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Forecast of Events
2006

MINDEN DAY.
SALERNO DAY.
6th (Bermondsey), 2/6th and 2/7th Queen’s Royal Regiment OCAs Combined Reunion.

The Queen’s Royal Surrey Regiment Museum Trustees Meeting - Clandon.

st August

Oth September
9th September
21st September
22nd September
2nd October
4th October

7th October

3rd November
20th December

The Queen’s Royal Surrey Regiment Charity Trustees Meeting.

The Queen’s Royal Surrey Regiment Officers’ Club Ladies’ Luncheon - Clandon.
Golf Society Autumn Meeting - Woking.

The East Surrey OCA Reunion, Clapham.

The Queen’s Royal Surrey Regiment Association Annual Reunion - Union Jack Club.
BRITISH BATTALION DAY (1941).

2007

10th February SOBRAON DAY (1846).

17th March The Queen’s Royal Surrey Regiment Association, Charity Trustees and
Officers’ Club Meetings - Clandon.

23rd April YPRES DAY (1915).

16th May ALBUHERA DAY (1811).

Ist June THE GLORIOUS FIRST OF JUNE (1794).

Editorial

From time to time I am asked about the Association’s finances. As the President notes, we are in the fortunate position
of having an Association that is not poor; the Regimental Charity, which provides most of the funding for our activities
including benevolence, remains in sound financial condition. Total audited expenditure during 2005 was £151,411
pounds. The Charity’s Trustees continue to keep expenditure and the Charity’s investments under close scrutiny. The
Charity does not undertake fund raising activities and is primarily dependent upon its investments and the income
generated by those investments to meet expenditure. In 2005 that investment income was £68,706.

The excess expenditure above income is met by sale of investments; during 2005 those sales were more than offset by
rising values. As a result at 31st December 2005 the investment portfolio stood at £2,079,356 compared with
£1,939,605 at the beginning of 2005. Once cash holdings and liabilities were taken into account, the Charity’s level of
reserves (including the investments) was £2,095,903 at the end of 2005.

The end of this year will mark the 40th anniversary of the creation of The Queen’s Regiment. May 1967 saw the
publication of the first edition of the Regimental Association Newsletter. 1 would particularly welcome memories of
service with The Queen’s Royal Surrey Regiment, both Regular and TA, for inclusion in Edition 80 later this year.

Tony Russell

Covers: The covers are a picture from the collection of the Regimental Museum, Clandon Park depicting the attack by B Company
8th Battalion The East Surrey Regiment at Montauban on 1 July 1916, the first day of the battle of the Somme. It was during
this attack that the Company advanced kicking footballs provided by their OC Captain W P Nevill. The artist was L/Cpl
Percy Syer, a professional artist who served in the Orderly Room of the 8th Battalion.

President’s Notes

As some of you may know Captain Adrian Birtles retired
as Chairman of our museum at the beginning of March.
Adrian has been Chairman for nearly 6 years during
which he has lead the team that has made our museum at
Clandon such a prestigious attraction displaying our past
history and traditions so effectively. Being Chairman of
our museum is no easy task and Adrian has done an
outstanding job. May [, on behalf of you all, say “Thank
you” for a challenging job so effectively undertaken.

I am delighted to tell you that Adrian has agreed to
become a Trustee of our Regimental Charity. Colonel
Nicolas Davies, who started his military service at
Stoughton barracks, has very kindly agreed to take over
from Adrian. You can be assured that the continuing
management of the museum is in good hands. Our thanks
also to lan Chatfield, our museum curator, for organising
such a excellent museum Open Day on 26th March when
the Surrey Army Cadet Band and the “Second of Foot”
Peninsular War re-enactors added to a very successful
day. I do urge associations/branches or even individual
groups to organise visits/meetings/reunions at our
museum. It i1s a great location and lan Chatfield will
make you most welcome.

The Regimental Charity Trustees are also pleased to
welcome Major Mike Jarratt as a Trustee. Mike was one
of the last officers to be commissioned into The Queen’s
Royal Surrey Regiment. He has been acting as Honorary
Legal Advisor to the Trustees for a number of years.

Those of you who know our Regimental Chapel at
Guildford Cathedral will be pleased to read that we have
recently had all the Colours cleaned and repaired by the
Royal School of Needlework. The Trustees have also
agreed to pay for two more stained glass windows in the
Chapel; one showing the badge of The Queen’s Royal
Regiment and the other that of The Queen’s Royal Surrey
Regiment. These will complement the badges of The East
Surrey Regiment. We are also having one of the floor
slabs engraved to commemorate all who have made the
supreme sacrifice whilst serving in The Queen’s Royal
Regiment, The East Surrey Regiment and The Queen’s
Royal Surrey Regiment. We are awaiting the ecclesiastic
authority and agreement before the work starts.

I have much enjoyed over the past year attending the
many reunions and events held by the
Association/branches. Thank you to all the organisers
who help to maintain the spirit and comradeship of our
Regiments. Lastly, [ have come across quite a number of
our former members who find themselves in difficulties.
Please remember that the prime purpose of our
Association is benevolence and we are not poor! If you
know of any friend who is finding problems do persuade
him or her to ask the Association for assistance.

