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Forecast of Events
2011

1st August MINDEN DAY.
9th September SALERNO DAY
10th September 6th(Bermondsey), 2/6th and 2/7th Queen’s Royal Regiment OCAs Combined Reunion.

22nd September Golf Society match against The Royal Hampshire Regimental GS - High Post GC.

1st October East Surrey Regiment OCA Reunion — Ewell TA Centre.

3rd October The Queen’s Royal Surrey Regiment Officers’ Club Ladies’ Luncheon - Clandon.
Sth October Golf Society Autumn Meeting — Woking.
14th October 350th Anniversary of the First Muster on Putney Heath.

4th November The Queen’s Royal Surrey Regiment Association Annual Reunion - Union Jack Club.

20th December BRITISH BATTALION DAY (1941).

oQ0o
Covers:-

This year marks the 200th anniversary of the Battle of Albuhera; an account of the battle and a report on a recent visit
10 the battlefield appear in the Newsletter. Many will be familiar with the picture “Steady the Drums and Fifes™ by Lady
Butler showing the 57th Regiment drawn up under fire on the Ridge of Albuhera on 16th May 1811. The front cover of
the Newsletter is a section of a less widely known picture by the prolific artist Harry Payne showing the 2nd Battalion
31st (Huntingdonshire) Regiment (later The East Surrey Regiment) at the battle. Harry Payne, often collaborating with
his brother Arthur, produced many military illustrations for books and postcard series, and also painted several battle
pictures in oil. The original purpose (and current whereabouts and copyright status) of the 2nd/31st Payne picture are
unknown. It does, however, bear striking similarities to a watercolour by the same artist, which very recently came up
for auction, showing the 57th Regiment at the Battle of Albuhera; that painting was the original used to produce a card.

The back cover shows some of the new displays at the Museum at Clandon Park. The top photograph is of the new display
telling the story of the early years of the Regiments. The centre photographs show a tableau of a barrack room in India
and a tableau nearing completion of a WW1 trench. The bottom photograph is of the Museum Curator lan Chatfield
showing the Victoria Cross display to L/Cpl Beharry VC at the relaunch of the Museum during a reception on 23rd May
2011.
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President’s Notes

How very fitting, in this our 350th Anniversary of the formation of our forebear Regiment, The Tangier Regiment, that
our successors The 2nd Battalion The Princess of Wales’s Royal Regiment should have been on parade for the Royal
Wedding. How steady and well turned out they all were.

This will be the penultimate Newsletter. At the Association Trustees Meeting in March the Trustees confirmed their decision
to hand over their responsibilities at the end of the year. Like all good regimental wives, we have been busy ensuring
everything is in good order on “March Out”.

Although the outcomes of the effects on infantry regiments as part of the Strategic Defence and Security Review are
currently unknown, there has over the winter been a whole series of studies. The conclusions of the Army Museum Study
are awaited but we do know that our Museum at Clandon has been shown to be one of the most cost effective. There has
also been a study into Regimental Headquarters; again the conclusions are unknown although we are led to believe there
will be no major changes until 2015.

Our Regimental links to the county of Surrey remain
strong. The Boroughs of both Waverley and of Epsom
and Ewell have granted the Freedom to The Princess
of Wales’s Royal Regiment. These will be exercised on
14th June at Epsom and 15th June at Farnham by the 2nd
Battalion The Princess of Wales’s Royal Regiment. The
battalion will also exercise the right in Kingston upon
Thames (first granted to The East Surrey Regiment in
1944) and on 25th June (Armed Forces Day) in Reigate.

During the winter months your museum has been
transformed thanks, in part, to the generous grant of
£48,700 from the Heritage Lottery Fund. The story of
our Regiment has been explained in greater detail and
both The Queen’s Regiment and The Princess of Wales’s
Royal Regiment given greater prominence. We have re-
named the Museum” The Surrey Infantry Museum”. My
thanks and congratulations to both Major Tony Russell
and Ian Chatfield for so much hard work resulting in a
museum that ensures our Regimental history is well
displayed in Surrey. Both Tony and Ian would want me
to thank all the volunteers who willing gave up so much
time and effort. Without them the project would not
have been possible. Do try and visit the Museum. Also
included with this Newsletter is an insert asking you
to join FOSIM (Friends of Surrey Infantry Museum).
Please consider supporting this initiative. You will also
need to fill in another insert cancelling your Association
Newsletter subscription.

Thanks to Les Wilson’s sterling efforts the website has
been updated and Les has now put on The Regimental
Marches.

As explained elsewhere in this Newsletter the governance
of the Museum will change from 30th June when it will
merge with The Princess of Wales’s Royal Regiment and
Queen’s Regiment Museum Trust. May I, on all your
behalf, pay tribute to all those who have contributed so
much to the museum over the years especially: Colonel
Toby Sewell, Colonel Mac McConnell, Colonel Peter
Durrant and of course Lieutenant Colonel Les Wilson —
and in more recent times Colonel Nicolas Davies.

By the time you read this Newsletter, we will have had
our main 350th Anniversary Service at the Cathedral
on Sth June. You will see in this Newsletter another
article reminding us that we are the Oldest Infantry
Line Regiment of England. I might also add that our
successors have richly deserved the title of: The most
decorated Regiment in the Army: Also as part of our
350th Anniversary, we have arranged for the monument
on Putney Heath marking the spot where the Earl of
Peterborough first paraded the Tangier Regiment on 14th
October 1661 to be cleaned and to have The Princess of
Wales’s Royal Regiment badge inscribed on it.

Recently, The PWRR Regimental Support Team have
been giving excellent presentations in various parts
of Surrey on recent action by the regiment in Iraq and
Afghanistan. At the same time they have been raising
funds for ABF The Soldiers Charity and The Princess of
Wales’s Royal Regiment Benevolent Fund. If you know

of an event or location within Surrey that would justify
such a presentation do contact them on: rstcomdpwrr @
hotmail.com

I mentioned at the start that the Regimental Association
would be handing over it’s responsibilities at the end
of the year. How will matters be handled in future?
First, we will hand to the Trustees of The Princess
of Wales’s Royal Regiment and Queen’s Regiment
Museum £300,000 as an endowment to look after the
Surrey Infantry Museum at Clandon Park. Secondly,
we plan to give £50,000 each to Guildford Cathedral,
Holy Trinity Guildford and All Saints Kingston
upon Thames for the long term maintenance of
our Regimental Chapels. We also plan to give at
least £100,000 to our Territorial Trustees so they
can assume some of the responsibilities of funding
branches, maintenance of the website and considering
other requests.

But our overriding consideration has been to ensure that
that requests for benevolence continue to be granted in
the same generous manner as in the past. We therefore,
plan to pass £1,000,000 to The Princess of Wales’s Royal
Regiment Benevolent Trustees with the wish that the
prime purpose is your benevolence. Lastly, as you will
see elsewhere, FOSIM will try to issue a Newsletter to
those who join. Regimental Headquarters The Princess of
Wales’s Royal Regiment as long as there is demand will
assume responsibility for our Union Jack Reunion and I
hope Surrey Royal British Legion will continue to hold
a service at Guildford Cathedral (linked to Armed Forces
Day?) annually.

Lastly, The 1st Battalion The Princess of Wales’s Royal
Regiment, currently stations in Paderborn Germany,
deploys to Afghanistan in late September. They will be
reinforced by many TA from our 3rd Battalion. I know all
of you will wish them the best of luck, support them and
pray for God’s protection.

Tony Ward

President
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The Regimental Charity and Benevolence

The total mid-market value of the Regimental Charity’s
portfolio and cash holdings at 31st December 2010
was £1,924,269; this compared with £1,912,370 at 31st
December 2009.

