NOVEMBER 2008

NUMBER 84

THE QUEEN’S ROYAL SURREY
REGIMENT ASSOCIATION

President Association correspondence to:
Colonel A. C. Ward OBE 42 Lincoln Drive
. . Pyrtord
Clhalrman Woking
Lieutenant Colonel F. B. Herd TD IP DL : Surrey GU22 8RR
Association Secretary and Editor Telephone/Fax: 01932 344150
Major A. W. Russell MBE E-mail:
secqueensroyalsurreys @hotmail.co.uk

Benevolence Secretary Regimental website:
Major J. C. Rogerson www.queensroyalsurreys.org.uk

NEWSLETTER




Forecast of Events

2009
10th Februaty SOBRAON DAY (1846).
16th March The Queen’s Royal Surrey Regiment Association, Charity Trustees and Officers’ Club
Meetings - Clandon.
23rd April YPRES DAY (1915).
23rd April The East Surrey Regiment Officers’ Reunion Lunch - The RAF Club.
7th May Golf Society Spring Meeting - Sudbrook Park.
16th May ALBUHERA DAY (1811).
18th May President’s Reception for the Mayors of Surrey - Clandon.
(date tbc) 5 Queen’s OMA Annual Dinner - Farnham. Details from: I Chatfield, 13 Wood Road.
Farncombe, Surrey GU7 3NN.
Ist June THE GLORIOUS FIRST OF JUNE (1794).
7th June The Queen’s Royal Surrey Regiment Association Annual Church Service - Guildford
Cathedral 1130 a.m.
Ist August MINDEN DAY.
9th September SALERNO DAY (1943)
12th September 6th(Bermondsey), 2/6th and 2/7th Queen’s Royal Regiment OCAs Combined Reunion.
3rd October (tbc) East Surrey Regiment OCA Reunion - Clapham Junction.
Sth October The Queen’s Royal Surrey Regiment Officers’ Club Ladies’ Luncheon - Clandon.
6th November The Queen’s Royal Surrey Regiment Association Annual Reunion - Union Jack Club.
20th December BRITISH BATTALION DAY (1941).
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President’s Notes

It is good to report how active our Association continues to be. On The Glorious First of June we had a good turn out for
our annual Cathedral Service at Guildford followed by nearly 200 enjoying a good gathering in the Refectory. (Note for
your diaries; Service 2009 will be on 7th June; lunch and liquid refreshments are provided by the Association at no cost
to those attending.)

I've also attended 1/6th Queen’s lunch at The Union Jack Club so well organised by Maurice Nason, and the East Surrey
Reunion at Clapham Drill Hall with about 100 attending. Thank you John and Jan Broom for all your hard work arranging
that. 5 Queen’s OMA continues to have fantastic turn outs; thanks to lan Chatfield for all the extra work organising. Our
Reunion at the Union Jack Club is always a sell out. Thanks also must go to someone who seems to be at all the Reunions
- Mick Etherington selling Regimental merchandise. Unfortunately, attendance at The Officers’ Club Ladies lunch was
very down this year as were the numbers at the Warrant Officers and Sergeants AGM. All of us who arrange or lead our
branches or clubs must, I suggest, start to think how we wind down.

As I have stressed before, the primary purpose of our Regimental Association is Benevolence. This year we expect to
hand out some £40,000 in grants to our veterans or their dependents. This is in addition to the £6,000 donated to the Army
Benevolent Fund. If you know someone needing help - do tell us or contact your local SSAFA. In spite of what you may
have heard or read about the current financial crisis our ability to give benevolence help will not be diminished.

I hope that you enjoy in this issue Tony Russell’s account of the 65th Anniversary of the taking of Scafati by 1/6th
Queen’s led by Lt Col (later Major General) Michael Forrester.

On behalf of all in the Association may [ thank: our Secretary Tony Russell, our Museum Manager lan Chatfield, and all
Branch Chairmen and secretaries for all they do supporting those who have served in our former Regiments.

Gill and I wish you all a very Happy Christmas and 2009.
Tony Ward
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The Princess of Wales’s Royal Regiment

The Regiment is in fine form and now back to active service deployment after a year of consolidation, arms
plot moving and training.

1st Battalion (Based in Germany - Paderborn)
a. Currently have a Warrior Company in Afghanistan until end of February 2009.

b. The Battalion has now received orders that they will deploy with 20 Armoured Brigade to Iraq in November
2008 for a 6 month tour until May 2009. They will replace 7 Armoured Brigade. The Battalion will receive support from
the 3rd Battalion. Their task will be “providing support and mentoring to the Iragi Army”. The operation will be called
Operation Telic 13.

2nd Battalion (Based in Cyprus)

a. Currently have Bn HQ plus | Rifle Company and B Company deployed to Afghanistan. All under separate
commands. These deployed as theatre reserves.

b. In August 2008 - A Coy were deployed. An amazing action took place where a platoon held off 400 Taliban for 9
days as they protected a communication system called Roshan Tower. The action has been equated to the Battle of Rorkes

Drift.

Roshan Tower

Keeping the Taliban at bay

Engaging the enemy

3rd Battalion

The Battalion is providing individual re-enforcements for 5 Scots and soon IPWRR - total deployed will be up to 50 All
Ranks.

Annual Camp 2008

The Combined Annual Camp of 3PWRR and The Puerta Rican National Guard took place on Salisbury Plain Training
area in June this year. It was an excellent opportunity for both nationalities to share military knowledge and tactics prior
to deployment.
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The First Day of the Battle of the Somme: July 1st 1916 (By Ian Chatfield)

The Battle of the Somme began on Ist July 1916 and lasted for five months; it was one of the most bitterly contested and
costly battles not only of the First World War but in the history of the British Army.

The Battle was planned as a joint French and British operation. The idea originally came from the French Commander-in-
Chief, Joseph Joffre and was accepted by General Sir Douglas Haig, the British Expeditionary Force (BEF) commander,
despite his preference for a large attack in Flanders. Although Joffre was concerned with territorial gain, it was also an
attempt to destroy German manpower. At first Joffre intended to use mainly French soldiers but the German attack on
Verdun in February 1916 turned the Somme offensive into a large-scale British diversionary attack to relieve the pressure
on the French.

General Sir Douglas Haig took over responsibility for the operation and with the help of General Sir Henry Rawlinson,
came up with his own plan of attack. Haig’s strategy was for an attack on a 15 mile front between Serre, north of the
Ancre, and Curlu, north of the Somme. Five French divisions would attack on an eight mile front south of the Somme,
between Curlu and Peronne.

