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Forecast of Events

2007
Ist August MINDEN DAY.

8th September 6th(Bermondsey), 2/6th and 2/7th Queen’s Royal Regiment OCAs Combined Reunion.
9th September SALERNO DAY.
20th September The Queen’s Royal Surrey Regiment Charity Trustees Meeting.
27th September The Queen’s Royal Surrey Regiment Museum Trustees Meeting - Clandon (change of date).
1st October The Queen's Royal Surrey Regiment Officers’ Club Ladies’ Luncheon - Clandon.
6th October The East Surrey OCA Reunion - Clapham.
10th October Golf Society Autumn Meeting - Woking.

2nd November The Queen’s Royal Surrey Regiment Association Annual Reunion - Union Jack Club.

20th December BRITISH BATTALION DAY (1941).
2008
10th February SOBRAON DAY (1846).
17th March The Queen’s Royal Surrey Regiment Association, Charity Trustees and
Officers’ Club Meetings - Clandon.
23rd April YPRES DAY (1915).
16th May ALBUHERA DAY (1811).
Ist June THE GLORIOUS FIRST OF JUNE (1794).
Covers:

In June 1948 the Malayan Communist Party commenced a guerilla war to end British rule in Malaya (since incorporated
in Malaysia), and the Colonial government declared a ‘State of Emergency’. Operating from the jungle and supported
by some members of the Chinese community living mainly in squatter camps, the Communist terrorists, or ‘CTs’ as
they were known, carried out ambushes and assassinations, attacked Police Stations, road & rail communications, tin
mines, and plantations usually termed ‘estates’. British and Commonwealth Armed Forces together with the Malayan
Police responded with ever increasing effectiveness and, in a campaign lasting twelve years, progressively defeated the
terrorists. In 1960 the ‘Emergency’ ended.

The Ist Battalion The Queen’s Royal Regiment played its part in this campaign. The Battalion arrived at Singapore in
February 1954 and after intensive jungle warfare training deployed on operations. The last man from the battalion left
the jungle in February 1957 after the Battalion had been operational for approaching three years. The photographs on
the covers, a number of which were provided by Roy Harding, give a flavour of operations in the jungle. An account of
the Battalion’s three years in Malaya appears elsewhere in the Newsletter.

President’s Notes

Whilst I was on holiday, I read “Days from a Different
World” by John Simpson (BBC Foreign Editor) in which
he describes how his Uncle Harold was both mentally
and physically scarred by his experiences during the
First World War. Harold enlisted into The East Surrey
Regiment in 1914. When he was commissioned his
parents demonstrated their pride by giving him a beautiful
silver Longines wristwatch. At the Battle of Somme in
1916 he led his platoon through the wire and through the
German first line and onto the second line. At this time
the Battalion had had 120 killed including all the captains.
Harold was the only officer alive in his company. The
Commanding Officer promoted him to captain in the
field and Harold led the remaining men of his Company
onto and captured the Third line of German trenches. The
Company was now down to 20 men. Unfortunately, he
had got ahead of the Artillery fire plan resulting in most
being killed. Harold had a gaping wound to the head and
was sent back to England.

In 1917 he insisted on going back to France and was
posted to The Queen’s Royal Regiment. He was morose
and silent and made no friends. At the Third Battle of
Ypres he again led his Company bravely until he was hit
in the head by shrapnel and was unconscious for several
days. He was now very disfigured and suffering from
what we now term Post Traumatic Distress. A mental and
physical wreck, he subsequently made no contact other
than to scrounge money for drink. He never spoke about
his experiences. He never had help or support and turned
to alcohol to relieve the pain. Thirty years after the end
of the War he died on a bench at Waterloo Station - his
home. His sole processions were: a pipe, a little tobacco
and two pence and ha’penny and his Longines watch.

This tale well illustrates what our Association is all
about and the need for all of us to be on the lookout
to help former comrades who are going through a bad
patch. You find your real friends when the going gets
tough. It is therefore very encouraging that last year
25 individuals re-established contact and joined the
Association which currently has over 1,400 members.
This is a remarkable number for a Regiment that became
The Queen’s Regiment over 40 years ago, and that after
the amalgamation of The Queen’s Royal Regiment and
The East Surrey Regiment coming up to 50 years ago.
Do continue to make contact with your old comrades
and encourage them, if they have not already done so,
to join the Association.

Lastly, I do urge you to look at our excellent website
on which accounts of the last operational tours of the
East Surrey’s in Cyprus and Benghazi in 1958 and The
Queen’s Royal Regiment 50 years ago in Malaya have
just been added. Who knows, you may find your name or
even worse a photograph.

Best wishes

Tony Ward

The Princess of Wales’s Royal
Regiment
(by Major A J Martin)

On the Ist February 2007 Brigadier E
R Holmes CBE, TD, JP handed over
as Colonel of the Regiment to Major
General P R Newton CBE. Brigadier
Holmes’ tour of duty had lasted eight and a quarter years.
We were greatly privileged to have such a man as Colonel
of the Regiment.

Major General Newton is a Regular Serving Officer. He
commenced his career in the Royal Hampshires and is
the first Major General in the PWRR. Having just taken
over, he has been posted to Iraq for six months so pressure
will now fall on the Deputy Colonels to assist RHQ in the
administering of the Regiment.

The period of these notes covers a time when both Regular
Battalions were back in home base.