Benevolence remains the Regimental Charity Trustees’
highest priority. Major John Rogerson, based at RHQ
The Princess of Wales’s Royal Regiment (PWRR)
at Canterbury, continues to administer the Charity’s
individual benevolence cases, albeit he has officially
retired as a civil servant.

During 2010, 51 cases were investigated and 42 individual
grants-in-aid were approved (of these 10 cases were to
former embodied Territorial members). In the majority
of cases the grants were for household expenses, debts
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and rent arrears. The Association helped to provide nine
further electrically powered vehicles, two orthopaedic
chairs/beds and contributed to seven disabled home
adaptations. Of the nine cases not receiving a grant, local
Councils/Charities or other Regimental Charities assisted
five after we had contacted them. Four cases were not
receiving such allowances as attendance, mobility,
pensions credit or rent rebate. The Charity paid out
£31,280 as individual grants-in-aid through RHQ PWRR
and a further £200 was spent to purchase vouchers
as Christmas gifts for annuity holders and one Royal
Hospital Chelsea in-pensioner. The Regimental Charity
also made a grant of £6,000 to the Army Benevolent Fund
the Soldiers’ Charity (ABF).

The ABF provided General Grants totalling £2,679
during 2010. Seven ABF Annuities were administered;
the ABF generously contributed £65 per month per case.
During this period we have renewed or arranged for four
Nursing Home Fees grants, each of £1,560 from the ABF
and £1,000 from the Regimental Charity per year, to be
paid for our old soldiers or their widows to be looked
after. The ABF total grants in support, including annuities
and Nursing Home fees, were £14,379.
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The Princess of Wales’s Royal Regiment
By Major A J Martin

General

We are all in rough waters with countless studies
progressing to bring forward ideas to balance the books.
There are definite changes on the way, some of which will
not be pleasant or sensible but the scramble to provide
savings sometimes leads to decisions that defy logic.

The Regiment has been out of combat (as formed units)
from the latter part of 2010 and will be until 1 PWRR
deploy to Afghanistan in September 2011. This may be
interpreted as a time for quality of life to be restored,
in reality with commitments and training requirements it
would appear that life continues at its normal hectic pace.
There is now a system which records “nights out of bed”
for all ranks and if this reaches a lunatic number the chain
of command is obligated to right it.

We are still fully recruited (just). You will recall that we
put much time, effort and money over a two year period to
achieve this. With the onset of financial cut backs, which
started last year, the Regiment was restricted to a very
low intake of recruits irrespective of whether we recruited
them or they wished to join us. They were channelled off
into other Regiments in the Queen’s Division who had
not been so diligent as us in recruiting. Undaunted we
continue with our excellent recruiting teams spreading
the regimental word. Retention is now the buzz word
to avoid black holes appearing in the rank structures in
these uncertain times, made all the more difficult with
pay freezes and a reduction in allowances.

1 PWRR

The Battalion is commanded by Lieutenant Colonel James
Coote DSO who took over command in September 2010
from Lieutenant Colonel Charlie Sykes. The Battalion is
still based in Paderborn (Germany) and is in the Armoured
Infantry role. Last year the Battalion went on exercise to
to BATUS in Calgary, Canada as part of 20 Armoured
Brigade. This was a tough 6 weeks, building up the
armoured infantry skills in preparation for Afghanistan
in 201 1. Certain areas showed that a skills increase was
required but in general it was an excellent few weeks and
an opportunity to get away from Paderborn.

Life up to deployment will involve many courses and
cadres for all ranks. On deployment the Battalion will
provide various teams/groups for various tasks. Which
will include:

a. Police Mentoring and Advisory Group (PMAG).
This will include deployment of small groups
to train and advise the Afghan National Police
(ANP) at all levels.

b. Rifle companies. Three rifle companies will be
exported to other battle groups with each company
consisting of 6 officers and 104 all ranks.

The PMAG role is high profile and often high risk. Teams
operate alongside the ANP in isolation and are difficult
to reach if an incident happens. This will provide a
great opportunity for all ranks to display their skills and
leadership.

The Battalion team was very successful in the Cambrian
Patrol Competition where they achieved Gold standard.

The Battalion provided groups of soldiers in uniform at
the 200th Anniversary of the Battle of Albuhera in Spain.

2 PWRR

The Battalion is commanded by Lieutenant Colonel
Adam Crawley. It is based in Woolwich in the Public
Duties role and is under command London District. The

Battalion moved from Cyprus to Woolwich in August
2010.

The Battalion moved into a new re-instated Woolwich
Garrison. Accommodation is new and very plush
although modernisation is still required in the Officers’
and Warrant Officers’ and Sergeants’ Messes. Their tasks
include mounting guard at Buckingham Palace, Windsor
Castle, St James’s Palace and the Tower of London. These
are called *Blue Line’ commitments as all ranks wear No
1 Dress (Blues). 2 PWRR are knocked over in the rush by
the Foot Guards when high profile duties are needed (i.e.
State Visits) but they hold the line together for normal
guard duties. This is very high profile and all ranks have
risen to the occasion and produced a high standard of
drill which, as usual, is equal or better than the Guards!

In addition to the Public Duties task they have the Falkland
Islands Duty from May to October 201 1; this will involve
the deployment of 150 strong company groups. This
deployment provides an excellent opportunity for joint
co-operation with the other services and live firing with
the Royal Navy and Royal Air Force.

The Battalion was heavily involved with the Royal
Wedding and provided route liners and the Corps of

Drums.
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Commanding Officer 2 PWRR on horseback for the
Royal Wedding

The Colom Party 2 PWRR on Paradefo: the Royal Wedding

Two Buglers attended the Albuhera 200th Celebrations in
Spain and were a great success.

The Battalion will complete Freedom Marches in June
as follows:-

14 June - Tuesday - Epsom

15 June — Wednesday - Farnham

16 June - Thursday - Crawl-ey

17 June - Friday - Kingston - upon - Thames
19 June - Sunday - Tonbridge

22 June - Wednesday - Brighton

25 June - Saturday - Reigate

These Marches will include the Battalion’s Corps of
Drums and the Minden Band of The Queen’s Division.
All are planned for morning (lunch time).

In addition to all of the above we are very fortunate to
have a battalion on the mainland and they are called upon
to complete many regimental tasks - a luxury we have
not enjoyed for many years.

3 PWRR

The Battalion is commanded by Lieutenant Colonel
Geoff Minton MBE who took over command from
Lieutenant Colonel David Mogg TD in August 2010.
Last year they went to annual camp at Warcop. In spite of
the snow a very successful Christmas Carol Service was
held in Canterbury Cathedral. In addition to the band of
the PWRR, the Fijian Choir from 2 PWRR added another
dimension to the evening and was very popular with the
congregation.

This year will involve an operational deployment and
two annual camps. The Battalion has a commitment to
support | PWRR’s deployment to Afghanistan with 50 all
ranks. They will be mobilised in June and then complete
a pre — deployment Training Camp in Cyprus and go on
operations in August/September. The remainder of the
Battalion will complete annual camp in Cyprus later in
the year. It will be busy year for the whole Battalion.

B Company — The London Regiment

The Company is commanded by Major Richard Tuke
who is well supported by the PSAO Captain Gary Anglin.
The Company is the strongest in the London Regiment
but needs at least two more officers.

The London Regiment formed a composite company,
known as Amiens Company, and it returned from a 6
month deployment to Afghanistan last November. B
Company contributed a platoon to the ORBAT. Future
deployment will be on Op HERRICK (Afghanistan) in
2011 and 2012 with 30 men deploying on each operation.
For those who did not deploy in 2010, annual camp was
in Cornwall (St Mawgan Camp) and this year will be
split between Thetford and Warcop.
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The Museum

By Colonel Nicolas Davies, Chairman of the Museum
Trustees.

