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Diary Dates
2012

10th February SOBRAON DAY (1846).

18th April The East Surrey Regiment Officers’ Reunion Lunch.

23rd April YPRES DAY (1915).

10th May Golf Society Spring Meeting ~ Sudbrook Park.

16th May ALBUHERA DAY (1811).

(date tbc) 5 Queen’s OMA Annual Dinner — Farnham. Details from: I Chatfield, 13 Wood Road,
Farncombe, Surrey GU7 3NN.

Ist June THE GLORIOUS FIRST OF JUNE (1794).

24th June Surrey Joint Services’ Charities Church Service to Launch British Armed Forces Week
2012 — Guildford Cathedral 1130 a.m. (see insert).

Ist August MINDEN DAY.

8th September 6th(Bermondsey), 2/6th and 2/7th Queen’s Royal Regiment OCAs Combined Reunion.
SALERNO DAY

East Surrey Regiment OCA Reunion - Location TBC.

9th September
6th October

2nd November The Queen’s Royal Surrey Regiment All Ranks Annual Reunion - Union Jack Club.

(sce insert)

20th December BRITISH BATTALION DAY (1941).

o0o

Covers:

The Regimental Association’s official commemorative event to mark the 350th Anniversary of the raising of the
Regiment took place at Guildford Cathedral on Sunday Sth June. The covers are images (courtesy of Surrey and
Berkshire Media Ltd) of the day. We were delighted to be joined by the Lord Lieutenant and many other dignitaries
from across Surrey for the occasion which was held in conjunction with Surrey Joint Services’ Charities. The
Reverend Canon Christopher Tuckwell, who was formerly a regimental officer, was able to be amongst the clergy
and to participate in the service. The service also marked Surrey Royal British Legion’s 90th anniversary and the
organisation very generously provided a grant towards the cost of the occasion.

After the service the Lord Lieutenant, accompanied by our Association President Colonel Tony Ward and by Colonel
Crowley representing the Colonel of the Regiment, took the salute from the cathedral steps for the Regimental
Association veterans’ march past. While perhaps not as many were present as had assembled on Putney Heath on

14th October 1661, it was nevertheless a moving parade and warmly applauded by the spectators assembled in
front of the Cathedral.

Fortunately the rain which had threatened for much of the morning held off until more than 400 veterans, families
and guests had adjourned to a marquee on the Cathedral Green for liquid refreshments, lunch and speeches. Those
present were also entertained by the PWRR Kohima Band during the course of the afternoon and several hours
passed very swiftly until it was time to disperse.

We are extremely grateful to the Band, which also led the march past, and to the PWRR Regimental Support Team
for all their assistance on the day. The event was also enriched by the presence of members of several re-enactment
societies who paraded in uniform to portray the Regiment over the centuries.
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President’s Notes

On 14th October fifty two years ago, The Queen’s Royal
Surrey Regiment was formed by the amalgamation of
The Queen’s Royal Regiment and The East Surrey
Regiment. The Ist Battalion had new colours presented
in Bury St Edmunds by HRH Prince Philip before
moving to Colchester and then by troopship to Aden for
a year in sand, mountains and sun. This was followed
by two years in the bright lights of Hong Kong before
being posted to Miinster in West Germany where in
1966 the Regiment was re-named (amalgamation by
stealth) The Queen’s Regiment (Queen’s Surreys).
They were happy times, the new regiment was still a
tight knit family - both regular and TA. It was during
this period that we saw the end of National Service.

I remind readers of this background to demonstrate
that the Queen’s Surreys ceased to exist in the Order of
Battle some 44 years ago; but ever since the Association
has provided a conduit for keeping in touch, for the
provision of benevolence and in more recent years for
support to our Museum at Clandon Park. We have been
a wealthy Association (thanks to some large legacies
from our forbear Regiments); both SSAFA and The
Royal British Legion acknowledge that our grants
have been very generous compared to other regiments.
Over the years we have paid out nearly one million
pounds in benevolence grants.

Fifty years ago on 14th October as part of the
Regiment’s tri-centenary celebrations of our forbear
Regiment - The Queen’s Royal Regiment - a monument
was placed on Putney Heath near the spot where The
Earl of Peterborough had first mustered The Tangier
Regiment in 1661. Twenty five years ago the badge of
The Queen’s Regiment was added and this year to mark
350 years the Association (rather our secretary Major
Tony Russell) has had added the badge of the Princess
of Wales’s Royal Regiment. We can be very proud
of our successor regiment who have maintained our
traditions and standards. They have had outstanding
operational successes making them the most decorated
regiment in the Army.

You may well ask why the Association Trustees have
decided to hand over their responsibilities at the end
of this year and why this is the last Newsletter? None
of us are getting any younger and it is always best to
finish whilst the going is good. Nearly 10 years ago the
Trustees determined that the Association should close
in 2010. The youngest Queensman or East Surrey will
be over 70. The Association has received in recent years
no support from the Ministry of Defence and now our
administrative costs are greater than the amount given
in benevolence. The Trustees further felt that it was
sensible to wind down in an orderly manner.

Responsibility for our museum at Clandon was handed
to the Trustees of The PWRR and Queen’s Regiment
Museum at the end of June together with an endowment

of £300,000. As was reported in the last Newsletter,
the Association had previously made a grant of
£50,000 for a refurbishment of the Museum, which
together with £5,000 from the Territorial Trustees and
£48,000 from the Heritage Lottery fund allowed for a
fantastic upgrade and updating. If you have not already
visited the Museum do try to go. We are so fortunate
to have such an outstanding and dedicated curator in
lan Chatfield. Also in the last Newsletter you were
encouraged to join FOSIM (Friends of Surrey Infantry
Museum). I am delighted to report that over 210 have
so far joined. FOSIM will produce a short Newsletter
annually which will in some very small way replace
this Newsletter. If you have not already joined FOSIM
an application form is enclosed.