Best Wishes
Tony Ward

The Princess of Wales’s Royal Regiment

The hectic pace of life within the
Regiment continues unabated. The
regular Battalions are on the move again
and demands on the TA are never ending
or decreasing.

The Colonel of the Regiment recently had
his book ‘Dusty Warrior - A Modern
Soldier’ published. This is a very accurate account of the
Ist Battalion’s Battle Group actions in Iraq in 2004.
Copies are available from RHQ PWRR (and also from
the Regimental Museum at Clandon).

Pte Beharry VC continues to receive medical treatment
for his wounds and is still Y listed. He works, at present,
for The Prince of Wales’s Trust, which is deeply involved
with today’s youth.

The 1st Battalion deployed to Iraq on OP Telec 8 on |
May 06 and return 1 Nov 06. They had an intensive
training build up for their deployment. This involved all
aspects of combat preparedness at all levels. This was
completed at various training locations in Germany,
sometimes in snowy, extremely cold conditions. The rear
party remains in Paderborn. We wish them a successful
tour. The Colonel of the Regiment visited them live firing
the Warrior main armaments at Hc hne Training Area.

The 2nd Battalion is now well estublished in Ballykelly,
Northern Ireland. They are accommodated in a new
modern barracks and are collocated with HQ 8 INF Bde.
This latter HQ will cease operational control on 1 Aug 06
as part of the troop level reductron now that the province
is apparently returning to normal! A Company will
deploy to the Falkland Islands for a short 3 months tour
this summer. The Corps of Drums will be visiting the
IOW to complete some adventure training and
ceremonial duties including visiting the Regimental
Sailing.

The 3rd Battalion under the command of Lieutenant
Colonel Adam Edmunds is in the middle of an interesting
programme of expansion with now taking on C Company
of the RRV (Portsmouth based), which will become D
Company 3 PWRR, and also the Battalion will create a
new company in the Medway Towns. It’s good news for
the TA.

B Company The Londons still continues wearing our cap
badge but is now closer aligned with the Guards who
have taken administrative control of the London
Regiment.

The Regimental TA units still continue to support the
Regular Battalions with manpower and the 1st Battalion
has benefited from this manpower and in some cases
individuals’ previous experience of Iraq. So far this year
24 will have deployed to Iraq and one to Afghanistan.



The Regiment continues to be in fine form and the
Regimental image has been strengthened with all the
publicity surrounding the awards from Iraq and the
follow up lectures, articles and profile of the Colonel of
the Regiment. Recruiting numbers are a cause for
concern as by June this year every single infantry
battalion in the British Army will be under strength. This
single feat was achieved by the Staff (seeking financial
savings) by imposing a moratorium last year on
recruiting! — need [ say more.

We are now fighting back and will after a great deal of
effort and money hopefully regain our numbers.

o0o

The Regimental Museum

Last Autumn’s Notes were written a month before the
end of the 2005 season; these are being penned a week
after the opening of the new season for 2006. The new
season started quite literally with a bang as, with the kind
co-operation of the National Trust and Lord Onslow, lan
Chatfield had arranged for our local Surrey Cadet Force
Band and Drums and the 2nd of Foot Re-enactment
Society to play and demonstrate outside Clandon Park’s
front door during the afternoon. This seemed to be much
enjoyed by the visiting public (if not entirely by Lord
Onslow’s horses), although we were all reassured to be
informed that the rounds being fired from the replica
Brown Bess muskets were blanks! Opening day was also
the Museum’s Open Day for members of the Regiment -
an experimental break with the tradition of holding this in
the Autumn. There was a good turn-out, but comments on
preferred arrangements for future years would be
welcome.

As usual, the intervening Winter months were occupied
with the slog of cleaning everything in preparation for the
new season and making some improvements to the
displays. There has been a substantial re-ordering of the
VC and GC displays to show them to better effect, and to
give more details of the circumstances of their award and
of the heroes who won them. This has also given the
opportunity to re-instate displays of the Museum’s
fascinating collection of Regimental trinkets, ranging
from sweetheart broaches to presentation watches and
many other intriguing knick knacks.

The Winter period also saw completion of our agreement
with the new Woking Galleries (who have now changed
their trading name to “The Lightbox”) for displays of part
of the Museum collection in Woking town centre for a
period of fifteen years from 2007. Construction of the
new galleries building, alongside the canal by Chertsey
Road bridge in Woking, is now well in hand, and we are
starting to look at the detailed design for the new
displays.

