turner.

2/3 July 2005:
“The Spirit of the Regiment” museum weekend
‘Veterans Reunited” 60th Anniversary of VE and
V] event at Dover Castle in association with
English Heritage; a wide range of events
programmed.

They would be happy to see any WW II veteran
at the event as members of the visiting public but
the aim of the occasion is to host the WW I
veterans of the Regimental Family.

Those wishing to attend either of the above events should
contact: Brenda Hunt, RHQ PWRR, Howe Barracks,
Canterbury, Kent CT1 1JY (Tel: 01227 818058) by 10th
January 2005.

o0o

Officers’ Mess Photograph, 1st Battalion The Queen’s (Royal West Surrey) Regiment

Bordon Camp, Aldershot 11th August 1914

Left to right (back row): Lt HE Iremonger  2/Lt HJP Thompson 2/Lt FM Eastwood  2/Lt HB Strong 2 Lt/ JD Boyd

(middle row): Capt HNA Hunter
Capt FC Longbourne

Lt RS Pringle Lt MV Foy
Lt RLQ Henriques

Lt BM Kenny
2/Lt C Bushell

Lt W Hayes

(seated): Capt R Stanley-Creek Capt CF Watson DSO Capt & Adjt CE Wilson Lt Col D Warren
Maj Gen Sir EOF Hamilton KCB ~ Maj HC Pilleau DSO  Bvt-Maj EB Mathew-Lannowe  Capt MG Heath Capt RG Clarke
(front row): 2/L.t TOM Buchan 2/Lt ED Drew Lt & Qr-Mr GH Wallis

2/Lt C Cooper Lt MWH Pain

The above photograph, a copy of which is on display in the Museum at Clandon, may well be familiar to some readers.
It appeared in a number of newspaper articles during the Great War, some of which are in the Regimental archives now
at the Surrey History Centre. Lieutenant Colonel Les Wilson has spent a considerable amount of time researching the
lives of the officers and a summary of his findings appears below.

Lieutenant HE Iremonger Wounded 14th September 1914.

2nd Lieutenant HIP Thompson Wounded 14th September 1914.

2nd Lieutenant FM Eastwood Killed 29th October 1914. Commemorated on Ypres (Menin Gate) Memorial
Panel 11-13 and 14.
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2nd Lieutenant g Killed 30th October 1914. Had been promoted Lieutenant. Commemorated on
Ypres (Menin Gate) Memorial Panel 11-13 and 14.

2nd Lieutenant JD Boyd Killed 25th September 1918. Had been awarded DSO and MC.

Lieutenant Colonel HNA Hunter DSO Captain HNA Hunter was wounded in September 1914, he finished the
war with the 1st Battalion as a Brevet Lieutenant Colonel (not in command). He subsequently commanded the
2nd Battalion The Queen’s Royal Regiment. He relinquished command in 1931 and retired.

Lieutenant RS Pringle Died of wounds 17th September 1914. Buried in Moulins New Communal Cemetery,
Grave 6.

Lieutenant MV Foy Promoted Captain and killed 13th October 1914. Buried in Vendresse British Cemetery,
Grave 111.C.8.

Lieutenant BN Kenny Wounded 14th October 1914.

Lieutenant W Hayes Killed 20th October 1918. Had been promoted to Captain and awarded the DSO. Buried
in Stagheno Cemetery, Genoa, Grave 1.C.19.

Colonel FC Longbourne CMG DSQO Captain FC Longbourne was wounded serving with the Ist Battalion in
October 1914. He was awarded the CMG and DSO during the war and commanded the 11th Bn The Queen’s
Royal Regiment at the end of the war.

Lieutenant RO Henriques Killed 14th September 1914. Lieutenant Henriques had been commissioned into
The Queen’s (Royal West Surrey) Regiment. He came from a deeply devout family and on hearing of his death
his mother, Lady Margaret Henriques, commissioned a statuette of St George which, when completed, she
placed in the family chapel in memory of her son. After her death and when the building in which the chapel
was situated was demolished, her trustees presented the statuette to the regimental museum.