The most important task of the Regimental Trustees
has been to ensure that our veterans and dependants are
cared for. The Trustees will therefore pass £1,000,000
to the Trustees of the PWRR, with tight conditions, to
ensure that benevolence will continue to be provided
for those who served (and their dependants) in The
Queen’s Royal Regiment, The East Surrey Regiment
and The Queen’s Royal Surrey Regiment for as long
as there is a demand. Do let your dependants know how
you can seek assistance (details contained elsewhere).

£50,000 will be passed to each of Guildford Cathedral,
Holy Trinity (Guildford), and All Saints (Kingston
upon Thames) for the maintenance of our Regimental
Chapels. The remainder of our money, other than
administrative costs of closing down, will be passed
to the TA Trustees who will continue to support our
branches and maintain our website. 5 Queen’s OMA
re-unions in the Drill Hall at Farnham will continue as
will the East Surrey re-union at the Drill Hall in Ewell.
Our thanks to both Ian Chatfield and to John Broome
and his family for all they do in making such excellent
gatherings.

It is intended that the Queen’s Royal Surrey Regiment
All Ranks Reunion will also continue to be held for
as long as there is sufficient demand; the evening of
Friday 2nd November 2012 at the Union Jack Club is
already booked for it so mark your diaries accordingly!
Although we have booked the Union Jack Club for
2012, as at time of writing we do not have anyone to
run the re-union; if you think you can help please let
me know.

Who knows the future? There are certain to be many
changes as a result of the Defence Review but we are
led to believe none will effect us until 2015. Thus while
at the end of 2011 a chapter in the life of our Regiment
will draw to a close after 350 years, the core activities
and the regimental esprit de corps will continue. The
museum at Clandon will provide a focus tor much of
that as well as an enduring memorial to 350 years of
service by the Infantry Regiments of Surrey, and to the
traditions and heritage which are being so ably taken



forward and enhanced by our modern successors.
The story of these centuries of service will also be
available to a wider public through our Regimental
website (the best of any county Regiment) at www.
queensroyalsurreys.org.uk

Before closing, I must pay tribute to the Association
Secretaries over the years - in more recent times:
Lieutenant Colonel Les Wilson MBE, Major John
Rogerson and Major Tony Russell MBE (the task of
closing down is in some ways the most demanding). You
would also want me to thank our Territorial, Museum
and Association Trustees over the years. Particular
mention must be made of Colonel Toby Sewell who
has contributed so much to both the Association and
Museum over the years.

It is always invidious to single out an individual,
nevertheless very special recognition and appreciation
are due to Lieutenant Colonel Les Wilson MBE. He
has served as Association Secretary and as a Trustee
of the Museum, Association and Territorial Charities.
Indeed, no one has contributed more to ensure that the
name, traditions and standards of our Regiment have
been kept alive. Fiercely loyal. full of energy and totally
committed, I doubt if we would have lasted all these
years without Les’s encouragement and example; this
Newsletter includes a “Regimental Timeline” which
he has produced with the assistance of Colonel Patrick
Crowley.

And so to the end; I hope you enjoy this Newsletter
with images reminding you of the past. We all wish
I PWRR currently serving in Afghanistan all good
fortune and God’s protection. 2 PWRR are on public
duties and showing the Household Division our
standard; next year they will be the Olympic security
Battalion. 3 PWRR go from strength to strength; over
the last 10 years some 600 individual reinforcements
have supported operations in Iraq and Afghanistan.

Gill and I wish you all a very happy Christmas and a
good 2012. Thank you all for your support over the
years.

Tony Ward
Colonel (Retd)AC Ward OBE DL
President.
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The Regimental Association is
extremely grateful to
Major J L A Fowler TD who has for

marty years very generously provided
the paper for the Newsletter.

Surrey Infantry Museum

The Museum is now managed by the Trustees of the
Queen’s and PWRR Museum Trust which also looks
after the Queen’s and PWRR Museum in Dover Castle,
Kent. The Clandon Management Group consists of Col
David Dickins (also a Trustee at Dover), Ian Chatfield
(Curator), Dee Hutchison (Secretary), Col Tony Ward
(Chairman of the Friends), and importantly, Jim
Reynolds (RHQ’s Finance Director) who holds and
accounts for the money side. The Group is supported
by a team of on call ‘advisors’, mostly previously
Queen’s Surreys Museum Trustees, representing the
National Trust, the Lightbox in Woking, local council
interests, the former regiments, RHQ PWRR and the
TA.

The new Museum Entrance Lobby

A key part of the future is the Friends of Surrey Infantry
Museum (FOSIM). The primary purpose of FOSIM
1s to support our Museum. Whilst in the immediate
future (next couple of years) our museum is secure,
there is a need to conserve funds and find extra money
to enhance our Museum. We are fortunate in having
a very sizable endowment from The Queen’s Royal
Surrey Regiment Association Trustees of £300.000
together with a 25 year lease from The National Trust
on favourable terms. However, you will be aware of
the constraints on the Defence Budget and there is
no certainty that MOD support will continue in the
medium and long term. We therefore need to build up
our finances — this is the purpose of FOSIM.