Looking to the year ahead, special displays are planned to
mark the 90th Anniversary of the Battle of the Somme in
July, and the 150th Anniversary of the institution of the
Victoria Cross later in the year. Ian Chatfield has plans
for more “Outreach” talks, for which we are now fully
equipped with a laptop computer and projector, thanks to
some welcome grant-aid. Other grants have helped
produce two children’s trails (for 5-8 and for 8-14 year
olds), with the aim of making visits by children more
interesting and (in the case of schools’ visits) more
relevant to their learning. These activities are all parts of
the Museum’s “Education initiative” which, after a
hesitant start a few years ago, is now well under way.
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Adrian Birtles gives his last Museum Christinas party address
as Chairman

To conclude, my term as Chairman of the Museum
Trustees came to an end in March, so this is my final
issue of Museum Notes. At their meeting on 30th March,
the Trustees appointed Colonel Nicolas Davies to be
Chairman, and he is now in the hot seat. May I finish
then by saying that, while my years as Chairman have
included a few challenges, they have been very enjoyable
and rewarding, all made possible by the terrific support
and comradeship of all the many people who make up the
Museum Team. Long may it continue to prosper!

Adrian Birtles

Benevolence

We are most grateful to Major John Rogerson at RHQ
PWRR for his continuing hard work in administering our
Regimental Charity’s individual benevolence support.

During 2005 a total of 118 cases were investigated and 78
individual grants-in-aid were approved; of these eight
were to former embodied TA personnel. In the majority
of cases the grants were for household expenses, debts
and rent arrears. The Association helped to provide 13
further electrically powered vehicles, 11 orthopaedic
chairs/beds and contributed to two convalescent
holidays. The Charity paid out £27,792 as individual
grants-in-aid through RHQ PWRR and made a donation
of £5,000 to The Army Benevolent Fund (ABF). A
further £375 was spent to purchase vouchers as
Christmas gifts for deserving cases including annuity
holders. The ABF provided £1,929 in General Grants. Of
the 40 cases not receiving a grant, local
Councils/Charities or other Regimental Charities assisted
32 after we had contacted them. Twelve cases were not
receiving such allowances as attendance, mobility,
pensions credit or rent rebate.

Fourteen ABF Annuities were administered; the ABF
generously contributed £55 per month per case. During
this period we had renewed or arranged for four Nursing
Home Fees grants, each of £1,040 from the ABF and
£350 from the Regimental Charity per year, to be paid for
our old soldiers or their widows to be looked after. The
Charity Trustees have decided to increase the Regimental
fees grant for 2006 to £500 per case. We had one
resident, on respite stay, in Gifford House. The ABF total
grants in support, including Nursing Home Fees and
annuities, were £14,469.

The Regimental Charity Trustees would again like to pay
tribute to the ABF which is always helpful with prompt
action and advice. They are also most grateful for the part
played by Branch Secretaries. SSAFA, Forces Help
Society and The Royal British Legion investigate the
majority of our cases and to their caseworkers we are
particularly grateful for all their assistance. During this
last year we have also assisted members who are cared
for by COMBAT STRESS (Ex Services Mental Welfare
Society), the War Pensions Agency, and the Ex Services
Fellowship Centres.

Extracts from a few of the letters of appreciation for
Major Rogerson’s work and the Charity’s financial
assistance which have been received over the last 6
months are reproduced below.

oQo

A SSAFA Caseworker writes: Thank you for your letter
and the enclosed cheque which will contribute to the cost
of Mrs A’s bed. I have told Mrs A that the donation
comes from The Queen’s Royal Surreys Regimental
Charity.

Thank you for your advice about the RBL When I have
received replies from the other charitable funds I shall,
probably, approach them. Lastly, thank you for your
prompt and generous help in this case.

o0o

Please accept our sincere thanks for the recent grant that
you helped to obtain for us towards the cost of the
building and electrical work needed at our home. Once
the building work is complete and we receive the new
wheelchair it will be great for us both to be able to get out
and enjoy the summer. Once again we both thank you for
your assistance and support.

oQ0o

Thank you so much for your generous donation towards
a stairlift for my mother; it has truly made my mother
very happy as she is no longer a prisoner in the bedroom.
On behalf of my mother and my family and in my dad’s
memory we thank the Regiment and keep you all in our
prayers.

000

I thank you very much for your kindness in contributing
to my Sennheiser hearing aid equipment. It is lovely to
be able to hear things clearly at last. Wishing you the
compliments of the season with g teful thanks.

oQo

[ want to thank you very much for your kind gift of the
Debenhams voucher in the presentation box. It will be
very useful. I am 91 and now cannot walk. [ have to be
pushed in a wheel chair and only have a little sight left. [
wish you all a Happy New Year in 2006.

oQo

Another year has gone by and Mrs B continues on into
her 90’s. She has asked me to thank you and your
association for your generous support towards her
expenses that enables her to stay in her care home.

May [ say that without your support it would prove
almost impossible to keep my mother-in-law in her
home. Thank you once again.

o00o

Thank you for all your help towards the getting of a
scooter for me. I am now able to go to the shops and also
get some fresh air. Its great to feel free when I’m on it;
just to sit on it feels lovely.