The 1st Battalion

The 1st Battalion returned from Iraq in November 2006
and are back in Paderborn (Germany). The list of awards
for Iraq was announced in December 2006. The Battalion
were awarded the following: -

Conspicuous Gallantry Cross
- C/SgtJ R Harkness

Military Cross

- Major M A P Nooney

- Cpl S P Iszard

- Pte R J Copping

- Pte M S C Norris (RAMC att I1st Bn)

George Medal
- Cpl M P Caines

Mention in Despatches

- Lt KJ Lyons

- Sgt A P J Pepper
- L/Cpl P Bains

- L/Cpl S Wells

A good batch of awards.

The battalion is now organising itself into a well-deserved
period (one year 2007?) of settled life. This includes
sending soldiers skiing on Ex Snow Warrior (used to
be called Snow Queen!), entering teams in all sporting
events and trips. The overriding training aspect is the
BOWMAN.isation of the Battalion. This is training and
preparing for the final transfer from Clansman radios to
the Bowman system, which involves converting all the
vehicles.

The 2nd Battalion

The 2nd Battalion is still based in Ballykelly (Northern
Ireland) with the draw down of Op Banner (i.e. official
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peace on Ist August 2007). The Battalion, along with
two other infantry Battalions, will be the only land-based
troops in Northern Ireland. The past 12 months have seen
the Battalion involved in the closure of several landmarks,
including the closure of Lisanelly Barracks in Omagh and
the closure and dismantling of Golf and Romeo towers
on the South Armagh border. Crossmaglen, Bessbrooke
Mill and V7 Masonic (Londonderry) will also close in
the near future.

Amongst the occasional operation or duty standby, the
Battalion has had the opportunity to conduct a whole host
of varied activities including field firing exercises, cadres,
adventure training, sports and traditional Regimental
associated activities.

The Battalion will Arms Plot in March 2008 to Dhekalia
in Cyprus. In between now and then preparation must be
made to hand back Ballykelly and train for the Light Role
to be prepared to take on any task in Cyprus.
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Drums Platoon 2 PWRR at the Lord Mayor’s Show

The 3rd Battalion

The 3rd Battalion attended a very good annual camp at
Okehampton where all military skills were finely tuned
and, also, adventure training over Dartmoor tested map
reading skills. Cadres are held at weekends and drill
nights, with emphasis on support weapons (Javelin and
Mortars). The issue of Javelin is good for the TA as some
Regular Battalions haven’t even been issued with this
new good weapon. An excellent weekend was spent at
Sandhurst to commemorate Sobraon Day — this included
the Band. Members of the Battalion are deployed, some
currently serving with 2 R. Anglian in Afghanistan. It
is of interest to note that about 60% of the Battalion has
seen active service over the past few years. The Battalion
is in fine form.

B Company of the London Regiment

B Company has been busy. Annual camp was spent in
France where the unique experience of travelling abroad
linked with adventure training sharpened everyone’s
senses and military training. At present the company
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have 15 All Ranks serving in Afghanistan with 12 Mech
Bde. Annual Camp in 2007 will be in Scotland.

The Regiment is in fine form. Recruiting and Retention
is a problem with the Regular Battalions, but is now being
worked on by an energetic recruiting team.

oQo

PAY ATTENTION

CAN
YOU
HELP?

All responses via Association
Secretary

Bob Edwards is seeking any
information about his uncle
} William  Arthur  Doncaster
- who served with The Queen’s
Royal Regiment. Having
initially served from 1930 to
1937, he was transferred to
the reserve as a corporal. He
, . was recalled to the colours in
b & B August 1939 and it is about his
S WW T service prior to demob
in 1946 that information is sought. Having joined the
2nd Bn in Palestine, moving to Egypt he was taken on
strength of No. 102 Military Mission in February 1941,
In March 1941 he was posted to 2nd Bn Libyan Arab
Force, and confirmed in the rank of WOII in July 1942.
In August 1943 he was posted to the Ethiopian Rubber
Development Unit where he appeared to have stayed
until embarking in September 1944 for the UK Operation
Python, arriving TOS 13 Hldg Bn checking in at Infantry
Records Ashford in January 1945 before posting to HQ
1 Corps. Any information about his WW II service, or
on what a CSM of the Queen’s would be doing for over
a year with the Ethiopian Rubber Development Unit,
would be welcome.
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Becky Makaruk would like to hear from anyone who
remembers her grandfather Private Henry Thomas
Dalton. He served with The Queen’s Royal Regiment
during the Second World War and is buried in Tauukyan
War Cemetery.

o0o

Brian Rogers is trying to trace a relative John Charles
(Stephen) Leadbetter who is believed to have been based
at Canterbury in 1961.

Benevolence

During 2006 89 cases were investigated and 68 individual
grants-in-aid were approved (of these 11 cases were to
former embodied Territorial members). In the majority
of cases the grants were for household expenses, debts
and rent arrears. The Association helped to provide 15
further electrically powered vehicles, 13 orthopaedic
chairs/beds and contributed to four convalescent holidays.
The Charity paid out £28,509 as individual grants-in-aid
through RHQ PWRR and a further £475 was spent to
purchase vouchers as Christmas gifts for annuity holders.
The Army Benevolent Fund (ABF) provided a further
£2,400 in General Grants. Of the 21 cases not receiving
a grant, local Councils/Charities or other Regimental
Charities assisted nine after we had contacted them. Eight
cases were not receiving such allowances as attendance,
mobility, pensions credit or rent rebate.