It is important to stress what FOSIM isn’t! It is not a
replacement for The Queen’s Royal Surrey Regimental
Association and its Newsletter. As stated previously
the number of members of FOSIM is growing; this
is good news and this gives the museum its future.
Enclosed with this letter are the application form to join
FOSIM and also a Standing Order for the membership
subscription of £10 per annum.

Current FOSIM membership benefits include:-
Newsletter
Membership Card

Discount in the museum shop

Notification of Regimental Events

Invite to Luncheon Club

The benefits will gradually be increased and the more
members the more we can arrange for you, so please
pass the message around. For those who have not
already joined FOSIM enclosed is a black and white
copy of the first FOSIM Newsletter.

A new venture for FOSIM is to introduce a Luncheon
Club. This will consist of a talk by selected speakers
and a Lunch. The Lunch will be supplied by the
National Trust catering staff for us and the talk will
be in the Onslow Room which is part of the Museum.
The cost will be £15.00 per head. Family and Friends
are welcome to come along too:-

Dates already arranged for 2012 are:-

6th March 2012 - Eric Page, Retired police officer -
War Time Prime Ministers

|6th May 2012 - Battle of Albhuera (speaker TBC)
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1661-2011
by Major Paul Gray

The Regimental Association decided that the official
commemoration of the 350th Anniversary of the
foundation of the First Tangier Regiment of Foot, later
to become The Queen's Royal Regiment, and still later
the Princess of Wales’s Royal Regiment, was to be the
Church Service in Guildford Cathedral, march past
and lunch on 5th June 2011.

However it seemed a shame not to commemorate
the actual date of the first parade of The Regiment,
on Putney Heath on 14 October 1661, under the
Colonelcy of The Earl of Peterborough, so several
members of the Regimental Association gathered at
the Memorial on Putney Heath on 14th October 201 ]
to remember the foundation of the Regiment and our
forebears. We were joined by two members of the re-
enactment society, in period uniform c1815, a mounted
Park Warden ex-King’s Troop RHA, and to our great
delight and honour, the CO, the RSM and a bugler
from 2 PWRR.

The gathering, which was to be informal and unofficial,
started at 1200 with a short address by Colonel Toby
Sewell. who spoke about the Memorial, its inauguration
on l4th October 1961, and subsequent rededications.
Colonel Toby spoke movingly of Lieutenant Colonel
Les Wilson, sadly not able to be present with us that
day, who seemed to personify the Regiment, our
history and traditions, and how much the Association
and Museum at Clandon Park owed to him.

The Regimental Monument on Putney Heath which has
this year been cleaned, renovated and had the founding
of The Princess of Wales’s Royal Regiment added to the
inscriptions.

The Bugler then sounded Last Post; Colonel John
Davidson laid a Wreath; Canon Christopher Tuckwell,
a former officer of the Regiment, led us in Prayers,
including the Collects for The Queen’s Royal Surrey
Regiment and The Princess of Wales’s Royal Regiment;
we kept silence for a short time, and then the Bugler
sounded Reveille. The formal (informal!) part over,
we gathered around the memorial for photos.

CO 2 PWRR had most kindly and generously invited
members of the Regimental Association to return with
him to Woolwich for lunch. As we were an all ranks
party the CO had invited some of his WOs to join us
for lunch in the magnificent Officers’ Mess (the old
RA Mess). Before lunch the Battalion Drummers beat
Drummers Taps. We had an excellent lunch, and there
was plenty of conversation about the Army today- and
maybe a bit of what it was like in our day!

We are most grateful to the CO and his soldiers
of 2 PWRR for their support on this unofficial but
nonetheless important occasion.
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Regimental Ramble in Somerset — A Personal Miscellany

By Major Roddy Mellotte

Many years ago whilst sitting in the Head
Master’s House at Downside School in
Stratton-on-the-Fosse, a small village
near Bath where I also live, listening to an
appeal pitch, my eyes fell upon a portrait
of a grand looking lady hanging directly
behind the speaker. Musing about who she
might be, I suddenly began to realise that
her face was familiar, very familiar. Could
it be, yes it could, it was Catherine of
Braganza! What on earth was a portrait of
her doing there? This was briefly explained
to me later and is amplified fully below.
Fascinated though 1 was, I made my
donation and life carried on.

Downside School

This year, some 25 years later and the 350th anniversary of the raising of the Regiment on Putney Heath and when it
seemed that the anniversary might not be marked there, I casually remarked that if nothing else I could always walk
across the road and toast her legacy at Downside, which is also a Benedictine monastery. Since I wanted anyway to
see the portrait again, I sought permission of the Head Master, himself a monk, to go and look and photograph it and
asked for a fuller explanation of Downside’s connection with her. He referred me to the Abbot’s History Assistant,
Dr Simon Johnson, who was clearly a little startled to be asked the question. It just so happened that she had been
an integral part of his degree course on Anglo-Portuguese history at University and for which he gained his PhD and
he assumed that was why I was asking him. It wasn’t, of course, it was just an extraordinary coincidence. | was in
the company of a subject expert! He provided the following information and comment:

“The dowry was concluded in secret negotiations between the Earl of Clarendon and the Portuguese Ambassador
the Conde de Ponte. In 1662, the Infante of Braganga, Catherine, aged 23, married, by proxy, Charles Stuart,
King of England. Her chaplains then included two members of the English College at Lisbon. One was keeper of
the Queen’s Privy Purse and kept an account ledger detailing the payments made by the Queen as Dowager (and
later) Regent 1692 — 1705 (Catherine returned to Lisbon in 1692). In this ledger, mention is made of a subsidy to
‘gentlemen at the garrison of Tangiers’ paid annually and a military ordinance bill, signed by Richard Russell. for
halberds, gunpowder and shot destined for an English regiment at Tangiers.