To ensure a rapid advance, 1437 Allied guns pounded German lines for a week before the attack, firing 1.6 million shells
at a cost to the British tax payers of £6 million. British commanders were so confident that this bombardment would
obliterate the German defences and defenders that they ordered their troops to walk slowly towards the German lines.
Once they had been seized, cavalry units would pour through to pursue the fleeing Germans. Junior commanders were
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told “There will be nothing alive not even a rat and your men will reach Pozieres before they find a live German”.
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followed their officers over the parapets of the British
trenches with enthusiastic discipline the Infantry advanced with a few exceptions steadily in open order as they had been
trained to do.

On the first day of the Somme, the British lost 19,240 dead, 35,494 seriously wounded, and 2,152 missing: 57,470
casualties in total.

That equated to two for every yard of their front, more than the combined battle casualties of the Crimean, Boer and
Korean Wars, and 15 times the British casualties suffered on D-Day in Normandy on June 6th 1944

At 7.30 am on Ist July we had three forbear battalions involved in the initial attack: 2nd Bn. The Queen’s part of 91st Inf.
Brigade. 7th Div; 7th Bn. The Queen’s part of 55th Inf. Brigade 18th Div; 8th Bn. The East Surrey Regt. also in 55th Inf.
Brigade 18th Div. Many more of our Battalions would join in the battle before it ended 140 days later.
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What did it all achieve? On the ground, on the right some 7 miles, on the left little, and the line was still some 4 miles
from Bapaume through which it had been hoped the Cavalry would sweep after a successful breaking of the German line
on a wide front immediately after Ist July. The final casualties for the British Army over the 140 days of the Battle were
over 400,000, and for all the Armies engaged (British, French, Commonwealth, and German) over 1,300,000.

Against this for the Allies, the German pressure on the French at Verdun was relieved and the morale of France was
sustained when it was near to breaking.

For the Germans their casualties were such that they began to see that the War might no longer be won. Indeed a German
General wrote The Somme was the muddy grave of the German field Army; another wrote “Somme”. The whole history
of the world cannot contain a more ghastly word.

For the British Infantryman there had been much horror and misuse, but through it all he had borne up and upheld
the traditions of the past, and perhaps in achieving this the special wry self-mocking humour of the British soldier
shone through and sustained him. When the time came he stuck it out and saw things through with a determination and
resolution as fine as any that had gone before in the annals of the British Army.

o0o
Centenary of the Territorial Army
(by Brigadier Geoffrey Curtis)

Surely there could be no finer tribute to the Territorial Army in its Centenary Year than the two Queen’s Brigades in the
Second World War. In 1939 with the prospect of war becoming increasingly likely the decision was taken to double the
Territorial Army so the 5th, 6th and 7th Battalions of The Queen’s Royal Regiment, which had already be. n brigaded
into 131 Queen’s Brigade of 44 Home Counties Division, were each instructed to form a second battalior.. The three
original battalions were titled 1/5th, 1/6th, and 1/7th Queen’s and their sister battalions became 2/5th, 2/6th, and 2/7th
Queen’s. Enthusiasm was such that by this time 5th Queen’s was already recruited up to full strength. Unbel.ev >ly on
five months later in August 1939 all six battalions were mobilised.

In April 1940, 44 Division was deployed to France and 131 Brigade saw action with the BEF before being evacuated
through Dunkirk, while the three second line battalions which were sent out to France supposedly for work on the Lines
of Communications were caught up in the general chaotic situation and eventually escaped through Che bourg. On
their return to England both Brigades were immediately engaged in anti-invasion duties and later, when the reat had
subsided, in training for future operations during which time the second line battalions were reorganised into 169 Queen’s
Brigade in the newly formed 56 London Division (The Black Cats).

It was in May 1942 that 44 Home Counties Division sailed for
the usual unknown overseas destination including of course
131 Queen’s Brigade. I don’t suppose it came as a great
surprise to anyone that their voyage ended at Suez towards
the end of July. But what they would not have been expecting
was that their settling in and acclimatisation period would end
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Now came the unspectacular “tidying-up” phase, eliminating
enemy pockets ahead of the major battle to break-out from
the Alamein Line, which proved to be costly operations
particularly for the Infantry. On the night of 23/24th October
when the main attack started 131 Queen’s Brigade’s role was \Lm
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be a hell of a costly fight. And so it was on this occasion.
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Casualties were very severe and the loss of many of the pre-war TA Officers was particularly significant. 44 Home
Counties Division was broken up, but after a brief pause to absorb reinforcements 131 Queen’s Brigade was transferred
to 7th Armoured Division as the Lorried Infantry Brigade. And so it was that the long association of the Regiment with
the Desert Rats began and was to endure until the end of the war in Hamburg. But now they were poised for the breakout.

On 4th November the advance began, but heavy rain impeded progress and prevented 7th Armoured Division cutting
off the enemy withdrawal. Indeed 131 Brigade became bogged down in their TCV’s and it was not until 12th November
that they caught up with the armour - an interesting contrast with today’s armoured infantry battalions. The following
day The Queen’s occupied Tobruk unopposed where the port facilities were vital to maintain the pursuit of the retreating
Axis forces. Three months and 1400 miles from Alamein, 7th Armoured Division entered Tripoli after an outflanking
move through the Jebel where they fought a series of battles against enemy rearguards about Tarhuna. Six months later
169 Queen’s Brigade were training in this inhospitable terrain for operations in the mountains “somewhere in Europe”.
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Meanwhile the pursuit was resumed despite the fact that the armoured regiments were severely short of tanks and the
troops were exhausted. But there now remained only two places where the enemy could realistically hope to prevent the
loss of the whole of North Africa. The first lay some one hundred miles beyond Tripoli where the French had constructed
a major defensive line against possible attack by the Ttalians. This had now been strengthened into a formidable barrier
between the Jebel and the sea known as the Mareth line. By mid February the Division had closed up to the line at
Medenine and began preparations for the anticipated counter-attack. On 6th March a determined assault was launched
by enemy armour and infantry against 131 Brigade. The anti-tank platoon of 1/7th Queen’s in particular scored lasting
fame by knocking out no less than fourteen tanks. Strong attacks continued all day mainly against the Queen’s Brigade,
but they held firm and by dusk the enemy had called off their onslaught with heavy losses particularly in tanks. On 20th
March the 8th Army launched a major attack to breakthrough the Mareth line. 7th Armoured Division were in reserve and
after the battle concentrated south of Gabes out of contact for the first time since Alamein.