Sorry about the writing but rheumatism gets a lot of us
older folk, so I must finish now. Thankfully yours

oQ0o
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The East Surrey Regiment Officers’ Reunion Lunch

Held on Thursday 20th April once more in the Officers’
Mess of The London Regiment by kind permission of the
Commanding Officer, Lieutenant Colonel “Greg”
Truman, the reunion got off to a good start. This was due
to the first “round” being on Peter Bruckmann, who,
living in Spain, was unable to attend but wished his
spiritual presence with us to be made manifest. Peter had
served with 2 SURREYS and subsequently THE
BRITISH BATTALION in Malaya in 1941 and '42 and,
alas, subsequently for three and a half years as a PoW of
the Japanese.

Posing for the camera!

Thirty five signed up for the lunch, but unfortunately
Derek Conran and Les Wilson had to drop out. However,
unlike Arsenal Football Club, our substitutes bench
includes the odd Brit and “Jasper” Gray of Salonika and
Athens vintage was an eleventh hour addition to our
number. This was fortunate, for our numbers included for
the first time Mark Stent, who was also of Salonika
vintage.

Have you heard the one about?

Toby Taylor, presiding, said in one of his little anecdotes
“l was serving with the first battalion in the Sudan in
'38”. This got the lamps swinging !! In fact that anecdote
involved Brigadier George Roupell VC, who at the time
was commanding the battalion. One wonders if it was the

first time that Peter Roupell, who was at the lunch, had
heard it.

Geoff Strong said that with the inevitable decline in
numbers resulting in overheads, such as insurance and
rental, having to be shared by a smaller number, it was
possibly time to have another look at the way ahead, as
had been done in 1999, when we moved from biennial
dinners at Simpson’s to annual lunches at Clapham. He
will shortly send a letter to the “Hard Core” of some forty
members with possible alternatives and seeking views.

oQo

Reunion: 46 Years On
(by Geoffrey Mason)

Forty six years after serving together in Mukeiras, Aden,
fifteen men of ‘B’ Company, | QUEEN’S SURREYS,
accompanied by their wives, held another of their three-
yearly reunions at the Holiday Inn at Farnborough,
Surrey, over the weekend 4th-5th February 2006.

In all, twenty seven sat down to dinner which was
followed by a most enjoyable evening reminiscing about
the times spent together in Aden. Sadly, there were a few
of our old comrades who could no longer be with us.
Foremost amongst these was Cpl Jim Matthews, the
founder and organizer of our Reunions.
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Ken and Eve Hone (foreground) enjoying the reunion dinner
with (in the background L-R) Daphne and Geoffrey Mason,
Carol Mould, Eric Lockwood, the back view of Rob Bevan
facing his wife Connie.

However, we were very pleased to have with us as our
guests his widow, Pam, and their three grown up
daughters. Also Roger Mould’s widow, Carol, who came
all the way from Cornwall to be with us. The wife of Sgt
Lockwood, Desni ,and the wife of Michael Clark were
also remembered amongst those who could no longer be
with us. The organization of our three yearly reunions is
now in the very capable hands of Maurice and Ann Tyson
and we are grateful to them for organizing such an
enjoyable weekend reunion this year. The next, marking
almost fifty years since we all first met, will take place in
February 2009. ‘B’ Company members please take note.

oQo

Soccer on the Somme

The 1916 Battle of the Somme started on [ July 1916 and was to continue through until mid-November 1916. During
those 4% months there were to be actions subsequently commemorated in battle honours and days of heavy losses. By
the end of the battle the British Army casualties totalled over 500,000. The French Army, while suffering heavy losses
at Verdun, also suffered almost 200,000 casualties during the Battle of the Somme.

Many of the Commonwealth fallen are buried in graveyards so carefully tended by the Commonwealth War Graves
Commission. Some 73,000 officers and men of the land forces of the United Kingdom and South Africa who fell
between July 1915 and 20 March 1918 and who have no known resting place are commemorated on the panels of the
Thiepval Memorial to the Missing; the majority of those whose names are inscribed fell during the Battle of the Somme.

However | July 1916, the first day of the Battle of the Somme, holds its own dreadful place as the worst single day in
the British Army’s history in terms of casualties; almost 60,000 men were killed, wounded or missing, of which about
one third were fatalities.

The British losses were sustained by Kitchener’s Army, largely composed of volunteers, most of the professional
soldiers of the original British Expeditionary Force (BEF) having previously been either killed or rendered unfit for
service by the wounds they had suffered. The following battalions of the Regiment were to take part in the battle over
the coming months: The Queen’s — 1st, 2nd, 6th, 7th, 8th, 10th and 11th Battalions; The East Surreys - Ist, 7th, 8th, 9th
and 12th Battalions. Names from the 21st, 22nd and 24th County of London Regiments also appear on the Thiepval
Memorial.

General Sir Douglas Haig had succeeded Field Marshal Sir John French as Commander-in-Chief of the BEF at the end
of 1915 after the Battle of Loos. His original plan envisaged an attack preceded by 6 days of preliminary artillery
bombardment; however two days of wet weather resulted in a decision to postpone the attack by 24 hours, so the
bombardment went on for a week. To the waiting British soldiers this artillery bombardment seemed impressive. In
reality on 1 July the advancing British troops were to find that much of the German barbed wire remained uncut. The
battered German trenches were not abandoned but were still occupied by resolute groups; ard the German artillery
remained capable of inflicting heavy losses.