You will have read about the changes to the Regimental
Association and Regimental Charity in the President’s
notes; he has also outlined changes taking place to the
Regimental Museum at Clandon. The Museum will in
future be known as ‘Surrey Infantry Museum’ and the
governance of the museum will be undertaken by the
Trustees of the Museum of the Princess of Wales’s Royal
Regiment and Queen’s Regiment at Dover. At Clandon
day to day matters will be overseen by a small management
committee chaired by Colonel David Dickins who has
been appointed as a trustee of the museum at Dover.

There have already been some significant changes to the
museum at Clandon. The President of the Association and
I have felt that we could update and improve the telling of



the story of the Surrey Infantry Regiments and the three
and a half centuries of their history. In agreeing to a new
lease of 25 years at Clandon the National Trust asked
that more prominence could be given to the Onslow
connection and to the military at Clandon. This has been
done alongside enlargements to the displays relating

to The Queen’s Royal Surrey Regiment, The Queen’s

Regiment and The Princess of Wales’s Royal Regiment.

The Regimental Charity Trustees and the Territorial
Charity Trustees have been most generous with grants
towards this refurbishment and we have also been
successful with a bid for Heritage Lottery Funding. From
December 2010 to reopening to the public on 13th March
2011 the Museum underwent major refurbishment and
changes, and its Trustees will hand it over to the new
Trustees on 30th June 2011 confident that it is in good
order.

It only remains for me to thank the many Trustees and
Advisory Committee members over the years for their
dedication and work. I also pay tribute to our Curator Ian
Chatfield and his band of volunteers who help, and I am
sure will continue to help, keep your museum up to the
high standard it is.

ocoQo

A History of the Museum at Clandon

After the formation of the Queen’s Royal Surrey
Regiment in 1959, the ownership and management of
the Regimental Museum artefacts and archives were
vested in a charitable trust, The Queen’s Royal Surrey
Regiment Museum Trust. In 1978, after the closure of the
Regimental Headquarters and the Museum at Kingston
upon Thames, the then Chairman of the Museum
Trustees, Colonel ] W Sewell, entered into negotiations
with the National Trust for a new home for the Museum,
and was offered a lease on generous terms on four
derelict rooms in the basement and two attic store rooms
at Clandon Park House, near Guildford, formerly the seat
of the Earls of Onslow, which had passed to the National
Trust in 1956. The Onslow family had strong connections
with the Regiment, making this a particularly appropriate
as well as convenient site for the Museum’s new home.

After a great deal of work by the Museum Trustees,
Regimental volunteers and the National Trust, the
new Museum opened to the public in April 1981. The
Museum told the story of the Regiment and its people
through the displays of historic artefacts, paintings and
medals and, equally important, provided a first class
research service for scholars and for people investigating
their family history. The Museum sponsored the writing
of several books and supplements on Regimental history
and organised occasional exhibitions both at Clandon
Park and at various towns in the County. During this
period, the Museum gained Ministry of Defence support
as a recognised military museum and subsequently
accreditation under the national Museums Registration
Scheme, both requiring high standards of operation and
conservation.
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In 1997, however, the National Trust informed the
Museum Trustees that they intended to terminate the
Museum’s lease as the rooms were needed to expand the
National Trust’s commercial activities which provided
financial support for the upkeep of Clandon Park. A
search for new premises was started by the then Chairman
of the Trustees, Colonel Peter Durrant and carried on
by his successor, Colonel “Mac” McConnell; many
sites were inspected, but all were either impractical or
beyond the Museum’s financial resources. At this stage,
Brigadier Bob Acworth, then President of the Regimental
Association, reopened negotiations with the National
Trust which culminated in the agreement of a new lease
for the Museum up to 2011, with provisos that use of one
of the Museum rooms be shared with National Trust to
expand their commercial activities, and that the Museum
would refurbish its by now somewhat time-worn displays
and furnishings.

The Regimental Charity agreed to provide financial
support for the refurbishment, and Captain Adrian Birtles
became Chairman of the Museum Trustees to carry it
through. Fortuitously, at this time the National Trust
needed to replace wiring, lighting and ceiling panels
throughout the Clandon Park basement, and the Museum
closed for the 2001 season to allow this work and the
refurbishment to be carried out.

The refurbished Museum opened to the public in March
2002, and was formally inaugurated by the Chairman of
the National Trust, Mr. Charles Nunneley, in the presence
of Mrs. Sarah Goad (Lord Lieutenant of the County
of Surrey), Brigadier Bob Acworth (President of the
Regimental Association) and numerous civic dignitaries
and members of the Regimental family. The Museum
now had completely new showcases, with the displays
re-arranged, some modern electronic equipment, a new
shop and information point and improved facilities for
research. Some further improvements were made in
subsequent years. During this period also, increasing
integration of the Museum'’s activities into those of the
National Trust at Clandon was achieved.

As the end of the Museum lease in 201 | approached, the
National Trust again indicated that they would wish to
put the lease on a more commercial basis if it was to be
renewed. In the preceding article Colonel Nicolas Davies
outlined recent events which led to the modernised
Museum reopening to the public in March 2011 under its
new title, “The Surrey Infantry Museum”, with improved
and re-ordered displays and more use of electronic
equipment.

The future

Our Museum has long been our focal point and this
will continue as we introduce the new Friends of Surrey
Infantry Museum (FOSIM). As you will see elsewhere in
our Newsletter, with the closure of our current Regimental
Association and the end of the Association Newsletter,
payment of an annual Newsletter subscription will cease.
However it is hoped that all of you will consider becoming
a Friend of the Museum. This carries a subscription of

£10.00 per annum. The money collected from subscriptions will be used to maintain the Museum and to help acquire
additional artefacts as well as providing a number of benefits to the Friends.

The Chairman of FOSIM will be Colonel Tony Ward. Members of FOSIM will receive Newsletters, a 10% discount in
the Museum Shop, early notification of artefact disposal as well as priority to attend listed events. You are all invited to
join — see the FOSIM membership application form and the accompanying standing order enclosed with this Newsletter.
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2011 - A Regimental Year To Celebrate!
by Colonel Patrick Crowley
1661 AND ALL THAT

The Princess of Wales’s Royal Regiment (PWRR) is England’s senior infantry regiment — Why? 350 years ago, in
1661, The 1st Tangier Regiment of Foot. later 2nd Foot, was raised on Putney Heath, London, in order to help provide
a garrison for Tangier. This fortress on the northern coast of modern-day Morocco, then known as Barbary, in North
Africa was part of the dowry of Donna Catherina of the House of Braganza, Infanta of Portugal, who was married to King
Charles II the following year. The Regiment was to be later designated the Queen’s after Queen Catherine - on its return
to England it was re-titled ‘our dearest consort, the Queen’s Regiment’. The 1887 Regimental History commented that,
‘Catherine was not a great beauty, but she had pleasing features’.