Some details of the announcement of the marriage to the Lords and Commons and the development of the Tangiers
Regiment follow — note the uniform was billed to their own account! The dowry was never fully paid but Bombay
and Tangiers were annexed by Britain as arranged. Charles clearly had designs on a regiment to defend Tangiers
before the Portuguese Alliance as it was crucial to defending British Mediterranean trade against Spain and piracy:

* May 10, 1661: (State Papers Domestic) marriage contract announced by Charles to the *Princess of Portugal”
— ‘A fleet of 18 or 20 fine vessels will soon set sail, under the Earl of Sandwich, to secure the commerce of the
Mediterranean, and bring those of Algiers and Tripoli to reason.’ Reference to the Arab occupation of colonies
(previously Spanish possessions).

*  October 11, 1661: (Admiralty Papers) c. 48, 49; ‘Account of ships of the navy and merchant ships appointed
to transport men & c., to Tangiers.’

¢ October 28, 1661: (Admiralty Papers) c. 199; ‘Account of provisions ordered by the Council for Tangiers,
September 27, 1661, with list of those ordered over and above the said order, and note of proposals made by
the Earl of Peterborough to the Council, October 28, concerning further provisions required".

* November 4, 1661: (State Papers Domestic), c. 6, ‘Deposition of Thomas Williams, Lieutenant, in the Earl of
Peterborough’s regiment for Tangiers, quartered at Hammersmith.’

* November 20, 1661: (Admiralty Papers) c. 75; ‘Richard Percy, master of the James bound for Tangiers, to
the Navy Commissioners. Has been detained by extreme weather; neither of the ships that came with him has
arrived.’

* November 25, 1661: (Admiralty Papers) c. 102; ‘Captain Francis Allen to the Navy Commissioners. Sails

and cables wanted: is to sail for Dunkirk in a few days to take in soldiers, and then for Tangiers.’

e December 14, 1661: (Admiralty Papers, Ordnance Office) c. 55, ‘Edward Sherburne and Francis Nichols,

officers of ordnance, to the Navy Commissioners. The ordnance stores ordered for the merchant ships for
Tangiers were put on board between November 22 and December 10.

* December 30,1661: (State Papers Domestic) ‘Privy seal for 2,000L to Sir Robert Harlow, for clothes furnished

to his regiment, now employed to Tangiers, to be deducted from their pay.’

e December 31, 1661: (State Papers Domestic) Warrant to the Navy Commissioners to order an estimate of the

charge of victualing and transporting 3,500 landsmen to Tangiers.’
* September ?, 1662: (State Papers Domestic) ‘Account of nine Irish officers dismissed from Tangiers.’

The provenance of the portrait of Queen Catherine at Downside is
vague but some details are certain. It is of the school of Sir Peter
Lely (1618 — 80), an Anglo Dutch artist, himself of the school of van
Dyck. The original, now in the National Portrait Gallery, London,
shows a young Catherine pointing to her recently assumed crown,
framed by Royal Stuart blue hangings besides a contemporaneous
neo-classical scene. How it ended up at Downside remains a mystery.

Catherine’s Privy Purse, administered throughout her time in
England by trustworthy English Catholic gentlemen and protected
by her royal exemption, funded many English priests on the English
Mission including Benedictines and Jesuits with stipends. Amongst
them were several monks from the Benedictine Priory of St Gregory
the Great at Douai in France, Downside’s forbear house until the 18th
Century when it was expelled during the French Revolution moving
initially to Acton Burnell in Shropshire as guests of Sir Edward
Smythe, a former pupil of theirs. Dom Roger Huddleston, who
administered the deathbed conversion of Charles II to Catholicism in
1685, was a Benedictine and ‘Old Gregorian’. Douai was a thriving
University town with a large English Catholic community but it also
served as a nerve centre for the whole English Catholic community
in exile. It is probable, therefore, that the Dowager Queen would
have retained an attachment to St Gregory’s including appointment
of chaplains. The portrait is in any case a fitting link between the patronage of the Braganca and the proud place
English Catholic gentlemen inhabited within court, service and state.”

No mention of Somerset in Regimental terms could be made without reference to Sedgemoor. I therefore do so but
only in two oblique respects. Firstly, to commend to anyone interested in this part of regimental history the truly
excellent battlefield tour run by General Barry Lane each year in aid of the ABF. It is a highly polished presentation
starting in St. Mary’s, Bridgewater, the tower of which served as a Rebel OP and finishing on the site of the battle
including a visit to the church at Westonzoyland which was used as a prison afterwards.

Secondly, when I joined the Regiment, not long amalgamated with the East Surreys, I vividly recall being advised
not to wear the regimental tie in pubs or public in the Sedgemoor area or in Taunton such was the lasting legacy of
enmity since “Kirke’s Lambs” did their brutal business in the former and the consequent “Bloody Assizes” in the
latter. Of course, such advice was long since folklore even then, not least because the amalgamation had produced
a new tie, but it was enough for a friend, (Brigadier) Allan Mallinson, to quote in his recent book “The Making of
The British Army”. Since part of Taunton bears the name “Tangier” to this day, one is bound to wonder how valid
that advice ever was.