Amongst those British units waiting to attack in the misty early hours of 1 July was the 8th Battalion The East Surrey
Regiment. B Company was commanded by Captain Wilfred Percy Nevill (known as “Billie”) and it was that
Company’s actions that were to capture the public imagination.

Billie Nevill had attended Dover College before going on to Cambridge, however
his academic studies came to an abrupt end in 1914 when he volunteered for
the Army and became a twenty year old 2nd Lieutenant in the 8th (Service)
Battalion The East Surrey Regiment. In June 1915 the battalion crossed to
France as part of 55 Brigade, 18th Division, the brigade also included 7
Queen’s. Billie Nevill (pictured right in early 1915) applied for a Regular
Commission; he was gazetted into the East Yorkshire Regiment, however

he never served with them remaining with the 8th Bn The East Surrey
Regiment. The Regimental History account of 1 July notes that “Captain i
Nevill had provided each platoon of B Company with a football, which
was to be kicked across No Man'’s Land, subject to the proviso that proper
formation and distance was not to be lost thereby”.

The Battalion War Diary records the events of 1 July:

“From midnight on the enemy shelled our frontline and the assembly trenches
mostly with 10.5cm and 15 cm shells knocking in the trenches in several places ‘
and several small dugouts, causing a total of 13 casualties, 3 killed and 10 being ¥
wounded.

Enemy artillery was less active from about 5 a.m. until 6.30 a.m. when he started an intense but distributed
bombardment, a large amount of which fell round the Right Battalion Headquarters.

At 5.30 a.m. Companies reported that they were in position and that all the necessary stores etc. had been issued.

At 7.15 a.m. Adjutant left the Headquarters Dugout to observe the attack from our parapet.



At 7.27 am. “B” Company started to move out to
their wire, Captain Nevill strolling quietly ahead of
them, giving an occasional order to keep the
dressing square on the line of advance.  This
Company took four footballs out with them which
they were seen to dribble forward into the smoke of
our intense bombardment on the Hun Front line.
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The first part of “B” Companys advance was made
with very few casualties, but when the barrage lifted
to the second Hun trench, a very heavy rifle and
machine gun fire started from our front and left, the
latter apparently coming from the craters and high
ground immediately behind them.

At 7.50 a.m. the Adjutant reported that the Battalion GERMAN fals
was in the German trenches. Hand to hand fighting |5 T ot
went on for a long time in the German trenches and
news received that both Captain Flatau and Pearce
had been killed and later it was known that Captain
Nevill, Lieuts Soames, Musgrove, and 2/Lieuts Kelly
and Evans had also been killed.
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At 8.05 a.m. the Battalion Bombing Section was sent
forward and at 8.07 a.m. 2/Lieut P.G. Heath i/c two

Stokes Guns was sent out with orders to proceed as TR : — B0
far as he could with reasonable safety, and report to
the nearest East Surrey officer and find out how best Section of a map of the Somme battlefields (from the History of

The East Surrey Regiment volume 2) showing the 8th Battalion
formed up to attack at 7.27 a.m. on 1 July 1916

his guns could be used.

At 8.10 a.m. and again at 8.25 a.m. the Adjutant

veturning from our front line trenches reported heavy machine gun and rifle fire from the left and that apparently the
craters and high ground immediately behind them had not been successfully dealt with by the Battalions on the left.
Owing to the reports of heavy casualties the C.O. sent to O.C. 7th Buffs for reinforcements.

At 8.40 a.m. the Adjutant again reported heavy fire from the left causing us a large number of casualties. O.C. 7th
Queens was asked whether the craters had been taken, and the reply received at 8.47 a.m. was that he believed that the
craters had been taken, but as it turned out later this was not the case.

At 9 a.m. 2/Lieut Stimson, who had been wounded in the arm reported at Battalion Headquarters. He said that the
Germans were along the railway line and advancing along the Valley Trench and VALLEY SUPPORT TRENCH. At
9.08 a.m. a message was sent to O.C. 7th Buffs asking him to send 2 Platoons to proceed along the Valley and into
TRAIN ALLEY.

At 9.20 a.m. this message was acknowledged O.C. 7th Buffs sending one Platoon forward and keeping one Platoon in
reserve.

At 9.21 a.m. an intercepted message on the telephone told us that the Queens were held up in BACK TRENCH, and at
the same time, Private BILLSON one of the Battalion Orderlies, who had been sent forward to remind Companies to
wave their Artillery flags returned with the report that our men were now in the POMMIERE LINE, and a few minutes
afterwards information was received from the F.O.0O. that the Surreys were in TRAIN ALLEY.

At the same time an Orderly from 2/Lieut Wightman brought in a report that the Brigade on the right were getting up
reinforcements splendidly, and going ahead well.

A few minutes earlier 2 Huns ran into the Trench near our Battalion Headquarters crying for mercy.

At 9.44 a.m. Major Irwin handed over command at Report Centre to the Adjutant, and went forward to ascertain and if

possible bring back, news as to the actual position. At 9.49 a.m. a message was intercepted from the craters that the
enemy was still holding out in the craters and the high ground.