Fifteen ABF Annuities were administered; the ABF
generously contributed £60 per month per case. During
this period we have renewed or arranged for three Nursing
Home Fees grants, each of £1,300 from the ABF and £500
from the Regimental Charity per year, to be paid for our
old soldiers or their widows to be looked after. We had
two residents on a short respite stay in Gifford House.
The ABF total grants in support, including Nursing Home
Fees and annuities, were £19,130.

We are extremely grateful to other organisations such
as the ABF, SSAFA Forces Help and the Royal British
Legion for all their assistance with our benevolent work.
Regretiably on occasion our and their work has been
complicated by retrospective applications for financial
assistance towards the purchase of items that might have
been available at little or no charge through the NHS or
other sources. In other cases individuals have purchased
items such as powered wheelchairs from commercial
sources without first seeking advice; subsequently the
item has proved to be unsuitable and we or another
organisation are then approached for assistance.

We and they are here to help, but can only do so if asked.
The service is free and, whilst we cannot guarantee that
you will be given financial assistance, at least you should
receive informed advice that could save you money and
help ensure you have whatever is most appropriate for
your needs.

Finally, a special word of thanks to Major John
Rogerson at RHQ PWRR for his continuing hard work
in administering our Regimental Charity’s individual
benevolent support. John will be retiring later this year
and will be sorely missed. His responsibilities, including
benevolence, will be reallocated within RHQ PWRR.

The following extracts from a few of the letters received
over recent months give a sense of how much that
benevolence assistance is appreciated.
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Mrs A writes: Thank you for your generous donation
towards a rising chair for my husband. It is a great help
as his mobility is so bad now.

o0o
Mrs B writes: Mrs C kindly copied your letter to her
when you sent her cheques totalling £2150 to cover the
fees for my mother until January 2008. I cannot tell
you how grateful we are to you for your efforts on our
behalf in contacting the Army Benevolent Fund, Queen’s
Royal Surreys and Queen’s Own Buffs. I shall most
certainly write to the Grants secretary of the ABE. Our
lack of resources to pay these fees in future has been of
great concern to us as a family..... Thank you for your
kindness. You have our eternal thanks.

oQdo

A SSAFA Forces Help Officer writes: I am writing on
behalf of Mr D to thank the Benevolence Committee of
the Queen’s Royal Surrey Regiment Charity for the very
generous grant towards the costs of the urgent repairs
needed on Mr D’s property. I will be passing on the copy
of the Association Newsletter to Mr D. but in the mean
time I am finding it very interesting. I have informed Mr
D about the grant and SSAFA Forces Help will ensure
that it will be used for the purposes approved by the
Committee.

o0o

A SSAFA Forces Help Officer writes: Thank you for
your generous donation towards the cost of Mr E’s level
access shower. [ thank you on behalf of myself and the
ex-Service community for taking the time to consider the
needs of this client.

oQo

A SSAFA Forces Help Officer writes: Thank you
very much for your letter enclosing a cheque towards
replacement windows for Mr F. Your Committee’s
generosity is much appreciated.

oQdo

A SSAFA Forces Help Officer writes: Thank you so

much for your generous support to G. She really is so
grateful for your assistance and was so pleased when I
telephoned her with the news this morning.

o0o

HM Armed Forces Veterans Badge

Currently a Veterans Badge can be issued to:

- Men and women who served in HM
Armed Forces up to and including 31 December 1984.

- The following groups who served during
World War II are also eligible: Polish Forces under UK
Command. Cyprus Regiment and Home Guard.

The Veterans Badge can only be issued posthumously
to either War Widows or Widowers receiving a War
Widows or Widowers pension from Service Personnel
and Veterans agency. The deceased must have served
before 31 December 1984.



A copy of the application form is enclosed with the
Newsletter; completed forms must be returned to the
Service Personnel and Veterans Agency and NOT
submitted via the Regimental Association.

o0do

Aden Revisited
(by Major Paul Gray)

The First Battalion The Queen’s Royal Surrey Regiment
was stationed in Aden from November 1960, when B
Company under Major Geoffrey Mason took over from |
RHF at Mukeiras, until February 1962 when we sailed on
the Oxfordshire to Hong Kong.

On 3rd April 2007, while on a cruise, we called in to
Aden and I was able to have a brief look around. By an
extraordinary coincidence on the same cruise was Dr
Malcolm Davies, who had been RMO of the Battalion
in Aden and had sailed with us to Hong Kong. Malcolm
remembered Lt Col Lowry, Oscar Palmer and Keith and
Elvie Bumett. Sadly we did not recognise each other.
Also on the cruise were some 26 people, including wives,
who had been in Aden in the 1950s and 1960s, including
several BP staff and widows. We tried to organise an
extended tour of Aden and Little Aden to cover our old
stamping grounds, but owing to the incompetence of the
agent and the unwillingness of his staff to cooperate we
were not able to see as much as we wanted to.

Shamsan 1is still there. Some readers may well recall
climbing Shamsan. Our Padre, Nick Dixon took a party
of us by night so we could see sunrise from the top. Peter
Roupell made all of us in his Company climb Shamsan
on Boxing Day 1961.