Downside has long been what recruiters used to euphemistically call an Army-feeder school because of the number
pupils who went into the Army (as, incidentally, is the case with all the big Catholic schools which could prompt
a discussion as to why this should be). Without listing reams of names, it is worth recording a rare coincidence
of three Old Gregorian commanding officers in succession, namely the last two of | R HAMPS and the first of |
PWRR (Glass. Davies and Reeve-Tucker). Another minor regimental link is that the eminent artist, Lady Butler,
who painted so many famous pictures of military scenes including “Steady the Drums and Fifes” depicting the 57th



at Albuhera, happens to have been the sister of a monk at Downside which from time to time puts on displays of
her pictures, including that one.

The Rogues Gallery:
Left to right: Jarratt, Beattie, Acworth

Some recent Regimental visitors to a party of ours
held at Downside included Mike Jarratt, honorary
Regimental solicitor who, with me, was one of the last
officers to be commissioned into the Queen’s Surreys,
Anthony Beattie and John Acworth, both of whom,
although commissioned into the Queen’s Regiment,
probably qualify as honorary Queen’s Surreys by
family connection. They are in any event the inheritors
of the Regiment.

Our ever shy President, Tony Ward, managed to avoid
the camera but happily Gilly didn’t!

Finally, I can report that the regimental flag still flies
proudly here in Stratton-on-the-Fosse on appropriate
occasions, possibly the last place in the World for it
to do so! Bryan Ray saluted it on 3rd October en route to Clandon and on Friday 14th
October it flew with celebratory ribbons. Pristinae Virtutis Memor.
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Future of the Officers’ Club
By Paul Gray, Chairman of the Officers’ Club

The last Officers’ Club lunch to be organised by the Committee (which really means by Tony Russell) was held
at Clandon Park on 3 October. During his address, our President, Colonel Tony Ward, asked members to let the
Committee have their ideas for the future of the Club, and how the remaining balance of about £6,000 should be
spent.

Previously I had written to the (160) members of the Club, and with, their invitation to the lunch, to our widows
(20), asking for their views about the future of the Club: and I suggested that if officers would like to continue to
meet, say, once a year, then a lunch in London might be a suitable way of doing so. As I live just outside the West
End of London, | do have a certain interest in a lunch in London! However that was not the reasoning behind my
suggestion. Using a day-return ticket, combined with a rail card/ bus/freedom pass, is an inexpensive way of getting
to London, and I thought that members would appreciate that there would be no need to drive.

I have received 73 replies; about half wanted to continue to meet; and about half felt that because of old age, loss of
friends and problems over travel they would prefer not to be further involved, although they wished us well in whatever
we decided to do. Two people have suggested that the lunch should continue in Surrey, and better still, at Clandon. This
would maintain our connection with the Museum, and would be cheaper than a lunch in London. After | had written

to everyone, a further
suggestion has been
made: that the Club
should “latch on” to
FOSIM (Friends of
the Surrey Infantry
Museum). We have
a volunteer part-time
secretary, a computer
database, and all the
facilities of an office
at the Museum. This
would cut down the
work that I would be
expected to do.

- WY The Club Committee
Paul Gray with Colonel and Mrs  meets on 2

John Davidson in the museum November. We will
after the 2011 lunch go  through the

replies to my letters
and decide on the future of the Club. I am most grateful
to everyone who replied, and for their ideas for a lunch,
and where it should be held.

o0o

Could the East Surreys’ History have Informed the
Present?

By Bryn Evans

In November 1926 the East Surreys’ Ist Battalion
began an eleven year deployment in India. Although
they were garrisoned at the main British Army base in
Rawalpindi, in the heat of summer the Surreys often
moved up into the mountains for exercises. In May
1927 the Surreys marched 27 miles over three nights
up to Kuldana, 7,000 feet high in the Murree Hills.

From their hill-top camp they could see in the distance
the snow-capped Himalayas. In October of the same
year at the end of summer, while most of the Battalion
began the descent back to Rawalpindi, two companies
set out on a forty mile trek across the mountains to
Abbottabad. There they spent three weeks of inspiring
exercises with the Gurkha Brigade.

The town is named after Major James Abbott KCB
of the Bengal Artillery, who became the first Deputy
Commissioner of the Punjab. In 1853 he moved the
seat of Government to Abbottabad. Major Abbott died
in 1896 at the age of 89, and is buried in Guildford
Cemetery.

The Surreys’ training exercises during the 1920s and
1930s in the mountainous north-west of India, now the
Waziristan region of Pakistan close to Kashmir, would
prove to be invaluable experience in the Second World
War. Beginning with the invasion of North Africa,
Operation Torch in November 1942, the Surreys’ st
and 1/6th Battalions fought through Tunisia, Sicily

and mainland Italy, and became some of the Allies’
finest troops in mountain warfare.

The 1st Surreys’ Battle Patrol in Italy excelled in
going behind German lines, often for many days, to
gain information on enemy deployments, sometimes
carrying out sabotage, or grabbing a prisoner to take
back for interrogation. In these campaigns the Battle
Patrol was led by a young Lieutenant John Woodhouse.

(1)

Post-war in the 1950s and 1960s Woodhouse served with
the SAS. Drawing on his experience with that Battle
Patrol, he revolutionised SAS training and tactics, and
helped overcome the Communist insurgency in Malaya
and Borneo, and the confrontation with Indonesia. He
subsequently became Lieutenant Colonel and CO of
22 SAS, and recognised in military circles as a co-
founder, with his close friend Lieutenant Colonel Sir
David Stirling, of the modern SAS. Following the
increasing success of SAS tactics in special operations,
such as in Oman and Yemen, Woodhouse and Stirling
subsequently provided advice and guidance to the US
military, on the development of training and tactics for
their own special forces.