Charles 11 Catherine of Braganza
Putney Heath

One thousand men, nine companies, were said to have gathered at Putney Heath on the 14th October 1661 and a monument
still stands there to mark the original event (It was erected in 1961 and the author last stood there in 1981, when a
significant memorial ceremony took place with the Chief of Defence Staff present). The command of this Regiment was
conferred on Henry, Lord Mordaunt, (Second) Earl of Peterborough. A letter was sent to him by the King:

‘My Lord Peterborough:-1 am very well satisfied of your care and diligence in the employment you are in, for which
I thank you very heartily. And assure yourself I have seen just a sense of this and all your other services, as you
shall find upon all occasions how much I esteem and value all those who serve me faithfully. I have no more to
add at present only to desire you 1o let those honest men know who are along with you, they shall always be in
my particular care and protection, as persons who venture themselves in my service. And so wishing you a good
voyage | remain

Your very affectionate friend
Charles R’



The Earl had previously raised and financed a regiment for King Charles I during the English Civil War and had helped
an attempted rescue of the King when he was imprisoned by Cromwell. As a result, he lost his estates and was declared
a traitor by the Commonwealth Government. The 1837 Regimental History notes that he was ‘deservedly conferred’
with the Colonelcy of the Queen’s and the Governorship of Tangier — ‘a nobleman who, under the severest trials of his
fortitude and consistency, had shown himself a constant and zealous supporter of monarchical government’. Ironically,
most of the soldiers in his new regiment would have been ex-‘roundheads’ of the disbanded New Model Army. The Earl
had clear orders (here in old English) for the Tangier assignment, which included,

‘And them to fight, kill and slay and subdue to our obedience, and to invade surprize and reduce such Townes, Forts,
Castles, or Countreys as shall declare or meinteine anie hostilities against us, or that may indanger the peace or
securitie of our Clittie or territories aforesaid, and to possesse and strengthen them with Forts or garrisons, raze,
dismantle, or disable them as to you shall seeme expedient, and to arme, discipline, and to enterteine into your
service all such as you shall thinke fitt to receive under your comaund.....’

The officers of our new Regiment were recorded as:

° Colonel - The Right Honourable the Earl of Peterborough.
° Lieutenant-Colonel - Sir James Smith.
. Major - Roger Johnson.
J Seven captains — Ambrose Blake, Palmes Fairborne, Francis Aunesley, Humphrey Colls,
Stephen Belletore, Cuthbert Car and John Clerke.
c Quartermaster — Captain John Nevil.
TANGIER

The Earl of Peterborough embarked with his Regiment and a troop of cavalry, arriving at Tangier on the 29th January
1662. Also on the ships were a few hundred wives — the first official movement of accompanied personnel to an overseas
garrison! The Earl was appointed ‘Captain General, Chief Governor, and Vice-Admiral of our City of Tangier, and of
the ports and coasts adjacent, and any of our dominions and territories, castles and forts, in or near the kingdom of
Tangier, Fez and Morocco, in Africa’. Three other battalions, who had fought for King Charles I in the English Civil War,
were sent to Tangier from Dunkirk and were added to the ‘Queen’s Tangier Regiment’ in 1663 by Earl Peterborough’s
successor, Lieutenant-General Andrew Rutherford, Earl of Teviot.

The Regiment was to defend Tangier
from the Moors for the next 22 years.
It was an important port, commanding
the entrance to the Mediterranean
and it was a useful trading centre.
During most of the Regiment’s period
of garrison duties, a new mole was
constructed, mainly by the garrison, to
protect the harbour from the Atlantic
weather. The initial challenge was to
quarter the defenders as there was only
room for about a third of the force.
There were also concerns amongst the
inhabitants about the English soldiers’
discipline and their fraternisation
with the local women. Even Earl o
Peterborough complained about the officers arguing and neglecting their duties. The local Portuguese were not happy
with the new arrangements and most left Tangier in the British fleet. Maintaining this garrison was expensive. It cost
£75,388 12 shillings and 6 pence a year in 1662, so as the Regiment’s tour continued many short cuts were taken to cut
down this expenditure, including reducing the size of regiments. Terms and conditions of service were not great and as
the years passed, many of the troops succumbed to wounds in action and disease.

The Moors outnumbered the 3000 man garrison by 3:1 and they also received regular support from the Spanish Navy
which helped them by isolating the port at times. Truces were made with the enemy commander, Abd Allah Ghailan,
known as ‘Gayland’ by the troops and described as a ‘bold and ambitious man’, but these were frequently ignored by the
Moors. The first serious clash with the enemy was in May 1662 when a sally of about 500 soldiers attacked an enemy
force close to the walls, however, heavy friendly casualties were sustained. There were frequent but intermittent clashes

and one ambush, in 1664, succeeded in killing the Regiment’s Colonel, the Earl of Teviot, along with 10 officers, 5
reformadoes (reformed officers) and 396 men. By the time of this action, half of the original garrison was dead.

Duties were hard, pay was always in arrears, food was poor and there was no R and R. Childs described the garrison’s
officers as ‘a mixture of old royalists, ex-Cromwellians, Scots, Irish, English, drunkards and men too old and lazy to do
their duty’. Apparently, there was no shortage of drink, women and venereal disease. Samuel Pepys, the famous 17th
century diarist recorded how a girl of 16 ‘had given her disease to 400 of the soldiers’. This was a tough 22 year posting!

BRITISH ARMY REGIMENTS RAISED BY 1661

Apart from our own Ist Tangier Regiment of Foot, the other British Regiments officially raised by 1661 were:

His Majesty’s Own Troop of Lifeguards. (Later The Lifeguards, now the Household Cavalry Regiment). Original
Lifeguard of Charles II in exile during the Commonwealth. Raised 1658. |

His Majesties (or 1st) Regiment of Horse. (Later The Royal Horse Guards, then The Blues and Royals, now The
Household Cavalry Regiment). Originally Berry’s Horse in Parliamentary New Model Army. Raised 1650.

His Majesties Foot Regiment of Guards. (Now Grenadier Guards). Originally a royal regiment of guards. Raised
1656.

Duke of Albemarle’s Regiment of Foot Guards. (Now Coldstream Guards). Originally Monck’s Regiment of Foot
in the Parliamentarian New Model Army. Raised 1650.

The Royal Regiment of Foot. (1st Foot The Royal Scots, the senior infantry regiment of the Line - now part of The
Royal Regiment of Scotland). Independent companies raised 1633.

The Scots Regiment of Foot Guards. (Scots Guards). Royalist Regiment raised 1660.
! » The Tangier Horse. (Later Ist of Dragoons, now The Household Cavalry Regiment).

BATTLE HONOUR ‘TANGIER’
S = The battle honour ‘Tangier, 1662-1680°, is the oldest in the

ANGIERI“ """ /“\'J British Army, and is proudly displayed on the Regimental

Colour of The Princess of Wales’s Royal Regiment. It was
awarded in 1910 to the following 5 regiments:

. 1st (Royal) Dragoons now the Household Cavalry Regiment.

. Queen’s Royal (West Surrey) Regiment now PWRR.

. Grenadier Guards (‘1680 only).

. Coldstream Guards (1680’ only).

. Royal Scots (‘1680’ only) now The Royal Regiment of Scotland.

REGIMENTAL INHERITANCE

General. The PWRR, as the successor of 12 regiments of foot, has many traditions inherited from its forebears. The
main ones related to Tangier and Queen Catherine are mentioned below.

The Paschal Lamb. The paschal lamb was worn as the cap badge of The Queen’s Royal (West Surrey) Regiment and
has been adopted as a key emblem by its successors. It still features on all PWRR
buttons and, of course, the Regimental Colour. It is an ancient Christian emblem
and, at one time, it was falsely thought that it may have been a badge belonging to
the House of Braganza. It is unlikely to have been worn in Tangier, but its origins
as a badge for the Regiment is not certain and it was only identified as a unique
Regimental badge in 1715. The 1967 Regimental History states that:

‘The Paschal Lamb is the oldest of all regimental badges. It is known to
have been worn by the Queen’s before 1685 and may have been adopted as a
Christian emblem in their fight against the Moors in Tangier’.

9



Cypher of Queen Catherine. Queen Catherine is still remembered in the Regiment by
her cypher, the entwined ‘Cs’, displayed on the Regimental Colour and The Colonel’s or
Third Colour.