By mid April, 8th Army had closed up to the formidable mountain barrier at Enfidaville where first contact was made
with elements of Ist Army. It was soon apparent that any attempt to breakthrough here along the coastal strip would be
slow and costly, so General Alexander made the decision to launch the final assault on Tunis from the Ist Army front
reinforced by Ist and 7th Armoured Divisions and 4th Indian Division from 8th Army.

It was here at Enfidaville that 169 Queen’s Brigade finally joined the Order of Battle of 8th Army having left England
only three months after 131 Brigade and experiencing a lengthy and remarkable venture. But that’s another story!

It was in July 1942 that I joined 2/6th Queen’s - “The Bermondsey Boys™ - at Long Melford in Suffolk straight from
Sandhurst OCTU. Six weeks later, together with the rest of 56 London Division, we embarked for somewhere overseas
so I remained the junior officer in the Battalion for a very long time! During the voyage the ship carrying 169 Brigade’s
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transport was sunk so rendering us non-operational and I have often wondered whether otherwise we would have joined
8th Army much earlier.

However we eventually ended up in Iraq and the whole Division was stationed in the area of Kirkuk with the task of
denying the oil fields to the Germans should they break through the Russian armies! Luckily 56 Division was never put to
the test in that particular role and in March 1943 we left Iraq. In what turned out to be the longest approach march to battle
we eventually arrived at Enfidaville, the Infantry having endured most of the 3,300 miles in the back of a 3 ton truck.

Meanwhile 7th Armoured Division began its wide sweep to the west of Enfidaville and on 6th May the main assault began
directed on Tunis. The following day 1/7th Queen’s entered Tunis with orders to cut the coast road as soon as possible.
They got an ecstatic welcome from the people of the town, but with some difficulty managed to cut the coast road which
was vital to the enemy trying to reach the Cap Bon Peninsula. The Queen’s action had split the retreating Axis forces in
two and brought about their final defeat in North Africa.

While these dramatic events had been evolving 169 Queen’s Brigade had been getting their first taste of action since
France in 1940. Anyone who claims that they were not frightened during their first days under fire is either grossly
dishonest.or completely wooden. Well do I remember, sixty-five years on, moving up through the village of Enfidaville
with my platoon in single file (Ack-Ack formation) when we were suddenly shelled. No orders were needed, everyone
fell to the ground petrified. However when it stopped the platoon fell in on my order and we resumed our march. The
first test had been overcome even if it was to some amusement of Infantry (I think of 50 Division) moving out of the line.

8th Army on the Enfidaville front was now in a defensive role for the first time since Alamein. But over the next few
weeks we in 169 Brigade became, if not battle-hardened, certainly battle-wary. The morning after our epic journey we
took over from battalions of 50 Division in the line. Three days later 2/5th and 2/6th Queen’s were ordered to capture
in a hastily prepared night attack two forward enemy outposts, which threatened 7th Armoured Division’s outflanking
move. Although successful, in daylight they were completely overlooked and withdrew in some confusion suffering
considerable casualties including Lt Col Hugh Wilson, our much respected Commanding Officer of 2/6th Jueen’s.
This was a severe blow in our first action, but we were fortunate to have John Kealy who came over from 2/7t to take
command of the Battalion and who was subsequently to lead us into Italy.

Over the next couple of weeks all three battalions of 169 Brigade were actively engaged in limited attacks, aggressive
patrolling and subject to fierce shelling and mortaring in their exposed defensive positions. Thi:n suddenly it - as all over
- well almost. Dawn revealed white flags from the enemy positions in the mountain range from which our every nove had
been overlooked. But just as we began to celebrate we were subjected to a gigantic “stonk™ from what must have been
every gun and mortar in their possession. Then enemy troops began moving out of their positions into captivity. We really
were witnessing total surrender. Yes. in those few weeks we had learnt so many invalu able lessons of the battlefi: 'd and
experienced a spectacle few have ever seen.

By the end of May 131 Queen’s Brigade moved back with 7th Armoured Division to a rest area in the vicinity of Homs
some 50 miles east of Tripoli, and 169 Queen’s Brigade were stationed in the area of Tripoli with the rest of 56th London
Division. Soon we all began training in earnest for operations “somewhere in Europe”.

After months of exhausting training in the heat of the jebel for mountain warfare and dryshod and wetshod training with
the Royal Navy, one night we quietly moved down to Tripoli harbour. It was 5th September 1943 as the 2/6th Queen’s
together with HQ 169 Brigade embarked on LCI’s for what was to be the first Allied assault landing on the mainland of
Europe. But we still didn’t know where we were going. 2/5th and 2/7th were aboard passenger ships. The atmospheres
was tense, conditions rough and the sea even rougher. I think most crammed in the LCI's were sea sick - not the ideal
approach to battle.

Once at sea we were all briefed on the Assault Plan. We were part of American 5th Army to be landed in the vicinity of
Salerno on the West coast of Italy some 50 miles south of Naples. 56 Division was the right hand assault division of 10
British Corps and 46 Division sailing from Bizerte was on our left. 36 (US) Division came from Oran and would be on
our right. A complex plan to say the least. D Day was 9th September. In our Brigade 2/5th on the right and 2/7th on the
left were the two assault battalions landing in LCA’s and 2/6th were to pass through and capture Montecorvino Airfield.

On the evening of 8th September as we approached the coast line in broad daylight the Italian villages looked idyllic in
the evening sun while out to sea we were surrounded by a vast fleet of all manner of ships escorted by an impressive naval
presence. In this unreal situation I think we were all filled with a strange mixture of excitement and apprehension when
our inner thoughts were suddenly interrupted by the ships’ loudspeakers. General Eisenhower, the Supreme Commander,
announced that the Italians had surrendered. Wild cheering broke out as men reckoned it was all over. Officers were
immediately ordered to dampen this euphoric mood and impress on everyone that the Germans had NOT surrendered and
that they would certainly oppose our landing.



The fall of darkness brought with it a sombre mood. The men of the rifle companies of 2/5th and 2/7th Queen’s came up
from the bowels of their ships into the inky blankness and were guided to the LCA’s swinging from the davits, slowly
down over the ships’ sides and then the surge forward as they hit the water to form up for the assault.
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167 Brigade

2/6th Queen’s landing was
pretty uneventful although
we also were too far to the right. As we began to move up our axis towards Montecorvino Airfield it was beginning to
get light. It was close country with vines, tobacco plants and tomatoes providing ideal cover for snipers. The countryside
was flat and criss-crossed with irrigation ditches, and as the mist lifted we could see we were in a bowl, with the hills
providing ideal observation for the enemy and the mountains beyond a formidable barrier. However we seemed to have
caught the enemy off guard; as we approached the airfield they were attempting to take off aircraft amid a hail of small
arms fire and the main armament of Shermans of the leading troop of The Greys who were just joining us. By midday
we had occupied the airfield buildings and the leading company was pressing on towards the main road from Salerno to
the south.