When on 2 May 2011 US Navy SEAL Commandos
raided the house of Osama Bin Laden in Abbottabad,
one can only assume that the Al-Qaeda leader would
have been quite ignorant of any of the above history.
Otherwise he would surely have realised that to remain
in the same location for so many years, would mean
that special forces would inevitably find him.

Could US intelligence even have had access to maps
from the Surreys’ time in the Murree Hills and
Abbottabad?

Note (1) “Fighting for Every River, Every Mountain
— With the Surreys in Tunisia, Sicily and Italy 1943-
43” is planned for publication by Pen & Sword Books
early in 2012.

Other sources:

Daniell, David Scott, ‘The History of the East Surrey
Regiment, Volume 1V, Ernest Benn Ltd, London 1957,
pages 27-29.

Lieutenant Colonel John Woodhouse, MC, ‘Memoirs’
(unpublished).

Wikipedia, ‘Abbottabad’.

oQ0o

4 Congratulations "

, Congratulations to Sid Lea on the occasion
of his marriage on 30th April 2011. !

L'HA'EHA"‘
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Other Anniversary Commemorations

The Regimental Association event at Guildford Cathedral, &
and the informal gathering on 14th October 2011 described
elsewhere by Paul Gray, were not, of course, the first
commemorations of the original muster on Putney Heath.
Fifty years ago on l4th October 1961 members of the
Regimental Association together with serving members
of the Regiment (including the Band of the Ist Battalion
brought home from Aden for the occasion) paraded on
Putney Heath on the 300th anniversary for the unveiling
of the Regimental Monument by the Lord Lieutenant of
Surrey and its dedication by the Bishop of Guildford. The
Monument was at that stage inscribed to The Queen’s
Royal Surrey Regiment, which was then the successor of
the original Tangier Regiment. The Ist Battalion marked
the Tercentenary Celebrations in Aden, Trooping the
Colour on 7th December 1961; H.R.H Princess Alexandra HRH Princess Alexandra inspecting the Battalion in Aden
took the Salute.

A number of readers will have been present at one or both of these events in 1961 and possibly also were amongst
the 200 Queen’s Royal Surrey Regiment Association members who paraded on Putney Heath 25 years later on
14 October 1986. Then additional inscriptions on the Tercentenary Monument to record that The Queen’s Royal
Surrey Regiment had been formed in 1959 by the amalgamation of The Queen’s Royal Regiment and The East
Surrey Regiment were unveiled by the Chief of the Defence Staff, Admiral of the Fleet Sir John Fieldhouse GCB
GBE.

7@ The raising of the Regiment had, of course, been

_ commemorated on previous anniversaries. The Officers
of The Queen’s had held a dinner in honour of the 250th
Anniversary at the Whitehall Rooms, Hotel Metropole, on
Monday 12th June 1911. Some records of the evening are
contained in the Regimental Archives at the Surrey History
Centre. Judging by the photograph of the occasion and the
menu, it was a somewhat more formal event than the 2011
marquee reception.

Those invited in 1911 included The Earl Howe, The Lord
Lieutenant of Surrey, General Sir Bindon Blood, Captain
FC Tudor RN (HMS Excellent) and the Rector of Holy
Trinity, Guildford (the Revd J Kirwan); however the
instructions explicitly stated that “No members of The Royal Family will be present.”. Perhaps appropriately for
those wishing to attend it was requested that “notices to reach Hony. Secy. By June Ist.”
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Important Dates and Events
of
The Queen’s Royal Surrey Regiment
and its
Successors
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The Surrey Infantry Regiment Tree

The Queen’s Royal Regiment

The East Surrey Regiment

1661 Raised as The Tangier Regiment
of Foot

1684 The Regiment Styled The Queen’s
Regiment

1685 The Queen’s Dowager’s Regiment

1703  The Regiment Received the title of
“Royal”

1714 Her Royal Highness The Princess
Wales’s Own Regiment of Foot

1727 2" or Queen’s Royal Regiment
(The Queen’s Own Regiment)

1751 The Queen’s (Second) Royal
Regiment of Foot

1857 Formation of 2" Battalion

1881 The Queen’s (Royal West Surrey
Regiment

1921 The Queen’s Royal Regiment
(West Surrey) 1921 — 1959

1948 2" Battalion disbanded in Berlin

1959 Amalgamation with The East Surrey Regiment

1702-1714 Regimental Marines

1702 Villiers’ Marine Regiment

1703 Luttrell’s Marines

1706 Churchill’s Marines

1711 Goring’s Marines

1714 Converted from Marines to a Regiment
of the Line

1714 Thirty First Regiment of Foot

1756 Formation of a Second Battalion
1758 2™ Bn constituted a Regiment

1782 31° Huntingdenshire Regiment
1805 Formation of 2" Battalion

1814 Disbandment of 2™ Battalion

1881 Amalgamation with 70" Regiment to
become 1** Bn The East Surrey
Regiment

1948 1°* and 2" Battalion amalgamated

The Queen’s Royal Regiment and The East Surrey Regiment

Amalgamate to form:-

1758 The Seventieth Regiment of Foot

1758 The Seventieth Regiment of Foot
continued from 2" Bn Thirty First
Regiment

1782 70™ (Surrey) Regiment

1812 70" (Glasgow Lowland) Regiment

1825 70™ (Surrey) Regiment

1881 Amalgamation with 31*' Regiment to
become 2" Bn The East Surrey
Regiment

1959 Amalgamation with The Queen’s Royal Regiment

31* December 1966

l

The Queen’s Royal Surrey Regiment

The Queen’s Regiment

Formed by the amalgamation of The Queen’s Royal Surrey Regiment : The Queen’s
Own Buffs: The Royal Sussex Regiment: The Middlesex Regiment (Duke of Cambridge’s Own)