Lieutenant Henriques was serving with the 1st Battalion of The Queen’s at the Battle of the Aisne when he was
killed. He was the first regimental officer casualty killed in the war. Buried in Vendresse British Cemetery
Grave N.H.1.

Lieutenant Colonel C Bushell VC DSO Wounded 14th October 1914. Killed 8th August 1918, whilst
commanding 7th Battalion The Queen’s Royal Regiment. He was twice Mentioned in Despatches, and awarded
the VC and the DSO. His medals were presented by his family to the Regimental Museum, Clandon where they
are on display.

Captain RES Stanley-Creek DSO Captain RFS Stanley-Creek had embarked with the battalion on the 13th
August 1914, He was wounded on 14th September. He returned to the battalion and took part in the Battle of
the Aisne which was followed by the first Battle of Ypres. [t was during this battle that Stanley-Creek was
awarded his DSO: his company had been cut off by a large party of Germans, and he had to lead his men
through the German lines to get back to the battalion. As senior officers had been killed or wounded, he
commanded the battalion for a short while until he in turn was killed on 29th October 1914. His body was never
found, but his name is remembered on panel 1 1-13 and 14 on the Menin Gate Memorial. His medals, including
a Mentioned-in-Despatches and bronze plaque, are in the possession of a farmer in upstate New York forty
miles north of Saratoga - close to the Vermont border. The farmer, Gordon Chaplin, married the eldest daughter
of Captain M Teale who had served as a National Service Officer with the 1st Battalion The Queen’s Royal
Regiment in Iserlohn, West Germany in 1950 and later with the 6th Battalion.

Brigadier General CF Watson CMG DSO Wounded 14th October 1914 and again in 1918. Captain CF Watson
had served in the South African War (1899-1902) and had been awarded the DSO and twice Mentioned in
Despatches. In 1922 he commanded the 2nd Bn The Royal Warwickshire Regiment; this was followed by a
period on half-pay until being selected as Brigadier-General in command of the Rangoon Brigade. He retired
from the Army in 1931 and died on the 12th July 1948.

Captain and Adjutant CE Wilson Killed 17th September 1914. He had served throughout the South African
Campaign with the 2nd Battalion. He was a Chevalier of the Legion of Honour (France). Buried in Paissy
Churchyard.

Lieutenant Colonel D Warren Killed 17th September 1914 commanding the 1st Battalion. A very keen shot,
he had presented several silver trophies to improve shooting; two are in use today. Brother and son also killed
in the Great War. Burial in Paissy Churchyard.

Major General Sir Edward Hamilton KCB Colonel, The Queen’s (Royal West Surrey) Regiment 1914-1920.

Brevet Licutenant Colonel HC Pilleau DSO Was Second in Command to Lt Col Warren and then assumed
command. Killed 21st September 1914. Burial in Neuilly-Sur-Seine New Communal Cemetery. Grave A.23.1.

Brigadier General EB Mathew-Lannowe Brevet Major Mathew-Lannowe was seriously wounded on the 15th
September 1914. He had joined the 1st Battalion in India in 1895 and had taken part in the North-West Frontier
campaign of 1897-1898 including the operations of the Malakand Field Force. He had been Adjutant of the 1st
Battalion from 1902 to 1905. After recovering from his wounds at the Aisne he saw further service in France
in 1915-1916. He then held appointments at the Machine Gun Corps Training Centre, and at the end of the war
he was Commandant of the Tank Corps Training Centre in the rank of Brigadier-General.

He returned to the Regiment at his own request to take command of the 2nd Battalion for the Waziristan
Campaign of 1921. His final appointment was as Commander of the 2nd (Rawalpindi) Brigade. He retired in
1931 and died in 1940.