But now the situation was changing dramatically as the Germans reacted. Opposition was stiffening against our advance
but much worse they mounted a strong counter-attack against 2/5th Queen’s, forcing them back to within a mile of the sea
with 170 casualties including three of their company commanders. That night they moved forward again, but at first light
they were faced with another counter-attack by tanks and the survivors eventually managed to get back to the battalion
base. For the second time in 24 hours John Whitfield had to reorganise his Battalion. Moreover both 167 Brigade and 201
Guards Brigade on their right had also been driven back from their objectives by fierce counter-attacks. On the other hand
2/7th Queen’s were able to advance into the foothills on D+1 and the following day B and D Companies of 2/6th Queen’s
secured the prominent feature of Point 210 which afforded unique observation over the whole bridgehead.

D+3 to D+5 were critical days and we were particularly vulnerable in our isolated salient on Point 210 from which we
were nearly ejected. Indeed on 13th September Mark Clark, the US Army Commander, drew up plans for the evacuation
of the Bridgehead, but they were countermanded by General Alexander, the Commander in Chief, when he visited two
days later. While all this activity was going on the landing craft returned to Tripoli to pick up 7th Armoured Division,
so it was not until 17th September that 1/5th and 1/6th Queen’s arrived in the Bridgehead; 1/7th Queen’s two days later.

With the Allied build-up the tide at last began to turn and the Germans started to break contact. 19th September, D+10,
was a memorable and historic day for the Regiment when the Battalions of 131 Brigade took over in the line from their
sister Battalions of 169 Brigade. Everyone was in high form.

The X Corps plan for the breakout from the Bridgehead was for 46th and 56th Divisions to secure the passes and then
7th Armoured Division and 56th London Division to lead the advance to capture Naples and close up to the River
Volturno. Two weeks after the initial landings we were on the move. The Bridgehead battle had been won and for us in
169 Brigade we were embarking on a new experience as we led 56th Division’s advance into the rugged foothills. But
the axis was completely dominated by the 3000 feet Monte Stella. With naive optimism a patrol was despatched to nip up
to test whether it was occupied and if possible secure the summit. Three days later with all three Battalions involved, the
Divisional Artillery, medium and heavy guns and the Royal Navy in support, and Basuto porters with mules to maintain
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us, the enemy were finally forced to withdraw. But the cost in casualties had been dear and our hold on the feature at times
precarious to say the least. Our first taste of mountain warfare had been a salutary one.
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However by 28th September with the mountain passes secured, 7th Armoured Division was poised to pass through
46th Division and begin the advance into the Naples Plain with 131 Brigade in the lead. Michael Forrester’s orders to
his Battalion left them in no doubt what was expected of them - “Go like hell and stop for nothing!” By the end of the
day 1/6th Queen’s with a squadron of 5 RTR had secured the only bridge intact over the River Sarno at Scafati. Despite
strenuous efforts by the enemy to regain the bridge, the following morning all three Battalions resumed the advance.
Simultaneously 169 Brigade began their advance and before long the six TA Battalions of The Queen’s Royal Regiment
were leading the British advance to Naples. A truly memorable and historic event.

The going was not easy with a myriad of. waterways confronting 131 Brigade, wild mountainous country facing 169
Brigade, and mines, demolitions and rearguards encountered by all the Battalions. But on st October armoured cars of
the King’s Dragoon Guards and tanks of The Greys entered the city of Naples.

The City was now handed over to the Americans for the clearance of pockets of resistance to allow X Corps to press on
to the River Volturno to ensure the vital work of restoring the port facilities and airfields in the vicinity could progress
without enemy interference. On 6th October 2/5th Queen’s occupied Caserta where in the weeks and months ahead the
Palace was to become the HQ of 169 Brigade then 56th Division and finally HQ Allied Forces Italy.

By the end of the day both Queen’s Brigades had closed up to the Volturno and X Corps were on the river line from Capua
down to the sea. The following day 201 Guards Brigade relieved 169 Brigade, the first time we had been out of action
except for one day since landing on 9th September. But for 131 Brigade there was as yet no respite.

As the Battalions of 169 Brigade moved back to Caserta we savoured the simple luxury of a roof over our heads for the
first time since landing, and time to think. The tension of days and nights in the Bridgehead, the cheering Italians as we
passed through their towns and villages, the loss of old chums. But as we relaxed we had that inner glow which comes
from accomplishment, from satisfaction of a job well done. We just felt that from now on as a team we could rely on each
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other and cope with anything that came our way. A feeling which no doubt 131 Brigade had acquired months ago during
the Desert Campaign.

But while we were resting 131 Brigade was now immersed in preparations for a major river crossing. The Volturno is
a wide fast flowing river and on the night of [2th/13th October they ran into all manner of trouble. Shelled by our own
artillery while forming up, boats swept away, intense enemy fire, but by first light two platoons were across. By the time
169 Brigade was back in action on 15th October 1/7th Queen’s had established a bridgehead over the river and three
days later all six Battalions of the Regiment were again leading the advance. Then early in November news was received
that 7th Armoured Division was to return to England to prepare for the invasion of North West Europe. So it was that the
historic era of six TA Battalions of The Queen’s Royal Regiment operating together came to an end.

For those who served in the Italian Campaign the winter of 1943 will forever be remembered for mountains, rivers,
weather - and of course the enemy. The Germans had prepared their winter defensive line through the Appenines, built
mainly by Italian forced labour, based on the Garigliano and Sangro rivers with its pivot at Cassino blocking all routes
to Rome.

It was at Monte Camino that 56th London Division advancing up Route 6 had its first encounter with the Gustav Line. 201
Guards Brigade were given the task of driving the enemy from this vast 3,000 feet mountain towering over the divisional
axis. But they were unable to secure the crest and were left in a most precarious position on the mountain side. Their only
supply route was a tortuous, steep, rocky mule track made almost unusable by torrential rain. So 169 Queen’s Brigade
was called in to help keep them maintained. What a job!

The cold was unbelievable. Everyone was soaked to the skin, mules couldn’t keep their footing and the climb took four
hours each way. With a jerrican of water or an ammunition box on the way up and stretcher bearer for some unfortunate
Guardsman on the way down, at the end of the night we were utterly exhausted. So in these conditions it was decided to
withdraw the Guards from their untenable position.