But I digress. What we did see on 3rd April was rather
depressing. RAF Steamer Point is in ruins. Old barrack
blocks have been vandalised and are derelict. Waterloo
and Singapore Lines, where the Battalion was stationed,
have been pulled down; Malcolm and I walked to the
foreshore and looked along to where the barracks had
been.

Paul Gray (left) and Malcolm Davies on the foreshore. Waterloo
Lines was beyond the fence towards the large building in the
centre distance

Even the three radio masts outside the Officers Mess have
gone. (I believe Stephen Petzing and two other officers
climbed one mast after dinner). Apparently you can see
the location on Google Earth, and the foundations of the
masts are still visible.

We visited the area of the Tarshine Club. One beach
(WOs and Sgts ??) is now for The Sheraton Hotel. The
other (where was, I think, the Officers’ Club) is now a
public beach.

RAF Khormaksa is now Aden International Airport, but
an old barrack block lies derelict outside the modem
car park. It would appear that the authorities have done
nothing to make use of accommodation left behind when
we pulled out.

Ma’alla Straight is still there and recognisable, but now
sprouting satellite TV aerials.

The Prince of Wales Pier (the old passenger terminal)
still stands but is no longer used as such because cruise
ships can now tie up alongside in the new harbour about
half a mile beyond Steamer Point. The Admiral’s House
(completed amid much controversy over costs while we
were there) still stands.

I seldom visited Crater while we were in Aden, and
recognised nothing on my visit.

There has been enormous development. The island fort
is now connected to Crater by a causeway; and a dual
carriageway connects Crater round the headland to the
foreshore, eventually leading to our barracks. Did any
reader ever visit the Tanks in the hills (NW) of Crater?
These had been built in the | 1th century(?) to catch and
hold water for the town, and were only discovered in
1854.

It was interesting going back. It had been 45 years since
I left and hardly surprisingly, so much has changed even
if I could remember what it had been like. [ was surprised
that the authorities had not made use of the Services
accommodation left behind. However Queen Victoria
still sits on her throne in a central ill-kept garden near
Ma’alla Straight.
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East Surrey Regimental Reunion

The 2007 Annual Reunion of the East Surrey Regiment
(all ranks, all battalions) will be held at the Drill Hall. St
John’s Hill (opposite Clapham Junction Railway Station)
on Saturday 6th October 2007 from 1300 to 1800 hours.
Admission and buffet £5: wives and guests are always
welcome.

Tickets from J Broom, || Sayerland Road. Polegate, East
Sussex BN26 6NU.

o0o

The Battle for Cherisy
(by Ian Chatfield)

(The following describes the part played by the 8th Service (Football) Bn. The East Surrey Regiment in the Third battle of
the Scarp May 1917. As on the 1st July 1916 at Montauban on the Somme the Battalion achieved all the objectives asked
of them although suffering horrendous losses.)
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Sketch map showing the action on May 3rd 1917

In the evening of May Ist the Battalion left Telegraph Hill Trench and relieved the 7th Bn. “Queen’s” in the front line, half
a mile west of Cherisy. One man was killed and four were wounded during the relief. On May 2nd orders were received
for the coming battle, and Cherisy amongst other places was shelled by our heavy guns. Preparations for the attack were
made during the day, and at 10 p.m. Battalion Headquarters moved forward from the Quarries known as “The Rookery”
to the Gun Pits near the front line. One man was killed and one wounded during the day.

The attack on the 3rd May, 1917 was launched on a front of over sixteen miles extending from Fresnoy, north-east of
Arras, to Bullecourt in the south-east. Cherisy was somewhat south of the centre of the battle. The village lies on the
western slope of the valley of the Sensee River, which at this point is only two or three yards wide, and runs roughly
north-east. The slopes on either side rise to about 100 feet above the river. Before the action the British front line, which
was roughly parallel to and 1200 yards west of the river, was just below the western crest of the intervening ridge, and
the German front line (Cable Trench) lay a short distance below the eastern crest of the same ridge, so that one line of
trenches could not be seen from the other. The width of No Man’s Land was about 300 yards. The ground had been but
little cut up by shell fire and afforded only slight cover, as the siopes were very gradual. The weather had been dry for
some days and the going was good.

In the attack the 18th Division had the 14th Division on its left and the 21st Division on its right. The attack of the 18th
Division was carried out with the 54th Brigade on the right and the 55th Brigade on the left. The 54th Brigade was held
up at the German front line, and did not break through, with the exception of a small party of the 7th Bn. Bedfordshire
Regt., which reached Fontaine Wood. The 55th Brigade attacked with the 7th Bn. “The Buffs” on the right and the 8th
Bn. East Surreys on the left, each having two companies in front line, one in support and one in reserve. The 7th Bn.
Royal West Kent Regt. was in support, with one company (under Captain Latter) detailed to act as “moppers up” for the
northern half of Cherisy, for which portion only of the village the 55th Brigade was responsible. The 7th Bn. “Queen’s”
was in reserve.



The 8th Bn. East Surrey Regiment attacked with A and B Companies, under Captain Rhodes and Captain Ackerley
respectively, in the front line; C Company, under Captain Lonergan, in support; and D Company, under 2nd Lieut.
Macmillan, in reserve. The night of the 2nd May was fine and clear, with a brilliant moon, and the task of forming up
for attack was carried out without a hitch. The assembly tape was laid out by Captain Rhodes and Captain Ackerley at
midnight and all companies were in position at 2 a.m. on May 3rd, by which time the moon was just setting. The men
were in boisterous spirits, and there was very little hostile shelling.