Lieutenant Colonel MG Heath Wounded 14th September 1914. Subsequently returned to duty and was acting
Lieutenant Colonel when he was killed on 25th September 1915 commanding 2nd Battalion The Queen’s Royal
Regiment. He had served for 16 years with the 1st Battalion; took part in the Tirah Expedition 1897-8 and on
the North-West Frontier of India (1908). Commemorated on Loos Memorial panel 13 to 15.

Colonel RG Clarke CMG DSO MBE Captain RG Clarke survived the war. He had served with the 2nd
Battalion The Queen’s Royal Regiment in the South African War 1899-1902 and been Mentioned in
Despatches.

During the Great War he was made a Chevalier of the French Legion of Honour for his work during the retreat
from Mons: four times Mentioned in Despatches, awarded the CMG and DSO. He was promoted to Lt Col.
He commanded the !st Battalion in China from 1927 to 1928 and then retired from the army, and was appointed
Honorary Colonel. In retirement he was involved with various charities and was active in promoting the Sea
Cadets in Folkestone, for which he was awarded an MBE in 1958. He was a very generous benefactor to the
Regiment, including the purchase of the Carlisle Figures and two silver maces (one on display in the museum).
He made many donations to the museum and for benevolence. He died on 27th October 1959 aged 80 years.

Major TOM Buchan MC Wounded 14th September 1914. 2nd/Lt Buchan served with the Ist Battalion during
the Great War and was awarded the Military Cross for gallantry. Post war he served with the 2nd Battalion
until 1926 when he was appointed Adjutant of 22nd Battalion The London Regiment (The Queen’s). He retired
from the Army in 1928 with the rank of Major.

2nd Lieutenant ED Drew Wounded 14th September 1914.

Captain & Quartermaster GH Wallis DCM Died of wounds 20th September 1918. Had been promoted to
Captain (Quartermaster). Buried in Thilloy Road Cemetery, Beaulemcourt. He was awarded the DCM during
the Tirah Campaign. '

2nd Lieutenant C Cooper Wounded 14th September 1914 (evacuated to UK).

Lieutenant MWH Pain Wounded 26th August 1914. Returned to duty and served throughout the First World

© War. Subsequently served with the 2nd Battalion as Second-in-Command in Aldershot, 1931.




The Officers’ Club Ladies’ Luncheon
(by Bryan Ray)

Fifty five officers and ladies were at Clandon House for
the lunch this year. This was slightly down from previous
years, due to several members being unwell and unable to
attend. We missed, amongst others, Les Wilson and
Ralph and Adele Ewart - three of our stalwarts. Ralph
had a medical appointment, but we look forward to
seeing them next year, together with the others who could
not make it this time.

We were unable to use the Salon and so pre-lunch drinks
and the lunch were held in the gracious surroundings of
the marble hall. The meal was excellent and our thanks
go to all the staff at Clandon.

Lunch is served

After the Loyal Toast the President, Brigadier Bob
Acworth, welcomed Julie Lawlor, the National Trust
Property Manager at Clandon, and thanked her for her
assistance to the Association. He said that he felt that the
relations between the National Trust and the Association
were such that we could hope to look forward to Clandon
continuing as the home for our museum and Association
functions for the foreseeable future. The President then
outlined the on-going benevolence grants given to former
soldiers of the Regiment, and summarised the financial
situation of the Association.

Brigadier Acworth gave an outline of the recent activities
of the battalions of the PWRR including the outstanding
service in Iraq. The Territorials had provided volunteers
for Afghanistan and other theatres and this year the
annual camp was being held in Kazakhstan! A far cry
from St Martin’s Plain.

Finally, the President paid tribute to the excellent work
done by Adrian Birtles as the Chairman of the Museum
Trustees, a post that he would be relinquishing in 2006.
The Regimental Toast was then proposed.

All present then adjourned to the museum for coffee and
the opportunity to admire the displays.
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Coffee in the museum

It is noted that very few single officers attend the lunch,
and all are reminded that the function is not confined to
married officers. Single officers, with or without
partners, are more than welcome, and we look forward to
seeing our numbers swell in the future.