Regimental Marches. At one time, there was a Tangier’s March, played by the Tangier
Garrison between 1670 and 1684 and only re-discovered by Lieutenant-General J P Riley
in 1985. However, the more well known ‘Braganza’ was the name given to the Regimental
March of The Queen’s Royal Regiment adopted after 1881 from a Portuguese tune. With
the Regiment’s close Royal Navy ties, the Gunnery School at Portsmouth also adopted
the march which still features in the PWRR repertoire of forebear regiments’ marches.

Nickname. The nickname of ‘Tangerines’ was applied to The Queen’s for their service in Tangier.

UNIFORM

There were no Dress Regulations in 1661, much to the chagrin of a modern Quartermaster! The Government did not pay
for regimental uniforms as the Colonel of the Regiment was expected to finance and supply the clothing. Most regiments
wore red, but standardisation did not officially arrive until 1708.

The 1st Tangier Regiment of Foot eventually wore a red jacket with sea-green facings, the colour of uniform at the cuffs
and collar which distinguished regiments from each other, and a white neck cloth. The green was said to be the colour of
the House of Braganza and is still seen today as the background of The Colonel’s or Third Colour of the PWRR. Baggy
breeches and long stockings were worn on the lower body. Most soldiers would have worn a hat or a helmet/pikeman’s
‘pot’, whilst officers wore hats with large plumes! Hair was worn long, though normally cut just below the height of the
collar.

A regiment would normally form up in 3 divisions, one with pikes in the centre and one on each flank armed with swords
and muskets.

An Officer wearing lightweight clothing
for a hot climate; in Regimental dress he
would have worn a crimson coat richly
laced and buttoned.

A musketeer with matchlock and
bandolier of cartridges.

The Sergeant is wearing a hat similar in style to the
officers and he is armed with a halberd.

0 (All three drawings by Bryan Fosten)

1811 - THE BATTLE OF ALBUHERA

200 years ago, on the 16th May 1811, forebears of the Princess of Wales’s Royal Regiment served in the bloody battle
of Albuhera, Spain, during the Peninsular War.

THE PENINSULAR WAR 1808-1814

There was a brief 14 months of peace after the French Revolutionary War before Napoleon declared war on Great Britain
in 1803. At Trafalgar, in 1805, Nelson removed the threat of invasion to our country, but the Napoleonic War would
continue until Bonaparte was finally defeated at the Battle of Waterloo in 1815. Other countries, including Austria,
Prussia, Russia, Sweden and the Neapolitan Government of Sicily fought a series of battles with France across the
breadth of central and eastern Europe. The main British contribution to the War was in Portugal and Spain, in what was
called the Peninsular War.

In 1807, Marshal Junot led a French Army which invaded Spain and Portugal. The Portuguese Regent escaped the
invaders by sailing for Brazil on British ships, whilst, in 1808, the King of Spain was replaced as the Spanish monarch
by Napoleon’s brother, Joseph. Both countries’ populations were incensed, rose against the French and appealed to the
British for help. The French Army was impressive and they had 65,000 troops in Portugal with a further 80,000 in Spain,
however, they were widely spread in difficult and hostile terrain. The Spanish, in particular, made good use of guerrilla
tactics and this was an opportunity for a British professional expeditionary force to achieve a significant effect against
‘the Monster’s’ forces.

Following initial allied success against Junot in Portugal in 1808, Napoleon intervened personally, compelling the force
under Sir John Moore to withdraw to Corunna, on the north-west coast, for evacuation by the British Fleet. The French
Marshal Soult was defeated in January 1809 and the troops successfully withdrawn, despite the death of Moore. The
action allowed the Spaniards to build up their strength elsewhere and, in April, Sir Arthur Wellesley, later to be known as
the Duke of Wellington, arrived in Lisbon, Portugal, and took command of the allied force.

The historian, Napier, described British achievements in the Peninsular which,

‘won 19 pitched batiles and innumerable combats, had made or sustained 10 sieges and taken 4 fortresses; had
twice expelled the French from Portugal, once from Spain; had penetrated France and killed, wounded or captured
200,000 enemies-leaving of their own number 40,000 dead, whose bones whiten the plains and mountains of the
Peninsula’

Eight of the PWRR’s 12 forebear regiments of foot fought in the Peninsular campaign. They earned the battle honours
of Vimiera, Corunna, Douro, Talavera, Barrosa, Ciudad Rodrigo, Badajoz, Almaraz, Salamanca, Vittoria, Pyrennes,
Nivelle, Nive, Orthes, Toulouse, Peninsula and, most significantly from our perspective, Albuhera. It is not surprising
that Albuhera is one of the PWRR's Regimental Days.

FOREBEAR REGIMENTS

Three PWRR forebear regiments were to fight at Albuhera. They were still known by their seniority numbers as regiments
of the Line, though in 1782, county titles had been allocated:

» The Buffs (East Kent Regiment). (Later The Buffs (The Royal East Kent Regiment)). The Buffs’ Grenadier
Company had fought with Moore at Corunna. With Wellington, they had taken part in the Passage of the
River Douro and the Battle of Talavera, where Wellesley became Viscount Wellington. At Albuhera, they were
to fight under Lieutenant-Colonel William Stewart in the 1st Brigade of Lieutenant-Colonel John Colborne
within the 2nd Division of Major-General William Stewart.

*  2nd Battalion 31st (Huntingdonshire) Regiment. (Later The East Surrey Regiment). This battalion was only
raised in 1805. The 2/31st were also at Talavera, which was the second bloodiest battle of the War after
Albuhera. They earned great praise as part of Mackenzie’s Brigade, but lost 250 men killed in the 2 days of
fighting. At Albuhera, they fought under Major Guy L’Estrange alongside The Buffs in the same 1st Brigade.

e 57th (West Middlesex) Regiment. (Later The Middlesex Regiment). The 57th joined the allied force after the
Battle of Talavera, landing in Lisbon in July 1809. They were bystanders in the Battle of Busaco. Lieutenant—
Colonel William Inglis commanded the battalion within the 3rd Brigade of Stewart’s 2nd Division.

THE BATTLE OF ALBUHERA

Having defeated Austria, Napoleon planned, in 1810, to finish Spain. However, as Napoleon started to gather resources
and troops for potential action against Russia his 2 armies were obliged to withdraw from Portugal at the beginning of
1811 and no more French reinforcements were available. Marshal Massena faced Wellington on the Portuguese/Spanish
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Relaunching of the Museum at the President’s Reception, May 2011 The Spring Golf Society Meeting

Left: In the Marble Hall during the Reception:
(L-R): Colonel Patrick Crowley,
Lance Corporal Johnson Beharry VC,
The Chairman of Surrey County Council,
and The Association President

Mike Power receives yet another trophy

The Regimental Association Annual Reunion, November 2010
Right and below: Museum volunteer

staff showing guests around the new
Museum displays

Right: Major General Mike Reynolds
presents the President with a Northern
Ireland rubber bullet for the displays,
under the close supervision of
Brigadier Tony Ling




border in the region of Almeida, Fuentes De Onoro and Ciudad Rodrigo, whilst Marshal Soult’s army was deployed
further south, in an area east of Elvas, Badajoz and Albuhera.

In April 1811, Wellington besieged Almeida and had to deal with Massena’s attempt to relieve the town. A confrontation
took place at Fuentes De Onoro between 2nd and Sth May 1811. The result was indecisive, though the French failed to
advance into Portugal, they managed to extract their Almeida garrison. Meanwhile, the allied army, 120 miles further
south, commanded by General Beresford, had been besieging Badajoz since 5th May and then had to prepare to withstand
Marshal Soult’s French relief force, coming from the east. This clash occurred at Albuhera (now called Albuera).