The attack was launched in intense darkness at 3.45 a.m. It was difficult to see the ground underfoot and impossible to
distinguish enemy from friend, so that units became a good deal mixed up, and small parties of the enemy lying in shell
holes were passed by unnoticed. The whole of the Battalion was clear of the British front line before the enemy barrage
came down, and, in spite of heavy rifle and machine-gun fire and the confusion caused by the darkness, pushed on and
captured the northern half of Cherisy without much difficulty. Of the garrison some were killed, a few taken prisoners,
while many escaped, or hid in dugouts or shell holes. 2nd Lieut. Macmillan had been ordered to halt D Company in the
German front line, but was unable to do so owing to the darkness and noise of the barrage.

Keeping close to the barrage, the 8th Bn. East Surreys, and the left company of “The Buffs”, under Captain Black,
continued their advance to the first objective on the lower slopes of the spur east of the Sensee River, which was reached
as it was becoming fairly light. There they reorganized and consolidated the position as much as was possible in the
limited time at their disposal. On the left of the 8th Bn. East Surreys the 8th Bn. Rifle Brigade had also reached the first
objective.

At 5.35 a.m. the Battalion Headquarters of the 8th Bn. East Surreys were established at St. Michael’s Statue, north of
Cherisy, and ten minutes later the barrage lifted and two waves went forward towards the final objective, the enemy again
retreating and suffering considerable losses. The situation report was carried to Brigade Headquarters in under an hour by
Pte. E. Good, one of the Battalion runners, who had to go through rifle and machine-gun fire and a heavy enemy barrage:
a fine service for which he was awarded the Military Medal.

The second advance took time, but by 8.45 a.m. the 8th Bn. East Surreys, together with a few “Buffs”, were in possession
of Olga Trench, the final objective, and were spread out at wide intervals along the whole Divisional front. As the left
flank was fairly well protected by two Vickers guns which had been sent forward for the purpose, Lieutenant Colonel
Irwin ordered Captain Latter’s company of the West Kent Regt., which had been placed at his disposal, to move up and
prolong the East Surrey line to the right, and endeavour to gain touch with other troops. This movement was skilfully and
gallantly carried out by Captain Latter, but no touch was gained on the right.

The position was now a most extraordinary one. With some of the 8th Bn. Rifle Brigade on the left, some “Buffs”, and
Captain Latter’s company of the 7th Bn. Royal West Kent Regt. on the right, the 8th Bn. East Surreys had penetrated to a
depth of about a mile and a quarter into the German position, carrying out its programme with punctuality and precision.
The left was only prolonged by a very weak line of the 14th Division, and the right was entirely in the air. The northern
half of Cherisy was quite clear of the enemy, who, however, had not been attacked at all in the southern half of that
village. Lieutenant Colonel Irwin sent frequent situation reports to Brigade Headquarters, and orders were given to the
7th Bn. Royal West Kent Regt. to send up their second and third companies to support the East Surreys. Unfortunately,
however, the Officer Commanding the West Kents had been severely wounded, which probably accounts for the fact that
the orders were not carried out. Thus for four hours the few troops who had reached the final objective were completely in
the air and a mile and a quarter in advance of the remainder of the attack. It was evident that they must either be supported
by other troops on the flanks or withdraw, as they were in danger of being cut off by the German infantry, which, skilfully
aided by their artillery, gradually reoccupied the whole village of Cherisy.

By 11 a.m., however, it was clear that no support was coming, and Lieutenant Colonel Irwin decided to withdraw
from the advanced position and take up a line along the northern and western outskirts of Cherisy. The Battalion had
successfully driven off several weak counter-attacks, but at the moment that the retirement was contemplated a fresh
attack was made on the front and left of the weak line. The enemy being in force on the right, and also in the village
in their rear, the companies began to retire slowly, the enemy following close upon them. On the right the losses were
heavy, and but few men escaped. None can have got through the village of Cherisy or past its south side; on the left the
few remaining officers endeavoured to rally the men on the new line west and north of Cherisy, but with only a partial
success. The morale of the men was not shaken, but owing to the noise of the artillery and rifle fire it was impossible to
make orders heard.

Eventually the whole of the 55th Brigade retired to its original position, in which it was established by noon, the Germans
making no attempt to advance beyond their original front line in Cable Trench. At 7.15 p.m. an attempt was made by
two other battalions to recapture Cable Trench, but after severe fighting and heavy loss the attack failed. The 8th Bn.
East Surreys remained in their trenches facing Cherisy during May 4th, and the enemy being comparatively inactive,

the companies were reorganized and the losses checked. In the action at Cherisy the losses of the 8th Bn. East Surrey
Regiment were very heavy, as were those of all units of the 55th Brigade. The Battalion, as will be seen from the above
narrative, was admirably handled by Lieutenant Colonel Irwin, whose initiative and skill were subsequently recognized
by the award of a clasp to his Distinguished Service Order, an honour rarely granted. The conduct of the officers and
men of the Battalion was also worthy of al praise. The men went into action with great cheerfulness and retained their
steadiness in the most trying conditions.