To cover the withdrawal the Queen’s were to move up to the foot of the mountain and establish firm bases for intensive
patrol activity. To add to the gloom a staff officer of the Brigade Commander’s recce party stepped on a Schu mine and,
although uninjured himself, both Brigadier Lyne and John Kealy were severely wounded. John had led 2/6th with great
success right through the Salerno operation and his sensitive handling of the Battalion had been widely appreciated. Now
under the most difficult circumstances Aleck Renshaw took over.

For the next three weeks the Queen’s were engaged in intensive patrol activity in preparation for a new assault. A patrol
to the summit took so long that they had to lie up all day in some gully perilously close to the enemy then descend the
following night. An elaborate plan was drawn up for the assault on Camino involving both 46th and 56th Divisions. 169
Brigade was given the task of securing the summit, but it took three days to achieve this despite an enormous artillery
plan. All three Battalions were involved against fanatical opposition. The maintenance required a super-human effort by
those not actually involved in the hand to hand fighting. Casualties on both sides were heavy but through fine leadership
and inspiring determination the Germans were eventually forced to withdraw.

Tired but elated by our achievement we now spent a happy Christmas out of the line before beginning training for the
next major obstacle - an assault crossing over the River Garigliano. For me I was about to see battle from a different
perspective as I now became Company Second in Command. But I soon discovered this was not the cushy job it seemed
to be when [ was a platoon commander! The crossing in assault boats on the night of 17/18th January was a complete
success despite stiff opposition and considerable casualties particularly in 2/5th especially from Schu mines. But I soon

realised that the nightly supply run ferrying, portering and rowing supplies over a fast flowing river under heavy shelling
1S no sinecure.

We did not know it at the time, but by now it had become obvious to the High Command that we were not going to
break through the Gustav line, so the decision was taken to turn the line by an amphibious operation south of Rome.
The landing was to be between 20th and 3 Ist January 1944, and this in turn led to a date for a new offensive on the main
front primarily to draw the German reserves from the north and away from the projected landing area. For us this meant
threc more weeks of continuous action after crossing the river against a tenacious enemy. Then as the Battalions moved
back to a rest area came the news that the Anzio Bridgehead was itself in danger of being overrun. Unbelievably 56th
Division was to be sent round to help prevent the destruction of the forces there. The comments of the Queen’smen were
unprintable!

The Division was committed piecemeal, and as 169 Brigade began to arrive in the Bridgehead on 18th February the
Germans launched an all-out offensive. By 20th February both sides had fought to a stand-still, but in the chaos an
American battalion had been cut off. The following evening 2/7th Queen’s were ordered to achieve the impossible
and rescue them. Two companies managed to reach them, but the situation was very confusing with British, American

10

and German troops intermingled, casualties mounting
and ammunition running low. That night D Company was
overrun. The following night a company of 2/6th Queen’s
failed to reach 2/7th with a resupply column as the Americans
tried to infiltrate small groups out. By the next day another
company of 2/7th had been surrounded and the remainder of
the Battalion was ordered to fight their way out that night. In
this short and desperate engagement the Battalion had been
all but annihilated.

There now followed a period of drudgery, fear and horror
of stalemate in relentless rain as the Infantry struggled to
improve their defensive positions in the wadis which were a
feature of that blighted battleground. The nightly supply run
was a nerve-jangling experience, then one night I was ordered
to take over the merged A and C companies as the Company
Commander had been wounded

I did not know the area or the men, but we were so close to
the enemy that we were within grenade range and could hear
their FOO giving his fire orders. Such was the miserable and
fruitless existence in the cauldron of Anzio. Relief came in
mid-March. I brought out twenty-eight, if I remember rightly. the total strength of two companies. Even before moving
into the Bridgehead 56th Division was battle-weary after six months of continuous action. But now after just a few weeks
of that uniquely hellish nightmare the Division was to be withdrawn for a long period of R. and R. We had endured and
achieved more than most of us thought we were capable of.

P

A Naval helping hand for The Queen’s on the Anzio beach

The whole Division now returned to the Canal Zone, or so we thought, but as units were embarking at Bari, 2/6th Queen’s
was told that we had been selected for a special mission and our hearts sank as we embarked once again .n LCI’s.
However dawn revealed that we were in the small harbour of Vis, the only one of the Dalmation Islands occupied by the
Allies. It was in fact the base of Tito’s Partisans and a small British Special Force supporting them with raids on German
occupied Yugoslavia. Our role was simply to garrison the [sland to relieve the British force for action on th: rmainland.
It was a truly idyllic place. The tranquillity after Anzio was wonderful and the happy friendly partisans and the local
islanders made us really welcome.

It was a never to be forgotten experience, but after two months we left to rejoin the re<t of the Division. It was a 1me of
intense activity interspersed with short bursts of the high life of Cairo. All units were brought up to strength mainly with
drafts from disbanded anti-aircraft regiments. Great care was taken over their integration, but fortunately there was still a
nucleus of senior and battle-experienced TA personnel in most units so that the character of the Battalions was retained.

While we were in Egypt we heard that at long last Rome had been liberated on 4th June and on 6th June the Normandy
landings had taken place. 7th Armoured Division were first committed on 10th June and two days later 131 Queen’s
Brigade were involved in a major battle at Villers Bocage. It would be presumptuous of me to attempt to describe the
success story of 131 Brigade from Normandy to their final victory in Hamburg in May 1945, as I have no personal
experience of their exploits nor am I familiar with the plans or terrain of that campaign.

Reconstituted and refreshed 56th London Division, now under command of John Whitfield who had only been away
from the Division six months as a Brigade Commander, returned to Italy mid-July and concentrated west of Rome
around Tivoli. However 5th Army had been seriously weakened by the withdrawal of American forces for the Normandy
operation and later for the landings in the south of France. So it was decided that the main thrust would be made by 8th
Army on the Adriatic flank. Elaborate deception arrangements were made to cover the regrouping. 6th Division made a
series of night moves along treacherous mountain roads to concentrate behind 4th Indian Division some 50 miles west
of Ancona.

Once again with Italian forced labour the Germans had constructed a formidable defensive line based on the Etruscan
Apennines running from south of Spezia on the west coast to Pesaro on the east coast.