The allied army at Albuhera was approximately 33,000 strong, mainly consisting of about 9,000 British troops, 9,000
Portuguese and 15,000 Spanish. They faced 25,000 Frenchmen. The main allied formations, supported by 7 cavalry
regiments and 6 gun batteries, were

e 2nd Division of three brigades:
o Colborne’s (which included The Buffs and the 2/31st).
0o Abercrombie’s
o Houghton’s (which included the 57th).
e 4th Division of three brigades:
o Moyer’s Fusilier Brigade.
o Kemmis’s.
o Harvey’s.
*  Hamilton’s Portuguese Division of four brigades:
o Foseca’s.
o Campbell’s.
o Alten’s Independent German.
o Collin’s Independent Portuguese.
e Combined Spanish Armies: The 4th (Andulucian) Army Expeditionary Corps under General Blake and Sth
(Extremaduran) Army commanded by General Castanos:
o Three Infantry divisions and one brigade, supported by cavalry and 2 gun batteries.

Marshal Soult’s French Expeditionary Force, supported by more skilful and numerous cavalry and artillery, were divided
into:

e Girard’s Division.

e Pepin’s Division.

*  Werle’s Brigade.

*  Godinot’s Brigade.

e Latour —Mauberg’s Reserve Cavalry.

Beresford reached the battleground on the afternoon before the action, but his combined force only came together,
finally, to resist the French during the morning of the battle, deploying just to the west of Albuhera on raised ground.
The Spanish were on the right of the line, the British in the centre with the bulk of the Portuguese on the left. Alten’s
Germans were placed in the village.

The French assaulted on the morning of the 16th. They appeared to be threatening the village, as Godinot’s Brigade
moved north-west towards it and, consequently, Albuhera was reinforced by 2 Spanish battalions. Beresford believed
that he was being attacked in the centre and that the French would approach from the east against his right. Soult’s feint
worked as, suddenly, French cavalry were seen approaching from the south, supported by 19 battalions of French infantry.

Blake was ordered to face south, but he only partly obeyed as he still believed that the bulk of the French would come
froni his east. Thus the defence facing south was too weak and it ended up confronting what was, arguably, the strongest
French attack of the War — 8,400 men in two divisions, which would start to roll up the allies’ right flank.

The Spanish stood and fired bravely, helping to slow the enemy’s momentum. Meanwhile, Stewart’s 2nd Division -
Colbornes’ Brigade in the lead — came up on the Spanish right flank. Colborne’s troops fired and launched a bayonet
attack into the west flank of the French, Girard’s Division, as the enemy pushed north and seemed to be achieving good
results. The allied force was, potentially, regaining the initiative when, suddenly, a thunderstorm ensued.

Under the cover of the bad weather, which put many muskets out of action, two regiments of enemy cavalry, Polish
lancers and French Hussars, tore into the flank of Colborne’s troops, almost annihilating three of his battalions, including
The Buffs, which was the most exposed unit. Confusion created by the bad weather, poor clarification of orders and slow
identification of the enemy led to a desperate situation for The Buffs. One soldier’s experience,
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‘I was knocked down by a horseman with his lance, which luckily did me no serious injury. In getting up I received
a lance in my hip. And shortly after another in my knee, which slightly grazed me. I then rose, when a French
soldier hurries me to the rear a few yards, striking me on the side of my head with his lance.’

The Buffs suffered a staggering 85% casualties on 16th May 1811 and lost the Regimental Colour to the enemy. 16
year-old Ensign Thomas was carrying it and shouted, ‘Rally on me, men, I will be your pivot’ when he was struck down,
crying, ‘Only with my life’. The lancers duly obliged, as their commanding officer’s brother rode off carrying their prize.
Meanwhile, an injured 15 year-old Ensign Walsh clutched the King’s Colour which was then gathered by Lieutenant
Latham. An enemy Hussar sabre blow slit Latham’s face almost in two and severed one of his arms yet he still managed
to retain the Colour close to his body, screaming, ‘I will surrender it only with my life’. An unrecognisable, barely alive,
Latham was found after the battle, covered in blood, but still clutching the King’s Colour.

Only the 2/31st, who were the furthest away from the charge, managed to
form square and repel the enemy cavalry. Major L’Estrange had maintained a
disciplined battalion in good order and his ‘Albuhera Square’ continued to be
practised by the Regiment until 1856. Wellington later commented,

‘There is one officer, Major L’Estrange of the 31st, whom I must recommend
in the strongest manner for promotion in some way or other. After the
other parts of the same brigade were swept off by the cavalry this little
battalion alone held its ground against all colonnes en masse.’

The two other brigades of the 2nd Division now came into play, as six
battalions, including the 57th, formed up in line behind the Spanish facing
south, linking up with the 2/31st. A tricky passage of lines took place as the
British battalions now found themselves facing the French, who were also
regrouping. Both sides were attempting to occupy the ridge that the Spanish
had just vacated, as the British two-ranked line faced the French columns and
vicious volley fire ensued. The brigade commander was an early victim who
had to be carried from the field and replaced by the Commanding Officer,
Lieutenant-Colonel Inglis, of the 57th who had already had his horse shot
dead under him. The British infantry were able to focus more of their musket fire on the French because of their chosen
formation, but the French returned fire and had additional artillery support. This was, arguably, the bloodiest clash of fire
during the Peninsular War. An account referring to the 57th,

Lieut -General Sir Guy L'Estrunge, K.CB

....our ranks were at some places swept away by sections...Our line at length became so reduced that it resembled
a chain of skirmishers in extended order; while from the necessity of closing in towards the colours, and our
numbers fast diminishing, our right flank became still further exposed.’

The 57th had already earned an unenviable nickname of ‘The Steelbacks’ because of the use of frequent flogging to
maintain discipline. However, at Albuhera, they were to earn one of the most famous nicknames in the British Army —
The *Die-Hards’. Modern historians dispute the exact origin of the nickname, but it has been long-recorded in Regimental
histories as the cry of the 57th’s commanding officer, Inglis, as he exhorted his men with ‘Die Hard 57th! Die Hard!’.
At least 19 musket holes were counted in the Regimental Colour after the battle and there were 66% casualties in the
battalion. The Regiment was, eventually, to gain the unique distinction of having the name ‘Albuhera’ placed within its
cap badge.

As stalemate occurred between the two foes, the balance of victory was left to one final assault. Lieutenant-Colonel
Hardinge, a staff officer who was also a 57th man, controversially seized the initiative, rode to General Cole’s 4th
Division and persuaded the commander to advance against the enemy and relieve the 2nd Division. Without any orders
from Beresford, Myers’ Fusilier Brigade and the 4th Division’s Portuguese Brigade were to break the stalemate as they
took the flanks of the French columns. Despite French doggedness and another attack by their lancers, victory went to
the allies after further heavy casualties.

The day was Beresford’s, though the cost of the 4 hour-long battle had been extremely high. British casualties were
mainly amongst the infantry and amounted to 39%, whilst the French suffered 26%. However, the French had failed to
relieve Badajoz. Marshal Soult was to comment,

There is no beating these troops, in spite of their generals! I always thought them bad soldiers, now I am sure of
it! For I turned their right, pierced their centre, they were everywhere broken, the day was mine, and yet they did
not know it, and would not run.’
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THE BATTLE HONOUR

Albuhera was awarded as a battle honour to the following
regiments:

Previous Name Current Name

3rd (The Prince of Wales’s) Dragoon Guards
4th (Queen’s Own) Regiment of Dragoons

The Royal Scots Dragoon Guards (Carabiniers and Greys)
The Queen’s Royal Hussars

13th Regiment of (Light) Dragoons The Light Dragoons

3rd Foot - The Buffs PWRR

Royal Regiment of Fusiliers
The Royal Welsh

7th Regiment of Foot (Royal Fusiliers)
23rd (Royal Welsh Fusiliers) Regiment of Foot