The casualties were as follows:—

Officers. Other Ranks. Total.
Killed: 4 29 33
Wounded: 4 171 175
Missing
(Captured): 5 156 161
Total 369

Many officers and men distinguished themselves at Cherisy by their gallantry and devotion, none more conspicuously
than Captain E. C. Gimson, the Battalion Medical Officer, who had won the Distinguished Service Order at Montauban
and had behaved gallantly on many occasions. Captain Gimson had served with the Battalion since it was raised, and was
very popular with officers and men alike. At Cherisy he was severely wounded. All the company commanders also were
very severely wounded; so much so that only one of them (Captain Rhodes) could be carried off the field.

It was notified during the morning of May 4th that the Battalion would be relieved that night.

REWARDS FOR GALLANTRY AT CHERISY

On the 10th June it was notified in Divisional Orders that decorations for gallantry in action at Cherisy had been awarded
to the following N.C.O.’s and men:-

Military Medal: Sergeants. A. Callingham and J. Cheney; Lance Corporals. G. A. Crick, W. H. M. Osborn and E. W.
Totem: Ptes. T. Garner, H. A. Barrett, J. J. L. Watson, E. W. Lambert, K. E. Miller, G. Curd, S. F. Dye, R. J. Knowles, H.
Mills, E. W. Good, J. Berry and J. Wells.

Bar to Military Medal : Sergeant. J. Stacey; Lance Corporal. A. Walker.
2nd Bar to Military Medal: Pte. J. J. E. Bagg.

It was also notified later that Sergeant. P. Conquest had been awarded the Medaille Militaire, and Lance Corporal. A.
Walker the French Croix de Guerre.

On June 19th the following extract from Divisional Orders was notified to the Battalion, the honours being awarded for
the operations at Cherisy:-

“The F.M. Commanding-in-Chief, under authority granted by His Majesty the King, has been pleased to award to the
under mentioned officers for gallantry and devotion to duty in action:

Bar to D.S.O. Lieut.-Colonel A. P. B. Irwin.

Bar to M.C. Lieut. E. G. Gaywood (attd. 55th T.M.B.). M.C. Captain C. R. Holms, Captain G. G. Morse, 2nd Lieut. E.
M. Dove.”

o00o

Lieutenant Colonel Alfred Percy Bulteen Irwin who died in April 1976 at the age of
88 was the only officer in The East Surrey Regiment ever to be awarded three DSOs.
Commissioned in 1909 he was posted to the 2nd Battalion. He was appointed to the 8th
Battalion in the early days of the war and served with it, almost unbroken, throughout
the campaign. In June 1916 he was appointed to the command of the Battalion and,
save for a short break while wounded and several spells as Brigade Commander, he
commanded the 8th Surreys until its disbandment commenced. As well as gaining the
DSO and two bars he was also mentioned-in-despatches four times. Like so many he did
not come through unscathed. Twice in France he was badly wounded and sent home for




hospital treatment and he was again wounded in North
Russia in 1919.

The museum at Clandon has in its collection the Medals
of Lt. Col. A. P. B. Irwin DSO, Capt. E. G. Gaywood MC,
L/Sgt W. H. M. Osborn DCM, MM, Pte. H. A. Barrett
MM, and Pte H. Mills MM.

Lt Col APB Irwin DSO

The East Surrey Regiment
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The Queen’s Royal Surrey Regiment Golf Society:
Autumn Meeting 2006

The Autumn Meeting was held on Wednesday 4th October
2006 at Woking Golf Club. The 17 members taking part
in the various competitions enjoyed playing on a course
which was in excellent condition on a bright sunny day.

The Captain, Col DJC Dickins, on behalf of the Society,
presented the past Royal Marines Cup (the final RMGS
v QRSRGS match was played in 2005) to the Secretary
Lt Col FB Herd, together with a bottle of champagne.

Foster Herd after the presentation

This was in recognition of his 15 years’ service as the
Society’s Secretary and Treasurer; the cup had been
suitably inscribed.

Prizes were presented at the close of play by the
President MJ Power. Col Toby Sewell was congratulated
in particular for his first time win of the Petri Plate.

Prize Winners:

Autumn Bowl
Col JGW Davidson Net 65

Glasgow Greys Cup
Col JW Sewell Net 75

Petri Plate
Col JW Sewell 158

(Aggregate Spring & Autumn Meetings 83:75)

Heale’s Memorial Trophy
CM Howard 36 pts

Veteran’s Halo
Col JGW Davidson 44 pts

Sweep
Winner HP Mason
2nd Lt Col JW Sherrard
3rd Maj P A Gray

John Davidson after yet another successful day on the golf
course

Autumn Meeting 2007 will be played on 10th October at
Woking Golf Club

o0o

The Stuka Attack
( by John Mouncey )

(The article is an account of life in N Africa and of a
stuka attack, written by a cook from 131st Queen’s
Infantry Brigade who had been sent up with rations and
hot food to the Brigade HQ command post. This attack
took place in the desert about two weeks before the battle
of El Alamein.)

On Monday, October 12th, 1942, I made a quick scribbled
entry in my diary. Here it is:

“Our command post had a nasty day today. We were dive-
bombed by Stukas just after midday, a big bomb falling
right amongst our slit trenches, which we had dug in the
soft sand. Sammy Cohen and Stan Bucknell were killed.
The pit with the rations was left intact; although I was
nearly buried when my slit trench caved in on me. Nearly
all the kit laying around was damaged, a jeep and truck
ruined.”