At 9.55 a.m. the Commanding Officer and Adjutant 7th Royal West Kents, and a numerous staff, reported at Battalion
Headquarters. The Adjutant sent 2/Lieut Wightman forward with 2 Signallers and a telephone line to proceed to
POMMIERE and try and get into touch with Major Irwin.

At 10.10 a.m. Lieut Thorley reported that the Brigade on the right were advancing well, but that nothing could be seen
on our front.

The Adjutant reported the position to the Brigade which was that we had taken POMMIERS, but had suffered extremely
heavy casualties in doing so and that the line was too weak to advance without reserves being put in. Thereupon at
10.23 a.m. a message from the Brigadier ordered 3 Companies 7th W. Kents to advance and push the line forward. Their
position in A.1. Subsector would be taken by the Suffolks. The 7th' W. Kents to detail 1 Company to consolidate the
POMMIER LINE.

At 10.30 a.m. a message was received from Lt. Griffin F.O.O. through Lieut Carver, Liaison officer, that the enemy were
leaving MILL TRENCH and MINE ALLEY and converging on the MILL and the ORCHARD, also that they were seen
to have machine guns with them. We ordered an immediate intense bombardment on these two points, and this was done
practically at once.

At 10.45 a.m. the Adjutant with the remainder of Headquarters left Battalion Report Centre to find the wire which had
been laid forward, and to establish a forward Report Centre. Some difficulty was experienced in finding the wire and
it was not until 10.45 a.m. (sic) that the forward end of the wire in the German third line Trench was found. The
Signallers here reported that Major Irwin was in the POMMIERE LINE, and that he would be returning to the telephone
shortly. From this point a splendid view of the whole slope of MONTAUBAN could be obtained and the dispositions of
our troops could be clearly seen. They have advanced from POMMIERE and lined the parados of BRESLAU ALLEY.

The position was reported by telephone to the Brigade, and also the urgent necessity for hurrying the West Kents and
pushing the attack home. At about noon the Ist of the West Kents appeared in BACK TRENCH. Major Irwin returned
10 the telephone at 12 noon and gave orders for 2/Lieut Wightman to see Capt Bowen who was still engaged on the left,
and tell him if possible to disengage and go forward with all men he could collect. The Adjutant was ordered to carry
the line on from BRESLAU ALLEY to MILL TRENCH and either consolidate there, or carry on .o MONTA UBAN as he
thought best, according to the situation.

The bombardment of the MILL and the ORCHARD continued most satisfactorily, and when i/:2 line went forward from
BRESLAU ALLEY and MILL TRENCH at 12.10 p.m. not a shot was fired from our immediate front, and it was decided
to carry on from MILL TRENCH to MINE ALLEY, and after a short halt there and finding that the Artillery evidently
having seen our men go forward had lifted, the whole of the East Surreys advanced to the Road West of MONTAUBAN,
which they reached at 1222 p.m. with their right resting on the two Westerly houses of MONTAUBAN, their left about
100 yards East of the Orchard. There was no sign of any troops on the left so Sgt. Willis was sent with a dozen men (o
the WINDMILL to watch the left flank, and as other men came up from time to time reinforcements were sent 1o him
until the line stretched from the Windmill across the road and along the road from the small copse to MONTAUBAN
ALLEY.

When Sgt. Willis first got to the MILL he took prisoner | Officer and 2 men.

At 12.35 p.m. Major Irwin arrived with Headquarters and took command of all troops of the 55th Brigade West of
MONTAUBAN. A number of Buffs and West Kents had arrived by this time and were ordered to hold on in
MONTAUBAN ALLEY with the E. Surreys in close support. When Lieut Heaton, 7th Queens arrived he was ordered to
extend the line to the left so that the whole Brigade objective was reached by 1.30 p.m. Captain Gimson had arrived
close behind Major Irwin, and later L/C. Brame turned up with a bottle of champagne to be drunk in MONTAUBAN
“ON DER TAG ". This bottle was sent round from Officer to Olfficer, those who shared in it being Major Irwin, Captain
Gimson, Captain Bowen, 2/Lieut Derrick, 2/Lieut Janion, Lieut Thorley, 2/Lieut Wightman, 2/Lieut Alcock and Captain
Clare, in fact all the East Surrey Officers engaged in the attack who had not been killed or wounded.

Major Irwin having fully reported the position to the Brigade, and having satisfied himself as regards the dispositions
moved Headquarters and B and C Companies down MINE ALLEY. putting Headquarters in MILL TRENCH and B &
C Companies in MINE ALLEY, either side of MILL TRENCH where they would be able to resist any counter attack from
the left, where our flank was still in the air:

Headquarters Officers and 2/Lieut Janion put their kit on the firestep in MILL TRENCH, and had only just finished tea
when the first of a large number of 5.9 shells landed almost in MILL TRENCH. A rapid decision was arrived at, and
Headquarters were moved further away to the right. One of the next few shells landed plumb on the firestep on which
all the officers had been sitting.