28th (North Gloucestershire) Regiment of Foot The Rifles
29th (The Worcestershire) Regiment of Foot Mercian
31st (Huntingdonshire) Regiment of Foot — PWRR

Later East Surreys

34th (Cumberland) Regiment of Foot Duke of Lancaster’s

39th (The Dorsetshire) Regiment of Foot The Rifles

48th Foot (The Northamptonshire) The Royal Anglians
66th (Berkshire) Regiment of Foot The Rifles

57th (West Middlesex) Regiment of Foot PWRR

60th (Royal American) Regiment of Foot The Rifles

REGIMENTAL INHERITANCE

The Regimental Day and the Silent Toast. Albuhera is a key PWRR Regimental Day. It is said that after Albuhera, the
57th’s survivors inaugurated the Silent Toast to the ‘Immortal Memory’. Since that time, on 16th May every year, officers
and SNCOs have stood intermingled within a circle and individually drunk out of a ‘cup’ to the ‘Immortal Memory’,
usually following words by the senior officer present. This is to remember those who fell at the battle and those who
have fallen since. The original silver cup is reputedly made from the 57th’s officers’ silver accoutrements, such as their
gorgets, and has the medal of the longest-living survivor, Colour Sergeant Henry Holloway mounted within it. He was a
drummer aged only 11 at Albuhera.

Nicknames. Whilst the 57th earned the nickname ‘Die Hards’, The Buffs became known as the ‘Resurrectionists’
because of the speed with which they recovered after the battle, despite their casualties.

The Latham Silver Centrepiece. Each of the PWRR battalions has a very poignant and popular silver centrepiece. It
shows Lieutenant Latham’s defiance as he defends The Buffs’ King’s Colour against the French Hussars.

Steady The Drums and Fifes Picture. One of the most famous of Lady Butler’s paintings is ‘Steady the Drums and
Fifes’. This is another popular heirloom with the Regiment which portrays the 57th Drums and Fifes with part of the rest
of the Regiment and their Colonel in the distance. They are waiting, under fire, for the order to advance. It was painted
in 1897.

Affiliation with The Royal Regiment of Fusiliers. It was a sergeant of The Royal Fusiliers, Sergeant William Gough,
who regained the Regimental Colour of The Buffs; he was commissioned for this action. Our affiliation with the modern
day Royal Regiment of Fusiliers comes from this event.
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Visit to Albuhera 13-17 May 2011
By Major Paul Gray

As you will have read in Colonel Patrick Crowley’s
article, The 2/31st Regiment fought at the Battle
of Albuhera. The 31st Regiment (Huntingdonshire
Regiment) later became the East Surrey Regiment.
RHQ PWRR organised a visit to Albuhera to celebrate
the 200th anniversary of the Battle, and 97 of us
enjoyed three days of wreath laying, commemorations,
battlefield tours and parades. There were large parties
of Buffs, Middlesex Regiment and Fusiliers (both Royal
and Royal Welsh); sadly no one from the East Surrey
Regiment was able to come, so I represented the East
Surreys, having served with 1 Surreys for six months
in 1958 in Cyprus and Benghazi, when 1 Queen’s in
Germany, sent a Company to join |1 Surreys.

We first visited the English Cemetery at Elvas, just
over the border in Portugal. General Houghton, who
commanded the Brigade in which the 57th Regiment
fought, was very badly injured at Albuhera, and died of
his wounds; and General Beresford asked the Governor
of Elvas if they could bury General Houghton there. Two
other officers who died of wounds in the Battle are also
buried there; and there is one other English grave of a
much later date.

The Cemetery occupies a lovely place in one of the
Bastions on the Eastern wall, overlooking the plain of
Badajoz, and not far below the Castle. Just below the
cemetery is the Hermitage of St. Joao da Corujeiro,
founded by the Friars of St John’s Hospitallers in 1228,
and subsequently rebuilt after an earthquake in the 18th
Century. The cemetery and Hermitage, now a Chapel,
are maintained by The Friends of the British Cemetery.
Major Ian Holden who served with | Surrreys in Tel e
Kebir, had joined us at the Cemetery, and having more
claim to have been an East Surrey, laid a wreath from the
East Surrey Regiment at the memorial to those Regiments
who fought at the Battle. After the ceremonies we had
lunch provided by The Friends of the Cemetery in the
cloisters of an old monastery, later a barracks for the
Portuguese Army, and now a military museum.

The next day was for the battle field tours. In the morning
we went around the walls of Badajoz, and were shown
the places where the attacks had taken place, and where
the final entry was made, on 6th April 1812. In the
afternoon we went to the site of the Battle of Albuhera.
The ground is now vineyards and one field is much
like the next one! However we were shown the area
where it is likely that the 2/3 st Regiment, on the left of
Colborne’s Brigade, was able to form square against the
charge of the Polish Lancers, which had so badly cut up
the Buffs. On return to Badajoz we had a grand dinner
to which the Regiment had invited a number of guests
including the representative of The Colonel-in-Chief
Queen Margrethe, and the British Ambassador.

2731 Foot
Huntingdonshire
(Later became)

Fhe East Surrey Regiment

the rest of the Brigade was swe
aff by cavalry, this lithe Battalion alone
held its ground *
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Major Paul Gray by the Albuhera Memorial

The final day, 16 May, the day of the battle, we attended
the special ceremonies in the village of Albuera. (This is
the correct spelling of the Spanish village). The Spanish
Army was on parade, with members of a military re-
enactment society (British and Spanish) and many
dignitaries. After speeches, wreath laying, flag raising and
local girls dancing, we moved down to the Regimental
memorial which had been opened at a similar ceremony
ten years before. Wreaths were laid on behalf of PWRR,
The Buffs, The Fusiliers, The East Surrey Regiment (by
me) and the Middlesex Regiment.

Canon Christopher Tuckwell at the service

It was an excellent visit; everything went well and we
were very lucky with the weather which was hot, dry
and with the occasional gentle breeze. (The presence of
Canon Christopher Tuckwell probably had much to do
with the good weather!).

o00o
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The Surreys’ Debt to the RAF’s Desert Air Force
By Bryn Evans

While undertaking research for my book on the East
Surreys in WW2, “Fighting for Every Mountain”, I
was troubled to understand a recurring conundrum
throughout the Tunisian and Italian campaigns. Despite
the German forces and their defences being favoured by
the mountainous terrain, from late 1942 until the final
victory in May 1945, the Allies continually won every
major battle. Yet it seems that histories of that time and
campaign veterans speak consistently of the German
soldiers’ professionalism and training, and of their
superior weapons and equipment. Most problematical
of all is that the Allied armies hardly ever enjoyed a 2:1
advantage in ground troops, and were often outnumbered.

After Cassino the Allies’ 5th and 8th Armies even lost
some of their best divisions, transferred to the north west
Europe front. It can be argued that the Allies in both
Tunisia and Italy, through the breaking of the Germans’
Enigma code, had better intelligence, and overall
employed greater flexibility and innovation in their
tactics. Certainly the Allies’ offensive strategy, compared
with Hitler’s ‘defend to the last man’ mindset, put Allied
troops on the front foot. But to explain the repeated
successes over two and half years, was there something
else?

That something else was Allied air support, particularly
the RAF’s Desert Air Force (DAF). The Luftwaffe, first
in Tunisia then in Italy, was largely driven from the
sky. Many of the Allies’ anti-aircraft units became near
superfluous. Some never saw a Luftwaffe plane in their
time in Italy, and were redeployed to use their guns in
artillery support. Air superiority gave Allied troops a fire
power edge, which their numbers on the ground so often
lacked.