9" September 1992

The Princess of Wales’s Royal Regiment
The Qucen’s Regiment amalgamated with The Royal Hampshirc Regiment assuming the title
of The Princess of Wales’s Royal Regiment (Queen’s and Royal Hampshires)

1661 Time Line The Queen’s Royal Surrey Regiment 2011

Dates

14" October 1661

1662 to 1684
1684

1684 to 1689
1685
1686

1689 to 1692
1692 to 1695
1693
1694
1696 to 1703
1701 to 1763
1702
1703

1703\Early 1704

1702
1704 to 1707

1706
1708 to 1711
1711
1711

1711 to 1714
1711 to 1730

1714

1714

1730 to 1749
1743

1744
1749 to 1765
1751

1756
1758

1765 to 1768
1765 to 1774

1768 to 1793
1776 to 1783
1782

1789 to 1802

Cypher of Queen
Catherine within
the Garter

The Dettingen Cup

Huntingdonshire Crest

Events

Tangier Regiment raised and mustered on Putney Heath
Tangier Regiment in Tangier

Tangier Regiment now known as ‘The Queen’s
Regiment’

3 companies of The Queen’s in Ireland

The Queen’s at Sedgemoor

The Queen’s now known as ‘The Queen’s
Dowager’s Regiment’

The Queen’s at the relief of Londonderry — Ireland
The Queen’s in the Low Countries — Flanders

The Queen’s at Battle of Landen

The Queen’s at the Siege of Namur

The Queen’s in England

One Company of the Queen’s in Bermuda

Queen Anne authorises the raising of ‘Villiers’ Marines
The Queen’s Dowager’s Regiment made ‘Royal’.
Served in Flanders, Defence of Tongres.

Villier’s Marines now known as ‘Luttrell’s Marines’
Luttrell’s Marines at capture and siege of Gibraltar.
The Queen’s Royal in Spain and Portugal. At
Almanza and Badajos.

Luttrells’s Marines now known as ‘Churchill’s Marines
The Queen’s Royal in England.

The Queen’s Royal on Canadian expedition.
Churchill’s Marines now known as ‘Goring’s
Regiment’ and takes on new role as Foot Soldiers.
Queen’s Royal Detachment at Annapolis

Queen’s Royal in England & Scotland, then
America.

Goring’s Regiment now known as ‘The 3 1*
Regiment of Foot’.

The Queen’s Dowager’s Royal Regiment now
Known as ‘HRH The Princess of Wales’s Own
Regiment of Foot’

Queen’s Own Royal in Gibraltar.

31% of Foot at Battle of Dettingen. George Il
nicknames them ‘The Young Buffs’.

31% of Foot at Battle of Fontenoy

Queen’s Own Royal in Ireland

The Queen’s Own Royal Regiment of Foot now

known as ‘The Queen’s (Second) Royal Regiment of Foot”

2"/31% of Foot is raised

2"/315 of Foot now known as the 70" of Foot and
nicknamed ‘The Glasgow Greys’

Queen’s in the Isle of Man

31% and 70" of Foot in the West Indies. Heavy
death toll as result of Yellow Fever

Queen’s alternate between England and Gibraltar.

31% and 70" of Foot in the American War of Independence

31% of Foot known as ‘31* Huntingdonshire Regiment’
The Huntingdonshire Regiment in Holland,

&

Officer, Tangier
Regiment, 1662

Officer, Tangier
Regiment.1662

Muskateer. 31st Regt
1711

Private, 2nd Foot
Queen’s. 1742
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Grenadier. Queen’s
1751




1793 to 1794

1794 to 1797
1795

1795 to 1796
1796

1796 to 1797
1798 to 1799
1799

1800 to 1801
1801 to 1802
1802 to 1814

1802 to 1805
1805

1805 to 1807
1807 to 1808
1808 to 1809

1809
1809 to 1811
1809 to 1814

1811 to 1813

1813

1813 to 1814

1814

1814 to 1816
1816 to 1821
1821 to 1825
1825 to 1845
1825 to 1846

1846 to 1851
1851 to 1860
1855 to 1856
1857

14™ August 1857

1857 to 1862
1860
1860 to 1863

Battle of the
Glorious First of June

. JUNE17g.

Egyptian Campaign
1881

The Salt

The Surrey Regiment in Martinique and Guadaloupe
The Queen’s serve as marines, with the Channel Fleet
(Battle of The Glorious First of June)

Queen’s in the West Indies

2" Battalion The Queen’s (Second) Royal Regiment
of Foot is raised.

2" Bn The Queen’s Royal in England and Guernsey
1**and 2™ Bn’s Queen’s Royal amalgamate and
known as 1* Bn Queen’s Royal Regiment

1* Bn Queen’s in West Indies, devastated by disease
1* Bn Queen’s in Ireland — Irish Rebellion

1* Bn Queen’s in Holland — Helder Campaign

1* Bn Queen’s in Minorca, Malta and Rhodes

1* Bn Queen’s in Egypt, Aboukir Bay and Alexandria
The Huntingdonshire Regiment in the Mediterranean
The Surrey Regiment in West Indies and at the
Recapture of Guadeloupe

1* Bn Queen’s in Gibraltar

2" Bn the 31* (Huntingdonshire) Regiment raised

1¥ Bn Queen’s in England

1* Bn Queen’s in Guernsey

1* Bn Queen’s in Portugal and Spain. Fought at
Vimiera and Corunna. Detachment in Spain; Talavera.
1*' Bn Queen’s in Holland; Walcheren Expedition.