The Corps plan was to break into the Gothic line with 4th Indian and 46th Divisions. Then 56th Division with 7th
Armoured Brigade and 1st Armoured Division was to follow up and seize Bologna. Reality was somewhat different!
But poised once again for action we looked forward to our new role with keen anticipation. I had recently taken over the
Mortars and the crews were in high form eager to try out our newly developed “shoot and scoot” tactics to support the
advance.
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The initial attacks on 25th
August were successful right
across the 8th Army front and
by 1st September the Gothic line
had been breached over some 15
miles inland from Pesaro. But
resistance was stiffening and the
Queen’s Brigade was committed
to maintain the momentum. The
important features of Monte
Capella and Monte Maggiore
were seized and it was now
planned that 56th Division should
by pass the formidable Gemmano
Ridge and advance to Croce
and the River Marano beyond.
Simultaneously 1st Armoured
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It was now clear that the mile long 1,500 ft. high ridge of Gemmano must be secured before further progress could be
made. The Queen’s Brigade was given the task. Another formidable and memorable battle was about to begin. On 8th
September 2/6th and 2/7th Battalions launched a daylight attack with 2/7th directed on the village of Gemmano and the
high ground beyond, and 2/6th tasked to secure the key feature on the western slopes of the ridge. The Germans fought
fanatically with heavy DF artillery and mortar fire, and as darkness fell the whole area was lit up by burning haystacks so
that any movement was met by murderous Spandau fire. Even so by morning both Battalions had secured their objectives
and resisted determined counter attacks. But the cost had been high. While they were relieved in the line by 167 Brigade
2/5th Queen’s were engaged in another bitter battle to the west of Gemmano.

The Brigade was now withdrawn for a brief respite and Battalions reorganised on a three company basis. 2/6th Queen’s
had lost three company commanders killed and two wounded. I was ordered to take over C Company, their third company
commander in 10 days. While 169 Brigade had been struggling to hold the Gemmano feature, the other two Brigades had
been fighting a desperate battle to try to secure Croce, another key feature in the Gothic line, and st Armoured Division
had been unable to take their objective the Coriano ridge.

So on the night of 11th/12th September we moved forward to reinforce the other Brigades. The village of Croce was a
scene of utter devastation. The only road was under constant shelling and the whole area was littered with brewed tanks
and unburied bodies. It had already changed hands five times. I took up a defensive position astride the road beyond the
village and we spent an extremely uncomfortable day, completely under observation, pounded incessantly by artillery
and mortar fire. Once more there was to be a major effort to break through into the Po Valley. H Hour was planned to
be at 0400 hours on 14th September. The immediate task for 2/6th Queen’s was to secure the start line for the armour to
pass through. During the night stragglers from another company suddenly appeared milling around in front of us. I was
urgently summoned to the wireless and the CO ordered me to move at once to capture a hamlet occupied by the enemy
right on the start line for the main attack. We cleared the buildings without too much opposition, but as 2/5th and 2/7th
began their advance with their supporting armour, we were subjected to devastating tank fire from close range. Both my
signallers were killed and the wireless destroyed, the platoons were taking casualties and running short of ammunition,
and I was wounded in the head. We were saved by gallant action by the Carrier Platoon.

As I was being evacuated back to hospital in Ancona, 2/5th and 2/7th Battalions were only able to make limited gains
against strong opposition, and the hoped for break through across the 8th Army front had been thwarted once again.
Some weeks later I was enjoying the peace and beauty of Gigli’s home by the sea, which had been requisitioned as an
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officers’ convalescent home, when our Padre came back to visit me. This was the golden opportunity to avoid the dreaded
reinforcement chain from which you could be posted to some completely different regiment. So we quietly sneaked away
while no one was looking back to the Battalion. After the obligatory “where the hell have you come from” from my CO,
I was given a splendid welcomie home. It was great to be back with my old chums again.

By this time after another major battle to capture the Coriano Ridge the Gothic Line had finally been broken and
the legendary Rubicon had been crossed, but 56th London Division was utterly exhausted and withdrawn for major
reorganisation. Even so the lack of Infantry reinforcements resulted in battalions being reduced to three companies,
artillery ammunition was severely restricted, and the weather had reduced the plain to a quagmire and the many rivers to
raging torrents. Despite all the Division was back in action early in December. When I rejoined the Battalion they were
in the area of Faenza on the main Route 9 still some 40 miles from Bologna. But it was nearly Christmas when we spent
a few happy days out of the line.

On 3rd January 1945 2/6th Queen’s mounted in Kangaroos (Shermans converted to APC’s) made a highly successful
attack to eliminate an enemy pocket. It was the first time they had been used in the Italian Campaign and 8th Army now
had an unbroken winter line on the River Senio. It was here that I was told by Aleck Renshaw that, unable to wear a steel
helmet because of my head wound, my days with 2/6th Queen’s were over and I was going back to England to be an
Instructor at 163 Infantry OCTU. A few days later he was also posted home and David Baynes left 2/7th Queen’s. Both
of them had been fine TA commanding officers and were relieved respectively by Peter Taylor and Maurice MacWilliam.

It was not until April that it was possible to resume the offensive in Italy. 5th Army was to capture Bologna - the objective
given to 56th Division last August! 8th Army was to force a way through the Argenta Gap to seize Ferrara. 169 Brigade
was selected to carry out highly secret training with Fantails, amphibious APCs, which had not previously been used in
Italy. Their role was to cross LLake Comacchio to secure the bridges which carried the strategic Highway 16 over the River
Reno at Bastia into the Po Valley. The operation achieved complete surprise and large number of prisoners were captured
with few casualties on our side.

It was the beginning of the end. The mighty River Po and its many tributaries proved not to be the formidable ba rier that
had been anticipated. German control of operations had collapsed and organised resistance was disintegrating rapidly.
On 24th April 2/6th Queen’s mounted in Fantails and supported by amphibious tanks crossed the great river almost
unopposed. Three days later 2/7th Queen’s crossed the deep and angry River Adige, and on 27th April 2/5th Queen’s were
the first troops to enter Venice rapidly followed by the other two Battalions.

On 2nd May 1945 the German forces in Italy surrendered unconditionally and 4th May saw the final capitulation of all
German forces throughout North West Europe. The day before 1/5th Queen’s with . th Royal Tank Regiment 'od 7th
Armoured Division into the city of Hamburg. The two Queen’s Brigades had fought their last battle. In fact ' ick in
December 1944 the Regiment’s presence in 131 Brigade had been reduced to one Battalion due to lack of reinforcements.
and the much depleted 1/6th and 1/7th Battalions returned to England.

The final moves before disbandment in 1946 saw 1/5th Queen’s with 7th Armoured Division as the first occupying forces
in the British Sector of Berlin. 169 Queen’s Brigade with 56th London Division was moved north to the Trieste area to
prevent a possible take-over by Yugoslav forces encouraged and aided by the Russians.