By the later stages of the Tunisian campaign, Allied
air power had near destroyed the Luftwaffe in North
Africa. Commenting on the final offensive to take Tunis,
Roderic Owen of the DAF said, “By May 8 the enemy
had only two aerodromes left in the Cape Bon peninsula.
Throughout the day they could fly a mere sixty sorties
over Tunisia....”, while the Allies’ DAF and Tactical Air
Force bombers and fighter-bombers were flying around
2,500 sorties a day. Within a day or two there were no
Luftwaffe planes in the air.

In Sicily the mountain town of Randazzo, a lynchpin
in the German lines, felt the full impact of a combined
onslaught by the Allies’ artillery and air strikes. The
Surreys’ Lieutenant Woodhouse wrote in a letter home,
“The devastation is absolutely staggering, the Luftwaffe
is a child’s toy compared with the Allied Air Forces out
here.”

In his history of the Surreys’ 78th Division in the Italian
campaign, Cyril Ray described the aerial bombardment
which preceded the third battle for Cassino:

“For over three hours the machines went over in waves —
Fortresses and Liberators, in formations of eighteen and
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thirty-six...... over a thousand aircraft ...blasted Cassino
with 1,100 tons of metal, while 300 fighter-bombers, with
as many fighters as cover, attacked targets immediately
nearby. There was no such opposition from either enemy
aircraft or flak.”

On 9 April 1945 8th Army’s battle for the Argenta Gap
and the River Po commenced at 1.50 pm, when the Allied
Strategic Air Force, and the RAF’s Desert Air Force
(DAF), began an unprecedented bombardment of the
German defences. For more than an hour and a half, 8§25
heavy bombers dropped 175,000 fragmentation bombs,
1,692 tons of explosives, on enemy gun positions, and
on defences which blocked 8th Army’s planned attack
points. Simultaneously a thousand fighter-bombers
carried out pin-point, low level strikes on machine gun
and mortar positions, ammunition dumps, and anything
trying to move.

An artillery bombardment followed for 42 minutes,
which was a normal pre-cursor before a ground attack,
which the Germans would have been expecting. However
before they could emerge from their dug-outs, they were
immediately hit for a further 10 minutes by another wave
of fighter bombers, flying so low they barely appeared
to clear the flood-banks and dykes. Without a pause four
more identical waves of artillery bombardment, followed
by fighter-bomber strikes in similar duration, went in.
From beginning to end the battering lasted around five
and a half hours. It was what we now term ‘shock and

)

awe .

The commander of the German 98th Division, General
Reinhardt, a veteran of the Russian Front, said it was
the worst bombardment he had ever experienced. Planes
peeled off in turn from their ‘sky cab-ranks’ to strike
anything they could see, a vehicle, a tank, even a single
German soldier.

The Allies’ air bombardments in the Italian campaign
became increasingly brutal, massive and incessant.
Neither were they inhibited by the present-day emphasis
on striving for precision strikes on military targets only,
and avoiding civilian casualties. Infrastructure such as
roads, bridges, rail tracks, trains, ports, factories etc were
systematically targeted.

So how did the Allies’ air superiority equate to an
equivalent number of divisions on the battlefield? On this
there were differing opinions, but it was clearly significant.
One conclusion is certain. Without this overwhelmingly
dominant air support, the Surreys and other Allied forces
would have incurred many more losses.

A fascinating account by someone who served with the
DAF throughout North Africa and Italy, Roderic Owen,
can be found in the book “The Desert Air Force”, the first
authoritative history of the DAF (Hutchinson & Co Ltd,
London, 1948). My book on the Surreys in the Tunisian
and Italian campaigns, “Fighting for Every Mountain”, is
currently with publishers, and is planned for publication
later this year.
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Regimental Golf Society Spring Meeting

We were blessed with good weather for the 81st meeting
at Sudbrook Park, Richmond where, once again, we were
very well looked after by the Club. This year’s meeting
attracted 18 playing and four non playing members,
including Chris Reeves who had just arrived from
Australia. We have changed timings so that those coming
from a distance can have a later morning start thereby
avoiding rush hour traffic and the early indications are
that this new format seems to be well received. Having
gathered at 1100 we held the AGM and this was followed
by the putting competition. After a good lunch, and
liquid sustenance, the serious business of negotiating the
delights of Sudbrook Park commenced. Results were as
follows:

Challenge Cup

M J Power 76 gross
Dodgson Trophy

Col T L Trotman 73 net

Heales Memorial
C M Howard 28 pts

Veterans Halo
M J Power 44 pts

Harry Adcock Putting Trophy
Col J] G W Davidson -2

Sweep

Ist H P Mason
2nd Col J Holland
3rd Col J W Sewell

The Society’s Autumn Meeting will take place on
Wednesday 5th October 2011 at Woking Golf Club, and
the 2012 Spring Meeting will be at Sudbrook Park on
Thursday 10th May.

The annual match against The Royal Hampshire
Regimental GS will take place at High Post GC on 22nd
September 201 1.

oQo

Calling all Queen’s Royal Surreys to the Marne!!
By Richard Adams

Ask anyone these days what they know about the First
World War and they will say the trenches, Somme, Ypres,
Gallipoli, Paschendale etc. Few know much about the
Ist Battle of the Marne in 1914 fought by the British
Expediticnary Force. Both the Ist Bn Queens (Royal
West Surrey Regiment) and Ist Bn The East Surrey
Regiment were part of the BEF and fought in this great
battle and it is a well earned battle honour.

Would you like to join a party of Royal Fusiliers on our
annual trip to commemorate the battle from Ist to Sth
September? You would be most welcome together with

wives and friends. We have been going for a number of
years as ambassadors of our Regiment and you would be
acting in the same capacity for yours. Based in Epernay
we always enjoy an absolutely cracking trip to the
beautiful Champagne region of France, being a part of
the Western Front seldom visited by others.

A bit of history to whet your appetites. After the BEF
deployed to France in August 1914 — in the war that
was going to be over by Christmas remember! — it first
engaged the enemy at Mons. The German thrust through
Belgium was numerically huge and part of their plan to
knock the Western Allies swiftly out of the war before
turning east to concentrate on the Russians. The French
and us were unaware of this but were nevertheless
surprised to be facing two large German armies.

The BEF while small comprised entirely regulars and
recalled reservists who man for man were the best soldiers
by far in the war at that time. The Germans received a
severe bloody nose at Mons due to the high standard
of British musketry causing the enemy to believe they
were facing machine guns rather than rifles. Nevertheless
weight of numbers forced the allies into the long retreat
from Mons.

Back they went in a hot late August fighting holding
actions at Le Cateau and elsewhere before reaching the
Mamme to the east of Paris. Superb discipline held the BEF
together as reinforcement and resupply were stretched
to the limits. The German armies swung north rather
than south of Paris contrary to what it was believed they
intended. They blundered in this respect but themselves
were running out of steam as their rapid advance stretched
their lines of communication and supply. The French
commander Joffre also realised that the two German
armies had allowed a gap between them to form.

After an emotional plea to the initially hesitant BEF
CinC French, to turn with the French armies and attack
the enemy this is what happened and the Germans were
driven back to the Aisne. There they dug in and trench
warfare as we know it began. It was a close thing. Had
we broken through the war might have been won then
and there. On the other hand the early stages of the Marne
battle were touch and go and had it been lost France would
have fallen and the war doubtless lost also. Whether the
remains of the BEF could have been extricated who
knows?

So when we commemorate this battle we also celebrate
an outstanding military success of which there were
precious few in WW1. We are invited by the French to
attend every year as brothers in arms. Obviously a battle
that saved their country means a lot to them and they truly
appreciate the part played by the BEF all those years ago.

There are ceremonies we attend including the main one on
Sunday 4th September which is followed by an excellent
lunch. There remains ample time though to enjoy what
lovely Epernay has to offer in good company.

If you would like to come or have some questions please
contact Richard Adams the Royal Fusilier co-ordinator
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