Once more we are indebted to Tony Russell for
organising everything; as always he did a first class job
and managed to take the photographs too.

oQ0o

Congratulations

and
Best Wishes

The marriage took place on Saturday 30th October 2004
between Colonel J G W Davidson and Mrs Coral Higson.

oQo

National Service 1958-1960
The Queen’s Royal Regiment - 52nd Intake: Part 2
(by Harry Ulrich)

(In the first instalment
Harry Ulrich recalled
basic training and life in
Iserlohn. He was then
amongst those seconded to
the [East Surreys in

b Cyprus, from whence the

;Y‘ battalion embarked for
Suez before being diverted
to Benghazi)

K_‘ 28 As our voyage from

Cyprus came to an end we entered the docks and drew
alongside the quay and were greeted by ‘Mucker Khan’,
who was the battalion char wallah in Cyprus. How on
earth he knew we were to go to Benghazi was another
mystery, but he did.

Once again we were to be loaded into three tonners and
driven to our destination. Needless to say this was right
out into the desert, having to go through the local
shantytown on the way. As we were not going to stay
long, it was agreed we would be allowed to use the
married ‘pads’ accommodation, which was far better than
having to sleep in tents. We were also told that, if we
went into town, we must ensure we got a taxi and not to
stop in shantytown: one of the advance parties had done
so and had been mugged, only to wake up to find his
great coat, battle dress, and boots had been stolen. The
duty officer pointed out that, having stopped in
shantytown, he was lucky he only lost his kit.

I remember the very first night we mounted a nine man
guard. It proved to be a big mistake for in the morning we
discovered that a number of lorry tyres, plus quite a
number of jerry cans of petrol, were missing. From that
day forward we had a thirty man guard each night. It
came to pass that if you were one of the best turned out,
the reward was (you guessed it) you got a twenty four-
hour guard.

Unfortunately on one occasion I managed to get a twenty
four-hour guard, which meant two hours tour of duty was

spent as a sentry on the front gate. I remember my first
time, standing there not being allowed to move; it seemed
that all the flies in North Africa were trying to get up
every orifice in my body at the same time. The only way
to escape this attack was to come to attention and march
up and down. However, due to the heat this was only
possible for a very short period before you had to stop.
Once you had stopped it wasn’t long before you were
once again being attacked by the flies, which seemed to
have spent their time during your marching up and down
period resting in the toilets.

I remember one time whilst [ was on guard seeing a big
black official looking car coming towards the front gate.
Out the corner of my eye I saw someone in the back of
the car with a red band around his hat. Immediately I
thought, “Brigadier”; and we had been instructed that for
anything above the rank of major we were to present
arms. So as the car drew nearer I thought “here we go”
and Harry Ulrich goes into the present arms. Slowly the
car drew up along side me, stopped, the window wound
down, a head popped out, and a Salvation Army officer
thanked me. Did [ feel silly or what!
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¥ s WHETE L e ey
On another occasion myself and Robert Taylor (known to
his mates as Satch as he resembled Satch in *“The Bowery
Boys’ - for those of you who remember the film) went
into town. After we had covered most of the bars, and
having bought a few presents from the bazaar, Satch
decided he wanted to go to the toilet. Having searched for
what seemed ages we finally found it. Would you
believe, it was in the square in the middle of the road,
with just the one cubicle. Satch entered and after a short
period a voice called out from the cubicle “Harry, Harry
come quick”. I went over and opened the door; Satch
looked at me and said “I know they are all poor out here,
but some ********* picked the toilet and the toilet roll”.
I tried to explain to him that the two-foot prints and one
hole in the ground was the toilet, and that there were no
toilets or cisterns in this country, nor did they use toilet
rolls. Satch looked at me and said “Harry, [ was never a
marksman on the rifle or the bren and I'm sure I won't
get a bull’s eye on this target”. Shaking my head in
disbelief, I gathered a few pieces of paper together and
left him to carry on.

continued on page 16
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Annual Church Service The President’s Reception for the Mayors of Surrey





































