The shelling was also on MINE ALLEY. At the junction of MINE ALLEY and MILL TRENCH where the Brigade had
ordered a strongpoint to be made we suffered several regrettable casualties, both Sgt. Simons and Sgt. Abrey being
killed, and a number of men wounded. It was hard to know where to put the men for safety, but as the top of MINE
ALLEY seemed to be suffering somewhat less all men were moved forward.

At 9 p.m. a party of Suffolks reported with 25 canvas buckets of water, which were most welcome.

Major Irwin left for a conference of Commanding Officers with the Brigadier at No. 2 strong point where POMMIERE
LINE joins MINE ALLEY and returned later with the news that the Battalion would be relieved at daylight, but must
remain till then in a position forming a defensive flank on the left.

At midnight 2/Lieut Derrick was carried down from the front line a large piece of shrapnel having torn through his right
Sfoot. There was great difficulty in attending to this and all other casualties in the crowded communication trench and
Captain Gimson got no rest that night.”

The Battalion remained in Montauban, with 7 Queen’s to its left, until it was relieved at dawn on 2 July and after a
somewhat hazardous journey down Mine Alley, reached the comparative safety of the Pommiers Line. The Regimental
History records that the casualties included 7 officers and 140 other ranks killed, 7 officers (1 mortally) and 272 other
ranks wounded and 20 missing. The battalion’s determined execution of its allotted task was recognised by the award
of two D.S.O.s, two M.C.s, two D.C.M.s, one bar to M.M., and 8 M.M.s.

National public awareness of the East Surreys’ footballing attack was raised by a poem “The Game” which was
published by the Daily Mail on 12th July 1916.

THE GAME.

& company of the Fast Surrey Regiment is reportad to
ha e diibbled four foothalls, the gift of their captain who
fell in the Hght, for a mile and a quarter into the epemy
trenches.

On through the hail of slaughter
Where gallant comrades tall,
Where bleod is poured like waler,
They drive the trickling ball,

The fear of death before them
Is but an empty name;

True to the land that hore them
The BSurreys play the gome!

Ov without check or faller,
‘They press towards the goal;
Who falls on freedom’s altar
The Lord shall rest his soul.
But still they charge, the living,
Into that hell of flame; .
Ungrudging in their giving,
Our scldiers play the gumel

And now at iast jg ended
The task so well begun;
Though savagely deteuded
The Tines of deuth are won.
In this, their hour of glory,
A deathless pluce Uiey claim
In thigland’s splendid story,
Tho men who played the game!
TOUCHSTONE.

Subsequently an illustration of the event “The Surreys Play the Game” by R Caton Woodville appeared in The
Illustrated London News on 27th July 1916. A version of it also appeared in The War Illustrated on 19th August 1916.

The picture (below), although reputedly based upon information supplied by an officer present at the action, was in fact
incorrectly captioned as showing the East Surreys charging towards the German Trenches at Contalmaison rather than
Montauban.
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Some other details of the event are shrouded in the fog of war and mists of time. Although some accounts (including
the War Diary) say there were four footballs with B Company, the Nevill family maintained that there were two. It was
widely reported that B Company dribbled the footballs for a mile and a quarter into the enemy trenches; in fact the
distance across No Man’s Land to the first German trenches was in the region of 400 yards.

The short history of The East Surrey Regiment by Michael Langley (one of the Famous Regiments series) says that one
football was kicked off by Nevill and the other by Pte AA Fursey of 6 Platoon. Correspondence in the Regimental
Archive offers alternative names. A letter from 2nd Lieutenant C W Alcock to one of Nevill's sisters says that Nevill
and Lieutenant Soames kicked off the company footballs. In another letter Captain C Thorne (having become OC B
Company), writing to Mrs Richardson about the death of her son on 1 July, says that “Captain Nevill (who was killed)
himself kicked off one of the footballs which the Company

dribbled across, and you will be proud to hear it was ¥

actually your son who kicked off the other one on that gﬂ,f"’:»“

1 . o ] M
historic day, the memory of which will live for ever in the > N
records of the Regiment, and indeed of the British Nation.” { — :
. . . ." el v "'.
Two footballs were retrieved from the German wire. It is e
uncertain whether the inscriptions ‘The Great European A
Cup — The Final — East Surreys v. Bavarians. Kick off at w

Zero’ and ‘NO REFEREE’ were inscribed beforehand or
after the event when the press coverage started.

The first ball was returned to the East Surrey Regimental
Depot on 21st July 1916 where its arrival was marked by a
well reported parade. Private Draper, who had been
wounded on 1 July, was present and invited to inflate the
ball. The Regimental Archive also includes newspaper
photographs and accounts of it being subsequently
displayed at a number of fund raising events.

- i SR L

Press photograph of Private Draper with the football
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One ball is now on display at the Regimental Museum at Clandon Park, and the other at the PWRR and Queen’s
Museum, Dover Castle.