That’s how the entry reads, but there was more to it than
that.

To give more background, I should tell you I had just
returned from a week’s leave in an Alexandrian rest
camp. Alexandria was only about forty miles from the
Alamein Line, where the 131st Infantry Brigade was part
of the defence on the southern flank engaged in gaining a
tactical position before the Battle of Alamein.

I was one of the lucky ones to get a week’s leave in
Alexandria, because later on, as we advanced, the
distance became too far to travel back; so only a few of
us managed the break. It was a great week in a good rest
camp with lots of creature comforts, and right beside
that lovely blue Mediterranean. There was plenty to see
and do in Alexandria; but after the past few months of
desert sun and sand, not to mention the flies and dust, I
practically lived on the beach and in the sea.

Whilst T had been on leave the Brigade had been in
action and had had a rough time, taking some heavy
losses. My old Company B in the 1/6th Queen’s had once
again suffered badly, with casualties amongst some old
acquaintances.

As I had just had a week’s leave, and so missed all the
fireworks, when I eventually got back I was nominated a
couple of days later to take food up to a forward command
post. I was a cook with the 131st Queen’s Infantry
Brigade H.Q. I should tell you that Brigade was usually
split up into three echelons when moving up for attack,
or when held up by a strong German line of defence - B
echelon (base), well back behind the lines; A echelon, the
main H.Q., and Tac H.Q. (or command post) where one
assumed the Brigadier was in close contact with his three
battalions.

I was sent up to the command post on October 9th,
1942, with a hot meal for fifty men. mainly the Tac H.Q.
defence platoon; and as the area was under observation
by the Germans, we moved up in lorries under the
cover of darkness. The food was in six gallon insulated

containers - heated tins of meat and veg, and hot sweet
tea, it could get very cold in the desert at night. All I had
to do was serve it and send back the empty containers.
Subsequently, the food would be prepared at A echelon
and sent up after dark. There were some tinned rations and
enough equipment to make tea, which I did, then served
it to the men, who had previously been issued with hard
tack rations; probably soya sausages, bully and biscuits.

We were warned to dig a slit trench before first light. I dug
a shallow trench and unrolled my bed, which consisted
of two blankets rolled in a ground sheet (not everybody
had the luxury of two blankets) and I settled in the sand.
It was a fairly quiet night - a few distant shells and the
occasional chatter of machine guns and rifie fire from our
Infantry, who were just to our front, but nothing to really
WOITY US.

When it was light I could see Mount Himeimat in the
distance. The desert in this area consisted of numerous
small ridges with a low, flat area between us and Gerry.
We were warned to be careful of our movements as they
were quite near, less than a thousand yards away, and had
us under observation. I was concealed behind a small
ridge, where I set up a petrol burner (cooker) mainly for
tea making.

There was not much activity the next morning, only
one or two shells landing close by, and we watched two
Stuka attacks nearby; but we had a very shaky hour in
the afternoon when the Germans spotted some movement
and concentrated on shelling our little area. By this
time, however, we were well dug in, so there were no
casualties.

Although there was still plenty of sun during the day,
the weather had turned colder during the past couple
of weeks, and there had been some rare rain. The water
rations, which came up in gerry cans with the food, was
in short supply - one water bottle per man, perhaps twice
a day; but I had been given sufficient to make tea for all,
with a little to spare.

It poured with rain during that night and everyone was
soaked; but next morning the sun soon removed all trace
of the rain. The following day, Sunday, remained quiet,
until the evening when the cook’s wagon came up in half-
light. The Germans spotted it, and once again our area
came in for another short but nasty barrage, shells and
shrapnel making a mess of equipment and small trucks,
which we had thought well concealed. Miraculously,
there were no casualties; though a corporal, Bill Steele,
was knocked out by the blast of a shell, luckily, he did not
catch any shrapnel and soon recovered.

The morning of Monday, October 12th was relatively
quiet. Everyone was warned against any unnecessary
movement, so we lay doggo. Occasionally, when a jeep
or lorry created the slightest dust trail. the Germans
were quick to send over a few shells. It was a really hot
day; avoiding the sun and flies was a problem. In the
afternoon, | had very little to do, as the pre-cooked meal
would not be arriving before dark. So I decided to catch
up with some overdue correspondence. [ settled down in
my slit trench. Since I had been constantly jumping in
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and out of the soft sand trench and deepening it, it was
by now some three feet deep and wide. I sat at one end,
back to the sun, and started to write, when in jumped my
friend, Oliver, with a shower of sand - and a bit more of
the trench collapsed. He sat opposite.

We must have been there for ten minutes, daydreaming as
to where we would rather be. For a plunge into that cool,
blue Med we were prepared to give an extra month of
service in the land of sun, sand and flies. Then we heard
that drone, sounding ominously like German bombers.
I felt a nervous quickening of excitement. They were
coming in with the sun behind them, so we could not be
one hundred per cent sure what or whom they were. They
circled around for a few minutes, no doubt searching for
their target.