1* Bn Queen’s in England

2"/31% (Huntingdonshire) Regiment in the Peninsular
Wars; Awarded 8 Battle Honours, notably at Talavera
and Albuhera.

I** Bn Queen’s in Portugal and Spain; fought at Fuentes
D’Onoro and Salamanca.

HQ and remains of 6 companies, 1* Bn Queen’s return to
England due to heavy losses of men and sickness.
Remaining 4 companies, Queen’s, posted to

2" Provisional Battalion and fought with credit at
Vittoria and Nivelle.

2"/31% (Huntingdonshire) Regiment is disbanded.

1* Bn Queen’s in England.

I™ Bn Queen’s in the West Indies.

I* Bn Queen’s in England and Ireland.

Bn Queen’s in Afghanistan campaign.

31 (Huntingdonshire) Regiment in first Sikh War and
fought in the battles of Aliwal, Moodkee, Ferozashah
and Sobraon.

1*' Bn Queen’s in England and Ireland.

Bn Queen’s in South Africa; British Kaftraria.

31 (Huntingdonshire) Regiment in the Crimea.

70" (Surrey) Regiment in the Indian Mutiny. Disarm
Native Infantry in the Peshawar District.

2" Bn Queen’s (Second) Royal Regiment of Foot is
raised in Colchester by Colonel Bruce.

2" Bn Queen’s in England, Malta and the lonian Islands.
1 Bn Queen’s in China at Taku Forts and Peking.
31* (Huntindonshire) Regiment in China at Taku Forts.
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Figurchead of HMS QUEEN CHARLOTTE

1768 — 1800

100 GUNS 1810 - 1892 104 GUNS

LINE OF BATTLESHIPS NAMED AFTER
HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN CONSORT OF GEORGE 111
FLAGSHIP OF “EARL HOWE” AT THE GLORIOUS FIRST OF

14

JUNE 1794

Grenadier, Queen's
1768

Private, Queen’s
1794

31st Foot at Albuhera
16th May 1811

Ofticer, 1839

Officer. 31st Regt
1860

1861 to 1866
1861 to 1866
1862 to 1865
1866 to 1879
1865 to 1877

1873
1874
1875
1876
1877
1878
1879
1880
1881
1882

1874

1878
1877 to 1878
1879 to 1891
1878 to 1886
1881

Stoughton Barracks

now
Cardwells Keep, Guildford

1¥ Bn Queen’s in England and Ireland.

70™ (Surrey) Regiment in Maori Wars, New Zealand.

2" Bn Queen’s Regiment in Gibraltar and West Indies.
1 Bn Queen’s in Aden and India.

2" Bn Queen’s in England and Ireland.

Cardwell’s Army Reforms. Huntingdonshire and
Surrey Regiments linked for alternate tours of home and
Foreign Service.

In April 1873 a tentative re-organisation of the army took
place, single battalion infantry regiments being linked
together in pairs and formed into sub-district brigades.
This organisation was generally looked upon in the army
as a step towards the universal adoption of a double
battalion system, and, although unpopular in the army and

% entailing many disadvantages, was generally loyally

accepted by the officers and men. The 31* (Huntingdonshi
Regiment was linked with the 70" (Surrey) Regiment,

which had been originally raised in 1756 as its 2™ Bn.

The establishment approved for the new organisation

was as follows:

31* Regiment .....33 officers ...658 other ranks

FOM e 32 officers...886 other ranks

Depot ............... 9 officers...216 other ranks

74 officers..1760 other ranks

The Brigade Depot, a title changed subsequently to
Regimental District, was localised at Kingston-on-Thames.
While stationed at Dover the existence of the 31* Regiment
came to an end, for on 1* July 1881, the long contemplated
re-organisation of the infantry took effect and from that date
the regiment lost its separate existence and became the 1% Bn
of The East Surrey Regiment, the 70" Regiment becoming
the 2™ Bn, thus rejoining its parent corps after a separation
of 123 years.

The 31* at the same time lost its old territorial designation of
‘The Huntingdonshire Regiment’, and its buff facings, which
had been worn from a date prior to the Battle of Dettingen.

It cannot be denied that the wholesale destruction of old
regimental distinctions, which marked the introduction of the
Territorial system, made the change highly unpopular. For
many years regiments resented the abolition of their time-
honoured numbers and distinctive marks, and it is in
comparatively recent times that certain advantages of the
double battalion system have been recognised, and that the
Territorial associations of regiments have proved their value.
The Queen’s already had a 1* and 2™ Battalion. Their
Regimental District was located at Stoughton Barracks,
Guildford where a new barracks was built.

The 31* (Huntingdonshire) and 70" (Surrey)

Regiments shared a depot which was built in Kingston-upon-
Thames.

70" (Surrey) Regiment in Second Afghan War.

2" Bn Queen’s in Malta.

I¥ Bn Queen’s in England and Wales.

2" Bn Queen’s in India.

The Queen’s (Second) Royal Regiment of Foot now known

| o

Private, 70th Regt
1863

)|

Captain. 70th Regt
1880

Cpl. Queen’s 1860

Sgt. Queen’s 1870

Private, Queen’s
1878




