The football now at the Regimental Museum, Clandon Park The grave of Captain W P Nevill

Captain Nevill is buried at Carnoy but the story of B Company’s football charge has lived on outside the Regiment. In
1986 ex Sgt Leonard Baldwin M.M. 8th Bn The East Surreys, a veteran of the Somme, was interviewed by Sir Harry
Secombe for the TV programme ‘Highway’ which was broadcast on Remembrance Sunday that year. The Imperial War
Museum has a large collection of “Nevill” papers, primarily letters written by Billie Nevill and by his elder sister Amy
who nursed with the Voluntary Aid Detachment. The letters were the basis for the 1991 book “BILLIE The Nevill
Letters: 1914-1916” by Ruth Elwin Harris.

The Regimental Archive includes a copy of a purported telegram from the President of the Argentine Football
Association congratulating the 8th East Surrey Regiment on “.... the happy result of its football match at Montauban™.

The story remained in the German memory as well; the Regimental Archive holds a copy of the picture of the football
charge with a caption in German which was removed from a magazine in the waiting room of the German Dental Centre
at Reichenberger by Pte T Wheatley of the East Surrey Regiment whilst a prisoner of war in April 1945.

oQo

7th (Service) Battalion The Queen’s

7th Queen’s fought alongside 8th Surreys as part of 55
Brigade on 1 July.

The museum at Clandon also contains a picture (right) of
the Battalion on that date; it shows Lieutenant Heaton in
action. The Battalion was held up by accurate machine
gun fire and sustained heavy casualties. Lieutenant
Heaton organised a bombing party and led it up a
communication trench with such dash that the enemy line
was cleared and 163 prisoners taken. Lieutenant (later
Captain) Heaton was wounded but remained at duty and
was later awarded the DSO for outstanding gallantry in
this action.

The Regimental History records that 7th Queen’s losses
on | July were 7 officers and 174 other ranks killed, 9
officers and 284 other ranks wounded, and 58 missing.

A

Burial of the Remains of a Queen’s Royal Regiment
Soldier
(by Colonel John Francis)

I was very privileged to represent The Regimental
Association at this most moving event. The remains,
consisting of a skull, ribs, vertebrae and a femur, were
found by an archaeological team working in the area of
the airfield at Meaulte, a few km south of Albert. With the
remains were QUEEN’S shoulder flashes and a small
disc with ‘A COY DINNER’ inscribed, spoon, gas mask,
water bottle, buttons, trenching tool and bullets.

The Burial Ceremony was most dignified and quietly
impressive, conducted by the Reverend Canon Ray Jones
of the Diocese in Europe and Vicar of St George’s
Memorial Church Ypres.

There were about twenty people present, including,
Brigadier Tim Gregson British Defence Attaché Paris
(late LI), the Chairman of the Somme Branch Royal
British Legion plus their Standard and Bearer, two from
the War Graves Commission, one of whom was the
Assistant Regional Director, the Reverend John Porter
(ex King’s School Canterbury) Anglican Chaplaincy in
the Pas-de-Calais, two of the archaeologists who found
the remains, my wife Penny and myself, as well as
several others.

R ‘(5

Colonel Francis lays the Regimental wreath

The Service consisted of an Opening Prayer followed by
the ceremony proper in which there were responses from
us present, a reading from the Gospel of St John, Chapter
14, read by Brigadier Gregson; | then read the
Regimental Collect, we then each laid our Poppy Wreaths
(mine was a Queen’s Royal Regiment Wreath on behalf
of the President and the Association), followed by the
Exhortation read by the Assistant Regional Director. The
whole way the service was conducted would have been a
great comfort to our unknown soldier and his relatives
should they ever be established. However much the War
Graves Commission costs, it is worth every single penny.

Unfortunately the weather was not kind; it was bitterly
cold with a fine drizzle; typical Somme autumn weather.

The remains were buried at Plot 1 A 15 of Grove Town
Cemetery, located in the middle of farmland, made even
more difficult to find because of road closures: even the
War Graves party got lost and delayed the start!

oQo

The East Surrey Regiment Reunion 2006

The 31st Annual Reunion of the East Surrey Regiment
(All ranks — all battalions) will take place at the New
Drill Hall, St John’s Hill, Clapham Junction on Saturday
7th October 2006 from 1300 to 1800 hours (wives and
guests are always welcome). Tickets (£5 each which
include buffet and must be shown at the door for entry)
can be obtained from: J Broom, 11 Sayerland Road,
Polegate, East Sussex BN26 6NU. Cheques should be
made payable to “East Surrey Regiment Reunion
Association” and accompanied by a stamped self
addressed envelope.

o000
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Museum Open Day 26th March 2006 ' : Regimental Association Reunion, Union Jack Club, November 2005

Left: Marching on.

Right: The reunion commemmorated the 60th
Anniversary of the end of the Second World
War. Amongst the veterans attending was
John Wyatt, pictured with the Association S5
President. John was held as a prisoner of B
war by the Japanese.

Left: A display from Regimental Archive
- photos of the Second World War:

Right: So I said to Winston “I think it would
Left: lan Chatfield attempis to keep the look better if you did it like this”.

ladies under control.

Left: Comparing memories.
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