We were arguing as to whether they were “ours” or
“theirs”. But the next moment left no doubt. The Stukas
dipped their noses and came screaming down. There
was no mistaking a Stuka. Apart from its wing shape,
it was equipped with a siren that screamed as it dived
and was quite terrifying. I had seen a few dive-bombing
attacks in the desert and in France in 1940 - some had
been quite close. But this time they were coming for us.
We could not see the planes because of the sun behind
them, and this made the screech of their siren even more
intense. Every rifle, machine gun and Bofors within a
mile opened fire. The sky became a mass of blue-black
puffs of exploding ack-ack shells. It was hard to believe
there were that many guns in the area. Amidst the terrific
din of anti-aircraft fire we lay side by side in the trench
- judgement day passing by. As I lay there on my back,
three Stukas suddenly broke into sight, still diving, and
now very low.

As they came out of the sun, the antiaircraft fire built up
to a crescendo of rifles, machine guns, exploding shells
and bombs. Absolutely deafening. Now I could see them
release their bombs, which came screaming down straight
for us, many landing amongst our trenches. We were
fortunate they landed mainly in soft sand: but the blast
of the bombs caused the sand to heave - and our trench
caved in. We were almost buried in sand. Although the
Stukas were no doubt peppered with holes, they seemed
to emerge from their dive unscathed. Amazing! Then they
were gone. We emerged from the sand, our faces covered
in thick dust, looking like zombies, shaken and dazed,
relieved to be still in one piece. A minute later three or
four Hurricane fighters appeared and gave chase.

We began surveying the extensive damage to jeeps,
lorries and equipment, which we assumed had been well
camouflaged and out of sight, and checking that no one
had been hurt. But the area was in such a shambles - dust
and churned up sand - it was difficult to find the trenches.
Then someone realised that Sammy Cohen and Stan
Bucknell were missing, and so was their trench.

The awful thought struck us that they were buried some
feet under the sand. Everyone started to dig like mad in the
area where their trench had been. Then we found them,
about four feet down. The sand was pulled from their
mouths, but it was too late; for although only minutes
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had elapsed, they were dead. They had dug their trench
quite deep, then burrowed into the side at the bottom for
extra protection. They were probably squeezed in there
when a bomb landed a few feet away, and the whole lot
had collapsed on them.

At dusk the evening meal arrived, and I issued it to a
very quiet crowd of chaps, subdued by the loss of two
of our mates. The Germans must have spotted some
movement and lobbed over a few stray shells; so everyone
dispersed.

The next day began quietly. Later, I lay concealed on a
ridge, watching the Germans in the distance through the
Sergeant’s binoculars. They were on the receiving end
of our shelling this time. We could hear the guns of our
own artillery coming from the rear, the shells whistling
overhead; the German lorries zig-zagging wildly to avoid
being hit.

We were relieved, and moved back during the night
without any further incident, arriving at A echelon about
3a.m.; it was a pleasant, quiet spot, some miles from any
trouble, which gave us the chance to relax a little and
clean ourselves up.

In the distance I could still see Mount Himeimat.

With hindsight, I wonder at the sadistic mind of the
designer who conjured up the Stuka. Was his mind as
crooked as those crooked wings, which gave an impression
of a giant bird of prey - which it was? When it dived
and released its bomb load, it set off a screaming siren.
It had been designed before WW2, and first used against
defenceless civilians in the Spanish Civil war. But they
were relatively slow planes; so let’s hope the Hurricanes
caught up with them and gave them something to scream
about.

The Stuka, with its crooked wings,
A Vulture,
A giant bird of prey.
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Congratulations

Congratulations to Doug and Margaret Mitchell who
celebrated their Diamond wedding anniversary on 12th
April 2007.

oQ0o

1st Battalion The Queen’s Royal Regiment: Malaya 1954-57

The 1st Battalion The Queen’s Royal Regiment spent almost three years on operations in Malaya during the State of
Emergency. The Battalion disembarked from the troopship Georgic at Singapore on the 12th February 1954, and staged
in Selarang Barracks. After intensive jungle warfare training in South Johore, the Battalion moved to the Malacca area,
taking over from st Gordons.
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It was widely scattered, with Battalion HQ, Support and HQ Companies at Tampin, ‘A’ and ‘B’ Companies at Rompin
about 30 miles NE, ‘C’ Company at South Johol between Tampin and Rompin, and ‘D’ Company at Ayet Tekah about
50 miles away in the foothills of the 4,000ft Mount Ophir, a centre of terrorist activity. Soon ‘A’ Company moved on to
Bahau, another terrorist trouble-spot 10 miles NW of Rompin. The ‘Dog Platoon’, a new unit, with 14 Patrol and Tracker
dogs plus handlers, joined Support Company.

A Communist terrorist (CT) surrendered to ‘B’ Company the first day the Battalion became operational. On the 12th
April, the Battalion’s first successful operation was a night ambush by a patrol of ‘B* Company under 2/Lieutenants M
J Doyle and M C Greenleaf. When fire was stopped, a search party found one body and two packs: a first-light search
disclosed another body and a third blood-stained pack.

Meanwhile ‘D’ Company was engaged in numerous ambushes and patrols both on Mount Ophir and among tidal swamps.
Two CTs surrendered to 11 Platoon, and four days later 2/Lieutenant ] G W Davidson’s 10 Platoon ambushed two CTs
in the marshes, killing one; the other escaped wounded.

At the end of April, a tactical Battalion HQ with ‘D’ and ‘C’ Companies mounted an operation in the Mount Ophir area.
The target was a supposed Communist State Committee Meeting. Nothing was found. but tragically during this operation
Sgt Jones, Ptes Fisher and Braybrook, and a local tracker lost their lives.
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