What a story! What a record!

EL ALAMEIN MEDENINE
SALERNO ANZIO
GEMMANO RIDGE MONTE CAMINO
VILLERS BOCAGE

All Battle Honours won by ‘the Territorial Battalions of 131 and 169 Queen’s Brigades for the Regiment, but at a cost
which must never be forgotten. It was those who served in those Battalions who made it all possible. Their spirit and
their courage were remarkable, but perhaps the key to it all was the determination never to let down their chums. And that
meant everyone from the CO to all the rest in the platoon. I count myself unbelievably fortunate to have been one of them.

oQo
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Scafati Remembers
(by Major Tony Russell)

The 9th September 1943 saw the first major allied assault

on the mainland of Europe with the landings at Salerno

on the south west coast of Italy. Two weeks later the
Allied Forces, which included 169 Queen’s Brigade and
131 Queen’s Brigade, were striving to advance onto the
plain of Naples.

At noon on 28th September 1943 1/6th Queen’s, led
by Lieutenant Colonel Michael Forrester and with a
squadron of 5 RTR, M Battery 3 RHA, an Anti-Tank
Regt battery and an RE recce party under command,
pushed through 1/7th Queen’s heading at high speed for
their objective which was the important bridge at Scafati
over the River Sarno. Their advance on a stormy day was
so swift that A Company under Captain W L Johnson,
with assistance from Italian partisans, outflanked the
elements of the Herman Goering Division defending the
bridge, killing or capturing them all and securing intact
the bridge, which had been prepared for demolition.

Captain Johnson with captured Germans

Subsequent German counter attacks were repulsed by the
battalion group and on 29th September 131 Bde pushed
north from the Scafati bridgehead.

The rapid capture of the bridge meant that heavy artillery
exchanges and aerial bombardment, and the prolonged
street-by-street fighting, which would have caused great
loss of life and damage to Scafati, a fate which was
to befall other Italian towns, were avoided. Michael
Forrester was awarded the DSO and “Johnnie” Johnson
the MC for the action.

The role of the Scafati partisans in capturing the bridge
and in being the first to take up arms against the Germans
was subsequently commemorated by a memorial on the
bridge. The city’s citizens held the battalion and Michael
Forrester in high regard, and for many years prior to his
death in 2006 a message was sent annually to him. A
leading role in keeping alive the memory of the events
of September 1943 was taken by the city historian Dr
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Angelo Pesce who had been in the city as a young boy
during the battle.

In the summer of 2008 the city, through Dr Pesce, very
kindly invited a number of guests from Britain to attend a
day of events commemorating the 65th anniversary of the
Battle for Scafati, to be held on Sunday 28th September
2008. These celebrations would include the unveiling of
a memorial to honour the late Major-General Michael
Forrester.

British guests at the ceremonies included General
Forrester's two sons, Simon and Nicholas, and his
grandsons, Nick and James (the England and Gloucester
rugby player), as well as General Forrester’s companion
in later years Mrs Denise Patterson. Colonel Charles
Darell, military attaché at the British Embassy in Rome,
and Michael Burgoyne, the British Consul-General in
Naples and Southern Italy, were amongst a party from
the British diplomatic staff in Italy. I was honoured to
have been asked to represent the Regimental Association
at the celebrations.

Thus it was that shortly before 10 a.m. on a sunny Italian
Sunday morning the British guests, fortified by breakfast
at the hotel accommodation generously provided by
the Scafati authorities in neighbouring Pompeii, found
themselves being escorted into an already crowded
city hall room to be formally welcomed by the Mayor
and other dignitaries. Following the welcome and
presentation of gifts, and an opportunity to see a display
about the 1943 battle, we all moved outside to form up
for a procession on foot to the city’s war memorial.

Nick, Nicholas and Simon Forrester at the display in the City
Hall.

As we moved behind band and banners through the
streets it rapidly became apparent that most of Scafati’s
population of 47,000 seemed to be participating in the
day’s events, which were being covered by the Italian
press and television as well as by the Rome correspondent
of The Times.

The warmth of the welcome from the Italian crowds
lining the streets as we passed was quite overwhelming.
Following wreath-laying ceremonies at the city’s existing

war memorial the procession moved to the partisan
memorial at the bridge, where wreaths from the Regiment
and the military attaché joined that from the city.
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The Partisan memorial

The parade then moved across the famous bridge to the
square where the British guests were invited to join other
dignitaries on a stage. There we were introduced to the
crowds filling the square. The subsequent speeches, which
included the retelling of the story of the dramatic events
65 years earlier, were followed by a procession back
across the square to the unveiling of the new monument.
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The new memorial, with the bridge behind

After this ceremony there was a period for “photo
opportunities” at the new memorial and autograph
signing, before we found ourselves recrossing the bridge
and moving to the beautiful municipal gardens. There
we were escorted to front row seats for a concert. This
was followed by an open-air buffet lunch, seemingly for
the whole city, enjoyment of which was only marginally
impaired for a number of the British guests by being
whisked away at various points for TV interviews.
Some five hours after being collected from the hotel,
we were asked whether we would like to return to our
accommodation for a short rest before returning for the
day’s remaining events! We said farewell to the military
attaché and consul and their wives who were going on
elsewhere, and headed for the cars.

A refreshing hour or so at the hotels (during which the
city’s citizens were entertained by a parade of WW2
period vehicles) was followed by the cars collecting the
English party and taking us the couple of miles back to
Scafati. There we were installed in the front row of a
packed hall for the premiere of a film about the Battle for
Scafati. This was followed by coffee with the Mayor in
a local café.

The Mayor then escorted us back across to the city square
which had been filled with chairs, where, yet again in the
front row, we were to enjoy two more concerts on the
stage previously used for speeches; one of these concerts
was by the City of Rome Pipe Band resplendent in kilts.
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The Pipe Band entertains

We had thought to slip away at the conclusion of the
concests for a quiet supper - always providing we could
find a restaurant open after 9 o’clock on a Sunday
evening. However we found ourselves again being
personally escorted through the streets of Scafati by the
Mayor. He led us to an upstairs room in a restaurant
where it transpired he was to leave us to enjoy a private
supper at the city’s expense. We were delighted that Dr
Pesce, his sister and the interpreter who had all looked
after us so well were able to join us. Thus it was not until
approaching mid-night that I eventually returned to the
hotel.
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Annual Regimental Association Church Service, Guildford Cathedral

Second World War re-enactors
provide a guard of honour for the
congregation as they leave the
Cathedral after the service.

Explaining what it was really
like.

refectory after the service.

2 Lnjoying refreshments in the

The President’s Reception for the Mayors of Surrey at the Regimental Museum
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Left: Colonel ‘Mac’ MacConnell
explains the medal display.

Below: A brace of guests enter
into the spirit of the occasion.

Officers’ Club Ladies Lunch

Left: The Association President accepts the medals
of Captain Hare in the museum after lunch.

“Three Ladies who lunch”



All the British guests agreed that we had enjoyed
superb hospitality from our Italian hosts and had been
incredibly warmly welcomed by the citizens of Scafati.
The day, which had struck a wonderful balance between
solemn remembrance and joyful celebration, had been a
truly unforgettable experience and vivid testimony that
remembrance of the deeds of our forbears is not restricted
to our veterans or countrymen.

Before leaving for Naples airport on the Monday | took
the opportunity to visit the Commonwealth War Cemetery
which is a few miles south of Salerno. Although no
members of 1/6th Queen’s were killed at Scafati on 28th
September 1943, a number from The Queen’s Royal
Regiment who were killed in the fighting at and around
Salerno are amongst those buried there.

The immaculate grounds and rows of headstones provided
a further moving reminder, if any had been needed, of the
sacrifices made by our forbears.

oQo

“The Fall of Tunis - the Surreys in the Turn of the Tide”
(by Bryn Evans)

The Story So Far

On 7 November 1942 the 1st Battalion of the East Surrey
Regiment waded ashore near Algiers in Operation Torch,
the first Anglo American operation of World War I1. The
Ist Surreys advanced 450 miles with the 78th or Battleaxe
Division through the Atlas Mountains, and down the
Medjerda River Valley into Tunisia.

At Tebourba on 27 November the Surreys were within
sight of Tunis, when they were hit by the 10th Panzer
Division. Over the next week the Surreys fought a series
of desperate engagements, grudgingly giving ground yet
stemming the enemy’s offensive in their retreat to Medjez
el Bab. In their daring rush down the Medjerda Valley the
Surreys lost more than half their men.

In late December the surviving Surreys regrouped as best
they could in the hills west of Medjez near the village of
Oued Zarga, where during January 1943 their infantry
companies spread out into widely dispersed positions,
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to repel repeated thrusts from General von Arnim’s Sth
Panzer Division.

Tunisia - A Glimpse of the Surreys in 1943?

When you visit Tunisia today, you can delve into a rich
history of more than three thousand years. Some of the
influences from many different civilisations can be seen
in Phoenician and Roman Carthage, an amphitheatre
at El-Jem that rivals Rome’s colisseum, or the exotic
medinas of Tunis and Sousse. Is it possible to catch a
glimpse of what it was like for the Surreys in 1943?

In the Medjerda Valley at the small farming town of
Testour, the orange trees, jasmine shrubs and a minaret
of the 17th century Great Mosque built like a Castilian
bell tower, show off the town’s Andalusian roots. You
can sit in Testour’s main square sipping a sweet, black
coffee, and swear it could have changed little since the
Surreys fought near there in 1943. Somehow Testour
seems to have been untouched by the 6 months of battles
in 1942/43, that engulfed the Medjerda Valley and the
nearby Medjez el Bab.

S

Testour main square and Great Mosque

January to March 1943 - How long would this last?

During January to March 1943 the Surreys fought for the
high ground around Oued Zarga and Medjez. In the south,
the US II Corps and Montgomery’s 8th Army struggled
against Rommel’s Afrika Korps. In February Rommel
inflicted a major defeat on inexperienced US forces at
Kasserine, and threatened the Allies’ major supply bases
at Tebessa and Le Kef, before pulling back. Somehow,
before the Axis armies of Rommel and von Arnim in the
north could fully combine and consolidate. the winter
stalemate had to be broken.

At the Casablanca conference in January, Eisenhower
had been under intense pressure when he predicted to
Churchill and Roosevelt, that a final Tunisia victory would
come by mid-May. Although by late March the planning
for an invasion of Sicily in July was supposedly well
advanced, commanders such as Montgomery questioned
the schedule, and how it could be met. In the Surreys
the question may have been put another way, “How long
would this last?”

found the whole hill .. .littered with British and German
dead, bodies and parts of bodies were twisted together
into tumbled heaps.” (Ford) Later the padre estimated
that he buried around 60 unknown soldiers.

This stubborn defence by the Surreys and other Battleaxe
troops, forced von Arnim to halt his offensive in the
north. Similarly on 6 March in the south near Medenine,
8th Army threw back a counter attack by the Afrika
Korps. Soon after, Rommel, ill and exhausted, flew home
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Surreys defend the Medjez salient at “Fort McGregor”

Just three days after Rommel’s victories at Kasserine,
the next blow against the Allies came in the north,
where the st Surreys had relocated to the south east of
Medjez. They held a front of some seven miles across the
Goubellat plain, including two dominating rocky hills,
Djebel Djaffa and Fort McGregor.

On 26 February von Arnim launched Operation
Oschenkopf, to regain control of the Medjez salient. One
of its three thrusts was to drive the Surreys back from Fort
McGregor. The Surreys withstood two artillery barrages,
and two assaults by paratroopers of the Herman Goering
Division, before they were overwhelmed.

Although the Surreys with other Battleaxe units regained
Djebel Djaffa, it was not enough without Fort McGregor,
whose strategic position in the Medjez salient meant
that it had to be won back. A massive artillery barrage
was opened up at Fort McGregor’s summit, with a total
disregard for any Surreys who might be still surviving
there. When they retook Fort McGregor the Surreys

to Germany to recover. With hindsight it seems to have
been a tipping point. Von Arnim placed all Axis forces
onto a defensive footing.

Breaking through the Mareth Line

In the south despite General Patton’s US II Corps’ first
battlefield success at Guettar on 19 March, the Mareth
Line still held up 8th Army. The fortified Mareth Line
followed the northern edge of the Oued Zigzaou wadi
45 Kms across the narrow coastal plain. It was finally
overcome by Montgomery’s renowned ‘left hook’, when
he sent a 27,000 strong, armoured force onto narrow
mountain tracks to the west. By 28 March they had
outflanked the Axis Forces. This forced the Afrika Korps
and their Italian allies to withdraw, towards the next
defensive line farther north at Takrouna and Enfidaville.
Perhaps most important was the meeting on 7/8 April on
the Gafsa - Gabes road, of patrols from 8th Army and the
American II Corps.

After the Battle of Mareth the route of the retreating Axis
forces and the pursuing 8th Army, snaked northwards
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